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MONTESSORI PEDAGOGY 
 
Child Psychology: A study of the human development from birth to adulthood, the physical and 

psychology aspects of the child between three and six years. The child is seen as the constructor of the 
adult. Dr. Maria Montessori refined her theory of child psychology, borrowing heavily from the sciences of 
biology and psychology. She described childhood as a process in which a hidden but definite plan of 

nature unfolds as the child works to create the adult personality. 
 
Montessori Philosophy: Focus is on the concepts of Montessori 

principles, such as the Absorbent Mind‟, Sensitive Periods ‟ and the 
„Human Tendencies‟, which are the subconscious powers, which 
guide the child in his self-construction. Freedom: within a structured 

environment. The child is allowed to move around freely talking to other 
children and working with the equipment, which she/he chooses after 
demonstration of its use, by the teacher. However, she/he is not 

allowed to abuse the equipment or disturb other children, thereby 
limiting their freedom to work. Independence: the child‟s natural need 
for independence is encouraged. Self-discipline:t his is gradually 

developed through freedom of movement and freedom of choice. 
Concentration: children are encouraged to concentrate by being 
introduced to materials at the right developmental level for them, and to 

complete each activity. Reality and Nature: the value of growing up in 
close contact with nature. Children need real objects rather than 
imitation playthings, which do not work. Beauty: the environment should be aesthetically pleasing, simple 

and clean. Social awareness: this is aided by placing children in „family‟ or mixed age groups.  
Order: both materials and the environment promote order. Children usually feel comfortable in an  
ordered classroom where they understand the routine. Respect: children have to be respected as being 

different from adults and as individuals who differ from each other. Sensitive periods: children have 
times in their lives when they are particularly attuned to certain types of learning. Co-operation with 
parents: schools are part of the local community; children learn most effectively when a partnership  

exists between the child, parent and teacher and she/he is allowed to do things by him/herself.  
Additionally, the curriculum includes the organization and administration of a new „Montessori House of 
Children‟. It also deals with tackling various responsibilities involved wh ile merging into an existent 

classroom and adapting to the children. It offers training in the technique of objective  observation, 
material making, record maintenance, evaluation, parent orientation, and parent education,  etc. 
 

WHAT IS THE MONTESSORI METHOD? 
 

The Montessori system of education, named after Dr.  Maria 

Montessori has today, become synonymous with pre -school 
education. Her concepts revolutionized the way the world saw 
small children. She referred to the mind of a child betwene3 & 6 

years of age, as the Absorbent Mind. During this time he literally 
absorbs everything in his environment through sensorial 
exploration. By sensorially absorbing the surroundings, a child 

forms his personality and himself. He constructs his mind, his 
memory, power to understand and ability to think through 
impressions gained from the environment. Educational research 

has also verified that the early years are the most important years 
of a child‟s li fe. It is during the period between conception and four years that the child develops 50-60 % 



 
 

Документ1   Page 2 of 4 

of his intelligence and another 30% between the ages 4 to 8 years. Very  little develops after that. Today 

each parent wants to give their child the best education, however they have grown to realize that 
academic achievement alone will not prepare their child for life. Each child has certain vital needs as it 
grows up. In an academic environment these needs are generalized, hence these needs may be 

overlooked. However Montessori education strives to fulfill these individual needs. Dr. Maria Montessori 
believed that a child has the inbuilt tendency to learn by himself. The child is the constructor of the adult. 
Mother Nature has endowed the child with necessary powers to fulfill this task. The child achieves various 

levels of growth, within the time spans fixed by nature. We have no control over them. All he needs is an 
encouraging environment, which fulfills his developmental needs.  
 

The key elements of the Montessori method are Self-education, 
individual instruction , didactic materials, a specially prepared 
environment and the trained directress. A Montessori school  

provides prepared environments for children at each successive 
developmental plane where children are given freedom to work 
according to their inner urges. The child‟s natural interest in learning is 

encouraged by giving opportunities  in spontaneous, purposeful 
activities with the guidance of a trained adult. Within a framework of 
order eliminating the bane of competition, the children progress at their 

own pace and rhythm, according to their individual capabilities. These 
environments allow them to take responsibility for their own education. 
A sophisticated balance between liberty and discipline is  prevalent. 

Maria Montessori‟s fame is largely due to the apparatus to which her name has been given and to the 
result it produces while bringing out the hidden learning powers of the child. Younger children are 
intensely attracted to these materials and use them spontaneously, independently, repeatedly and  with 

deep concentration. These materials are precision made, beautiful and enticing. The outstanding feature 
of these materials is that they have built-in “control-of-error” by which the child is enabled to judge his/her 
performance objectively and independently and to truly learn from one‟s mistakes. A Montessori school is 

equipped with more than 100 different types of Montessori Apparatus, classified into Sensorial Material, 
Language Material, Arithmetic Material, and so on. Practical Life Exercises,  through the use of Sensorial 
Material, instill care for themselves, for others and 

the environment. Using this material, children learn 
to grade and classify impressions. They do this by 
touching, seeing, smelling, tasting, listening and 

exploring the physical properties of their  
environment, through these specially designed 
materials. The role of a trained Montessori teacher 

is that of an observer whose ultimate goal is to 
intervene less and less as the child develops. The 
teacher creates an atmosphere of order and joy.  

Knowing how to observe constructively and 
when, and how much, to intervene is one of the 
most important talents that the Montessori  

teacher acquires during a rigorous course of 
training. The teacher‟s role is to provide the right  
environment for the child and make sure that the 

child can work at his own development in peace and 
freedom. The adult should understand that it is the  
child who has to achieve his goals. The adult cannot  

do it for him. Therefore, the adult should learn not  
think, “ I have to mould my child. I have to make him a doctor, engineer etc.” The role of building the child 
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is that of nature and the child himself. For ordinary schools, education is same as literacy, but  Maria 

Montessori calls it as “ an aid to li fe”, making the Montessori system, a h ighly successful learning concept 
that has been acclaimed the world over. “Knowledge is necessary, but not sufficient. The well  educated 
person is a well developed person who knows how to live a healthy life in every aspect of human 

existence– a well developed personality.”        – Dr.M. Montessori  
 

Montessori Methodology: The theory deals with the origin and 

development of the Montessori method. 
Also dealt in detail are the role and the training of the adult as 
Montessori Directress ‟ and the function of 

the’ Prepared Environment’ as a cohesive and scientific  
environment to self-formation of the child. The Importance of the 
Early Years: when young children possess an „absorbent mind‟ 

and learn far more easily and effectively. Montessori materials: 
These are a key element in the environment, as the child learns 
through the materials, many of which are self-correcting, rather 

than directly through the teacher.  
The role of the teacher in the Montessori classroom is different  

from that of the traditional teacher. The Montessori teacher first observes the child to ascertain his/her 

interests and developmental level, and then gently directs the child towards appropriate activities so that 
she/he learns for him/herself through the environment and through the specially designed educational 
materials. Montessori tools can be grouped into 5 areas of activities. Dr. Maria Montessori (1870 - 1952) 

 
PRACTICAL LIFE 
In the Practical Life area, children carry out familiar home 

activities, such as sweeping, polishing, dusting, pouring, preparing 
foods, etc. These activities are designed to help the child achieve  
independence and confidence through meaningful activity with 

real li fe objects; they help develop 
coordination, concentration, independence, hand dexterity, care of 
one‟s self and environment, patience and grace and courtesy. 

 
SENSORIAL MATERIAL 
The Sensorial Material allows the child to understand his 

environment while learning through his senses. Each piece of 
material has one isolating quality, such as colour, weight, size, 
shape, texture, sound, smell, etc., which enables the child to take 

in impressions with t rue understanding and gives purpose, order 
and structure to his/her learning. Montessori materials are didactic 
and allow the child to see his/ her mistakes and correct them, 

which develops perseverance and a positive self-image and 
attitude towards mistakes. 
 

 
LANGUAGE 
Many activities are designed to proceed naturally towards the 

development of skills for reading and writing. The child first 
learns the phonetic sound of the letters, which leads to 
Building short phonetic words, he/she progresses at his/her 

own pace to reading longer phonetic words and is finally 
introduced to the different parts of grammar. 
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MATHEMATICS 

The child is introduced to Mathematics through the use of 
concrete materials. By working with the specially  
designed materials, he/she learns the physical quantities  

and matching abstract symbols. The child always works 
from the concrete to the abstract. By working with 
concrete materials, the child can see and understand the 

operations of Addition, Multiplication, Subtraction and 
Division. A solid foundation is formed for Algebra and 
Geometry through working with concrete materials. 

 
CULTURAL SUBJECTS 
We introduce the children to Cultural Subjects 

(Geography, History, Botany, Zoology, Science, Music 
and Art) to help feed their imagination and understanding 
of the real world during the time that they are most sensitive to them, which enables them to understand 

their role and the fact that they are part of the whole system. 
 

A COMPARISON OF TRADITIONAL PRE-SCHOOL AND MONTESSORI 
 
Traditional      Montessori 
 
Rigid Curriculum     Flexible curriculum 

Progresses at teacher‟s pace    Allows the child to learn at his own pace 
Constant guidance by teacher   Child free to discover on his own 
Non scientific      Scientific method of teaching 

Much role-play and fantasy    Reality orientated 
Random placement     Specific places for materials – Sense of order 
(not necessary to return to specific place)   

Teacher decides what the child has to learn  Child chooses activities according to inner  needs  
Teacher-centered environment    Child-centered learning environment  
Use of reward and punishment in motivation  Self-education through self-correcting materials 

All children are treated alike    Recognition of sensitive periods in each child Play  
materials for non-specific skills    Multi-sensory materials to develop specific Skills 
Rigid rules not to move furniture and to sit in  Liberty to move about self and furniture designated 

places  
Silence is on many occasions enforced  Liberty to speak (without disturbing others) as he 

pleases  

Focus on imparting maximum quantum of  Focus on developing the wholesome personality 
knowledge 


