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Write a Précis

Using LATEX, create a one-page précis of chapters 7 and 11 in Zobel’s Writing for Computer Science.
This assignment is similar to assignment 16 where you wrote a précis of chapters 2 and 6.

As you learn more about both (i) how computer scientists format and analyze algorithms in a
research paper and (ii) conduct and report on experiments, you should write in a formal scholarly
style. Review what you have learned in your First-Year/Sophomore courses and other courses about
formal writing — craft simple and objective sentences and pay close attention to organization,
grammar, spelling, and style. You do not need to provide citations, footnotes, or a bibliography.

While completing this assignment, you should collaborate with other students in the course,
ensuring that you operate like you would in a research group. Overall, please follow this advice:

You may (and, in fact, you are encouraged to) discuss the chapters among yourselves
and try to identify the most crucial points.

You may (and, in fact, you are encouraged to) share drafts of this and future writing
assignments with one another for review and constructive criticism.

Of course, it is possible to adhere to these guidelines and still produce a document that is
your own. While the spirit of the Honor Code must still predominate, you should now possess the
maturity to be able to distinguish when you are “growing your ideas” in the fertile soil of shared
discussion and criticism and when you are “taking somebody else’s work and presenting it as your
own”. Please review the syllabus and see the instructor if you have questions about this policy.
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