
NAME _____________ 

ACT II 
(The Rising Action) 

Why does Polonius send Reynaldo to Paris? 
 
What does this mission reveal about Polonius’ 
family relationships? 
 
What ploy does Hamlet use to misdirect others 
from any unusual behavior he might evince 
during his plot to kill the king? 
 
 
What off-stage action does Polonius reveal 
concerning Hamlet’s behavior in Act II, Scene ii? 
 
 
Why does Hamlet want to show Uncle Claudius 
the particular play he selects for the actors? 
 
 
Who does Claudius send to spy on Prince Hamlet 
and monitor his insanity? 
 
 
What does Hamlet (correctly) suspect about 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern’s arrival? 
 
 
Why does Hamlet say that Denmark is a prison? 
 
 
What does Hamlet mean when he says he is “but 
mad north-northwest?” 
 
 
Why is Hamlet so disturbed by watching the 
actors weep on stage as they play Queen Hecuba 
and King Priam? 
 
 
What plan or test does Hamlet come up with for 
seeing if his Uncle is guilty? 
 
 
 
 

Literary Devices 
 
Allusion: A reference to a well-known person, 
place, event, literary work, or work of art. Writers 
often make allusions to tales from the Bible, 
classical Greek and Roman mythology, 
Shakespearean plays, historical or political 
events, and other materials with which they 
would expect their readers to be familiar. 
 
Conceit: A far-fetched simile or metaphor, a 
literary conceit occurs when the speaker 
compares two highly dissimilar things. 
 
Metaphor: comparison of two unlike things using 
the verb “to be” and not using like or as in a 
simile. His voice is thunder. 
 

Literary Elements 
 
Archetypes: A pattern or model that serves as 
the basis for different, but related, versions of a 
character, plot, or a theme. In literature, certain 
characters, images, plots, and themes keep 
recurring.  
 

Real life Example: 
 
Frame within a frame: a story within a story. 
 

Real life Example: 
 
Tragic hero: may be a victim of outside forces, 
but usually the character’s downfall is at least 
partly caused by a character flaw or error in 
judgement which is called his or her tragic flaw. 
 

Real life Example: 
 
Soliloquy: one speaks to oneself. In drama, 
soliloquy is the convention whereby characters 
speak their thoughts aloud while alone, thus 
communicating to the audience their mental 
state, intentions, and motives (as Hamlet’s 
famous “To be or not to be” soliloquy). 

Real life Example: 



 

 


