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H O M E C O M I N G
By Josie Roebuck (Petersburg)

Appomattox had its annual homecoming dance 
in January. The dance was on Saturday, January 
11, 2014 from 7pm-11pm in the gym at ARGS. 
The cost of the dance was $5 if you bought your 
ticket during lunch and $8 if paid at the door. 
The dance was semi-formal attire, though it was 
not mandatory, and the school dress code was ap-
plicable to this event. 

Voting for homecoming court was done during 
the week students returned from winter break. 
Congratulations to all the nominees for this year’s 
homecoming. On homecoming court this year 
was Xavier Barrett (Richmond), Guriqbal Bhutta 
(Chesterfield), Dexter Moses (Chesterfield), Lindy 
Pokorny (Chesterfield), Piper Lynch (Petersburg), 
Skye Campologo (Chesterfield), Garvey Dobbins 
(Richmond), Jarice Mason (Richmond), Will 
Watkins (Surry), Claudia Altman (Hopewell), 
Hannah Godfrey (Chesterfield), Ellie Whelan 
(Prince George), Allen Lucas (Chesterfield), 

Proudly keeping the ARGS community in touch with the fantastic achievements of our students and staff. 
-Dr. James M. Victory

The Dragon’s Lair
February 2014

Alonzo Scott (Sussex), Benjamin Wilson (Ches-
terfield), Teresa Artis (Petersburg), Laura Ingram 
(Prince George), Isabelle Tobe (Richmond), Zach-
ary Campbell (Chesterfield), Joel Greenberg (Din-
widdle), Timothy Pittman (Petersburg), Tazmine 
Beggs (Chesterfield), Jack Foreman (Richmond), 
and Destiny Mayes (Petersburg). Congratula-
tions to Guriqbal Bhutta (Chesterfield) and Skye 
Campologo (Chesterfield), Will Watkins (Surry) 
and Ellie Whelan (Prince George), Allen Lucas 
(Chesterfield) and Laura Ingram (Prince George), 
and Timothy Pittman (Petersburg) and Destiny 
Mayes (Petersburg) for winning.

There were 3 different DJs, Bryan Connolly 
(Chesterfield), Colin White, an alumnus, and Tro-
shawn Rose (Petersburg), who took turns being 
in charge on the music. The theme was “City of 
Lights,” which was well executed by the decora-
tions and lights. 

Overall, homecoming went very well. Hope every-
one had fun!

Homecoming Door Decorations
Photo by Ms. Giewont

“Six Circles” by Miles Barnett (Richmond)
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Coming soon, ARGS will be holding its very own 
fashion show! This show will be a way for ARGS 
students to express themselves and their ideas 
through fashion and clothing design, as well as 
runway modeling. Ms. Whittier is sponsoring the 
event, but she has left most of the instruction to 
Emily Burke (Richmond), Sara Soberiaj (Chester-
field), and Reagan Womack (Petersburg) as direc-
tor, assistant director, and secretary, respectively. 

The fashion show is open for anyone to participate 
in, regardless of grade, experience, or age, allowing 
anyone who expresses an interest in fashion design 
to partake in the show. As for how the models 
were chosen, many designers had specific models 
in mind beforehand, so they were given free reign 
in choosing their models. 

To ensure that all 10 of the designers are getting 
their work done and keeping on schedule, several 
meetings have been held for the designers to get 
together with their models and sponsors. Meetings 

Fashion Show
By Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield)

Mr. Campbell Cast in Hello Dolly
By Ja’Kara White (Petersburg)

Mr. Campbell, who teaches musical theatre here 
at ARGS, was recently cast in a production called 
Hello Dolly. The play was about a turn of the cen-
tury matchmaker named Dolly Levi who wanted 
to marry a millionaire. Dolly ended up tricking 
Horace Vandergelder into falling in love with her 
while playing matchmaker to three other couples 
in the process. 

Mr. Campbell played the role of Barnaby Tucker, 
who gets matched up by Dolly Levi. His character, 
Barnaby, works for millionaire, Horace, and trav-
els with his co-worker to New York City, where 
they embark on an adventure. The show opened 
on December 12th and ran through December 
22nd at the Jewish Family Theatre in Richmond. 

Mr. Campbell (left) in Hello Dolly

Art Students Deck the 
Halls
By Jacqueline Lucente (Southampton)

In order to make our building more festive dur-
ing the holidays, students in Visual Arts classes  
celebrated the spirit of the season by competing 
in a Santa- themed contest in early December. 
The area outside the art foyer displayed Santa-
themed works of various mediums, reminding us 
that winter break would arrive soon and rescue 
teachers and students alike from the confines of 
the classrooms. 

Mr. Larry Joyner, Assistant Director of ARGS, 
came up with this idea in the hope that it will 
become a tradition-- portraying “What Santa 
Claus Means to Me (At This Time in My Life).” 
This is adapted from a project by Bill Keen, an art-
ist who has created a new Santa Claus every year 
since 1974. 

Ginna Slattum (Charles City) received first place, 
followed by Gary Lundy (Petersburg) in second 
place. Maddy Melchert (Powhatan) placed third 
and Sam Pandolfe (Chesterfield) received an 
honorable mention. They earned their prizes for 
“technical mastery of materials and creative inter-
pretation of the Santa theme.” We look forward to 
what art students will come up with next year!

”Faceman” by second place winner Gary Lundy 
(Petersburg).

have been held to review designers’ sketches as 
well as give help to those who were falling behind.

Although Emily Burke would love to design for 
the fashion show, she will not be participating 
as there may be a conflict of interest as she is 
directing the whole show. Emily oversees all of 
the different fashion show committees, as well as 
deciding who the judges for the show will be.

Emily strongly believes that this year’s fashion 
show will be one of the best ARGS has ever held. 
“I’m excited to see how creative the designers will 
be with their freedom, and how they will choose 
to display all of their extraordinary talent,” she 
says. Come out on March 29th at 7PM to see all 
the amazing designs our students have created. 
Tickets are $5, and we hope to see you there!

We would like to extend congratulations to Mr. 
Campbell for this accomplishment.

DO YOU HAVE 
ANY ARGS NEWS?
Email Ms. Giewont at 
ggiewont@args.us!
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Karena Crutchfield (Richmond), one of ARGS’ 
very own seniors, auditioned for a spot to play 
with the Senior Regional Orchestra of Virginia 
earlier this fall and won 3rd place with her flute 
performance. 

When asked how long she has been playing the 
flute, Karena responded, “many years.” In all 
her years of playing the flute, however, she had 
never played with the SRO so this was a brand 
new experience for Karena. She was the only 
student from Appomattox to attend the event 
and she travelled up to Lynchburg, VA with 
ARGS’ orchestra director Ms. Basile for the 
audition. According to Karena, only three flutes 
are privileged enough to make it into the SRO, 
so it is a real honor that she did well enough to 
get in. To celebrate, Karena and the other flut-
ists ordered pizza to reward themselves. 

The ARGS orchestra and entire student body 
and staff are extremely proud of Karena and 
wish her the best of luck with her playing in the 
Senior Regional Orchestra.

In March 2014, Morrie Piersol,ARGS Theatre De-
partment will be showing As You Like It by Wil-
liam Shakespeare. The show will open on  March 
7 at 7 p.m. It will also be showing on March 
8, 14, and 15 at 7 p.m. There will be a Sunday 
Matinee on March 9 and 16 at 2 p.m. The cost for 
tickets will be five dollars for students and seniors 
and ten dollars for adults. 

This show was chosen by Morrie Piersol, the 
Theatre Arts Director, because ARGS has only 
done one Shakespeare play throughout school 
history. They are trying to mix things up and do 
different plays, such as comedies. For auditions, 
the cast started out by reading monologues (male 
and female) from major roles. There were two sets 
of callbacks at which the students read again. The 
cast has been getting Shakespeare training through 
looking at different websites.

As You Like It is about the Villainous Frederick 
who usurps his older brother’s Dukedom and 
banishes him from his lands. To escape death, the 
banished Duke’s daughter Rosalind, her cousin 
Celia, and one of Shakespeare’s funniest fools flee 
into the woods. There, in the bewitching Forest 
of Arden, they discover shepherds and aristocrats; 
country folk and lovers; and, ultimately, life, love, 
joy, and freedom. Shakespeare’s glorious and wise 
comedy reminds us of everything it is to be alive. 
The audience should expect a fun night with an 
interesting set of stories, and an understandable 
Shakespeare.

Karena Crutchfield 
Wins 3rd Place in Senior
Regional Orchestra
By Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield)

As You Like It Coming to ARGS
By Brittany Goode (Petersburg)

Mr. Gordon 
By Josie Roebuck (Petersburg)

Mr. Gordon, the new German teacher, arrived at 
ARGS after winter break. He grew up in Chester, 
VA and went to American University in Washing-
ton, D.C., where he received a degree in Interna-
tional Economics and a minor in German.

He learned German by going to live in Germany 
for his a year of high school. He applied for the 
Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange Scholarship 
(CBYX) and moved to an area around Cologne, 
Germany. He lived with a host-family and went 
to high school in the village. When he went he 
couldn’t speak German, but became fluent very 
quickly after being surrounded by the Germans in 
the village. 

When asked why he wanted to learn German, 
Mr. Gordon replied, “ A lot of people in the U.S. 
aren’t aware of the important role Germany plays 
in the world.  Germany is the largest, most power
ful country in Europe, the world’s 4th largest 
economy, and one of our closest allies.  They work 
hard on the global stage for democracy, online 

Mr. Gordon
Photo by Ms. Giewont

Cast:

Orlando -  Eric Pastore (Chesterfield)
Oliver - Daniel Kunkel (Chesterfield)
Rosalind - Grace Mincks (Colonial Heights)
Celia - Madison Harris (Richmond)
Touchstone - Brendon Watts (Chesterfield)
Jacques - Tyler Clarke-Williams (Richmond)
Duke Frederick/Duke Senior - DeMauray McKi-
ever (Chesterfield)
Corin - Jo Rozycki (Richmond)
Silvius - Guru Bhutta (Chesterfield)
Phoebe - Sidney Rogers (Chesterfield)
Audrey - Ellie Whelan (Prince George)
Charles/William - Will Watkins (Surry)
Hymen - Garvey Dobbins (Richmond)
Adam/Mar-text - Jack Foreman (Richmond)
Dennis/Lord - Jordan Sheehan (Chesterfield)
LeBeau/deBois - Ty Boone (Petersburg)
Amiens - Benjamin Wilson (Chesterfield)
Attendants: Madeline May (Richmond), Chey-
enne Nicholas (Chesterfield)

Credits are given to playwright William Shake-
speare, director of play and Theatre Arts Instructor 
Morrie Piersol, scenic/set design by Emily Burke 
(Richmond), original music written by Denton 
Holder (Chesterfield), lighting design by Kelsey 
Cappiello (ARGS class of 2010), costume design 
by Kym Mincks (mother of Grace Mincks),
and props by Melanie Frederick (mother of Adam, 
class of 2013).

privacy, human rights, and peace.  It’s the mecca 
for fast cars, tasty sausages, organization, elec-
tronic music, and of course beer.  
I’d love to be able to help some 
ARGS students achieve a broader 
understanding of the world we live 
in and help them get the language 
skills they need to go out and 
thrive.”

Mr. Gordon also has many 
interests other than the German 
language and culture: “ I like ten-
nis, biking, kayaking, swimming, 
and going to the gym.  I read a 
lot.  I’m a fan of R&B, alt country, 
electronic music, and hip hop. I 
love to visit friends abroad and travel 
domestically.  Nietzsche is my hero.” 
He also has many interesting ex-
periences. He says “before I worked here, I was 
working in Berlin in the office of a member of 
the Bundestag--the German parliament.  He was 

the head of the international security and defense 
policy committee for the Green Party.  Before 

that, I studied abroad in Indonesia 
for a year, learning about small 
business growth and sustainable 
development while working at an 
environmental NGO launching an 
urban farming initiative in Yogya-
karta, on the island of Java.”

Mr. Gordon said that the students 
here are  “passionate, hard-working, 
creative.” He also was attracted to 
the idea of smaller class sizes which 
creates a better learning environ-
ment. 

Overall, Mr. Gordon seems like he has 
a lot of experiences and ideas to bring 
to this school, and we welcome him 

into the ARGS family.
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The 2013 ARGS Writer’s Fest was on Saturday, 
December 7. There were workshops led by nation-
ally and internationally renowned authors, poets, 
and graphic designers as well as a bake sale and 
book sale. 

The day before, to kick off the Writer’s Fest, 
ARGS teachers (including Ms. Smith, Ms. 
Giewont, Dr. Cunningham, Ms. Padden and Mr. 
Stoneking) had a faculty reading in the James L. 
Ruffa Performing Arts Center during the school 
day. After school, students pitched in to start set-
ting up the Writer’s Fest.

One of the main activities of Writer’s Fest was the 
First Pages, as Literary Arts teacher Ms. Smith 
says, “an American Idol for Writers.” The first 
pages of pieces written and submitted by ARGS 
students were read aloud and judged by a panel of 
published authors. 

Literary Arts senior Jasmine Davis (Petersburg) 

Writer’s Fest and Faculty Readings
By Lilith Blackwell (Richmond)

VCU First Novelist 
Award
By Lilith Blackwell (Richmond)
Every year, VCU hosts the VCU Cabell First 
Novelist award. This award has been presented 
by the VCU Graduate Creative Writing Program 
since 2001. Each year, panels of two to three read-
ers collectively select a debut novel they believe 
best deserves the prize from a pool of hundreds 
of novels from around the world. The author that 
wins is given 5,000 dollars and an all expense paid 
trip to Richmond, Virginia to present his or her 
novel. The festival after the awards is dedicated 
to the creative process that the author used in the 
creation of his or her novel. 

The winning novel this year is the New York Edi-
tor’s Choice and Best Book by the San Francisco 
Chronicle and the Huffington Post entitled No 
One is Here Except for All of Us by American au-
thor Ramona Ausubel. One of ARGS’ literary arts 
teachers, Ms. Smith, attended the festival with her 
Fiction II class and lead readings of the novel. She 
shared her experience with us. 

“I used to coordinate the award when I worked at 
VCU, so when I left VCU I knew that I wanted 
to stay connected with it. So now, my Fiction II 
students help to choose the winner and are always 
invited to participate in the author Question and 
Answer session. So, we always participate in the 
Question and Answer and the events. 

“My favorite part is always the Question and An-
swer session in the afternoon. The ARGS students 
always ask the best questions and some years they 
ask the only questions. They ask the most interest-
ing questions, more than the VCU Grad students. 
I think this might be because they aren’t self 
conscious, yet. They just have lots of questions, so 
they ask them. The authors are always so excited 
to meet the ARGS students. They can’t believe 
that these are high school students.”

commented on first pages, “I submitted the intro 
to one of my fiction pieces to first pages, so when 
they read my page I was really excited and terri-
fied.  While Ms. Smith was reading, I felt like my 
writing career was a latex balloon and the judges 
were holding a needle.  Luckily, they didn’t punc-
ture my dreams, and said they would continue 
reading. They also gave great feedback on how to 
make my piece better, so it was extremely help-
ful.  If I didn’t already mention it, the judges were 
really nice.  At no point did they plainly say they 
would not read on; instead, they found something 
nice to say and offered helpful suggestions.  I re-
ally enjoyed first pages and, if I can, I may submit 
next year, so I’ll have a legitimate excuse to show 
up at Writer’s Fest.”

In the evening, an open-mic allowed students and 
attendees to read their works and a raffle was held. 
All who attended raved about their experience and 
found it to be a truly inspirational Saturday. 

Left to right: Kaite Britt (Southampton), Jacqueline 
Lucente (Southampton), Emily Green (Chesterfield), 

Ramona Ausubel, Elizabeth Farschon (Dinwid-
die), Ms. Smith, Victoria Brown (Petersburg), Mary 
Chandler (Chesterfield), Destiny Taylor (Petersburg), 
Isaiah Johnson (Dinwiddie), and Kerry Moses (Sus-

sex).

Operation Christmas Child: Huge Success at ARGS!
By Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield)

them along with a letter in each shoebox. Abigail 
Avery (Dinwiddie), one of the leaders of the FCA, 
was the one who dropped all of the shoeboxes off 
at Smyrna Baptist Church, a local community 
collection site. 

The Operation Christmas Child event was a 
huge success at ARGS this year; the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes was able to send a total of 
17 shoeboxes. “It was also a wonderful experience 
for the club and a very rewarding community 
outreach project.” says Abigail about the whole 
event. Hopefully ARGS will be able to continue to 
participate in Operation Christmas Child in years 
to come and continue to show such outstanding 

This year, Appomattox Governor’s School had the 
wonderful opportunity to work with Samaritan’s 
Purse, an organization that is well known for 
sponsoring Operation Christmas Child, to gather 
and send gifts to those less fortunate. Operation 
Christmas Child is an organization that collects 
gifts, packages them in shoeboxes, and sends the 
gifts to less-privileged children during the Christ-
mas time. 

The FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) were 
in charge of the program, and the process began 
with them holding a bake sale to raise money in 
order to buy gifts. Once the money was raised, 
the FCA went out to buy the presents and wrap 

On December 17, 2013, Mr. Bartlett, art teacher, 
had his beard dyed by sophomore Lianne Maunes 
(Petersburg). His beard was dyed Fetish Pink, but 
“I liked to call it Man Genta,” says Mr. Bartlett. 
He had his beard dyed partly for the art depart-
ment and partly for the class of 2016. 

The class of 2016 actually chose the color his 
beard would be dyed. “I was probably the only 
man in Richmond to have a pink beard,” Mr. 
Bartlett added. Mr. Bartlett said he would prob-
ably dye it again if he was asked. 

Dying Mr. Bartlett’s 
Beard
By D’Ivieyon Braxton-Hicks (Amelia)

Photo of Mr. 
Bartlett by 

Lianne Maunes 
(Petersburg)
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ARGS is known for bringing art into the com-
munity. Consequently, the National Honor 
Society, or NHS,  decided, for the first time, to 
reach out to Matoaca Middle schoolers by offering 
workshops in multiple majors taught by NHS 
members. On December 14th, thirty-six students, 
from sixth to eighth grade, ventured into ARGS 
to attend two workshops of their choosing from 
nine to eleven in the morning. These workshops 
ranged from the Literary Arts majors teaching 
about strong writing to Sketch performing and 
playing improvisational games with them,  and  
the day closed with a few words from Mr. Joyner, 
an ARGS Assistant Director.
 
But that day was more than just giving middle 

Every year, PETE, or People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of the Environment, sponsors the recycling 
program that our school uses by paying over four 
hundred dollars and having its members take out 
the recycling every Friday. However, this year, 
PETE decided to put into effect a profitable way 
of recycling that students of Appomattox Re-
gional Governor’s School can interact with. This is 
PETE’s Can Recycling Drive. 

This is the first time PETE has decided to raise 
money for recycling through recycling. It seems 
repetitive, doesn’t it? Even Ms. Luong, PETE’s 
teacher supervisor, says, “I really like the idea of 
recycling to raise money for recycling. It’s so...
cyclical.”  Each pound of cans is equal to about 
44 cents, so bringing in over 1000 pounds of cans 

A year ago, Elizabeth Farschon (Dinwiddie), a 
senior literary arts major, created Writer’s Wednes-
days. Writer’s Wednesdays is a time for anyone 
interested in writing here at ARGS, no matter 
the major, to come and have fun with it. There 
are writing exercises and help from Ms. Smith 
and fellow students on how you should proceed 
in a story, essay, or poem. If interested, stay after 
school on Wednesdays in Ms. Smith’s room from 
3:30 to 5:00 pm. 

Elizabeth Farschon said, “they [Writer Wednes-
days] are weekly, so that’s how you know if you 
want to attend. Last meeting, almost twenty 
people came, so it was a great turn out!” Ms. 
Giewont, an English teacher here at ARGS, added 
“There were representatives from music, tech and 
theater in addition to Literary Arts.”  Come on 
out and try your hand at writing this Wednesday!

Writer’s Wednesdays
By Lilith Blackwell (Richmond)

NHS Holiday Bazaar
By Jacqueline Lucente (Southampton)

In order to raise funds while celebrating the holi-
day season, the National Honor Society held its 
first annual Holiday Bazaar this December. NHS 
members donated crafts, baked goods, and other 
homemade items, such as scarves and candles 
to sell. On December 16th, 17th, and 18th, the 
Bazaar was open for business in the school library 
during lunch. Tuesday and Wednesday, the Bazaar 
stayed open late for the perusal of Holiday Con-
cert attendees. 

President Erika Jaimes (Chesterfield) would like 
to thank everyone who supported this project.
The funds will sponsor future community service 
projects.

The Arts’ Workshop 
By Deidre Norman (Chesterfield) 

school students a chance to see and take part in 
the ARGS community; it enhanced leadership 
skills for members of the NHS, especially those 
who planned and organized the event, like Erika 
Jaimes (Chesterfield), the president of NHS. She 
says that “We’ve put a lot of time and effort in 
this project and I’m very excited for December 
14th. I hope the students who participate in the 
workshops leave ARGS thinking outside of the 
box. Thank you to the student volunteers for all 
your efforts. I hope its success will make this a 
tradition.” 

The NHS hopes to make this an annual event 
with even more schools, broadening not just 
ARGS’ influence in the community but also the 

“Yes We ‘Can’!”
By Deidre Norman (Chesterfield) 

will pay for the recycling. 

On November 12th, students were emailed a sheet 
to pledge how many bags of cans they will bring. 
Throughout the year, students who participate will 
collect cans in garbage bags at their homes and 
bring them in on a scheduled date. Also, bags will 
be set up around the school beside the recycling 
boxes, and students can put cans in during the 
day. However, you might want to save those cans 
at home, because the class that brings the most 
cans on February 21 or 22, a Friday and Satur-
day, wins a cupcake party--and the individual 
who has the most will win the grand prize, which 
is a surprise. So start collecting those cans and 
look forward to more information showing up 
throughout the school. 

Dr. Fages, a former Spanish professor at the 
University of Michigan, is the new Spanish 3, 4 
and 5 teacher here at ARGS. Fages, a native of 
Barcelona, was excited to move back to a warmer 
climate when she took the job at ARGS. Fages put 
in her letter of resignation from the University of 
Michigan during late August and began teaching 
at ARGS on September 13. “I decided to come 
and teach at Appomattox mainly because its a 
Governor’s School and allows students to be more 
creative. I love the environment here at Appomat-
tox and I am really glad to teach here.” Fages said.

During the two week period of time between 
Señor Jaimes and Dr. Fages, the Spanish 3, 4 
and 5 classes here at ARGS were taught by the 
wonderful Señora Hernandez during this time of 
transition who led them in a Spanish language 
video project. Dr. Fages viewed these videos upon 
her arrival here at ARGS before starting her own 

Welcome Dr. Fages
By Lilith Blackwell (Richmond)

curriculum.

Once Dr. Fages arrived, the Spanish classes 
reverted back to their normal routine of learning 
their chosen language. Everyone made sure to give 
Dr. Fages a warm ARGS welcome. 

Writer’s Wednesday Participants, Left to Right: 
Ms. Smith, Piper Lynch (Petersburg), Kali Fillhart 
(Franklin City), and Jordyn Elliott (Dinwiddie).  

Photo by Ms. Giewont

Dr. Fages
Photo by Jake Nunnally



“Last year, when I was preparing for adjudica-
tion day, I remember being awake all night. I 
think I called all my family members and told 
them a million times about it because I was so 
excited,”said Chante Brown (Petersburg). It has 
been a year since Chante Brown, a freshman 
Dance major, had her audition to get into the 
Dance program at ARGS, and now  ARGS is 
preparing for another round. 

Adjudication took place on January 11th and 
18th. Adjudication day is the last phase of the 
admissions process for rising ninth graders from 
fourteen participating school divisions. These 
students are invited to ARGS to audition/present 
their portfolio and complete an interview with 
their parents or guardians. Prior to adjudica-
tion day, students must pass the first half of the 
application process which consists of the written 
application, essay, and recommendations.

Adjudication is both time-consuming and nerve-
wracking because students must prepare the 
summer prior to entering their eighth grade year. 
There are specific course requirements they must 
complete prior to enrolling at ARGS.  Each of the 
Focus Areas (Dance, Visual Arts, Theatre Arts, 
Technology, Literary Arts, Instrumental Music 

,and Vocal Music) have adjudicators conducting 
auditions and reviewing portfolios as part of the 
admissions process.

Students audition for the focus area they applied 
to. The auditioning process can vary in length 
from 10 minutes to 2.5 hours. For example, audi-
tions for Dance students are held in a dance class 
format. For vocal auditions, students must prepare 
one musical theatre (Broadway) song, memorize 
16 bars of a song, and participate in improvisa-
tional acting games as a group.

In the days leading up to adjudication, Ms. 
Veronica Kouassi, assistant director and adjudica-
tion coordinator said, “I hope we will select an 
awesome group of freshmen students to become 
the graduating Class of 2018.”  According to Ms. 
Kouassi, “I expect both adjudication days will 
run as smoothly as possible because this year we 
have several new faculty members to assist with 
the adjudication process.” Ms. Kouassi also stated, 
“Adjudication day is a great opportunity for our 
staff to see our potential freshman class and their 
parents or guardians as they complete the adjudi-
cation process.”    

When interested students and their parents or 

Upcoming Dragons: Class of 2018
By Berkley Lipscomb (Dinwiddie)                      

guardians arrive on adjudication day, their first 
stop is the registration table, where they receive 
a name tag with their home school division and 
focus area. They are also provided additional mate-
rials to complete their admission process. Their 
next stop is the cafeteria where they can relax, 
enjoy refreshments provided by the PTSA, and ac-
cess free WiFi as they anticipate their audition and 
interview appointments.

After adjudication is over and everyone has gone 
home to recover from the anxiety of auditions and 
interviews,  there is the anticipation of receiving 
the “letter of acceptance” in the middle of March 
announcing whether a student has been selected as  
a primary or alternate candidate. 

This year there were 313 applicants scheduled 
to adjudicate for the 2014 incoming freshman 
class at ARGS.  “Adjudication is a perfect form of 
advertisement for our guests because it provides an 
amazing opportunity to learn more about ARGS, 
which some may people may describe as the best 
kept secret in Petersburg, Virginia,” says Ms. 
Kouassi.   
                                 

At the end of last year, ARGS Visual Arts majors 
created eight murals to go on display at the Tri- 
Cities Habitat for Humanity ReStore. The murals 
are hung on the exterior of the building located at 
829 Commerce Street, Petersburg. 

The murals express the goals of Habitat for Hu-
manity, such as the connection to a community 
and the socially and environmentally responsible 
use of materials. Ms. Lyons, the Visual Arts chair, 
sees the murals as a way to further community 
outreach, acknowledge the community around 
us, and how we can contribute our own personal 
skills to better the community.  

Ms. Whittier and her painting II class designed 
the murals so that each banner would contain a 
common design element. The banners include 
abstract references to the environment and land-
scape, or to more architectural forms or build-
ings. The squares in the corners of these murals 
are graphic images that represent everything that 
habitat for humanity has to offer. 

In other news, Visual Arts Majors recently 
completed a holiday themed mural that displays 
a deer in the midst of a snowy background with 

Visual Arts Department Murals
By Isabel Wilson (Chesterfield)

gold antlers and bright blue gem eyes. The mural 
was inspired by the hopes of a winter season filled 
with snow. The Visual Arts students were then 
intrigued by the idea of a deer within this snow 
inspired mural. The bejeweled eyes and gold 
antlers developed off of that idea and were an 
instant hit among the students. The mural is now 
on display in Old Towne Petersburg, at 122 North 
Sycamore Street.
 
Students who worked on the 
Habitat for Humanity’s murals:

Adeola Adesuyi (Colonial 
Heights)
Ms. Whittier
With Alumni:
MacKenzie Busby
Joy Graves
Kristen Smith

Holiday mural:

Marin Leong (Chesterfield)
Miles Barnett (Richmond)
Peyton Peters (Chesterfield)
Maddy Mechert (Powhatan
Adeola Adesuyi (Colonial Heights)
Sara Sobieraj (Chesterfield)

The Mural  at the ReStore
Photo by Ms. Lyons

Ishari Walton (Petersburg)
Janay January (Petersburg)
Elizabeth Black (Charles City)
Ms. Whittier
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With a semester at ARGS, friends are reuniting, 
freshmen are getting familiar with the school, and 
new teachers are being welcomed as well. In addi-
tion,  Mrs. Rebecca Hodal this year we welcome a 
Juilliard alumna, Ms. Kim Richardson.

She teaches many levels of modern and ballet. 
Ms. Richardson taught at a performing arts high 
school for 15 years, called “Arts High School” in 
Newark, NJ where she perfected the dance cur-
riculum.  

Ms. Richardson started dancing at the age of four 
with Donald McKayles’s School, then School of 
American Ballet of {George Balanchine},then 
Dance Theatre of Harlem of  {Arthur Micthell}, 
Alvin Aliley’s second dance American Dance 
Center. 
Richardson 
started 
her career 
with Alvin 
Ailey’s 
2nd dance 
company. 
Then at the 
age of 22, 
she went 
to The Juil-
liard School 
where she 
earned 
her BFA 
in dance. 
After that, 
she traveled 
to Italy for 
seven years and 
worked in television under Silvio Berlusconi and 
with Robert Pomper on tour. 

After returning to the States, she became adance 
teacher at Arts High School for 15 years where she 
wrote the dance curriculum for the City of New-
ark, the dance assessment standards for the State 
of New Jersey, laid the foundations for the spacing 
in the dance studios, floors, mirrors, barres, tech 
productions, choreographed many concerts, and 
taught  Ballet & Modern Dance, all forms of 
dance history, aesthetics, criticism, anatomy, and 
composition. In addition, she coached students 
in their solo works in order to audition for full or 
partial scholarships and submittance to major art 
universities.

Born into a Jazz music world, her father, Jerome 
Richardson, was a fairly known musician in the 
music industry. He played all the woodwind and 

reed instruments. He was known as the first to 
play jazz on a flute and his exuberant technical 
skills on the soprano sax.  He played for Quincy 
Jones Frank Sinatra, and many more.  

When asked the question if she could be any 
dancer in the world who would it be and why, 
Richardson said, “Margot Fonteyn -  ,she was the 
most expressive and delicate dancer in ballet.” 
Another is “Travis Wall, choreographer on ‘So You 
Think You Can Dance’,.’: his innovative ability 
to choreograph the most original movements.” 
Ms.Richardson wants us to be the best we can be 
and always has a great personality.

Ms. Richardson’s advice in pursuing any art form:  
“Don’t ever lose sight of your gift that is you.  

When life 
knocks 
you down, 
get back 
up in the 
game and 
remem-
ber who 
you are.  
Remember 
what is 
flowing in 
your veins.  
Remember 
what you 
are given, 
and what 
you can 
create. Like 

any masterpiece 
you’re not done 

yet!  Inside of you is the best of everyone who 
has come before you, and the best of everyone to 
come. You can forget some of what life hands you, 
but don’t forget who you are, you are a gift to the 
world.  REMEMBER!

She thought ARGS’ dance program needed 
change in order to achieve mastery in dance. 
When Mrs. Hodal mentioned that the school was 
looking for a new dance teacher, Ms. Richardson 
jumped at the opportunity. Like many schools, 
there are certain goals the dance program would 
like to meet. Ms. Richardson’s goals are to mainly 
teach dance and to hope that the students will 
regularly be accepted into prominent universities 
and become extremely successful dancers. She 
hopes she can bring a level of professionalism  to 
ARGS. When asked is there a power player in the 
dance program, she replied with “Yes, all dance 
majors.” 

A New Face at ARGS
By Berkley Lipscomb (Dinwiddie)

The picture is of Jonathan Brown (Chesterfield) being critiqued by Ms. Kim Rich-
ardson. This picture was taken by Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield).

Cheryl Simmers 
Selected as 
NGSS@NTSA 
Curator
By Marlena Charity (Surry)

Recently, Ms. Simmers, technology department 
chair at ARGS, was chosen to be a curator 
for the NGSS@NTSSA, also known as Next 
Generation Science Standards at the National 
Science Teachers Association. The National 
Science Teachers Association (NTSA) is the 
“largest professional organization in the world” 
and promotes excellence and innovation in 
science education. The NGSS are new K-12 
science standards that prepare K-12 students to be 
informed, college ready citizens who are prepared 
for STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics) careers. 

The resources gathered by curators like Ms. 
Simmers will be added to the online interactive 
website on the NGSS. The purpose of the site is 
to “provide crowdsourcing capability” that will 
facilitate teachers in identifying and sharing their 
own resources, interacting with other educators, as 
well as provide tools to help plan their lessons. 

Ms. Simmers found out about the program online 
and applied by submitting her curriculum vitae 
(an overview of her experience and qualifications), 
as well as a sample evaluation of a resource for the 
NTSA website. “I was honored to be selected,” 
said Ms. Simmers, who didn’t feel nervous about 
applying at all. In April, she will be attending 
an NTSA training conference held in Boston to 
receive special training on how to evaluate sources 

Photograph of Ms. Cheryl Simmers at the ARGS Gala 
courtesy of Faraz Farooq (Chesterfield)



Over the past couple of months, there has been 
much debate going on within Chesterfield County 
on whether or not to use tax money to build 
a library in the vacant lot near Monacan High 
School. Chesterfield County residents have been 
egging the county to finally build the library 
they promised years ago, and on the night of 
November 25th, their voices were finally heard. 
One of our very own seniors, Jordan Sheehan 
(Chesterfield) had the honor and privilege of 
attending the event that decided whether or not 
the library would be paid for and built.

The Chesterfield County Reformation Bond 
was started in 2004 to support the building and 
upkeep of schools, libraries, and other reforma-
tion projects. However, since then, the county had 
not really utilized the money that they were given 
for any substantial projects. At this point, many 
people of Chesterfield County began to get upset 
that the money they had pledged was not being 
used, and they demanded that something be done. 
The county then got together to discuss their 
plan to build a library that had seemingly been 
abandoned once before. After the plan had been 
discussed, a vote was held and the plan to build 
a library in the vacant lot near Monacan High 
School was approved. 

Melissa Thompson is the current president of the 
Appomattox Regional Governor’s School PTSA, 

The ARGS I.T. Director, Mr. Swartz, and I.T. 
Analyst, Mr. Harris created a new website during 
the summer for ARGS. A new website was made 
because the old one was “not compatible with 
mobile browsers, looked outdated, and the colors 
were just boring,” says Mr. Swartz. Mr. Harris 
helped move content around and cleaned up the 
pages. The theme of the website was chosen by a 
process called crowdsourcing. Crowdsourcing is 
asking a large crowd -in this case the internet- to 
come up with designs, and Mr. Swartz picked the 
best design. 

The website took about two months to build, 
but it was still not fully complete. It was updated 
and reworked for mobile browsing, and the 
new design takes advantage of small screens on 
phones, tablets, and other devices. The new site is 
brighter, making it look happier, full of content, 
and smoother. Additional work will be done to 
complete the site; analytics on how everyone uses 
it and pictures will be included on the website. 
The literary Print and Online class is even helping 
to fix up the website also.

ARGS also has a new wifi system. The new system 
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Juniors:

Teresa Artis (Petersburg)
Elizabeth Black (Charles City)
Angela Booker (Chesterfield)
Madeline Brawley (Chesterfield)
Sierra Butler (Chesterfield)
Colby Cancino (Hopewell)
Alexsandra Duran (Dinwiddie)
Virginia Fritz (Chesterfield)
Julia Killelea (Chesterfield)
Rachel McDowall (Prince George) 
Andris Murray (Richmond)
Christopher Olsen (Chesterfield)
Samantha Pandolfe (Chesterfield)
Eric Pastore (Chesterfield)
Peyton Peters (Chesterfield)
Jonathan Spence (Chesterfield)
Brittany Thorburn (Chesterfield)

Photo by Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield).

NHS Inductions
By LaRita Lawrence (Surry)

On November 12, 2013 The National Honor So-
ciety inducted 5 seniors and 17 juniors. The NHS 
originated in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at Fifth Av-
enue High School. It was adopted by the National 
Association of Secondary Principals in 1919. The 
objectives are to create an enthusiasm for scholar-
ship, stimulate a desire to render service, promote 
a worthy leadership, and to encourage the devel-
opment of character. Today there are over 12,000 
schools chartered. 

ARGS’ chapter was founded in the year 2000. 
Students are chosen for membership based on 
Scholarship, Citizenship, Leadership, and Service. 
They must also have a minimum of a 3.0 GPA.

Parents, teachers, and administration gathered in 
the James L. Ruffa Performing Art Center at 2 
p.m. to celebrate in this great accomplishment. 
Sophomores who meet the requirements will be 
able to apply in the Spring of 2013. 

Congratulations to the new members!

Seniors:
                                                                                                      
Bryanna Holly (Chesterfield)                                                       
Destiny Mayes (Petersburg)                                                        
Alexis Smith (Petersburg)                                                            
Lydia Thompson (Chesterfield)                                                   
Ja’Kara White (Petersburg)                                                         
                                                                                                     

and she is also the mother of Jordan Sheehan 
(Chesterfield), a senior at ARGS. Ms. Thompson 
was invited 
by the county 
to attend the 
event, and she 
brought Jordan 
so that he 
could speak as 
a student ad-
vocate. Jordan 
spoke to the 
board about 
the commit-
ment they had 
made years be-
fore and how 
they needed to 
uphold their 
promises, as well as the importance the library 
would have on him once it was built. According 
to Jordan he was the only youth voice to speak at 
the event; therefore, he was really listened to by 
the board so that they could get an idea of what 
the students think of the proposed library plan.

Jordan commented on the event saying, “The 
night was a really positive experience for me; it re-
ally made me realize the impact a community can 
have, and that if enough people fight for change 
together, change can actually come.” 

Jordan Sheehan Fights for Chesterfield Library
By Ally Rivera (Petersburg)

New Website and Wifi System
By D’Ivieyon Braxton-Hicks (Amelia)

is at least three times faster than the old system 
and no longer requires users to sign into the portal 
page. The system covers every part of the building 
with full signal, and parents, alumni, and guests 
can now easily connect to the system with the 
new QR code, a machine readable code consisting 
of an array of black and white squares, typically 
used for storing URLs or other information for 
reading by the camera on a smartphone, which 
can be found on the windows by the tech room 
and many other places around the school. There 
are accessing points on the west and east wings on 
each floor.

The goal of the new wifi system is to bring the 
structure up to date with current technologies and 
to increase the uptime of the wireless network. 
“We know how much the wifi system means to 
the students here at ARGS and we strive to make 
our technology systems as accessible and easy to 
use as possible,” says Mr. Swartz. He believes the 
new wifi system fits the data needs of students, 
staff, faculty, alumni, and guests. Mr. Swartz says 
he is excited to release new technology for stu-
dents, faculty, staff, parents, alumni, and potential 
students/parents to use. 



 
Arts’ Trading Card 
Show
By Deidre Norman (Chesterfield)

In June of last school year, while we were getting 
ready for summer break, students’ artwork was 
displayed in the Vault of the Quirk Gallery in 
Richmond, Virginia. Yet these were not paintings 
or sculptures, no, but hand-sized trading cards cre-
ated not only by arts majors but anyone interested 
in the ARGS community, going over one hundred 
and ten cards submitted. Three other schools took 
part in this gallery, totaling over three hundred 
cards.

 This was the first of its kind, having to put a 
design together on a two by three cardboard, but 
students submitted three cards, and the best of the 
three was selected for display. The event was orga-
nized by Miles Barnett’s (Richmond), a student of 
ARGS, mother, Kerry Mills and featured a wide 
variety of cards. These cards could have also been 
viewed in the Holiday display in December, 2013.
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Holiday Coffee
By Berkley Lipscomb (Dinwiddie)

This time of year brings many things: sweets, 
presents, snow, holiday breaks,and one thing that 
most of us do not know about the dance majors: 
Holiday Coffee Café. 

This Café is run by the entire dance department, 
and the dancers are all pitching in. The Café raises 
money for costumes, which are expensive. There 
are a lot of dance majors, and one costume could 
cost 75 dollars alone, so the price adds up. 

The great thing about this Cafe is everything is 
one dollar including Krispy Kreme Doughnuts, 
pop tarts, honey buns, hot chocolate, different 
varieties of tea, and also many flavors of coffee 
creams and coffee. The teachers do get a discount 
of fifty cents for what they buy.

The Café is set up at the stairs by the bus loop. 
Sales start at 8:00 am and end at 8:25 am.Taylor 
Tinsley (Chesterfield) says, “It is a great loca-
tion, and the hot chocolate is getting to be great.” 
Also stay tuned with this because it is not just for 
December. The dance department is selling until 
March, so all snacks and coffee flavors will change. 
The Dance Department hopes to see some new 
faces buying coffee and snacks soon.     

The Latin Club is about to kickstart its Enrich-
ment Program through the Petersburg Parks & 
Leisure Services Department.  They will be work-
ing with elementary school students in hopes of 
giving them a preview of the interdisciplinary 
fun that they can have with Latin. 

The Latin officers decided to take this on, be-
cause of the few people who take the Latin route 
in middle school, or as freshman in high school 
when they begin their foreign language journey. 

 The program was proposed by the Latin Club 
leader Maryam Ansari (Colonial Heights). The 
Latin Club wanted to direct their attention to-
wards a meaningful service to younger children. 

Mrs. Mathews said, “The students pursued pos-
sible connections with area elementary schools, 
but in the end connected with the Parks & 
Leisure Services Department with Dr. Victory’s 
help.  Parks & Leisure Services already hosts an 
after-school program everyday after school for 
area students.”  The after-school program, seeks 
to get young students exposed to arts and other 

Carrie Review
By LaRita Lawrence (Surry)

Recently, ARGS’ Theater Department put on a 
performance of Carrie: The Musical. Two senior 
theater majors were interviewed, Gregory McDoe 
(Petersburg) and Dara Prentiss (Chesterfield), a 
cast member and a crew member respectively, were 
interviewed about their time in the show. They 
stated that they were excited to see how turning 
a novel and movie into a musical would play out. 
They also were excited because a portion of the 
proceeds would go to Lady Gaga’s Born This Way 
Foundation, a foundation that raises money to 
help bullied youth. 

When asked how hard it was to get into the bully 
character, McDoe stated, “I’m not good at being 
mean. I think I’m a nice person, so it was little 
hard being mean to people.” Prentiss was a part 
of the backstage crew for Carrie and stated that 
opening night was “nerve-wracking,” as they had 
no room for errors. 

The show ran for two weekends, and the theatre 
department donated close to $700. Their next 
production is Shakespeare’s As You Like It, open-
ing February 28th.  Be on the lookout for more 
information. 

Lain Club hosts Enrichment Program at Tussing 
Elementary School 
By: Ann Audrey Eliades (Hopewell)

Trading card by alumna India Burns, courtesy of 
Ms. Patricia Lyons.

Photo courtesy of Kerry Mills.

extracurricular events. 

Mrs. Mathews says, “The Latin Club officers 
have developed a program, which takes the stu-
dents through simple Latin greetings, mythology, 
the Greek alphabet, Roman months and days 
of the week, etc.  We want to incorporate our 
students’ focus areas in the weekly sessions, some 
of which will be evident as we work towards an 
end-of-year performance.” 

The Latin Club officers will be the first to start 
the program. Those students include Maryam 
Ansari (Colonial Heights), Candria Hicks 
(Petersburg), Morgan Cox (Chesterfield), Osaze 
Shears (Surry), Lillie Izo (Colonial Heights), 
and Eric Pastore (Chesterfield). In addition, the 
upper level Latin students will also participate 
and will eventually incorporate the other Latin 
students towards the end of the year.


