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WebQuest 
We are influenced by not only those around us but also by historical, social, political, and ideological forces.  As such, to better understand any text, it is a good idea to get a sense 
of what helped to create it.  For this assignment, you research the four topics given.  As you research fill in this organizer answering the questions and prompts given in the left-hand 
column.  Use the links under my English 3 e-Chalk folder called Unit 4 WebQuest: Cultural Studies. 
 

 Authorial Context   Historical Context 

What is it?  Describe 
what information you 
read on the topics.   

- Tell about the author  
- Give details about the story  
-----characters 
-----plot 
-----symbolism 

Golding, the author, wrote Lord of the Flies after WWII.  He abhorred the 
atrocities he witnessed.  Describe, examine, and explain those atrocities.  
Describe the following 
- Rape of Nanking 
- Guernica 
- Bataan Death March 

How do you think the 
events or information 
you read about 
influenced the story 
Lord of the Flies?   
 
What does your 
research suggest about 
the nature of good and 
evil? 

  

What message can you 
glean about how 
humans react to radical 
change? 

  

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


NAME _______________________ 

Produced by R. M. Foreman 

WebQuest 
 Philosophical Context Psychological Context 

What is it?  Describe 
what information you 
read on the topics.   

There are two basic schools of thought about the inherent nature of man; 
Hobbes and Rousseau are two major philosophers who disagree on the 
topic.  Explain each philosophy. 
 

Psychologists try to understand human nature and have conducted studies 
about the nature of good and evil within humanity.  Describe each  
- Milgram Study 
- Stanford Prison Study 
- Maslow’s hierarchy of needs 

What does your 
research suggest about 
the nature of good and 
evil? 

  

What message can you 
glean about how 
humans react to radical 
change? 
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