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Charlottesvi l le  City  Schools  
Adult  Engl ish as  a  Second Language Program 

On January 8, 2002 during the School 
Board Meeting for Charlottesville City 
Schools, it was proposed that a cut of 
$105,000 be made to the Charlottesville 
Adult Education Program.   
 
What does this mean?  Such 
a big cut would have re-
duced our local budget to 
$20,000, and that 
would have forced the 
Charlottesville Adult Edu-
cation Program to cut all the 
ESL classes and Contract Work-
place classes, leaving only a few night 
classes for the ABE/GED programs. 
 
We are not commenting on the motiva-
tions that forced the School Board 
members to propose such a big cut, and 

we do understand that the money is 
slimming down while bills are in-
creasing, but we all know how impor-
tant our program is.  So, the follow-
ing Thursday, on January 17th, when 

the School Board met again 
to decide our future, we 

were there. 
 

We met at Jefferson 
School and drove to Char-

lottesville High School 
where the meeting was held.  

This time we were really  emotion-
ally involved because our program’s 
future was in jeopardy.  We were so 
many, and standing in front of the 
nine members of the School Board 
wasn’t easy, but some of us decided 
Continued on page 13 

  

  

  

  

School Board Meeting 
By  Vijayalakshmi Masilamani 

On the evening of January 17, 2002, 
we the students of the Newspaper 
Class under the Charlottesville Adult 
Education Program attended the Char-
lottesville City School Board Meeting.   
 
We assembled first at the Jefferson 
School at about 6:30 p.m.  ESL teach-
ers Shelley Staples, 
Renae Townsend, and 
Patsy Child, left for the 
School Board Meeting at 
Charlottesville High School with their 

students ahead of us.   
 
Leslie Furlong, teacher of the Newspa-
per class, greeted us with great pleas-
ure.  She introduced us to Jim Gordon, 
who is one of the best teachers of the 
s c h o o l .  He gave us an idea of 

how to get to the 
high school and drew 

the directions on the 
board for us to reach 
the place without any 

difficulty.  Continued on page 3 

Our Program Is in Jeopardy! 
By Laura Cafagna 
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The following are excerpts from an address to the 
Charlottesville City School Board on January 17, 
2002. 
 
Thomas Jefferson would have been pleased that a 
school that bears his name is home to adult education.  
Recently, I have noticed that the news media has be-
gun to realize and acknowledge adults, particularly the 
English Language classes, in its articles on the fate of 
the building. 
 
I want to respectfully call to your at-
tention the larger adult education popu-
lation.  Last year we served over 600 
adults in basic skills, GED, English 
Language, and workplace skills 
classes.  The English Language popu-
lation is large, but it’s only half of our 
total enrollment. 
 
In addition to English, adults in large 
numbers come to Jefferson to brush up on basic skills, 
prepare for the GED, and learn computer skills.  We 
have one dedicated classroom, partial use of 3 addi-
tional classrooms, plus a computer lab, and, occasion-
ally, use of the stage and library for classes. 
 
Jefferson is an ideal location for the adult education 
program because it is central, easily accessible by bus 
and by foot, as some students have no cars.  It is 
widely known to the community as a good place to 
learn.  It seems that all roads lead to Jefferson for life-
long learning. 
 
I don’t pretend to understand all the complexities of 
the dilemma of this building.  I know that it has been a 
comfortable home for the past 3 years — drafty win-
dows, unreliable cooling, and all.  We’re happy in Jef-
ferson School (we don’t refer to it as a preschool be-
cause it is so much more).  At the same time, adult 
education has always been a resilient, nomadic pro-
gram.  I am confident that we can find other space in 
the city to meet the growing needs of our community.   
 
In a second matter, you have recently received infor-
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Jefferson School and the Value of Adult Education 
By Susan Erno 

mation concerning the proposed school budget 
which includes a reduction in adult education fund-
ing.  I am grateful that the administration has been 
open and accessible in their discussion concerning 
the adult education budget.  We share a common be-
lief that adult education is important and that there is 
currently a quality adult education program in Char-
lottesville. 
 
I’d like to remind the Board of a few facts: 

• Last year, 600 adults were 
served.  It sounds like a large num-
ber, but when you compare it to the 
number of adults without a high 
school diploma — over 6,400 in 
Charlottesville — we’re barely 
making a dent. 
• The number of adults in need of 
English is not known.  For many, 
learning to speak English is a sur-
vival skill.  They need to be able to 

communicate, to understand the American cul-
ture, to find and keep work to support their fami-
lies. 

• The single best predictor of educational success 
for a child?  The educational level of the mother. 
Adult education helps children succeed.  Re-
member the demographics of our students — the 
largest ethnicity is African American, the largest 
age group is 25-44, parents and future parents. 

• The child of a parent who does not have a high 
school diploma and is unemployed is 5 times as 
likely to drop out of school before graduation.  
The reverse must be equally true, if we educate 
parents, the children are 5 times more likely to 
stay in school and graduate. 

 
I believe that adult education is an excellent invest-
ment that you can’t afford to drastically alter.  There 
is an excellent staff of teachers doing a fantastic job 
in a field where job security is non-existent and 
benefits are rarely mentioned.  The Charlottesville 
community deserves the best we can offer, not the 
minimum we have to provide. 

 

“No nation can 
be both illiterate 
and free.” 
 

Thomas Jefferson 
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In four cars we drove together to Charlottesville High 
School.  We reached the school by 7:05 p.m.  The 
meeting hall was filled with many people, and it was 
arranged in a semi-circle.  The Superintendent, Dr. 
Symons, the Chairperson, Mr. Merriwether, and the 
other members of the School Board were seated fac-
ing the audience and the dais. 
 
As soon as we got there, we were asked to enroll our 
names for the quick delivery of our speech.  Four of 
us from the Newspaper class enrolled our names.  
Then, we were seated. 
 
At about 7:45, the meeting began after 
we gave our respect to the American 
National Flag.  We all took the Flag 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The chairman presented the agenda for 
the day.  Then he called the names of the 
speakers one by one to deliver their 
speech regarding the need and importance of the 
Adult Education Program and the Jefferson pre-
school. 
 
First, a French-speaking gentleman from Togo, 
Dogble Victor Kossi, II,  came to the mike, and with 
a little knowledge of English he talked about his ex-
perience and said that without the ESL Program, he 
could not have learned English.  Second, Hassan As-
wadi from Afghanistan spoke about the need for spo-
ken English. 
 
Third, our Tibetan friend from the Newspaper class, 
Gyaltsen Sangpo, with great courage and an appeal-
ing smile, talked about the importance of English.  He 
said that without the language he could not live in 
this country like a dumb person using his fingers to 
point out things that he wants when he goes shop-
ping.  He requested that the school board not kill the 
ESL Program. 
 
Fourth, Jean Ross, a teacher in the GED Program, 
read a speech written by Crysta Sites, now an admin-
istrative assistant in the Adult Education Program.  
Crysta wrote that she is very grateful for the opportu-
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School Board Meeting 
Continued from page 1 

nity to receive her GED and find a good job. 
 
The next turn was mine.  I was called.  Getting en-
couragement from my son, I went to the mike.  I 
spoke as follows: 
 
Hello and good evening, everybody.  I am Viji from 
India.  I am very happy to be here in front of you — 
the elite people. For learning there is no age limit.  
Every one of us is learning day by day.  Not only the 
children but also the adults have to improve their lan-
guage.  Here, I have to say my feelings. 
 
The United States of America is very generous to in-
vite people from almost all parts of the world.  There 

are many kinds of immigrants.  The 
only language which makes them come 
closer is English.  English is the me-
dium of speech for all interactions.  So, 
it is very important to learn English for 
everybody.  Especially for the adults 
who have come here for many reasons.  
When they learn better English, they 
can do anything; they can achieve 

whatever they want to do.  Moreover, the adults can 
teach their children well and shape them well to min-
gle with the other native English-speaking people and 
the American children. 
 
We, the immigrants, find it very important, and we 
feel that this is a valuable opportunity for us to learn 
English well through ESL classes.  The adult educa-
tion program is very essential for the welfare of this 
country. 
 
Here in America, people want to live independently.  
They have to do all the work, from buying milk to 
filling up the gas, etc., independently.  For this inde-
pendence, everybody has to speak clear and correct 
English with correct pronunciation, accent, and stress.  
So, the ESL Program is very essential. 
 
Hence, I request that the Superintendent, Chairper-
son, and the other school board members extend their 
hands to continue these adult education and pre-
school programs, including the ESL classes. 
 
Thank you. 
Continued on page 4 

“There are many 
kinds of immigrants.  
The only language 
which makes them 
come closer is Eng-
lish.” 
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School Board Meeting 
Continued from page 3 

Then, Will Johnson, a tall older gentleman, came run-
ning to the mike and with great courage began his 
speech, saying that he was born on the Eve of Christ-
mas and studied at Jefferson School.  He praised Jef-
ferson School.  He talked highly about the black chil-
dren who have achieved great positions, and he as-
sured the School Board that if they are given the op-
portunity to get good education through the school, 
then they can do better. 
 
Next, Nancy O’Brien, a member of Citizens for Jef-
ferson School, spoke passionately about the need to 
keep Jefferson School as an educational institution 
and the need for a centralized pre-school.  She is a 
grandma and talked about her grandchildren, and she 
emphasized that the pre-school is very essential for 

the welfare of future generations. 
 
Kathy Galvin, for her part, wanted the 
School Board to concentrate on gram-
mar and oral education for the chil-
dren. 
 
Next, Clarence Jones requested that 
Jefferson School be a landmark honor-
ing the African American teachers that 
offered a beacon of hope during a dark 

time in Charlottesville’s history. 
 
Many people urged the board to keep Jefferson 
School well and to renovate the school building.  
There are many varieties of color and varieties of lan-
guage students studying in the school who are getting 
a good education.  So, they said that the school must 
continue to do its function as an educational institu-
tion. 
 
After hearing the speeches, the Chairman thanked 
everyone.  Then, Dr. Symons gave his thought-
provoking speech.  He said that since the September 
11th attack, the economy is not in as good condition 
as it was before.  So, he said that they have no money 
to maintain or to renovate the Jefferson School build-
ing.  Also, there is a proposed deduction in the budget 
for the allotment of the ESL Program. 
 
Edward Gillaspie then spoke about budget con-
straints. He said that all medical insurance has gone 
Continued on page 12 

I felt really very happy that I had done something 
good. 
 
Fifth, our Chinese friend from the Newspaper class, 
Qi Mei Ran, described how she has benefited from 
the ESL classes. She spoke with a smiling face.  
Then, Edna O’Brien talked about the Adult Education 
Program.  Next, our friend from China, Qiong Qin, 
also from the Newspaper class, talked about the im-
portance of English classes in saving her life. 
 
Many people from Jefferson School talked about Jef-
ferson School’s problems.  In particular, Susan Erno, 
Program Director for Adult Education, 
spoke. From her speech we could un-
derstand that the number of students, 
both adults and children, who are learn-
ing not only English but also learning 
computer and other sciences, is increas-
ing day by day.  In the year 2001, the 
number of adults in the Charlottesville 
Adult Education Program was about 
600.  We came to know that the Jeffer-
son School is like a comfortable home 
for the adults, and it heals the pains of their igno-
rance. 
 
Next, Peggy Westfall spoke about the importance of 
the Jefferson pre-school, and Jacky Brien, of Partner-
ship for Children, spoke about the importance of a 
centralized pre-school program, which Jefferson 
School currently offers. 
 
Some of the speakers talked about the budget reduc-
tions, and some discussed the quality of adult educa-
tion and the real skills of the people.  One of the 
members of the School Board stated that she appreci-
ated the teachers’ skill in providing students with 
such good educational opportunities. 
 
One handicapped lady by the name of Debbie 
Mawyer with great enthusiasm came to the mike and 
spoke about how inspired she was by the adult educa-
tion students.  She is now a volunteer for GED 
classes.  She requested the School Board continue the 
Adult Education Program.  

“In the year 2001,  
the number of 
adults in the Char-
lottesville Adult 
Education Program 
was about 600.” 
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Adult Education Students Speak to School Board 

The following are speeches and letters students in 
Charlottesville’s Adult Education Program wrote to 
the Charlottesville City School Board for the meet-
ing on January 17, 2002: 
 
Good evening, every one!  I am a student of ESL 
classes.  I arrived in Charlottesville on Thanksgiv-
ing Day of last year.  My husband works as a re-
searcher at the University of Virginia.  He is very 
busy, so I felt very bored to stay at home all day 
long.  I wanted to go out, but people didn’t under-
stand me because I had a big problem with my 
English.  You can believe that my only one great 
wish was to speak English well. 
 
At Jefferson School, I learn English 
from teachers and my classmates.  
But the class is not only for studying 
language.  We share our experiences 
in the class.  We make or meet 
friends from different countries 
there.  We discuss many problems 
only in English.  It is fun.  When we 
understand each other, we can go without a 
“translator.” 
 
I’m so happy now thanks to ESL classes at Jeffer-
son School.  I think I need ESL classes very much.  
Please save the Adult Education Program!  Thank 
you. 

Qi Mei Ran, China 
 

The ESL class saved my life! 
 
Yes, before I came to Jefferson School, my English 
was poor.  I couldn’t listen and speak, so I couldn’t 
do anything.  I only stayed home every day.  I was 
afraid to go out alone.  Day by day, I was like a tor-
toise.  I hid myself in a shell.  Everybody worried 
about me, but nobody could help me.  I disap-
pointed myself.  Even I wanted to go back to my 
country.  There, I can do anything I want although I 
have to leave my husband here. 
 
Happily, I found Jefferson School, the ESL class.  
Here I said the first sentence in English in my life.  

When I couldn’t express my meaning in English, I felt 
sad and depressed.  My teacher always gave me an 
encouraging and soft smile.  On, she never knew what 
is the meaning for me.  It lit all my life! 
 
After only three months, the ESL class makes my 
English be strong and gives my life to come back.  
These days, the ESL class and I together challenge the 
English.  It will be the most unforgettable and the 
most treasured time in my life. 
 
I believe the people who come from other countries 
still need the ESL class to help them.  Not only now, 
but also in the future. 

 
Please save the ESL class!  Save our 
life!  Please!!! 
 
I’m so sorry.  I know I have made mis-
takes.  I hope everybody can under-
stand me. 

Qiong Qin, China 
 

When I came here for the first time, I didn’t know 
what I can do for my English.  I heard from my 
neighbor about Jefferson School. 
 
I think Jefferson School is a community school.  We 
don’t just study English.  We learn about the culture 
of America.  We learn about the culture of various 
countries. 
 
Who takes care of our children?  It is Jefferson 
School!  Children want to play at Jefferson School!   
 
Don’t threaten the passion willing to learn English! 

Mi Ji Lee, Korea 
 

I speak only Bosnian, so in order to find a job or go to 
school I have to speak at least some English. 

Selmo Dudevic, Bosnia 
 
The ESL Program is important to me because it helps 
me to be in communication with the community, per-
mits my children to continue their study at college in  
Continued on page 6 

“Day by day, I was like a tor-
toise.  I hid myself in a shell.  
Everybody worried about 
me, but nobody could help 
me.  I disappointed myself.” 

Qiong Qin 
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the future, and will make easier my work for me when 
I will start it soon. 

Patience Agbati, Togo 
 

Charlottesville is a beautiful, wonderful, peaceful, and 
international city.  There are many foreigners in this 
city.  That’s why Charlottesville became more power-
ful than other towns.  Don’t you think that it’s impor-
tant for Charlottesville to save the ESL Program? 

Kazue Matsumoto, Japan 
 

I was very much surprised to hear that the City of 
Charlottesville is planning to cut down 
almost 80% of the budget for adult edu-
cation.  I am a mother of a one-and-a-
half year old son.  I and my son attend 
the Even Start Program and ESL classes.  
Those programs are very helpful for us 
as well as for many other foreigners or 
parents living in Charlottesville.  Why 
are you going to take away these oppor-
tunities without any clear explanation? 

Akiko Fugita, Japan 
 

Before I began ESL class in Jefferson School, I under-
stood little English, but with the class I learned every 
day many matters.  It has helped me to do my life bet-
ter because I can communicate my ideas.  I hope the 
class does not end. 

Marcela Estay, Chile 
 

There is not other ESL class that I can have lessons 
with my baby.  Please don’t leave us!  Without your 
assistance, we can’t speak English well forever!  I 
want to make more friends.  I want to read English 
newspapers a lot.  I want to talk with you with respect-
able English.  It is my heart’s desire. 

Kumiko Hirosawa, Japan 
 
Taking ESL classes is the most important thing for me 
to improve my English.  This is something I need to 
communicate with people and improve my thoughts 
and feelings.  How would you feel in a country not 
knowing the language and not being able to talk? 

Daniela Weberling, Germany 
 

ESL is a school for adults who are coming to Char-
lottesville from all over the world.  Now there are 
many people from Asia.  These young women want 
to study at UVA in Charlottesville.  But they don’t 
speak English very well.  So they come to ESL. 
class.  ESL class has excellent teachers and books.  
There is very important thing, too, that they receive 
there — a lot of the way of life in the U.S. 

Aleksandar Polzovic, Yugoslavia 
 

I think ESL class is very important.  When I am first 
time come to this class, I can’t speak English well.  
Now, I improve my English.  This class helps me a 
lot.  Also, our teacher is very good.  I like my teacher 

and my class. 
Jasmine Duckworth, Tibet 

 
I’m a three-year-old girl’s mom.  I’ve 
been here almost three years, but I did-
n’t take any ESL class because of my 
daughter.  Now she is going to pre-
school.  I really need to take ESL 
class.  When she finished school, I 
wanted to ask many things to my 
teacher, but I can’t.  I feel very silly.  

That’s why I really need this ESL class. 
Heeyoung Lim, Korea 

 
ESL class is very important for foreign people, in-
cluding me.  I came here two years ago.  Before, I 
couldn’t speak and understand English.  The ESL 
class and teachers give me life.  I want to continue to 
study English. 

Shi Ping Peng, China 
 

I think people from all the countries in the world 
want to learn English, and they would like to speak 
English, so they need English teachers, and it is not 
possible for English teachers from the U.S. to go to 
all of the countries, so many people from the world 
now have money come to the U.S. for learning Eng-
lish, and, when they learn, they will come back to 
their country, and they will teach other. 
 
I think the ESL classes are most important for the 
U.S. because when people come here, they will know 
the American culture and language.  After that, they 
will teach them to other people in their own country.  
Continued on page 7 

Adult Education Students Speak to the School Board 
Continued from page 5 
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“My son has a lot of 
questions with his sub-
jects at school and I 
can’t  help him with the 
answers because English 
is my second language.” 

Hassan Aswadi 
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Adult Education Students Speak to the School Board 
Continued from page 6 

So in my guess, it is not so most people in the world 
will talk English in their hometown.  So if the gov-
ernment of the U.S. takes more money for the ESL 
classes, it will be good for the U.S. 

Reshad Khaterzai, Afghanistan 
 

It’s important to speak English for me because I am 
living in the U.S.  Before I study English in ESL, I 
didn’t communicate with anyone. Now, I’m getting 
better.  I hope that my speaking improves.  So I want 
to continue to study in ESL class. 

Mi Ok Im, Korea 
 
I think I need to say thanks for my Eng-
lish class, my English teacher.  I’m 
from China.  I have been here 6 months.  
Before I go to this class, I can’t do any-
thing, but now I can do something for 
my life.  I can say my life is begun in 
the ESL class. 

Yanan Yuan, China 
 

I am a new student of the ESL Newspa-
per Class; last Wednesday, January 30, 2002, was my 
first time to be there.  I am a new person to Char-
lottesville, too; I came here on November 23, 2001. 
 
As a foreigner coming from a non-English speaking 
country, I had no idea about how to improve my Eng-
lish, as my husband and most of our friends speak our 
own language.  To buy food, do laundry, call the 
bank, make a train ticket reservation, write to the U.S. 
Immigration and Naturalization Service… most of 
our simple daily routine turns out to be a big head-
ache due to language obstacles.  I felt helpless. 
 
Moreover, as a foreigner, I found my life here a 
lonely and boring one as I lost my traditional home 
country culture and had no way to know the U.S. cul-
tures.  These were the gloomiest days I have ever ex-
perienced. 
 
I felt sad until the day I went to the Newspaper class.  
There were so many students who came from differ-
ent countries learning English together, and there was 
a wonderful teacher who gave us rich knowledge.  

Improving the ability to write in English, I am no 
longer helpless and lonesome as I find a way to ex-
press myself as well as a path to understand this 
strange land. 
 
But, on my first day of school, I learned that our 
Newspaper class might be cut due to limited ESL 
funding.  What sad news!  It was as if the path I just 
found was only an illusion.  Without this class, we 
foreigners can not do better with our English learn-
ing.  Without English, we can not do better handling 
our daily work. I understand there must be reason if 
you finally have the class cut.  However, with a 
learning desire from the bottom of my heart, I wish 

you could take our request into consid-
eration.  Thank you for your time. 

Lubo Li, China 
 
The English language is my second 
language.  So, I can’t speak like an 
American.  My son has a lot of ques-
tions with his subjects at school, and I 
can’t help him with the answers be-
cause English is my second language.  
Another side is that I have 15 years 
experience with my job; with the cur-

rent level of English that I have I can’t use my ex-
periences.  However, now that we are part of the 
Charlottesville community, I hope some day to learn 
English well enough to give my talents/experiences, 
so it is the responsibility of the City of Charlottes-
ville to help people like us, and we hope you will 
help us more than before. 

Hassan Aswadi, Afghanistan 
 

My second language is very important for my work. 
Herminio Lopez, Mexico 

 
My second language is very important for my work 
and I need more communication. 

Juan Manuel Lopez , Mexico 
 

The English language is very important for me so 
that I can work and be part of the community.  I’d 
like to speak English better so I can help this com-
munity also.  Thank you. 

Jung Dang, Burma 
 
Continued on Page 8 

“I come from Tibet as a 
refugee.  A boy who is 
seeking the right to live 
freely and who has many 
stories to tell you about 
suffering under the Chi-
nese occupation of my 
country.” 

Gyaltsen Sangpo 
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The ESL Program is important to me because the sec-
ond language is important step for my life to become 
a citizen and have a good job.  So ESL class is very 
important for me.  I hope one day that I become a 
good English speaker so that language class is impor-
tant for the community and me. 

Pungzi Ram Thingkang, Burma 
 

My job is plumber.  The ESL Program is important 
for my job and so I can help my children. 

Cuajhtemoc Jara, Mexico 
 

I come from Tibet as a refugee.  A boy 
who is seeking the right to live freely and 
who has many stories to tell you about 
suffering under the Chinese occupation of 
my country.  My new friends come from 
different corners of the world. We all 
speak different languages, and maybe we 
are different cultures.  Anyway, I can see 
from their eyes and through their actions that they 
have many stories and questions to ask. 
 
We only have one choice, which is to study English 
and to communicate and to share our feelings through 
the language. 
 
I am going to stay in Charlottesville.  The ESL Pro-
gram is very important to me.  When I first came 
here, my employers asked me, “Do you speak Eng-
lish well?”  I would have liked to say, “Yes,” but I 
feel like have so much more to learn. 
 
I must continue to study, and for this reason, the ESL 
Program is very important to me! 

Gyaltsen Sangpo, Tibet 
 

The ESL Program is very important to me because it 
is the only way I believe I can be more successful in 
the U.S.  As young as I am and coming from a 
French-speaking country, it was very difficult for me 
to speak English in spite of some English courses that 
I took at school where I come from.  Learning Eng-
lish is the only way I can succeed with my life, like I 
said, because I have to continue my studies, get a pro-
fession which will permit me to have a good job and 
make my life better.  And ESL is the only way I can 

continue my life in this country as I did in my 
French country.  This program is very important for 
me.  And also, ESL makes my work easier.  I’ll be 
very mad if I have to be like some foreign people 
who don’t take ESL courses and have to communi-
cate with their co-workers with signs as deaf and 
mute people. 

Ehonam M. Agbati, Togo 
 

The ESL Program is helping me to listen to English, 
understand it, write and communicate with others 
better.  I need it to be able to attend a school to train 
as a Primary teacher.  I want to teach others; to be 
useful for this community in the future.  I was a 

French Primary teacher in my country.  
ESL is very important for my life in 
Charlottesville and  the U.S. 

Alemawo Amavi Enyonam, Togo 
 

ESL is important to me because I want to 
learn ESL, and it is better for my job be-
cause I need to speak English to commu-

nicate with the customers. 
Hamdi Nasser Camacho, Spain 

 
As a person from a French-speaking country, I don’t 
know how I would be able to communicate with 
people in the community if I couldn’t speak the Eng-
lish language.  If I can’t learn English, it means that 
I am condemned to continue my life with an entry-
level job without any hope of pushing forward in the 
future. 
 
Cutting ESL is very bad.  Once again, cutting the 
ESL classes will force people like us to leave the 
City of Charlottesville for another city where we can 
learn English language. 
 
In conclusion, I would not like to be in the United 
States of America as a second-rate citizen with the 
little knowledge I had in my French-speaking coun-
try.  I want to be somebody here and want to work 
towards a better  future.  So please, please don’t kill 
our ESL. 

Victor Kossi Dogble II, Togo 
 

The ESL Program helps me to have discussions with 
people and to move up in my job.  If you cannot 
Continued on page 9 

“I want to be some-
body here and want to 
work towards a better  
future.” 
Victor Kossi Dogble II 



Page 9 Page 9 PAGE 9 MULTI-CULTURAL BRIEF VOLUME 3 ISSUE 4 

continue this program, I could possibly leave Char-
lottesville and go to another state.  ESL is helping me 
to accomplish my future goals of being a secretary.  
When I cannot speak well, how can I give back to the 
community?  With ESL I can become a better citizen. 

Akouri Cherita Cibeblewou, Togo 
 

The ESL Program is important for me to read, learn, 
speak, and communicate.  I want to continue to study 
at college.  I need English to understand what my su-
pervisor or my manager is telling me to do and to ex-
plain to him my ideas and responses. 

Akpedzene Agbati, Togo 
 

The ESL Program is important to me 
to perfect my writing, reading, speak-
ing of the English language and to go 
to college or university in the future.  
ESL also helps me to communicate 
with my supervisor and with my co-
workers at my job. 

Agbati Koffi Leopold, Togo 
 

I’d like to understand the American life 
and American people.  The language is very impor-
tant.  It may be better to say it this way, but learning 
English language is only a small part of what is impor-
tant thoughtful and understand the problems of each 
other. 
 
I’m a teacher, and for my work it is very important to 
me that I perfect the American English language that I 
use.  And ESL helps me at my work, and it helps my 
students, too.  ESL is a very important program for 
foreigners and for the citizens of this city, too.  The 
continuation of this is very important for the people of 
this city, too, because we give back to the community 
by being good hard-working people.  

Elizabeth Tarodine, Hungary 
 

Thank you and all Board members for Adult Educa-
tion.  We all need this, especially the ones not edu-
cated.  I think it would be wrong to cut adult education 
out. 
 
I dropped out of school in the eighth grade and would 
like to get my GED.  I am 58 years old.  It is hard for 

me to get math, so please find it in your heart to 
keep the Adult Education Program going. 

Phyllis Gibson, GED student 
 

First of all, it is a great opportunity to get a chance to 
express my thoughts on the adult education program.  
I would like to thank the School Board for giving me 
the chance to go to school. 
 
My name is Lobsang Jigme and I am Tibetan.  A 
few years ago, I came over to the U.S.A., and at that 
time every single step that I took was completely 
new to me. It was really hard to live in a society with 
a different language and a different culture.  But, as 

the time passed, I enrolled in the 
Adult Education Program. Since 
then, everything has changed in my 
life.  I have learned the language, I 
have learned the culture, and I have 
learned the way people live in this 
country. 
 
It is one of the most important and  
most helpful programs through 
which we rebuild and reshape our 
lives by educating with the help of 
our wonderful teachers.  Thanks for 

every thing that the School Board has done for us. 
Lobsang Jigme, Tibet, GED 

 
Hello.  I am a student in the Adult Education GED 
program.  I would like to thank the School Board for 
this program.  The Adult Education classes have 
helped me a lot.  I don’t come from here so I found it 
difficult to read and write in English when I started 
taking the classes.   
 
Now I can read well.  So I wanted to thank the 
School Board again for opening the doors for those 
who don’t know. 

Betty Antwi, Ghana, GED student 
 

I am a student of Adult Education at MACAA.  I am 
a laid off worker from Comdial after working there 
for 23 years.  I feel I really need this program.  You 
see, I need to go to work and I can’t do that without 
getting a GED.  So I would like to ask you to please 
vote to keep this program.  I know it will help many 
Continued on page 10 

Adult Education Students Speak to the School Board 
Continued from page 7 

“If we didn’t have peo-
ple like you we would 
not stand a chance in 
the world today.  You 
have given us a chance 
for a better future.” 

Louis Anderson 
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others, too.  Thank you for this program and all the 
other Adult Education Programs, for example, the 
computer classes. 

Lillian Jackson, GED student 
 

I am writing you to thank you for giving me the 
chance to go back to school.  If we didn’t have people 
like you, we would not stand a chance in the world 
today.  You have given us a chance for a better future.  
It makes me feel proud to know that somebody 
thought about me and others like me, people who had 
good jobs and lost them.  Some of us never finished 
high school because we had to go to 
work.  Every factory I have worked in the 
last 20 years has closed.  The last factory 
I worked at was ConAgra Frozen Foods.  
I thought I would retire wrong.  Some-
times, things happen for a good reason.  
Anyway, this was a chance for me to go 
back to school.  I never would have 
thought a GED could mean so much to 
me.  It can open up a lot of doors.  And if 
you have kids going to school, they are 
going to follow your lead.  If a parent goes back to 
school, that means he is improving  his future.  His 
kids’ future depends on his future. 
 
If we didn’t have people like you who thought of oth-
ers with less education, this would be a sad world.  So 
I take off my hat to you.  And thank you for all the 
work you have put into the Adult Education system. 

Louis Anderson, GED student 
 

It has taken great courage for me to be able to attend 
school again.  I didn’t take advantage of getting my 
education when I could have.  My life has been hard 
because of that fact.   
 
I would like to thank you for the opportunity to be able 
to correct my mistake and to take full advantage of 
GED classes. 

Cynthia Napier, GED student 
 

Personally, I would like to thank the Charlottesville 
City Schools for providing the Adult Education Pro-
gram.  It is such an essential program for us. 

Adult Education Students Speak to the School Board 
Continued from page 9 

 
The GED classes help us to be self-sufficient so 
that we can help ourselves and others. 
 
I’m from Afghanistan.  I dropped out of high school 
because of war in my country, but as soon as I 
heard about GED classes, I thought someone had 
given me the whole world.  I know there is a better 
future ahead of me, and I am working hard to 
achieve my goals. 

Shaima Osmanzada, Afghanistan, GED student 
 

Hello and thank you for your time and listening ear.  
I have lived in Charlottesville for most of my life.  I 

am a 24-year-old single parent who 
recently graduated from Charlottes-
ville High School with a GED di-
ploma.   
 
I am currently taking classes through 
Adult Education and would like to 
take more in the near future.  I at-
tended the Even Start/Adult Education 
Program at the Jefferson pre-school 
for more than a year.  While I was in 

the Even Start Program, I got a chance to observe 
the Jefferson pre-school program  as well as the 
ESL Program.  I feel that all of these programs are 
very essential, and I know that there are many peo-
ple like myself who would like to see these pro-
grams continue for years to come.  I don’t know 
where I would  be now if there were not any of 
these programs available.   
 
Because of these programs I now have a wonderful 
career as an administrative assistant, and I am also a 
sales associate part-time.  I now have a resume, and 
I am almost off welfare.  Please take into considera-
tion that there are people out there like myself who 
are trying to make it in today’s society.  Please con-
sider the lives that will be affected if these pro-
grams are no longer in reach before you make your 
final decision of closing them down. 
 
Once again, thank you for your time and listening 
ears. 

Crysta C. Sites,  GED graduate 

“I dropped out of high 
school because of war in 
my country. But as 
soon as I heard about 
GED classes, I thought 
someone had given me 
the whole world.” 

Shaima Osmanzada 
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Teachers Speak on Behalf of Adult Education 

Many students come through the doors of our Adult 
Education classrooms.  I’m privileged to work with 
those students who have as their goal to pass the of-
ficial GED test and receive their GED high school 
equivalency diploma.  They are different ages, and 
they come from different backgrounds with different 
life experiences.  Many come because they want to; 
some come because the courts have told them to.  
For many, the Adult Education GED classes open up 
new worlds of learning.  For some, the classes are 
their last resort; they have no where else to go, noth-
ing else to try.  But all come with the expectation 
that they have the opportunity to come. 
Can we leave them behind?   

Jean Ross, GED instructor 
 

Training in English as a Second Lan-
guage provides the recent immigrant 
with the essential tool for integrating 
into mainstream society.  Using the 
communication skills learned in the 
ESL classroom, the individual can be-
come part of the group — society.  Everything from 
making new friends to getting a job requires basic 
skills in language and culture.  The ESL classroom is 
a safe, comfortable place where newcomers to the 
United States can learn these necessary skills for cre-
ating their new lives. 

James Gordon, ESL instructor 
 

I am an ESL teacher for ESL Intermediate Adult 
Education.  I would like to thank you for receiving 
my students and allowing them to voice their opin-
ions during the January 17th School Board Meeting.  
I was informed recently that the alternative proposal 
submitted to the School Board Meeting may be ac-
cepted, and that our ESL classes will most likely 
continue in the upcoming fiscal year.  I want to 
thank you for considering this alternative proposal. 
 
This is my first year teaching ESL.  In the past, I 
have taught Spanish at a private middle school.  De-
spite the small amount of time I have been an ESL 
teacher, I have become passionate about my job.  
This passion, however, was not brought about by 
anything I’ve done as a teacher.  My enthusiasm and 
motivation is a result of my students; it is a result of 

the ambition and willingness shown by my students 
in learning English, and their thankfulness for every 
service rendered.  My students are hard working, 
decent people and are assets to our community.  
They have a strong determination to improve their 
lives and to obtain a higher education. 
 
In my opinion, teaching ESL is so much more than 
just a language class.  It is an opportunity to wel-
come people from all over the world into our com-
munity and to teach them to become active, invalu-
able citizens.  As a teacher in the Charlottesville 

community, I consider it a privilege to 
teach these students English.  For this 
reason, I thank you for continuing the 
Charlottesville City Schools Adult 
Education Program. 

Renae Townsend, ESL instructor 
 

The Charlottesville Adult Education 
Program is doing remarkable things 
contributing to the well-being and 

healthy cultural diversity of the entire Charlottesville 
community.  It is doing so on a bare-bones budget.  
There is little if any room to pare back more without 
endangering the quality of what has taken so long to 
build.  Cutting its budget by $105,000 would effec-
tively truncate the program.   
 
The long-term cost of not maintaining this program 
outweighs any ongoing investment.  Being able to 
communicate well enough to contribute to the work-
force, to shop and participate in the economy, to stay 
out of prison, to be able to navigate the health care 
system and  practice preventative health care, are all 
ways directly addressing our population’s needs 
helps Charlottesville sooner rather than later.   
 
Students in my classes have told me that before they 
came to Jefferson School, they spent their entire 
days in their apartments, too afraid to walk outside, 
to take a bus, or go shopping on their own.  One 
woman told me that she has been designated by her 
family to learn English while the rest of the adults in 
the family work to maintain the family business.  
Continued on page 12 
This means that every time there is any kind of 

“Training in English as 
a Second Language pro-
vides the recent immi-
grant with the essential 
tool for integrating into 
mainstream society.” 

James Gordon 
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The Multicultural Brief is an ESL newsletter created 
by students who want to improve their English and is 
produced as part of a newspaper class offered through 
the Charlottesville Adult Education program.  Its pur-
pose is to provide students with an opportunity to 
• share their experiences of being from another 

country 
• offer multicultural perspectives on life in Char-

lottesville 
• help inform people who are new to Charlottesville 

of issues and opportunities around town 
• build a bridge of communication between the ESL 

population and Americans living in the Charlottes-
ville community. 

Mission Statement 

Teachers Speak on Behalf of Adult Education 
Continued from page 10 
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emergency, she has to have the skills to deal with 
equipment repairs, bank services, medical care, the 
police when her home was vandalized, legal issues, 
parent/teacher conferences, her husband’s untimely 
illness and death in a new culture, as well as coping 
with her son who is just entering puberty.   
 
There are countless stories like these that each one 
of us could share.  When members of our commu-
nity are not able to resolve these challenges effec-
tively, the cost to the community both in terms of 
financial burden, misunderstandings, and emotional 
burnout is enormous.  Family literacy and adult edu-
cation ensure a cohesion between generations; ap-
preciation of cultural differences within our commu-
nity enriches us all.  All of these things help to build 
long-term change and reduce long-term suffering. 
 
One thing September 11th has taught us is that we 
can no longer afford to treat our diversity as a lux-
ury, as an option to be addressed or put aside as we 
find convenient. Diversity is one of our greatest 
community resources that is part of what makes 
Charlottesville a desirable, exciting place to live.  It 
is also a challenge that must dealt with respectfully.  
 
Please save the Adult Education Program for us all.  

Leslie Furlong, ESL instructor 

up 40%, and it is very difficult to maintain the salary  
of the teachers.  He added that the budget for this 
year was a deficit budget. 
 
T h e n , Assistant 
Superin- t e n d e n t 
Rona ld Hutchin-
son pro- posed a 
compro- m i s e 
b u d g e t plan cut-
ting the budget by 
$34,756 instead of 
$105,000 as originally proposed on January 8th.  
This would save the ESL Program.  Superintendent 
Symons then assured us that ESL classes would con-
tinue. 
 
Next, the members of the School Board had an im-
passioned discussion about the future of the pre-
school at Jefferson School.  By a vote of 5-4, they 
decided that the pre-school would be dispersed to the 
6 existing elementary schools in Charlottesville at 
least until renovations at Jefferson School have been 
completed. 
 
It was really very interesting to note all these 
speeches.  We felt as if we were the real parliamen-
tarians of the House!  Yes, it was indeed a very great 
occasion for us to be there in the midst of those great 
people. 
 
After the decision about the pre-school and our sub-
ject of requesting a more moderate cut to the Adult 
Education Program came to a conclusion, the Super-
intendent said that he would try to do his best to in-
crease funding for Adult Education to some extent.  
We with a little hope and great relief, started packing 
up to leave. 
 
We thank the Charlottesville City School Board and 
the Charlottesville community for giving us the op-
portunity to attend and to take part in the School 
Board meeting.  It was important to us to learn how 
decisions can be made in the U.S.  We hope the 
School Board heard our words and that the Adult 
Education Program can be saved! 

School Board Meeting 
Continued from page 4 

Adult 
Education 
Matters!!! 
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Our Program is in Jeopardy 
Continued from page 1 

Do you have a story, an opinion, a skill you want to tell 
people about, a recipe, a good idea, a complaint, a re-
sponse to what you learned here? 

Share it with others! 

All submissions are considered. You don’t have to be part 
of the Newspaper class to contribute! Next deadline is 
March 27, 2002. 

There are still openings in the Newspaper class! Classes 
meet every Wednesday from 9:30 to 12:00 and Monday 
from 8:30 to 10:30. 

If interested, call 245-2817, or e-mail: 
erno@esinet.net.To receive the Multi-Cultural Brief, visit 
Jefferson School, Room 215A . 

Want to Contribute to 
the  

Multi-Cultural Brief? 

to speak and tell them why the program is so impor-
tant for us.  Many others were in the back holding 
flyers saying “Adult Education Matters!!” and “Save 
the Adult ESL Program!!”  We really care!  I have to 
compliment all of you that stood there and especially 
the ones that decided to speak.  Maybe the English 
wasn’t perfect, but your emotions spoke for all of us.  
Susan Erno, Program Director for Adult Education, 
also spoke, and as she did so, we raised our banners 
high. 
 
After we spoke, Assistant Superintendent Ronald 
Hutchinson proposed to the Board a cut of $34,756 
instead of the $105,000 
first pro- posed.  We 
really hope that this cut 
is going to be accepted 
and that no more cuts are 
proposed.  Mr. Hutchin-
son’s pro- posed cut 
will affect us anyway.  
Many of our classes 
will be cut.  These in-
clude some computer classes, the advanced ESL 
classes, and it is with dismay that I have to tell you 
that the Newspaper Class will be cut, too. 
 
We have to be happy with the proposed smaller cut 
because it does allow most classes to operate, but we 
still hope that we will be able to save also the News-
paper class.  We believe that the Multi-Cultural 
Brief is a unique way for us to be connected with the 
community.  There are not many occasions for inter-
national people to share our knowledge with the 
Charlottesville community.  We think that we are 
doing something good not only for us but for all of 
Charlottesville. 
 
Because of the community-wide importance of our 
newsletter, we propose that perhaps Charlottesville 
City Council can find the funds to help support this 
publication.  If you think that the Multi-Cultural 
Brief is special, please help to save it.  We will be 
grateful forever.   
 
Thank you. 

MULTI-CULTURAL BRIEF VOLUME 3 ISSUE 4 
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Susan Erno, Program Director 
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Save the 
Adult ESL 
Program!!! 

THE NEWSLETTER NEEDS 
YOUR HELP! 

Please write to members of Charlottesville 
City Council to ask them to offer their finan-
cial support in maintaining the Multi-
Cultural Brief, the ESL Program, and Adult 
Education. Go to this website:  http://
www.charlot tesvi l le .org/defaul t .asp?
pageid=42959BIE-354D-413F-BB92-
A35E284E77CF. 
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