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A R G S  R e C e i v e S  AWA R d 
F O R  A d v O C A C y
Over the past several months, the ARGS PTSA’s 
Advocacy Committee has been working diligently 
by teaming up with Maggie Walker to try to ad-
vocate for more funding to be distributed to both 
of the governor’s schools. The committees have 
finally begun to see the fruits of their labor as both 
ARGS and Maggie Walker Governor’s Schools will 
be awarded a National PTA Advocacy Award for 
their efforts.

The two schools have partnered together with one 
common goal: to bring more money in for the 
three full time Governor’s School Programs in our 
Commonwealth: Thomas Jefferson Governor’s 
School in Fairfax, Maggie Walker Governor’s 
School in Richmond, and ARGS in Petersburg. As 
it stands right now, all three of these schools only 
receive approximately 15% more than part-time 
Governor’s Schools in the state. With more money 
added to the budget, the Governor’s Schools will 
be able to strengthen and maintain more pro-
grams.

Proudly keeping the ARGS community in touch with the fantastic achievements of our students and staff. 
-Dr. James M. Victory

The Dragon’s Lair
April 2014

Both ARGS and Maggie Walker’s combined ef-
forts to visit many senators and delegates during a 
General Assembly session gathered some success— 
so much that an amendment to the Governor’s 
Budget was presented by co-patrons Delegate 
Greason and Senator Saslaw. The amendment was 
supported by many other senators and delegates 
from our areas. In visiting the General Assem-
bly session, much attention to the needs of our 
schools has been gained, and financial help may 
even be on the way soon.   

During the National PTA Legislation Conven-
tion, which was held on March 11-13, 2014, the 
PTSAs from ARGS and Maggie Walker received 
a National PTA Advocacy Award. ARGS PTSA 
Advocacy Committee Chairperson Sherrill Han-
kins and Laura O’Brien from Maggie Walker were 
presented the award on behalf of both schools.

ARGS Students during the World 
Language Fest

By Jake Nunnally (Chesterfield) & Ally Rivera (Petersburg)

ARGS’ French Club
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Denton Holder (Chesterfield), a 
senior instrumental music major 
here at ARGS, is a finalist to 
receive the National Merit Schol-
arship. The National Merit Schol-
arship program is designed to 
recognize the academic achieve-
ments of high school students 
who score high on the PSAT.  
When asked how he felt upon 
learning that he had qualified 
as a finalist, Denton said, “I felt 
pleased, but not overly ecstatic.  I 
felt confident going in so everything 

National Merit Scholar Finalist
By LaRita Lawrence (Surry)

Basketball Honors
By Melicia James (Petersburg)

ARGS girls and boys basketball players were re-
cently awarded Tri-Rivers District honors. Senior 
Ja’Kara White (Petersburg) was named to the First 
Team All District for the third year in a row and 
District Player of the Year for the second con-
secutive year. “I’m honored to have been chosen 
[as district POY] for the second year in a row. I 
would not have been able to get this without the 

help of my extraordinary teammates,” said White. 
Girls’ basketball coach Eric Brower was chosen as 
District Coach of the Year for the second consecu-
tive year also.

Jessica Presley and Aja Boyd, both of Petersburg, 
were chosen for the Second Team; Melicia James 
(Petersburg) was chosen as an Honorable Men-
tion. 

Boys’ basketball player Malek Leach (Petersburg) 
made the Conference 41 First Team and All-Aca-
demic Team. Alonzo Scott (Sussex) was named to 
the Second Team. 

The girls’ basketball team won the Conference 41 
championship against Surry High School on Feb-
ruary 24 with a score of 74-36. White was named 
Conference Player of the Year. White, James,  
Boyd, and Presley were named to the First Team. 
Ja’Kara White was named to the 1A East Region 
First Team, Boyd and Presley to the Second Team 
and James was an Honorable Mention. 

White, James, Presley and Lauren Wilson (Sussex) 
were all named to the All Academic Team for the 
Tri-Rivers District, Conference 41 and Region 1A 
East. The girls’ basketball coach also received the 
Coach of the Year award for the conference. White 
and Boyd were also named to the First Team 
All-State. Congrats to all of our Dragons on their 
success.

Ja’kara White (Petersburg) and her award
Photo by Melicia James

Model UN: The United Nations run by students
By Deidre Norman (Chesterfield)

create policy and write resolution papers once in 
committee,” Alex explains. Asal Najmi (Colonial 
Heights), who was co-president, also comments 
that there’s need to be committed to the cause, 
especially when “it became the second semester 
and our conference date of February 20th was 
coming up; we were having weekly meetings to 
discuss position-paper writing strategies and what 
to expect upon arrival.” 

With all this work, going to the conference and 
being close to winning the awards given on the 
final day, the whole experience was rewarding 
nonetheless. Asal has wanted to “work for the 
United Nations, so [she is] glad opportunities like 
the Model United Nations exist” and Alex found 
the experience to “really open [her] eyes to the 
countless problems the world faces, [and] realistic 
and universal answers to fix them.” 

So, are we getting closer to a teenage dream? Well, 
running the world takes a lot of work, but we 
know now that the students in Model UN would 
make perfect candidates. 

A world run by high schoolers, any teenager’s 
dream: and Model UN simulates just that. An an-
nual affair, Model UN allows students a chance to 
interact with foreign policies and topics that occur 
in actual conferences of the United Nations, from 
genocide to drones. In order to participate, of 
course, students must take on the roles of nation 
leaders to represent parts of the world. 

This year, ARGS’ Model UN, chaperoned by 
Dr. Joyner, a Social Science teacher at ARGS, 
represented Nicaragua, Denmark, and Somalia. 
Before the conference, which members traveled 
to as a field trip, took place February 20th, the 
Model UN club had to do lots of work. Consist-
ing of juniors and seniors, the club began work-
ing by “split[ting] up into partnerships that work 
together throughout the year and in the actual 
conference,” says Alex Valorose (Chesterfield) who 
was co-president of the club. But work did not 
stop there. 

Students then went through vigorous research-
ing to “accurately represent [their] countries, 

was okay.  I’m now weighing 
some Merit Scholarships from 
several universities prepared to 
offer me large amounts of money, 
but the schools that I really like 
are ones that don’t offer much  
money.” 

Out of the 15,000 finalists 
selected, only 8,000 will receive 
a National Merit Scholarship. 
We wish Denton the best of luck 
in this competition and future 

endeavours.
Denton Holder

Photo by Jake Nunnally
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The winner of Poetry Out Loud this year was 
Emily Green (Chesterfield) and the first runner 
up was Ashley James (Chesterfield).  Poetry Out 
Loud is a partnership of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, the Poetry Foundation, and the 
state and jurisdictional arts agencies of the United 
States. 

When asked what 
inspired her to sign up, 
Ashley replied, “I really 
love poetry; it’s my fa-
vorite genre of writing, 
and I love interpreting 
poems. So I thought it 
would be a good idea to 
interpret and embody 
a poem in front of 
people.” 

Emily found inspiration 
to try out from her father, 
who had competed in Poetry 
Out Loud when he was in 
high school. She also said, “I feel like it’s one of 
those things Lit Majors can do performing-wise, 
and even though a lot of theatre kids competed, 
it’s something that we have an edge in.”

Both Emily and Ashley said that their favorite 
part of Poetry Out Loud was getting to hear 
everyone interpret a poem and watching all of the 
performances.  As part of the competition, Emily, 
Ashley, and the other finalists had to recite two 
poems. 

“Never stop loving to learn, stay dedicated, and 
you will be amazing,” says Mr. Taylor, the new 
graphic design teacher at Appomattox. Mr.Taylor 
grew up in a very small town in Louisa, Virginia 
and says, “All I was surrounded by was cornfields.”  
Mr. Taylor attended Louisa County High School 
and graduated from VCU’s School of the Arts 
with a major in graphic design.  He is married to 
Natalie Diaz-Taylor and is the father of a two-year 
-old son named Anthony.    
   
Mr. Taylor has been in the print industry for ap-
proximately nine years and is enjoys it. Mr.Taylor 
came to ARGS because he wanted the opportunity 
to work with talented and intelligent students. 
Mr. Taylor had a great first month and hopes that 
the school year goes as well as the first month for 
his students and graphic design students.  

His favorite characteristic of the students at this 
school is their dedication and their creativity. 
“Their creativity is off the charts,” says Mr. Taylor. 
He is looking forward to a great year at ARGS and 
excited is to share his new ideas with his graphic 
design students.

ARGS alumni, Sam Pinkleton (Class of 2005), 
recently choreographed for the Broadway show, 
Machinal. The show was a revival of a play from 
1928 choreographed by Sophie Treadwell. The 
original piece was one of the greatest works from 
the 20th century and is rarely performed but 
frequently studied.

Sam only choreographed for the show; he did not 
perform. He began choreographing while he was 
at ARGS, being one of the first choreographers of 
show choir. Sam stopped performing shortly after 
college and only performs on rare occasions. He 
believes his performance peak was in “Good Luck, 
Charlie Brown” for ARGS.

The director of Machinal, Lyndsey Turner, saw a 
non-Broadway show Sam was running, and he 
was recommended to her. They then had a meet-
ing to discuss ideas for the show and to get to 
know each other. After the process he got the job. 

Sam Pinkleton Choreographs 
for Broadway
By D’Ivieyon Braxton-Hicks (Amelia)

Poetry Out Loud 
By Isabel Wilson (Chesterfield) 

Mr. Taylor’s Big 
Welcome to ARGS
By Kayla Jones (Chesterfield)

Mr. Taylor
Photo courtesy of Mr. Taylor

The Poetry Out Loud Finalists
Photo by Ms. Smith

Sam says the way he choreographs is influenced by 
directors just as much as he is influenced by chore-
ographers. His favorite choreographers are the late 
Pina Bausch, Sasha Waltz, William Forsythe, Tere 
O’Connor, Jerome Roberts, and Martha Graham. 
Sam also loves the works of Stephen Hoggett, the 
choreographer of Once and American Idiot. Classic 
theatre choreographers that influence Sam include 
Hermes Pan, Michael Bennet, and Ron Field.

Sam has been in New York for almost ten years 
and has been working hard since his arrival there. 
“Theatre is all about practice and hard work and 
developing and maintaining relationships - one 
thing always leads to another and I’m of firm 
belief that if you really dedicate yourself to some-
thing, good things come from it,” Sam says. 

We are proud to see Sam doing so well and we 
hope he continues to succeed with his dance 
career.

Ashley chose to recite “History Lesson” by Nata-
sha Trethewey because it dealt with segregation 
of African Americans and “the concept spoke to 
my heart.” “The End of Science Fiction” by Lisel 
Mueller “because I really liked all the references to 

Greek Mythology 
and the Bible.”  

Emily chose to 
recite “Crepuscule 
with Muriel” by 
Marilyn Hacker 
“because I really 
like spoken word 
poetry and it read 
to me like spoken 
word” and “Isla” 
by Virgil Suarez 
“because I really 
relate to ‘Isla’, and 

I really like narrative 
poetry that isn’t too nar-
rative.” 

Both Emily and Ashley have competed in Poetry 
Out Loud in past years and prepared for it by 
practicing and consulting with Ms. Giewont. We 
would like to extend congratulations to Emily 
Green for doing such a great job at regionals, 
although she didn’t advance. Both encourage 
everyone who would like to compete to try out. 
According to Emily, “It’s an experience that you 
won’t get unless you try it.” 

dO yOU HAve 
ANy ARGS NeWS?

email Ms. Giewont at 
ggiewont@args.us!


