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Student Finance Database – Coding Conventions and Definitions 
 

The registration and review of courses with Student Finance (SF) is an annual exercise 

undertaken within Student Services, and course information and data is confirmed via the SF 

web-based interface. This exercise is completed for all courses where financial support and 

fee loans are available. The resulting data-set is used by SF to process student loan and 

finance applications, ensuring that the applicant/student holds a valid application at the 

institution and that the course details against which the loan application has been made 

match that of the institution.  

There are some elements of institutional information, referred to at SF as course profiles, 

that are entered once and then assigned to a group of courses (fees and term-dates for 

example). However, much of the other information required to add new courses to the SF 

server has to be entered manually on a course by course basis. The full listing of SF course 

fields is: 

Field Description 

Year of Course Academic year to which course information applies 

SLC Course Code Generated by SF upon entry of course detail 

UCAS Course Code As generated by UCAS and present on MCR table within SITS 

HEI Course Code Optional field for institutional identifier 

Course Name Title of course (free text) 

UCAS Course? Flags if course has UCAS course code (If yes then UCAS Course 
code is mandatory) 

Location Campus Identifier 
 

Course Type NOT level or aim, used to distinguish franchised, or PGCE, or 
accelerated 

Duration Length in years 

Course Status Indicates if course is running in academic year selected 

Qualification Equates to qualification aim 

Method of Attendance Mode of Study 

 

Year of Study Detail Taken from course profile containing fees and dates for each year 
of study 

Fee Detail Annual fee for course, also included within course profile 
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Example of BSU Course Listing – BSc Biology (2012/13) 

 

Field Name Example Data 

Year of Course 12-13 

SLC Course Code 256974 

UCAS Course Code C100 

HEI Course Code Not used at BSU – but could be used to link to KIS course code 

Course Name Biology (BSc) 

UCAS Course? Yes 

Location A 

Course Type Other 

Duration 3 

Course Status Open 

Qualification BSc (H) 

Method of Attendance Full time Attendance 

Year of Study Detail 1, 2, 3 

Fee Detail £9000, £3465, £3465 

 

Data Extracted for Comparative Analysis 

The SF database was extracted and then linked with the relevant BSU Student Records 

System (SITS) data from the MCR (Admissions Course record) and ECD (External Course 

Table). These tables identify the application status of courses and links to the SF dataset, 

and we were able to check and compare the SF data with that held on SITS.  

The data was matched and then checked to identify gaps or inconsistencies between the SF 

database and SITS, and also to identify where any course data was no longer required on 

either system.  A number of issues were identified and work carried out to resolve errors and 

omissions.  The key recommendation of this work strand would be to undertake more regular 

checks of these data-sets, particularly at the start of each application cycle.  Historically, 

errors have sometimes remain unresolved until a student was unable to receive loans or 

bursaries, which is clearly too late for the individual concerned.  

 

Summary of Findings Relating to BSU Course Infrastructure Project 

The annual task of inputting BSU course data into the SF database is self-regulating in so far 

as the confirmation of attendance checking that SF requires once a student has registered 

with BSU will throw up errors. However, more regular checking of the data contained within 

the SF database would be beneficial in order to more proactively ensure consistency. 
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As the example course illustrates, there is very little hard coding from SITS that goes into the 

SF database, other than UCAS course code and location, and it is important to bear in mind 

that even UCAS Course code is not mandatory.  As a result, SF would not be directly 

affected by a review of the course coding infrastructure at BSU but would need to be linked 

correctly via the ECD table.  This does not mean, however, that opportunities to improve our 

provision of data to SF could not be undertaken. For instance, a precedent exists where an 

HEI has administered its own course profiles into the SF database, whereby anyone 

applying for a degree is attached to one single course entry within the SF database, rather 

than each single degree subject, and further exploration of this has been instigated. 

 

Utilising XCRI-CAP 

Given the make-up of the required fields for the SF database, it would not be inconceivable 

to draw elements of the XCRI feed in to populate the database.  Initially, the XCRI-CAP feed 

at BSU will include only those courses included in the Key Information Set (KIS) and would 

therefore not include all courses requiring entry into the SF server. While KIS Course ID is 

the unique identifier for inclusion in the XCRI feed, it is possible to create such an ID without 

necessitating its inclusion in the KIS return, albeit with some of the required information for 

the XCRI feed being generated and stored elsewhere. In the longer term, we expect our 

software providers will enable us to create full KIS records (thus fully automating the 

inclusion of all required data fields and text) that we can “choose” whether or not to include 

in the KIS return itself. This would allow us to drive all our course provision into XCRI while 

retaining only those courses required by statutory guidelines in the KIS data-set outputs and 

returnable fields.  

There is potential for using the XCRI-CAP feed to populate the SF web server. There is a 

field in the latter that is not currently used by BSU, namely the HEI Course code, and it 

seems reasonable to suggest that this might be populated by the KIS Course ID.  It would be 

fairly straight forward to identify those fields in the XCRI-CAP feed that map to the 

information required on the SF database.  The actual mechanics of this would have to be 

investigated further, given the current limitations of the SF database, but an automated feed 

could be initiated and would have numerous benefits in both the short and longer term.  

The key challenge will be for the sector to prove to SF that receiving this feed would be to 

their advantage, and that they should invest in their own interface to gather this information. 

 


