
THE ASSIGNMENT/PROMPT/QUESTION: 

The MOP Rubric for Written Assignments 
 

A B C D F 

Mechanics (Usage/Grammar) 

 Complete sentences 

 Standard written English (no text speak) 
o No errors with their/there/they’re; 

to/too/two; your/ you’re; it’s/its 
o Capitalization, punctuation, spelling 

 Standard word-processed heading: Student name, 
teacher name, class, date, project title (optional) 

 Double-spaced, one inch margins, default font 

 Overwhelming evidence of editing and proofing 

Writer makes very 
few errors that 
distract the reader 
from the content. 

Writer makes 
few errors that 
distract the 
reader from the 
content. 

Writer makes 
several 
errors that 
distract the 
reader from 
the content. 

Writer 
makes 
many errors 
that distract 
the reader 
from the 
content. 

Writer makes 
numerous 
errors that 
distract the 
reader from the 
content. 

Organization 

 Organizational format is evident 
o Chronological 
o Spatial 
o Most to least important 
o Intro – Body - Conclusion 
o First—furthermore—finally  

 Sentences and paragraphs are clear and sincere; 
no wandering 

Details are placed 
in a logical order 
and the way they 
are presented 
effectively keeps 
the interest of the 
reader. 

Details are 
placed in a 
logical order but 
the way they 
are presented 
sometimes 
makes the 
writing less 
interesting. 

Some details 
are not in 
logical or 
expected 
order, and 
this distracts 
the reader. 

Many details 
are not in a 
logical or 
expected 
order.   

There is little 
sense that the 
writing is 
organized. 

Purpose (Content/Ideas) 

 Completes the assignment 

 Demonstrates an understanding of the specified 
concepts 

 Includes subject specific vocabulary 

 Each sentence serves the assignment’s purpose—
no fluff 

 Supporting facts are reported accurately 
 

There is one 
clear, well-
focused topic.  
Main idea stands 
out and is 
supported by 
relevant detailed 
information. 

Main idea is 
clear, but the 
supporting 
information is 
general. 

Main idea is 
somewhat 
clear but 
there is a 
need for more 
supporting 
information. 

Supporting 
details and 
information 
are typically 
unclear or 
not related 
to the topic. 

The main idea is 
not clear.  There 
is a seemingly 
random 
collection of 
information. 

Comments: 


