
President’s Corner April 2015

✯

✯ ✯ ✯
Officers

President
Jerry Achterberg
treefarm@swbell.net

210/661-3293

Vice-President
Jerry Whitley

jerry.whitley@ymail.com
210/288-3961

Treasurer
Rudy Billings

Rudy@BalconesForge.org
512/461-7375

Secretary
Tim Tellander

ttellander@gtvc.com
830/980-2903

C
E

N
T

R

A
L  T E X A S  B L A C

K
S

M
I

T
H

S

B
A

LC
ONES FORG

E

www.balconesforge.org

Editor

 Vince Herod 
spotteddogforge@yahoo.com 

512/253-6045

Balcones Forge Dispatch

Greetings!

The other day after a morning 
babysitting session with my grand-
daughter, Ella, as the kids were leav-
ing the older sister opened the front 
door and baby Ella ran for the out-
side world.  We tried to stop her but 
she is just too fast. My daughter-in-

law then yelled “Ella stop” and the child froze and then looked back 
for further instructions.

This is exactly the kind of thing that saves lives and helps to avoid 
injury. If you see dangerous situations that need immediate atten-
tion yell “Stop” and point at that person. If you are outside and they 
cannot hear you, wave your arms or throw your cap or something 
to get their attention. If you are inside, a quick flip of the light switch 
should do the trick, even when they are wearing hearing protec-
tion. We should always be aware of our surroundings when working 
around others with power tools and be ready to stop immediately 
when we hear the word “stop” no matter what you are doing.

Thanks to all for another successful Bluebonnet Demo. This one 
was way over the top. I can say enough to thank all those who 
helped out. This was our best demo to date.

If you didn’t get a chance to fill out one of the surveys it’s not too late 
to send us your comments and feedback.  This is the info we need 
to plan future events and make things better.

Hope to see everybody at the Helm shop this Saturday.

Jerry Achterberg
President Balcones Forge
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The Balcones Forge Newsletter is written by the editor except as noted.  Balcones Forge, it’s officers, members, contributors, editors and 
writers specifically disclaim any responsibility, or liability for any damage, or injury as a result of the use of any information published in the 
newsletter or demonstrated at a meeting or conference.  Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and safety of information provided 
but the use by our members and readers of any information published herein or provided at meetings is solely at the user’s own risk.

March Secretary’s Report

March 28 & 29 was 
the Bluebonnet Forge Demonstration by master 
blacksmith Dorothy Stiegler hosted by Balcones 
Forge.  Dorothy hot forged many beautiful flowers 
from silicon bronze which is 96% copper and 4% 
bronze.  A gift from God is what Dorothy contributes 
to her 40 year success in the business.  The silicon 
bronze is an expensive medium but she points out 
that it is durable and needs no maintenance.  Her 
projects have no welding, only rivets.  A slideshow 
revealed magnificent staircases, fences, and as-
tounding doors that she had completed for some 
very high end customers.  She is a current mem-
ber of the California Blacksmith Association as well 
as ABANA and has received numerous awards in-
cluding the Alex Bealer Award in 1998.  Whitaker, 
Turley, and Paley are only a few of the blacksmiths 
she has studied under and is quick to point out that 
a successful blacksmith not only looks at their own 
work, but admires it.  Dorothy also demonstrated 
her ability to verbalize the forging concepts to the 
very large crowd and I (for one) was particularly 
impressed with her unique ability to forge elegant 
pieces and she commented that hammer marks 
(not dings) add to the beauty of a blacksmith’s 
work.  By moving the piece on the anvil with your 
left hand and striking on the same place on the an-
vil with the hammer, is something Dorothy empha-
sized to the group about enhancing ones ability to 
forge.  Interestingly, Dorothy  mentioned  that she 

Dorothy Stiegler at the 
2015 Bluebonnet Demo 

and Workshop.  
                                         photo by Harry Cabluck
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has moved probably 50 tons of bronze over the 
years and that one of her basic blacksmith rules 
is to perfectly balance one’s work.  Also, she dem-
onstrated proper use of the hammer and empha-
sized that the proper technique totally matters for 
everyone.

Prior to the Saturday and Sunday demo, Dorothy 
held a hands-on workshop through the week of 
which 40 blacksmiths from Balcones Forge attend-
ed.  There were 10 anvil workstations carefully ar-
ranged under the auspices of Jim Elliot and John 
Crouchet.  Dorothy’s project for the group was a 
silicon bronze hummingbird attending to gathering 
nectar from a two different shaped cala lillies also 
of bronze.  Needless to point out that nature sel-
dom submits identical flowers and the same is true 
for 40 blacksmiths, but it was delightful to receive 
praise from Dorothy for our efforts.  It’s not very of-
ten that one gets to work in an environment where 
you feel you can’t do anything wrong.

Another unique experience was the German style 
striking she and Shane Tilton demonstrated.  Be-
cause differences in language can present a prob-
lem, the primary forger rings the anvil before the 
striker swings a blow and the forging process is 
stopped once the primary forger rings the anvil 
again.  The rhythmic sound produced by the pair 
was an awesome sound and Dorothy pointed out 
that this is a surer way to avoid injury by a hammer 
hitting hammer accidentally.

The demonstration was interrupted for a very spe-
cial recognition to Jerry Whitley and Rudy Billings 
who were presented lifetime membership awards 
from Balcones Forge by president Jerry Achter-
berg.  Also recognized for their work in meal prep-
aration was Dave & Elise Guerrero and Cheryl 
Craig.    Acknowledgement and appreciation was 
expressed to John & Carolyn Crochet for the won-
derful Texas hospitality, not to mention just plain 
nice folks.

A solemn moment was then taken to remember 
the recent death of Jane Honig, the wife of James 
Honig, one of Balcones Forge distinguished and 
talented blacksmiths.  A prayer was said by Jerry 

Whitley followed by very kind and heartfelt com-
ments from Dorothy. The ringing of the anvil com-
menced with members of the board followed by 
the entire group.

The Saturday evening BBQ was followed by one 
of the most popular silent and live auction of items 
donated by Balcones members. Whispers of not 
having some of the more generous bidders was 
quickly discredited as auctioneer Vince Herod be-
gan the auction.  After co-treasurers Daniel Har-
rington & Rudy Billings tallied up the proceeds they 
reported that this was the most profitable auction 
to date!

This wonderful event concluded Sunday after-
noon and Jerry Achterberg expressed that a major 
component of  the success of Balcones Forge is 
the hard work demonstrated not only in setting up 
for the event, but also the same enthusiasm by 
the group of individuals that assist each other in 
cleaning up after the event.

Reviews of the surveys filled out by members re-
garding future blacksmithing events as well as 
learning new techniques is under review and re-
sults will be announced at a later date.

Tim Tellander, Secretary
Balcones Forge 

James Honig and Dorothy Stiegler
                                         photo by Harry Cabluck
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A Great Deal

Balcones Forge has Mark Aspery Books!

All 3 volumes:

 I - Basic Blacksmithing
 II - Leafwork
 III - Joinery

$50 each -- no tax, no shipping, normal price $59

Send your requests to Rudy@BalconesForge.org

Future Balcones 
Forge Meetings

April 25, 2015: James Helm

May 16, 2015- Swing Music Fest 
San Marcos, TX

The Balcones Forge
Board of Directors

Jerry Achterberg, President
Jerry Whitley, Vice President
Rudy Billings, Treasurer
Tim Tellander, Secretary

John Crouchet
Daniel Harrington, Librarian & Co-Treasurer
Jim Elliot
Vince Herod, Editor
Alan Lee
Jeff Lee

Trade Item 

Our “Trade Item” for the April 25 meeting will be 
something from a 12 inch length of 1/2 inch square 
bar stock.  This is an opportunity to use your imag-
ination and show us what you can do.

You gotta make one to take one!

Member’s Survey

Please take the time to fill out the survey on the 
next page.  The leaders of the group rely on the 
input of members to keep the organization moving 
in the desired direction of the members.

You can return the survey to any member of the 
Balcones Board; just come to the next meeting!

Lost and Found

Somebody left a pair of red ladies prescription 
eyeglasses in my shop.  If you are missing yours, 
get in touch with me and I will mail them to you.

Someone left a navy folding chair.  Thanks.  I looks 
like it is just my size!

John Crouchet

          photo by Gerald Pollard
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Balcones Forge Member Survey 

The Balcones Forge Board, along with many wonderful volunteers, strive to make our 
organization the best possible, meeting our mission and the expectations of our members. With 
that in mind, the Board needs your assistance. Please take a few minutes to provide your input. 

Thank you. 

 
What was your favorite Balcones Forge meeting and why? __________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you be interested in having more hands-on workshops where we build something —like tongs or fireplace tools,  
 
etc.? _______  If we have such a meeting, would you come?  ________ Suggestions? _____________________________ 
 
Who do you think should be the next Bluebonnet Demonstrator?  ____________________________________________  
 
Have you seen this person demonstrate? _______   What do they do? _________________________________________ 
 
Do you think that Balcones Forge charges too much for the Bluebonnet Demo? _______   What other ways could we 
 
make money if we were to let everyone into the Demo for free? _____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Would you like to see regular instructional classes for beginners held at Zilker Park? _______ Would you come? _______ 
 
Are you getting tired of those old farts running this organization?  Name three people you think could take over and  
 
bring this club into the twenty-first century. ______________________________________________________________ 
 
How many friends have you brought to Balcones meetings? __________ 
 
Where should we have our meetings? ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you be willing to host a meeting? _________ If yes, name/phone _______________________________________ 
 
What type monthly demonstrations would you like to see? Blacksmith – bladesmith – other _______________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you be willing to demo? ________ If yes, name/phone _________________________________ What would you 
 
demo? ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What "Trade Items" would you like to see? _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Regarding trade items, how can we get more participation? _________________________________________________ 
 
Where is Balcones Forge falling short in service to the members / public? ______________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Suggestions/Comments: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The newest Lifetime Members of Balcones Forge

Rudy Billings and Jerry Whitley

photo by Harry Cabluck
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More Than Words...

It is such an honor and privilege to be inducted 
into the elite group of Balcones Forge Lifetime 
Members. Thank you! To be associated with the 
likes of Mr. Charlie (Stolte) and William Bastas, or 
Harvey Wise and Jerry Achterberg, is a outstand-
ing feeling. As I said in my acceptance rambling, 
this whole group is very special. I’ve never seen 
any association work together so effortlessly and 
efficiently. When the call goes out for volunteers, 
no matter what the need, folks show up early and 
stay late. Simply amazing! And a lot of fun goes 
along with our efforts.

If you have been watching from the sidelines, I 
encourage you to get involved in some way. The 
reward is... well, very rewarding! Ask any officer or 
board member how you can be part of the experi-
ence. And again, thank you for the privilege of be-
ing a part of this great group.

Rudy

PS. FYI -- the other Lifetime Members: George 
and Cheryl Craig, John Crouchet, Jim Elliott, Neil 
Hastings, Vince Herod, Jerry Whitley, Harvey 
Wise, William Bastas and the late Charles Stolte. 

“There’s only one reason a blacksmith won’t tell 
you something -- it’s because he or she is about to 
show you.”  -- RLB

  photo by Gerlad Pollard            photos by Vince Herod







The April 25 meeting of Balcones Forge will be at the shop of James 
Helm.  Start time is 9:30am.

James Helm
7458 FM 2579 Unit B
Floresville, TX  78114

 

Coming south from San Antonio on I-37, you exit on 1604 and head 
east, toward Elmendorf.  After 3 miles, turn right onto FM 1303 and 
drive 2 1/2 miles.  There will be a white convenience store on the 
left and a bar called The Outhouse on the right where FM 2579 in-
tersects with 1303.  Turn right onto 2579, and drive one mile.  The 
entrance will be the first one on the left, and the shop is the tin 
building on the left.



Map for April Meeting
Directions on the previous page of this issue



Vincent Herod
Spotted Dog Forge
166 Granite Road
Paige, TX 78659-4922
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Hummingbird in progress.  As taught at the Blubonnet Demo.         photo by Gerald Pollard


