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The Multi-Cultural Brief is an ESL 
newsletter created by students who 
want to improve their English and is 
produced as part of a newspaper 
class offered through the 
Charlottesville Adult Education 
program.  Its purpose is to provide 
students with an opportunity to 
• share their experiences of being 

from another country, 
• offer multi-cultural perspectives 

on life in Charlottesville, 
• help inform people who are new 

to Charlottesville of issues and 
opportunities around town, 

• build a bridge of communication 
between the ESL population and 
Americans living in the 
Charlottesville community. 

Mission Statement 

In 2004, America was full of peace with large blue sky, pop-
ping Hi! everywhere, drivers making room for each other.  
There was no sign it was one of the countries taking part in a 
battle in the world by then. 

 
My husband dragged me to 
this odd place, where I had 
to drive two hours for Ko-
rean food, where we had to 
wait weeks to see a doctor 
for a sore throat, where there 
were “snow days” (my son 
and I waited for the bus un-
der falling snow for 40 min-

utes worrying that we had missed the bus), where there were 
no Korean subtitles on any movies, and where my husband 
was strained and too busy with his new work.  So were my 
children with their new school, new kids who were neither 
friends nor enemies yet, new rules, and new language.  Un-
broken long silence remained with me after saying, “Good 
night,” on the phone at 9 a.m. to a friend in Korea across the 
American continent and the (Continued on page 6) 
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ture, which includes not just working hard and 
learning a new language and culture.  It is about 
learning to relax and just be there.  Only then do 
we begin to become able to see what perhaps we 
could never have imagined before.  Sometimes 
after we relax for the 100th time, we bring into 
our lives the music of the new culture and spon-
taneously find ourselves singing a love song in 
the new language.  Sometimes when we relax, 
we spontaneously remember the poetry of our 
home culture and, to our surprise, experience the 
truth of that poetry on a warm autumn day here 
in Charlottesville. 

In writing class, we talked about the importance 
of keeping a journal as a way not just to improve 
our English but also as a way to help us to im-
prove our lives.  It can be a way to remember in-
tensely lived moments of the present again and 
again throughout our lives and to find compas-
sion and understanding in our own stories.  As 
international writers in a new culture, very often 
not only the outside world is new, but we are ex-
periencing our own sense of ourselves in a new 
way.  When we confront uncomfortable situa-
tions, we may ask ourselves, “Am I paranoid, or 
was that person rude?  Did I just miss an impor-
tant cultural message?  Did I somehow misun-
derstand … again?”  When we take on new roles 
as spouses (many internationals get married just 
weeks before coming to the U.S.) or parents, sud-
denly the memories of our parents and cultures 
that we may have almost taken for granted flood 
our senses, and we are overcome with awe at the 
new shoes we need to fill. 

Leslie A. Furlong, Editor 

From the Editor: 
We are happy to report that we are getting settled 
into our beautiful new home at the Frank Ix 
Building and are proud to be part of this historic 
legacy of Charlottesville.  Our classrooms and of-
fices are spacious.  The hallways are quickly being 
adorned with pictures of our current students, 
GED graduates, and posters on cross-cultural top-
ics of health in preparation for our upcoming In-
ternational Health Fair to be held at our new lo-
cation on December 13th.  We extend our heart-
felt gratitude to all those who helped to make our 
new home happen. 

As our first article in this issue points out, at the 
Adult Learning Center we learn not only about 
English, math, science, and social studies.  ALC 
is a community of learners sharing what we know 
and need to know about the world community in 
which we live.  We learn how to choose the right 
pumpkin out of which to carve a Jack o’ Lantern.  
We learn that in Japan, ancestral spirits are not so 
much to be feared and kept at bay with bribes of 
candy, but revered and welcomed into the family 
circle with the hope that the living can somehow 
make the “lives” of the spirits more comfortable.  
We learn about learning how to live in a new cul-
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Dialogue Café Celebrates Halloween 
By Heidi Gordon (ESL Instructor, Facilitator of Dialogue Cafe) 

(Continued on page 4) 

I took part in a pumpkin carving event with my 
friends.  It was my chance to make a face for a 
Jack O’ Lantern.  I was looking for-
ward to attending the event for a long 
time because I have never carved a 
pumpkin before. 
 
We needed a pumpkin to carve, so I 
went shopping to buy it.  I thought 
that it would be difficult for me to 
carve one that was too big, so I 
bought a small one.  First, I traced the 
place where I wanted to carve, and 
then I started carving.  To put it mildly, it was 
much too hard for me to carve.  My friend said 
that big pumpkins are softer than small ones be-
cause they are ripe.  I looked around me and saw 
that everyone had brought a big pumpkin. 

I also needed to learn about the origins of Hallow-
een.  Halloween (October 31st) was originally an 

ancient Celtic festival celebrated on All 
Hallows Eve.  It was believed that de-
parted spirits visited their relatives, and 
witches appeared.  To protect them-
selves, people wore fearsome masks to 
scare the spirits away and made a bon-
fire.  Since then, on the night of October 
31st, children in costumes and bringing a 
candle (or a flashlight) visit neighbors to 
ask for candy, saying “Trick or Treat!”  
At home, people can make sweets from 

pumpkins and have parties, and children can bring 
candy and share the candy they got.  The origin of 
Halloween is really quite interesting.  
 
After learning about Halloween, I realized in Ja-

Halloween! 
By Shiho Horii (Japan) 

Red and gold leaves danced under a black sky. A 
fierce, cold wind howled, and rain pelted the win-
dows. Only six had the courage to brave the ele-
ments. Karina Bustillo, Sookyung Cho, Nicolas 
Finck, Doris Liu, Abubakari Shaibu and Heidi 
Gordon, all participants in the Dialogue Café, 
were warm and safe on the last Friday of October, 
sipping a hot beverage as we chatted about Hal-
loween. Native speaker participants recounted 
their childhood experiences of Trick-or-Treating – 
dressing in costumes and going around their 
neighborhood at night with a group of friends to 
knock on doors and collect candy. One of the par-
ticipants brought pumpkins and pumpkin pie. 
Each of us chose a pumpkin. We talked and 
carved and ate as the rain continued to pelt the 
world beyond our windows. When we finished, 
we put a small candle into the hollowed out 
pumpkins and lit them. In our darkened class-
room, the faces shone eerily. They had become 
Jack O’ Lanterns! 

The mission of the Dialogue Café is to provide an 
opportunity for English learners to practice con-
versation and find out about their adopted home 
in a supportive and stress-free environment, to 
bring together native English speakers and English 
learners so that we can broaden our knowledge of 
each other’s language and culture and thereby in-
crease understanding, tolerance and appreciation 
for our world. 
 
Dialogue Café is open to all interested adults on 
Wednesday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m. and on Fri-
day afternoons from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Adult 
Learning Center. 
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My First Apple Picking 
By Sunha Jung (South Korea) 

“Apple Harvest Festival,” it was the name of the festi-
val that my teacher introduced to us in last Friday’s 
English class.  She gave us information about an apple 
festival and many events such as music, crafts, food, 
hayrides, and apple picking.  I was eager to go and de-
cided to go there absolutely.  I couldn’t wait. 
 
On Saturday morning, I strongly woke up my hus-
band, who couldn’t keep his eyes open.  We hit the 
road to Carter Mountain Orchard with the family of 
my friend. 
 
There were many people with their families and their 
lovers in the orchard.  We ate incredible apple pies and 
drank really delicious apple cider.  We took a hayride 
and went around the orchard.  How clear the sky can 
be.  How limpid the air can be.  How like a picture the 
view of Charlottesville can be.  I was trying to pick ap-
ples, as many as possible.  I was really happy. 
 
But, in less than 20 minutes, I got so tired and bored 
because the weather was hot, it was crowded with peo-
ple, mountain flies smelled the sweetness of apples and 
came to us, and we had to wait a long time to buy 
bread and beverages.  When I sat on a pumpkin and 
took a rest, I could find that many Charlottesville peo-

ple enjoyed this hot and long wait.  They waited for 
their orders while talking to their friends with such 
bright faces although their faces were turning red with 
the sun.  They listened to live music, humming and 
dancing very gladly.  I couldn’t understand how they 
could be relaxed and happy like this, though they were 
in the same condition as me. 
 
I realized that I had lived so hastily without satisfac-
tion and thanks for my new experience.  I had been 
taking many English classes, and I had been spending 
almost all of my time studying English.  That’s why I 
couldn’t participate in other meetings such as a Korean 
wives meeting, a Bible Study meeting, and many kinds 
of events.  I really wanted to enjoy the people there, 
but I couldn’t do it.  This is because of my strong de-
sire to speak English very well and be adjusted to this 
environment as soon as possible.  But now I realized 
that this valuable time and opportunity will never 
come back to me again.  
I pledged to myself to 
live slowly and com-
fortably and look around 
me. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Our Website 
 

Visit  the  website  for  the  Adult 
Learning Center!   Included there 
you  will  see  current  and  back 
issues of the Multi-Cultural  Brief, 
the latest schedule of classes, and 
much, much more! 
 

www.charlottesville-esl.org. 

Halloween! 
pan we have something similar, called the Bon 
Festival.  It is a Buddhist festival held to welcome 
back the spirits of the dead.  It is also an occasion 
for people to visit their relatives’ graves and to 
pray and make offerings of food and flowers.  The 
Bon Festival takes place every year from August 
13th to 16th.  Many people have holidays during 
the Bon period and go back to their hometowns.  
The city is deserted during the Bon holiday.  
Every year, I went back to my father’s hometown 
with my family. 
 
In Japan today, even though my family doesn’t 
personally observe Halloween, we have several 
events, like carnival parades through the large 
streets in Tokyo.  Tokyo Disneyland also has or-
ganized a limited Halloween parade every year.  
Recently, there was a Halloween “roll around 
store” where many Halloween goods and pretty 

sweets made from pumpkin were handed out.  
When I saw it, I got really excited about Hallow-
een. 
 
Halloween is a great and exciting event. 
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How to Enjoy Your Weekend 
By Masako Wada (Japan) 

How do you spend your 
weekend in Charlottesville?  
Do you enjoy it? 
 
When I came to Charlottes-

ville, I couldn’t feel fun every weekend because I 
was a newcomer.  I didn’t know any information 
about Charlottesville.  However, as time went on, 
I could come to know a lot of fun activities. 
 
Today, I will tell you about some recommenda-
tions for how to spend your weekend in Down-
town Charlottesville in this sea-
son, “Autumn”. 
 
First, there is Charlottesville 
City Market, which is located 
in a parking area on Water 
Street close to the Historic 
Downtown Mall.  It is held 
every Saturday, from 7 a.m. to 
12 noon, from April to the end of October.  Many 
farmers sell their own organic products, like vege-
tables, fruits, flowers, meats, plus some bread, 
cake, and doughnuts which they make themselves.  
Not only food is offered.  Some sellers offer their 
handmade goods, like cards, toys, jewelry, etc. 
 
I went to City Market on a sunny Saturday morn-
ing.  So many people were there.  In the warm 
sunshine, I heard, “Hello!  How are you!” here 
and there.  It was so lively and made me excited as 
if I were at a festival.  I was attracted to the smells 
of fresh-fried doughnuts.  I bought one and sank 
my teeth into it … mmmmm yummy! 
 
Now, if you don’t buy any fresh food, I recom-
mend that you have lunch on the Downtown 
Mall.  They have so many good restaurants:  Ital-
ian, Thai, Japanese, Chinese, Pizza, Hamburgers, 
and so on.  My husband and I went to Christian’s 
Pizza.  They have lots of kinds of pizza and use 
many fresh vegetables, so we can feel healthier 
than at other pizza shops, and, of course, they 
tasted sooo good! 

After you enjoy your lunch, how about going to 
make your own art craft?  There is a good glass-
making shop there.  They teach you how to make 
your glass objects kindly.  Moreover, there are a 
lot of objects on exhibit which some artists made 
or some customers made.  It is like a gallery, so 
you can refer to these items while you make your 
own.   
 
You can make so many kinds of glass art.  For ex-
ample, my husband made a big bowl, and I made 
a photo frame.  Some people were making door-

plates. 
 
To make your craft is easy.  
You can just put tiny colorful 
chips made of glass on your 
plate as you like.  After making 
your object, the staff bake your 
craft and finish it.  You will be 
satisfied with your own art.  

Actually, I love my own photo frame! 
 
We call autumn “appetizing autumn” or “artistic 
autumn” as a set expression in Japan.  Charlottes-
ville can give us a very “appetizing” and “artistic” 
autumn, too.  Let’s enjoy our Charlottesville 
weekend! 
 
For more information contact:   
Charlottesville City Market: 
http://www.pursuecharlottesville.com/php-
bin/resource.php?id=207.  If you miss the sum-
mer market, they also have a seasonal market dur-
ing Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
 
Christian’s Pizza: 
http://www.pursuecharlottesvil le.com/
diningDetails.php?id=113. 
 
The Glass Palatte: 
http://www.theglasspalatte.net. 

“In the warm sunshine, I 
heard, ‘Hello!  How are you!’ 
here and there.  It was so lively 
and made me excited as if  I 
were at a festival.” 
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Pacific Ocean. 
 
Knocking on the door of the Adult Learning Cen-
ter (ALC) to study English took one year with 
some excuses and one main reason, fear.  Standing 
at the counter with no prepared English sentences 
was my goal then.  Now, the percentage of success 
of improvising sentences at the counter is getting 
better.   
 
I should say, however, that I have learned lots of 
things at ALC that I hadn’t expected before.  It 
was much more than English.  I’ve learned some 
practical information from people I met there such 
as about medical clinics to go to in order to see a 
doctor without an appointment 
(Prompt Care and First Med), 
where to find a reliable dry 
cleaner, where to shop for fresh 
vegetables, and so on.  I expected 
that there must be some instruc-
tors, but I had no idea about vol-
unteers at ALC.  It was impres-
sive to observe them.  They seemed to be enjoying 
their time with us.  Being a volunteer doesn’t have 
to be a person who has strong will with extreme 
self-sacrifice or endurance.  Now, I myself am vol-
unteering at a place regularly. 
 
Though I am living in America, my relationships 
here are mostly with non-Americans, many of 
whom I have met at ALC.  Many people come to 
ALC for English for various reasons:  so they can 
go on to a school of higher learning, to get a better 
job, and for some, to build a new life because they 
have no place to go back to but America.  A 
skinny girl-like woman who wanted to study 
worked really really hard with several jobs to-
gether for her sister suffering from hemophilia in 
her country.  One from the Mid-east finished her 
family tree in class by bursting out into tears, long-
ing for her lost relatives including her own broth-
ers in the civil war, while others thought of their 
family members in their countries.  A French 
woman from Haiti, who went back to Haiti after 
studying English at ALC for six months, is now 

working with the World Trade Organization 
(WHO).  Last week, one of my previous class-
mates who took the GED (General Education De-
velopment) preparation class with other Ameri-
cans at ALC and passed the exam, said over the 
phone, “Hi!  I am working nine to five now.”  I 
have met many people and am going to meet 
more at ALC. 
 
The Big Rule, “Only in English,” by stubborn Eng-
lish instructors is such a challenge for us due to 
lack of English, but it is a prerequisite condition to 
take English as a Second Language (ESL) classes 
at ALC.  We should open our ears, eyes, and 
hearts wide together to communicate there be-

cause we know how difficult it is 
to squeeze English sentences out 
of ourselves.  From the experi-
ence at ALC, I wonder if perhaps 
there might be room inside our-
selves for us to be a bit more than 
Nigerian, French, or Korean as 
we are still being Nigerian, 

French, or Korean. 
 
We often share the difficulty of living in a foreign 
country.  It reminds me of internationals I saw 
hovering in the Korean subway with “I need help” 
looks on their faces.  I would look away for fear 
that I couldn’t help them properly when I was in 
my country.   
 
I am thankful for the people who founded and are 
supporting ALC, and for those who work there. 

Adult Learning Center:  A World I Never Knew 

Swedish and Deep Tissue Massage in your home or 
in mine. Call for details. 

Massage @ Home 

J.W. Gordon  

823-6152 

Swaleview@worldnet.att.net 

“I should say, however, that 
I have learned lots of  things 
at ALC that I hadn’t ex-
pected before.  It was much 
more than English.” 

(Continued from page 1) 
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When I was a student 
from elementary to high 
school, I used to write 
journals as homework.  I 
did not like to write any 
articles or journals, but I 
had to do my homework 
because I wanted to be a 

good student. 
 
After becoming an adult, when I set my resolu-
tions at the first of the year, I used to decide to 
keep my journal daily.  However, I could find just 
a few writings from my journal at the end of the 
year. 
 
Why should I keep my journal daily and person-
ally?  Let me talk about it. 
 
First of all, I can not only learn more English but 
also increase my English level.  If I want to write 
anything in English, I need to search for vocabu-
lary and grammar for that.  Probably, it is not per-
fect the first time, but I will learn new skills or 
words, at least one per day.  Therefore, I will have 
abundant vocabulary and various skills some day 
later, hopefully. 
 
Second, I can have an organized lifestyle.  If I 
have time to write before going to bed, I recall 
whole events that happened to me during the day, 
and I regret my faults or am proud of my good be-
havior.  Also, I can set up a new plan for tomor-
row instead of wasting time.  I will not make the 
same mistakes again.  I will prepare to have a 
good day. 
 
Third, I can have my own history of my life.  No-
body can remember detailed things and feelings 
after 10 years.  If I can describe well the event I 
want to remember in my journal, I will recall it 
easily 10 years later through reading my writing.  
Now I cannot recall everything about when I was 
a teenager without my writings or my mom’s tell-
ing a story.  But sometimes I can feel as if I am 

just a 10-year-old girl when I read my journals of 
that time even though that was forced homework.  
Always, any memories make me happy, even sad 
memories. 
 
There are several advantages to writing a personal 
journal.  Although it is hard to keep doing one 
thing every day, if I want to record any happening 
or event, I will enjoy the pleasant memory again 
after 20 years.  Even if my physical body never 
comes back to past years, my happy memories let 
me have the same feeling of the day. 
 
Do you want to have a great book of your beauti-
ful history?  Now, start to write just a few sen-
tences.  It does not take a long time. 
 
Let’s start now. 

Why Should I Keep Writing My Journal? 
By Hyun Jung Kim (South Korea) 

Do you have a story, an opinion, a 
skill you want to tell people 
about, a recipe, a good idea, a 
complaint, or a response to what 
you learned here? 

Share it with others! 

All submissions are considered. 
You don’t have to be part of the 
Newspaper Class to contribute!  

To submit material or to receive 
the Multi-Cultural Brief, visit us at 
935-A Second Street S.E., Char-
lottesville, VA  22902 or call 434-
245-2817. 

Want to Contribute to 
the  

Multi-Cultural Brief? 
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Simple Realization 
By Carrie Kim (South Korea) 

Though I’ve never been a good cook myself, I’ve 
always been fascinated by watching a cooking channel.  
So there was no moment’s hesitation when I received 
news that there was a cooking demonstration held at a 
Presbyterian church.  I drove to the place, hoping to 
meet new people and get some useful information.  
There were almost 50 people there, and they all came 
from different countries.  Most of them were Asian 
women.   
 
It was fun to learn some Latin American dishes 
including past frola, vigilante, and Colombian arpas.  
They were quite easy to make and also tasted amazing, 
so one day I might cook them for my daughter and 
husband.  Most people were nice and friendly, and, 
most of all, what we all had in common was that we 
are all new here.  It was quite a delightful time except 
for one incident.   
 
I met the mother of David, who’s my daughter’s 
classmate at the daycare center, and we were chatting 
about our kids.  In the middle of our conversation, a 
woman came up and started to talk to David’s mom.  

As I thought it was a casual conversation introducing 
each other and mingling a bit, I waited for my turn to 
introduce myself.  However, she kept talking to 
David’s mom and ended up writing down her e-mail 
address to invite her over, and I then realized that she 
had never intended to talk to me when she approached 
us.  So I left there feeling badly. 
 
Then, I was confused that I might be the one who had 
the bad manners as I should have noticed what was 
going on and left earlier.  However, I think that most 
people would feel pretty much the same when they’re 
feeling ignored. 
 
It was an unpleasant experience, but I know that I 
can’t always meet nice and polite people, and I, 
myself, could have been the bad-mannered one to 
somebody without any intention.  I blamed her for 
making me feel badly, but I now appreciate her for 
giving me a second thought on my past and for making 
me realize courtesy doesn’t need a lot of effort.  It 
simply starts when you say, “Hi” to people you meet. 

Filling Up the Empty Space 
By Carrie Kim (South Korea) 

It’s been three days since my mother went back to Ko-
rea.  The first day was very hard, as I was in tears all 
day long. 
 
I don’t exactly know that it was because of the regret 
that I didn’t give her the best time as she’d spent most 
of her time cooking, washing, and taking care of my 
daughter, Teresa, here. 
 
Maybe it could be because of my fear that I may not be 
a good mother, as well as a good wife, in this com-
pletely new environment where my family moved one 
month ago.  There is no one I know here very well ex-
cept for my husband, who’s only able to come home at 
midnight after his long day’s study. 
 
Also, it could be because of Teresa’s attachment to her 
grandma.  As soon as  my mom disappeared from the 
gate, she laughed as if it were some kind of play like 
“hide and seek.”  However, an hour or so later, she 
started to cry, looking for her grandma.  On the same 
night, watching her cry and wetting her pillow, I real-

ized how much love and attention my mother’s given 
her during her one-month stay.  The love that hasn’t 
been given by me or her dad must be so deep and 
warm.  My mother has been so patient with Teresa, 
and her every moment with her was full of joy and 
love.  She never seems to be bored and tired with her, 
unlike myself.  Even though Teresa’s just two years 
old, she knows her grandma is her forever-fan.  Now, 
Teresa seems to take in the reality and says every two 
or three hours, “Grandma left for Korea with plane.”  
As I know that she misses her grandma whenever she 
says that, I tell her, “Yes, she left.  But you have Me.” 
 
As my mom once had me as a baby and raised me 
with the great love she has, I, as a mother of a child, 
will give the best love I’ve been given to 
my precious one.  Even though she can 
be very trying sometimes, I will learn to 
be more patient and always try to read 
the hidden meaning behind her behav-
ior.  It will be a lifetime challenge, but I 
know it will be worth every bit. 
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New Extraordinary Experience 
By Hyun Jung Kim (South Korea) 

Some weeks ago, my husband asked me, “Do you 
know Maroon 5”?  “What is that?” I answered.  “They 
are a famous American rock band, and they will come 
to Charlottesville for a concert on the 8th of  October.  
Do you want to go?” he asked me.  But my answer 
was, “No,” because I am not a music person, and 
besides, I was not interested in rock music. 
 
I felt sorry for him regarding my negative answer.  He 
looked disappointed.  I thought, how can I find a 
reason to go to the show with him?  He was writing his 
dissertation every day in order to graduate.  He might 
need to refresh himself  with recreation.  I wanted to 
understand his situation and decided to go to the 
concert with him.  Compromise always makes us 
happy and peaceful.  I thought, I will have not only an 
extraordinary experience but also a great chance to 
meet a famous rock band. 
 
My husband purchased tickets from the internet.  The 
show was just two weeks away.  He was happy like a 
little boy with smiles on his face waiting for Santa 
Claus at Christmas!  It was my turn to be a little girl.  I 
started to prepare to go to the concert. 
 
First of  all, I needed to know their famous songs if  I 
wanted to enjoy the show.  I printed out the lyrics of  
several of  their songs from the internet.  I could get 
songs from mp3 files from my husband.  When I went 
to the gym every night, I brought them, and I tried to 
memorize the lyrics.  To make matters worse, the 
rhythm was so fast.  I practiced so many times.  It was 
so hard to sing a song in English.  Sometimes it took a 
toll on me, but I had to become familiar with the songs 
somehow. 
 
After a few days, I could barely catch a few songs, but I 
learned a lot of  new vocabulary.  It had advantages 
which I did not recognize.  I studied new English 
expressions.  It was fun and useful. 
 
Second, my husband and I had to buy binoculars to see 
closely.  We could not pay for floor seats because lower 
level seats were too expensive for us.  We bought 
binoculars as an alternative.  We had to make our own 
way to watch the show closely as much as possible.  By 
the day before the concert, we knew fully how to use 
them. 
 

Finally, the day came.  We were so excited as if  we 
were children.  We departed from home three hours 
early to get to the concert place, John Paul Jones 
Arena, because we just could not wait for the show.  
When we arrived at the arena, many people were 
tailgating or in line already. 
 
Surprisingly, we could see people of  many generations, 
from elementary school children to grandparents.  The 
scene made us realize the band was celebrated 
musicians. 
 
Amazingly, the waiting time was not boring, even 
though we were standing for half  an hour.  At the 
entrance, security guards checked everyone’s bag, and 
bottles of  water were not permitted.  I was satisfied 
with the perfect security system and safety although I 
had to throw away my almost new bottle of  water.  But 
the price of  a bottle of  water inside was too high.  
Anyhow, we were seated and enjoyed the opening 
show guests for one hour. 
 
After the beginning of  the Maroon 5 concert, I could 
not be seated because of  excitement.  People next to 
my seat, as well as in front of  us (actually, they were 
girls and teenagers), were all standing and dancing for 
the whole show.  I sang songs with them until I had a 
sore throat.  But, it doesn’t ache any more.  The stage 
and lighting were well designed.  It made us have much 
more fun at the performance. 
 
After the concert was finished, we struggled with 
singing a song and kept talking about the band.  It was 
better than I expected.   
 
Now, I am crazy about their songs as well as them even 
though I do not know them well.  Surprisingly, I 
s o m e t i m e s  f i n d 
myself  murmuring 
songs in English since 
then.  The song, This 
Love, means a lot to 
me because it was the 
first song that I 
memorized in English 
spontaneously.   
 
I expect I am going to 
love rock music. 
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Celebrating GED Graduation 
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Calendar Dates to  
Remember 

 
Every Wednesday:  Assessment for ESL and GED classes at ALC.  Go to Virginia Employ-
ment Commission, 2211 Hydraulic Road.  The process takes two hours, so arrive on time.  
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Every Wednesday:  Dialogue Café at ALC from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Every Friday:  Dialogue Café at ALC from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
November 19-23:  Thanksgiving Break.  No school at the Adult Learning Center. 
December 1:  Winter Schedule of Classes available. 
December 6: Fall Pot Luck at ALC, 11:30 am-1 pm and 6-7:30 pm 
December 13:  International Health Fair at the Adult Learning Center.  11:30-1:00 p.m. 
and 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
December 19:  Fall Classes at the Adult Learning Center end. 

Festival of Cultures 

 
 
Mark your calendars!  The fifth annual Festi-
val of Cultures will take place Saturday, May 
10, 2008.  This celebration of the diversity in 
our community is a great opportunity for you 
to showcase your native culture and country: 
you can perform traditional music or dance, 
share stories, or host an exhibit with posters, 
artwork, traditional crafts, and other informa-

tion; you can sell crafts; you can help create a 
culture quilt.  This Festival is supported by 
many in the community.  A new sponsor is 
Target, which donates 5% of its income to 
support education, the arts, and safe commu-
nities. 

Thank you, , for your generous support! 
 
You will be hearing more about the Festival 
of Cultures later in the year and during winter 
session at the Adult Learning Center, but for 
more information now, visit our website 
http://avenue.org/festivalofcultures. 
 
If you would like to help with the Festival, 
please contact Debbie or Heidi at the ALC at 
434-245-2819. 
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ADULT LEARNING CENTER 
CHARLOTTESVILLE CITY  SCHOOLS 
ADULT ESL PROGRAM 
935-A Second Street, SE. 
Charlottesville, VA  22902 
(434) 245-2817 
Ht tp : / /www.char lo t tesv i l le -es l .org 
For School Closings: (434) 245-2401 

 
The Adult Learning Center 

has  Moved!!!! 
 

The Adult Learning Center has moved to a new location.   
 
On June 22nd, 2007, we closed our doors and said good-bye to our 
wonderful home for the past 4 1/2 years at 1000 Preston Avenue. 
 
Our new location is in the Frank Ix Building at 935-A Second Street S.E., 
Charlottesville, VA 22902.  For more information, call 434-245-2817.  Please stop by and 
visit. 


