
Dear Adjuncts – 

This has been a really busy semester thus far for your representatives on the Adjunct Faculty Asso-
ciation Executive Council.  We worked hard in February and March to defeat the administrations 
proposal to shift a “market” view of compensation from the metro area to the community colleges.  
With your help, at the Board of Trustees meeting on March 1, 2010 we did just that.  Board mem-
bers, however, did charge the administration with developing a compensation proposal at a percent-
age of full time faculty pay.  This approach too comes with problems and the AFA is unclear on how 
we will be able to affect this proposal as the board charged admin with a final product – something 
that would be voted on in April with little regard for adjunct input. In the past, adjuncts have 
worked on this proposed methodology and have always had issues with the approach of administra-
tors that have prevented it from evolving to agreement.  All indications are that F-10 (Board Policy 
that defines compensation) in some form will be passed at the April meeting.  Again I encourage you 
to join the conversation by attending the meeting, April 5, 2010, 6 pm, HBC Rm 201.   We will work 
hard to keep you informed and to advocate on your behalf. 

In addition the AFA is proud to announce an increase in most adjunct faculty workloads.  Adjunct 
workloads for faculty hired after 1999 have been limited by administrative rule to two courses per 
semester.  The rule has now been changed to allow most adjuncts to teach three courses.  We realize 
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The AFA 2010 Spring Meeting will be held this Friday, March 26th at the Highland Business Center 
from 5 to 7 pm. In keeping with the college‟s recent emphasis on a reduced carbon footprint and 
sustainability, a catered buffet will provide snacks produced within a 90-mile radius, served on 
compostable plates and flatware.  
  
Candidates for the ACC Board of Trustees have been invited to attend and make a short presenta-
tion.  In addition, names, nominations & volunteer candidates for AFA campus reps and three offi-
cer positions -- Vice-President/President-Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer -- will also be an impor-
tant part of the evening.  
 
The professional development credit program will feature a presentation by Andy Kim, ACC‟s Direc-
tor of Environmental Stewardship and the Vice-Chair of the college‟s Recycling and Sustainability 
Committee. Register to receive professional development credit for attending this informative pro-
gram: Go to the ACC on-line Home Page, where in the A-Z Index you‟ll find the Professional Devel-
opment Workshop and Event Registration link.  
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 I would like to encourage you to get involved in the leadership of the Adjunct Faculty Association 
by running for election. The elections will take place this April 19-26, for terms that begin the fall 2010. 
   
 The offices include representatives at all of the campuses- Cypress (2), Eastview (2), Northridge 
(2), Pinnacle (2), Rio Grande (2), Riverside (2), Round Rock (1 ) and South Austin Campus (2). Addi-
tionally there are vacancies in the following positions: Secretary, Treasurer and Vice President/
President-Elect. All except the last are one year terms. Vice-President/President-Elect is a three year 
commitment. The VP advances to President in the next year, then to Immediate Past-President the fol-
lowing year. All are important leadership positions and all positions receive stipends from the College. 
Officer positions also receive health and other benefits paid by the College. 
 
  The Adjunct Faculty Association is your official voice to the administration and the Board of 
Trustees. Our primary function is to promote communication among the faculty, the administration and 
the board. We diligently strive to improve working conditions for adjunct professors. We are your source 
for adjunct faculty input into the shared governance process. 
  I have been privileged to serve adjunct faculty since 1999. Service in the AFA is a great way to de-
velop your leadership skills. It will provide a way to connect and integrate yourself into the college, while 
at the same time serving your fellow adjunct professors. 
   
 To participate in the election, send me a maximum 100-word statement of your candidacy and 
include the position you seek to run. Your statement should focus on your skills and qualifications and 
how you envision the future for ACC adjunct faculty. Working together, we make ACC a better place to 
work and to learn.  
 
Thank you for your serving your colleagues, 
 
Don Morris  
AFA PIN Campus Rep. 
Chair Elections Committee 
dmorris@austincc.edu 
 

AFA 2010-2011 Elections Process 

this change doesn‟t reflect everyone and we will continue to advocate for parity among all adjuncts 
in this area of college policy.  We would also like to express our sincere appreciation to Dan Dydek, 
Chair of Social and Behavioral Sciences and the Past President for the Faculty Senate.  Dan initial-
ized this conversation by submitting the issue to ACAC with the approval and support of the AFA 
eight months ago. 

As I said in my opening, it‟s been a busy!  One last note, please jot down the following e-mails for 
your benefit – the AFA has two new e-mail addresses for adjuncts to communicate with us.  So 
please use afapres@austincc.edu to contact myself, and afa@austincc.edu for general questions and 
comments. 

 
All the best, 

Dawn Tawwater, AFA President 

mailto:dmorris@austincc.edu
mailto:afapres@austincc.edu
mailto:afa@austincc.edu


 
Starting this fall, institutions of higher education in Texas shall make available to the 
public on the institution's internet website the following information for each under-
graduate classroom: 
 
 A syllabus. 
 The course instructor‟s curriculum vitae. 
 A departmental budget for the department under which the course is offered. 
 
As part of this provision, the Institution shall make the information available in no 
more than three clicks from the main school‟s main page. The bill was supported by 
Americans for Prosperity, the Young Conservatives of Texas, and the Texas Conserva-
tive Coalition in hopes that the education process would be more transparent for stu-
dents and the public. Given that much of public funding goes towards faculty salaries, 
the public wanted a better idea of the return on their investment. 
 
Academics were relatively quiet during the legislative process. However the Texas 
Community College Teachers Association (TCCTA) and the American Association of 
University Professors (AAUP) expressed some concern that may be worth consider-
ing. Advocates of H.B. 2504 claim that in the educational marketplace, parents and 
students (as consumers) will make more rational choices based on a free flow of infor-
mation. The TCCTA cautions about applying business models to the running institu-
tions of higher learning. AAUP is more concerned with academic freedom. They are 
not against transparency, but rather against provisions that make syllabi searchable 
by keywords and tags. “Using this database, one could search for, say, „Karl Marx,‟ 
and then, devoid of academic context, assert that a sum certain of public dollars is be-
ing used to advance Marxist ideas in public institutions.” 
 
Most professors already provide students with all of the information required by the 
bill, but the concerns raised by AAUP and TCCTA are worthy of continuing attention. 
 
http://www.aaup.org/AAUP/pubsres/academe/2009/ND/Feat/simm.htm 
http://tccta.org 
  

House Bill 2504: The “3-Clicks Rule” 
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Place 5 
Vic Villarreal 
Davis Jones 
David S. Reiter 
Fred L. McGhee 
 
Place 6 
Michael Perrine 
Raymond Hartfield 
Guadalupe (Lupe) Sosa 
                                                     
    This is a very important 
election for the community 
and for the college!   

Please vote in the election and 
take part in the vital participa-
tory process that selects folks to  
make the policy decisions for 
the Austin Community College 
District. 

If you are interested in hearing 
from these candidates, we en-
courage you to attend the AFA 
Spring Meeting on March 26, as 
time has been set aside to hear 
from these candidates and you 
will be given an opportunity to 
meet the candidates. 

 On Saturday, May 
8th, the electorate of the 
ACC District will have the 
opportunity to  vote on can-
didates running for three of 
the nine ACC Trustee posi-
tions.  These three trustee 
positions are up for this elec-
tion.  

The 2010 Candidates are:  

Palce 4 
Jeffrey Kyle Richard 
 

ACC Board of Trustees, Elections 
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 In February 2009, the ACC Board of Trustees passed the Sustainable Practices Policy C-9, 
formally creating a path for ACC‟s leadership in sustainability.  The Adjunct Faculty Association is 
meeting the call for sustainable practices that will reduce our carbon footprint by no longer printing 
hard copies of The Adjunct News.   

 The AFA‟s Executive Council will make sure copies are available in Adjunct Faculty offices to 
be shared amongst colleagues but hope that colleagues will read the electronic version that will be 
sent out by our AFA President and provided on our website at www.austincc.edu/afa.   

 We thank you for your help creating a sustainable ACC.  If you want to learn more about 
ACC‟s  sustainability efforts AND get professional development credit , we encourage you to attend 
out annual AFA Spring Meeting,.  You can also find  more information about ACC‟s Sustainability 
Initiatives, by visiting www.austincc.edu/sustainability/index.php.  

 

We’ve Gone Green! 

Featuring Adjuncts 
Adjuncts are doing some amazing things in their communities and at ACC.  We would like to high-
light the contributions that our members  are making and would like to showcase the personal and 
professional success of Adjunct Faculty at the Austin Community College.   Perhaps we forget that 
our colleagues are doing visionary things both inside and outside of the classroom.  The AFA would 
like to feature such Adjunct Faculty and would like to solicit your recommendations.  If you or 
someone you know would like to be featured, please email arivera4@austincc.edu for instructions. 

mailto:austincc.edu/afa
mailto:arivera4@austincc.edu


Officers 

President: Dawn Tawwater, atawwate@austincc.edu, 940-206-5256 

Vice-President: Richard Cutler, rcutler@austincc.edu, 223-1790 x25839; (c) 468-2410 

Secretary: Anaka Rivera, arivera4@austincc.edu, 799-1423 

Treasurer: Chris De La Ronde, cdelaron@austincc.edu, 459-4931 

Past President: Jim Nelson, jnelson@austincc.edu, 472-5524 

Campus Representatives 

Cypress:  

Wajma Nasher, wnasher@austincc.edu, 223-1790 ext. 26562 

Steven Villavicencio, svillavi@austincc.edu , 223-5926  

 

Eastview:  

David Albert, dalbert@austincc.edu  

George W De Tuccio gdetucci@austincc.edu, 223-5917 

 

Northridge:  

Pat Howard phoward@austincc.edu. 517-9912 

Marilyn Love, mlove@austincc.edu. (h) 990-0760; (o) 496-4431 

 

Pinnacle:  

Cleaburn Zwernemann, czman@austincc.edu, 494-4891 

Don Morris, dmorris@austincc.edu, 223-1790 x23183  

 

Rio Grande:  

Matthew Pappas, mpappas@austincc.edu, 858-909-8215 

Joe Liro, jliro@austincc.edu. 223-1790x25213 

 

Riverside:  

John Barlow, jbarlow1@austincc.edu, 744-8848  

Rennison Lalgee, rlalgee@austincc.edu, 223-1790 ext. 26560  

 

Round Rock Higher Education Center:  

Agnes Robinson, arobinso@austincc.edu, 778-5902  

 

South Austin:  

Luke Garza, rgarza@austincc.edu , 223-1790 x25672  

Delland Bartlett, dbartlet@austincc.edu , 223-1790 x25672  
 

Note: The views of the contributing authors in the AFA Newsletter are not neces-

sarily the views of the AFA EC or its membership. 

Officers and Representatives, 2009-2010 

PAGE 5 THE ADJUN CT NEWS  

mailto:www.austincc.edu/hr/compensation/salaryscales.php
mailto:rcutler@austincc.edu
mailto:arivera4@austincc.edu
mailto:cdelaron@austincc.edu
mailto:jnelson@austincc.edu
mailto:wnasher@austincc.edu
mailto:svillavi@austincc.edu
mailto:dalbert@austincc.edu
mailto:gdetucci@austincc.edu
mailto:phoward@austincc.edu
mailto:mlove@austincc.edu
mailto:czman@austincc.edu
mailto:dmorris@austincc.edu
mailto:mpappas@austincc.edu
https://webmail.austincc.edu/webmail/index.php3?&s%5Bmailbox%5D=INBOX&s%5BmainGroup%5D=*&s%5BmailGroup%5D=*&s%5Bmail_startmsg%5D=1&s%5Bsortby%5D=date&s%5Bsortbyway%5D=1&s%5Bmailtree%5D=0%7C&s%5Bdelete-return%5D=msgview&c%5Bf%5D=mail&c%5Ba%5D=compose&form%5Bto
mailto:jbarlow1@austincc.edu
mailto:rlalgee@austincc.edu
mailto:arobinso@austincc.edu
mailto:rgarza@austincc.edu
mailto:dbartlet@austincc.edu


Who We Are 

Every adjunct faculty member is automatically a 
member of the AFA. Adjunct faculty often join the 
Texas State Teachers’ Association (TSTA), the AFT 
(American Federation of Teachers) and/or the 
Texas Community College Teachers’ Association 
(TCCTA). None of them is affiliated with the AFA. 

Stay Informed, AFA Listserv 

Adjuncts for a better ACC! 

We are on the Web! 
 

www.austincc.edu/afa 

Tuition Vouchers, 
Use Them or Lose Them! 

 Employee Tuition Exemption Vouchers were pro-

vided to ACC employees in May 2003 with Administrative 

Rule 06.09.004.  You may visit the following site for eligibil-

ity criteria and general conditions for use, 

http://www2.austin.cc.tx.us/admrule/6.09.004Guideline-

Procedure.htm.  To find out whether you have tuition 

vouchers or require further instruction on how they can be 

used, visit https://www3.austincc.edu/it/evs/index.php for 

more information.  If you are using tuition vouchers for the 

first time for a credit course you will need to provide the 

College with all the information required of a first time stu-

dent.  Check with the Welcome Desk at your home campus 

for the Registration Checklist for New and Transfer Stu-

dents.  Spring Registration begins April 5, 2010, so consider 

taking a course at ACC.   

To stay abreast of issues that affect you and to share your opinion, subscribe to AFA‟s listserv. Managed 
by the AFA president and secretary, the AFA listserv is open to current adjunct faculty. Discussion topics 
are issues of immediate interest to adjunct faculty.  

To contribute to and receive email from the AFA list, address an email message to: 
LISTSERV@AUSTINCC.EDU  

Type "Subscribe to AFA" in the subject line of the email message (without the quotation marks). In the 
body of the message, type the command: 

subscribe AFA (your) first name  (your) last name .  *If you have an email signature, remove it.   

You will receive notification that you are subscribed. 
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Austin Community College 
 

5930 Middle Fiskville Rd. 
Austin, Texas 78652-4390 

 
Office Number: HBC 210 

 
Phone: 512.223.7023 

E-mail Address: afa@austincc.edu 
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