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Balcones Forge Dispatch

Happy Holidays!

First of all, let me apologize for the 
lack of a president’s message last 
month.  And here’s a tip: If you are 
on the Balcones board, don’t miss a 
meeting at election time. There will 
be consequences!
                                 

Aside from that, I thrilled to be Balcones President (again), and I am 
just as thrilled to have Jerry Whitley as V P and to have the rest of 
the board intact. Many thanks!

And thanks to past president, Matt Czosnek for hanging in there 
when things got as busy as they ever could get with his job. We all 
understand that a man’s gotta eat and take care of his family and 
bangin hot iron has to come second.

Also have to thank Dennis Moore for hosting the November meeting 
at the Buggy Museum in Blanco. I have never seen so many wag-
ons and buggies in one place. Dennis also opened up the grounds 
to the Blanco School District on Friday who were entertained by 
Tom Leinning, Tim Tellander, Mike Norris and myself. Then on Sat-
urday for the Balcones meeting, Andy Quitner surprised us with his 
knowledge of horseshoeing from a past life as a farrier in Louisiana. 
It was a good demo. Wayne Byrd also shared some vacation photos 
and stories of his trip to Germany (but I know he just went for the 
beer).

Jerry Whitley has been scheming and planning his don’t-want-to-
miss-it demo and dinner at his place in Devine. This is an all day 
event that will go till way after dark so plan ahead if it’s too far to 
drive home (or in my case, too tipsy). Whitley has room for campers 
and RV’s if you have one, just bring your own clean underwear, as 
he will not be loaning any out this year. Also bring a chair.

A java monkey is the competition trade item which is a campfire 
coffee pot poring device. I have always wanted one! A prize will be 
given for the best.
Continued on page 2
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The Balcones Forge Newsletter is written by the editor except as noted.  Balcones Forge, it’s officers, members, contributors, editors and 
writers specifically disclaim any responsibility, or liability for any damage, or injury as a result of the use of any information published in the 
newsletter or demonstrated at a meeting or conference.  Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and safety of information provided 
but the use by our members and readers of any information published herein or provided at meetings is solely at the user’s own risk.

November Secretary’s     
Report

The Blaco Buggy Barn Museum was the site for 
Balcones Forge blackmsiths to set up shop No-
vember 7, 8, & 9.  Jerry, myself, and Tom The 
Blacksmith werethere demonstrating all 3 days.  
Aaron and his son Shane joined us on Saturday.  
Friday was the day for school trips and we were 
surrounded by very large groups of elementary 
though the 9th grade students that showed sur-
prising interest in our craft.  A few lucky individuals 
from the spectators were allowed hands on black-
smithing experiences.

Jerry Achterberg called the meeting to order at the 
Blanco Buggy Barn Museum on Saturday, Novem-
ber 8, 2014.  He thanked everyone for the gener-
ous turnout.  Daniel Harrington reported that the 
library is still being updated with videos and books 
but indicated that the Balcones Forge website is 
in need of an update.  John Crouchet and Rudy 
Billings confirmed the observation and identified 
some of the problems individuals were having with 
accessing the site.  It was agreed that a fix was 
needed and Rudy will investigate a solution by a 
vendor that is computer savvy enough to get the 
job done.

The next item Jerry addressed was having a mem-
ber list available on the Balcones Forge website 
for public viewing.  There was discussion about 
what that list might disclose and one that appeared 
most popular with the group was that it should not 
disclose individual addresses.  Another member 
suggested a list that only Balcones Forge mem-
berscould access, such as meetup.com.  The most 
desirable list that the immediate group had no dis-
agreement to was a printed list available only to BF 
members.  Jerry said thematter will be discussed 
with the board members and information about a 
decision would be forthcoming.

President’s Message continued

This event seems to be getting bigger and better 
each year and the auction is growing with it. There 
should be some good deals on hard to find books 
and tools.

Coming up: January – Gary Hilton’s axe demo in 
Hunt.  Make a garden critter to trade.

The February competition/trade item will be “a 
door knocker”. We will again be partnering up with 
HABA , North Texas, East Texas and the Louisiana 
bunch for a joint meeting in Bryan at Steephollow 
Forge. This is an all day demo & dinner. Please 
bring something for the auction. The Lee (Blues) 
Brothers always put on a good show. This is an-
other on one you don’t want to miss.

It’s also time to start on your auction item for the 
Bluebonnet demo. This is our big fundraiser that 
keeps going throughout the rest of the year. This 
means look through your shop and donate your 
extra tools and stash some cash for the auction.

I know we ask for a lot. It seems like all we do 
is ask for donations and help, but there is always 
somebody asking us for help. Our Mission state-
ment says that this is why we exist. We are the 
keepers of the art of blacksmithing and all the in-
formation associated with it. We have been teach-
ing this craft and handing it down for nearly 40 
years and this group is now stronger than ever 
with more equipment and teaching material than 
any time since its inception. Your efforts have put 
us here and we need you to keep us here.

Thank you for all that you do and I hope to see you 
all in Devine.

Keep in touch and be safe!

Jerry Achterberg        
Balcones Forge President
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The  NEW Balcones Forge
Board of Directors

Jerry Achterberg, President
Jerry Whitley, Vice President
Rudy Billings, Treasurer
Tim Tellander, Secretary

John Crouchet
Daniel Harrington, Librarian
Jim Elliot
Vince Herod, Editor
Alan Lee
Jeff Lee

December Trade Item 

The trade item for December is a.....

Java Monkey

No store bought primates allowed.  Make your 
own.

REMEMBER: you gotta make one to ENTER 
THE COMPETITION

John Crouchet reported that the shipment of anvils 
(etc) still intact and safe in his barn.  He outlined 
the work needed for the leg vises, anvil stands, 
tool holders and the need for construction steel in 
order to construct the individual forging stations.  
The steel plate and square tubing needed is still 
an expensive portion of this project as John point-
ed out,plus the expertise of job capable individuals 
devoted to completing the project.  A specific work 
day has not been selected.  Several members in-
dicated that they had various pieces of steel that 
could be donated toward that end and would sub-
mit descriptions or photos to Jerry.  Delivery time 
& site of donated items to be announced.

Jerry introduced Wayne Byrd to the group who in-
formed members about a recent trip to Germany 
and the visitation to a forge that utilized a water 
driven power hammer.Wayne said the shop built in 
the 1700’s is still totally intact and is still operation-
al.  He was allowed to operate the hammer and 
said it strikes 80 times a minute.  They operated 
the hammer with 6 man teams and showed the 
group photos of the intricate and beautiful gates 
and windows that were produced by the forge 
and are displayed by a Germanmuseum.  There 
was considerable amazement and respect from 
BF members as we all had our chance to listen to 
Wayne and view the photos.

The trade item for this meeting was a horseshoe, 
of which Jerry A. Aaron T. and myself made one (in 
my case - resembled one).  I thought this would be 
simple enough to make but was surprised.  I had 
read that a farrier is required to make 4 shoes and 
have the animal completely shod within 45 min-
utes, so I waited until the day before to start my 1 
shoe - should have started 45 days before!  This 
gave Andy Quitner an opportunity to tell the group 
about some of his experiences during the 18 years 
he spent as a farrier mostly on the horse race tracks 
in Louisiana.  Andy is quite the demonstrator as he 
identified the blacksmith tools necessary to shoe 
a horse.  The horse, Andy explained, needs a very 
knowledgeable farrier in order to compensate and 
correct certain hoof or bone deformities, as well as 
injuries.  Andy also passed around a unique shoe-
ing hammer that he had forged. It was my conclu-

sion that since those horse owners are critically 
concerned about the welfare of their horses and 
their ability to win races (ie money, money, mon-
ey), then Andy was a farrier in high demand.

The iron-in-the-hat auction for today’s meeting 
produced $115. Jerry indicated that was good, but 
also reminded our members remember to bring 
something to each meeting which is essential for 
BF survival.  BF members were reminded that 
December 13 is the meeting in Devine at Jerry 
Whitley’s forge and the competition item is a Java 
Monkey.

Tim Tellander
Balcones Forge Secretary
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December Meeting Info

Just a note to remind everyone that due to 
the holidays, our December meeting will be 
held on Saturday the 13th.  We are plan-
ning to do things a little different this year 
as far as the schedule.  We will eat din-
ner and then move into the demos.  We 
will again have a short memorial with the 
“Ringing of the Anvil” as we did last year.  
If there is someone that you would like to 
include, please let us know.

Along with three or four great demos, we 
will also have an auction.  Go through your 
stuff and bring what you can.  Start sav-
ing your nickels because last years auction 
was great and I would expect it to be even 
better this year.

We have ample parking, so if you would 
like to bring an RV or camper we would be 
happy to find you a spot to park.  You are 
welcome to come early and leave late, just 
send us a note to that we will be expecting 
you.

This event will again have a competition 
trade item.  It is a Java Monkey.  If you 
cannot find one on Google, look up cof-
fee pourer.  I am sure that there will be a 
lot of Cowboy Coffee available throughout 
the event to make sure that they all work 
properly.  There will be a prize for the best 
one.  Get to work now while there is plenty 
of time to get one made.  We will be putting 
our additional information on the demon-
strators and the event and are really look-
ing forward to seeing everyone here.

Jerry Whitley

A Great Deal

Balcones Forge has Mark Aspery Books!

All 3 volumes:

 I - Basic Blacksmithing
 II - Leafwork
 III - Joinery

$50 each -- no tax, no shipping, normal price $59

Send your requests to Rudy@BalconesForge.org

Gallery item at ABANA.

photo by Alan Lee
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                                 Sue M

urray – Sue’s w
ork can be seen in these three publications as w

ell as various events throughout C
entral and South T

exas.
 

 
 

                       Ironw
ork Today 3 Inside and O

ut, 2011, Schiffer Publishing - The A
nvil's R

ing, V
ol. #2, Spring 2014 - Ironw

ork Today 4 Inside and O
ut, Schiffer Publishing 2014 

 
 

 
                                         A

aron &
 Shane T

ilton – T
hey w

ill w
ork together to forge an axe using the “Iron B

loom
” from

 our O
ctober 2013 event. 

 
 

 
                                Jeff Jam

bers &
 D

ustin M
undorf – T

ogether they w
ill forge a ham

m
er. 

 
 

 
                                Joe T

ravieso – Joe can be seen at the B
oerne A

g. M
useum

.  H
e w

ill use a hydraulic press to m
ake “D

am
ascus Steel”. 

!!
!

 
B

ring your law
n chair and don’t w

ear your good shoes.  Y
ou w

ill be out on the farm
 and you never know

 w
hat you m

ight step in. 

3
rd A

nnual R
ustyk Forge - D

em
o &

 M
em

orial 
Saturday, D

ecem
ber 13, 2014 

 
B

oard M
eeting – 9:30 

G
eneral M

em
bership M

eeting – 10:00 
M

em
orial and “R

inging of the A
nvil” – 10:45 

D
inner – 11:00 

B
arbeque B

risket, Sausage, and all the fixins’ 
W

e w
ill have iced tea and bottled w

ater to drink.  If you prefer an adult beverage feel free to bring it. 
W

e do plan to have a cam
pfire and an unending supply of C

ow
boy C

offer (gotta test the Java M
onkeys) 

A
uction 

Please bring your donated item
s as w

ell as your nickels to support the auction. 

D
em

onstrations 12:00 -5:00 
C

om
petition T

rade Item
 – Java M

onkey  
There w

ill be a prize for the best one. 
Feel free to com

e early and stay late.  Plenty of room
 for self-contained R

V
s, C

am
pers and Tents 
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One of the many reasons to attend the ABANA conference is the op-
portunity to view the inspiring art presented in the gallery.

Many thanks to Alan and Jeff Lee for sending these pictures so they 
can be shared with the Balcones Forge members.



There’s a lot of great stuff in the Balcones Forge library for all of us to enjoy, some of our books are VERY 
old, and some are brand spankin’ new. We have DVDs and VHS tapes (which can be converted to DVD - just 

provide a quick look  at a number of books and videos which are new to the library... That’s right! You can be the 

From different types of forges, welds, hammers, tongs, anvil tools, punches... You name it, this book covers it. 
The information is clear and concise to the point of not a single word wasted. Even the experienced smith is likely 
to run across some new information here.

homemade aluminum-melting furnace. This beast can be powered by either oil or propane (he shows how to do 
both) and produces at least
photos and illustrations, if you need to melt some aluminum, then this is your ticket.

and a nice departure from the typical “western” storytelling style.

are in this oddly delightful book.

Steephollow Forgeworks? Well, our library now includes a copy Ore to Axe

beginner smiths. He starts by showing a technique to create a very nice heart shape, and gives great detail on 

brief but useful tip on the best way to draw out metal accurately... a basic skill that many of us take for granted, 

by reviewing the forge weld, and has some great tips for making your forge welds successful every time. 

You’ve Never Seen This Before!
By Daniel Harrington
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Christmas Ornament Hanger 
By Steve Anderson, 
 a MABA member 

Point the end then forge to round. 

Bend to 90° in a vise. 

You may also make 
 a small tight twist 
 1” from the bend 

Forge a long square taper starting 1” from the other 
end.

Then forge the square end round. 

Stock: 3/16” square x 9-3/4”  

Starting 1-1/4” from the end, forge to 1/8” square. 
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Form a circle around a  
2-1/2” mandrel, allowing 
the tail to continue above 
the start 

Heat the tail and 
use a scroll tongs 
to shape a hook, 
centered under the 
upper hook. 

Bend the top point back to 
form a hook. 

                       (side view) 

Editor’s note: When Steve Anderson sent us a sample of 
the ornament hangers with his article for the newsletter, 
we knew the large 3-1/2” diameter hanger would be  
perfect for a chip carved ornament made by my cousin,  
Dick Baker. 

We hope you enjoy making these hangers to accent your 
special ornaments. Happy Holidays! 

To finish, use hot wax or use a wire wheel and a clear coat to finish. Using a brass brush is optional. 
For a different size mandrel, use the dimensions below, you may want to go up to 1/4” square stock for larger hangers. 

Diameter of mandrel



Vincent Herod
Spotted Dog Forge
166 Granite Road
Paige, TX 78659-4922
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Future Balcones Forge Meetings

December 13, 2014 Jerry Whitley - Devine, TX

January 2015: Gary Hilton - Hunt, TX
(study your axe making)

February 2015- Lee Brothers @ Steep Hollow Forge - Bryan, TX
(spurs and more)

March 2015- Pioneer Museum - Fredericksburg, TX
April 2015- Bluebonnet - Marble Falls, TX

(Dorothy demos bronze)
May 2015- Swing Music Fest - San Marcos, TX


