
ARTFARM’s Shakespeare Sonnet Slam 2010 
Thursday, April 8, 7 pm at KidCity 

 
What is it? The Shakespeare Sonnet Slam is part of ARTFARM’s Elizabethan Bash!, a fundraiser for the 
2010 Shakespeare in the Grove production of As You Like It. Sonnet Slam performers must prepare and 
perform one of Shakespeare’s 154 Sonnets AND solicit SPONSORS to donate to ARTFARM on their 
behalf. The Shakespeare Sonnet Slam is a good-natured showcase, not a Slam in the competitive sense. 
The intention is to encourage people to perform sonnets in a fun, artistic and playful way, emphasizing the 
creativity over the competition. Prizes will be awarded to the slammers who raise the most money, so that’s 
where the real competition is. 
Who can participate?  Anyone is welcome to participate. Performers may enter in one of four 
categories: Youth, College, Adult Amateur or Adult Professional. 
How do I enter? Anyone wishing to participate in the Shakespeare Sonnet Slam must have a “Sonnet 
Slam Sponsor Form” (available from ARTFARM or downloadable at www.art-farm.org). You should 
enlist as many patrons as possible to sponsor your performance. Sponsorships must be in multiples of 14 to 
honor the 14 line nature of sonnets. Minimum sponsorship is $1 per line, or $14. $2 per line would be $28, 
$10 per line $140, etc. Sponsors under age 18 may do a “Youth Sponsorship” for $.50 per line, or $7. All 
performers must have a minimum of $56 in donations in order to perform at the Slam. 
Performers must have properly filled out Sponsor Forms and all sponsorships must be paid in full in order 
to compete. Sponsors may pay with a check made out to “ARTFARM” or with cash (receipts available.) or 
by credit card at www.art-farm.org. 
All performers must register with ARTFARM by Monday, April 5 in order to perform at the Slam. You can 
bring your completed Sponsor Form and all payments to the Slam on April 8. 
Do I have to memorize my sonnet? Performers are strongly recommended to have their sonnet 
memorized. And, since this is a “slam” and not a “poetry reading” you are encouraged to be creative, 
theatrical and to take liberties in your approach to the performance. A performance of a sonnet cannot 
exceed three minutes, however. 
What will the event be like? The Shakespeare Sonnet Slam is the Main Event at ARTFARM’s 
Elizabethan Bash!, a big party designed to let a bunch of people have a load of fun together while raising 
money for this summer’s production of As You Like It. There will be food, drink, dressing up, silly 
Elizabethan activities and even the opportunity to have your photo taken with Queen Elizabeth. Performers 
will deliver their sonnets on a special stage near the staircase landing in the front hall, while food, drink and 
other activities will take place around the Museum. The Youth Category performances will begin at 7 pm, 
followed by College around 7:30 pm, Adult Amateur about 8 pm and, finally, Adult Professional around 
8:30 pm.  
The event will be held at KidCity, 119 Washington Street, Middletown 
Will there be prizes? Yes. There will be wonderful prizes for the performers with the largest total 
dollar amount of Sponsorships. And there may be other fun prizes given out as well… 
Is there a charge to get in? There will be a $14 ticket price to attend the Shakespeare Sonnet Slam.  
Performers do not have to pay. Ticket price includes a light buffet and two drink tickets. 
Do these need to be solo performances? No. You can present as a team, a family, a dynamic duo, 
be theatrical, use multiple voices, use music, puppets, you name it. Keep in mind, though, that the 
performance area is small and the limit is 3 minutes.  
 
For more info please contact ARTFARM: (860) 346-4390 or info@art-farm.org. Thanks! 


