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Work with your group to create an interactive dramatization about the daily life of ancient 
Egyptian government officials. Have your teacher initial each step as you complete it.

_____ Step 1: Assign roles. Review the roles below. Then choose a role for each member of 
your group. Make sure each person understands his or her responsibilities. Everyone will par-
ticipate in the dramatization.

Historian: You will lead the group during Step 2. Make sure the dramatization includes im-
portant historical information. 

Director: You will lead the group during Step 3. Make sure the dramatization includes all 
required elements and involves  
everyone.

Special Effects Designer: You will lead the group during Step 4. Make sure the dramatization is 
as realistic as possible.

Host: You will lead the group during Step 5. During the dramatization, invite visitors to par-
ticipate, and answer any questions they may have.

_____ Step 2: Learn about ancient Egyptian government officials. The Historian leads the 
group in examining Visual A: Government Officials to see what the image reveals about the 
daily life of ancient Egyptian government officials. Then take turns reading aloud from Section 
3 and complete the corresponding Reading Notes in your Interactive Student Notebook. 

_____ Step 3: Plan your interactive dramatization. The Director leads the group in planning 
a three- to five-minute interactive dramatization about ancient Egyptian government officials, 
in which all group members plus four members of the audience participate. Your dramatiza-
tion should bring to life the scene on your visual of a banquet at the home of an important 
government official.

The dramatization should highlight important information from your completed Reading 
Notes and include these parts, in order:

1. One of you, acting as the banquet host, greets your visitors, using the ancient Egyptian 
welcome of Iiwy em hotep (EYE-why EM ho-TEP). Invite them to sit with your guests on 
the appropriate side of the table. Tell the visitors which social class in ancient Egypt you 
and your guests are from.

Preparing an Interactive Dramatization  
About Government Officials
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2. Proudly “show off” your perfumed hair, jewelry, and fine linen clothing. Tell the visitors 
what positions you hold in the government and what your responsibilities are. Ask your 
visitors to describe the responsibilities of their government officials.

3. One of you, acting as a servant, offers food and drink to everyone at the table. Encourage 
visitors to sample the wide variety of dishes.

4. Say, “Regard one you know like one you don’t know, one near you like one far from you,” 
and explain why this is good advice.

5. Describe forms of entertainment that occur at banquets.
6. Ask if your visitors have any questions, and answer them. Thank them for coming, and say 

good-bye using the ancient Egyptian word senebti.

_____ Step 4: Brainstorm ideas for costumes, props, and special effects. The Special Effects 
Designer leads the group in brainstorming ideas for costumes, props, and other special effects 
that will make the dramatization more realistic. (During your presentation, the transparency 
will be projected on the screen behind your group.)

_____ Step 5: Rehearse your dramatization. The Host leads the group in rehearsing your 
interactive dramatization. As you rehearse, work on meeting these guidelines: 

• Your dramatization is three to five minutes in length.
• All group members actively participate in the dramatization.
• Actors speak their lines loudly, clearly, and at the right time.
• Actors use their costumes and props appropriately.
• The Special Effects Designer knows the cues for any special effects.
• Actors know how and when the visitors will participate in the dramatization.
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Work with your group to create an interactive dramatization about the daily life of ancient 
Egyptian priests. Have your teacher initial each step as you complete it.

_____ Step 1: Assign roles. Review the roles below. Then choose a role for each member of 
your group. Make sure each person understands his or her responsibilities. Everyone will  
participate in the dramatization.

Historian: You will lead the group during Step 2. Make sure the dramatization includes im-
portant historical information. 

Director: You will lead the group during Step 3. Make sure the dramatization includes all re-
quired elements and involves everyone.

Special Effects Designer: You will lead the group during Step 4. Make sure the dramatization is 
as realistic as possible.

Host: You will lead the group during Step 5. During the dramatization, invite visitors to par-
ticipate, and answer any questions they may have.

_____ Step 2: Learn about ancient Egyptian priests. The Historian leads the group in exam-
ining Visual B: Priests to see what the image reveals about the daily life of ancient Egyptian 
priests. Then take turns reading aloud from Section 4 and complete the corresponding Reading 
Notes in your Interactive Student Notebook.

_____ Step 3: Plan your interactive dramatization. The Director leads the group in plan-
ning a three- to five-minute interactive dramatization about ancient Egyptian priests, in which 
all group members plus four members of the audience participate. Your dramatization should 
bring to life the scene on your visual of priests embalming the body of a dead person to pro-
duce a mummy.

The dramatization should highlight important information from your completed Reading 
Notes and include these parts, in order:

1. Greet your visitors, using the ancient Egyptian welcome of em hotep nefer. Introduce your-
selves and invite the visitors to join you. Tell them which social class in ancient Egypt you 
are from.

2. Show some of the items that will be buried with this person’s body. Tell your visitors what 
ancient Egyptians believe happens to people after they die, and why these items are impor-
tant in the afterlife.

Preparing an Interactive Dramatization About Priests
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3. Describe the key steps in the embalming process. Be sure to explain why the heart is left in 
the body. Have your visitors hold the yards of linen used to wrap the mummy.

4. One of you, acting as a woman, point to a nearby temple. Describe the various responsi-
bilities of priests, including the role of women. Ask your visitors what types of jobs women 
in their society have.

5. Say, “Priests can’t eat fish or wear wool, and must bathe at least three times a day,” and 
explain why.

6. Ask if your visitors have any questions, and answer them. Thank them for coming, and say 
good-bye using the ancient Egyptian word senebti.

_____ Step 4: Brainstorm ideas for costumes, props, and special effects. The Special Effects 
Designer leads the group in brainstorming ideas for costumes, props, and other special effects 
that will make the dramatization more realistic. (During your presentation, the transparency 
will be projected on the screen behind your group.)

_____ Step 5: Rehearse your dramatization. The Host leads the group in rehearsing your 
interactive dramatization. As you rehearse, work on meeting these guidelines: 

• Your dramatization is three to five minutes in length.
• All group members actively participate in the dramatization.
• Actors speak their lines loudly, clearly, and at the right time.
• Actors use their costumes and props appropriately.
• The Special Effects Designer knows the cues for any special effects.
• Actors know how and when the visitors will participate in the dramatization.
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Work with your group to create an interactive dramatization about the daily life of ancient 
Egyptian scribes. Have your teacher initial each step as you complete it.

_____ Step 1: Assign roles. Review the roles below. Then choose a role for each member of 
your group. Make sure each person understands his or her responsibilities. Everyone will par-
ticipate in the dramatization.

Historian: You will lead the group during Step 2. Make sure the dramatization includes im-
portant historical information. 

Director: You will lead the group during Step 3. Make sure the dramatization includes all re-
quired elements and involves everyone.

Special Effects Designer: You will lead the group during Step 4. Make sure the dramatization is 
as realistic as possible.

Host: You will lead the group during Step 5. During the dramatization, invite visitors to par-
ticipate, and answer any questions they may have.

_____ Step 2: Learn about ancient Egyptian scribes. The Historian leads the group in exam-
ining Visual C: Scribes to see what the image reveals about the daily life of ancient Egyptian 
scribes. Then take turns reading aloud from Section 5 and complete the corresponding Read-
ing Notes in your Interactive Student Notebook.

_____ Step 3: Plan your interactive dramatization. The Director leads the group in planning 
a three- to five-minute interactive dramatization about ancient Egyptian scribes, in which all 
group members plus four members of the audience participate. Your dramatization should 
bring to life the scene on your visual of students at a school for scribes.

The dramatization should highlight important information from your completed Reading 
Notes and include these parts, in order:

1. Greet your visitors, using the ancient Egyptian welcome of ak em hotep. Introduce your-
selves and invite the visitors to join you inside the school. Tell them which social class in 
ancient Egypt you are from.

2. Give your visitors a tour of the scribe school classroom. Describe the purpose of scribe 
schools, who studies there, and for how many years they study. Ask your visitors who 
studies in their schools and for how many years.

Preparing an Interactive Dramatization About Scribes
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3. Show your visitors the typical tools and materials that scribes use. Have the visitors watch 
a student use these tools. Let your visitors try using the tools.

4. Say, “A youngster’s ear is on his back; he only listens to the man who beats him,” and 
explain what you mean. 

5. Have your visitors examine a tablet with hieroglyphs. Explain why scribes are important, 
and how their status affected their daily life. 

6. Ask if your visitors have any questions, and answer them. Thank them for coming, and say 
good-bye using the ancient Egyptian word senebti.

_____ Step 4: Brainstorm ideas for costumes, props, and special effects. The Special Effects 
Designer leads the group in brainstorming ideas for costumes, props, and other special effects 
that will make the dramatization more realistic. (During your presentation, the transparency 
will be projected on the screen behind your group.)

_____ Step 5: Rehearse your dramatization. The Host leads the group in rehearsing your 
interactive dramatization. As you rehearse, work on meeting these guidelines: 

• Your dramatization is three to five minutes in length.
• All group members actively participate in the dramatization.
• Actors speak their lines loudly, clearly, and at the right time.
• Actors use their costumes and props appropriately.
• The Special Effects Designer knows the cues for any special effects.
• Actors know how and when the visitors will participate in the dramatization.
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Work with your group to create an interactive dramatization about the daily life of ancient 
Egyptian artisans. Have your teacher initial each step as you complete it.

_____ Step 1: Assign roles. Review the roles below. Then choose a role for each  member of 
your group. Make sure each person understands his or her responsibilities. Everyone will par-
ticipate in the dramatization.

Historian: You will lead the group during Step 2. Make sure the dramatization includes im-
portant historical information. 

Director: You will lead the group during Step 3. Make sure the dramatization includes all re-
quired elements and involves everyone.

Special Effects Designer: You will lead the group during Step 4. Make sure the dramatization is 
as realistic as possible.

Host: You will lead the group during Step 5. During the dramatization, invite visitors to par-
ticipate, and answer any questions they may have.

_____ Step 2: Learn about ancient Egyptian artisans. The Historian leads the group in ex-
amining Visual D: Artisans to see what the image reveals about the daily life of ancient Egyp-
tian artisans. Then take turns reading aloud from Section 6 and complete the corresponding 
Reading Notes in your Interactive Student Notebook.

_____ Step 3: Plan your interactive dramatization. The Director leads the group in planning 
a three- to five-minute interactive dramatization about ancient Egyptian artisans, in which 
all group members plus four members of the audience participate. Your dramatization should 
bring to life the scene on your visual of stone carvers working on a sculpture.

The dramatization should highlight important information from your completed Reading 
Notes and include these parts, in order: 

1. Greet your visitors, using the ancient Egyptian greeting of yii em hotep. Introduce your-
selves and invite the visitors to join you inside the workshop. Tell them which social class 
in ancient Egypt you are from.

2. Give your visitors a tour of the workshop. Describe the types of work that artisans do, 
including what the artisans at this site are creating.

Preparing an Interactive Dramatization About Artisans
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3. Have visitors examine the tools you are using and try some of the work you are doing. 
Make sure they understand why the stone carvers’ work is so difficult.

4. Encourage visitors to listen in on a debate between two artisans about whether artisans get 
credit for the work they do. Ask your visitors to share their opinions.

5. Show visitors an object created by another type of artisan. Tell them about the type of 
homes artisans generally live in.

6. Ask if your visitors have any questions, and answer them. Thank them for coming, and say 
good-bye using the ancient Egyptian word senebti.

_____ Step 4: Brainstorm ideas for costumes, props, and special effects. The Special Effects 
Designer leads the group in brainstorming ideas for costumes, props, and other special effects 
that will make the dramatization more realistic. (During your presentation, the transparency 
will be projected on the screen behind your group.)

_____ Step 5: Rehearse your dramatization. The Host leads the group in rehearsing your 
interactive dramatization. As you rehearse, work on meeting these guidelines: 

• Your dramatization is three to five minutes in length.
• All group members actively participate in the dramatization.
• Actors speak their lines loudly, clearly, and at the right time.
• Actors use their costumes and props appropriately.
• The Special Effects Designer knows the cues for any special effects.
• Actors know how and when the visitors will participate in the dramatization.
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Work with your group to create an interactive dramatization about the daily life of ancient 
Egyptian peasants. Have your teacher initial each step as you complete it.

_____ Step 1: Assign roles. Review the roles below. Then choose a role for each member of 
your group. Make sure each person understands his or her responsibilities. Everyone will par-
ticipate in the dramatization.

Historian: You will lead the group during Step 2. Make sure the dramatization includes im-
portant historical information. 

Director: You will lead the group during Step 3. Make sure the dramatization includes all re-
quired elements and involves everyone.

Special Effects Designer: You will lead the group during Step 4. Make sure the dramatization is 
as realistic as possible.

Host: You will lead the group during Step 5. During the dramatization, invite visitors to par-
ticipate, and answer any questions they may have.

_____ Step 2: Learn about ancient Egyptian peasants. The Historian leads the group in ex-
amining Visual E: Peasants to see what the image reveals about the daily life of ancient Egyp-
tian peasants. Then take turns reading aloud from Section 7 and complete the corresponding 
Reading Notes in your Interactive Student Notebook.

_____ Step 3: Plan your interactive dramatization. The Director leads the group in planning 
a three- to five-minute interactive dramatization about ancient Egyptian peasants, in which 
all group members plus four members of the audience participate. Your dramatization should 
bring to life the scene on your visual of peasants working in the fields during harvest time.

The dramatization should highlight important information from your completed Reading 
Notes and include these parts, in order:

1. Greet your visitors, using the ancient Egyptian greeting of yeh. Introduce yourselves and 
invite the visitors to join you in the fields. Tell them which social class in ancient Egypt 
you are from.

2. One of you, acting as a woman, point to the Nile River. Describe how the peasants’ work 
changes according to the season. Include in your description the difference in roles 
between men and women.

Preparing an Interactive Dramatization About Peasants
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3. Show your visitors what you are doing, and explain how you sing songs to help pass the 
time. Play CD Track 15 and have your visitors work and chant along with you.

4. Say, “Harvest time can bring both reward and punishment,” and explain what you mean.
5. Offer your visitors some of the food you brought with you. Tell them about the typical diet 

for peasants, and what you do for fun.
6. Ask if your visitors have any questions, and answer them. Thank them for coming, and say 

good-bye using the ancient Egyptian word senebti.

_____ Step 4: Brainstorm ideas for costumes, props, and special effects. The Special Effects 
Designer leads the group in brainstorming ideas for costumes, props, and other special effects 
that will make the dramatization more realistic. (During your presentation, the transparency 
will be projected on the screen behind your group.)

_____ Step 5: Rehearse your dramatization. The Host leads the group in rehearsing your 
interactive dramatization. As you rehearse, work on meeting these guidelines: 

• Your dramatization is three to five minutes in length.
• All group members actively participate in the dramatization.
• Actors speak their lines loudly, clearly, and at the right time.
• Actors use their costumes and props appropriately.
• The Special Effects Designer knows the cues for any special effects.
• Actors know how and when the visitors will participate in the dramatization.


