
President’s Corner June 2016

✯

✯ ✯ ✯
Officers

President
Jerry Achterberg
treefarm@swbell.net

210/661-3293

Vice-President
Jerry Whitley

jerry.whitley@ymail.com
210/288-3961

Treasurer
Daniel Harrington

o2bdaniel@gmail.com
512-549-9601

Secretary
Tim Tellander

ttellander@gtvc.com
830/980-2903

C
E

N
T

R

A
L  T E X A S  B L A C

K
S

M
I

T
H

S

B
A

LC
ONES FORG

E

www.balconesforge.org

Editor

 Vince Herod 
spotteddogforge@yahoo.com 

512/253-6045

Balcones Forge Dispatch

Greetings!

Our May meeting, which was to be 
held on June 4th, will now happen on 
June 25th. It will hosted by Patrick 
Watson just outside of Hye, TX on 
the 4B Ranch.  Patrick is putting on 
a founders day celebration and has 
asked Balcones Forge to be a part of 

it. He has lined up some top notch entertainment for the afternoon 
which includes some antique cars, wagon rides by Dennis Moore 
of the Buggy Barn in Blanco, some wine tasting and added a dance 
pavilion. We are hoping this will be the first of many more years to 
celebrate his heritage.  https://www.facebook.com/hyefestival/

The trade item will be a item that has been demonstrated by Bill 
Epps. Bill has lots of videos and books out there with many easy to 
make pieces that are explained in detail. He has also posted many 
times on “I Forge Iron”.

We are also going to need a few forges and anvils for this event. 
Please bring your equipment if you can.

The folks at the Texas Folklife Festival in San Antonio at the Institute 
of Texan Cultures have also invited us back to participate the 45th 
annual festival. This event will run from June 10th to the 12th.  We 
will have a special memorial tribute to Willie Calhoun on Saturday 
evening at 7pm. Please email or give me a call if you would like to 
demo.   www.texasfolklifefestival.org

Meeting Date(s) are June 18 & 
June 25

President’s message continued on page 2.
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The Balcones Forge Newsletter is written by the editor except as noted.  Balcones Forge, it’s officers, members, contributors, editors and 
writers specifically disclaim any responsibility, or liability for any damage, or injury as a result of the use of any information published in the 
newsletter or demonstrated at a meeting or conference.  Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and safety of information provided 
but the use by our members and readers of any information published herein or provided at meetings is solely at the user’s own risk.

President’s message continued. 

And if all that isn’t enough, Mary Jo has volun-
teered to host the June meeting at her shop on 
the 18th of June to continue her welding demo. 
She said we have the talking part done and you 
are now welcome to bring you welders and hoods 
for some hands on instruction. This is your chance 
to learn to use your machine from a master. Don’t 
miss it. 

Start times for all meetings is 9:30am unless oth-
erwise posted.

Hope to see you all in Hye.

Jerry Achterberg, 
President Balcones Forge

Web Page Update
Hello Balcones Forge members. The web-
site now has many new aspects to it. As 
some of you know you can now fill out 
membership applications online under the 
membership page. Also the member gallery 
needs an update so please send some pic-
tures of your work along with a short biog-
raphy as to how you became a blacksmith. 
Please email this to Shane Tilton at:

   flex201214@gmail.com

On another note many of our members of-
fer teaching or other blacksmithing related 
services. If you are one of these individu-
als please email Shane the title of your ser-
vice, prices or a price range and method 
of contact for the service. I look forward to 
your submissions and emails. 

Strike while the irons hot.

Thank you, 
Shane Tilton 

The Balcones Forge
Board of Directors

Jerry Achterberg, President   
Jerry Whitley, Vice President    
Daniel Harrington, Treasurer    
Tim Tellander, Secretary

Laura Armstrong
Rick Dawdy
Jim Elliot
Vince Herod, Editor
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NEWSLETTER CHANGES COMING
by Daniel Harrington

-
over 

$26.00

-

DH

Balcones Forge 2016

June18 (June meeting) Mary Jo Emrick – Welding techniques – Georgetown, Texas
  This part 2 of the welding info sessions hosted by Mary Jo.

June 25  (May meeting)  Hye, TX  See Presidents corner for details.  www.hyefestival.com  
  “Trade Item” – Something demoed by Bill Epps  

  
July  & August-These two months are usually too hot to forge in Central and South Texas.  We are again 
looking into a “Field Trip” type of meeting.  This time we are hoping to get a guided tour of the Institute 
of Texas Cultures.  Remember, it is air conditioned (YEAH!)



Proud supporters of the 2016 ABANA Conference

Mark your calendars for the

17TH ANNUAL
BALCONES FORGE BLUEBONNET DEMO

APRIL 1, 2017
featuring Lyle Wynn, Dorothy Stiegler, and Dana Flanders

Marble Falls, TEXAS (Austin-area)

Hands-on classes/instruction: March 29 - 31
 All-day demo, dinner, and live auction: April 1

www.BalconesForge.org
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Note:  I was recently asked about techniques for polishing the face of a 100 pound anvil 
for the purpose of forging jewelry.  I have never taken such a large anvil to a high polish, 
so I emailed Valerie Ostenak, the only person I know who routinely forges jewelry to a 
high polish state.  Here is what I learned: 
 
 
 

  Anvil Polishing 
Polishing large anvil faces for jewelry forging 

 
 
The faces of small anvils and jewelers anvils are easy to polish.  They can 
be lightly ground with a Scotch Brite (3M) flap disc in fine or medium grit 
(not Extra fine) on a standard 4 1/2 inch angle grinder and then taken to a 
high polish at the jewelry buffer using a muslin buff with a polishing 
compound like Fabulustre or Ryobi Stainless Steel compound.  Take care 
to keep all grinding and polishing even and smooth to prevent causing a 
wavy anvil face.  Work from different sides and ends of the anvil, swapping 
back and forth from time to time.  Keep continually sighting over the anvil 
face to see what you have accomplished.  Do not overdo. 
 
To polish anvil faces too large to bring to the buffer, begin with a flap disc 
on a 4 1/2 inch angle grinder, working just as you would a smaller anvil.  
Once it is evenly ground, move on to a 4 inch spiral stitched muslin buff on 
your angle grinder, using Ryobi Stainless Steel compound.  Working 
carefully, this should allow you to achieve a bright, flat finish.  If you plan to 
dress the anvil, complete that operation using a standard 120 grit flap disc 
before beginning grinding and polishing. 
 
This polishing technique is courtesy of my generous friend, Valerie 
Ostenak.  You may see her unique forged jewelry work at 
www.valerieostenak.com. 
 
 
 
John Crouchet 
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Making a Fire Basket By Bob Ehrenberger

I had a good customer make a request a couple years ago to make a fire basket.  I'm not sure what the real name 
for them is, but they were used for street lights in some Colonial era towns.  You also see them in old European 
castles. Anyway, she gave me some pictures to work from, but wanted me to scale it down so that it was about 
waste high. She does Colonial reenacting and wanted to use it in front of her tent.

Like a lot of projects where I had no idea where to start, I procrastinated. About two weeks before it was due I 
decided that I had to make a decision on the dimensions and jump into it.  I decided the basket should be 8" in 
diameter with 8" high sides, now that wasn't so hard was it. Waist high meant about 3 feet with another foot to 
make the spike and step to go into the ground. So the materials I needed were:

3- 24"x 1/8"x1" straps for the sides
1 - 8"x 12ga. sheet metal disk for the bottom
1 30" x 1/8"x 1" strap for the ring around the top
1 - 45"x 1/2sq bar for the support
6 - small acorns to be used as rivets.
1 - 7"x 28" heavy fire place screen mesh

The first step was to make the spike on the support, but not the step  
at this time. Then I made the tenon on the other end which would 
hold all the pieces together. I went with a 3/8" tenon on the 1/2" bar 
to make it as strong as possible. Once the tenon was made I put my 
touch mark on the bar so that I wouldn't forget later.

Next the basket components. I drilled a 1/4" hole in the middle of 
each of the 3 straps and then drifted them to fit the tenon. I wanted 
to preserve as much material as possible. I then flared each of the 
ends with a cross pein hammer like I was getting ready to make a 
fish tail scroll.

The bottom plate was also drilled with a 1/4" hole and then dished 
slightly, maybe 1/2" depression over the 8" diameter. The center 
hole will stretch during the dishing, it wasn't quite big enough to fit 
the tenon so I drifted it to fit too. 

I put the dish on the tenon upside down and the bent each of the 
straps so they 
conformed to the 
curve of the dish.

While I had the 
forge going I made the 
acorns. Which would be 
used later for the rivets. 
Once forged they were cut 
to length and the shank 
ground smooth. They came 
out between 3/16 and 1/4".
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Fire Basket .. Continued
At this stage on the first one I made, I flipped everything over and 
set the center rivet/tennon. But I thought that maybe it would work 
better if I bent the sides up using the vice before setting the tenon 
so I tried it on this one.

As it turned out, having the 
sides bent up was a real pain 
when setting the tenon. It was 
much easier to rivet it before 
bending the sides up. If I make 
any more, that is what I will 
do.

I used an 8" ring form to bend the 
top ring. Once it was bent, I marked 
the center of the overlap and drilled 
through the intersection. I then picked 
a starting place on the uprights and 
drilled one to have the lap joint.  I held 

it in place with vice grips and marked where the ring crossed each of the 
uprights. All the holes were then drilled in the ring. I used a support for 
drilling that is similar to something I saw in the Blacksmith Journal that 
was used to drill holes in scrolls. Having good support makes a world of 
difference when drilling odd shaped stuff.

The ring was then fitted back on the basket and all the uprights were 
marked and drilled.

For the final assembly 
I held the acorns in my 
heading tool and heated 
them with a torch to rivet 
them over.

I was going to get a 
piece of hardware cloth 
to line the basket and 
then I remembered that 
I had some heavy screen 
left over from mak-
ing a fire place screen. 
It worked great. The 
screen isn't fastened in place, it has 
enough spring to hold it secure.

The last thing to do was to bend the 
step where it goes into the ground.



  



























































   





















































  

















































   
































  



























































   


























































    



Vincent Herod
Spotted Dog Forge
166 Granite Road
Paige, TX 78659-4922
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BGOP Membership Application and Renewal 

New Member — 1 yr $35  or  3 yrs $75 
Renewal — 1 yr $25  or  3 yrs $70 

Date _________________________ 

Name ___________________________________________Home Phone ____________________________  

Address _________________________________________Work Phone ____________________________  

City ____________________________________________State ___________Zip ___________________  

Email Address_____________________________________Age if you are under 21 (min 16 years) _________  

Blacksmithing Experience             Yes         No     

I would like to receive the Newsletter by  (pick one)                Email (PDF)                  Paper copy in the mail 

I am a member of ABANA, The Artist Blacksmith’s Association of North America           Yes         No 
 

Make check payable to: BGOP 
Mail check and Membership application to: 

Curt Welch, 
305 Ainstree Ct. 
Vienna, VA 22180 

Name:  

Address:  

City:  

State: Zip/PC:  

Country:  

Type of Membership 

 Regular ............$55 Overseas ............$65 

 Student ...........$45 Contributing...... $100

Senior (65+) ...$50 Library .................$45 

$5 discount for two year memberships and renewals 

 

ABANA Chaper Affiliation: ___________________  

Application may also be made at the ABANA web site:   

www.abana.org 

E-mail: ______________________________________ 

www url:_____________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________________ 

Fax:________________________________________ 

Credit Card Information_________________________ 

Visa Mastercard 

 Expiration Date: ___________________ 

Card# ______________________________________ 

Submit check, money order (US banks only), or by credit card:  

Artist-Blacksmith’s Association of North America, Inc. 
259 Muddy Fork Road 

Jonesborough, Tennessee 37659 
 

Phone:  423-913-1022, Fax: 423-913-1023 
centraloffice@abana.org 

M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  


