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A r g s  C h e e r l e A d e r s
By Ann Audrey Eliades (Hopewell)

On Saturday October 26th the ARGS cheerlead-
ers traveled to Appomattox County High School 
for their district competition. The girls set out for 
Appomattox around noon on Saturday afternoon 
for the 5:00 p.m. competition. There were 4 other 
teams at the competition: Appomattox, Gretna, 
Central Lunenburg, and Buckingham High 
Schools. 

The girls performed second and 
were ready to compete. All of their 
stunts went up, and the pyramid 
was right on point. Their routine 
was very engaging and had their 
fans on their feet. Their final chant 
was “We are leaving it all right here 
on the mat!” The girls did exactly 
that. 
The team did not, however, make 
top 3 in order to move on, but 
they truly had fun and represented 
ARGS well.

The cheerleading team would 
like to thank all of their fans who 
took the 2 hour drive to see them 
perform. A special thank you goes 

Proudly keeping the ARGS community in touch with the fantastic achievements of our students and staff. 
-Dr. James M. Victory

The Dragon’s Lair
December 2013

The 2013-2014 ARGS cheerleading team and Ms. Cook.

out to the coaches, Mrs. Cook and Ms. Simmers. 
They are the ones who made it possible for the 
girls to compete. The cheerleaders appreciated all 
that their fans have done for them and continue to 
do. In addition, the cheerleaders are very excited 
about the upcoming basketball season. Please 
come and support your ARGS sports teams. 

C o r r e C t i o n
 

In the November edition of The Dragon’s Lair, we 

inadvertently omitted Allie Duran’s name from the vol-

leyball roster. We deeply regret the error.
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2Basketball Season 
Begins 
By Melicia James (Petersburg)

We would like to congratulate those students who 
made both the girls’ and boys’ basketball teams. 
Tryouts and the selection of the teams took place 
on the week of November 11. Both teams have 
had scrimmages to prepare for the new season. 
They are anxious for the season to get started.

“This is my senior year and I am going to cherish 
this season,” said senior Ja’Kara White (Peters-
burg). “I want the team to make it back to the 
state tournament like we did my sophomore year, 
and I am very confident that we will be able to.”

The girls’ team finished first in the district and 
region last year but fell one game short of the state 
tournament.
         
“We are ready for the season to start and are work-
ing hard every day at practice,” said junior Dahkel 
Darling (Dinwiddie). 

Their first games were on December 3rd at Colo-
nial Heights High School. The girls’ game began 
at 5:45 followed by the boys’ at 7:15. The first 
home game is December 11 against Middlesex. 
The girls’ game is at 5:30 and the boys’ is at 7:00. 
Please come out to support the teams!

Girls’ Team
Melicia James (Petersburg)               Senior
Ja’Kara White (Petersburg)               Senior
Jessica Presley (Petersburg)              Sophomore
Aja Boyd (Petersburg)                      Sophomore
Trishina Crawley (Petersburg)           Sophomore
Lauren Wilson (Sussex)                     Sophomore
Rae Henderson (Dinwiddie)             Freshman
Tenaju Banks (Chesterfield)             Freshman

Coaches: Mr. Eric Brower, Mr. B. Andra Slaugh-
ter
 
Boys’ Team
Malek Leach (Petersburg)                 Senior
Zach Campbell (Chesterfield)           Senior
Denton Holder (Chesterfield)           Senior
Nathan Salle (Richmond)                  Senior
Dahkel Darling (Dinwiddie)              Junior
Alonzo Scott (Sussex)                       Junior
Luke Butterworth (Hopewell)           Junior
De’Quan Jones (Petersburg)              Junior 
Ben Driebe (Richmond)                    Sophomore
Jarice Mason (Richmond)                 Sophomore
Nick Mason (Petersburg)                  Sophomore
Melvin Hill (Petersburg)                    Sophomore

Coaches: Mr. Rickey Barefoot, Dr. Wesley Joyner

James River Writers’ Conference
By Emily Green (Chesterfield) 
On October 19th and 20th, the Richmond Con-
vention Center housed a few major events, a gun 
show, a cancelled circus, and what the James River 
Writers’ Chair described as “something in-between 
the two”: the James River Writer’s Conference. 
The Conference involved many different work-
shops, author interviews, and the ever popular 
“First Page Readings” that served as a model for 
ARGS’ very own Writer’s Fest First Page Readings 
and “Pitch-a-palooza,” where prospective authors 
have only one minute to pitch their novel to a 
panel of editors and literary agents.    

Writers from all over the country, and some out-
side of the US’s borders, came to discuss their love 
of literature, writing, and tougher questions like 
what’s happening in the publishing industry, and 
what that means for the next generation of writers. 
The Conference itself was planned solely by the 
James River Writers’ board members. 

Though they had been in charge of coordination, 

the entire event ran on the volunteer efforts, many 
being high school students serving on the James 
River Writers Youth Advisory Board. Mary Chan-
dler (Chesterfield), Kaite Britt (Southampton), 
Jacqueline Lucente (Southampton), Elizabeth 
Farschon (Dinwiddie), Emily Green (Chester-
field), and Ashley James (Chesterfield) made sure 
that ARGS students were well represented, and 
that the Conference ran as smoothly as possible. 
ARGS’ very own English teacher Patty Smith 
served as a moderator during the conference, 
asking authors the tough questions to which eager 
listeners wanted the answers to.

When asked what she thought of the experience, 
Senior Elizabeth Farschon (Dinwiddie) said “It 
was a great experience, and I learned a lot, and 
more than that, it was a great way to bond with 
other writers outside of class.” The conference pro-
vided for many ARGS literary arts majors a view 
into the real world of publishing, writing, and 
editing, and some pretty delicious lunch as well. 

On November 1, 2013, Interact club hosted 
the annual ARGS Halloween Dance. Interact is 
a service club here at ARGS, and they had this 
dance to raise money for the Ronald McDonald 
House of Richmond. They managed to raise two 
hundred and seventy three dollars. There were 
many fun things to do such as fortune tellings and 
many delicious treats to eat like pizza and candy. 
There was also a costume contest, and the win-
ner of the costume contest was freshman Jacob 
McHugh (Chesterfield) who dressed as Jake from 
State Farm. 

Our wonderful DJs for the dance were Junior 
Bryan Connolly (Chesterfield) and Alumni Collin 

Interact Halloween Dance
By Brittany Goode (Petersburg)

White (2013). Josephine Roebuck (Petersburg) 
said, “It was cool; I had so much fun!” Many 
students said that the dance was very fun and that 
they really enjoyed themselves.

do You hAVe 
AnY Args neWs?

email Ms. giewont at 
ggiewont@args.us!
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You might have heard through the grapevine that 
Ms. Smith, a literary arts and English teacher here 
at ARGS, has an essay coming out in a Richmond 
Magazine, BROAD STREET, this November. 
BROAD STREET is a nonprofit magazine that 
publishes nonfiction stories from writers all over 
the United States. The magazine “hope[s] to create 
an engaging platform where writing, poetry, and 
artwork can come together in one space,” as stated 
on their website.
 
Ms. Smith’s essay is about a nasty border war that 
took place in Senegal from 1989-1991. Ms. Smith 
lived in Senegal from 1988-1989. She moved 
there after teaching French in a private middle 
school in Massachusetts for 10 years. She swapped 
positions with a Senegalese teacher and ended up 
teaching English in Senegal for a year. 

“I loved living in Senegal -- I loved the people, the 

Ms. Smith published in a Richmond Magazine
By Josie Roebuck (Petersburg)

ARGS Welcomes Back  Ms. Kouassi
by Ja’Kara White (Petersburg)

Our assistant director, Ms. Veronica Kouassi, also 
known as Lieutenant Colonel Kouassi, assumed 
Command of the Warrior Transition Battalion 
(WTB) at Fort Benning, Georgia from June 11, 
2012 to May 12, 2013 in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. While in command, Ms. 
Kouassi made history as the first female African 
American Commander of 
the Fort Benning Warrior 
Transition Battalion home 
of the Armor and Infantry 
Corps. Ms. Kouassi pro-
vided command and con-
trol of the  Warrior Tran-
sition Battalion which has 
a staff of 200 military and 
civilian personnel that 
provide personal sup-
port to 350 wounded, ill, 
and injured soldiers who 
require at least six months 
of rehabilitative care and 
complex medical manage-
ment.  

Ms. Kouassi was commis-
sioned a second lieutenant in the Medical Service 
Corps through the Army ROTC program at Prai-
rie View A&M University and earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree with honors (Cum Laude) in 
1980. She also earned a Master of Science degree 
from Texas Women’s University in 1991. Later, 
she completed her postgraduate work in Adminis-
tration & Supervision and Gifted Education at the 
College of William & Mary in 2006.

One thing she missed while she was away from 
Virginia was her daughter. She said initially her 
daughter was upset when she found out about 
her mother’s departure to Georgia, but later their 
time apart helped her daughter to become more 
independent, responsible and a better problem 

solver. When asked how 
she felt when she returned 
to ARGS, Ms. Kouassi 
said, “I felt hopeful when 
I returned to ARGS. It 
was a chance to apply 
what I had learned as a 
battalion commander.” 
When asked to explain in 
more detail, Ms. Kouassi 
said, “I learned how to be-
come an effective leader or 
in other words a servant 
leader: one who possesses 
the ability to influence 
others through inspira-
tion, vision and purpose.” 

She also stated that serving 
as a battalion commander 

highlighted the best part of thirty-two years of her 
service in the U.S. Army. 

Ms. Kouassi left ARGS on June 8, 2012 to serve 
on active duty as a battalion commander at  Fort 
Benning, Georgia  and she returned to us on June 
3, 2013. We are glad to have her back as a part of 
the ARGS family.

food (cheb u jen -- fish and rice-- is the national 
dish; lots of mangoes and papaya too). I learned to 
play the djembe there and learned African dance,” 
Ms. smith said. But, during her time there a war 
broke out between Senegal and Mauritania. Ms. 
Smith’s essay, “Border War,” is about her experi-
ence during this war. 

Ms. Smith has other published works such as fic-
tion pieces and pieces in nonfiction anthologies, 
but this is her first published article in this maga-
zine and as she said, “I’m thrilled to be published 
in BROAD STREET!”

You can find “Border War,” in the November edi-
tion of BROAD STREET or by checking online 
at: http://broadstreetonline.org/ once the essay is 
published.

 
Dr. Cunningham at VHSL 
Jostens Championship 
Conference
By Kali Fillhart (Franklin City)

On October 9th, our very own literary arts 
teacher, Dr. Cunningham, presented five different 
workshops at VHSL’s conference for writing in 
Roanoke. 

VHSL (Virginia High School League) is a state-
wide organization that regulates sports and activi-
ties in Virginia High schools including activities 
such as football, soccer, theater, and  yearbook. At 
the workshop, Dr. Cunningham taught work-
shops ranging in a variety of topics from how to 
interview someone to how to write for a newspa-
per or newsletter. 

This is the fourth time Dr. Cunningham was 
invited to the VHSL conference, and she says that 
she loves getting to meet all the different types of 
writing students out there. When asked on her 
thoughts about the conference, Dr. Cunningham 
commented, “Meeting all these people makes me 
realize how awesome ARGS students are.”

Fall Blood Drive
By Melicia James (Petersburg)

The National Honor Society held its annual fall 
blood drive on Tuesday, October 15th. The blood 
drive is conducted through the Virginia Blood 
Services. Thirty ARGS students and staff donated 
blood and plasma combined. 

The Virginia Blood Services has added motivation 
to the blood drive by offering a scholarship for 
schools that participate in blood drives. In order 
for ARGS to qualify for the scholarship, 50 people 
most donate blood on the said date and if that 
goal isn’t met, another blood drive must be held 
within 56 days of the previous blood drive. ARGS 
needs 20 more participants in order for students 
to be eligible. “This [getting 50 people to donate] 
is not impossible for our school to reach and I am 
positive that our school can achieve this goal,” said 
Mrs. Cindy Clark, NHS sponsor.

The amount of the scholarship varies based on 
how many students donate. It may be divided 
into two scholarships depending on the NHS and 
ARGS. An essay will more than likely be a part of 
the scholarship; however the question to go along 
with it will not be decided until after the spring 
blood drive. The tentative date for the spring 
blood drive is March 4th.

Photo provided by Ms. Kouassi.

http://broadstreetonline.org


4Freshmen field trip to the 
Richmond Ballet
By Taylor Tinsley (Chesterfield) and 
Berkley  Lipscomb (Dinwiddie)

On September 23, 2013 the dance majors went 
on a field trip to the Richmond Ballet and had 
the opportunity to hear an interview by Philip 
Neal. Phillip Neal is from Richmond ,Virginia 
and danced for the Richmond Ballet. After years 
of training, he went on to perform with New York 
City Ballet. Currently, Mr. Neal is retired from 
dancing and is now a choreographer. He says it is 
a big difference from his former experience being 
on the stage to now being behind the scenes of a 
dance performance. 

When the dance majors first arrived at the 
Richmond ballet, they heard an interview with 
Mr. Neal. He told the students about his experi-
ence dancing, his busy schedule training, and 
performing with the New York Ballet. He shared 
his thoughts and creativity and he encouraged the 
dance majors that if they want to be professional 
dancers, the time to start training is now.  

After the interview with Mr. Neal, all the dance 
majors got to dance together. This was such a great 
experience because the freshmen dance majors 
rarely get to dance with other dance majors. 
Ms. Richardson, a dance instructor at the ballet,  
taught the dance majors in a modern class. This 
was a more advanced class than the freshmen 
had been exposed to. D’Ivieyon Braxton-Hicks 
(Amelia), a freshman who went on the trip, said 
that she had fun going to the Richmond Ballet 
and would like if the freshman could have more 
opportunities to go. She also says she liked the 
more advanced classes. Another freshman dance 
major, Kayla Jones (Chesterfield), said that Mr. 
Neal was very inspiring by showing how she could 
accomplish her goals in dance just like he has. 

The dance majors not only traveled to the ballet 
but watched a world premiere of “Phoenix Rising” 
by Philip Neal and “Bow Out” on October 3 , 
2013.“The bus was so crowded but was so worth 
it,” says D’Ivieyon Braxton-Hicks. The moment 
the dance majors walked through the Richmond 
Ballet entrance, everyone could feel the amaze-
ment in the room. ARGS students were not the 
only ones representing their school; there was 
another district as well as elderly people. 

The dancers were amazing with the lifts, jumps, 
turns, allusions, stunts, lights, costumes, and set 
up.”The male dancers were beautiful and excep-
tional,” says Kayla Jones. 

We would like to welcome Mrs. Thistlethwaite 
to the ARGS family! Mrs. Thistlethwaite is one 
of our new teachers who teaches Chemistry 
(Standard and Honors) and anatomy. She is from 
Fairfax County; she has three children, all boys: 
Rowan 7, Dean 3, and Liam 2. Her husband, Dr. 
Bill Thistle-
thwaite, is 
a doctor at 
VCU Medi-
cal Center. 

Mrs. This-
tlethwaite 
has three 
brothers, 
Andrew, 
Paul and 
Kenneth, 
all of whom 
are cur-
rently living 
in Northern 
Virginia. 

She also has three cats named Fuji, Jackson, and 
Sparkles. 

Because of the three boys mentioned above, most 
of her outside activities are family-oriented. They 
enjoy going to parks and kids’ museums, but one 

Welcome to ARGS, Mrs. Thistlethwaite!
By Brittany Goode (Petersburg)

of their favorites is going fruit picking. 

She first had a taste of teaching in graduate school 
as a teaching assistant and found that she really 
enjoyed the connection to students and the oppor-
tunity to clarify difficult concepts. Mrs. Thistle-

thwaite has 
taught at 
many dif-
ferent places 
such as 
Northshore 
Country 
Day and 
Francis 
Parker. She 
has been 
teaching for 
a total of six 
years (high 
school and 
college). 

So far, her 

first year at ARGS has been going pretty well. “Ev-
eryone here has been friendly and I really enjoy 
the ARGS community,” says Mrs. Thistlethwaite. 
We are happy to have her here. 

Mrs. Thistlethwaite assists student Brandon Penn (Chester-
field). Photo by Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield).

From November 18th to the 26th, the ARGS Na-
tional Honor Society and World Language Clubs 
held a food drive to benefit CARES in Petersburg 
and the Central Virginia Food Bank. CARES is a 
local shelter for women and children in need, and 
the Central Virginia Food Bank provides food for 
needy Virginians who struggle to make ends meet 
every day. 

Erika Jaimes, a Senior from Chesterfield who has 
been a key figure in helping to organize this event 
said that the organizations “hope to be able to 
work together and help feed the hungry!”

The goal this year was to raise 800 cans of food. In 
order for this to have happened, each student in 
the school would have needed to bring in 3 cans. 
The organizations almost met this goal, collecting 
over six hundred cans. The donations were greatly 
appreciated by both the organizations and the 
Central Virginia food Bank.

Food Drive
By Lilith Blackwell (Richmond)

ARGS College Planning 
Night
By LaRita Lawrence (Surry)

On Tuesday, October 1, 2013, ARGS counsel-
ing department hosted a college planning night 
at 6:30 p.m. in the auditorium at no cost. This is 
the second year that the counseling department 
has put this event on. The workshop was open to 
any students who wanted help with the college 
process, such as the FAFSA, transcripts, five ways 
to pay for college, how to pick colleges that give 
the best financial aid, and student taxes and loans. 

Senior Melicia James (Petersburg) stated, “It was 
a very informative meeting.” Joe Rapp, who con-
ducted  the presentation, showed how costs may 
vary based on how much financial aid is received. 
Also, certain family factors can determine the 
amount a family must pay out of pocket were 
discussed. If you want to know more about the 
college process, you can visit guidance for more 
information.



On October 4th, the ARGS Visual Arts Students 
took a field trip to three Richmond Art Venues: 
The Visual Arts Center, the site of this year’s RVA 
Street Art Festival, and the Virginia Museum of Fine 
Arts.  For Visual Artists, it is important to see what is 
current in art, and these venues all had contemporary 
work for the students to view and sketch. 

At the Visual Arts Center, there was an exhibit of 
contemporary ceramics called “Out of Necessity 
(Contemporary Ceramic Interventions)”. The visit 
included a guided tour of the exhibit with the Direc-
tor of Exhibition Programming, Caroline Wright. 
Wright explained the processes the four featured ce-
ramic artists used to create the work and their artistic 
intentions.  This exhibit was particularly interesting 
because the work was not what is expected in ceram-
ics.  The exhibit not only included ceramic vessels, 
but also a large-scale wire and ceramic sculpture 
installation suspended from the ceiling. Ms. Whittier, 
the Visual Arts Department’s sculpture teacher,  gave 
a tour of the building explaining what kinds of classes 
VisArts offers to the public.
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On October 21st at 7 PM, the world famous 
Garth Newel Piano Quartet returned to ARGS 
to perform. The quartet consisted of Teresa Ling 
(violin), Evelyn Grau (viola), Brooks Whitehouse 
(cello), and Genevieve Lee (piano). They played 3 
pieces by themselves and one piece with accompa-
niment by our very own orchestra.

The Garth Newel Piano Quartet has performed 
worldwide in venues such as Carnegie Hall in 
New York and the Lyceum in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia. Based in Hot Springs, VA, the Garth Newel 
Piano Quartet aims to captivate their audience by 
expressing the feelings and emotions played by 
their instruments. Those who were in the audi-
ence during the performance got to experience 
firsthand exactly how beautiful and entertaining 
the quartet truly is.

ARGS should consider itself to be extremely lucky 
to have housed such an amazing and talented 
group of musicians to perform for their students, 
and we invite them to return to our school again 
in the future. 

Visual Arts Students See Contemporary Art in 
Richmond 
By Miles Barnett (Richmond)

The next stop was the old GRTC bus terminal where  
murals created for the RVA Street Art Festival in Sep-
tember were displayed. The murals were impressive, 
transforming the dilapidated buildings with color, 
shape, and line.  Ms. Whittier and a group of ARGS 
students had each created a mural on the tour as well.

The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts was the last stop 
on the Richmond art tour.  VMFA has art that spans 
from the ancient time of Egypt, Greece and Rome to 
Contemporary artists.  In small groups, the students 
toured the museum at their own pace, focusing on art 
of interest and sketching. VMFA has an impressive 
collection of local contemporary artists.  It is impor-
tant for students to see that accomplished artists are 
not always from NYC or abroad.

For Visual Artists, these kinds of experiences inform 
and expose them to ideas beyond their own. Seeing 
art from the present and what artists have done over 
the history of art creates a context for art making. 
This field trip provided the opportunity for the Visual 
Arts students to expand their knowledge of art.

Garth Newel performing, Photo by Jake Nunnally

Garth Newel Piano Quartet 
Comes to ARGS

By Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield)

Miles Barnett Attends A Pre-College Art Program 
By Ally Rivera (Petersburg)

This summer, Miles Barnett, a junior visual art 
major at ARGS, had the wonderful opportunity 
to attend a pre-college art program, called The 
Corcoran, in Washington DC. Miles visited the 
Corcoran Gallery in Washington DC and signed 
up to receive emails from The Corcoran. In one 
of the emails the pre-college program was men-
tioned, so Miles decided to look into it because 
he is interested in attending an art college after 

high school. In order to attend the program, 
Miles had to fill out an application, send in ten 
works of art in a digital portfolio, get a letter of 
recommendation from Ms. Whittier (who is a 
visual art teacher at ARGS), and write an essay 

about what he hoped to gain from the experi-
ence. Miles was accepted to attend the program 
and was even offered a half tuition merit scholar-
ship based on the work he sent in his portfolio.

The program was two weeks long, and the at-
tendees got to stay in the dorms at Georgetown 
University. Miles learned about portfolio devel-
opment, drawing from the figure, and armature 
building. He found everything he learned to 
be very helpful. Miles and the other program 
participants took classes at the campus near the 
White House, and their work was displayed at 
the Corcoran Gallery of Art.  

Miles said, “It was one of the best experiences 
I have ever had.” He encourages other kids 
interested in attending an art college to apply. 
In order to apply, one should visit the Corcoran 
College of Art’s website and click on the pre-
college program. The applications are available in 
late winter so keep an eye out if you’re interested! 
Here is a link to the Corcoran website: 
http://ce.corcoran.edu/precollege

Miles Barnett (front row, third from the left) and the other 
program participants. Photo supplied by Miles.

Congratulations to the ladies’ volleyball team 
for receiving the “Stay in the Game” award. The 
award is given to any team who doesn’t have any-
one ejected from a game in the season. The team 
will still receive the award even if a player leaves by 
her own choice. 

The award was given to the team at the last Ath-
letic Director’s meeting in Charlottesville by the 
Virginia High School League, the governing board 
for all Virginia high schools. “It is always great to 
get an award for the school. We were not the only 
school to get it,” says Coach Barefoot.

Stay in the Game Award
By D’Ivieyon Braxton-Hicks (amelia)

http://ce.corcoran.edu/precollege
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FREE 
KINDLE
FIRE HD!
Come buy a yearbook before Dec. 19th 
for a chance to win a free Kindle Fire 
HD. See Mrs. Matthews or Mr. Taylor to 
place your order


