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ACT III 
(The Climax) 
Act III, i. When Hamlet asks, “To be, or not to be,” 
what is he asking himself? Rephrase that 
question in modern terms. 
 
 
Why does Hamlet pause and not kill Claudius in 
the chapel, even though Hamlet is armed, 
Claudius is alone, and the opportunity is perfect? 
Why is it ironic that Hamlet does not kill King 
Claudius at that point in the play? 
 
 
III.ii.  Describe how Hamlet treats Ophelia during 
his conversation at the theatre watching the play. 
 
 
 
When the Player-Queen on stage cries out, “Oh, 
confound the rest!/Such love must needs be 
treason in my breast./In second husband let me 
accurst!/None wed the second, but who killed 
the first,” her words reflect on one of the 
members of the audience. Which character 
should feel uncomfortable hearing these lines? 
(Hint: It’s not Claudius) 
 
 
 
When Gertrude critiques the play, she analyzes 
the Player-Queen’s acting performance, and she 
concludes, “Methinks the lady doth protest too 
much.” What is the irony in Gertrude’s 
assessment? 
 
 
 
What does Claudius do when the actor portraying 
Gonzago pours the fluid into the player-king’s 
ear? 
 
 
 
 
What does Hamlet mean when he says he shall 
“speak daggers to her” instead? 
 
 
 

III.iv. Why does Hamlet stab through the curtains 
or arras in Gertrude’s room? 
 
 
 
 How does Polonius end up getting killed?  What 
is ironic about Hamlet’s statement just before the 
blow that strikes down Polonius? 
 
What or who stops Hamlet from doing violence 
to Gertrude when he forgets his father’s 
commandment? 
 
 
 
 
What evidence do you see in the text that 
Gertrude does not know how King Hamlet met 
his death?  Is there any textual evidence she was 
“in” on the murder of the elder King Hamlet? 
 
 
 
 

To Be or Not to Be 
 

The Content of the soliloquy 
 
Hamlet’s thoughts are presented in a 
naturalistic sequence – he allows his disgust to 
flow freely and one thing leads to another but 
the outline of his mediation is as follows: 
 

 A wish for death as an escape from a 
corrupt world 

 A comparison of Hamlet and Claudius, 
leading to 

 A condemnation of Gertrude’s 
behavior 

 



 


