
The word crucible means “a container for melting or purifying metals” and “a severe test.” Which 

character do you think faces the greatest challenge in the play and becomes the purest form of what 

he/she truly is?  Do you think John Proctor is the character who is put to the greatest crucible to become 

the good man that Elizabeth claims he is, or do you think Abby is reduced to her true form after her 

test? 

Sample 

   

 

In 1953, Arthur Miller wrote the play The Crucible in response to the McCarthy hearings.  It is never safe 

to directly attack tyrants, but the power of allegory knows no bounds.  The Crucible is an allegorical 

representation of the McCarthy hearings and mirrors the abuse of power by Joe McCarthy.  The 

characters in the play face many challenges and tests.  Giles is a character who faces severe tests; he is 

forced to question his belief in the power of words and the justice of the court.  Giles, by the end of the 

play, metaphorically transforms to his purest self. 

 

Giles, a man who depends on words, learns the power of silence.  Giles is constantly taking his neighbors 

to court. In fact, he was “six time in court this year;” suing friends and neighbors (31). He sues his friend, 

John Proctor, and collects “four pound damages” from him (31).  Yet, he quickly learns that his words 

can be twisted to bring harm to those he loves. Giles careless comment about his wife results in her 

incarceration and eventually her death by hanging.  When Danforth asks Giles for another’s name, he 

refuses.  Giles acknowledges his error in ever mentioning his wife’s name and remains “mute” before 

Danforth (97).  His action results in his arrest for contempt of court. 

 

Initially, Giles is a firm believer in the Court’s system of justice; he learns justice is not always present in 

man-made institutions, but only guaranteed in the afterlife.   ……….. 

 

 

Finally – Will need a concluding paragraph….. 


