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Greetings from AHS! 
 
It has been an interesting few weeks at AHS.  
As you know, we had a power outage that 
resulted in an early dismissal on April 5. 
Although we lost some valuable instructional 
time, it did provide us an opportunity to practice 
our “shelter in place” and evacuation plans.  
Students and staff didn’t miss a beat when we 
lost our power and carried on with period 1 
classes.  We ended up keeping everyone in 
period one for the remainder of the morning due 
to lack of lighting in some corridors of the 
building. Once we determined that we needed to 
dismiss the school, students left quietly and 
were very cooperative.  We learned that we 
have a few issues to address so we are better 
prepared for any future emergencies including 
the purchase of flashlights and batteries.  I want 
to complement and thank our staff for their part 
in maintaining a calm and safe environment for 
all. 

 

[Date] 
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erat. Mauris lacinia, odio a 
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Summis: 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

APRIL 25  
             JUNIOR CAREER DAY 
             DAY OF DIALOG  GR 9 
 
APRIL 26   
Japanese Student Visitors  from  
Sister City Nagaokakyo 
 
April 29   College Fair  6:30 – 8:00 PM 

 
May 1      Math Expo 
 
May 4, 5  Spring Concert 
 
May 7    School Council Meet  5:30 PM 

 
May 13, 14  Math MCAS  Gr. 10 
 
May 24    Jr. Prom 
 
May 27  Memorial Day no school 
 
May 31   Sr. Prom 

Race Retreat was a “Memorable Experience” 
Arlington High School’s 1st Annual Race retreat, held during the week-end of March 8 -10 under 
the leadership of History teacher Melanie Konstandakis, was described as memorable by student 
Larissa Jeanniton. Several students from the Race, Society and Identify class spent the week-end 
with their three adult chaperones discussing a variety of topics including race, religion, sexuality, 
and economic status. Larissa described the discussion about religion as incredibly interesting 
since participating students came from so many different backgrounds.  She shared that their 
conversations allowed them to identify and prove stereotypes as invalid. Larissa stated “One can 
honestly say that we each came away from the retreat with a better understanding of race, racism, 
and what it means to be actively against racism. On the bus ride home it seemed as though 
everyone was coming away with a better understanding of themselves as well. 
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STUDENT TALENT SHOWCASED AT AHS 
Art Show a Big Success! 

If you missed the annual AHS Art Show, you missed a terrific display of art forms including 

paintings, drawings, ceramics, photography, sculptures, needlepoint, and so much more.  The 

show was impressive with the variety of displays, the large number of student participants, and the 

talent that was evident in the various exhibits. What is most remarkable to me is how well our Art 

Teachers Nancy Muise, Annie Rebola, and David Moore are able to showcase the talents in our 

gifted students as well as draw out the “creativity” in all aspiring artists.  Congratulations to our 

entire Visual Arts Department! 

 
Performance of GREASE gets standing ovation! 

 
Once again, our AHS actors and actresses, provided a stellar performance of Grease in our annual 
spring musical.   I’m convinced you wouldn’t find a better production on Broadway.  I look forward 
to the spring production every year and I am never disappointed.  How fortunate we are to have 
such talent among our students, as well as a dedicated performing arts staff who coach and direct 
the play at such a professional level.  Congratulations to all our performers, the students who 
supported the play behind the scenes, and their teachers and directors! 

Ed Gerety talks to our students in Jr/Sr and Gr 9/10 Assemblies 
 

Motivational speaker, Ed Gerety engaged students in lively, humorous, and touching discussions 
about appreciating those we love, refraining from judging others on what we “see” or “think” we 
know about them, and to forgive others even if we believe we have been wronged.  He told them to 
make sure they tell their family and friends that they love them. In each assembly, he brought a 
student up to the stage and had them call their mothers and say “I love you” in front of the 600 
students in the auditorium.  His messages were powerful, meaningful, and relevant to our students 
and presented in a way that had them fully engaged.  Many students commented that it was one of 
the best assemblies they had attended! 

 

Great Opportunity for New Drivers 
 
With prom season and the summer months upon us, the safety of our students is always on our 
minds.  Arlington Public Schools and The Arlington Police Department continue to collaborate to 
educate our students on safe and responsible driving.  We are very excited that the Arlington 
Police Department is offering an opportunity for our students to attend the same crash prevention 
driving school that Arlington Police Officers attend.  “In Control Crash Prevention” is a one day 
class that trains young and experienced drivers how to handle their automobiles on a closed 
course located in North Andover.  In Control is recognized by many auto insurance companies who 
honor additional discounts to drivers who complete the course.   Arlington Police Chief, Fred Ryan, 
is offering five scholarships to AHS students to attend In Control.  Chief Ryan believes that sending 
more of our young drivers to In Control Crash Prevention will make Arlington a safer place for all.  
To apply for the scholarship please fill out the application (located in House Offices) with your child 
and return it to one of the House Offices (Downs, Fusco, or Collomb House) by May 15th.  
Students who are not awarded one of the five scholarships are still able to attend the course at 
their own expense.  For further information about In Control, please visit their website at 
http://www.driveincontrol.com. 
 

http://www.driveincontrol.com/
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NEW AP ENVIRONMENTAL COURSE AVAILABLE TO JUNIORS AND SENIORS 
 
Due to a recently funded grant, a new course listing has been made available since 
the posting of the Program Of Studies was set and course enrollment began. 
 
AP Environmental Science will be offered this coming September for all juniors or 
seniors who have successfully completed Physical Science and Biology and has the 
approval of your teacher. 
 
The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the  
scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the 
interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental 
problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated 
with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing 
them . 
 
AP Environmental Science will be offered in the same course time as regular 
Environmental Science as a heterogeneous course. 
 
Any students who have already enrolled in Environmental Science for the fall and 
would like to switch levels, or would like to enroll in AP Environmental Science as a 
new course, should see their science teachers and guidance counselor ASAP to 
make the change.  

 

Opportunity for students at Brandeis 
 

Splash is an event where college students invite high school students to join them in 
celebrating a love of learning, where college students have come up with a variety of 
courses they are passionate about and have plans to share them with interested 
high school students. 
 
Students can register for a variety of classes throughout the day on April 27 by going 
on their website. Courses are free of any charge!  
 
One of their goals is to also help motivate students in their studies and to become 
proactive individual,s as well as looking forward to college and the great flexibility in 
classes that can help foster a greater love of learning.  
 
 

For more information, take a look at their website:  
https://brandeis.learningu.org/ 
 

 

http://brandeis.learningu.org/


 

 

  Parent Volunteers Needed 

 

The Junior Career Day Parent Committee is still looking for volunteers to assist on 
April 25.  They can use help anytime between 7:30 and 11:15 AM even if it is for a 
short time. If you can help, please send me an email and I will forward it to the 
committee. 

 

ASTRONAUT VISITS AHS 
 

On Monday, April 8th, Colonel 
Michael Fincke, an astronaut with 
the former space shuttle program, 
the International Space Station, 
visited AHS and spoke to a large 
number of students in Lowe 
Auditorium.  Colonel Fincke has 
participated in many scientific 
space programs and shared 
pictures and stories about some of 
his adventures and space 
missions.  He talked to students 
about what it is like to be an 
astronaut and how his dream as a 
young boy to fly into space became 
a reality.  Colonel Fincke 
encouraged students to follow their 
dreams, work hard, and to never 
give up.  His talk was interesting, 
inspiring and very much 
appreciated by all in attendance.  
 
We would like to thank Richard 
Milner and his sons Will and Sam, 
for arranging to bring this 
distinguished guest to our school.   


