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I.  Course Summary: 

This course will have students know and understand the elements of art (line, shape, form, color, value, texture 

and space) as a basis for the creation and evaluation of art. We will examine how artists have applied the 

elements of art in various cultures and time periods.   We will explore what art is, how it is created, and what 

makes an artist, as well as how we evaluate art and what the value of reflection is in the creation of art.  In 

learning about the elements of art, the students will be exposed to different mediums and techniques in order 

to understand how human ingenuity has changed processes, tools and focus throughout art history. 

 

At Albert Einstein we support the fundamental concepts of the IB MYP, our studies will be:  
Holistic- We will support students in their understanding that all knowledge is interrelated. Einstein students 
will be encouraged to connect their learning to other disciplines while creating links between the core subject, 
themselves and the world.  
Intercultural- We will examine a variety of viewpoints and consider alternative perspectives that frame issues 
in order to foster global awareness and an understanding of our interconnectedness.  
Focused on Communication- Communication is fundamental to the learning at AEA, both verbal and 
nonverbal.  We will expand our competencies in critical reading, speaking, and writing. Through both reflection 
and expression students understanding will be supported. 
The aim of the IB program is to develop internationally minded people who help create a more peaceful world.  
Throughout this course students will work toward developing the qualities of the IB Learner Profile through 
the course curriculum.  

IB Learners strive to be: 
Inquirers        Knowledgeable        Thinkers        Communicators 

Principled        Open-minded            Caring        Risk-takers        Balanced        Reflective 
 

II. Unit of Study/ Areas of interaction: 
Throughout the course, teaching and learning will be organized through the context of the MYP area of 
interaction named Human Ingenuity. Learning in this context will allow students to explore in multiple ways the 
processes and products of human creativity, thus learning to appreciate and develop in them the human 
capacity to influence, transform, enjoy and improve the quality of life.  This area also emphasizes both the 
importance of researching the developments made by people across place, time and cultures, and the 
importance of taking time to reflect on these developments. By the end of this course, students will be able to 
demonstrate the skills for processing and developing their own concepts and visual responses.  They will know 
how to use their developmental workbooks to document the various steps of the design cycle, and be able to 
demonstrate the ability to examine, discuss, and reflect upon their own creative processes.   
 
Unit Title:  Creating Creativity  
Number of weeks:  19 weeks 
Significant Concept:  The world is a work of outstanding creativity. 
Unit Question:  How can I be creative? 
 
III. MYP aims:   

o Understand how the arts play a role in developing and expressing personal and cultural 
identities. (3.0) 

o Develop receptiveness to art forms across time, place and culture (3.0) 
o Become informed and reflective practitioners of the arts (2.0) 
o Experience the process of making art in a variety of situations (2.0) 
o Explore, express and communicate their thoughts and ideas through art (2.0) 



o Become more effective learners, inquirers and thinkers (1.0) 
o Develop self-confidence and self-awareness through art experiences (4.0) 
o Appreciate lifelong learning in and enjoyment of the arts (5.0) 

MYP objectives:    
o Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the terminology, concepts and processes of the 

art forms studied (1.0) 
o Develop and apply technical skills in creating artwork (2.0) 
o Reflect, appreciate, and evaluate their work and the work of others (3.0),(4.0) 
o Show commitment in developing their own artistic process (5.0)  

California State Standards: 
1.0 Artistic Perception 
2.0 Creative Expression 
3.0 Historical and Cultural Context 
4.0 Aesthetic Valuing 
5.0 Connections, Relationships, Applications 
 

IV. Texts and resources 
30,000 Years of Art: The Story of Human Creativity Across Time and Space, Phaidon Press 

Art Talk by Rosalind Ragans, Portfolios by Robyn Montana Turner, Scholastic Art Magazine, and collected 
images by instructor 
 
V. Methodology   
Independent study, development and creation of art projects, reflection and evaluation of artwork will allow 
students to participate in the design cycle.  The class will focus on direct instruction, live demonstrations, 
hands on studio activities, discussions and critiques, written reflections, as well as an inquiry and investigation 
into how the elements are used effectively by artists throughout history and how the student can apply the 
elements in the creation of their own work. 
 
VI. Methods of assessment including the use of MYP criteria   
A variety of assessment methods will be used throughout the course including: Observations and Formative 
Assessment, Self-Assessment, Peer-Assessment, Portfolios, Projects and Presentations.  The following MYP 
Art criterion includes: 
Criterion A:  Knowledge and Understanding-terms/concepts/cultural or historical awareness/ art movements 
or styles on a scale of 0-8 
Criterion B:  Application-technical skills in creating artwork/investigating and responding to art/ creative 
approaches to art making on a scale of 0-10 
Criterion C:  Reflection and Evaluation-recording experiences/processes/challenges/influences on a scale of 
0-8 
Criterion D:  Personal engagement-engaging/experimenting in the artistic process /initiating/exploring 
projects/developing self-motivation /supporting and encouraging peers on a scale of 0-8 
A developmental workbook is a requirement: students must take notes, record steps in the process of creation, 
research, display artwork and write reflections on their work and the work of others. 
 
VII. Grading policy  
At the end of each semester, students will receive an IB MYP grade and a conversion to a letter grade. 
Students will also receive a “Habits of Minds” grade which is based on four categories: Homework/Classwork 
Completion, Behavior, Participation, and Group Work.  

The Homework and Classwork Completion category will be based on the completion of formative 
assessments.  The Behavior category will be based on the student’s willingness to learn and respectfulness in 
class.  The Participation category will grade the level of the student’s class contribution.  The Group Work 
category will grade the student’s ability to be successful working with others in a group setting.  
 


