
The Jefferson 
Madison Regional 
Library is located 
in the most popu-
lar area of  
Downtown Char-
lottesville. It is 
also the biggest 
public library in 
the city.  I don't 
know much about 
the history of the 
library, but, 
guessing from the 
library's name, it 
must be influ-
enced by the 
great Presidents 
Thomas Jefferson 
and James Madi-
son. Charlottes-
ville was Jeffer-
son's home town. 
We can see a lot 
of memorials for 
him everywhere. 

 

I can't remember 
who first told me 
that there was a 

public library. Many 
times I just walked 
past the European- 
style building, but I 
never had the cour-
age go inside. I used 
to live in a country 
that has a compli-
cated application 
system for every-
thing.  Fortunately, 

it is much easier in 
the U.S. Last Fri-
day, my friend and 
I went into the li-
brary where I 
found that it is 
open to everyone. 
You do not have to 
be a citizen. You 
do not need a 
green card or a so-
cial security num-
ber. Your name 
with photo identi-
fication and ad-
dress are the only 
things they re-
quest.  

  

It is a three-story 
building. The main 
entrance is on the 
second floor and 
the registration 
desk is near the 
entrance. The       
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Jefferson-Madison Regional Li-
brary, Central Branch, at 201 East 
Market Street, Charlottesville, VA. 



We also look at other 
opportunities around 
town.  First, we explore 
various methods for 
learning English on 
one’s own.  Some of 
these methods are more 
effective than others; 
some even make us 
laugh.  We also review 
more structured meth-
ods: tutoring, English 
classes, Dialogue Café, 
book groups, and PVCC, 
are wonderful opportu-
nities to study English, 
make friends, and learn 
about other cultures. 

We also include reviews 
of 2 American movie 
classics.  Seen from in-
ternational eyes, these 
movies take on deeper 
meaning.  One writer 
shows the relevance of 
Brave Heart to issues of 
global concern today. 
Another writer describes 
how Doris Day’s strug-
gles resonates with 
refugees’ views of what 
it means to “pull one-
self up by the boot-
straps”.  One of the 
writers draws on the 
title of the song 
“Strangers in the Night” 
to create a fictional 
work that is hauntingly 
dreamlike where strang-
ers meet and acquaint-
ances reunite in an un-
known city in the night. 

Another writer offers 
the excellent tip of 
watching “House Hunt-
ers” on TV both to im-
prove her English and 
also to learn about the 
different kinds of homes 
people live in in the 
U.S. 

Two writers offer self-
reflective pieces recall-
ing joyful past experi-
ences in their lives.  An-
other explores how life 
changes can render one 
at a loss:  getting mar-
ried, leaving her home 
country to begin life 
again in the U.S., and 
having children has led 
her to question who she 
really is.  Did she lose 
the dream of who she 
thought she could be?  
For another writer, be-
coming an au pair and 
being able to explore 
the adventure of living 
in the U.S. is the fulfill-
ment of her greatest 
dream. 

Being able to break 
through the culture bar-
rier and truly find a 
friend in the new cul-
ture through the inex-
plicability of 
“chemistry” allows one 
writer to appreciate the 
needs of her new friend, 
leading to a reflection 
on the differences in 
social services available 

between cultures.  

Finally, a writer takes 
us through the chal-
lenges of trying to live 
in Charlottesville with-
out a car and the daunt-
ing tasks of learning to 
drive and get a driver’s 
license.  She concludes 
our issue with whimsi-
cal, occasionally fright-
ening vignettes of cul-
tural adjustment and 
trying to make sense of 
strange behaviors and 
unusual signs she sees 
on the streets of Char-
lottesville. 

We hope you enjoy, and 
happy holidays to all!. 

 

Leslie A. Furlong, Editor 

From the Editor: 
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Every issue of the Multi-
cultural Brief demon-
strates the creativity and 
unique perspective of in-
ternational writers living 
in Charlottesville.  This 
issue includes reviews of 
American movies and TV 
programs as well as issues 
of adjustment to daily 
life in a new country. 

We begin with a visit to 
the Central Branch of the 
Jefferson-Madison Re-
gional Library.  At first, 
the steps up to the li-
brary door can be intimi-
dating, reminding new-
comers of their home 
countries where regula-
tions may restrict who 
has access to the oppor-
tunity to study and learn. 
Many may hesitate a long 
time before opening the 
library door.  Once in-
side, however, a welcom-
ing world opens up to all 
who enter, offering the 
possibility to sit and be 
with books in an inspiring 
atmosphere conducive to 
study.   

© 2011 Charlottesville Adult Educa-
tion.  All Rights Reserved.  The 
entire contents of this publication 
are protected by copyright.  All 
rights reserved.   

This project was funded in part by 
the VA Department of Education 
under the EL/Civics Grant. How-
ever, opinions expressed herein do 
not represent the position or policy 
of the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, and no official  endorsement 
should be inferred. 

Do you have a story, an 
opinion, a skill you want to 
tell people about, a recipe, 
a good idea, a complaint, or 
a response to what you 
learned here?  Share it with 
others!  All submissions are 
considered. You don’t have 
to be part of the Newspaper 
Class to contribute!  To sub-
mit material or to receive 
the Multi-Cultural Brief, 
visit us at 935-A Second 
Street S.E., Charlottesville, 
VA  22902 or call 434-245-
2817. 

Want to Contribute to 
the Multi-Cultural 

Brief? 
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To learn English is a 
nightmare for Chi-
nese students. Even 
though we study 
English in middle 
school, in high 
school, and at uni-
versity, and even 
though we can show 
off how much vo-
cabulary and gram-
mar we know, yet 
we can’t speak Eng-
lish even as well as 
an American child. 

“There must be 
something wrong 
with our method.” 
Some people realize 
this, so they try to 
find the most effec-
tive and efficient 
way for studying 
English. There are 
various methods all 
over the internet. I 
have studied them. 
Some are very inter-
esting, and now I 
would like to share 
them with you. 

 

1.  Make an Ameri-
can boyfriend/
girlfriend 

This is a romantic 
method. Of course, 

if you have a boy-
friend or girlfriend 
who speaks English, 
you will have an 
urge to communi-
cate with him/her. 
In this way, you will 
learn the language 
soon. 

  

For me, it isn’t pos-
sible. I already have 
a Chinese husband, 
who dislikes speak-
ing English. Instead 
of this, I can make 
international friends 
to practice English. I 
like to communicate 
with them. We not 
only practice English 
but also talk about 
our cultures. It is a 
window for me to 
know a variety coun-
tries and customs. 

 

2. Watch American 
movies 

A Chinese person 
wrote a story, which 
said one of his co-
workers, who was 
German, could 
speak English very 
well. This guy asked 
him how he learned 
English. The German 
answered that he 
learned it just from 
watching American 
movies. This guy 
thought, “Well, this 
is a good method. I 
can watch movies. 
At the same time, I 
can learn English.” 
He started doing it; 
he watched Ameri-
can movies every 
day. Two months 
later, he found that 
he could read the 
Chinese captions 
more and more 
quickly, but didn’t 
get any improve-
ment in English. In 
the end, he con-
cluded that we can’t 
learn English just 
from movies be-
cause Chinese and 
English are totally 
different. 

 

How Do You Learn English? 
 By Jiyuan Zhu (China) 

(Continued on page 4) 

“Even though 
we study Eng-
lish in middle 
school, in high 
school, and at 
university, and 
even though we 
can show off 
how much vo-
cabulary and 
grammar we 
know, yet we 
can’t speak 
English even as 
well as an 
American 
child.” 

“I can make 
international 
friends to 
practice 
English … We 
not only 
practice 
English but 
also talk 
about our 
cultures.” 



Some teachers sug-
gest that we should 
watch movies or TV 
to learn English. 
Anyway, I think we 
can use it as an aux-
iliary method. But 
you need to remem-
ber, don’t stare at 
the captions! 

 

3. Learn English 
from reading 

Many teachers rec-
ommend this 
method. You can 
learn vocabulary and 
sentence patterns 
from reading; it is 
more interesting 
than memorizing 
words and grammar. 
As an old Chinese 
saying goes, the 
more you read, the 
better you will 
write. 

 

I tried to read a 
novel. There were 
twenty new words 
on the first page. I 
looked them up in 
the dictionary, but 
there were also 
more than twenty 
new words on the 

second page. I had 
to give up. Obvi-
ously I had chosen 
the wrong book. 

 

So if you want to 
start reading, re-
member to choose a 
suitable book. This 
is all-important. 
Even if you choose a 
children’s book, as 
long as you read it, 
you will have a big 
success. 

 

4. Don’t study Eng-
lish 

Absolutely Don’t 
Study English is the 
name of a book 
written by a Korean 
professor. It was 
popular in China at 
one time. Even now, 
there are a lot of 
people who support 
his theory. This pro-
fessor argues that 
we should learn Eng-
lish like kids. Kids 
don’t learn English.  
They just listen to it 
for one or two 
years, and then they 
try to use it.  He 
recommends that 

you need to listen to 
English videos or 
tapes for several 
months — the length 
of time depends on 
your level of Eng-
lish, and then imi-
tate the tapes. 
Don’t memorize 
words or grammar or 
something else.  
Just listen and imi-
tate. Someday you 
will find you can 
speak English well. 

I didn’t try this 
method, but I agree 
that learning lan-
guage is by imita-
tion. 

 

Well, there are four 
methods here. I 
don’t want to make 
this article too long. 
So let’s stop here. 
Do you think these 
methods are inter-
esting? Would you 
like to tell me how 
you learn English? 

How Do You Learn English? (Continued from page 3) 

“I tried to 
read a novel.  

There were 
twenty new 

words on the 
first page.  I 
looked them 

up in the dic-
tionary, but 
there were 
also more 

than twenty 
new words on 

the second 
page.” 

“So if you 
want to start 

reading, 
remember to 

choose a 
suitable 

book … Even 
if you choose 

a children’s 
book, as long 

as you read 
it, you will 
have a big 
success.” 
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In March of 2011, I 
came to Charlottes-
ville from South Ko-
rea.  At that time, I 
wanted to find a 
center to improve 
my English because 
it was not good 
enough to use flu-
ently in daily life al-
though I had studied 
English for about 12 
years in Korea.  One 
of my Korean friends 
told me about some 
centers and schools 
for learning English 
in Charlottesville.  
After following her 
suggestions, I real-
ized that those cen-
ters are really help-
ful. 

Here are several 
suggestions for 
learning English.   

If you want to have 
a free one-on-one 
language tutor, then 
knock on the door of 

differentiated 
classes and Dialogue 
Café.  You need to 
take an assessment 
test to evaluate 
your English level, 
and, according to 
the results of the 
test, they will rec-
ommend a proper 
class.  There are 
many types of 
classes at the 
school, like ESL, 
preparing for the 
GED, preparing for 
citizenship, com-
puter skills, and Dia-
logue Café.  Dia-
logue Café is a 
friendly time with 

other international 
people and volun-
teers.  Some classes 
are free, but most 
classes require a 

English Learning Programs in  
Charlottesville 

By Daniel Son  (South Korea) 

“Dialogue 
Café is a 
friendly 

time with 
other 

internationa
l people and 
volunteers.” 
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“If you want 
to have a free 
one-on-one 
language tu-
tor, then 
knock on the 
door of Liter-
acy Volun-
teers in Char-
lottesville/
Albemarle 
(LVCA).” 

Literacy Volunteers 
in Charlottesville/
Albemarle (LVCA).  
There are some re-
quirements which 
this agency has for 
learners.  First, you 
must maintain tu-
toring for at least a 
year.  It means, if 
you are going to 
move to another re-
gion soon, you 
would be better to 
find another center.  
Second, you should 
meet your tutor 
regularly two hours 
a week.  If you can 
agree to these re-
quirements, you can 
meet your friendly 
language tutor.  Be-
fore you go there, it 
is good for you to 
set your goals for 
this tutoring.  For 
example, “I will im-
prove my writing 
skills or practice 
conversation.” 

The Charlottesville 
Adult Learning 
Center (ALC) also 
gives many opportu-
nities to learn and 
use English through 

(continued on page 6) 
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“You can 
participate 
in a book dis-
cussion 
group, an 
English con-
versation 
group, and a 
culture & 
customs in 
the U.S. class 
for free at 
the Interna-
tional Center 
of UVA. 

fee.  Dialogue Café 
is different from 
classes, and it is 
free.   

Albemarle County 
Adult Education has 
many classes for ESL 
including TOEFL, 
preparing for the 
GED, preparing for 
citizenship, com-
puter skills, and so 
on.  If you want to 

enroll in an ESL 
class, you should 
register for the class 
in advance or on the 
first day of class. 
I’ve not been there, 
but one of my 
friends who had 
taken a class there 
told me that the 
teacher is so 
friendly and helps to 
improve English a 
lot.  The morning 
group is smaller 
than evening 
classes, and there 
you can talk more.  
However, if you 
want to study with 
many classmates, 
evening classes are 
better for you. 

You can participate 
in a book discussion 
group, an English 
conversation group, 
and a culture & cus-
toms in the U.S. 
class for free at the 
International Cen-
ter of UVA.  Lots of 

international people 
gave good feedback 
about the book dis-
cussion group to me.  
The International 
Center  also has a va-
riety of events every 
month like Cooking 
International Food, 
Picnic, 
and 
Pizza & 
Movie.  
Through 
those 
activi-
ties, 
you can use English 
more, and your Eng-
lish skills will im-
prove. 

Why don’t you visit 
these websites to 
learn more and par-
ticipate? 

LVCA:  http://
literacyforall.org/ 

Charlottesville Adult 
Learning Center:  
http://
www.adultslearn.org/ 

Albemarle County 
Adult Education:  
http://
schoolcen-
ter.k12albemarle.org
/education/school/
school.php?

English Learning Programs in Charlottesville  
Continued from page 4 

Are You Thinking of Attending PVCC? 

Do you have questions about career assessment, 
career planning, placement testing at PVCC, schol-
arship information, program assessment, and other 

community college options? 

Lynda Smethurst 

Adult Career Coach 

VA Workforce Center 

Adjunct Instructor, Student Development 

Piedmont Virginia Community College 

434-293-8901; lsmethurst@pvcc.edu 

Will be available in the Adult Learning Center Re-
source Room: 

Every Thursday 

From 12:30-3:00 p.m.  

Also available at One-Stop:  M, T, W: 9:30-2:30 p.m.                   
& Th.: 9:30-noon 



“Brave Heart” is the 
name of a movie.  It is 
my favorite and the 
story of my dreams.  
It is also the only 
movie I recommend to 
others. I watched it 
many times, and each 
time I needed a tissue 
to wipe my tears. It 
always touches my 
heart.  The reason I 
love it is because I am 
Tibetan, and the story 
is very similar to that 
of contemporary Ti-
bet.  I was attracted 
to the protagonist 
William Wallace and 
he inspired me.   

The movie describes 
how, many years ago, 
England occupied 
Scotland, and the 
English treated the 
Scots very badly. 
There were many un-
fair laws for the 
Scots. William Wal-
lace was a common 
Scottish farmer whose 
father and brother 
were killed by the 
King of England after 
they had protested 
against him while Wil-
liam was very young.  
Years later, his wife 
was killed by the local 
governor. After losing 

the last of his fam-
ily, he couldn't com-
ply with the unfair 
laws any longer. He 
led the local people 
in the fight against 
the English. He did-
n't fear anything. He 
inspired his people 
and he won many 
battles. He gained 
the respect of all 
the Scots. The peo-
ple loved him, 
trusted him, and 
supported him. The 
English soldiers be-
came afraid just 
hearing his name.  
Even the king of 
England was jealous 
of him.  It is sad 
that the king of 
Scotland didn't have 
the courage to fight 
against England. He 
went as far as be-
traying William, and 
the tragic hero was 
arrested and killed 
by the king of Eng-
land, lost to his be-
loved people and 
country forever.  
But his spirit of 
fighting for freedom 
hadn't gone with 
him. The Scots 
fought until they got 
independence for 
their country. 

Many people think 
this movie has too 
much violence. I had 
the same thought 
when I watched it 
again last week. I 
find true freedom 
comes, not after 
bloodletting, but 
through nonviolent 
means such as Gan-
dhi taught us. I al-
ways believe that 
having a brave heart 
can make anything 
possible. Many peo-
ple think that they 
are only playing a 
small role in their 
own society and that 
they cannot change 
anything, but if they 
have enough cour-
age to take a chal-
lenge, they probably 
will become a hero. 

   Anyway, I love the 
whole movie, espe-
cially the speech 
with which William 
inspires his soldiers. 
It inspired me as 
well and gave me 
the dream of the 
possibility for Tibet. 

“Brave Heart” 
By Zhuoma (Tibet) 

“… if they 
have enough 
courage to 
take a 
challenge, 
they probably 
will become a 
hero.” 

“Brave 
Heart” is 
the name of 
a movie.  It 
is my favor-
ite and the 
story of my 
dreams.” 
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“Say Hello to Yes-
terday”:  This is a 
movie I saw before.  
It could be a phi-
losophy for our life, 
at least for me.   

 

She was Doris Day, 
the actor.  The 
movie shows us how 
to deal with life.  
Leaving everything 
behind, you go to 
work and work hard 
for the new life and 

your future.  

 

 Is that true?  Yes, it 
is like that because 
you will not remem-
ber the hard and 
bad events from be-
fore.  Maybe these 
old memories will 
disturb the recent 
ones.  Actually, for 
me, I did it, and I 
found I succeeded to 
a point at it. 

How much was com-
fortable and useful?  
Even if you don’t 
forget everything, 
try to live in a new 
style in your rela-
tions and dealings 
with others in addi-
tion to your previous 
experience, so that 
you are able to do it 
and “say hello to 
yesterday.” 

“Say Hello to Yesterday”              
By Jaafar Ketab (Iraq) 

Editor’s note:  This is 
a fictional story in-
spired by Frank Sina-
tra’s famous rendi-
tion of the song, 
Strangers in the 
Night. 

 

He was wandering 
through the streets 
of the huge city, 
which he hadn’t 
seen before.  Look-
ing at the buildings, 
walking among the 
shops, he lost him-
self there. 

After a while, he 
met an old friend 
from Poland whom 
he hadn’t seen in 
three years.  He 
asked him about his 
condition/situation.  
They walked to-
gether.  He re-
minded him of the 
other friends and 
how the Russian lost 
his job because of 
his illness. 

 

They were hours 
wandering there.  

Then, they met an-
other group.  After 
welcoming them, 
they all stayed.  
They didn’t know 
what to do because 
most of them hadn’t 
been here before.  
Most of them spent 
that night moving, 
dancing, eating until 
sunrise and deter-
mined to have a 
meeting at the end 
of every month to 
spend a good time 
together. 

“Strangers in the Night”  
By Jaafar Ketab (Iraq) 

“Leaving 
everything 

behind, you 
go to work 

and work 
hard for 

the new life 
and your 
future.” 

“They didn’t 
know what to 

do because 
most of them 

hadn’t been 
here before.” 
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When I introduce 
myself, I usually 
say that I am a 
wife of one man 
and a mother of 
three kids.  And 
then I want to say 
something more 
about myself, but I 
don't have any idea 
who I am. 
 
After I got mar-
ried, I had to move 
from my home-
land. I had to learn 
everything as a be-
ginner.   I not only 
had to learn a new 
language, but I 
also had to learn 
how to cook what I 
wanted to eat. 
 
That made incon-
venience for me, 
and I felt myself 
getting smaller.  
Moreover, my job 

as a mom made me 
feel that I was 
gradually disap-
pearing from what 
I wanted to do be-
cause I knew that I 
couldn't do every-
thing:  be a mom 
and be myself. 
 
When my first 
daughter wanted 
to learn a song in 
English, I had to 
learn the song, 
too, because she 
wanted to know  
what the words 
meant. When she 
went to school, I 
had to learn what 
kind of lunch was 
familiar with other  
kids.  It was just 
like that as I came 
across new cul-
tures. 
 
Sometimes I have 
thought that my 
life is tired and full 
of dread and 
shame, but I am 
realizing that I am 
gaining  two 
things, which are 
mother as my job 

and “I” as part of 
me. 
 
I am writing while 
my son is playing 
soccer at soccer 
practice on the 
field. I am so 
happy to see his 
face, so full of ex-
citement and hap-
piness. This is the 
family that I wish 
to make. 
 
I think that these 
days are the best  
days of my life.  
 
My schedule is 
filled with my kids’ 
activities. I have to 
pay attention to 
trifles, the small-
est details.    
Sometimes I forget 
what is important, 
while doing what I 
need to do uncon-
sciously.  
 
But I will keep in 
mind that I am 
spending the hap-
piest time and 
would  never trade 
it for anything. 

What Is Happiness to Me?               
By Kyung Ae Hwang (South Korea) 

“And then I 
wanted to say 
something 
more about 
myself, but I 
don’t have 
any idea who I 
am.” 

“...I felt 
myself getting 
smaller.  
Moreover, my 
job as a mom 
made me feel 
that I was 
gradually 
disappearing 
from what I 
wanted to 
do…” 

Do you know who you are? 
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When I 
first ar-

rived on the Mediterra-
nean Sea, --Mare Nos-
trum--, or “our sea” as 
the Romans called it – I 
could not believe what I 
saw from the window of 
the airplane: a portion of 
land in the middle of the 
“Blue Sea” in the form of 
the 'head of a goat' ...  
Look at the map! 

“Awesome!” I thought ... 
“This really is paradise"... 

First, the airport ... in-
credible, large, modern 
and thousands of people 
coming and going ... 

mostly tourists in what is the 
busiest airport in the world 
during the months of July and 
August!  Summer had ar-
rived ... and summer vaca-
tion. What better place to 
visit an island paradise than 
the legendary Mediterranean? 

With every step I took I could 
not believe I was on an is-
land ... modern auto-routes, 
vehicles, people, tourist 
buses, supermarkets with the 
best provisions and delicacies! 
Wonderful shops, restaurants, 
beaches, and people from 
every place in the world… 

I had arrived in “Paradise”:  
Mallorca the largest of the 

Balearic 
Islands 
located 
in the 
Mediter-
ranean 
Sea.  The 
name 
derives from Latin: insula major, or 
the “larger” island. 

The island offers a blend of inter-
national glamour and Mediterra-
nean tranquility. This unique place 
gives you the freedom to do every-
thing or nothing. 

The difference between a sea and 
an ocean is very great and very 
special. The water surrounding the 
island changes 

Paradise in the Middle of the “Blue Sea”      
By Giselle Azuola-Gerli   (Costa Rica) 

(Continued on page 11) 

My Memory                                                            

By Arslanbek Aliyev  (Russia) 

 

 

 

In December 2007, my un-
cle, Saied, invited my 
brother, Jamshid, a friend 
James, and me to go skiing 
and snowboarding in Laco-
nia, New Hampshire. 

My brother drove us in his 
BMW, and, as we traveled 
north, the weather got 
colder and colder.   

In New Jersey, we stopped 

for gas and coffee.  

When we approached New York 
State, we got lost.  We had to 
restart our GPS to find the 
way.  We drove through the 
night and saw many lights of 
many cities.  In New York, we 
saw the Statue of Liberty with 
its lights on.   

Driving became difficult be-
cause it was snowing, and the 
roads had not been cleared.   

After twelve hours, we finally 
arrived in Laconia, New Hamp-
shire.  We went to my uncle’s 
house to rest. 

After a good meal and rest, we 
went to the mountains to ski 
and snowboard.  My brother and 
James had their own snow-
boards.  Only I rented skis.  We 
got free tickets because my un-
cle worked at the ski lift.   

We had a great day skiing and 
snowboarding, and afterwards, 
we went to the clubhouse to 
swim in the warm indoor pool. 

After three wonderful days, we 
drove back to Charlottesville.   

This was a good memory be-
cause I had a work accident and 
can’t ski anymore. 
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from sky blue, to sap-
phire, to emerald green.  
It is amazing to see how 
vivid, colorful, and yet 
clear the water can be. It 
is an “invitation” to ad-
mire the Mediterranean.   
 
The contrast of the blues 
is most beautiful in the 
“Calas”  - (inlets or 
coves, narrow areas of 
water that go into the 
land from a sea or lake).  
It is “necessary” to visit 
the very charming  — Cala 
de Deiá.  Here you can 
swim, lie on the pebble 
beach, or have lunch in 
one of the restaurants 
that offer freshly caught 
fish:  “CA’N PATRÓ 
MARCH”. This restaurant 
was started by a fisher-
man from Deiá when he 
would arrive in his boat 
with different kinds of 

seafood and fish… and cook 
delicious, fresh fish in a typi-
cal hut right on the beach, 
Wow!… It was a spectacular 
gourmet event… and the tour-
ists and people from town be-
gan to come to this “sea food 
paradise”. Now his descen-
dents are in charge and run an 
exquisite typical restaurant in 
the cala!!!  

And…you cannot forget the 
famous pearls!  Mallorca 
pearls are a variety of man-
made, synthetic pearls. The 
pearls take their name, Ma-
jorica, from this Mediterra-
nean island.  

The history of the pearls dates 
back more than a hundred 
years.  The pearls are known 
around the world for their ex-
traordinary likeness to natural 
pearls. They are known for 
their perfection and superior 

quality.  

Summary:  Mallorca, it’s a won-
derful place where dreams come 
true!  Mallorca is “The BIGGEST 
PEARL OF THE MEDITERRANEAN” 
… The island’s history, its 
weather, its people, its gastron-
omy, its gorgeous places, its 
pearls, its “Calas”, and the bril-
liant Big Blue Sea!   I LOVE MAL-
LORCA!!   It is Paradise … 

Paradise in the Middle of the “Blue Sea” (Continued from page 9) 

My American Dream 
By Angelina  Kotljarenko (Germany) 

Coming to United States 
was probably the most 
important thing I ever 
did in my life so far. I 
was fourteen years old 
when I started dreaming 
about coming to Amer-
ica. At this age I tried to 
figure out what my fu-
ture should look like. I 
knew I would be very ex-
hausted after thirteen 

years of school, so I decided 
that I did not want to con-
tinue to study immediately. 
“What else can I do?” That’s 
the question which was in my 
mind. I looked at all the op-
portunities, but there was 
nothing I would like to do. I 
got very frustrated because I 
wanted to do something in-
credible but I did not know 
what it should be. After 

months of research I heard some-
thing about “Au Pair”.  What is an 
au pair?” I started to inform myself 
about it on the internet. After five 
minutes of reading the definition, I 
just felt that this was it. This is 
what I wanted to do. I got all ex-
cited and told my friends about it, 
but they just thought that it is a 
crazy idea.” Leaving Germany, 
leaving your family, leaving gym-
nastics, leaving 

(Continued on page 12) 

                       

                                                                        

Giselle Azuela-Gerli and her husband at Ca’n 
Patro March Restaurant in Mallorca. 



us, leaving everything you 
have?! That’s what you 
want?” They tried to talk 
me out of it, but it did 
not work. I still wanted to 
do it. Months later, I was 
still talking about it and 
all my friends got very an-
noyed. The worst part 
about becoming an au 
pair was not my friends 
who did not support me. 
It was that I had to be 18 
years old. That meant for 
me that I needed to wait 
four years. Only the 
thought about waiting 
made me sad. I really was 
ready and I wanted to go. 
After several months, I 

realized that waiting has also 
some benefits. These four 
years gave me time to be a 
teenager and it also showed 
me that waiting can be beau-
tiful. After this experience I 
can definitely say that waiting 
for something good to hap-
pened feels great. So at the 
age of eighteen I matched 
with my host family from 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and 
my flight to the United States 
was on my nineteenth birth-
day, which I thought made the 
waiting even greater. Weeks 
before the flight, my excite-
ment was like riding a roller- 
coaster. One day I made it 
through the day without think-

ing about leaving everything behind 
and on the next day I just could not 
stop thinking how exciting it would 
be to meet my host family, meet 
new people, learn a new culture, 
learn English and feel free and in-
dependent. On the flight from 
Frankfurt, Germany to New York —
United States, it was like a new 
chapter of my personal book 
opened up. The feeling was just 
indescribable.  

So far I have managed to live one 
year and four months with this in-
credible host family. I am so grate-
ful for everything I have here. Be-
coming an au pair was the best 
thing I could do, and I enjoy every 
minute. 

My American Dream (Continued from page 11) 
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When I arrived for the first 
time at a new church, 
what a special surprise: 
who came to give me WEL-
COME!  A beautiful, ele-
gant and special older 
lady.  Immediately there 
was “chemistry” between 
us. I thought,  “She will be 
a real friend in my life.” 
Her name is Annette Bae-
hene. She has be an angel 
in my life. 

“A friend loves at all 
times.  She is there to 
help when trouble 
comes.” –Proverbs 

Annette is 94 years old.  She 
was born in Chicago.  Her par-
ents were from the Nether-
lands. She grew up in a great 
family, studied piano, and she 
had a wonderful opportunity 
to read and study the Scrip-
tures. 

Annette plays the piano in the 
church. She is an energetic 
woman, a good example for 
all women.  In spite of her 94 
years, she always drives her 
car, she does the chores of 
the house, attends Bible 
classes, she reads, she uses 
the computer, and she is even 

on Facebook !!  Amazing!  

At present, she is not in good 
health: she has arthritis, which has 
forced her to be less active.  In 
spite of this, she maintains her 
vanity, and is always very well 
dressed and neatly made-up. She 
comes and she goes, always refus-
ing to utilize a cane to walk de-
spite her pain.  She attends every 
day to her husband, Carl. He is 96 
years old!  

Annette has been a great life’s ex-
ample for me: a woman full of vir-
tues, always the leader of her fam-
ily; a woman of 

An Aging Friend                               
By By Giselle Azuola-Gerli  (Costa Rica) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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unbreakable faith, 
guided closely by the 
scriptures, always of-
fering good counsel, 
finding ways to help 
her family and others; 
she is never at rest, 
always watching over 
others. 

Thank God for her 
family, above all, her 
daughters who watch 
over her and their fa-
ther. 

I am sorry that in the 
United States families 
do not often have the 
opportunity to care 
for their aged par-
ents, grandparents, 
and other relatives. 
They are generally 
sent to “retirement” 

or “rest” homes, 
where they remain 
alone, far from their 
loved ones, and where 
they die in solitude. 

In Costa Rica we are 
fortunate to have 
many advantages for 
older people: first, 
our Social Security, 
which provides for 
free universal health 
care; second, low-cost 
private social services 
to help people of ad-
vanced age and other 
needs, which allow 
the aged to stay at 
home with their fami-
lies up until their final 
days. 

I would love to help 
Annette and take her 

to my country, where 
I know she would al-
ways be surrounded 
by good care and 
much love. 

When I am old, I 
would like to follow 
Annette’s example 
and be always full of 
life and  “joie de 
vivre”, praying and 
studying the scrip-
tures. 

I offer a gesture of 
respect and admira-
tion for my “Madre 
Dos”, as she calls her-
self. 

Thank you, Annette, 
for being a living ex-
ample to us all. Be 
blessed! 

An Aging Friend (Continued from page 12) 

It is very easy to say 
it, but it is difficult 
to apply.  Everyone 
can do everything 
within his abilities.  
So, that means 
nothing is impossible 
when you make the 
right decision. 

I think, however, 
that this is not 
enough.  Besides 
that, there must be 
the suitable time 

and situation in 
which to do it. 

Therefore, keep this 
advice in mind as I 
think it is no prob-
lem to overcome all 
obstacles you are 
facing. At the same 
time, we can plan 
for our shining fu-
ture not for us alone 
but even for all the 
family. 

Whenever you have 
a brain to think and 
the hands to work, 
legs to move, and in 
addition to all of 
these the courage, 
then you can do 
what you determine 
to do. 

Even a Worm Can Turn                   
By Jaafar Ketab (Iraq) 

“A beautiful, 
elegant, and 
special lady.  
Immediately, 
there was 
“chemistry” 
between us.  I 
thought, ‘She 
will be a real 
friend in my 
life.’” 

“Whenever 
you have a 
brain to think 
and the hands 
to work, legs 
to move, and 
in addition to 
all of these 
the courage, 
then you can 
do what you 
determine to 
do.” 
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I heard that the U.S. 
is A Country on 
Wheels. Most Ameri-
can families have at 
least two vehicles. It 
seems Americans are 
able to do nothing 
without a vehicle. Af-
ter I came here, I 
found it is so true. 
The nearest grocery 
store is one mile from 
my home. You want to 
go shopping on foot? It 
is not impossible.  It 
just takes you several 
hours. Plus, you also 
need to consider how 
to carry a pile of 
stuff. 

Although I didn’t have 
a car in China, I could 
take bus or taxi. It 
was convenient. 
There were taxis eve-
rywhere, and the bus 
stop was only 300 feet 
from my home. 

But here, the nearest 
bus stop is 2000 feet 
away, and buses ar-
rive there every half 
hour or one hour. As 
for taxis, I see few 
taxis on the street, 
and they are sort of 
expensive. 

Due to these things, I 
felt that I lost my legs 
here. I could go no-
where. Initially, this 

was not a problem. As 
my English was poor, I 
had no friends here, 
and I didn’t need to 
go out alone. My hus-
band could drive. 
That was enough, but 
it became a big prob-
lem since I started 
taking ESL class at 
ALC.  

There was no bus that 
could take me there 
directly from my 
home. Every class 
day, I took the bus to 
UVA hospital, and 
then I walked to ALC, 
thirty or so minutes. 
In the beginning, it 
was a nice trip. It was 
spring, everything was 
green, the sun was 
shining, I was happy 
to walk outside, and I 
also considered it as a 
form of exercise. 
However, with the ar-
rival of summer, it 
gradually became a 
terrible trip. The sun 
was very strong, and I 
felt I was walking in 
an oven.  

I could not stand it 
any more. Therefore, 
one day I told my hus-
band seriously, “I 
must get a driver’s 
license as soon as pos-
sible.”  

I had wanted to get a 
driver’s license when I 
first came here, but 
my husband said, 
“Your English is very 
poor. Even if you pass 
the computer test, 
you may fail the road 
skills test because you 
can’t understand the 
DMV officer.” So the 
plan was delayed. 

This time, my husband 
said, “You can try.” 
We didn’t know it 
would be a long wait 
when we talked about 
it. 

We went to DMV in 
early May. We were 
told since I didn’t 
have a SSN, I could 
not take the test. 
They would send my 
application to Rich-
mond. If it was ap-
proved, I would re-
ceive a letter from 
the DMV in Richmond. 
With this letter, I 
could come back for 
the test. 

From then on, I 
checked my mail box 
every day. A letter 
finally came three 
weeks later. It came 
from Richmond, but it 
was not the one I ex-
pected. It said I must 

Getting My Legs Back                 
By Jiyuan Zhu (China) 

(Continued on page 15) 

“It seems 
Americans 

are able to 
do nothing 
without a 

vehicle.  
After I came 
here, I found 

it is so 
true.” 
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provide some docu-
ments, such as Form I-
797, a SSN. I couldn’t 
understand it! I do not 
have those docu-
ments. This was the 
reason why I needed 
special approval. My 
husband sent them an 
email of explanation, 
then continued wait-
ing. Anyway, I got the 
approval in mid-June. 

Fortunately, I passed 
the computer test 
smoothly. I got to 
stage two: practice 
driving. My husband 
trained me in driving. 
He was a tough 
teacher. We stayed in 
the car ten hours per 
day and used a whole 
tank of gas that week-
end. I really disliked 
driving those days. Of 
course, we had some 
success: I could drive 
well on the highway 
after that. 

We went to DMV to 
take the road skills 
test, and this was the 
worse part of the 
whole procedure. 
Here is the story: 

We went there on a 
Friday afternoon. 
While I was entering 
the DMV office, I saw 
two people come out; 
one of them  was in a 
yellow vest. I thought, 

“Well, that woman in 
the vest must be a 
DMV officer. They are 
taking the road skills 
test. Let’s have a 
look!” My husband 
and I stood outside 
the door. The car that 
they used was just be-
side ours. The girl 
who was taking the 
test turned on the car 
and backed up. It 
seemed that her driv-
ing skill was not good. 
I said, “Maybe she will 
fail just in the parking 
lot.” Just then, my 
husband said, “She hit 
our car!” We hurried 
to them. There was a 
big scratch on the 
rear bumper. The 
girl’s father came, 
and we called our in-
surance company. Af-
ter we finished, it was 
nearly five o’clock. 
DMV was closing and 
we had to go home. 

The next day, it was 
Saturday. We got up 
very early. We went 
to the DMV again. We 
stood in the queue for 
a half hour, and then 
we were told that we 
couldn’t take the 
test. Because their 
camera didn’t work, 
they could not take 
pictures for appli-
cants. They said 
maybe we could come 

back later. At eleven 
o’clock, we went to 
the DMV a third time. 
We were told the ma-
chine was still un-
available.  

I’d say, that weekend 
was so unlucky. We 
wasted an afternoon 
and a morning, and 
our car got hit, and I 
didn’t get my driver’s 
license yet.   

Even though things 
were not going well, I 
could not give up, I 
urgently needed driv-
ing to rescue me from 
the “street oven”. So 
we went to the DMV 
on the following Sat-
urday.   

That day was totally 
different from the 
former Saturday. The 
DMV officer who gave 
me the test was very 
nice. When my hus-
band told him that my 
English was poor, he 
answered, “My Chi-
nese is not good ei-
ther. I will speak 
slowly, but she must 
understand me.” The 
whole process went 
very smoothly. He 
told me that I passed 
when we returned to 
the DMV.A few min-
utes later, I got a 
temporary driver’s 
license.  

Getting My Legs Back (Continued from page 14) 

From then on, I 
could drive alone.  I 
could go shopping 
alone. I could go to 
school alone. I could 
do a lot of things 
alone.   

I can not describe 
how exciting it was! 
I felt I got my legs 
back! I thought that 
was a beginning; I 
lost a lot of things 
since I came here, 
and now I would get 
them all back. 

“From then 
on, I could 
drive alone.  
I could go 
shopping 
alone.  I 
could go to 
school alone.  
I could do a 
lot of things 
alone.” 
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Eight years ago, when 
my husband and I de-
cided to buy a house, 
we didn’t know any-
thing about how to do 
it.  At that time, we 
just decided on our 
price range and the 
region where we 
wanted to live.  For-
tunately, we bought 
the perfect house af-
ter looking at three 
houses.  Even though 
we had not seen many 
houses, I could see 
that each house was 
so different and 
showed its own taste. 

 

After that, I became 
interested in Ameri-
can houses.  So, when 
I watched TV, I en-
joyed watching 
“House Hunters” on 
the HGTV channel.  It 
gives you lots of ideas 
about Home and Gar-
dening.  You also 
don’t need to know 
difficult English vo-
cabulary to under-
stand.  Moreover, you 
can not only peek at 
what American homes 
look like; you also can 
see what kinds of 
houses people like.  
Without visiting there, 
I could see apartment 
styles in New York 

City or what a vaca-
tion house looks like.  
And you can learn how 
expensive it is in 
densely populated cit-
ies such as New York 
City, San Francisco, 
and Los Angeles.   

 

After ten years, when 
we had to sell our 
house, the program 
was so helpful be-
cause I could see 
when people buy their 
houses what their pri-
orities are: 

1. First impression is 
most important. 

2. Most people want 
to have their own 
privacy. 

3. Women see a 
kitchen first, men 
see the yard first. 

4. People notice how 
well the owner has 
maintained the 
property. 

In my home coun-
try, the interior is 
not that important 
because most 
apartments in the 
same building have 
the same floor 
plan.  But here, 
most homes are dif-

ferent.  So we had to 
make our home look 
spacious and nice.  
First of all, I packed 
everything that I did-
n’t “need” to live, 
and I put it in storage.  
Then, I painted the 
rooms to make the 
house look clean.  And 
I changed things, like 
old carpets, faucets, 
lighting, and door 
knobs, etc.  I planted 
flowers and put out 
small pieces for deco-
ration.  Lastly, before 
a prospective buyer 
was coming, I made 
coffee for a nice 
smell. 

That is what I did last 
spring, and we sold 
our house within 10 
days.  It was a chal-
lenging experience for 
me, but I couldn’t 
imagine doing it with-
out seeing American 
houses on HGTV. 

Food for “House Hunters”             
By Kyung Ae Hwang (South Korea) 

“I enjoyed 
watching 

“House Hunt-
ers” on the 

HGTV channel.  
It gives you a 

lot of ideas 
about Home 
and Garden-

ing.” 

“After ten 
years, 

when we 
had to sell 
our house, 

the 
program 

was so 
helpful 

because I 
could see 

when 
people buy 

their 
houses 

what their 
priorities 

are.” 
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A short conversa-
tion 
 
Me: Altogether, eve-
rything here is good 
except for one 
thing. 
 
My husband: What? 
 
Me: If Americans 
spoke Chinese, it 
would be perfect. 

 
A disaster 
 
I wondered why 
Americans do not 
hang clothes out af-
ter washing them. It 
seems they all use 
dryers. I tried to use 
it once. It was really 
a disaster! My 
clothes got smaller, 
and my sheets could 
not cover the mat-
tress anymore.  
 
Now I am curious to 
know if Americans 
all buy bigger-sized 
clothes to prepare 
for using a dryer. 

 
Dangerous or not? 
 
It was noon and I 
was on my way to 
school. All of a sud-

den, a man came up 
to me and asked, 
“Are you going to 
the university?” He 
looked like a giant 
and had a fierce 
face. I did not want 
to talk with him, so I 
answered, “I can not 
understand.” I kept 
walking, and he fol-
lowed me. I really 
freaked out and hur-
ried.  
 
I was about to cross 
an intersection. Just 
then, a car stopped 
in my way, only one 
meter from me. I 
was scared at first, 
and then I realized 
it was a police car. 
That man went to 
the police officer 
who did not get out 
of the car or motion 
to him. While they 
talked with each 
other, I walked 
away without a 
backward glance. 
 
I have some ques-
tions so far. Was 
that man a bad guy? 
Why did the police 
car stop in my way? 
Did they know each 
other? Was that man 

also a police officer? 
Why did he ask me 
that question? 
Maybe nobody will 
ever know. 
 
Tanning? 
 
I think most Ameri-
cans want to get a 
suntan. I do not 
know when it 
started. I remember 
a paragraph in Gone 
with the Wind. It 
says: 
 
“Above them, her 
thick black brows 
slanted upward, 
cutting a startling 
oblique line in her 
magnolia-white 
skin—that skin so 
prized by Southern 
women and so care-
fully guarded with 
bonnets, veils and 
mittens against hot 
Georgia suns.” 
 
Therefore, we can 
know that women 
prized white skin 
one hundred years 
ago. Now they do 
not use bonnets, 
veils or umbrellas 
any-

Pieces of Life in America                            
By Jiyuan Zhu (China) 

  

“I think 
most 
Americans 
want to 
get a 
suntan.  I 
do not 
know when 
it 
started.” 

“I 
wondered 
why 
Americans 
do not 
hang out 
their 
clothes 
after 
washing 
them.” 

(Continued on page 18) 
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more. They lie in 
the sunshine for 
hours to get a tan. 
Why did American 
women change their 
opinion? 
 
According to Asian 
aesthetics, white 
skin is beautiful, 
and a tan means 
ugly. When I walked 
in the summer sun-
shine, I really 
wanted to use an 
umbrella. I looked 
around, but nobody 
was using one, and I 
did not want to look 
strange, so I did get 
a tan the first sum-
mer after I came.  
 
Is it lucky or 
unlucky? 
 
Catch a Cat 

 
It was not long after 
I had been in the 
U.S. While my hus-
band and I were 

driving to the gro-
cery store, I saw a 
sign fixed on a pole. 
A flower pattern, a 
telephone number, 
and a sentence were 
painted on it. The 
sentence was ‘Catch 
the Cat’. It puzzled 
me.  
 
At that moment, a 
lot of thoughts came 
to my mind: Could I 
get a cat by stand-
ing here? Oh, I like 
cats. I want to get 
one. But I do not see 
any cat here. Hmm, 
there probably are a 
lot of cats in this 
city. They may pass 
here sometimes. So 
if I keep waiting 
here, perhaps I can 
get one. But why is 
there a telephone 
number and a flower 
pattern? The pattern 
looks like a brand. 
Well, this must be 
an advertisement of 
an animal shelter. 
They are trying to 
find people to adopt 
strays. Yes, this 
makes sense. 
 
While I was thinking 
about this, my hus-

band kept driving. 
Then I saw a sign 
the same as the for-
mer one. Shortly af-
ter that, a third 
one! “Wow, how 
rich this shelter is!  
Their advertise-
ments are posted 
everywhere. But …it 
is sort of weird.” 
 
I saw this kind of 
sign several times 
after that. I was al-
ways in my car, so I 
could not watch it 
clearly. This con-
fused me for such a 
long time.  
 
It was not until I got 
a bus schedule one 
day and I saw the 
same pattern and 
sentence on its 
cover that I realized 
that ‘CAT’ is the ab-
breviation for 
‘Charlottesville Area 
Transit’! 

Pieces of Life in America (Continued from page 17) 

“I saw a 
sign fixed 
on a pole.  

A flower 
pattern, a 
telephone 

number, 
and a 

sentence 
were 

painted on 
it.” 

“When I 
walked in the 
summer sun-

shine, I really 
wanted to use 
an umbrella.  I 

looked 
around, but 
nobody was 

using one …” 
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librarians are very 
nice and patient as 
well. Once inside, 
the bright lights, 
the big windows 
with the beautiful 
view, and the 
pleasantly warm 
air make you want 
to take a seat and 
read a book in 
which you are in-
terested. The well- 
organized cata-
logue makes it 
very easy for peo-
ple to find the 
books you want. I 
can't imagine how 
many books, vid-
eos and audio 
books are stocked 
in this library, but I 
think it is enough 
for most people no 
matter what kind 
of educational 
level you are on. 

  

The library also is 
a good place for 
studying. There 
are many comfort-
able chairs and ta-
bles for whoever 
wants to sit there. 

It is too quiet to 
believe that there 
are some people 
studying. You can 
only hear some 
people whispering 
and turning pages. 
Once in a while 
you can hear quiet 
footsteps.  The 
lower floor is espe-
cially quiet. The 
atmosphere in the 
room is one of 
learning.  

 

I was impressed 
that there is such a 

great place for 
people who are ea-
ger to study and 
increase their 
knowledge about 
the world.  I want 
to recommend this 
place without any 
hesitation to peo-
ple just like me, 
and don't be wor-
ried about identifi-
cation papers. I 
want to tell them 
that in this library 
everyone is warmly 
welcome. 

Jefferson-Madison Regional Library:  A Good 
Place to Study (Continued from page 1) 

“My 
friend and 
I went 
into the 
library 
where I 
found it 
was open 
to every-
one.” 

“There are 
many 
comfortable 
chairs and 
tables for 
whoever 
wants to sit 
there.” 

People studying at the Central Library:  reading books, maga-
zines, and newspapers, and working on their laptop computers. 



The Multi-Cultural Brief is an ESL newsletter cre-
ated by students who want to improve their English 
and is produced as part of a newspaper class offered 
through the Charlottesville Adult Education pro-
gram.  Its purpose is to provide students with an op-
portunity to: 

• share their experiences of being from another 
country, 

• offer multicultural perspectives on life in Char-
lottesville, 

• help inform people who are new to Charlottes-
ville of issues and opportunities around town, 

• build a bridge of communication between the 
ESL population and Americans living in the Char-
lottesville community. 

Mission Statement of the Multi-Cultural 
Brief Calendar Dates to Remember 

Dialogue Café at ALC.  Conversation in a 
friendly, informal setting.  Free. Mondays:  
6:30-8:00 p.m. and Fridays: 12:30-2:30 p.m.   
Every Wednesday:  Ongoing Assessments 
for classes at ALC, 10:00-12:00 p.m.  Please 
be on time.                                            
November 23-25:  No classes at ALC due to 
Thanksgiving Holiday.                             
December 7 & 9:  GED testing at ALC.             
December 15:  Last day of classes for Fall 
Term at ALC.                                             
Inclement Weather:  In case of inclement 
weather (storms or snow), call 434-245-
2401 to see if school is canceled! 

ADULT LEARNING CENTER             
Charlottesville City Schools             
Adult ESL Program                            
935-A Second Street, SE                  
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