
English 7 Magnet (Rev. Feb. 2018) 

MAGNET SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS FOR INCOMING SEVENTH GRADERS 
 
Incoming seventh graders are expected to read and complete assignments for two books over the summer. The first 
book is To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. For the second book, students should choose, with parental guidance, a 
novel written for young adults (or older). Assignments will be due August 30. 
 

Content Note: To Kill a Mockingbird is a well-respected novel that won the Pulitzer Prize in 1961. Please be aware, 
however, that in addressing racial injustice in 1930s Alabama, Lee includes racist epithets that were part of the 
culture in which the book is set. 
 

I. WRITING ASSIGNMENT FOR TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD: “TWO SIGNIFICANT TURNING POINTS” ESSAY 2-3 PAGES TYPED 

After completing To Kill a Mockingbird, find two passages (one from the first half and one from the 
second) that involve a character taking—or not taking—an action that has significant 
consequences. 

For each of the turning points: 

1. Type a short summary (1-2 paragraphs) explaining the character and the situation he or she 
is facing. Use double-space setting and 12-point font size. 

2. Skip a line after the summary. Type out the paragraph or paragraphs wherein the decisive 
moment occurs. (This passage should not be too lengthy – perhaps 3-4 paragraphs.) After the 
passage, identify the page number(s) in which it appears. Use single-space setting and 10-point 
font size to better distinguish Lee’s writing from yours.  

If you’re comfortable with adjusting margins, you can add one-inch 
to the left and right margins so the transcribed passage appears like 
the text in this sentence.  

3. Skip a line after the passage. Write a 2-3 paragraph analysis exploring why the character 
acted in the specified manner and how the decision/action impacts the story. (Your analytical 
paragraphs should both explore how the moment is important to plot and theme of the novel 
and what insights the moment reveals or reinforces about the character. Use double-space 
setting and 12-point font size. 

Your paper should have an introduction, two body sections (for the two turning points as described above), and a conclusion. 
*Use Arial, Cambria, Calibri, Helvetica, or Times New Roman font. (Do not bold or italicize the body text of your paper!) 

 

II. WRITING ASSIGNMENT FOR SELF-SELECTED NOVEL 

Use a blank sheet of unlined white paper (8½”x11”) folded in half for this assignment. (See diagram at bottom left.) 

1. The “cover” of your booklet should be an illustration related (directly or symbolically) to the story. Do not just copy the 
existing cover – create your own! The “cover” should also include the book title and author(s) of the book. You may also 
choose to include literary awards the book has won. 

2. On the inside left half, list the main characters and provide a brief description (1-2 sentences) of each. 
3. On the inside right half, write a summary (3-4 paragraphs) of the novel. Do not explain everything that happens. Focus on a 

few significant plot points, but avoid spoiling the ending of the novel.  
4. On the back, write your name (first and last) and the date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

“TWO TURNING POINTS 
 RUBRIC 

4 
A 4 (90-100) represents a virtually 
error-free final draft that explores 
the text with detail and depth. 

3 
A 3 (80-89) represents a coherent 
revised draft that explores the text 
with adequate detail and depth. 
Some mechanical and formatting 
problems may be present. 

2 
A 2 (70-79) represents rough draft 
work that is mechanically weak 
and/or underdeveloped, exploring 
the text with only minimal detail 
and depth. 

1 
A 1 (0-69) represents work that is 
untyped, incoherent, undeveloped, 
and/or lacking detail and depth. 
 
 
 

STUDENT CHOICE NOVEL RUBRIC 
4 
A 

90-100 
 

High-quality, 
 final draft work 

 

• Cover is very neat and creative 
• Cover includes all information required 
• Inside left panel neatly lists main characters and gives a brief 

description of each with few (if any) mechanical errors 
• Inside right panel gives a succinct and well-written summary 

with few (if any) grammatical and/or spelling errors 

3 
B 

80-89 
 

Mid-quality, 
 revised draft work 

• Cover is neat and creative 
• Cover includes all information required 
• Inside left panel lists main characters and gives a brief 

description of most of them 
• Inside right panel gives a succinct and well-written summary 

with some grammatical and/or spelling errors 
2 
C 

70-79 
 

Marginal-quality, 
rough draft work 

• Cover is not very neat, with minimal creativity 
• Cover includes some of the information required 
• Inside left panel lists a few main characters but gives a brief 

description of only some of them 
• Inside right panel consists of a summary that is difficult to 

follow or that is riddled with mechanical errors 
1 
F 

0-69 
 

Low-quality work 

• Cover is messy, with little or no creativity 
• Cover does not include title and/or author 
• Inside left panel lists characters, but does not include 

descriptions of them 
• Inside right panel consists of a short, one-paragraph summary 

 
 


