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Before you read: 
1.  What are some of the animals you have seen in or around Charlottesville? 

2. In your country, are there many animals near where you live?  Explain. 

3. In Charlottesville, are you ever afraid of the animals you see?  Do you know 

what to do if you see an animal you are afraid of? 

 

Vocabulary:  Write any new vocabulary from the story here: 

 

 

 

 

 

After you read: 

1.  What are some of the animals the writer regularly sees in her yard?  Make 

of list of the animals you know and the animals you do not know. 

Animals I know:    Animals I do not know: 

_______________________  ____________________________ 

_______________________  ____________________________ 

_______________________  ____________________________ 

_______________________  ____________________________ 

 

2. (a) When the bear first came into her yard, what or who did the writer think 

it was?  (b) Why do you think she had such difficulty “seeing” the bear? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. After they saw the bear, what did the writer’s husband tell her to do?  Why 

do you think he wanted her to do this? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What had the bear found, and what did it do all night long? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 



5.  The next day, who came to the neighborhood to deal with the bear? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

6. (a)  Did they tranquilize the bear?  Why or why not?  

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

(b)  Did they kill the bear?  _______________________________________ 

(c)  What did the bear finally do?  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

7. (a) According to the article, do big bears usually come down to the city of 

Charlottesville?  (b)  During what times might bears come down to the city? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What should people do as a preventative measure so bears do not come near 

their homes? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Write your experience:  Describe an experience you have had with an animal 

here in or around Charlottesville: 

 

Title:  ______________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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