
Sample Response to “The Most Racist Thing That Ever Happened to Me”: 

Write an essay in which you explain how Touré builds an argument to persuade his 

audience that racism exists in modern America. In your essay, analyze how Toure uses 

one or more of the features listed in the box above (or features of your own choice) to 

strengthen the logic and persuasiveness of his argument. Be sure that your analysis 

focuses on the most relevant features of the passage. 

Your essay should not explain whether you agree with Touré’s claims, but rather explain 

how Toure builds an argument to persuade his audience. 

 

     Racism has long been in an issue in the United States of America.  

Perhaps, due in part to the fact that our nation’s wealth is built upon 

the backs of slaves. Though the Constitution has evolved to include 

others in the concept of we the people, prejudice, racism, and 

intolerance still rear their ugly heads from sea to shining sea. Toure’s 

argues in his essay, “The Most Racist Thing That Ever Happened to Me,” 

that racism exists in modern America.  He effectively illustrates 

institutionalized racism in the 21st Century through specific examples, 

the words of esteemed individuals, and careful word choice.    

     Toure emphasizes racism in America through contemporary 

examples.  He purposely uses names that immediately resonate with 

the audience.  He starts his essay by noting that in Alpine, New Jersey 

there are “only four black homeowners in town.” The four black 

homeowners he notes are Chris Rock, Mary J. Blige, Patrick Ewing, and 

Eddie Murphy.  His then proceeds to share Chris Rock’s joke about his 

white dentist neighbor: “He ain’t going to the dental hall of fame.  He’s 

just a yank-your-tooth-out dentist.” The example effectively illustrates 

the barriers in America for a black man.  Yes, one can be black and live 

in a nice house, but the journey is much easier if one is white: “The 

black man gotta fly to get to somethin’ the white man can walk to.” 



     The words of academics are often given more credence then others 

in society.  Toure interviewed 105 people for his book.  Yet, he 

selectively notes respected academics to prove his argument in his 

short three page essay. The academics Toure quotes all relay personal 

examples of racism.  Henry Louis Gates Jr. notes a childhood experience 

where the white doctor diagnosed his knee injury as “psychosomatic.” 

The most riveting interview is Duke Professor Wahneema Lubiano. In 

high school, Lubiano’s guidance counselor “suggested she go to 

secretarial school” though she was a semifinalist on the National Merit 

Scholar’s test.  One wonders how many due to the color of their skin 

are discouraged from being all that they can be. 

     Toure’s word choice is concise and clear.  Yet, it is in no way 

simplistic.  He personifies racism: “Modern racism is a much more 

subtle, nuanced, slippery beast than its father or grandfather were.” 

Toure’s literary device of personification is effective, but his word 

choice of “subtle, nuanced, slippery” captures the evasive definition of 

racism.  It is impossible to define, it changes so that it can continue to 

exist in society; it is a “beast.”  

     The essay by Toure successfully argues through examples, 

interviews, and word choice the existence of racism in the 21st century. 

America’s racism is not as visible as it was in the sixties.  It is now 

against the law to have segregated water fountains, libraries, pools, 

and restaurants.  Yet, racism still exists.  It exists in the stories of those 

who have suffered and endured despite it.  Toure awakens his audience 

to modern day racism through the power of story.  For their 

contemporary stories are part of the fabric that creates the tapestry of 

the United States of America.  


