
 

Language A/ English Language Arts 

MYP Level 3/ Grade 8 
 

I. Course Summary  
 

This course will expose students to a wide variety of literature, written and oral skills and styles. Students 

will learn to write in different forms. Emphasis will be placed on personal narrative, literary analysis, 

persuasive writing, and research. Grammar and usage will be addressed in daily mini-lessons. Oral 

expression will be addressed throughout the year.  

Various genres of literature provide a springboard for students to connect language arts to other subjects 

providing for a holistic learning experience. Guiding questions, debates, and curricular units all foster a high 

degree of critical thinking and promote intercultural awareness. A variety of teaching methods including 

individual research assignments, cooperative learning, group discussion, presentations, readings and 

worksheets will be employed throughout the year to promote communication.  

 

The study of language arts is a natural laboratory for developing students' identity and habits of mind that 

support the IB learner profile. Throughout the year, we will learn using real world problems, document 

analysis, debates, journals and cooperative learning to help students become inquirers, knowledgeable, 

thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded, risk takers, balanced, caring, and reflective. 

 

 

II. Units of Study  

 

Eight units of study will make up the course of MYP Year 3 Language A. All units are grounded in 

California state standards and MYP Language A aims. 

 

Unit Title Unit Question Area of Interaction 

Fitting In How do I fit in? 
Health and Social 

Education 

Confronting Conflict 
How do I confront 

conflict? 

Health and Social 

Education 

The World Around Us 
How does my 

environment affect me? 
Environments 

Making Change How do I make change? Community and Service 

Words Have Meaning 
How do words create 

meaning? 
Human Ingenuity 

Poetry and its Purpose What is my purpose? Community and Service 

The Person Behind the 

Text 

How does who I am effect 

what I write? 

Health and Social 

Education 

Opening Doors through 

Language 

How does language 

impact my future? 

Health and Social 

Education 
 



 

State Standards 
1.Students use their knowledge of word origins and 

word relationships, as well as historical and literary 

context clues, to determine the meaning of 

specialized vocabulary and to understand the precise 

meaning of grade-level-appropriate words. 

2.Students read and understand grade-level-

appropriate material. 

3.Students read and respond to historically or 

culturally significant works of literature that reflect 

and enhance their studies of history and social 

science. 

4.Students write clear, coherent, and focused essays. 

5.Students write narrative, expository, persuasive, 

and descriptive essays of at least 500 to 700 words in 

each genre. 

6.Students write and speak with a command of 

standard English conventions appropriate to this 

grade level. 

7.Students deliver focused, coherent presentations 

that convey ideas clearly and relate to the background 

and interests of the audience. 

8.Students deliver well-organized formal 

presentations employing traditional rhetorical 

strategies (e.g., narration, exposition, persuasion, 

description).  

MYP Language A Aims 
The aims of the teaching and study of language A are 

to encourage and enable the student to: 

1. use the language as a vehicle for thought, 

creativity, reflection, learning and self expression. 

2. use language as a tool for personal growth, social 

interaction and for developing relationships within 

the international community. 

3. comprehend more clearly aspects of their own 

culture and those of other cultures by exploring the 

interdependence of human beings through an variety 

of works. 

4. explore the many facets of the language through 

the use of media and information technology. 

5. develop the skills involved in speaking, listening, 

reading, writing and viewing in a variety of contexts. 

6. respond appropriately to a variety of texts. 

7. read widely to promote a lifelong interest in 

language and literature. 

8. develop a critical and creative approach to 

studying and analyzing literature. 

9. develop language skills through interdisciplinary 

work. 

10. consider the role of literature both culturally and 

historically. 

11. reflect on the learning process in various ways 

and at various stages. 

12. empathize with real people and fictional 

characters as and when appropriate. 

 

III. Areas of Interaction 

 

Throughout our study we will use the areas of interaction to build connections between students' knowledge 

and experience, and to place the curriculum in the context of the real world. For example, students will 

develop approaches to learning that will help them organize themselves and communicate throughout the 

course. We will consider how we are affected by our environments when exploring the setting of a story; we 

will explore health and social education in relation to how we confront conflicts in our own lives; we will 

discuss the consequences of human ingenuity and how words create meaning; and we will investigate the 

role of community and service when learning about different types of poetry and how their structure's serve 

their purpose.  

 

 

IV. Texts 

 

Holt Literature Language Arts: Second Course 

Giggles in the Middle by Jane Bell Kiester 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

Glory Field by Walter Dean Myers 

Three Wishes by Deborah Ellis 

The House of Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 

 



V. Methodology 

 

In the MYP, teachers work together to develop a variety of methodologies, focusing on approaches to 

learning, especially critical thinking and reflection. Individual and collaborative active learning strategies are 

at the heart of classroom instruction. Real world connections and opportunities to investigate and solve 

problems will help students become world citizens who understand contemporary issues with a depth and 

wisdom drawn from the experience of the past.  

 

 

VI. Methods of assessment  
 

There are two types of assessments represented in IB Language A: summative and formative. 

 Summative assessments include each unit's final essay and presentation.  

 Formative assessments include a variety of daily in class activities and homework.  Such activities 

consist of quick writes, journal writes, warm-ups, graphic organizers, vocabulary comprehension, 

quizzes, spelling test, quarterly assessments, story comprehension tests, essays, presentations, reading 

documentation, and projects.       

IB Language A Criteria  
   

A  Content  

B  Organization  

C  
Style and Language Usage 

 

 

VII. Grading Policy 

 

Assignments will be assessed using one or more of the following criteria:    

Criterion A  Content    

Criterion B  Organization  

Criterion C  Style and Language Usage  

 


