
Appomattox Regional Governor’s School • 512 W. Washington St. Petersburg, VA  23803  
Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Mon.-Fri. Phone: 804-722-0200

N at i o N a l  M e r i t 
S c h o l a r S h i p
By Josie Roebuck  (Petersburg)

The National Merit Scholarship is awarded for 
academic recognition and university scholarships. 
Five students from the Chesterfield area have 
been chosen as semifinal-
ists for this scholarship. 
These students are among 
16,000 semifinalists across 
the country, from which 
about 15,000 will advance 
to become a finalist. 

Four students are from 
Maggie L. Walker Gover-
nor’s school in Richmond, 
but the other student is 
Denton Holder (Chester-
field) from ARGS. Denton 
earned the honor by 
having a high score on his 
PSAT (preliminary SAT) test when he took it as a 
junior. Denton is also the first semifinalist in all of 
ARGS’ history.

Denton Holder is a senior instrumental music 
major who plays the bassoon. He enjoys going to 
the gym and playing basketball.

Denton feels pretty confident about becoming a 
finalist; in his words, “Well, there’s a 15/16 chance 
that I’ll advance into finalist status.” 

Denton set out to achieve the National Merit 
Scholarship when he first began taking the SATs; 
in his own words, “I’m a big believer in not tack-
ing oneself down to a set goal.  I more of want 
to put myself in a good position at the top of the 
river so that I can flow down more smoothly.  I 
change my ideas and dreams so much that it 

would be foolish of me to confine myself.” 

Denton feels that winning this honor will make 
his applications re-
ally stand out from other 
students. He is not sure 
what he wants to do 
after school, but he has 
considered becoming “a 
musician, a poet, a teacher, 
a dentist, and a personal 
trainer all come to mind 
when I think of things I’ve 
wanted to do.”

Congrats to Denton and 
good luck advancing to 
become a finalist and 
hopefully he’ll even be 

awarded this prestigious scholarship. 

Proudly keeping the ARGS community in touch with the fantastic achievements of our students and staff. 
-Dr. James M. Victory

The Dragon’s Lair
November 2013

Denton Holder (Chesterfield)
Photo Taken By Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield)

“I change my 
ideas and dreams 
so much that it 

would be foolish 
to confine  my-

self.”
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Poetry Out Loud
By Lilith Blackwell (Richmond)

Every year, the Poetry Foundation and the National 
Endowment for the Arts hosts Poetry Out Loud. 
Poetry Out Loud is a national recitation contest of 
poetry for high school students. Here at ARGS, the 
tradition of participating in this prestigious contest 
will be continued this year. 

The contest is organized much like a spelling bee. If 
interested or are required by your English teacher, 
students will recite a poem of their choosing from 
the Poetry Out Loud website (poetryoutloud.org) 
in a classroom competition. The classroom compe-
tition will be held in English classes and organized 
by English teachers. 

Once the winner of each classroom competition 
is selected, there will be a private semifinal round, 
narrowing the competition down to a few final-
ists. These all-school finalists will proceed to the 
school’s final, where they will each compete and 
recite poems to the entire student body. The all-
school final for Poetry Out Loud will be on Friday, 
November 22, here at ARGS in the James L. Ruffa 
Auditorium. 

There will be a winner and a runner-up chosen 
from the school-wide competition, and they will 
proceed to regionals. If one of those two (or both!) 
wins regionals, he/she will proceed to state with 
another winner. At the state level, there will be a 
competition between all of the regional winners 
within Virginia. 

The winner from the state level will proceed to 
nationals. Each state winner will be given a $200 
stipend and an all-expense-paid trip to Washing-
ton, D.C with a parent/ guardian. Whoever wins 
nationals is given a large sum of cash prize money 
and bragging rights. 

DeMauray McKiever (Chesterfield), a senior this 
year at ARGS, placed second in regionals and went 
on to state last year. “I feel that Poetry Out Loud 
enabled me to... experience another form of words 
(aside from “dramatic” literature). It expanded my 
understanding of words and poetry, to be honest, 
and allowed me to connect to words better,” DeM-
auray said. “The experience was something; I mean, 
I met the Poet Laureate of Virginia. I met this one 
girl named Jasmine who could transform her voice 
into a feminine force of smooth care and assurance. 
She was brilliance. I wonder why she didn’t win. 
I would love to attend states again. It was such a 
humbling experience,” he continued. The winner 
of the final round of Poetry Out Loud will be an-
nounced April 30, 2014. 

Blackbox Readings
By Ally Rivera (Petersburg)

Beginning this October, the literary arts department will be having Black Box Readings for the third 
year in a row. The readings will take place once a month and the first reading will take place on October 
24th in the Black Box during both lunches! 

The readings are a way for students from all majors to show off their writing talents!  Jasmine Davis 
(Petersburg), a senior Literary Arts major, is the manager of the Black Box Readings and says, “I love the 
Black Box Readings.  I like being in the spotlight, even if it’s only for three minutes.”  She goes on to say 
that “the readings are also great for Lit Arts majors because it prepares us for Senior Readings.”  

The Black Box was filled on the 24th for the readings, and students read for the entire lunch period. 
There was also a bake sale to benefit Literary Arts which was very successful. 

There will be a sign up sheet on the whiteboard in the English Foyer for any students that are interested 
in participating. The deadline to sign up is emailed to the school a week prior to the event. A previous 
participant in the Black Box Readings, Emily Green (Chesterfield), says that, “Participating in the read-
ings is really good for them [participants] because they get their chance to perform just like the dancers 
and theater majors do.”  This event is free to everyone, so come out and support our literary arts depart-
ment!
Snail Tales
By Mr. Watson

poetryoutloud.org
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Students’ Artwork 
Showcased at the Charles 
City County Fair
By Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield)

On September 14th, two students’ artwork 
was showcased at the Charles City County Fair 
at the Charles City Social Center. Ginna Slat-
tum (Charles City), a senior, and Hannah Black 
(Charles City), a sophomore, both had artwork 
featured at a table at the fair. Any student at 
ARGS who hailed from Charles City was allowed 
to submit artwork to be featured, as long as it was 
created while the student attended ARGS. 

Ginna chose the pieces that were featured because 
she felt that they were best representative of 
what she learned at ARGS, as well as her home 
county, Charles City. “Many of those pieces either 
consisted of materials from Charles City or were 
inspired by something from Charles City,” Ginna 
says.The pieces that Hannah chose to be featured 
were some of her favorite photographs from her 
adjudication portfolio to get into ARGS.

Both Ginna and Hannah felt very honored and 
grateful to have their artwork showcased at the 
fair. “I was very glad to show appreciation and 
support for ARGS,” Hannah said. The experi-
ence was also very positive for both students, as 
they received many compliments and genuine 
feedback on their artwork. According to Ginna, 
“It reminded me how privileged we are to have 
an opportunity like ARGS where students can 
explore the arts, as well as counties that support 
their students.” 

This year, ARGS students Elizabeth Farschon 
(Dinwiddie), Nicole Duggan (Dinwiddie), and 
Katie Britt (Southampton) are taking part in 
an FTC (First Tech Challenge) Robotics Team, 
The Tek Twisters 2.0, based out of Dinwiddie 
High School. The current team consists of only 
seven members, making almost half of the team 
comprised of ARGS students. Elizabeth and 
Nicole have been a part of FIRST teams through 
Dinwiddie Schools for over five years, a program 
they first came to be a part of through their gifted 
classes; however, this is Katie’s first year on a team. 
The other four members vary in experience as 
well, but despite these gaps in knowledge, each 
member contributes greatly to the success of the 
team.

Elizabeth and Katie, both Literary Arts Majors 
here at ARGS, 
handle the 
team’s En-
gineering 
Notebook 
and commu-
nity outreach 
events. In this 
way they are 
able to apply 
their writing 
and commu-
nication skills 
to further the 
team’s success. 
In fact, the 
Engineering 
Notebook is 
one of the most 
important aspects 
of competi-
tion. It is used to show the team’s entire journey 
throughout the season, including team meetings, 
design processes, gameplay strategies, team bond-
ing events, community outreach projects, and 
records of sponsorships.

Nicole focuses in robot design and also plays a key 
role on competition day: driving the robot. The 
FTC game is designed so that two different teams 
are bonded in an “alliance” for a match. This 
means that they will be working together to score 
points during the two and a half minute gameplay 
period. Each match is composed of two opposing 
alliances who are attempting to score more points 
than the other alliance. 

This is where Nicole comes in. Each team is al-
lowed one “coach” (student or adult who advises 
the drivers) and two drivers in the match competi-
tion area. The drivers both operate the robot using 
controllers (similar to those used for an Xbox). 

Each driver’s controller has only a specific set of 
functions; therefore, cooperation between drivers 
is essential. 

Each year the FTC field (where the robots com-
pete) is different. This year’s theme is Block Party, 
with the main task of collecting small yellow 
blocks and transporting them to a specific area 
of the board to score points. To handle this task, 
the team has designed a system of high powered 
tires to draw the blocks into the collection area on 
the robot, something Katie likes to describe as a 
“vacuum.” There are many rules governing game-
play, as well as other elements to the field and a 
point system to refer to. For more information 
on these visit http://www.usfirst.org/roboticspro-
grams/ftc/game.

This year the 
team is not only 
participating 
in competi-
tions but also a 
variety of other 
events. They 
attended the 
FTC Conven-
tion at the 
VCU School 
of Engineering 
on September 
28th. At the 
convention, 
they were able 
to attend semi-
nars on topics 

such as Engineer-
ing Notebooks, 
CAD, and 

Community Outreach. The team also reached 
out to the community by running exhibits at 
both the Dinwiddie County Health Fair and The 
Virginia State Fair. The team will be attending the 
Haymarket Qualifier on December 14th later this 
year, from which they hope to advance to the state 
competition. If they make it through states, the 
next level will be super-regionals, and then worlds. 
Teams may advance on the basis of game perfor-
mance, community outreach, or the execution of 
the Engineering Notebook. Last year, the team 
was mere spots away from attending the World 
Competition, and they hope to get even farther 
this year.

If you wish to keep up to date with the team, you 
can visit their Facebook page or website: http://
tektwisters20.wix.com/tek-twisters-2.

Artwork by Ginna Slattum and Hannah Black. Photo 
courtesy of Ginna Slattum.

ARGS Students Take the Lead in Local Robotics
By Elizabeth Farschon (Dinwiddie)

Elizabeth Farschon (far left) and Nicole Duggan (second from the right) with 
their team. Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Farschon.

says.The
http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/ftc/game
http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/ftc/game
http://tektwisters20.wix.com/tek
http://tektwisters20.wix.com/tek
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German Online
By Deidre Norman (Chesterfield)

For the first time in ARGS’ history, an online 
German class was introduced to students. At the 
start of the 2013 to 2014 year, German students 
found the computer lab their classroom and the 
computer their teacher, after being informed that 
the teacher who had been hired to teach the class 
had not taken the job at the last minute. 

Students in German are still in an online class 
created by a company named Keystone. The name 
may sound familiar, since it is known for its online 
high school and middle school courses. At first, a 
teacher was supposed to help students in the lab, 
but through a tough process of the receiving of 
applications and recommending employment, the 
teacher chosen for the year could not take the job. 

When questioned on this occurrence, Dr. Victory 
stated that “it was so late that we either had to 
eliminate the German program for the year or 
continue on with the online course” and decided 
it was for the best that the language continues on. 
All levels were involved in this switch, with stu-
dents ranging from freshman to the senior class. 

However, Dr. Victory is “still trying hard to find a 
teacher, though, for now, it may stay online,” and 
“personally prefers a class teacher.” 

Before the attempted hire and withdrawal of the 
chosen German teacher, an assembly was held on 
Monday, September 9th, and students of German 
were given the choice of either stopping with the 
program or continuing for the year. The decision 

became tough for some, since they still enjoyed 
learning and the language in general, but found 
some complications in the online course. 

Erin McEwen (Chesterfield), a student who 
decided to stop with the program, stated that “The 
German program [online] doesn’t offer the sort 
of interactive activities that you typically find in 
a foreign language classroom. And it’s a great jux-
taposition between the last three years of German 
and interactive teachers.” 

However, Sarah Beth Neal (Hopewell), who 
decided to stay in the program, said that “I mainly 
decided to stick with the German program be-
cause I enjoy the language and I would really like 
to have the credit of a fourth year of a language. 
I really miss being able to speak with others and 
enjoy the full experience of learning a language, 
but I guess this will have to do for now.”

Sarah Beth continued, “I hope that ARGS will 
be able to hire a new German teacher in the near 
future because learning a language online is very 
difficult and lacks some of the important elements 
needed to learn a language.” 

Some prefer teachers, and others can learn from 
the computer, but through it all, the German pro-
gram will continue in ARGS: Online or off. 

Book Drive for Low-Budget 
School
By Emily Wilson (Southampton)

Emma Merrill, 2009 graduate of ARGS and 
daughter of ARGS security officer Mr. Mer-
rill, is collecting childrens books for her fourth 
grade class. Emma teaches at Magon Academy, a 
predominantly Hispanic charter school in Denver, 
Colorado. Like many of her colleagues, she is try-
ing to form a mini-library in her classrooms as the 
school does not have a library. The school’s budget 
is very low and they are in need of books appro-
priate for fourth graders.

If you have any books you would like to donate, 
let Mr. Merrill  know through email (jmerrill@
args.us) or in person. You can even send books 
yourself to the address below:

The address for the school is:
Emma Merrill 
c/o RMFA
5301 Lowell Blvd.
Denver, Colorado 80221

Pictured is Emma Merrill, wearing a white skirt and 
red t-shirt, at the “Ricardo Flores Magon Academy 1st 
Resolada of the Year”, an event at Magon Academy in 

which the student of the week gets a green shirt.

Lightning Strikes
By Taylor Tinsley (Chesterfield)

Toward the end of June, Appomattox Regional 
Governor’s School was hit by lightning in the media 
center of the building. It is estimated that the light-
ing caused 60,000 to 70,000+  dollars in damages 
to the school. The school’s maintenance budget was 
completely blown. These damages  from the lightning 
made it a long summer for Mr. Joyner, assistant direc-
tor, and the custodians. It took all summer long to get 
the necessary requirements to open the school.  

The lightning strike causes a lot of problems in the 
building. The elevator malfunctioned, which made 
the job of the custodians even harder. They had 
to take all the equipment to fix the damage in the 
school up the stairs manually. The equipment to get 
the elevator working again was also another problem 
Mr.Joyner had to resolve.The company that made the 
parts for the school elevator went out of business, so 
the parts had to be custom made. Also, the controller 

that determines how hot or cold it is in each room 
of the building melted. Mr. Joyner says that we will 
hopefully have a new one very soon. 

Far more equipment was damaged than just the eleva-
tor and the heat and cooling controller, however. The 
intercom broke, computer switches melted, there was 
no water pressure in the school, and the brand new 
audio control was damaged.The music booster’s talent 
show had to be postponed because of the damages to 
the audio system in the auditorium.

ARGS was fortunate to have all the lost equipment 
covered by insurance. Mr.Joyner and the custodians 
worked every day all summer long to make sure the 
school would open on September 3rd. If not for all 
their hard work this summer, the school would have 
been in jeopardy of not opening on time.

mailto:jmerrill@args.us
mailto:jmerrill@args.us
Mr.Joyner
resolve.The
damaged.The
Mr.Joyner


5Jordyn Bradford Becomes VCU Cheerleader
By Melicia James (Petersbrurg)

We would like to congratulate Jordyn Bradford, 
class of 2013, on becoming a VCU cheerleader. 
Jordyn was a cheerleader during her tenure at 
ARGS and was also a member of Platinum Cheer 
Stars, which was a competitive cheer team. She has 
been cheering for eight years and said, “Whenever 
I’m not cheering I feel like there’s something miss-
ing from my life, so I guess I would consider it to 
be my passion.”

Jordyn chose to tryout for VCU’s team because 
she wanted the experience of being a college cheer-
leader. She described the tryout as “very quick but 
intense.” It was two days and three hours per day. 
The first day was more of a “show what you can 
do day,” as they practiced stunts and tumbling and 
learned a dance to show their motions and see if 
they had rhythm. Then the potential cheerleaders 
had to have an interview with the head coach on 
topics ranging from personality to experience on 
other teams.

The second and final day was the actual tryout. 
They were broken into groups of flyers, back 
spots, bases, and male, and then into groups of 
three and four. Each person’s try out was in front 
of everybody so they had encouragement but 
Jordyn said this made her even more nervous. 
They had to do running tumbling, jumps, jumps 
to tumbling, the motions and dance and any extra 
skills they wanted to show.

Between 50-60 individuals came with the hopes 
of becoming a Ram cheerleader, but only 28 were 
awarded positions and Jordyn Bradford was one 
of them. “Seeing my name on the list was a very 
exciting, and overwhelming feeling, considering 
there was so much talent in the group of people 
trying out. I contained my excitement until I left 
the gym,” said Jordyn.

Jordyn would tell those planning to cheer in 
college to never give up and always believe in 
themselves even if they don’t make the team the 
first time they try out: “Be persistent, and most of 
all have fun doing what you like to do.”

Jordyn Bradford is pictured with a fellow 
VCU cheerleader.

Girls’ Volleyball
By Ja’Kara White (Petersbrurg)

The volleyball team, coached by twin powers 
Holly and David Speaks, concluded their fantastic 
season on Tuesday November 13 with a heart-
breaking loss to Westpoint High School with 
a final score of 3 to 1. The loss knocked ARGS 
out of the Regional Tournament; however, they 
were able to win the Conference 41 Tourna-
ment on Saturday, November 9. In the last game 
of that tournament, the girls beat the first seed 
Northampton 3 to 0.

Despite the disappointing end to the season, the 
team has left behind a great record. They out-
scored every team in Conference 41 and showed 
that they were ready for a harder fight. 

Next year, the team hopes to go even further into 
the postseason.  ARGS would like to congratulate  
the team on a great season!

RVA Street Art
By D’ Ivieyon Braxton-Hicks (Amelia)

Ms. Whittier (design concepts, sculpture, and 
painting teacher) and the visual arts department 
participated in the annual RVA Street Art event. 
RVA Street Art is a week long event where local, 
national, and international artists come together 
to create public art, murals, sculptures, and mixed 
media exhibits. The event was held on the former 
GRTC depot on Cary Street in Richmond, Vir-
ginia. The art took up about five and a half walls 
and buildings.

The students’ mural was painted with exterior la-
tex and acrylic paint. The final image of the mural 
is a cityscape with melting buildings that “took on 
the idea of melting popsicles,” says Ms. Whittier. 

The painting class was offered a 6x6 wall to paint 
a mural of their choice. They painted for  three 
days alongside some of the best mural painters 
in America. Ms. Whittier also participated in the 
event by creating a metal relief consisting of over 
1,000 steel birds. Ms. Whittier created this by 
fabricating the birds to hardware and then bolting 
them to the brick wall. The murals took a long 
time, but they came out very beautiful.

ARGS students working on the mural

Mural by Ms. Whittier

ROSTER:
Virginia Slattum (Charles City) Senior 
Taylor Barnhill (Chesterfield) Senior 
Elizabeth Farschon (Dinwiddie) Senior 
Michaela Stevens (Dinwiddie) Junior 
Aja Boyd  (Petersburg)  Soph. 
TaRaessha Henderson (Dinwiddie) Freshman
Kandace Kimber (Petersburg) Junior 
Tenaju Banks (Chesterfield)  Freshman
Claudia Osei-Asante   Soph.
(Colonial Heights)  
Sara Sobieraj (Chesterfield)  Junior 
Madison Stoots (Chesterfield) Junior 
Grace Peasley (Richmond)  Freshman
Skylar Shannon (Richmond) Soph.

Managers: Mosí Jones (Petersburg)Nathan Salle 
(Richmond), and Colby Cancino (Hopewell) 

Coaches: David and Holly Speaks 



Fran Hemmer-Beaumont is a name that should 
ring a bell for most of ARGS. A dance student 
with an incredible personality and a sense of fash-
ion that would put most thrifters to shame, Ms. 
Hemmer-Beaumont came to ARGS as a freshman 
in 2010 and was set to graduate in 2014—when 
she discovered the Hammond School in Chester, 
United Kingdom, an award-winning board-
ing school with an intensive program in dance. 
Though very few get accepted into the school each 
year, with ARGS’ backing behind her, she decided 
to apply.

Fran was accepted into the Hammond School, 
moved to the UK this past summer, and is now 
enjoying her classes and campus life. “It’s a small 
school, but it still doesn’t have that family envi-
ronment that ARGS does, and I do miss that,” 
she says. “ARGS got me more prepared than I 
needed to be. My research project right now is a 
breeze.” Fran’s mornings consist of waking up at 6 

o’clock and walking to her classes from the house 
she shares with other Hammond students, and 
because she enjoys starting her day with an extra 
ballet class, she takes Advanced 2 ballet before 
her actual school day starts. “Then I have a series 
of dance genre classes along with A levels, which 
are the equivalent of American CC classes. Like, 
today I started with an English Lit class and then 
I had a tap class, which is interesting because I 
have never done tap, but the teachers are really 
great so it makes learning easier.” Her teachers are 
all professionally trained dancers, and while Fran 
does really enjoy her classes, she does have a bit of 
homesickness, which she remedies through Skype 
and facebook.

“It’s strange being around people I don’t recognize 
every day, but it is getting more familiar and more 
friendly as the weeks go on. The hardest part is 
recognizing the accents. I can’t understand what 
people say a lot of the time, but I am getting bet-
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ARGS Across the Pond: 
Fran Hemmer-Beaumont’s Adventures in England
By Emily Green (Chesterfield)

Fran Hemmer-Beaumont

Though known for the organization for inter-
scholastic athletic competitions in for the public 
schools of Virginia, Virginia High School League 
(VHSL) also coordinates an annual contest for 
publication activities ranging from broadcasting to 
yearbooks to newspapers. Consequently, on Oc-
tober 11th, seven Print and Online Publications 
students from Appomattox Regional Governor’s 
School arrived in Richmond’s Greater Richmond 
Convention Center for the VHSL State Champi-
onships for literary magazines. 

These students were Jacqueline Lucente (South-
ampton), Elizabeth Farschon (Dinwiddie), Emily 
Green (Chesterfield),  Jasmine Davis (Peters-
burg), Marlena Charity (Surry), Deidre Norman 
(Chesterfield), and Lilith Blackwell (Richmond) 
accompanied by Ms. Giewont, teacher of English 
11, poetry, and Print and Online Publications.  

Last year, Print and Online Publications was 
formed, and the students put together ASGARD, 
ARGS’ award-winning literary and art maga-
zine, with works of ARGS students in its pages.  
Ms. Giewont also found it appropriate that the 
students who created ASGARD the year before 
worked vigorously and had a desire to “reap the 
rewards” by receiving their own trophy. And, just 
like the year before, students did reap the rewards, 
though not just for the Literary Magazine. 

An all day event, the VHSL offered a multitude 
of workshops throughout the day. Workshops 
ranged in topic from “Photoshop Tips and Tricks” 
to “Writing, Delivering, and Producing Television 
News” to “How to Please Your Readers.” Jasmine 
Davis, fiction editor for ASGARD this year, 
attended multiple workshops dealing with the 
money of writing, including “Sharing the Wealth,” 
and also “Law and Order,” which showed how to 
utilize the First Amendment as students. She says 
that she “obtained a lot of information about how 
to make our newsletter and lit mag better” and has 
“high hopes for this year’s lit magazine.” 

ASGARD: Magazine of Champions
By Deidre Norman (Chesterfield)

Another aspect of the workshops was not only 
learning but also meeting new people that sur-
rounded the Richmond area. Attendee’s locali-
ties spanned from Prince George to Albemarle 
to Hanover, and ARGS students enjoyed talking 
and interacting with several students from other 
schools. Emily Green, nonfiction editor for AS-
GARD, thought “it was really cool to see so many 
high schoolers also really passionate about lit 
magazines, journalism, and writing in general.”

But, of course, the biggest event of the day oc-
curred at lunch. While munching on salads and 
cake, students listened to a speech about social 
media by Mitch Eden, a teacher at Kirkwood 
High School and received their reward. Just like 
last year, ASGARD won Trophy Class, the highest 
possible award in the VHSL Publication Competi-
tion. 

And to celebrate, students indulged themselves 
with chocolate cake, while some gave an excuse 
to “bulk up for winter,” as stated by Elizabeth 
Farschon, the Dragon’s Lair editor. 

Now, with the new knowledge from these numer-
ous workshops, students hope to bring more 
changes to the way others interact with ASGARD, 
Dragon’s Lair, and other Print and Online expedi-
tions. And maybe, next year, we’ll bring home 
more than one trophy of victory. 

ter!” We’re all extraordinarily proud of Fran, and 
miss her dearly, but take solace in knowing that 
she’ll be visiting this Winter Break, and the chance 
that she might be attending Prom this year. 
“ARGS is always going to be a part of me,” she 
said, “and I can’t wait to come back home.”

Jacqueline Lucente (Southampton) Head 
Editor of ASGARD holds up the Award



Our very own English and writing teacher, Ms. 
Patty Smith, and senior Literary Arts major 
Nathan Salle (Richmond) participated in the 
Pan-Mass Challenge this summer on August 3rd 
and 4th. The Pan-Mass Challenge is a bike ride 
that goes through 46 towns in the state of 
Massachusetts. Each year approximately 
5,500 cyclists from 36 states and eight 
countries take part in this challenge. 
There are eleven routes that the cyclists 
can choose from to accommodate their 
strength. Ms. Smith and Nathan chose 
the route that started in Sturbridge and 
ended in Provincetown. The first day they 
rode from Sturbridge, MA to Bourne, 
MA (110 miles). It took Nathan 6 1/2 
hours to ride on the first day. Ms. Smith 
remembers it as a cool and overcast day. 
The second day they were up to ride at 5 
am and rode the rest of the way to Prov-
incetown (82 miles). Nathan finished in 5 
and 1/2 hours, completing the ride around 12:30 
that afternoon.   

In order to participate in the Pan-Mass Challenge 
you must raise between $500 and $5,000 depend-
ing on the route that you choose. Ms. Smith says 
“As a team, we raised over $20,000. Every rider 
has to raise a minimum of $4,300 to participate. 
It is an incredible experience.”  The money that 
was raised is given to the  Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute for cancer research and patient care. 
According to the PMC website the organization 
“raises more money for charity than any other 
single athletic fundraising event in the country.” 
100% of the money is sent directly to the cause.

Ms. Smith had been training since January, riding 
whenever she could on the weekends. She did 
most of her riding during the spring and summer 
months. Nathan said he began training in the 
spring but did not begin doing long bike rides 
until the summer. 

Ms. Smith and Nathan Salle’s Bike Ride
By Ann Audrey Eliades (Hopewell)

Nathan said, “Riding in the PMC showed me how 
much and how many people out there care about 
others and how many people are affected by these 
terrible diseases. I would definitely participate in 
the ride again.” 

This is an excerpt from Ms. Smith’s blog:

“The PMC is the closest I’ll get to knowing what 
it feels like to be in the peloton. I found myself 
thinking about the Tour de France riders as they 
climb Mt. Ventoux or Alpe d’Huez, the crowd 
surging forward, cheering crazily, and I get how 
that energy does propel you along, how it must 
feel to have the crowd screaming your name.  But 
this time riding the PMC, I found myself think-
ing less about myself, about the route or how hard 
it was, and I took in everything around me.

I enjoyed the ride–the New England landscape, 
all the beautiful gardens and stonewalls, 
but most of all, the people: the old man, 
seeming a bit bewildered at the edge of 
his driveway, but who looks straight at 
me and says “Thank you;” the young 
girl holding the sign “I’m fifteen, and 
ten years cancer-free.”  When I get to 
one rest stop, the half-mile approach 
lined with all the faces of Pedal Partners 
(teams of five people or more can have a 
“pedal partner” — a child being treated 
for cancer at Dana Farber), their sweet 
faces smiling out from colorful flags, I 
start to cry.  How incongruous, I think, 
that I am out here enjoying this ride 

and these kids have cancer.  It’s just not 
right.  And on Day Two, when I climb 

over the rise to see Provincetown in the distance, 
the small white cottages of Truro to my left, the 
dunes and ocean in the distance, I tear up again.  
I think: who gets to do this?  Who gets to enjoy 
this?  I think I am one of the luckiest people in the 
world on this day, on this ride.” 

Nathan Salle and Ms. Smith at the bike ride.

Recruiting
By Matt Whitsett (Chesterfield)

This year Mr. Stoneking is at it again, going out 
into the surrounding counties to recruit new 
students. Mr. Stoneking says the purpose of 
recruiting is just to get our name out there; many 
students have never really heard of ARGS. For 
this reason, Mr. Stoneking makes it a priority to 
inform middle schoolers and parents about our 
school. 

This year he will go to about 27 different events 
all over Virginia. He says at some events, like 
the Chesterfield high school fairs, there can be 
hundreds of students and parents, but at others, 
like events in Franklin, he may be presenting to a 
smaller group. 

When asked what he would say to middle school-
ers applying to ARGS, he said, “Well, ARGS 
is a great place because the people that are here 
actually want to be here and that makes for a very 
different learning environment.” He went on to 
say, “[at ARGS] you have nice small classes and 
a very welcoming environment.” In addition, he 
discussed how you can be yourself here and will be 
accepted without bullying.

Later in the interview, Mr. Stoneking talked about 
student recruiters. He says he sends out an email 
to about ¼ of the school, not including fresh-
man because they aren’t very familiar with the 
school yet, asking them if they would like to be 
a recruiter. If they say yes, then he will take them 
with him to events that aren’t during the school 
day. This year he has been cutting back on student 
recruiters because most of his events are during 
the school day. 

All in all, Mr. Stoneking seems to have in the 
works one of the best years for recruiting yet. He 
is confident that he will once again attract the 
highest quality students to ARGS next year.

Mr. Stoneking. Photo by Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield)
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Left to right: Ms. Smith, Nathan Salle (Richmond), and Nathan’s 
mother, Patrice Richman.
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