
SOCIALIZATION 

The center provides a variety of 

activities for expression and 

bonding with their peers such as 

book club, art therapy, and field 

trips.  Discussions are student-led 

and teacher-guided.  

SERVICE EDUCATION 

The ILC functions through a ser-

vent leadership model. Our center 

gives different opportunities for 

service learning for personal 

growth, building relationships, 

and serving the community.  

COLLEGE READINESS 

Students are provided with an A-G 

curriculum (Apex), college tutors, 

and seminars to help them be-

come comfortable with the idea of 

college. Some are enrolled in 

college concurrently.  

CAREER PREPARATION 

The counselor provides career 

presentations and organizes field 

experience opportunities to pro-

vide awareness and to help stu-

dents comfortably consider differ-

ent career paths.  

The Independent Learning Center provides a 21st Century, 

independent study approach to educate and graduate at-risk 

and disengaged students. The learning center is a dropout 

prevention program focusing on addressing social and emo-

tional issues to help students find a pathway back, acquire the 

academic and behavioral skills needed to achieve their high 

school diploma, and achieve success in college, career, and 

life. Using socialization, service education, and community 

integration, the program aims to develop independence, rela-

tionships, and comfort. 
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Strive for independence  by working 

hard and reaching goals. You’l l  

realize soon enough that it  was 

all  worth it ! 
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Independent Learning Center 

“You’ve seen me fall, now watch me rise…” 

Photo: Mrs. Cruchley (top right, teal) leading 
an art therapy class 
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In the Fall of 2011, Chapman Faculty 

Keith Howard, Margi, Curwen, and Anai-

da Colon-Muniz entered into an agree-

ment with the Anaheim Union High 

School District (AUHSD) to conduct a 

mixed-methods evaluation study of their 

Anaheim High School Independent 

Learning Center (ILC).  The ILC was 

established under the guidance of Dr. 

Diane Donnelly-Toscano, Project Direc-

tor of Innovative Programs at AUHSD.  

The study evaluated effectiveness and 

data to support improving and maintain-

ing the successes observed. 

MOTIVATIONAL MEASURES 

Participating students exhibited significantly 

improved perspectives as to their respective 

future outlooks as indicated by the change 

over the year in their ratings on a scale de-

signed to measure hope (Snyder et al., 

1997). Students had significantly increased 

self-efficacy for self-regulation. 90% of the 

students indicated their ability to plan had 

improved. 80% indicated they had better help

-seeking behaviors.  

 

STUDENT BELIEFS WITHOUT THE ILC 

30% of the students indicated that, were it 

not for the ILC, they would be doing the same 

kinds of things that led to their previous drop-

out or poor performance. 33% believed that 

they would not be in school at all.  
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findings. 

IMPACT OF CURRICULUM 

Participants’ perspectives of the online 

curriculum (Apex) were overwhelmingly 

positive. 97% of them indicated they had a 

good experience with the program.  

 

Overall, out of ten components of the ILC, 

the online curriculum scored the highest 

with 67% listing Apex in their top three. 13% 

of the respondents identified the online 

curricula as the most important element.  

 

Students cited several reasons for their 

good experience with the program including 

enjoying the availability of the online sys-

tem, appreciating working at their own pace 

and reviewing material repeatedly, and 

liking that the program allowed them to not 

spend more time than necessary for profi-

ciency.  

Photo: Mr. Nguyen (left) and Emilia 
Quesada (right) 

Photo: Ms. Cardenas leading students at 
Greenwald Farm 

Photo: Bill Bundy from Apex (Center), 
students left to right: Yaqueline Rodriguez, 

Reina Sura, and Alan Nava-Gutierrez 

Photo (From left to right): Richard Martens (tutor), Lorena Ninco 
(graduate), Mrs. Cruchley (teacher), Ms. Cardenas (counselor) 

Photo: Mr. Hughes (back right in blue) leading 
a hike overlooking Laguna with ILC students 


