
Do you like spring? I think many 
people will say,” Yes, of course.” 
How can you not love such a 
beautiful time of year when all 
the trees and plants bloom and 
smell delicious? However, this 
time may be not good for you if 
you have allergies. Are you   
waiting for spring to come?  How 
strongly are you waiting for 
spring to come? The answers may 
be different depending on where 
you live. I would like to tell about 
my feelings on the spring to come 
when I lived in two different    
climate zones : East Siberia and 

Charlottesville. 

Winter in Siberia is very long and 
very cold. Usually, the first    
constant snow cover falls during 
the first week of November.  By 
late March, the winter snow    
begins to melt. The coldest    
winter month is January, when 
the night temperature can drop 
to - 35 to - 37°C (- 31 to - 35°F). 
I remember my feelings when I 
went down the street with teeth 
and eyes freezing. I breathed in 
and felt that the air was like ice 
as it scraped the back of my 
throat. But frost does not        
interrupt daily life: people go to 
work, children go to school 

(school closes only when the   
temperature drops below -30 °C  
(-22°F)).   Animals and birds  
struggle to survive the winter. 
Many birds fly away to warmer 
climes. Animals hibernate.  Of 
course, everyone waits for the end 
of winter. This children’s folk    
poem expresses the feeling of joy 

about the end of winter: 

"What does the sparrow sing on 
the last day of winter? 
We survived, 
We are alive,  
We will live!" 

The Coming of Spring                         
By Marina Volkova (Russia) 
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Burning of  “effigy winter” in Siberia. 



They also saw classrooms where arts and 
crafts, zumba, cycling, ballet, tap and 

gymnastics are taught.  

They got the catalog which tells about all 
of the classes that are offered and how to 

register for them.   

They got to see the gymnasium, which 
has free basketball open to the public. 
They were also able to see the gym, 
which has        different equipment like 
the treadmill and weight machines to 

work out on.  

Students learned that even if they don't 
have a lot of money, they can take clas-
ses themselves or sign up their children at 
a discounted price if they qualify for a 

scholarship.  

They also learned that swimming and oth-
er classes are offered at Smith Pool and 

Aquatic Center on Cherry Avenue.  

If you would like to learn more about 
parks and recreation classes offered by 
the city of Charlottesville, go to http://
www.charlottesville.org and look up 

parks and recreation catalog.  

From the Editor: 

Page 2 Volume 14, Issue 3 

The ESL 102 p.m. class took a field trip to 
Carver Recreation Center at the Jefferson 
City School Center on Tuesday, March 5, 

2013.  

Students were able to tour the newly        
renovated building and see all of the rooms 

and what the center 
offers. They learned 
that there is a big   
banquet room which 
can be rented for    
parties and also holds 
free roller skating on 
Friday and Saturday 

nights.  
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tion.  All Rights Reserved.  The 
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are protected by copyright.  All 
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Fieldtrip to Carver Recreation Center               
By Cherry Stewart, ESL Instructor and Volunteer Coordinator at ALC 

Learning about Siberia can help those of us living in  

Charlottesville temper our impatience as we await 

spring’s late arrival, but hooray for its being here at last!  

This term in the Writing Class the writers found them-

selves in conversation with each other around two main 

themes — the power of nature to invoke cultural/family 

memories and issues around the subject of education.  

“Education” and “Family” were also topics contestants in 

the annual “Voices of Adult Learners” contest wrote 

about. Because not everyone was able to attend the 

Voices awards ceremony in March, we decided to     

include here and in future issues some of the stories 

that were read that day as well as writings from some 

of the rest of the 175 contestants who did not win.  We 

hope this will inspire you go on to read all the stories, 

located at http://adulted.avenue.org/v13/voal.html.  

Leslie Furlong, Editor 
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A few days ago, I was faced with the 
article by Aaron Richardson, “Man   
Carries AR-15 into Grocery Store:    
Authorities Say No Laws Were        
Broken”, published in the Daily      
Progress on January 28, 2013. This  
article really shocked me. It reported 
that an unidentified man, carrying a 
loaded semi-automatic rifle, went 
shopping at the Kroger supermarket at 
the corner of Hydraulic Road and    

Emmet Street in Charlottesville. 

Indisputably, the incident could have 
resulted in scary consequences,      
especially taking into account         
incidents of recent years. What is 
most surprising is that the man did not 
break any laws.  So, in light of the  
occasion, the question arises: “should 
there be a bill that prohibits carrying a 

weapon?” 

 On the one hand, the law which makes 
it possible to purchase a gun stems 
from the idea that people should be 
able to protect themselves and hunt. 
Indeed, it was really vital in the past. 
But, according to my opinion,       

nowadays it is less important.  

However, in some countries, for     
example Switzerland, the tradition 
remains even today. In that country 
there is a law that citizens must have 
a weapon to protect themselves. 
Though it is just following tradition, a 
law which permits buying and carrying 
arms shows that the government trusts 
its citizens and works for their      
prosperity. Indeed, if people are   
happy, they will not rebel against the 
administration even if they have guns.  
But, if the government abuses its    
citizens, availability of arms can lead 
to revolt. So, the government that 
trespasses upon and is afraid of its 

people could be one of the reasons 

to forbid weapon purchasing. 

 On the other hand, making gun sales 
available without restrictions can 
result in tragic accidents. To clarify 
the point, I will present a few     
examples. It is not a secret that in 
countries where people are allowed 
to have arms, there are a lot of   
children who die misusing the guns. 
Indeed, parents often do not pay  
too much attention to their weapon 
storing. As a result, a child can find 
the gun and accidently shoot himself 

or somebody else.  

Other examples relate to well-
elucidated mass media tragic 
events.  Approximately two years 
ago, Mr. Bravik in Norway killed 
more than 100 people. At the end of 
2012 in Connecticut, here in the 
USA, Adam Lanza, using a semi-
automatic rifle, killed 26 people; 20 
of them were 5– and 6-year-old    
children. It is really terrible that 
accidents like this one are common. 
People try to solve their problems 
using guns. As you can see, the law 
which allows people to buy and   
carry arms with few if any           
restrictions can be the reason for 

numerous tragic events. 

 In conclusion, it is difficult to give a 
well-defined answer to the question 
about guns and law. There are a lot 
of pros and cons. But I am sure that 
it is too dangerous for a man to go 

shopping with a rifle. 

Should There Be a Law to Forbid 

Carrying a Weapon? 
 By Maxim Shugaev (Russia) 

“… a law 
which     
permits buy-
ing and   
carrying 
arms shows 
that the 
government 
trusts its 
citizens and 
works for 
their     

prosperity.” 

“But I am 
sure it is too 
dangerous 
for a man to 
go shopping 
with a rifle.” 

 



Winter in Siberia is a real test 
for both humans and animals. 
Therefore, we are really happy 
when we feel that winter is 
coming to its end and spring is 
beginning. Russians celebrate 
the end of winter and the arrival 
of spring with a seven-day      
celebration known as Maslenitsa 
Festival. This festival celebrates 
the season of renewal as the sun 
shines warmer and nature  
awakens from a long winter 
sleep. The symbol of this festival 
is the Russian thin crepe ( we 
call it blin), which symbolizes 
the sun due to its round shape, 
warm texture, and golden color. 
It is on old tradition to 
eat a lot of thin blins  

during Maslenitsa week. 

On the last day of    
Maslenitsa week, a straw 
effigy of a woman, which 
symbolizes winter, is 
burned in a bonfire. The 
ceremony of burning 
“effigy winter”           
culminates in a carnival 
of spring celebration,  
officially marking the 
start of a warm spring 
season. All people are 
happy and believe that 

good things will come soon. 

Virginia has a terrific, mild     
climate. Winter in               
Charlottesville is like late fall in 
Siberia, for me. I like the       
unpredictability of each new day 
of winter here. Always, it is a 
pleasant unpredictability. What 
surprise of nature may I see   

tomorrow when I look out the     
window? Maybe it will be a warm 
rainy day, maybe a cold day with the 

wind, maybe a snowy day. 

Now, people are waiting for spring 
to come and try to notice any signs 
of spring. For example, taking      
advantage of the beautiful weather 
this past weekend, my husband, our 
daughter and I decided to take a 
walk around Riverview Park here in 
Charlottesville. Although it was early 
March, for me it looked like mid-
April. In fact, during our walk, we 
saw early signs of spring all around 
us. There were robin red-breasts 
hopping on the grass. Several shrubs 

were showing some signs of budding. 
The leaves from crocuses and      
daffodils were pushing up through 
the ground making way for an early 
appearance. The fresh scents and 
lively sounds of spring were already 

in the air. 

Each spring during the month of 
April, when 

The Coming of Spring (Continued from page 1) 

“I breathed 
in ice and 
felt that 

the air was 
like ice as 
it scraped 
the back of 
my throat.” 

“I like the 
unpredict-
ability of 

each day of 
winter 
here.” 

Page 4 Volume 14, Issue 3 

(continued on page 5) 

Russian blins for Maslenitsa Festival. 



the dogwoods 
bloom,             
Charlottesville         
celebrates the 
beauty of spring 
and honors this 
state flower. This 
celebration is 
known as the    

Dogwood Festival that has been a regional 
favorite since 1950. This festival includes 
barbeques, amusement rides, fireworks, a 
parade, and numerous social events.        

The Coming of Spring (Continued from page 4) 
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Same Moon, Different Feelings 
By Li Lee (China) 

Dogwood blossoms. 

People who live on the earth have the same 
moon.  But different countries have         
different feelings about the moon!   
 
There are a lot of legends and many nursery 
rhymes about the moon in China!  The     
legends say that there is a beautiful girl who 
lives on the moon with her white rabbit. The 
girl is called “Chang E”. There is a sweet-
scented osmanthus tree and a man who lives 
on the moon, too!  Sometimes the moon is a 
circle: we call it the full moon. Sometimes 
the moon looks likes a boat: we call it the 
crescent moon. People like the full moon 
because the full moon symbolizes the family 
coming together. People like the crescent 
moon, too. People think that a woman is 
beautiful who has curved eyebrows like the 
crescent moon.  Another legend says that an 
old man lives in the sky under the moon.  
When the moon rises, he unites people in      
marriage.  In the moonlight, he is in charge 
of making matches, connecting a boy and a 
girl by tying a red thread around each of 
their feet.  In ancient times, poets often 
used the moon to express their feelings of 
homesickness when away, and  hometown 
relatives expressed their feelings for the 

missing. So the moon, whether the full moon or 
the crescent moon, is romantic and good for 
the Chinese people! 
 
But now I know other legends from other  
countries. My classmate is from Russia. She 
told me that some people are afraid of the full 
moon because there are werewolves who go 
out to forage during the full moon! This legend 
I saw at the movies and read about in books. In 
western countries, the legends are about the 
vampire (bloodsucker) and werewolf during the 
full moon! I 
don’t like  
these legends! 
They are 
bloodcurdling!  
But some  
people in 
western  
countries 
think that the 
moon is a 
symbol for  
romance.  Some lovers like to ramble in the       
moonlight!  So different cultures have different 
feelings about the moon!    

Osmanthus blossoms 

Everyone may find interesting events for   
themselves at the festival. Information about 
the events of the Dogwood Festival (Mar. 23-
Apr. 21) is   available on the web: http://
www.charlottesvilledogwoodfestival.org/. 
That is what brings people together and makes 

them happy.  

Waiting for the arrival of spring is always full 
of many pleasant experiences and sensations. I   
really like spring. For me, spring symbolizes 

life, harmony, and love. 
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The sun rises every 
day. But did you 
ever see the 
sunrise? I had only 
seen the sunrise in 
pictures, on TV or in 
films before my 
mother, my friend 
and I travelled to 
the Grand Canyon in 

the U.S. three years ago. People 
think that the sunrise symbolizes 
good things, and it’s a new 
beginning, inspiring people to 
continue to work or start again. 
 
We reached the Grand Canyon on 
August 15, 2010.  According to 
the Chinese lunar calendar,  this 
was the same date as the Mid-
Autumn Full Moon Day, which is a 
very important Chinese holiday 
for being together with family. 
On this night, the moon is the 
largest full-circle moon in the 
year.  So we were lucky. I would 
be able to see the full-circle 
moon and the sunrise at the 
Grand Canyon.  I hoped that the 
weather would be good 
tomorrow.  Before I went to bed, 
I prepared the camera for the 
sunrise. I was afraid I would get 
up late, but I got up early and I 
was in high spirits.  At 4 a.m., I 
took my camera to go out.  My 
mother and my friend were still 
in bed. 
 
Outdoors, all around was dark, 
and I couldn’t see the distant 
view. There were stars and the 
translucent moon in the sky.  I 
felt a breeze blowing my body. I 

was more spirit!  Gradually, the sky 
began to appear a little bit white 
like a fish’s belly. The white light 
slowly grew stronger and stronger 
over the flat-topped hill. I put the 
camera on the bench facing east so 
as to capture the sunrise. That way, 
I would be able to take a picture and 
also enjoy the experience!    
 
All around was very quiet.  Time 
seemed to stop!  After some time 
passed, other Chinese tourists also 
came out.  It began to be noisy.  The 
east was also more bright.  Then, the 
sky turned red, and rays of morning 
sunlight dyed red half the sky.  The 
sun seemed like it was shy to come 
out until the sky became red like a 
piece of red sea, quiet and fiery!  At 
this time, the sun began to show its 
head. The people all around were 
excited. The sun that was held by 
the red clouds slowly rose. Suddenly, 
the sun popped up over the flat-
topped hill. The shy sun liked us to  
call again and again, “Come out!”  
The houses were in the sunlight. The 
flat-topped hills were in the 
sunlight.  People were in the 
sunlight.  People’s faces were red in 
the sunlight.  Their faces were filled 
with joy and hope!  All things were 
reflected in the sunlight!   
 
I turned to look to the west, where 
the moon, the full-circle moon, was 
quiet and silvery in the western sky! 
The full-circle moon and the sun 
formed a contrast brightly.  One was 
quiet and elegant, one was fiery and 
magnificent!  The picture made a 
deep impression on my mind, and I 
remember it all the time!  

Sunrise 
 By Li Lee (China) 

“… rays of 
morning 
sunlight 
dyed red 
half the 
sky.” 



Habits are important in our lives. We 

do many things unconsciously,        

habitually. If something becomes a 

habit, it is very difficult to change it 

in the future. This is also true for our 

nutritional habits. In particular, many 

Americans suffer from being over-

weight and obese. It is related to    

unhealthy habits which develop during 

childhood. For example, 18% of     

children in elementary school are 

obese. This obesity is not innate, but 

develops due to nutrition habits      

acquired in the family and social     

environment.  

These examples shows how healthy   

nutrition is important for the whole 

family. Of course, healthy nutrition is 

only a part of healthy living. But now I 

want to focus on healthy nutrition. I 

believe, that if I teach my daughter 

how to make good food choices, she 

will continue this positive behavior as 

an adult. While she is very young — 

she is 5 and half years old, my       

husband and I teach her by example. 

Joint breakfast and dinner bring     

together our family and teach her to 

enjoy meals as well as conversation 

and discussion. She can see her      

parents eating healthy food, and she 

also eats healthy food with us.   

When we buy food at the grocery 

store, I explain to her why I buy some 

particular yogurt.  For example, I say 

to her that I buy this yogurt not      

because the label depicts a jolly    

cartoon hero, but because it has good 

nutritional facts and ingredients. If 

she asks me to buy something that 

contains not good ingredients, I buy a 

little bit. At home when we try the 

product she wanted, I explain to her 

what I do not like in it. I tell her its 

ingredients can harm our health. 

Sometimes I confirm the explanation 

by funny experiments.  For example, 

we cleaned and polished the kettle by  

filling it with Coca Cola and leaving it 

for a night. The next morning, my 

daughter was really surprised at how 

clean the kettle became. I  believe 

that was a good lesson for her. 

Indeed, it is easy to follow healthy 

nutrition if you cook meals at home. 

Homemade food is healthier for the 

whole family because you can choose 

products and recipes. Home-cooked 

food gives you more control over 

what you and your family are eating. 

Trips to the restaurant will create a 

holiday atmosphere for us. 

Custom Is Second Nature 

By Marina Volkova (Russia) 
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Are You Thinking of Attending PVCC? 

Do you have questions about career assessment, 
career planning, placement testing at PVCC,    

scholarship information, program assessment, and 

other community college options? 

Lynda Smethurst 

Adult Career Coach 

VA Workforce Center 

Adjunct Instructor, Student Development 

Piedmont Virginia Community College 

434-293-8901; lsmethurst@pvcc.edu 

Will be available in the Adult Learning Center     

Resource Room: 

Every Wednesday 

From 12:30-3:00 p.m.  

Also available at One-Stop:  M, T, Th: 9:30-2:30 p.m.                   

& W.: 9:30-noon 

“… we 
cleaned 
and pol-
ished the 
kettle by 
filling it 
with Coca 
Cola and 
leaving it 
for a 
night.” 



Every year for the last 17 years, the 
writing contest and celebration 
“Voices of Adult Learners,” has 
brought together students from   
different adult education programs 
in the Charlottesville region. The          
participants are offered a choice of 
one of the suggested topics for  
writing true stories. This year, the 
following topics were proposed:   
Education, Life Can Be Funny,   

Family, and Work.  

When I learned about this writing 
contest, I decided to participate in 
it because it was an assignment in 
my English class at the Adult    
Learning Center. Of course, it was 
also a new opportunity for me to 
gain experience and to improve my 
writing skills. These skills are very 
important because people often 
judge you based on how well you 
can write, especially when you're 
filling out applications for school, 
for jobs, for insurance, for anything. 
I also believe that when you write 
something, it is an excellent way to 
express your feelings and your views 

on life. 

I chose the topic of education      
because it is a very important     
subject for me. Like any parent, I 
have thought a lot about how I can 
help my child to realize her         
potential, succeed in school, and be 
prepared for real life. I named my 
story : “How Can We Help Our    
Children's Education?” I wrote my 
views on this matter based on my 
and my husband's life experiences 

and beliefs about this issue. 

For help in writing our articles, the 
Adult Learning Center organized a 

writing workshop that took place on two 
Saturdays in January and February.    
During these days, teachers and          
volunteers gave advice and checked our 
articles. On behalf of all the writers who 
have received advice, I would like to say 
“Thank you” to all teachers and          
volunteers. Your recommendations have 
helped to make our articles better and 

more literate. 

The annual “Voices of Adult Learners” 
Awards Ceremony was held at the Burnley 
Moran Elementary School auditorium on 
Thursday, March 21, 2013. Winners were 
invited to read their stories to other  
writers, relatives, teachers, and other 
attendees of the event. It was wonderful 
to hear the stories which were read by 
the authors. Some of winners wrote     
interesting personal stories about their 
families and their lives, their life         
experiences, and their work. All these 
stories were very impressive.  
 
There were so many good stories, but it is 
not possible to tell you about all of them. 
Most of all, I remember the article, “The 
Lesson of Eggs,”  by my classmate, Guo 
Xiaotao. In this article, he gave a      
powerful presentation of the topic,     
including an interesting plot and wise 
thoughts about life. One can read all the 
stories online at: http://

adulted.avenue.org/v13/voal.html 

I am grateful to all who organized,    
sponsored, and held this competition. 
Thank you for your efforts. We have 
gained valuable experience and 

knowledge. 

Life Experiences and                  

“Voices of Adult Learners” 
By Marina Volkova (Russia) 
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“… when 
you write  
something, 

it is an  
excellent 
way to  
express 

your  
feelings 
and your 
views on 

life.” 



I have two children. They are teen-

agers now. Before I had children, I  

never paid attention to education. I 

just cared about how to make more 

money! When I had my first child — my  

daughter, I realized that education is 

important! How to give her a good 

complete education so that her future 

will be useful to society? This is what a 

parent should do! I often think about 

this question. So I read books about 

educating children.  Sometimes the 

newspaper publishes some modern      

children education methods. The news 

also reports about children's education     

problems in other families. 

Before children go to school, their   

education comes from the family. At 

this time, parents' thinking and        

behavior is important! Then children go 

to school and they start to study the 

cultural knowledge from the school and 

begin to come in contact with          

information from all sides. Children’s       

education from the family and school 

are both very important! 

When I had my second child, I thought 

about more questions, like how to   

balance conflicts between children and 

give them the same love. When a child 

grows up to be a teenager and enters 

high school, at this time, they face 

more and more confusion. They need 

help from their parent and school, too. 

According to my experience,            

encouragement and identification is a 

good method. On the contrary,     

scolding and violence can make      

children more and more distant from 

us! For example, one day when my 

daughter was in the second grade, she 

had to take a test. Before the test, she 

wrote the answers on the table. She 

found three ways like this to cheat. 

The teacher discovered this and told 

my  husband and me. We sat my 

daughter down, and my husband  

scolded her. My daughter didn't seem 

to care. This worried me. After my 

husband left, I spoke to my daughter, I 

told her, "You are very smart. You 

thought of three different ways to 

cheat!  Why didn't you think of three 

ways to remember?!"  My daughter 

looked at me in surprise. "You didn't 

scold me. Why?" "You are my daughter! 

I love you!" I answered.  So from this 

time my daughter does everything  

with a very positive attitude! 

When children enter university, they 

start to establish interpersonal        

relationships.  At this time, they also 

need guidance from parent and school 

in what to study or what career path 

to choose, but the way to help them 

will be different. At this time, children 

tell us the many choices they have.       

Parents need to listen and then offer 

their advice. At the same time,      

children can give parents new         

information and ideas. The interflow 

will be important! So I think that   

family, school and society all bear the  

responsibility for education! 

The parent is the first teacher for  

children. So, the parent needs to study 

again and again. Sometimes personal 

behavior and thought reflects a      

person’s school education and family 

education, even social education.    

Education is very important for a  

country! 

About Education 
By Li Lee (China) 
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“Before 
children go 
to school, 
their       
education 
comes from 
the family.” 

“Parents 
need to     
listen and 
then offer 
their         
advice.” 
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“I’m going to college and 
I’m going to become a 
mortician,” I say as I sit at 
the lunch table with my 
friends from my seventh-
grade class at Buford    
Middle School. 
 
“I’m never having children, 
and I am just going to keep 
playing basketball,       
continuing to get good 
grades, attending college 
and, eventually, becoming 
rich,” I yell at my friends, 
and we roar with laughter.  
That was my mindset until 
I reached the eighth grade. 

 
I loved the game of basketball, 
and I felt the game loved me.  I 
played on the Charlottesville High 
School Junior Varsity girls’       
basketball team.  One day, I was 
playing basketball at the park, and 
one of my  brother’s friends      
approached me.  He was a  great 
basketball player.  He schooled 
me on what I was doing wrong   
defensively and helped me master 
my shot on offense.  It was during 
the off-season. 
 
Every day, I would rush home from 
school, kiss my cabbage patch 
dolls, then rush outside to the 
park and meet him to perfect my 
craft. 
 
I was enjoying learning about   
basketball so much that I did not 
realize I wasn’t hanging with my 
friends as much as I used to.  All I 

Life Altered                                           
By Keesha Johnson, Voices Winner( GED Program at ALC) 

“Every day, I 
would rush 
home from 
school, kiss 
my cabbage 
patch dolls, 
then rush 
outside to 
the park…” 

could think about was college and 
becoming a better basketball  
player, and earning a scholarship. 
 
My encounter with my brother’s 
friend, who became my friend and 
my coach, ended up with him 
coming on to me sexually.  I was 
scared.  I knew it was wrong, but I 
complied; I thought I would lose 
the friend I thought I had gained 
over the months.  I continued 
playing basketball, and then one 
day my mother took me to a    
doctor’s appointment.  At that  
appointment, I found out I was 
five months pregnant.  I was 14 
years old, and I was going to have 
a baby in four months.  I was    
terrified.  For God sake, I was still 
a child.  I still loved and played 
with my cabbage patch dolls! 
 
I was too young to work, and I was 
too young for help from social  
services.  The worst thing of all 
was that I was too young to make 
legal decisions. 
 
I began high school in the ninth 
grade — pregnant.  I was going to 
be benched and off the basketball 
team for my first high school    
season.  I felt like a failure.  I felt 
like an outcast.  
 
My life has changed.  How am I  
going to get back on track, and 
grow up overnight? 
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“Education 
is the third 
eye of       
human      
beings.” 

The story that I’m about 
to tell you is hard for 
me to even talk about, 
and after two years it is 
still heavy on my heart.  
I guess it always will be.  
This story is about my 
sister, Rachel. 
 
She was my eldest sis-
ter, six years older than 

me, but we always got along great, and she 
was always so funny.  I remember I would tell 
her that she could be a comedienne.  We 
laughed every time we talked because she 
always had a funny story to tell.  She had a 
way with words so that no matter if you were 
sad or mad, once you finished talking to her, 
you wouldn’t feel any stress, just happiness 
and laughter. 
 
But my sister, Rachel, was able to hide the 

fact that she was suffering abuse from her 
husband.  She never talked about it, but fami-
ly members and I would see her with black 
eyes, busted lip, scratches on her neck, etc., 
and when we would ask her to “please leave 
him,” she would make up excuses why he did 
it as if it were her fault.  Then she would tell 
us that he was sorry and he would never hurt 
her again.  So she would forgive him, and he 
will do well for months, maybe even a year, 
but he always did it again. 
 
To this day, I can’t tell you why she stayed 
with him.  She was somebody who seemed to 
have her life together, she was someone who 
was loved by a lot of people.  I can’t tell you 
why she stayed with him. 
 
On September 3, 2010, my sister died at the 
hands of her abusive husband; he stabbed her 
16 times.  It’s still heavy on my heart.  I guess 
it always will be. 

I Don’t Know Why She Stayed                                  
By Linda Eubanks, Voices Winner( GED Program at ALC) 

The Importance of Education                                  
By Sita Tamang (Bhutan/Nepal) 

Education is the third eye of human beings.    

Having a good education helps us to get the 

chance of a good job and comfortable life too.  In 

Nepal where I come from, education is only for 

rich people’s children. I was so lucky that I had a 

hard-working father and mother, too. My father 

always went far away to do work. And my mother 

took care of us. After three or four months my 

father came back  after earning some money. 

Then we used the money to buy school uniforms 

and pay the school fees so in this way my father 

helped me. 

In those days there was no electricity in our 

home, so we studied by kerosene lamp. So in this 

way I was able to get my education.  After finish-

ing my school education, I became a teacher in 

Nepal. I had a good job and I earned some money 

for my family. My job was to teach the primary 

school children. 

Now that I am in the U.S.A., I am unable to keep 

my teaching job because of my lack of English. 

Now I am taking English classes to learn more  

English, and in the future I may get a good job and 

have a comfortable life. 

Education is the type of thing in which, the more 

we share, the more we gain. Similarly, it is the 

key to open the door to happiness, satisfaction, 

and peace of mind. I would like to say to the next 

generation: don’t waste time, continue your edu-

cation if you really want to succeed. It is the thing 

that will stay with you forever and help you in life. 
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Adults learn new things because 
they are important for their 
lives, but   children learn things 
because they are interesting. My 
job as a parent is to help keep 
learning  interesting. 
 
I am a mother of a 5-year-old    
daughter, who attends Kinder-
garten class this year. Like any 
parent, from time to time, I 
have thought about how I can 
help my child to realize her   
potential, succeed in school, and 
be prepared for real life. A child 

gets basic knowledge in school from     
professional teachers.  Every parent 
knows what his or her child is        
interested in, what that child loves, 
what he or she can do easily, and 
when the child needs help. Parents 
can make the process of education 
more interesting and exciting for their 
child. 
 
My goal as a parent is to show my 
child that the knowledge gained at 
school is needed in everyday life. I  
try to teach my daughter how to    
apply this knowledge.  For instance, 
when we go shopping together, or  
visit the library, or play in a park or          
playground, I give her various tasks.  
In order to perform these tasks, she 
needs to use the skills obtained at 
school. Together we count money and  
purchases in shops, we read the titles 
when we choose books in the library, 
and we count birds, leaves, stones 
and other objects in playgrounds. 
 
In school, children are given the   
concept of different nationalities, 
countries, and cultures. At home, we 
study the map of the world, looking 

for countries where our relatives and 
relatives of her classmates live. I also 
try to develop her knowledge based 
on information from movies and    
cartoons when she watches TV.  For        
example, my daughter loves to watch 
the cartoon Scooby Doo. The heroes 
of this cartoon travel to various   
countries such as Mexico, Egypt,    
Japan, China, and Australia and have 
adventures. I try to make watching 
instructive and to show that stories 
from the cartoons correlate with the 
knowledge learned in school. I make 
an effort to create interest in         
obtaining knowledge about different 
countries and their history. I feel that 
my daughter is really interested in 
knowing more about the events      
related to the places of  action in  
these cartoons. I talk with her about 
these countries, and we are looking 
for additional information on the   
Internet or in books from the library. 
 
So step by step, the child understands 
the importance of school knowledge 
and how it relates to the child’s own 
life. I believe, when parents get     
involved in learning, children are 
more successful in everything they do 
in life. 

How Can We Help Our Children’s 

Education?                                            
By Marina Volkova, Voices Winner (Russia) 

“Adults 
learn new 

things       
because they 

are           
important 
for their 
lives, but 
children 

learn things 
because they 

are            
interesting.” 
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I remember one Christ-
mas in the late 1990s.  
The economy was not 
very good, and my 
brothers and I thought 
that we were not going 
to receive any presents 
that year.  Our parents 
completely surprised us 
that Christmas Day. 
 

When we woke up very early in the morning 
and peeked under the  Christmas tree, there 
was nothing.  It was the same way it looked 
the night before.  We were a bit sad, but also 
understood and accepted that the economy 
was not good for our family. 
 
As we were returning to bed, my father 
called me and asked for me to get him a 
brush from inside the bath.  When I opened 
the door, there was the bicycle that I wanted 
and asked them for that Christmas day.  I was 
very happy and went out to hug my parents. 
 
After this, my father told my brother, “Give 
me the jeans to give you money, because I 

couldn’t get you what you wanted.”  As my 
brother grabbed the jeans, underneath them, 
a radio was uncovered; this radio was what he 
wanted.  He was very excited and happy and 
went to the bedroom straight to listen to it. 
 
As for my other brother, “Mom” told him to 
look in a drawer for accessories and tools to 
fix and put together my bicycle.  He opened 
the drawer, and there were the bicycle       
accessories and tools, and underneath them is 
gift, a brand new Game Boy color.  He was  
extremely surprised and happy.  He was not 
expecting this because of the price, and      
because he was the eldest of our brothers. 
 
When my parents called my eldest sister, she 
was not surprised as she was more mature 
than us.  But my parents gave her clothes and 
a postcard with money so she could get any-
thing she wanted.   
 
This was one of our best Christmas Days 
thanks to the efforts of our parents.  It was a 
well-planned, organized surprise for us, not 
only to see these presents, but to see your 
parents working so hard to get this done.   

A Day to Remember                                                  
By Kristian Velasquez, Voices Winner (GED) 

My First Neighbor in America                                  
By Islam Makhmudov, Voices Winner (Russia) 

In 2007, we, my family 

and I, moved to an    

apartment; then we 

met new people.  Our     

neighbors were nice   

people.  In the      

downstairs was living an 

old lady, but my kids 

were loud, too loud.  

When they were playing in the house, she was  

hitting up to the ceiling with a broom — then my 

kids were scared!  We tried not to be loud, but 

the apartment was old, and every time we were 

waling it was making noises.   

One day we went to Russia, my   country, for a 

visit.  Then she asked my neighbor, “Where are 

they?  Did they move?”  But the neighbor said, 

“No, they went to visit somewhere.”  Then she 

was so happy that we hadn’t moved.  She thought 

we had moved because of her! 

Now six years have passed and today we are good 

friends.  We are her favorite neighbors.  Now she 

likes to hear our noise. 



Page 14 Volume 14, Issue 3 

Who Will Create Something New                             

if Everyone Can Only Copy                                      
By Maxim Shugaev (Russia) 

 I am sure that everyone has pondered at least 
once the issue: What is the most effective        
approach to education? Indeed, numerous theories 
have been created in pursuit of the answer to this 
question. Some argue that education has to be 
general, other appeal to the doctrine that each 
person must specialize in a very narrow way. 
There also are approaches which suggest it is 
more effective to organize education according to 
the student’s dominant way of learning (visual, 
audial, or kinetic). So, it is clear that the issue is 
very broad and cannot have just an unequivocal 
solution. Hence, it is too difficult to elucidate all 
aspects of the problem in this  article, but I will 
try to uncover some problems of the current    
educational system and denote the most          
effective, in my opinion, approach to education. 
 
 In many countries, the major part of the          
educational process can be described as a    
teacher’s knowledge replication. The origin of 
this method refers to our innate instinct, mimicry, 
which plays a key role for infants. This reflex   
allows babies to learn the language, find their 
feet and become the same as their parents.      
 
Unfortunately, educational systems increasingly 
pay too much attention to the naive presumption 
that the habit of mimicry permits children not 
only to study new material effectively, but also to 
apply it in life, especially in new situations. As a 
result, alumni have a really flawless ability to 
copy another's behavior and ideas as well as     
accumulate a massive amount of knowledge not 
linked each other. Ironically, those acquirements 
are completely inapplicable for real life. The       
graduates, on the one hand, cannot create some-
thing absolutely new and, on the other hand, they 
have to undergo complete retraining upon recruit-
ment into a new position. So, in spite of the fact 
that this approach to education seems to be    
reasonable at first glance, the reign of this      
paradigm results only in stagnation and, if     
something was changed, extra spending on         
re-education. 
 

 In light of the problem, I would like to present 
another approach, that of individual education. To 
understand the method it is helpful to investigate 
the issue: Will be one as smart as another who has 
revealed facts if he just copies the facts into one’s 
brain?   Unfortunately not. The person will have no 
idea how to apply the information in new         
situations. I believe that the paradigm of          
individual  education can drastically improve this 
situation. Under this approach, an instructor just 
gives a challenge and, probably, a few hints, not 
providing any theory. The student has to find a 
solution for the problem based on his or her own 
knowledge, information from books and the      
Internet, opinions of other people, and intuition. 
In this case, the pupil is not only searching for the 
solution to the problem but also improving his or 
her discipline, training in the ability to seek and 
analyze information and, what is more important, 
memorizing new  knowledge not as a disordered 
mosaic but as a coherent picture. As a result, the 
person can distinguish not only facts but also    
associations between them, even if they link to 
different knowledge areas. It should be noted that 
interconnection of different fields is the main 
principal of  modern science and the modern 
world. 
 
 To sum up, I have elucidated the shortcomings of 
an educational system which is grounded only on 
knowledge replication. One possible way to solve, 
or at least mitigate, those problems is the concept 
of individual education. I do not dream that this 
approach has only pros, but I am sure that it can 
be really helpful and can demonstrably accelerate 
our civilization development.  

“… the person can      

distinguish not only 

facts but also              

associations between 

them …” 
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This is my story 
about eggs.  It 
comes from my 
first-hand        
experience. 
 
When I was a six-
year-old child, 
supplies were 

scarce in China.  My family was so poor that I 
could only seldom eat eggs.  Only on my 
birthday could I get a chance to eat an egg.  
This was true for all    children in our village. 
 
One day, my good friend, Xiong, showed me 
something he was covering in his hands.  He 
said to me mysteriously, “Do you know what 
this is?”  After several   seconds, Xiong 
grinned and opened his hands.  A boiled egg 
appeared, its shell peeled.  It looked as dirty 
as Xiong’s hands.  “It’s my birthday!”  He was      
excited.  “You can share it with me.”  He 
nipped a piece of white, the size of a bread-
crumb, and handed it to me.  I remember 
that day.  It took almost one hour to finish 
that egg.  That day I   promised Xiong that in 
the future when we grew up, I would invite 
him to have a large bowl of fried eggs and it 
would be my treat. 
 
Unfortunately, Xiong died of leukemia  before 
I could meet my commitment.  That year, we 
were 16 years old.  Now, every time I eat 
eggs, I remember Xiong’s grinning face and 
that dirty egg. 
 
Twenty years after Xiong’s death, I was 36 
years old.  I had achieve a prosperous life.  I 
would never worry that I cannot afford eggs.  
Gradually, with the accelerating pace of life, 
I began to forget Xiong and the hard life    
before. 
 
Then one day at the gate of my institute, a 
teenager fell down in front of me.  He    
fainted.  His face was pale and his lips were 
chapped.  This made me so concerned. 

I carried him into our gatehouse and fed him some wa-
ter.  After several minutes, he  weakly said, “I am very 
hungry!”  I got a steamed bun to him.  He  gobbled and       
finished very quickly.    
Slowly, his pale face turned red.  He told me his daddy 
had died when he was eight years old, and his mom ran 
away from home and remarried.  He lived with his 
grandpa.  He was 16 years old. 
 
Gosh!  Sixteen years old!  That made me recall Xiong. 
The teenager told me he had spent two days walking the 
90 kilometers from his village because he had no money 
for the bus.  He wanted to find a job to help his poor 
family, but nobody would hire him.  For three full days 
he hadn’t eaten. 
 
I told him, “You’d better go back to take care of your 
grandpa!”  I wished that he would get a chance to      
accept education.  Meanwhile, I mentioned that I could 
subsidize him to have middle school. 
 
After I took him to dinner, I sent him back to his home 
with a little money. 
 
Four months later, the young man came again.  He    
carried a basket of eggs, and, smiling, he told me that 
his grandpa had bought hens with the money that I gave 
him and the hens gave him these eggs.  He gave me   
these eggs to thank me. 
 
Eggs again! 
 
Now, he continues his schooling, and he and his grandpa 
stick together to raise their family. 
 
Much of our day-to-day experience brings enlightenment 
to us.  It seems to be eggs that provide inspiration to 
me. 
 
The lesson I’ve learned from these experiences is that 
sharing with each other in hard times makes everyone 
happy, a happiness for me that will last a lifetime. 
 

There is a saying that if you can appreciate the tiny drop 

of water, you can understand the whole ocean. 

The Lesson of Eggs                                                 
By Guo Xiaotao, Voices “Big Read Winner” (China) 



The Multi-Cultural Brief is an ESL newsletter creat-

ed by students who want to improve their English 

and is produced as part of a newspaper class offered 

through the Charlottesville Adult Education pro-

gram.  Its purpose is to provide students with an op-

portunity to: 

• share their experiences of being from another 

country, 

• offer multicultural perspectives on life in Char-

lottesville, 

• help inform people who are new to Char-

lottesville of issues and opportunities around 

town, 

• build a bridge of communication between the 

ESL population and Americans living in the Char-

lottesville community. 

Mission Statement of the Multi-Cultural 

Brief Calendar Dates to Remember 
 
Dialogue Café at ALC.  Conversation in a 
friendly, informal setting.  Free. Mondays:  
6:30-8:30 p.m. and Fridays: 12:30-2:30 p.m.   
Wednesdays:  Ongoing Assessments for 
classes at ALC, 10:00-12:00 p.m.  Please be 
on time.                                               
April 13:  GED ® Practice Test                    
April 17, 19 & 24:  GED ®  Test.                             
May 4:  GED ® Practice Test.                     
May 11: Festival of Cultures at Lee Park, 
free and open to all:  10-4.                    
May 15, 17 & 29:  GED ® Test.                      
May 27:  Memorial Day (No Classes at ALC).                                        
June 19, 21, & 26:  GED ® Test.                 
June 27: Pot Luck at ALC and last day of 
classes for Spring Term.                         
Bad Weather:  In case of bad weather, call 
434-245-2401 to see if school is canceled! 
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Charlottesville City Schools             
Adult ESL Program                            
935-A Second Street, SE                  
Charlottesville, VA  22902               
(434)245-2817                              
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