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Date Policy Agreed:   When the XCRI-CAP feed goes live 

Date Policy due to be reviewed: When the XCRI-CAP feed goes live 

 

This policy will not take effect if a request is received for statutory data, or as the result of a 

valid Freedom of Information (or similar) request which take precedence. 

 

The JISC funded Course Data project at Bath Spa University (BSU) has as its key output the 

delivery of a data feed which promotes all BSU courses, making them easier to find and 

compare across the sector with the stated objective of enabling prospective students to 

make informed decisions about their HE pathway.  This feed will be in the form of a valid 

XCRI-CAP XML feed that will be consumed by the provided validator using a COOL URI, 

and the JISC aim is that HEI’s will be able to output this information in such a way that a 

wide variety of receiving organisations can receive that information. 

 

Although it is not yet clear which receiving organisations have committed to taking the feeds, 

it is hoped that all the major players in the marketing of UK higher education (public and 

private, not for profit and for profit) would move to collecting their inputs using this 

mechanism.  This would ensure comparability of information and to provide efficiencies for 

both providing and receiving organisations.  Once set up to receive the feed, external 

organisations would be able to pick up the data in a standard format on a regular basis so 

that their information is always up to date.  The expected long term receivers of the data 

include UCAS, Hotcourses, Prospects and Education UK (British Council) but also ‘smaller’ 

providers of advice and guidance services like Study London, SI-UK (Study in UK), What Uni 

and UK Course Finder. 

 

At Bath Spa University, we currently provide a wide range of tailored data feeds or manual 

updates to receiving organisations to maintain a presence in their marketing, and there are 

resource constraints which limit our outputs.  With the XCRI-CAP feed, the only on-going 

resources required will be for the maintenance of our internal course data and infrastructure 

which we would have to do anyway, and the maintenance of the feed mechanism.  There will 

be no additional costs to BSU for each additional organisation receiving the feed.  With a 

single defined service providing the information to external organisations, we would expect in 

the longer term that the output will provide us with more opportunities to have a presence 

with marketing and other organisations, contributing to the development of the BSU brand. 

 

It is therefore proposed that as the initial users of this service are likely to be those large 

organisations that have the infrastructure to set up their own systems, and in order to 

maximise the University’s marketing opportunities with those external organisations, that we 

do not charge any organisations who receive the standard data feed. 

 

If external organisations request a non-standard feed of course data that would consume 

BSU resources, the University will determine which of the following outcomes will apply: 

1. BSU will not provide a non-standard feed to that organisation if the University does 

not wish to engage and there are no benefits to BSU in providing the information, and 

this might include requests from competitor organisations or those who are contrary 

to our mission. 

2. BSU will provide a non-standard feed free of charge if it is in our interests to do so, 

and this is likely to include for all major public organisations like UCAS.  For example, 



 

 
 

DRAFT Charging Policy    Page 3 of 3 

if the British Council in China was running a campaign that fits with the BSU strategy 

on marketing in that region and required a specific feed for that campaign, it is in our 

interest to engage and the receiving organisation would not pay for the information.  

We would also seek to continue to enhance this type of offering over time to ensure 

we deliver good quality information targeted to an audience if required. 

3. BSU will provide a non-standard feed at a costs plus ??% charge to other 

(commercial) organisations where there are no specific benefits to BSU in providing 

the information but where we might wish to engage with that organisation. 

 

This policy will be reviewed when the XCRI-CAP feed goes live and then every 2 years, or 

less if required, and will take into account the emerging pattern from the rest of the sector so 

that BSU is well placed to take competitive advantage wherever possible.  

 

 

 


