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What Language Do You Speak at Home? 
By Charo Mina-Rojas  

This is a question for all parents, espe-
cially for parents who are immigrants 
to this country. Do children need to 
speak only English in order to be able 
to adjust to their new life? Do parents 
have to encourage their children to 
keep their native language? Why? 
This topic is too big to be resolved in 
this small space. Nevertheless, if this 
article gets you thinking, and perhaps 
even writing about this topic, it will 
have served its purpose well. 
Meanwhile, let me tell you what I 
think. 
For me, teaching and encouraging our 
children to speak our native languages 
is important because it tells where 

their roots are. In my case, I speak 
Spanish, I’m from Colombia, and I’m 
from that culture, so I want my future 
children to know it and respect it. 
Keeping our native languages doesn’t 
means that we don’t have to learn 
English very well. It means that we 
don’t forget our roots, no matter 
where we are. I think it is different 
for people who want to learn other 
languages because of their interest in 
other cultures. In contrast, people 
who need to learn a different lan-
guage because of their immigrant 
situation are directly affected by cul-
tural changes. 
Continued on page 5 

Do You Miss Something? 
By Rosio Ascencio 

Everybody who has to move to live in 
another country misses a lot of things 
from their home, no matter why peo-
ple are away.  In my case, I could say 
that it is a difficult situation, because 
everything is very different than in 
Mexico.  For example, right now I’m 
missing Mexican food.  It is delicious!  
In Charlottesville, there are a few 
Mexican restaurants, but the food is 
not really like the original food.  These 
restaurants use cheddar cheese to 
make tacos, but, at home, we never 
use any cheese for tacos.  So, this 
means that the taste is not the same.  It 

isn’t a real taco. 
Food is just one of the many things in 
a big list of things that we miss.  We 
miss our families, our friends, our 
customs, our culture, and even our 
pets, too. 
We make a big effort to have a very 
happy life here, even though it is not 
easy.  I think this is a unique opportu-
nity both to learn new things and to 
appreciate the things that we left be-
hind in our countries.  Meanwhile, we 
have to work very hard, so someday 
we can return to our families and we 
will not be homesick any more. 



I have been in the U.S. since April of 2000. When 
my husband decided to study here for one year, my 
first thought was about my two dogs, Jake and 
Wendy. Since we got them, they have been part of 
our family. We couldn’t think to live without them. 
After we planned to live here temporarily, I began to 
prepare to take them to the U.S. I have some experi-
ence in traveling inside Japan by car and plane, but 
we have not traveled with them outside of the coun-
try.  I didn’t know how to take dogs from Japan to 
the U.S. I asked Komatu airport (which is our nearest 
one), Narita (New Tokyo International) airport 
(which is Japan’s biggest one), All Nippon Airlines, 
some freight companies, animal quarantine, and the 
Embassy of the U.S. 
Japanese animal quarantine said we would have to 
hand in a certificate verifying that they had had their 
rabies shots.  
The American Embassy said, follow Japanese animal 
quarantine regulations. 
A freight company said it would take more than 3 
days to bring them from our Japanese house to our 
American house, and it would cost more than $3,000 
per dog.  We decided not to use a freight company 
because it was too expensive and would take too 
long to bring them to the U.S.  
Komatu airport and Narita airport said helper dogs 
are able to walk inside airports and get on a plane 
with people, but pets are not allowed to walk inside 
airports.  We would have to bring Jake and Wendy to 
the U.S. in cages.  Furthermore, while they could get 
on the same plane with us, they would have to stay in 
another room. It would cost about $700 per dog.  
There are planes from Komatu airport to Haneda 
(Tokyo International) airport and from Narita airport 
to Dallas airport. The airlines recommend, however, 
that dogs not eat 12 hours before they get on a plane. 
We would have to drive from Haneda airport to Na-
rita airport, because dogs can’t get on public trans-
portation. It takes 12 hours from Narita airport to 
Dallas airport. Also, they would have to check at 
Japanese and American animal quarantine. They 
wouldn’t be able to go to the bathroom for more than 
17 hours. All this would be hard for them.  
Next, using the Internet, I began looking for houses 

in Charlottesville that accept pets. When I found 
some houses, I sent E-mail to them, and they said, 
“We permit up to one 25 (or 35) lb pet per house. If 
you have two dogs, the total weight must be under 25 
(or 35) lbs.” My dogs are Labrador retrievers. They 
are too big to live there.  
We looked into pet hotels and pet schools in my 
hometown. They said it costs $50 a day or $500 a 
month per dog to stay there. It would cost us $12,000 
a year. It is very expensive. My friend who works at 
a pet school said, “I recommend you bring them with 
you to the U.S. or leave them with your relatives. We 
can take care of them, but we can’t love them as you 
love them. One year is a long time and they will miss 
you.” 
I talked about it to my husband’s parents. My father-
in-law said, “I can take care of Jake and Wendy! I 
love them. Please go to the U.S. Don’t worry about 
them.” Then he bought a cellular phone so his family 
can contact him anytime anywhere when he is out-
side with them and not worry whether he is okay.  So 
we decided to leave them with him. 
It is very hard for us. If I were rich, I would buy a 
big house here and I would live with Jake and 
Wendy!  Sometimes I cry when I remember them. I 
miss them. But my father-in-law loves my dogs. He 
sometimes sends us E-mail using the cellular phone. 
As soon as possible, I E-mail him back. He can get 
E-mail anytime anywhere because of his cellular 
phone. Also, his son, who is my brother-in-law, 
(continued on page 8) 
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Trying to Travel to the U.S. with My Pets 
By Noriko Egawa 
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• December 1—Next ESL assessment 
• December 22—Last day of Fall ESL classes 

at Jefferson School 
• January 8—First day of Winter ESL classes 

at Jefferson School 
• Every Wednesday—Latin Nightclub Danc-

ing, at the New Dance Space on the Down-
town Mall, 105 N. 1st Street,   8:45 to 10:00 

pm.,  $10.00 per person.  For more informa-
tion, call Edwin O. Roa (804)295-7103, e-
mail:  edwinart@yahoo.com 

 
If you would like to advertise an event in the Multi-
cultural Brief, call 245-2817 or e-mail:  
erno@esinet.net. 

Calendar News 

Have you ever tried to buy a used car in the United 
States? We did it last week, and it has been one of 
the funniest moments of my life in the States, 
probably comparable to the time we went to Dis-
neyland. 
Buying a car in Italy is a lot easier. You 
just go to the dealer, ask the price of 
the car you would like, and pay for it 
if you decide to buy it. The function 
of the seller is just to convince you 
to buy the car, not to discuss the 
price. In the States everything is 
different. There are no fixed 
prices.  It is just a negotiation.  
Last Saturday at 4:35 PM we 
entered a local dealership with 
the intention of seeing, not 
buying, a car and getting an 
idea about prices. As soon as 
we entered the office, a dealer 
started to follow us.  "Are you 
looking for a car?" he asked us. "Yes we are, but 
we just want to have an idea of prices."  
He took us outside and showed us four Corollas 
with a price range between $10,000 and $14,000. 
We were surprised. "Why should we spend that 
money when we can buy a new car for $1000  
more?" we asked him.  He tried to convince us that 
it did make a lot of sense, and we tried to convince 
him that it did not. After twenty minutes of this dis-
cussion we were ready to leave. 
While we were leaving, he called us back and said, 

My First Car in the U.S. 
By Laura Cafagna 

"I have a red Toyota Corolla 1997, 36,000 miles, 
with manual shift. Would you like to see it?" We 
went to see the car; we really liked it. The car was 
what we wanted, but we did not really want to buy 
it. He told us the price. And just for fun because I 

like to negotiate prices, I started to say,  
"Well, it is nice but too expen-
sive." We did not have any in-

tention of buying a car until the 
following month. I offered him a 

price; he offered me another.  Then I 
started to reduce it, and he threw out 
another price, and I reduced it more. 
It was easy for me since we did not 
want to buy the car, so it was just 

fun.  
After one hour the dealer was tired, 
and I was still having fun. At that 
point, the price of the car had 
dropped a lot, so I went completely 

crazy.  I offered him a price that was a lot less that 
the starting price. I did not have anything to lose 
because we did not come there to buy a car.  
The dealer said, "Let me ask the manager"!. He 
came back and said, "You have a deal…the car is 
yours." At that point, the price of the car was so 
good that we could not go home without it. That 
night we drove home with the new car, one month 
in advance of our original plan, but very, very 
happy, and sure that we had gotten a very good 
deal.  We hope so at least! 



The Dollar Store 
By Laura Cafagna 

One of my favorite kinds of shops in the United 
States is the "dollar store". They have different 
names in different parts of the country, but they all 
work in the same way. All the things that are inside 
the shop cost 1 dollar plus tax. You can get the 
most amazing things, like beautiful candles, tools, 
school supplies, toys, and all the little things that 
can make a small present for Thanksgiving or 
Christmas. 
After the visit you can disagree with me, but try to 
go there and have fun.  It is worth it! 
There are two “dollar stores” in Charlottesville.  
One, called “Dollar Tree”, is at 1928 Rio Hill Cen-
ter off Route 29, and the other, called “Dollar 
Place”, is at 330 Pantops Center. 
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According to 
an article in 
the October 
25th, 2000 
issue of the 
Daily Pro-
gress, the 
symbol of 
Virginia, the 
brook trout 
stream, is 
rapidly dying 
because of 
acid rain.  

 
Over 250 fishermen volunteered in April to test 452 
Virginian brook trout streams for acid rain. You will 
not like the result. In fact, tests show that 10 percent 
of Virginia brook trout streams are chronically acid. 
This means that trout can no longer live in these wa-
ters.  
 
Rick Webb, the coordinator of the study and a re-
search scientist at the Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Sciences, declared, "There is some sug-
gestion that there has been some improvement in 
some streams. But it looks like they continue to dete-
riorate." 
 
Where do we get all the pollution from?  Most of the 
acid rain is generated by coal-powered plants that 
emit sulfuric acid. Once in the air it becomes acidic, 
and then it dissolves in rain and snow as well as in 
dry form. The acid can be transported for hundreds 
of miles in the atmosphere. Most of the acid reaching 
Virginia comes from Ohio and the Tennessee Valley.  
 
The 1990 Clean Air Act Amendment required a 40 
percent reduction in sulfuric acids released by power 
plants. But if we look at the conditions in 1989 and 
the conditions today, the percentage is almost the 
same. This means that we were not able to improve 
the situation but just to stabilize it.  
 
Acid rain is a reality also in our beautiful, green 

Charlottesville. In fact, the studies were initiated in 
1987 because the St. Mary's River, in the Shenan-
doah National Park, showed signs of acid rain. 
 
Unfortunately, in all of this there is no safe place to 
go. In South America acid rain is destroying the 
Amazon forest, and in Europe it is destroying the 
Black Forest. The international effort is big. Let us 
all hope that scientists will get to a solution before it 
is too late.  
 
Meanwhile, we can do small things that can play an 
important role in the salvation of our environment. 
We should, and I am speaking for myself first, make 
a point of not using our cars so often. There is a very 
efficient public transportation system in Charlottes-
ville.  There is even a free trolley than runs from 
downtown to UVA.  
 
We also can follow the examples of other countries.  
In China and Mexico, there is a "no car day" every 
month where public transportation is free, and you 
are not allowed to use the car. In Japan, they encour-
age people to buy ecological cars.  In Beijing, China, 
people follow a long tradition of using bikes. There 

ACID RAIN 
By Laura Cafagna 



PAGE 5 MULTI-CULTURAL BRIEF VOLUME 2 ISSUE 2 

ELECTION 2000 
By Noriko Egawa 

Election 2000 is a big event for the whole world, 
not just the U.S. On the 7th of November, I went to 
a polling place at a school with my American 
friend. The polling place looks like those in Japan, 
but the election system and how to vote are differ-
ent from Japan. When we vote in Japan, we write a 

candidate’s name; we do not punch the small hole 
next to the name of the candidate. In the U.S., the 
outcome of the election depends on the votes of the 
Electoral College, not the popular vote. Neverthe-
less, people can choose which candidate they want. 
In Japan, we can only vote for the members of Par-
liament. We can’t decide who will be the prime 
minister and ministers. Parliament votes for the 
prime minister, and then he chooses the ministers. 
Unfortunately, we can’t vote for the Japanese prime 
minister directly. I envy American citizens who can 
decide the president directly. 
Before the U.S. election, there were three debates. 
Although I didn’t understand what they said be-
cause of my English, I understood that the governor 
looked like a kind man and the vice president 
looked like a smart man. When I read the debates 
and the public opinion poll in Japanese using the 
Internet, I was surprised that the debates influenced 
the election so much. After the debates, many 

Language is part of the things that distinguish a cul-
ture, the true way you communicate who you are, 
so language is an expression of your identity. In 
this sense, to keep a language is to keep the idea 
about your roots. Encouraging our children to learn 
and have respect for their native language is a way 
to teach them about the cultural differences that 
exist in this world and the importance of diversity. 
No matter where people need to be, no matter what 
circumstances take people away from their native 
places, those places continue to exist in their differ-
ences. They are our places, waiting for us to dem-
onstrate to this American culture how other cultures 
are and why is so important to recognize and re-
spect them for those differences. Especially now, 
when ignorance  and fear lead people to reject  
“otherness”, we need to demonstrate the fact that 
others have their own history and their own culture. 
So, our children, who today can be considered in 
some ways “world citizens”, need to know that in 
any case their roots have made this a very rich 
world, through the multitude of cultural manifesta-
tions. 

What Language Do You Speak at Home? 
Continued from Page 1 

BUSH GORE 

American people were very interested in the topic 
about which candidate won the debates. I saw some 
scenes of the debates on TV every day. There was 
also a TV program where two people who look like 
the candidates acted as the candidates and did the 
debates in a funny way. Why are so many Ameri-
can interested in the election? I think because they 
can choose the presidential candidate directly.  
After the polling places were closed at 7:00, we 
could see the flash report of the state-by-state elec-
tion results from east to west by TV and the Inter-
net. We learned that Bush won in Virginia and that 
he got 13 electoral votes in Virginia before the poll-
ing places were closed in California. I couldn’t stop 
watching TV during the broadcast because it was 
so close. I enjoyed watching it. It is now too close 
to call. It will take a long time to decide who the 
president will be. 
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I always have problems with English. When I 
started my life in the U.S., I had to do many things, 
and I had a lot of problems because of my poor 
English. For example, when I opened a bank ac-
count, looked for an apartment, and bought a car, I 
had so many difficulties. When I connected my 
telephone, it took about 1 month to be able to call 
my family in Japan. Before I could finally call 
home, I had to visit the telephone company many 
times because I couldn’t understand the American 
system. If I were in Japan, these would not have 
been big problems for me. So I have been studying 
English at Jefferson School since May because I 
would like to live comfortably in the U.S. 
In Japan I had to study English in middle school for 
3 years.  I also studied English in high school and 
at the University for 5 years. But Japanese educa-
tion puts emphasis on English grammar and reading 
and writing. Therefore, we are not good at speaking 
and listening to English. These are my problems. 
Furthermore, when I studied English in Japan, I 
learned only from native Japanese teachers. Actu-
ally my English pronunciation has a strong Japa-
nese accent. When I attend a class at Jefferson 
school, the teacher understands what I say. But 
sometimes other students don’t understand what I 
say because of my accent. It is my big problem, 
too. 
Recently, I have been trying to correct my English 
pronunciation as well as trying to speak and listen 
to English almost everyday. I think I am improving 
day by day, and I am enjoying studying English. 
When I was a student in Japan, I was merely chas-
ing English examinations. Now I am studying Eng-
lish, not for examinations, but for myself. How nice 
it is! 
Although to remember new difficult English words 
is difficult for me, I enjoy learning English as a sec-
ond language. I hope I will improve my English, 
and also hope I can speak a lot with my friends 
from foreign countries and American friends in 
English! 

Making English My 
Second Language 

By Noriko Egawa 

(This is a recipe offered by my sister-in-law, Amber 
Zavada.  She recommended this especially for holi-
days because of the color and delicious flavor.  I 
have reproduced the recipe unedited from her 
cookbook.) 
Silky cream cheese combines with pumpkin and 
spices for an amazingly delicious remake of a tradi-
tional cheesecake.  Experience ecstasy! 
Make a crust of: 

• 2 cups graham cracker crumbs 
• 1 tbsp. sugar 
• ¼ cup melted butter 

Press evenly into a pie pan. 
Make a filling of: 

• 2 pkgs. cream cheese 
• ¾ cup sugar 
• 16 oz. canned pumpkin 
• 1 tbsp. cinnamon 
• 1 tsp. ginger 
• 1 tsp. nutmeg 
• ¼ tsp. salt 
• 2 eggs 

Pour filling into pie pan.  Bake at 350 degrees for 
50 minutes. 
Meanwhile, make a topping of: 

• 2 cups light sour cream 
• 3 tbsp. sugar 
• 1 tsp. vanilla 

Remove cake from oven and spread topping over 
cheesecake.  Return to oven and bake for 5 more 
minutes.  Chill overnight.  Serves 6-8. 

Pumpkin Cheesecake 
By Charo Mina-Rojas 
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The following is the results of a survey conducted 
at Jefferson School in November 2000 for all ESL 
classes.  Forty-three students responded.  Because 
of errors in tabulation, three questions in the origi-
nal survey have been omitted here. 
 
1. It is more important to speak my native lan-

guage at home than English. 
Yes:  67% (29 votes) No: 33% (14 votes) 

2. All students should pay money for English 
classes. 
Yes:  7% (3 votes) No: 93% (40 votes) 

3. Do you think married women should work 
outside the home? 
Yes:  67% (29 votes)* No: 30% (13 votes) 
*Note:  One person added: a woman should not 
work after she has children. Four people added: 
a woman should be able to work if she wants to, 
not have to work. 

4. Do people in the U.S. work too many hours 
every day? 
Yes:  58% (25 votes) No: 39.5% (17 votes) 

5. Do you like your job? 
Yes:  67% (29 votes) No: 19% (8 votes) 

6. Do you want a different job? 
Yes:  56% (24 votes) No: 26% (11 votes) 

7. Do you want to go to college? 
Yes:  81% (35 votes) No: 16% (7 votes) 

8. Are people in Charlottesville sometimes dis-
respectful to you because you do not speak 
English well? 
Yes:  46.5% (20 votes) No: 51% (22 votes) 

9. Since you have been in Charlottesville, have 
you had to go to a doctor? 
Yes:  42% (18 votes) No: 58% (25 votes) 

10. Do you ride the bus? 
Yes:  44% (19 votes) No: 53.5% (23 votes) 

11. Does Charlottesville need more bike and 
walking paths? 
Yes:  49% (21 votes) No: 49% (21 votes) 

12. Are parks and clean water important to you? 
Very important: 81% (35 votes) 
Somewhat important: 16% (7 votes) 
Not important: 2% (1 vote) 

13. Are ESL classes for children in the public 
schools important to you? 
Very important: 79% (34 votes) 
Somewhat important: 14% (6 votes) 
Not important: 5% (2 votes) 

14. What is one thing you want to do but cannot 
do because you do not speak English well? 
Do social work where I need to communicate 

with people 
Be a volunteer at my children’s school; intro-

duce my country’s culture to others 
Make friends; have conversations with Ameri-

can friends 
Be able to negotiate auto insurance problems 
Be a psychologist 
Work and have a normal life; get a better job; 

do my job well; have a full-time job 
Be myself, because often I would like to do and 

say something, and I try but sometimes I 
fail 

Go to college 
Read books and newspapers 
Help others who don’t speak any English 
Defend myself 
Study American culture 
Listen to information every day and understand 

everything 
Study computers 
Become a lawyer 
Study management because I was in manage-

ment before in my country 
Watch TV and get correct information 
Talk to the doctor 
Sometimes I want to say something, but I can’t 

say it very well 
Travel in the U.S. 
Work in an airplane 
Go shopping alone or with my child 
Be a better housewife 

ESL Survey – November 2000 
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Do you have a story, an opinion, a skill you want to 
tell people about, a recipe, a good idea, a com-
plaint, a response to what you learned here? 
 
Share it with others! 
 
All submissions are considered.  You don’t have to 
be part of the Newspaper Class to contribute!  Next 
deadline is December 13, 2000. 
 
There are still openings in the Newspaper Class!  
Classes meet every Wednesday from 9:30 to 12:00  
and Friday from 11:00 to 1:00. 
 
If interested, call 245-2817 or e-mail:  
erno@esinet.net. 

Want to Contribute to the 
Multicultural Brief? 

The Multicultural Brief is an ESL newsletter 
created by students who want to improve their 
English and is produced as part of a newspa-
per class offered through the Charlottesville 
Adult Education program.  Its purpose is to 
provide students with an opportunity to 
• share their experiences of being from an-

other country 
• offer multicultural perspectives on life in 

Charlottesville 
• help inform people who are new to Char-

lottesville of issues and opportunities 
around town 

• build a bridge of communication between 
the ESL population and Americans living in 
the Charlottesville community 

Mission Statement 

sometimes sends us their pictures and their voices 
(vow-wow) through the Internet. When we chat 
with each other through the Internet, he always 
talks about Jake and Wendy. He loves my dogs, 
too. They are very happy now in Japan except we 
miss them.  
If you plan a short trip without your pets, there are 
some places to take care of them in Charlottesville. 
One good company is Pet Watch Services at “977-
PETS”, or please see “Pet Boarding & Sitting Ser-
vices” in Yellow pages. There also are some pet 
schools and some pet hotels. 

Trying to Travel to the U.S. with My Pets 
Continued from Page 2 


