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The Multi-Cultural Brief is an ESL newsletter created 
by students who want to improve their English and 
is produced as part of a newspaper class offered 
through the Charlottesville Adult Education 
program.  Its purpose is to provide students with an 
opportunity to 
• share their experiences of being from another 

country, 
• offer multi-cultural perspectives on life in 

Charlottesville, 
• help inform people who are new to 

Charlottesville of issues and opportunities 
around town, 

• build a bridge of communication between the 
ESL population and Americans living in the 
Charlottesville community. 

Mission Statement 
Our New Website 

 
Come visit the new website for the 
Adult Learning Center!  Included 
there you will see current and back 
issues of the Multi-Cultural Brief, the 
latest schedule of classes, and much, 
much more!   
www.charlottesville-esl.org.  
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Counter “Culture Shock” 
By Laura Cafagna 

English word?  Then I discovered that in this period 
of “globalization,” other people, especially business 
people, use English terms, too. 
 
Do you remember when you first came to the States 
and you did not know how to ask for the sugar that 
you so desperately needed because you did not 

know the word?  I am telling you, 
the same feeling happened to me 
several times when I returned to 
Italy.  And I felt mad, mad with 
myself and mad with the world.  Of 
course, you do not want to share 
your feelings with anybody because 
they would not understand.  What 
should I say?  “Sorry, I forgot the 
language that I have spoken for 30 
years”? 
 
Situations get better after a while.  
After one month or so you start 
retraining your brain to “think 

Italian” again and almost all the pieces go back 
together, but never all of them.   
 
Language is not the only issue when you go back to 
your country.  In my case, the thing that disturbed 
me most of all was the over-population.  I got used 
to being “alone,” and I discovered that I like it.  
“Alone” is not an option in Italy.  People and cars 
have grown so much that it is hard to get around.  
Of course, I got used to that, too; it just took time. 
 
In the U.S., we got so used to some things so easily 
that we took them for granted.  To rent a house and 
buy a car can really be problematic in other 
countries.  Renting a house is not an issue in this 
country; the position or the price may be an issue, 
but never the availability.  In Italy, it is virtually 
impossible to rent a house.  Everybody owns their 
house.  You do have to remember that, generally 
speaking, Italians very rarely move around.  The 
Continued on page 4 

Like most of us, you may have experienced “culture 
shock” when you first came to the U.S.  Now that it 
is over and you feel comfortable here, you are not 
going to believe what I am telling you, but believe 
me, it is all true! 
 
You may experience the same sensation if/when you 
decide to go back to your own 
country. 
 
Last year we were in Italy for a long 
time and I thought it would be 
really easy to adapt since, most of 
all, there was no language problem, 
which was my major issue when we 
first came to the U.S.  I discovered, 
to my profound surprise, that I did 
have language problems and also 
problems adapting to Italy. 
 
As all my English teachers taught 
me, I have learned to “think 
English.”  I have trained my brain so much that 
when I speak Italian, the first word that comes out 
is English.  Should I be happy?  Sure, I should, but 
not when I am in a formal situation in Italy and I 
cannot remember how to say “nice to meet you” in 
Italian.   Right now, I speak very poor English and 
an Italian similar to a child’s language.  It is true I 
speak Italian all the time with my husband, but 
what we speak is a casual language and when the 
Italian word does not come out, I just use the 
English one. 
 
Do you not believe me?  Try to pay attention to your 
native language when you speak and you will notice 
that you always use the few simple words that a 
child would use.  In business situations the problem 
becomes evident.  Words like “business,” 
“management,” and “marketing” became so familiar 
to me that I forgot how to translate them.  So when 
I would talk, I had a few seconds of panic during 
which I did not know what to say.  Should I use the 

“Do you remember when 
you first came to the States 
and you did not know how 
to ask for the sugar that you 
so desperately needed 
because you did not know 
the word?  I am telling you, 
the same feeling happened 
to me several times when I 
returned to Italy.”   
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Meet the Seniors! 
By Kazue Matsumoto 

Are you from a foreign country?  If so, would 
you like to learn much more about American 
culture, history, and so on?  Of course, you can 
learn about these things through television, the 
radio, books, or ESL schools.  But they are not 
real.  If you want to know about the U.S., you 
should talk with the people who have lived in 

this country for a 
long time, longer 
than our ages. 

 
We ESL students 
had a lovely tea 
party with some 
of the members 
of the Senior 
Center at the 
Senior Center 
on April 4th.  
The staff set up 
teacups and 

cookies for all of us.  Some of the ESL students 
brought snacks and teabags from their own 
countries. 
 
At the beginning of the party, I was nervous 
that I might be awkward because I was not 
comfortable speaking in English with people 
whom I don’t know at all.  But I didn’t have to 
worry about it. 
 
When I was approaching the table on which 
there were teacups, a graceful woman who had 
beautiful silver hair spoke to me.  We talked 
about tea and food.  And then we talked about 
ourselves.  She talked with me as if we had 
known each other for a long time.  We also 
talked about how people had felt about being 
enemies of each other during World War II. 
 

When she had to leave the party, we exchanged 
our e-mail addresses.  I thanked her for speaking 
to me slowly and clearly because I sometimes 
have a hard time listening to others who speak 
very quickly in English.  She said, “I always 
speak this way.  Don’t worry.”  After this party, 
we began to meet every Thursday morning at 
Barnes and Noble. 
 
I highly recommend that you join this party 
next time!  You might be able to make friends 
with wonderful people. 

situation is changing, but not fast enough. 
 
The thing that is necessary is the car.  It is not easy; 
it is not like here where you drive away with your 
car.  In Italy, you need to have an appointment with 
a special lawyer that costs $400 to register the new 
ownership.  This might take ten days. 
 
Are these things new?  Did they change while I was 
in away?  No!  It is just that I got used to doing 
things in the U.S.  You by now know how to rent a 
house and buy a car in the U.S., but you may have 
forgotten how to do these things in your country. 
 
Also, several things have changed in your country.  
Believe me, there are going to be things that are 
totally new for you.  We had to be retrained in our 
own country.  The way you connect the phone and 
power, and the way you get insurance have all 
changed while you were out, and now you have to 
relearn them. 
 
I leave you with this thought:  Is this very different 
from what you experienced when you first got to 
this country?  I will let you answer. 

Counter “Culture Shock” 
Continued from page 3 

“At the beginning of 
the party, I was 
nervous that I might 
be awkward because I 
was not comfortable 
speaking in English 
with people whom I 
don’t know at all.  
But I didn’t have to 
worry about it.” 
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When the course began, I was concerned about 
whether I could keep up with the class due to my 
poor English skills.  However, my worry was erased 
gradually by my classmates’ support.  They tried to 
listen carefully to my speech with my bad accent and 
respected what I said when we worked together.  I 

always struggled over the fact that 
I could not express my opinion 
perfectly in the class; however, 
they never ignored me. 
 
To tell you the truth, I had a 
negative impression toward 
American people before; a 
stereotypical American was too 

individualistic and too aggressive, qualities which 
Japanese people do not appreciate in their society.  I 
used to think American people would just ignore 
someone if s/he was very quiet or shy; nevertheless, 
such a prejudice was totally erased through my 
experience with my classmates.  This was a great 
opportunity to recognize different aspects of 
American people from what I used to believe. 
 
I learned how I should respect others as well.  As a 
minority and handicapped by my language ability, I 
keenly felt that even a small gesture of respect could 
make people happy.  Consequently, their attitude 
toward me encouraged me to continue the class.  I 
came to realize that respecting others involved 
seeing them from the same level and not treating 
them carefully as if they were fragile.  In Japan, this 
is what I did. 
 
There are many matters we should be concerned 
about; however, we tend to ignore or overlook them 
in daily life.  Nevertheless, if we challenge a new 
field or overcome our difficulties, we will 
unexpectedly find something important which we 
did not pay attention to before.  In addition to the 
improvement of my English writing skills, the class 
taught me the importance of respect and due 
consideration of others. 

My Challenge at an American College 
By Mie Yamashita 

A challenge always makes us notice something 
important which we tend to overlook.  A challenge 
makes us grow from what we used to be.  My 
challenge at an American college made me open my 
eyes and gave me new discovery. 
 
Last year, I still felt strongly 
uncomfortable communicating 
with American people though I 
had lived here more than a year.; 
therefore, I finally decided to take 
a course at Piedmont Virginia 
Community College last semester.  
If you are not familiar with people 
from different backgrounds and 
you cannot speak their language well, can you 
imagine how scary it is?   
 
I took a college essay class because the main purpose 
to attend the college was to improve my English; 
however, I also hoped that I could gain more 
understanding about American people and culture 
through this opportunity.  As a result, I learned more 
than I expected from both tangible and intangible 
aspects in this course. 
 
The class was as hard as I anticipated.  American 
universities normally have tough curricula unlike 
Japanese universities.  It is quite difficult to pass a 
Japanese entrance examination, but once we enter, 
we can easily get good grades.  Although I predicted 
it, the huge pressure of papers and group discussions 
with classmates sometimes made me feel that I 
wanted to drop out of the course.  I was also very 
frustrated when I thought I could have organized an 
essay much better if I had written it in Japanese.  I 
often sat in front of my computer for hours to 
construct only one paper; nevertheless, it became 
much easier to write essays in English with less time 
and stress by the time the course came to an end.  
Also, I learned how to use words and phrases more 
or less, in addition to the techniques of how to 
organize my essays through my classmates’ advice. 

“I came to realize that respect-
ing others involved seeing them 
from the same level and not 
treating them carefully as if 
they were fragile.”   
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Japanese Education 
By Kazue Matsumoto and Akiko Fukuhara 

When we were children, in the 1970s, physical punishment by teachers was allowed in schools.  Teachers had 
authority over students.  Students were seldom required to express their own ideas; instead, they were taught to 
memorize almost everything through rote learning.  The way they learned in class was based on lecture notes 
instead of participating in discussion or asking questions.  They were expected not to assert themselves too much 
and not to disturb others. 
 
However, since the 1990s, it has been said that this way of teaching is not working well because many students 
turned out to be people who do not have much creativity or who cannot express themselves expressively in 
public.  Considering this problem, the Japanese government has been trying to change the educational system in 
order to strengthen the children’s ability to “think.”  Since then, the Japanese government has been modeling 
the educational system after the educational system in the U.S. because they believe that the U.S. has been 
successful in terms of building the ability to “think” within their people. As a result, the educational system in 
Japan is changing dramatically.  That is why we are interested in children’s education in the U.S., which has had 
a great effect on our children’s future.  Since one of us had a friend who teaches at Covenant School, we decided 
to have our first field trip there. 

Covenant School is one of the most prestigious 
schools in Charlottesville.  It is a private Christian 
school for kindergarten through 12th grade.  On 
April 2, 2003, the ESL Newspaper Class had an 
opportunity to visit the Lower School, which is 
located across the street from McIntire Park.  The 
Lower School is for kindergarten through 6th grade 
with roughly 265 students and 40 faculty.  Before we 
observed one of the 4th grade classes taught by Ms. 
Shannon Obletz, we were able to interview Ms. Susan 
Fulton, the Director of the Lower School.  Here is a 
summary of our interview. 
 
Q: What are the distinct features of your school? 
 
First of all, it is a private school, which means that parents 
have to pay extra tuition (average $8,000) per year for their 
children’s education.  Also, it is a Christian school.  All the 
teachers hired here are Christians, but it is not necessarily so 
for the students. 
 
 
Continued on page 7 

It was an extraordinary fine clear day when we went to 
Covenant School for our field trip.  Ms. Susan Sulton, 
the Lower School Director, gave us a warm welcome 
and was kind enough to answer our questions for 
Covenant School. 
 
After the interview, we moved to one of the classrooms 
that are for the 4th grade.  Ms. Shannon Obletz, the 
teacher, was teaching her children reading when we got 
there.  The classroom was quite small and neat.  There 
were only 18 desks and chairs for the children, and 
there were only 11 children there at the time.  Seven of 
them had gone to different classrooms, called 
“enrichment classes” for reading and grammar. 
 
The director mentioned that the style of teaching in 
Covenant School was “traditional.”  From my point of 
view as a Japanese, the teaching style was similar to the 
Japanese style.  However, the atmosphere in the 
classroom was different.  During the time for reading, 
children took turns to read aloud a novel, which was 
quite long.  All of them read it fluently.  After they 
finished one chapter, the teacher asked several 
questions about the chapter.  Everyone raised their 
Continued on page 8 

Interview with the Director of 
Covenant School 

By Akikio Fukuhara 

Field Trip to Covenant School 
By Kazue Matsumoto 
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Interview with the Director of  
Covenant School 
Continued from page 6 

Secondly, we use traditional approaches in the classroom.  
For example, the classes are phonics-based and teacher-
centered.  Also, the teachers are respectful towards students, 
and so are the students.   The classes are kept disciplined 
and quiet, which creates a nurturing and safe environment 
for the students to learn. 
 
Thirdly, we have many special classes, such as 
Spanish, Bible study, enrichment classes, and 
many Fine Arts electives. 
 
Q: What are “enrichment classes”? 
 
Enrichment classes are designed to teach at 
students’ own levels in order to maximize their 
potential in mathematics and Language Arts.  
In other schools, they usually refer to these 
classes as “remedial” and “gifted.”  However, 
labeling the students does not go along with our 
philosophy.  Therefore, we call both classes “enrichment.” 
 
Q: How do you nourish students’ creativity and 

individuality? 
 
The teachers themselves are creative.  Also, they expect 
children to come up with their own levels.  They respect 
each child’s capability.  
 
Many Fine Arts classes are another way to encourage both 
creativity and individuality.  Students up to the 4th grade 
take art and music classes.  From the 5th grade, we have 
many Fine Arts electives.  The classes offered are Concert 
Band, Hand Bell Choir, Strings, Characters (drama), Art, 
and many others. 
 
Q: What do you do for global education? 
 
We have a “Korean Program” in which we host a group of 
students from one of the schools in Seoul every January.  
These Korean students take classes with our students during 
the daytime and stay with the families of our students after 
school for one month.  The youngest visitor we had was in 
kindergarten.  We arrange the host families from the 3rd 

grade, so if students are below that age, we require them to 
come with one of their relatives.  
 
We also teach foreign languages starting from kindergarten.  
The first foreign language they learn at Covenant is 
Spanish.  We use a conversation-based approach, but they 
also learn how to read and write in Spanish from the 3rd 
grade.  Since we have a great range of levels, which are 
usually determined by when they start learning Spanish, we 
use “effort grade.”  Once they go to the Upper School, they 
must take Latin in 7th and 8th grade.  After completing 

Latin, they have a choice of Spanish, Latin, or 
French from 9th grade. 
 
Q: How do parents get involved? 
 
Parents at Covenant School have very strong 
interest in children’s education, so they are very 
supportive.  They volunteer to work in the 
classroom, the library, or sometimes accompany 
the field trips.  Parents are a very important 
part of our “team” to raise our children in a 
safe and nurturing environment. 

 
Q: What is the biggest challenge that you are facing 

as a school? 
 
The most difficult part is to fill up the school because we are 
a private school.  We need to get the word out to the 
community.  We have been making several attempts to 
advertise Covenant School.  For example, our singing choir 
performs for the public.  We also have advertisements in the 
newspaper.  We have a nice package with all the 
information about the school.  We have our own newsletter 
as well. 
 

***** 
 
It was a surprise for me to hear that the challenge was 
to fill up the school.  Although we spent only a few 
hours at Covenant School, I immediately learned that 
they provide a very good education for the children.  
It was seen in Ms. Fulton’s sincere attitude toward 
education, the students’ cheerfulness and liveliness, 
and every teacher’s warmth that we felt during the 
short tour of the school.  I hope Covenant School 
thrives for the better world in the coming years. 

“We have a 
‘Korean Program’ 
in which we host a 
group of students 
from one of the 
schools in Seoul 
every January.”   



Page 8 Page 8 

Fieldtrip to Covenant School 
Continued from page 6 
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Do you have a story, an opinion, a skill you 
want to tell people about, a recipe, a good 
idea, a complaint, or a response to what you 
learned here? 

Share it with others! 

All submissions are considered. You don’t 
have to be part of the Newspaper Class to 
contribute!  

There are still openings in the Newspaper 
Class! Classes meet every Wednesday from 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. and every Friday from 
11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

If interested, call (434)-245-2817, or e-mail: 
Susan.Erno@ccs.k12.va.us. 

To receive the Multi-Cultural Brief, visit our 
new location at 1000 Preston Avenue, Suite 
D. 

Want to Contribute to the  
Multi-Cultural Brief? 

hand voluntarily, and answered appropriately.  In 
Japan, students are so afraid of making mistakes in 
public that they are often reluctant to raise their 
hand. 
 
The next subject was vocabulary.  The teacher asked 
the children to stand in a row in front of the 
whiteboard.  Then she asked each of them to spell 
the word she gave to him/her.  If the child failed to 
spell it correctly, he/she must sit down.  Each of the 
two winners received a candy as a prize. This kind of 
thing seldom happens in Japan because children are 
not allowed to eat snacks at school. 
 
When I visited this classroom prior to this field trip, 
the teacher read aloud the textbook first, and then 
the children took a small test during the time for 
vocabulary. 
 
This way of teaching might sound boring; however, 
the children seemed to be relaxed and to enjoy it.  
There was a pleasant harmony in the classroom.  I 
think one reason is the teacher’s personality, and the 
other reason is that no one is left behind the others.  
In many Japanese elementary schools, one teacher 
must take care of more than 40 students.  It is not 
rare that some are bored and some are struggling in 
the same classroom. 
 
After the class, two of the children were sweet enough 
to show us around the school.  We found small 
rooms for the enrichment classes, rooms for history 
and geography, rooms for mathematics and music, 
and rooms for science besides other grade classrooms.  
In front of one of the science rooms, the science 
teacher stopped us and said, “Be careful.  He is in this 
room.”  To my surprise, a big lizard was hiding under 
the teacher’s desk.  He was as big as a cat!  There were 
also hamsters and rats in some of the rooms.  It 
seemed that the facilities of the school were more 
than enough. 
 
After this short tour, the children went to the 
lunchroom.  In principle, the children bring their 

own lunch.  But they can order pizza, subways, or 
something like that.  The children should not be very 
noisy in the school.  When their chatting voices 
became too noisy, the teacher rang a bell to ask them 
to be quiet.  When a boy was coming into the 
lunchroom, he was making a loud noise stomping his 
feet.  The teacher asked him to go back and come 
here again properly.  He just followed her direction.  I 
was surprised and asked her why he behaved so well.  
She said that she would give him a punishment if he 
didn’t obey her.  “What kind of punishment?” I 
asked.  “I’ll just take his recess away.  He must stay in 
the classroom and watch his friends playing outside.”  
“How cruel it is on such a nice day!” I laughed.  If I 
were a child, I would prefer Covenant School to my 
elementary school in Japan. 



Page 9 Page 9 PAGE 9 MULTI-CULTURAL BRIEF VOLUME 4  ISSUE 3 

University Life 
By Alexandra Mouzet 

On Saturday, April 5, 2003, I went with some friends 
to India Day at the University of Virginia.  The free 
event is organized every year by the Indian students at 
UVA.  There were activities all day, such as the free 
showing of an Indian movie.  But I only went to the 
spectacle in the auditorium, which was so full that 
some people had to stand up for lack of space.  A lot 
of Indian students came, joined by their 
families and friends.  For two hours, we 
saw a remake of an Indian movie 
performed by students.  It was great 
because we could really recognize the 
style of Indian movie with a love story, 
music, and dance.  Do you know that 
India is the largest movie producer in 
the world?  There also was a 
presentation of traditional dances and music.  The 
reactions of the public, who participated a lot, were 
very remarkable. 
 
That kind of event organized by the university rarely 
happens in a French university.  University life is so 
different in my country.  The university is not a place 
where you live but a place where you take your class 
and at the end of it, you leave.  Most of the time, you 
try to concentrate your classes in 3 or 4 days to avoid 
coming back often. 
 
France doesn’t have campuses, or very few.  You 
usually go to the university near your house and live 
with your parents until graduation.  Why? 
 
At the end of high school, every French student has 
to pass the baccalaureate, which is an exam to enter 
the university.  Then you can go to the university 
attached to your high school, except if you choose a 
specific topic which is taught in only a few 
universities or if you have been accepted in a “Grande 
Ecole.”   
 
A lot of students don’t like the university because 
they feel lost and lonely.  Nobody is there to help 
you, especially the professors.  They start teaching on 
time in front of 400 students or more, and they leave 

precisely after one hour.  They don’t have time to 
speak with you, and they seem unavailable.  They are 
too prestigious. 
 
You meet a lot of people, but you speak with them 
once, and then you never see them again because they 
don’t have the same schedule or they don’t come to 

class, or worse, they quit.  Only a few 
people succeed at the university.  Only 
30% of the first year students pass the 
second year. 
 
Personally, I loved my time in university, 
more than in high school.  I was free to 
come or not, to choose my classes and 
schedule.  I met a lot of people, so 

different.  I spent a lot of time in cafes trying to 
improve the world and talking about classes and 
politics. 
 
In summary, in the U.S. you belong to your university 
for life.  You support the team of your university, you 
give money to your university, and you meet the 
students of your class every ten years after your 
graduation. 
 
In France, you don’t even have a party for your 
graduation because nobody graduates at the same 
time.  You never have a party at your university.  And 
you never go back to that place. 

“I suppose the size 
of a country has a 
great influence on 
the character of the 
people who live 
there.” 

April 18, 2003 
Dear Susan (Erno), 
Thank you so much for the invitation to attend your 
pot luck dinner.  Unfortunately, I’m not available on 
the 22nd, but please, when you do this again, let me 
know. 
I especially enjoyed reading the work of your ESL 
students in the Multi--Cultural Brief.  Their stories 
were fascinating; I was greatly inspired by this work. 
Please extend my best wishes to your students. 
Sincerely, 
Rob Schilling 
Charlottesville City Council 
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An Unexpected Encounter 
By Xiaomei Zhu 

A thing impressed me deeply.  I felt the 
kindness of many people in America.   
 
One day, the boss of my husband 
invited our family and Dr. Li to his 
home for dinner.  The weather was 
bad.  Snow had been falling all 
day. The depth of snow was about 
20 cm.  My husband is a new 
driver.  He had learned to drive 
about one month before.  I 
worried about the bad weather 
throughout the dinner.   
 
We left the family at about 10 o’clock.  Dr. Li is 
a proficient driver.  He said we could follow 
him.  The scene was beautiful.  But I could not 
feel the pleasure.  We drove slowly on the road.  
My heart was up and down with the change of 
the road.  Suddenly, I saw Dr. Li’s car skid on 
the road.  The car was lying on its right side.  
The thing we had worried about had occurred.  
We ran over to see what was wrong with Dr. Li.  
It was lucky for us.  He was not hurt.   
 
There were some lights from a big house near 
the accident place.  We walked toward the 

house and knocked at the door.  An elderly lady 
opened the door and let us come in.   
 

The clock chimed eleven times 
after we sat down.  We called the 
police at once.  I had the chance to 
look around the house while we 
waited for the police.   
 
It was a big house.  Two young 
people were watching TV in 
another room.  Sometimes we 

heard a piece of conversation from them.  The 
elderly lady and her husband accompanied us.  
The fire sent light from the fireplace.  An old 
piano stood open in the corner.  There was a 
chessboard on the table.  Everything was 
peaceful.  I grew calm gradually.  My son was 
very tired.  He went to sleep at once.  They gave 
me a blanket  to cover him.  They talked with 
me about their family and comforted me.  A 
warmth covered me, not only in temperature 
but also in feeling. 
 
Two hours later, the tow truck slung Dr. Li’s car 
upright.  We left the kind family.  I felt the 
friendship of the Americans. 

“They talked with me 
about their family and 
comforted me.  A 
warmth covered me, not 
only in temperature but 
also in feeling.” 

• May 5:  Spring Term begins. 
• May 26:  Memorial Day.  No classes. 
• May 30:  Last day to register for Spring Term. 
• June 26:  Last day of Spring Term. 
• Sunday Salsa:  Charlottesville Salsa Club 

(www.cvillesalsaclub.com) sponsors a weekly 
opportunity to learn and practice Salsa and 
other dances in a smoke-free nightclub 
atmosphere.  Special:  Advanced Salsa 
Workshops by Edwin Roa 6:45-7:45, $10.  

Then Edwin will give a beginner’s salsa lesson 
at 8.  Edwin gives a very energetic group session 
that gives you a cardiovascular workout too!  His 
lesson is included with the regular admission 
fee.  DJ’s music begins after the lessons and is 
85% salsa mixed with other Latin styles.  
Complimentary water and sodas.  
The Outback Lodge, 917 Preston Ave. 
8-12:00 p.m. $5.00 (members $3.00). 
979-7211.  Sundaysalsa@cvillesalsaclub.com. 

Calendar News 
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Swedish and Deep Tissue Massage in your home or 
in mine. Call for details. 

Massage @ Home 

J.W. Gordon  

823-6152 

Swaleview@worldnet.att.net 
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ESL Bookmarks Make a Great 
Gift! 

 
ESL Bookmarks are still on sale at the 
Charlottesville Adult Learning Center!  
For only a $5 donation, you can have 14 
unique bookmarks ,  beaut i ful ly 
illustrated and printed by Marjorie 
Sargent and Angela Silverstar.  Each 
bookmark has a phrase written by 
members of the ESL Newspaper Class 
on the importance of writing.  The 
bookmarks provide a wonderful way to 
support Charlottesville Adult Education 
and a great gift for all!  Call (434) 245-
2817. 

During Spring Break, we, the Matsumotos, went 
on a trip to New Orleans in our old Chrysler.  On 
our way back to Charlottesville, we stopped over in 
Mobile, Alabama just because my husband and I 
wanted to eat oysters again, and because our 3-year-
old son needed to let his energy out.  First, we went 
to Winzell’s Oyster House in the downtown and 
ate delicious oysters. 
 
Then, since my son likes any kind of 
transportation, we visited the U.S.S. Alabama 
Battleship Memorial Park for his entertainment.  
In this park we found 23 combat aircraft, some 
tanks, a submarine and a battle ship, all of which 
were called “heroes” in the brochure.  Many 
families with young children were visiting there 
besides us.  As the battle ship is open to the public, 
we got on it.   
 
There were some machine guns on the deck.  Some 
boys were taking pictures cheerfully in front of a 

On the Battle Ship 
By Kazue Matsumoto 

gun.  After the boys left, my husband and I took 
turns aiming the machine gun at the sky.  I pictured 
that combat aircraft were attacking us.  It was so 
scary that I could hardly stand it.  “Let’s stop this,” 
my husband said. 
 
In the cabin, there were some exhibits about World 
War II.  I stopped in front  of the exhibit about 
Kamikaze, Japanese suicide attackers.  It said how 
many American soldiers were killed or injured by 
their attacks, but didn’t say anything about how 
many Japanese were killed.  Things are similar in 
Japan.  People are not apt to think about how many 
foreigners died. 
 
However, I thought we should sum up the number 
of all people who were killed by wars.  No matter 
where they came from, they were all victims.  Each 
of them must have had his/her family.  We should 
think about their families’ grief. 
 
Because I am originally from Hiroshima in Japan, I 
have been taught about the tragedy brought by wars.  
On the battle ship U.S.S. Alabama, I wanted to 
believe that there would be no more war in the 
world. 
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