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In This Issue: 

The Magic of Christmas 
By Laura Cafagna 

Every culture has a special time of 
year where people celebrate family 
and light. For me, this time is Christ-
mas time. Christmas time is full 
of excitement. People are, gener-
ally, nice because Christmas is 
coming. Some of them are look-
ing forward to spending time with 
their families, some are looking 
forward to a period of vacation, 
some want to open gifts, and for 
others, it is a very special reli-
gious moment. For me, Christmas 
is all of this. 
Christmas is a big event in Italy, 
probably the biggest of the year. It 
starts on December 8th, with the 

“Immaculate Conception”, a religious 
holiday. From that day on, shops start 
to be open on Sundays to encourage 

shopping. There are lights in 
and on the buildings and in the 
streets; Christmas songs are 
played everywhere; beautiful 
Christmas trees are decorated in 
the shop windows; shining 
crystals are on display every-
where. The only words that you 
need to know during this period 
are “Buon Natale” (Merry 

Christmas)! At home all the families 
gather together to decorate their 
houses. The Nativity is mandatory in  
Continued on page 8 

Tropical Music 
By Alicia Perea 

What is the meaning of Tropical Mu-
sic? It has many styles. For example, 
there is Salsa, Merengue, Ballenato, 
and Cumbia.  
In Latin America, it is common to lis-
ten to this music at parties. Music al-
ways opens the parties. There is danc-
ing for old people and children. Every-
one can enjoy it. 
In Virginia, people who are living in 
the American system are very sur-
prised when they listen to this music. I 
think maybe they are shy. The major-
ity of people listen to Rock, Country, 
Rap, and other styles, but not Tropical 

music. 
For a long time, I was very unhappy 
because I am Latin American, and I 
miss this music that I always listened 
to and danced to in my country, Peru. 
I was amazed, therefore, to hear 
somebody talk about a Tropical Music 
class on the Downtown Mall. 
I was very happy to finally find this 
class in Charlottesville where I can 
learn to dance to this music. I was sur-
prised when I took my first class to 
see that the majority of students were  
American or European and that they  
Continued on page 5 
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I came to the U.S. just a few weeks ago. I am from 
Colombia, a beautiful South American country in the 
middle of bad times because of hard internal conflict, 
an armed and bloody conflict. 
 
Here in Charlottesville, I have the good luck to be 
living in a country house near town. It is 
a quiet place, and the first Saturday I was 
there, I was taking a walk in the forest 
near home when, suddenly, a strong shot 
thundered not too far from me. I decided 
to go back to the house. Once there, I 
asked one of my hosts why there were 
shots in the area. He told me, “Maybe 
someone was practicing with his gun. 
Hunting is a very common sport here.” 
 
Well, that made me think about hunting 
and the role of that practice in the areas of land I 
know in my country. In the last fifteen years, I’ve 
been working in a western zone of Colombia, called 
“Costa Pacifica” (Pacific Coast). It’s a long area of 
dense rainforest in which live a great variety of fish, 
birds, reptiles, batrachians (some of them still non-
classified), and many kinds of mammals, including 
jaguars. This land also has been inhabited by indige-
nous and Afro-Colombian people for many centuries. 
These people have lived by fishing, collecting fruits, 
roots and plants from the forest and, of course, hunt-
ing. But there, I couldn’t say hunting is a sport. In-
stead, hunting has been one of the ways to assure 
life. In their case, the death of an animal assures life 
because it provides complementary protein. The 
technologies used by the hunters have been devel-
oped over centuries, and just in a few cases involved 
firearms, most of the time handmade. However, 
surely as a result of the internal conflict in which we 
have been living in the last decades, the number of 
firearms used for hunting has grown. In the last few 
years, it has become easier to get modern firearms. 
 
Their methods seem primitive compared to the so-
phisticated ways of hunting in the U.S. A few days 
after my little moment of fear, I was at one of the 
large markets in Charlottesville, and I saw a lot of 

hunting equipment: camouflage coats and pants, spe-
cial bullets, gunpowder, special precision sights for 
firearms, different models of arrow heads, etc. I have 
heard that buying weapons is easy, too. 
 
I wonder what could be the underlying reason for 

hunting here. I don’t believe it is the 
necessity for protein, but maybe a 
certain sense of adventure and self-
affirmation involved in catching a 
wild animal. Also, I wonder if, for 
some people here, having modern 
weapons and the sense of power it 
involves could seem to be more ex-
citing than the hunt itself. 
 
In my grandfather’s time, there were 
conflicts in my country, as there are 

now, but there wasn’t the number of weapons we 
have today. Once, my grandfather said, “When 
someone has a weapon, sooner or later that weapon 
will be used, and somebody will regret it very 
much.” Remember the Old American West? In 
“Western” movies we can still see those quite ro-
mantic stories about the “lonely cowboy” fighting for 
a “self-made” kind of justice. Those stories tell us 
about places where there’s no other law than guns. 
Well, I can assure you that that’s not romantic at all. 
In some rural areas of my country, a man must have 
a gun just to protect himself. 
 
I’m not saying that all Colombia is like the old 
American West, but there are places where it is, and 
one of the reasons is that there are too many guns 
and not effective laws. For instance, one organized 
group of people, some of them with guns, decides 
that the laws don’t match their real necessities (or 
desires) and proceeds to get what they need (or want) 
using their weapons. Then, another group of people, 
who benefit from these laws, fights against the first 
group, and so armed conflict grows. 
 
War is expensive, mostly because of weapons. There 
are some people (and countries) who sell guns, and 
Continued on page 3 
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Gunshots in the Forest 
By Alberto Gaona 
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• December 20-23: McGuffy Reader, stories 
that originate from Downtown Charlottesville 
and will “change the way you will view this 
town,” music and dance choreographed by 
Katherine Birdsall and Ray Eliot Schwartz, 
with Live Arts acting ensemble. Live Arts. 8 
p.m. 977-4171. 

• December 21: Hanukkah begins 
• December 21: Winter Solstice 
• December 21-23: The Three Bears Puppet 

Show, with Czech marionettes. Old Michie 
Theatre, 11 a.m., 2 p.m., and 4 p.m., $5. 977-
3690. 

• December 21: last day of Fall ESL classes at 
Jefferson School 

• December 22-23: Holiday City Market, 
Downtown Mall, 10-5. 

• December 22-23: King Island Christmas, mu-
sical. ShenanArts Theatre. (540)248-1868. 

• December 26: Kwanza begins 
• December 27: Ramadan ends 

• December 29: Kwanza ceremony. 979-0582 
• December 29: Hanukkah ends 
• December 31: First Night, New Year’s Eve 

Celebration and fireworks display, Down-
town, parades, multicultural performances 
and events for all ages.  975-8269 

• January 6: Epiphany 
• January 8: First day of Winter ESL classes at 

Jefferson School 
• January 8: Assessments for new students, call 

245-2817 for appointment 
• Every Wednesday: Latin Nightclub Dancing, 

at the New Dance Space on the Downtown 
Mall, 105 N. 1st Street,   8:45 to 10:00 pm.,  
$10.00 per person.  For more info, call Edwin 
O. Roa (804)295-7103, e-mail:  ed-
winart@yahoo.com 

 
If you would like to advertise an event in the Multi-
cultural Brief, call 245-2817 or e-mail:  
erno@esinet.net. 

Calendar News 
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When I was a girl, we lived in a very beautiful place. 
In those days, we lived at the seashore in a very 
beautiful village. The sea was over the hill, smooth 
and vast, and there were little ships and large and 
little islands. In the sky, there were seagulls around 
the mountains. That was a beautiful picture. 
The tide flows out and comes in, bringing 
the many fish, crabs, shells, shrimp, 
scallops, clams, oys- ters, and snails. 
It was a long way to China on the mer-
chants’ route. 
My father was farming many fields and rice paddies 
and mountains. My mother cooked very hard. Every-
body worked hard. We had two cows. There was no 
electricity. 
My sister and my paternal aunt and uncle all walked 
twelve km  to go to school. My sister went to school 
in the winter. I lived with my grandmother for one 
year at the age of six. 

When I Was a Girl 
By Mi Jin Choi 

they are ready to do anything that can make their 
sales grow, including encouraging greater conflicts.  
In the middle of my country’s little and bloody war, 
there are guns and weapons from many countries: 
Israel, East Europe, Russia, the U.S., and others. 
Most of these weapons are illegal. 
 
Unfortunately, T.V. and movies help legitimize and 
romanticize violent solutions to conflicts. Their in-
fluence affects even the children. The effects of this 
phenomenon are not only seen in my country. The 
daily news shows us sad events in many places 
around the world, even the U.S. 
 
Well, maybe these thoughts seem quite dramatic for 
many people here. We are used to thinking that bad 
things only happen in places far away, to far away 
people. In my country, the facts show that that way 
of thinking is wrong and, I could even say, blind. 

Gunshots in the Forest 
Continued from page 2 
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There are times when learning a foreign language is 
a necessity. I know this experience first-hand, and so 
does my mother-in-law. 
I married an American, who learned my native lan-
guage, Spanish, while he was in my country, Colom-
bia. Now we speak Spanish at home. My sisters-in-
law, my husband’s sisters, have learned Spanish, and 
one of them is married to an Honduran man, so they 
usually speak Spanish. We all live in the same build-
ing. The only person who lives with us and doesn’t 
speak Spanish is my mother-in-law. 
When my mother-in-law knew that her children were 
involved with Spanish people, she started to study 
this language. Now she can understand a little and 
communicate in simple sentences. Nevertheless, 
when we all are together speaking Spanish, she is not 
able to participate in our discussions because we 
speak fast, and usually we use some idioms that are 
incomprehensible to her. 
I have now a lot of visitors from my country, and 
obviously we talk in Spanish almost all the time. Can 
you imagine how my mother-in-law is doing? Al-
though we try to explain and translate for her, I think 
she is at this moment a foreigner in her own house. It 
is somewhat ironic that in a country where the native 
language is English, a native English speaker can 
feel like a foreigner. Also, I think it must be stressful 
for my mother-in-law. I had the same experience 
when I came here. I couldn’t understand anything 
that people said. On the other hand, like my husband 
and sisters-in-law, she feels the necessity to learn a 
different language than her native language. This has 
provided her with the opportunity to be closer to dif-
ferent beliefs and styles of living and thinking 
through direct communication with people from dif-
ferent cultures. 
I must say, I have not talked with my mother-in-law 
about this. I don’t really know how she feels or what 
she thinks. I need to say to her for everyone, I’m 
sorry if we have been rude and inconsiderate. 
As for the Spanish speakers in my house, we all are 
interested in improving our English not only because 
that helps us to be independent in this country, but 
because we want to know and understand this cul-
ture. 

Gustavo Perez-Firmat, a very interesting Cuban 
writer, once said that to speak a language is to in-
habit a place. I’m glad that my mother-in-law, like 
my husband and the people who understand  at least 
a little Spanish, can come into my Spanish world. 
They can find a lot of interesting and fantastic things, 
as I have found with English. 
To have access to language is a door to understand-
ing and knowledge. I think that when language be-
comes an accessible bridge to communication be-
tween cultures, the sense of foreignness will go 
away, and people won’t feel like strangers any more. 

Feeling Like a Stranger in Your Own Home 
By Charo Mina-Rojas 

Easy Way to Decide the Election 
By Noriko Egawa 

The presidential election has resulted in a tie. How 
can we solve this problem? A company has made a 
special coin. One side has a picture 
of Gore; the other side has a picture 
of Bush. If you have this coin, you 
can decide the election for your-
self by a flip of the coin. The side with 
the picture of the candidate that 
lands up represents the winner. 
If you want this coin, which honors 
this special time in history, visit http://
www.washingtonmint.com/home.html. 
 
Do You Know These Words? 
Chad: the punched-out portion of a punch-style vot-
ing ballot 
Dimple: a Chad on a voting ballot that is bulging, 
but not pierced, by a voter’s stylus 
Pregnant Chad: a Chad attached by all four corners 
to a voting ballot that is either bulging or pierced 
Hanging Chad: a Chad attached to a voting ballot 
by two corners 
Tri-Chad: a Chad attached to a voting ballot by 
three corners 
(source: Palm Beach County, Florida, spokesman 
Robert Nichols) [Taken from cnn.com] 
 
How many new words have you learned? 
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“Just” a Housewife? 
By Noriko Egawa 

I’m very proud of be-
ing a housewife. One 
year after I got mar-
ried, I quit my job. 
Why? 
My husband was very 
busy working and 
studying from morn-
ing to midnight, even 
on Saturday and Sun-
day. He was too busy 

to do chores at home. Although I wanted to help 
him with his studies and research, I was not able to. 
Therefore, I decided to quit my job and do almost 
all the chores. My husband and I have divided out 
our work between us since then. He works outside, 
and I work inside the house as a housewife. 
Being a housewife involves a lot of responsibility. 
Before we came here, I had to coordinate many 
things. For example, I had to investigate and decide 
how and if to bring my dogs here. I also had to find 
a place for us to live. Then, I had to ask a freight 
company how to pack our things and send them to 
the U.S. I packed everything by myself. I ordered 
our air tickets and made a reservation for renting a 
car at Dulles airport. 
Some wives don’t like being housewives, but oth-
ers do. Many friends of mine, who are not Japa-
nese, don’t like being called “just” a housewife, I 
know. I like it. I’m proud of it. Why? 
I think it is not only I. Many Japanese wives might 
make the same choice. There are many housewives 
in Japan. I think a housewife does almost all the 
chores at home, so that her husband can work hard 
outside. I work at home, my husband works out-
side. It’s that simple! He always says, “Thank you 
for doing the chores! With your help, I can work 
hard outside.” When he says that, I am proud of 
being a housewife. 
My husband is my best friend, not just my partner. 
When I took an ESL class at Jefferson School, I 
had the opportunity to talk about my “best friend.” 
My classmates said that their partner was the clos-
est one to them, but he/she was not a friend; he/she 
was “just” a partner. I don’t agree with them. I re-

Tropical Music 
Continued from Page 1 

spect my husband, I have faith in him, and I depend 
on him. He is my best friend and the best husband. 
I am happy that we help each other. We are the best 
team ever. 
There also are advantages to being a housewife. I 
can use my time freely, but he can’t use his time 
freely. I can take a nap any time. I can take a walk 
any time. I can meet my friends any time. I can 
study English, and I can write my articles in Japa-
nese and English any time. I feel free! I am happy! 
So I like being a housewife. 

were very interested in learning this music. Now I 
go every Wednesday, and I have a good time there. 
I also am very happy because this music is becom-
ing known everywhere, and most of the singers are 
Hispanic. 
If you are interested in taking classes, you can go to 
the New Dance Space on the Downtown Mall at 
105 N. 1st St. from 8:45 to 10:00 p.m., $10.00 per 
person, every Wednesday. I am sure that you will 
have a good time there.  
The teacher’s name is Edwin O. Roa. He is from 
Colombia. He has many years of experience teach-
ing dance. He says that the first thing a person has 
to do is feel the music and the rhythm, and every-
thing else is very easy. 
There are other places, too, where you can go. One 
is the Berkmar Ballroom at 652 West Rio Road, #7, 
on the corner of Berkmar Drive and West Rio 
Road. There are different kinds of classes given 
from 7-8 p.m. every week day. For e x a m -
ple, on Mondays, there is Rhythm Dance; 
on Tuesdays, Swing; on Wednes- days, 
Nightclub Dancing; on Thursdays, 
Smooth Dances; and on Fridays, general 
beginner classes.  
My advice is that you try 
one of these classes. I am 
sure that you will have 
fun there. 
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How many times have you ever asked yourself, “Do 
I have to give a tip or not?” If the answer is yes, how 
much should you give? I don’t know about you, but I 
have asked myself this question hundreds of times. I 
am pretty sure that the answers haven’t been the 
same as an American would have given. 
The problem started twenty minutes after we arrived 
in the United States. We took a taxi from the airport 
to the hotel, and there we knew we were supposed to 
give the driver a tip, but how much? We decided to 
give him a couple of dollars, just as we would have 
done in Italy, to show him that we appreciated the 
service. We paid him, and he left with the unhappiest 
face in the world. He drove for two meters, and then 
he came back. “You owe me two dollars for the lug-
gage,” he said. At that point, we understood that 
there was something wrong with our way of tipping 
and that we were supposed to do something different. 
What? We got to the hotel, and a valet helped us 
with the luggage. This time, trying to learn from the 
experience with the taxi, we were very generous, 
probably too much so, judging from his smile. We 
were very confused. What is the right thing to do? 
Our experience didn’t help at all since Italian people 
rarely tip. We give a tip just for extraordinary and 
unexpected services; the amounts are usually small. 
But do not misunderstand me. In traditional tourist 
places, people normally expect a tip from you. 
The first thing we did the morning after was to check 
our guidebook to see if there was any tip about tip-
ping. There it was among the instructions on how to 
use the bus and how to use a phone. The guidebook 
said something like, “You should tip everybody who 
is giving you service about 15% of the total bill.” We 
were fine with that, but what about when we are not 
paying a bill? Do we have to tip anyway? Do we 
have to tip the person who paints our house if we are 
renting and not going to pay the bill? Do we have to 
tip the person who packs our furniture when we 
move? Do we have to tip the truck driver? I wish I 
knew the answers to these questions, but I don’t. 
Every time that I am pretty confident that I really 
understand how to do it, something else happens, and 

To Tip or Not to Tip? 
This is the Problem 

By Laura Cafagna 

I am back to the beginning. Is there a way out? The 
only thing that is clear in my mind is that in general 
the tip is 15%, “mandatory” for waiters in restaurants 
and hair dressers, if they do a good job, and usually 
for taxi drivers. For all others, I am following my 
instinct. What I recently realized is that there are sev-
eral jobs in which the tip is a vital part of the salary. 
With this in mind, I am trying to do my best to be 
fair and give everybody what I think they deserve. 
For example, I like to leave some money for people 
who clean my room well when I stay at a hotel. 
When people do work at my home, I offer them 
something to eat or drink; this is my way of tipping 
them. 
If you have the magic answer to this problem, please 
write in and tell us all! 

How Much Should a 
Christmas Tree Cost? 
By Charo-Mina-Rojas 

You have probably seen the 22-
foot-tall artificial Christmas tree in 
front of Charlottesville’s City Hall. 
Do you know that this tree cost 
$20,300? 
The Christmas tree is part of the 

city’s downtown holiday celebration that started on 
December 1 when the lights of the tree were turned 
on and was followed by the arrival of Santa Claus 
the next day. 
According to the Daily Progress of November 30, 
2000, the Republican Party of Charlottesville criti-
cized the all-Democratic City Council for the expen-
diture. The decision, however, was made by the City 
Manager, Gary O’Connell.  According to Mayor 
Blake Caravati, O’Connell acted in accordance with 
the policies but without the specific knowledge of 
the Council. 
So, go take a look at it and judge for yourself 
whether or not this was a wise expenditure. 

SNOW DAYS 
 

In case of bad weather, call 245-2401 for 
school closing information. 



Page 7 Page 7 MULTI-CULTURAL BRIEF VOLUME 2 ISSUE 3 

Laura Cafagna: Hi. My name is Laura. I am 20 
years old (I wish it were true!), and I am Italian. I 
joined the Newspaper Class last September, and I 
love it! This class, better, the people in this class, 
are full of surprises. We have only a little prob-
lem. We have too many ideas. Before we finish 
an issue of the newsletter, we already have ideas 
for the next issue. When we are together, ideas 
just flow in the room. We are very lucky, and we 
are your voices. We are trying our best to be up 
to your standards and to offer you our experi-
ences, cultures, and knowledge. We hope that 
you are enjoying our articles and that you always 
will.  

Rosio Ascension: My name is Rosio. I’m from 
Mexico. I am taking the Newspaper Class to im-
prove my English and meet people from other 
cultures. I would like to have more time to learn 
about a lot of interesting things from my class-
mates. So, really, this is more than a simple class. 

Charo Mina-Rojas: Hi. I’m Charo. I have been 
studying English for two years here, and I always 
have enjoyed this time sharing experiences with 
people from other cultures. Now, in the Newspa-
per Class, the fact of writing things that other 
people are going to read has been very exciting 
for me. I have learned a lot from my partners and 
Leslie, our teacher, because we not only write 
and correct papers, we also discuss the topics 
which we write about, and we work as a team. 
The Newspaper Class is a fine time for sharing 
and learning. I want to invite you to enjoy us 
next year. We will start in January. 

Noriko Egawa: I love to write, even though I am 
not good at speaking. My dream is to send my 
articles written in English to American newspa-
pers some day. This ESL newspaper, the Multi-
cultural Brief, is the only opportunity I have 
where I can show articles I write in English to 
other people. Many ESL students may be able to 
read this more easily compared to American 
newspapers because we write this newspaper in 
our own words using simple grammar. I hope this 
newspaper is a good source of information and 
helps you learn about other countries’ cultures. 

Alberto Gaona: Hello! My name is Alberto, and I’m 
the newest member of the Newsletter Team. I 
came here a couple of months ago. I realize it is 
very important to contribute to better intercul-
tural knowledge. I think that the measure of dis-
tance between cultures is less in miles than in 
knowledge of each other, and that distance is the 
main (or principal) reason for many sad misun-
derstandings and even conflicts. I hope our work 
here helps to gather the different opinions and 
visions of life and gives a panoramic view of the 
variety that exists in this beautiful planet we all 
share. 

Want to contribute?  All submissions are considered.  
You don’t have to be part of the Newspaper Class to 
contribute!  Next deadline is January 24, 2001. 
There are still openings in the Newspaper Class!  
Classes meet every Wednesday from 9:30 to 12:00  
and Friday from 11:00 to 1:00. 
If interested, call 245-2817 or e-mail:  
erno@esinet.net. 

An ESL Newspaper: Why is it Important? 

From left to right: Leslie Furlong, Alicia Perea, Alberto Gaona, Rosio Ascensio, Noriko Egawa, Laura Caf-
agna, Charo Mina-Rojas 
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Contributors 

Rosio Ascensio (Mexico) 
Laura Cafagna (Italy) 
Mi Jin Choi (Korea) 
Noriko Egawa (Japan) 
Alberto Gaona (Colombia) 
Charo Mina-Rojas (Colombia) 
Alicia Perea (Peru) 
Editor: Leslie Furlong 

CHARLOTTESVILLE CITY SCHOOLS 
ADULT ESL PROGRAM 
Room 215A, Jefferson Annex 
201 4th Street NW 
Charlottesville, VA  22903 
Phone: (804)245-2817 
Website: avenue.org/adulted 
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The Multicultural Brief is an ESL newsletter 
created by students who want to improve their 
English and is produced as part of a newspa-
per class offered through the Charlottesville 
Adult Education program.  Its purpose is to 
provide students with an opportunity to 
• share their experiences of being from an-

other country 
• offer multicultural perspectives on life in 

Charlottesville 
• help inform people who are new to Char-

lottesville of issues and opportunities 
around town 

• build a bridge of communication between 
the ESL population and Americans living in 
the Charlottesville community 

Mission Statement 

 

a typical Italian family no matter if it is made of 
plastic, glass, or gold, but it must be in a special 
space in the house, where everybody can enjoy it. 
Christmas trees are a more recent fashion. Every-
body wants to have one and decorate it with multi-
color decorations, gold strips, lights and a big 
shooting star on the top of the tree. Outside the 
house, most people like to have a tree or lights, or 
both, something that shows that a special day is 
coming. Shops are full, everyone wants to buy gifts 
as soon as possible since you have a better choice if 
you are first, and everybody wants the perfect gift 
for all their family members and friends. 
Finally, December 24th arrives. Some people do 
last-minute shopping and get ready for the night. 
Families gather together for a very special dinner. 
Traditionally, fish is the main dish, with a lot of 
other delicacies. No matter how the dinner starts, in 
every Italian family it ends with Panettone, a spe-
cial Christmas cake. Around 11 p.m., everybody 
puts on their coats and gets ready to go out for the 
midnight Mass. Some churches organize a re-
creation of the Nativity with real people who act 
and dress as in the year Christ was born. The Mass  
is the focal point of every family on Christmas. Af-
ter Mass, people gather together to exchange happy 
wishes before rushing home to open their gifts. 
Every year you get something that you really, really 
hate. But it is not a problem. You do not really care 
very much as you are thankful because the person 
has spent time and energy looking for something 
special just for you. 
This year I cannot be at home, and for me it is al-
ways heart-breaking, but there are some things that 
even the magic of Christmas cannot bring. 
I wish all of you and your families the happiest 
Christmas ever. Happy Holidays, folks! 

The Magic of Christmas 
Continued from page 1 


