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UNIT PLANNING IN THE MYP THROUGH INQUIRY 

Unit title (A fun one that engages student inquiry but is not a question.):  Creating Creativity 

Teacher(s) 

Mary Shannon Heinzelmann 

Subject and Grade level 

Art , levels 1, 2, 3 

Number of weeks/class periods 

19 classes 

Finding the Big Idea (Significant Concept): Identify the most significant big idea in a short non-content specific sentence. 

The world is a work of outstanding creativity. 

 

 

 

 

Unit Question: [HINT: This question is geared towards students.  Take that adult question in the arrow and make it age appropriate without losing what it is you want students to take away.) 

 

How can I be creative? 

 

Area of Interaction Focus 

Human Ingenuity 

Significant Concept 

The world is a work of 
outstanding creativity. 

 

How do artists create 

art?   
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BRAINSTORMING SIGNIFICANT CONTENT AND/OR SKILLS:  

Writing in developmental workbook beginning of every class, responding to art, questions about art and what the students’ ideas about art are? 

Line:  types of line, line creating pattern and texture, repetition, printmaking, contour drawing, blind contour, gesture drawing, wire sculpture (Calder), op art 

(Riley), architecture, glue drawings (O’Keefe or Van Gogh) 

Shape:  organic/geometric, paper cut out collages (Matisse), protractor series (Stella) 

Form:  2-d to 3-d, using value to create the illusion of form, wire sculpture, armature, additive/subtractive clay, wood assemblage (Nevelson, Moore), balance, 

combines (Rauschenberg) 

Color:  color wheel, primary/secondary/intermediate, warm/cool colors (Picasso), mixing colors from paint, color schemes, complementary, analogous, triadic, 

monochromatic (Delaunay, Indiana, Fauves), Banyan Tree from India/tree silhouettes, Franz Marc expressionistic animal portraits, Kandinsky torn paper , the 

Scream (emotion), color camoflauge exercise 

Value: value scale/graphite, 2-d to 3-d shape to form, colors: tints, shades and tones, chiaroscuro/charcoal, emphasis, contrast, hand design values, Sumi-e 

painting from Asia, ink rearrange exercise 

Texture:  real/implied, scratchboard, rubbings, plaster relief tiles, textured paint (Van Gogh, Picasso) 

Space:  positive/negative, perspective (1 pt and 2 pt), landscape (Wyeth) 

Mural projects:  Have “clients” (various teachers and principals) request a mural for the beautification of the school environment.  Work collaboratively to meet the 

needs of the client. 

Collage- Bearden 

Pattern-Matisse room with a view 

Final project:  “Art and Sole” Create a work of art with a shoe as the inspiration.  Express yourself as an artist using the elements of art and a shoe.  Research 

types of shoes and discuss what they tell you about the person wearing them. (ballet, running, loafers, flip flops, high heels, etc)  How will you create a piece of 

artwork around the shoe you choose?  Research media, will you create a drawing, painting, print, sculpture?  Will you use the shoe to create the artwork, or will 
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FROM ASSESSMENT TO TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES THROUGH INQUIRY 

Assessment Reflections: (These 

are things to consider as you plan your 

MYP assessment task) 

 

• What exemplars will students see so 

that they understand what is 

required? 

• What will allow students the 

opportunity to answer the unit 

question at some point during the 

unit using what they have learned? 

• What considerations have you given 

the nature of the assessment (e.g. 

given in class, take-home, time 

allowed for completion)? 

•  At what level of Bloom’s Taxonomy 

does this task ask the student to 

engage?  

• How will you design your task to 

allow students to reach the highest 

descriptors? 

Which MYP 

objectives will be 

addressed and which 

criteria will you 

assess this task 

with?   

A:  knowledge & 

understanding:  

demonstrate 

knowledge and 

understanding of the 

elements of art. 

B:application:  

elaborate an idea and 

be able to express and 

communicate their 

artistic intentions.  

C:  reflection & 

evaluation:   evaluate 

their work and 

consider feedback 

from others to identify 

improvements & 

changes. 

D:  personal 

engagement:  shows 

commitment and self 

motivation in 

participating in the 

artistic process. 

What MYP task (from the 

prescribed minimum in your subject 

guide) will be most 

appropriate and what will it 

look like? 

Finished Project: 

“Art and Sole” 

Create a work of art with a 

shoe as the inspiration and 

express yourself as an artist 

using the elements of art 

effectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What state, provincial, district, or local standards/skills are to be addressed in 

the entire unit, not just the task?  

Grade 6: 

1.1 Identify and describe all the elements of art found in selected works of art. 

1.3 Describe how artists can show the same theme by using different media and 

styles. 

2.1 Use various observational drawing skills to depict a variety of subject matter. 

2.3 Create a drawing, using varying tints, shades, and intensities. 

2.5 Select specific media and processes to express moods, feelings, themes, or 

ideas. 

4.3 Develop specific criteria as individuals or in groups to assess and critique works 

of art. 

4.4 Change, edit, or revise their works of art after a critique, articulating reasons for 

their changes. 

Grade 7: 

1.4 Analyze and describe how the elements of art and the principles of design 

contribute to the expressive qualities of their own works of art. 

2.1 Develop increasing skill in the use of at least three different media 

2.4 Develop skill in mixing paints and showing color relationships. 

Grade 8: 

1.1 Use artistic terms when describing the intent and content of works of art. 

1.2 Analyze and justify how their artistic choices contribute to the expressive quality 

of their own works of art. 

4.4 Develop and apply a set of criteria as individuals or in groups to assess and 

critique works of art. 
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Approaches to Learning (Skills):  Every MYP 

unit will be based on approaches to learning 

which is an Area of Interaction.  However, the 

significant concept on Page 1 of this planner 

dictates that we use one of the four other Areas 

of Interaction as the focus of the unit to make 

learning relevant for students. 

Approaches to Learning:   

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the elements of art used effectively within their artwork. 

Develop an idea, theme or personal interpretation to the point of realization and be purposeful in their expression 

and effectively communicate their artistic intentions. 

Evaluate the challenges and successes of the process, consider feedback and identify improvements and 

changes that could be made to their work. 

Show commitment and self motivation in participating in the artistic process. 
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Learning Experiences and Teaching 

Strategies (These are common agreements that 

all teachers teaching this unit will agree to.  Other 

strategies may be used individually by teachers in 

their own classrooms) 

• How will we incorporate international 

mindedness throughout the unit? 

• How will students learn the knowledge and 

practice the skills required? 

• How will we use formative assessment to give 

students feedback during the unit?  What are 

they? 

• What different teaching methodologies will we 

employ? How are we differentiating teaching and 

learning for all? 

 

 

Students will: 

Identify the elements of art in specific works: line, shape, form, color, value, texture and space. 

Examine how artists have applied the elements of art in various cultures and time periods. 

Learn how to discuss their art and the work of other artists, communicating confidently and creatively with others. 

Create artwork exploring the different elements of art, taking risks and allowing for the unexpected.  

Experiment and gain technical knowledge with a variety of media in the creation of art. 

Explore how artists have used different media to express the same subject matter. 

Participate in the creative cycle of investigation, planning, creation, and evaluation. 

Use the developmental workbook to document the creative cycle in the creation of their own artwork, taking notes, 

collecting images, writing reflections, and evaluating the work of others.  Developmental workbook will be checked for 

completion on an ongoing basis. 

Develop a rubric for self-assessment, becoming reflective thinkers in order to assess and understand their strengths 

and limitations.   

Receive direct ongoing assessment during each studio session where they will be able to assess themselves and 

offer feedback to their peers and the teacher as they are working.  The teacher will offer guidance and help students 

make corrections on an ongoing basis. 
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Resources 

• What resources do we need to teach this unit in 

terms of: 

• Differentiation 

• Equipment 

• Materials 

 

 

 

 

Images of artwork exhibiting the use of the different elements of art. 

Examples of completed project assignments. 

30,000 Years of Art: The Story of Human Creativity Across Time and Space,  Phaidon Press 

Scholastic Art Magazines 

Art Talk by Rosalind Ragans 

Portfolios by Robyn Montana Turner 

Digital Camera for documenting portfolio work 

Art room materials for creation 

ONGOING REFLECTIONS AND EVALUATION 

Students and Teachers 

• What did we find compelling? 

• What learner-initiated inquiries arose during the 

learning? 

• From the evidence, what new student understandings 

may have been constructed? 

• How did we deepen our understanding of the focus 

AoI? 

• What opportunities exist for reflection – both within the 

unit and on our own learning? 

• What, if any, extension activities arose? 

 



Page 7 

Collaboration 

• How successful was the collaboration with other 

teachers within my subject group and/or from other 

subject groups? 

• What interdisciplinary, if any, understandings were 

forged with other units based on the significant 

concept on Page 1 of the planner? 

 

Assessment 

• What do we need to adjust in our assessment task to 

allow more student success? 

• How are the ATL skills that were taught and measured 

by the MYP criteria articulating to the next level? 

 

Data collection 

• What data are we collecting and how will it be used? 
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Notes: 
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