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Beowulf 
Parts I-V 
 

Part I, 5 

1.  List Hrothgar’s lineage. 

2. What is Heorot? 

3. Using lines from the text, explain who Grendel is. 

4. Why does Grendel hate Heorot? 

Part II, 7 

5.  What does Grendel do to Heorot? 

6. Using a line from the text, how long does this revenge last? 

 

Part III, 9 

7.  Describe the chieftain who comes to help Hrothgar. 

8. Describe this chieftain’s ship. 

9. How many men does he take with him? 

10. What does the Danes’ coastguard ask the seafarers? 

 

Part IV, 11 

According to the Danes’ coastguard what must “A shrewd shield-warrior” use to judge the meaning of?   

11.  

12.  

 

Part V, 13 

13.  Describe the hall the chieftain and his men were taken to. 

14. Who is the chieftain that comes to Heorot? 

15. Who is Wulfgar the Wendel? 
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Part VI, p. 15 

16.  How does Hrothgar know Beowulf? 

17. How strong is Beowulf?   

List three examples Beowulf gives of his strength. 

18.   

19.  

20.  

What two items will Beowulf scorn in this battle? 

21.  

22.  

23.   Using lines from the text, what does Grendel do to his enemies? 

Part VII, 18 

24. What debt does Beowulf’s father, Ecgtheow (and thus Beowulf) owe Hrothgar?  In other words, what 

did Hrothgar once do for Ecgtheow? 

25. Using lines from the text, describe Heorot a morning after one of Grendel’s attacks. 

Part X, 24 

26.  Who is the prince of the Geats? 

27. Using lines from the text, what did Beowulf do to prepare for battle? 

28. Why did Beowulf forego a sword to fight Grendel? 

29. Using passages from the text, describe how the other Geats feel about the upcoming battle with Grendel. 

30. As the men lay down to sleep for the night, who stayed awake?   
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Part XI, 26 

31.  Who came from the moors thick with mist? 

32. What happened when this creature touched the doors to Heorot? 

33. Use passages to describe Grendel. 

a.  

b.  

c.  

34.  What made Grendel’s spirit exalt? 

35. Using clues from the text, define “exalt”.   

36. How did Beowulf study Grendel’s fighting technique? 

37. Describe the battle between Grendel and Beowulf using THREE passages from the text. 

38. Beowulf won the battle using what? _________________________________________ 

Part XII, 28 

39.  Explain this line: “This protector of warriors did not at all wish to let loose the death-bringer while still 

alive, nor did he count Grendel’s life-days of value to anyone at all” (ln 791-794, p 28)? 

40. Why couldn’t Beowulf’s brave-minded warriors slay Grendel with their swords? 

41. Using passages from the text, describe how Beowulf slew Grendel. 

42. What was the “true trophy” that Beowulf set down before Hrothgar and his hall?   

Part XIV, 32 

43.  What does Hrothgar say to Beowulf in thanks? 

44. What reason does Beowulf give for Grendel’s body slipping away from his death-torment? 

45. What does Beowulf assure Hrothgar? 
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46. Using passages from the text, describe Grendel’s hand. 

 

Part XV, 34 

47.  Why was the Heorot decorated? 

48. List the rewards Hrothgar gave Beowulf and describe them using passages from the text 

a.  

b.  

c.  

d.  

Part XIX, p. 43 

49.  Using your “Beowulf: Language and Poetics” notes, explain the variation used in lines 1260-1276.   

50. Who has come to Heorot?  ______________________________________________________ 

51. What did she do to the sleeping men of Heorot? 

52. What two items does Grendel’s mother take from Heorot?  Aeschere and grendel’s arm.   

a.  

b.  

Part XX, 45 

53. Why is Hrothgar so upset? 

54. Using lines from the text, describe where Grendel lived. 

a.  

b.  

c.  
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55. What does Hrothgar ask of Beowulf? 

 

Part XXI, 47 

56.  What does Beowulf promise Hrothgar? 

57. How did the Danes and Geats find where Grendel and his mother lived? 

58. Where do the “Grendels” live?  Describe it using passages from the text. 

59. What did Grendel’s mother use to “decorate” the outside of her home? ____________________ 

60. What did the thanes see in the mere? 

61. How did Beowulf prepare for battle?  What is strange about this preparation? (HINT: Where is he about 

to go?) 

62. What did Unferth give Beowulf? 

63. What did this indicate about Unferth? 

Part XXII, p. 50 

64.  Name two acts Beowulf asked of Hrothgar in case Beowulf should perish. 

a.  

b.  

65. Why couldn’t the sea-wolf kill Beowulf? 

66. What did Beowulf find at the bottom of the mere? 

67. What happened to Hrunting? 
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68. Describe the battle between Beowulf and Grendel’s mother using lines from the text. 

a. “He repaid her fierce attack with his battle-blade, not holding back his stroke, so the rind-

adorned sword sang out on her head a war-song greedy for blood” (ln 1519-1522). 

b.  

c.  

d.  

e.  

Part XXIII, p. 52 

69.  Why was the sword Beowulf spied so unique? 

70. How did Beowulf kill Grendel’s mother? 

71. After slaying Grendel’s mother, what did Beowulf look for? 

72. What did Beowulf do to Grendel’s corpse? 

73. Why did Hrothgar not wait for Beowulf and leave the mere? 

74. Who stayed? 

75. What happened to the mere-sword? 

76. What TWO treasures did Beowulf bring back with him? 

a.  

b.  

77. How many did it take to hold onto Grendel’s head? 

78. Where did the Geats take this prize? 

Part XXIV, p. 55 

79.  Describe the variation used in lines 1651-1670. 
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What two items did Beowulf give Hrothgar? 

80.  

81.  

82. What was the tale of origin written on the hilt of the sword? 

83. Hrothgar tells the tale of Heremod.  Explain why he does so. 

 

Using the tale of Heremod, name THREE behaviors a good king should strive to do. 

84.  

85.  

86.  
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Beowulf Continued 

Beowulf  v. The Dragon 

Part XXXI, p. 71 

Beowulf returns home; list what he brings his King Hygelac. 

87.  

88.  

89.  

90.  

91. How did the son of Ecgtheow show himself to be brave and good king? 

92.  Why did many Geatish warriors consider him worthless for many years? 

What did Hygelac award Beowulf for his battle bravery? 

93.  

94.  

95.  

96. How did Beowulf become ruler of the Geats? 

97. How long was Beowulf leader of the Geats?  How old does that make him (approximately)? 

98. What slept beneath a burial mound?   

99. What did one man find a path to?   

100. What did that man steal? 
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Part XXXII, p. 74 

101.  Describe what prompted the man to break into the dragon’s mound. 

102. Using passages from the text (which means word for word write down the lines), describe 

the dragon’s treasure. 

103. How long has the dragon been around? 

104. What did the thief do with this cup? 

105. Who is the hoard guard? 

106. When the dragon could not find the man, what did it want? 

Part XXXIII, p. 77 

107.  Using passages from the text, describe how the dragon waged war against the Geats. 

108. When Beowulf is told about the dragon, what does he wonder? 

109. Beowulf decides to fight the dragon.  What does he have made for him and why? 

110. Why was Beowulf considered a “good king” (line 2390)? 

Part XXXIV, p. 79 

111.  As Beowulf goes to fight the dragon, how many thanes does he take with him?_______ 

112. What is the significance of this number?  (Hint: What other prominent figure had that many 

followers?) 

113. Compare Beowulf’s attitude fighting Grendel to that of the dragon.  Using passages from the 

text, explain the difference. 

114. Read Beowulf’s speech. Describe the tone and what it will foreshadow. 
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115. What happened when Beowulf was seven?  

116. How did Hygelac treat Beowulf? 

Part XXXV, p. 82 

117.  How did Hygelac become king due to the Swedes? 

118. What is Beowulf’s purpose in describing how he killed Daeghrefn in hand-to-hand combat? 

119. Why does Beowulf use a sword against the dragon? 

120. What does he tell his thanes to do? 

Using passages from the text, describe the battle. 

121.  

122.  

123.  

124. What happened to Beowulf’s sword during battle? 

125. What did Beowulf’s thanes do when they saw Beowulf pinned by the dragon? 

Part XXXVI, p. 86 

126. What did Wiglaf do when he saw his lord suffer? 

127. What is the purpose of the description in lines 2608-2625 (Hint: it has to do with Viking 

culture)? 

128. Using lines from the text, describe the point of Wiglaf’s speech to the other thanes. 

129. Using lines from the text, how does Wiglaf encourage Beowulf in his time of need? 
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Using lines from the text, describe the battle with the dragon.  The first one is done for you.   

130.  “…the huge serpent came raging, the death-dealing terror striking forth once again…” (lines 

2669-2670). 

131. ______________________________________  

132. ______________________________________  

133. ______________________________________  

134. ______________________________________  

135. ______________________________________  

136. What is the reason the story gives for why all Beowulf’s swords break? 

Part XXXVII, 89 

137.  Using lines from the text, describe how the dragon was defeated. 

138. After the dragon is slain, Beowulf sits down. What does Wiglaf do for Beowulf? 

139. What does Beowulf realize? 

140. How long has Beowulf been king? 

List three reasons Beowulf believes himself to be a good king. 

141. ______________________________________  

142. ______________________________________  

143. ______________________________________  

144. Before he dies, what does Beowulf ask of Wiglaf? 
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Part XXXVIII, p. 91 

 Wiglaf goes into the barrow and sees all the treasure. Using lines from the text, describe what types of 

treasure he sees. 

145.  

146.  

147.  

148.  

149. Upon his return, how does Wiglaf find his king? 

150. In Beowulf’s last speech, explain why he wishes to give thanks (line 2794). 

Beowulf gives Wiglaf instructions for his funeral.  What does Beowulf want him to do? Give three details. 

151. _______________________________________ 

152. _______________________________________ 

153. _______________________________________ 

154. Before he dies, Beowulf “removed from his neck a golden circlet, and gave it to his loyal 

thane….also his gold-gleaming helmet, ring and coat of mail, commanding him to use them well…” 

(2810-2812).  What does this signify? 

Part XXXIX, p. 93 

155.  Who comes to the barrow after the fighting? 

156. Describe their approach using passages from the text. 

157. What does Wiglaf tell the arrivals? 
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158. What does Wiglaf do to the cowardly thanes? 

Part XL, p. 95 

Using passages from the text, to explain what Wiglaf fears now that Beowulf is dead.  List these threats. 

159. __________________________________ 

160. __________________________________ 

161. __________________________________ 

Part XLII, p. 101 

162.  What reason does the story give to explain why anyone never took gold from the dragon before 

Beowulf? 

163. What does Wiglaf say that he will do with the treasure? 

164. In what way should the people honor Beowulf according to Wiglaf? 

165. Using passages from the text, describe what happens to the dragon. 

Part XLIII, p. 103 

166.  Describe the funeral pyre.  

167. Why did the “old woman, her hair loose and waving” sing her sorrow in a song of lament (lines 

3150-3151)? 

168. How many chieftains came for Beowulf’s funeral?  What is the significance of this number? 

169. How is Beowulf described in the last lines of the poem?   

170. Evaluate this description – how true is it?  Use examples from the story to support your answer.   


