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A R G s  e A R n s  h O n O R
By Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield)

Appomattox Regional Governor’s School for the 
Arts and Technology was recently named a top 
high school in the October 2013 issue of Virginia 
Living, a revered magazine in the state of Virginia. 
Virginia Living recognized ARGS as being one of 
the most innovative high schools in the Com-
monwealth, listed along with public and private 
schools like Norfolk Collegiate and Maggie 
Walker Governor’s School. 

For a feature in the latest edition of Virginia Liv-
ing, a number of high schools and colleges were 
recognized for going above and beyond in the 
things that they do. In this list, ARGS was noted 
to exemplify exactly what the arts and humanities 
mean. Appomattox was chosen by a committee 
of representatives that travel around the state of 
Virginia to look for schools that demonstrate 
greatness. 

Dr. Victory, the executive director of ARGS, 
weighed in as to why and how our school earned 
such a prestigious title. He believes that there are 
some specific things about ARGS that helped our 
school get named in such a list. “I believe that our 
school is like no other out there,” Dr. Victory says. 

Our executive director believes that due to all of 
our school’s performances, shows, and literary 
works (including ASGARD), ARGS really stands 
out against other schools with the same interests. 
Considering all the dance performances done in 
conjunction with the Richmond Ballet, the jazz 
band concerts in Old Towne Petersburg, and the 
distribution of our literary magazine, ASGARD, 
Dr. Victory believes that these venues, creations, 
and publications really got our school’s name out 
for people to take notice. 

Dr. Victory especially noted the success of last 
year’s school musical, Hair, as he firmly feels that 
the popularity of the performances helped our 
chances of getting noticed. “We had nearly a full 
house for all six of the performances. That just 
shows how much people want to see our school’s 
productions,” Dr. Victory explains.

Appomattox Regional Governor’s School can 
certainly brag about the honor of receiving the 
title of a top high school in Virginia, and it is 
only one on a long list of well-deserved recogni-
tions.

Proudly keeping the ARGS community in touch with the fantastic achievements of our students and staff. 
-Dr. James M. Victory

The Dragon’s Lair
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Madame Mazzola

2erika Jaimes Wins Poetry Prize
by Jacqueline Lucente (southampton)

Even though senior Erika Jaimes (Chesterfield) 
isn’t one to submit her work to writing competi-
tions, the incentive of extra credit led her to enter 
one contest-- and she won. Creative Communica-
tions, an organization that encourages writing for 
students of all ages, selected Erika’s poem “Nonita” 
as one of the top ten pieces for their Spring 2013 
Competition out of hundreds of submissions. 
Along with publication, Erika will receive a cash 
prize.

“I was definitely surprised,” says Erika when 
asked about her win. It is even more meaningful 
considering the poem is about her grandmother, a 
woman she greatly admires. This is the piece’s sec-
ond publication-- it can also be found in the most 
recent edition of ASGARD, the literary magazine 
created by ARGS students. 

Erika hopes to keep writing in the years follow-
ing graduation, and she would like to thank the 
wonderful teachers in her focus area for their role 
in her development as a writer. To read a copy 
of Erika’s poem, send an e-mail to Literary Arts 
teacher Ms. Gail Giewont (ggiewont@args.us) to 
request one of the few remaining copies of our 
literary magazine for $15, or visit the store section 
of  poeticpower.com to purchase the Creative 
Communications anthology. 

Les Vacances de Madame
By emily Green (Chesterfield)

Erika Jaimes. Photo by Jake Nunnally.

This summer, ARGS’ very own French teacher, 
Madame Mazzola, had the amazing opportunity to 
spend two weeks in France, connecting again with 
the culture, the language, and the people, all in 
order to give our students a more complete learning 
experience. Mme Mazzola, who is on the mailing 
list for the French Embassy in D.C, first heard 
of the opportunity through an email, sent in her 
application for the second year, and was accepted, 
being one of 15 selected applicants from teachers of 
French as a second language all over the country.
 
“The first thing I did was visit my childhood friend 
who lives now in Paris. She and her husband were 
visiting her parents who live in the south of France. 
I stayed with them there, and was immediately 
immersed in the French family setting,” she said. 
Her time with her host family in Bordeaux gave 
Madame a lot of amazing memories to take home 
with her, but she also took a great number of classes 
to help her better her own teaching. The purpose 
of these classes was to augment her own lesson 
plans for our ARGS students, and Madame learned 
how to take an “Actionnelle” approach to teaching, 
where students are constantly engaging in class, 
asked to pick out patterns in the language, making 
connections for themselves, and thinking critically 
to build and internalize their understanding of the 
language. “It was just to teach us how to really get 
at the heart of the language, away from technicali-
ties, to engage students,” she said, “and it works! It’s 
crazy! It’s a bit more preparation on my part, but it 
is so worth it.”

Classes were taught by L’Alliance Française, the 
worldwide French association dedicated to the 
promotion of the French language. Each class 
had a particular theme, and by the end of her two 
week stay, Madame Mazzola had created her own 
ecology-themed lesson plan and had received the 
lessons of the 14 other teachers. Other classes in-

cluded a cooking class, and a wine class and more.  
The scholarship she was awarded not only just paid 
for her lodging, classes and train fair, but allowed 
her to buy about 10 kilos worth of children’s books 
which she mailed back to the states via “la pôste.”

The day before the program ended, Madame 
Mazzola celebrated her birthday in France, having 
un pique nique (picnic) in the Jardin Public in 
Bordeaux with her colleagues, which she described 
as being so very French. When asked if the entire 
trip was worth it, Madame said, “Absolutely! It was 
amazing. It was really self-affirming. I learned a lot 
and feel that I have really grown both professionally 
and personally, thanks to this experience. It felt just 
great.”

If you would like to know more about Madame’s 
trip, you can check out her blog about her summer 
adventure at http://lesvacancesdemme.blogspot.
com/. ARGS welcomes back Madame with open 
arms, incredibly lucky to have her, excited to see 
all her photos and hear all about her journey, and 
more than ready to try some of her newfound 
French cooking skills! 

halloween Party!
By Ally Rivera (Petersburg)

This October, the theater department is having 
its annual Halloween Party to celebrate All Saints’ 
Day! The event will take place on Thursday, Oc-
tober 31st during both lunches in the black box. 
The cost for ITS/Drama club members is only 50 
cents, and for non-members will be one dollar. 
There will be food and entertainment, including 
a performance by SKETCH, our theater improv 
team, so mark your calendars!
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Following the unprecedented success of last year’s 
musical production of Hair, the Theatre Arts 
department is back and ready to astound us once 
again with Carrie: The Musical. This musical ad-
aptation of the Stephen King classic breaks down 
barriers and addresses everyday issues in a less than 
conventional way.

Carrie: The Musical is a story about Carrie, a 
bullied teenage girl who discovers that she has 
the power of telekinesis.  Add in that she has an 
overbearing religious fanatic as a mother and a 
girl determined to make her the laughing stock of 
prom and you have a recipe for a show that you’re 
sure never to forget. Director and Theatre teacher 
Jason Campbell chose the show for several reasons. 

In addition to picking it for its relatability, he said,  
“I think bullying is a topic that is very relevant 
in today’s society and especially when it comes 
to the increasing number of mass shootings.  I’m 
certainly not endorsing using violence in any way; 
however, I believe Carrie poses the question, ‘How 
could we alter the course of history by taking the 
time to be kind?’” 

A portion of the money raised from the show will 
go to Lady Gaga’s Born This Way Foundation, 
whose mission is to promote individuality and 
a more accepting society. Campbell chose this 
charity in particular due to the popularity of Lady 
Gaga among the student body and because the 
foundation targets youth in particular. Congratu-
lations to the following students who have been 
cast in Carrie: The Musical:

Lizzy Goes to Camp
By Melicia James (Petersburg)

Senior Literary Arts major Elizabeth Farschon 
(Dinwiddie) participated in the Gaining Real Op-
portunities with Students (G.R.O.W.S.) program 
this past summer at Virginia State University. 
G.R.O.W.S. is geared towards rising seniors who 
are interesting in studying education. It was a 
week-long camp with days starting at 5:30 am 
and ending around 11 pm; the students stayed in 
VSU dorms. Elizabeth learned about the pro-
gram, which requires an application with an essay, 
teacher recommendation and a phone interview, 
through ARGS last year.

Students participated in workshops and seminars 
based on topics like Special Education and Profes-
sional Dress. They went to Kings Dominion and 
completed a Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) Web Quest. The rising seniors also 
went to Washington D.C. where they interviewed 
Congressmen Bobby Scott and Randy Forbes on 
education issues in Virginia. They taught a lesson 
on solids, liquids and gases at the Boys and Girls 
Club on the VSU campus. “We found out that a 
lesson plan on paper is nothing like a lesson plan 
in action, especially when you’re working with 
young children,” said Farschon. The children were 
between the ages of five and nine.

Elizabeth received a laptop, $500 stipend, and a 
new professional dress outfit. She also got a tro-
phy, which she described as “pretty darn cute.” She 
recommends this program to anyone interested 
in teaching and said that it was a pleasure being 
around people who share the same goals. Rising 
seniors who are interested in the G.R.O.W.S. 
program should be on the lookout for emails and 
announcements from the guidance department 
regarding it.

Elizabeth Farschon (left front) and the other G.R.O.W.S. 
participants

Carrie- Payton Vernier (Chesterfield)
Margaret -Grace Mincks (Colonial Heights)
Sue- Emma Fralin (Chesterfield)
Tommy- Daniel Kunkle (Chesterfield)
Chris- Emma Burge (Chesterfield)
Billy- Gregory McDoe (Petersburg)
Miss Gardner- Jewel Morris (Chesterfield)
Mr. Stephens- DeMauray McKiever (Chesterfield) 
Rev. Bliss- Brendon Watts (Chesterfield)
Frieda- Courtney Stubbs (Chesterfield)
Norma- Lydia Thompson (Chesterfield)
Helen- Ellie Whelan (Prince George)
George- Will Watkins (Surry)
Stokes- Ty Boone (Petersburg)
Freddy- Xavier Barrett (Richmond)

Ensemble:
Lindy Pokorny (Chesterfield)
Jo Rozycki (Richmond)
Abby Mitchell (Chesterfield)
Madison Harris (Richmond)
Claire Dowling (Chesterfield)
Shawna Nastasi (Amelia) 
Erin McEwen (Chesterfield)
Taz Beggs (Chesterfield)
Anne Freelin (Chesterfield)
Madeline Brawley (Chesterfield) 
Sarah Patterson (Chesterfield)
Jordan Sheehan (Chesterfield)
Garvey Dobbins (Richmond)

Carrie: The Musical will have performances at 7 
pm on November 15, 16, 22, 23, and at 2 pm on 
November 17th and 24th in the James L. Ruffa 
Performing Arts Center.

ARGs Presents Carrie: The Musical
By emma Burge (Chesterfield)     

snail Tales
By Mr. Watson     



“[Freshmen orientation] was amazing because ev-
eryone was a little nervous at first, but the ARGS 
family is truly caring and great. By the end it 
was a warm and fuzzy environment” says Berkley 
Lipscomb (Dinwiddie), a freshman dance major.  
These are just some of the very positive reactions 
that the freshmen students had about this year’s 
orientation. The purpose of orientation is for the 
freshmen to get to know the school and students 
before the school year starts.

One of the most popular aspects of the day was 
the rotations at the end of the day. After lunch 
and ice breakers, the class of 2017 split into 
groups and went into rotations—two of which 
were us meeting with upperclassmen about our 
experience when we start school. I felt that this 
time took away the nervousness I had about 
starting high school. After we talked to the other 
students about their experience and advice, I was 
ready to start school and be myself. The other 
students found these rotations to affect them in 
the same way. Berkley Lipscomb felt that “The 
rotations were very helpful and they let us know 
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Freshman Orientation: A Grand success
By Josie Roebuck (Petersburg)

about how the school would be so it wasn’t such 
a...shocker when we got here. And they told us 
how you would have to put in more work, which 
made me feel more comfortable and have a sense 
of what I needed to know.” 

Kayla Jones (Chesterfield) described the experi-
ence as “just sitting with people that are new and 
experiencing the same things as you.” It had a 
strong impact and was a success. 

Some schools use the entire first week of school to 
have an orientation week and some have two days 
of orientation, but Ms. Smith, an English teacher 
at ARGS who helped out a lot with orientation, 
said the ARGS staff feels that more time is not 
needed. Also, ARGS acknowledges that some 
students live up to two hours away. It would be 
a hassle to have  families commute two days in a 
row. It was a long day, but the time is well spent.  

The Class of 2017 would like thank all who 
helped their class get ready for high school.

ARGS Welcomes Mr. Ruffa
By Ja’Kara White (Petersburg)

We would like to welcome new teacher, Mr. Jay 
Ruffa, son of former director, the late  James L. 
Ruffa. Mr. Ruffa teaches Physics, Geosystems, and 
Geospatial Semester here at ARGS. He is from the 
tri-cities area and  attended Virginia Tech Univer-
sity where he received his undergraduate degree 
in Geology. After that, he went on to obtain his 
Master’s in Leadership, Policy, and Administration 
from the University of Richmond.

Originally, Mr. Ruffa did not want to become 
a teacher. He wanted to be a geologist,  but his 
parents persuaded him to follow in their footsteps. 
He began teaching in 2002 in Hopewell and 
continued teaching for eight consecutive years 
before taking a one year break. During this break, 
Mr. Ruffa worked as a financial provider where he 
helped educators plan for retirement.

When he is not teaching, Mr. Ruffa enjoys duck 
hunting with his chocolate lab, Delta. “I named 
my dog Delta because that is where rivers dump 
into. I guess that’s the Geology part in me,” said 
Mr. Ruffa. “Coming into ARGS everyday is bitter-
sweet. I am constantly reminded of a significant 
loss in my life, but am excited to work with, in, 
and be a part of something very special [ARGS].  
I aspire to have just as big an impact on those 
around me that my father did. If that is possible,” 
said Mr. Ruffa. 

More Time with ARGs’ 
students
By Jasmine Davis (Petersburg) 

This school year Ms. Hardesty returns to ARGS, but 
not as a part-time history teacher. She felt like she 
didn’t know the students or have enough time with 
her co-workers, so she decided to apply as full-time 
family member at ARGS. She teaches four classes on 
economics and personal finance and two U.S. history 
courses.  Although economics is her first web-based 
and face-to-face, or hybrid, class, she looks forward 
to overcoming the challenges technology throws at 
her in order to ensure the success of her students. She 
believes all students can learn, and nothing will get in 
her way. When asked what her teaching philosophy 
was she said, “It’s easy to ignore international and do-
mestic issues when there are five episodes of Law and 
Order on in a row.  I want to teach because I want to 
motivate students to learn more about the world they 
live in, so they won’t have to be complacent citizens, 
and so that they can imagine a world outside their 
neighborhoods.”

Dr. Joyner
By elizabeth Farschon (Dinwiddie)

This year ARGS has had the privilege of open-
ing its doors to several new faculty members, one 
of whom is  Dr. Wesley Joyner. Dr. Joyner was 
born and raised in Hopewell, Virginia where he 
attended Hopewell High School. He then went on 
to earn his B.A. in History from The University of 
Virginia, M.A. in History from Virginia Com-
monwealth University, and Ph.D. in History from 
The University of Southern Mississippi. 

ARGS is certainly very fortunate to have such a 
knowledgeable instructor on its staff. When asked 
why he chose to come to ARGS, Dr. Joyner re-
plied that it was “because the students are bright, 
creative, and fun to work with.”

Dr. Joyner teaches both CC U.S. History and CC 
Government here at ARGS. He especially enjoys 
teaching the American Revolution in History and 
current events in Government.

While teaching has always been a strong option 
for Dr. Joyner, he says that he would also like 
to revise and publish his dissertation. He would 
like to have this completed in the next three to 
five years, and says that is “a major accomplish-
ment for any historian.”  The ARGS community 
certainly appreciates having such a devoted and 
experienced teacher on our staff.

Dr. Joyner. Photo taken by Jake Nunnally 
(Chesterfield)

DO YOu hAVe AnY 
ARGs neWs?

Email Ms. Giewont at 
ggiewont@args.us!

Ms. Hardesty. Photo by Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield)



ARGs Partnership with Vsu
By D’Ivieyon Braxton-Hicks (Amelia)

ARGS has started a partnership with VSU to 
provide students with academic scholarships to at-
tend their university. This partnership was started 
last year. The Chief of Staff at VSU, Colonel (ret.) 
Cortez K. Dial, and Dr. James Victory, ARGS 
Executive Director—two long-time friends and 
educators—sought to give ARGS students ad-
ditional opportunities after they graduate from 
high school. 

All students can look into the program, but it is 
specifically for seniors. These academic scholar-
ship opportunities will help students to not only 
receive their bachelor’s degree, but also should 
help reduce or eliminate after-college debt most 
students have to face.

To have the opportunity to receive the academic 
scholarships, Virginia State looks for someone 
who is well-rounded and committed to doing his 
or her part to receive a quality education. The 

(L to R) ARGS Executive Director Dr. James Victory, 
D’Ivieyon Braxton-Hicks (Amelia), Emily Green (Chester-

field) and Retired Military Colonel, Cortez Dial. 
Photo taken by Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield)
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AsGARD submission and 
sales!

By Kali Fillhart (Franklin City)

It’s getting to that time of year again. The leaves 
are changing, the days are becoming shorter, and 
the air’s becoming crisp. Oh, and submissions to 
Asgard are being accepted! If you love to write 
and feel like it’s about time you got recognized for 
your talent, submit your work--fiction, nonfic-
tion, and poetry--to ARGS’s award-winning liter-
ary magazine, ASGARD. It doesn’t matter what 
major you are! Everyone is welcome to submit.

For those who don’t like to write, art and photog-
raphy are also accepted. Just submit your work 
to https://asgard.submittable.com. Also, if you 
would like to buy last year’s ASGARD, they are 
still for sale for only $15. If you have any ques-
tions, refer to Ms. Giewont at ggiewont@args.

new Petersburg Library 
Opening
By Marlena Charity (surry)

With rampant business expansion and an in-
creased need for student resources, planning for 
the new Petersburg library began in 1997. Work 
on the building began in June 2012 and now, al-
most two decades after drafting the original plans, 
construction on the building is almost complete. 
According to Cheryl Collins of the Petersburg 
Library Foundation, the library will be open by 
mid-January at the 
latest.

The Petersburg Library 
website states that new 
facility will play “a 
pivotal role in bringing 
the school system to 
flagship status, and pre-
serving and promoting 
the rich history of our 
city.” With research and 
studying tools, technology classes, genealogical 
research capabilities, a cafe, and even a drive-thru 
service for members to return and pick up books 
easily, the new library will offer something for 
everyone. 

Even with a plethora of new amenities, the 
website for the Petersburg Library Foundation 
says that there is a Phase II of the construction 
that has been set aside for a later date. The new 
phase of the project will include a multi-purpose 
conference room and an auditorium fit for several 

minimum cumulative grade point average for 
scholarship consideration is 3.0. 

ARGS is not the only high school receiving this 
opportunity; twelve to thirteen different school 

hundred people for large city and community 
gatherings. 

The library will have plenty of benefits for stu-
dents here at ARGS, as well. When Dr. Ruffa was 
the Executive Director of the school, we signed a 
partnership with the Petersburg Public Library. 

“Our goal is for all of the 
students here at ARGS to 
be able to use some of the 
classroom space for study, 
use of technologies, and 
to do some research in a 
Public Library,” says Mrs. 
Clark, the school librarian. 
The partnership with the 
library allows students to 
enhance their coursework 
with resources that aren’t 

so readily available in the ARGS library.

There is also the possibility of having students 
working at the library as pages or receiving 
volunteer hours there. Mrs. Clark says, “While 
the details have not been fully worked out, the 
possibilities are endless.”

More information about the Petersburg Library 
Foundation can be found at www.petersburglib-
raryfoundation.org. 

Petersburg Library Design By The Timmons Group

districts have scholarship agreements with VSU, 
and each student who applies and meets the crite-
ria is considered. 

The ARGS/VSU partnership is growing. The VSU 
women’s volleyball team has on occasion used our 
gymnasium for practice, and VSU has provided 
professors to teach recertification classes at ARGS.   
Colonel (ret.) Dial and Dr. Victory hope to 
continue working together for the benefit of both 
institutions.

For more information about the scholarships you 
may contact the VSU director of admissions, Ms. 
Logan, at 804-524-5688 and Cortez Dial at 804-
524-5070 (phone), 804-524-6506 (fax), or cdial@
vsu.edu.

https://asgard.submittable.com
www.petersburglibraryfoundation.org
www.petersburglibraryfoundation.org
mailto:cdial@vsu.edu
mailto:cdial@vsu.edu

