
Essay Rubric 
 
9  
(98) 

Near perfect: Eloquent and keenly perceptive; All aspects of the paper are 
working toward not only fulfilling the assignment but revealing depth that is 
not readily evident in the topic of study; grammar is without consistent error 
 

These 
upper-half 
essays show 
the writer 
understands 
both the 
prompt and 
the text 

8  
(93) 

Keenly perceptive; All aspects of the paper are working toward not only 
fulfilling the assignment but revealing depth that is not readily evident in the 
topic of study; grammar is without consistent error 
 

7  
(88) 

Very good insight; All aspects of the paper are working toward not only 
fulfilling the assignment but revealing some depth that is not readily evident in 
the topic of study; few errors in grammar 
 

6  
(83) 

Several good insights; most aspects of the paper are working toward not only 
fulfilling the assignment but revealing some depth that is not readily evident in 
the topic of study; few errors in grammar 
 

5 
(78) 

Ambiguous evidence of comprehension of the text or task; some aspects of the 
paper are working toward fulfilling the task but a lack of understanding seems 
evident; consistent errors in certain areas of grammar 
 

4 
(73) 

Shows serious deficits or misinterpretations; aspects of the paper are working 
toward fulfilling the task but there exists some factual inaccuracies or 
misunderstandings of essential elements of the story; consistent errors in 
several areas of grammar 
 

Lower-half 
papers show 
the writer 
does not 
understand 
the prompt 
or the text or 
probably 
both. 

3 
(68) 
 

Major thinking problems, gross inaccuracies; some attempt at addressing the 
prompt but there exists factual inaccuracies or misunderstandings of essential 
elements of the story; consistent errors in most areas of grammar 
 

2 
(63) 

Unacceptably brief, serious misunderstanding, poorly written; some attempt at 
addressing the prompt but there exists complete factual inaccuracies or 
misunderstandings of essential elements of the story; consistent careless errors 
in grammar 
 

1 
(58) 

Especially inexact, brief, vacuous, and/or mechanically unsound; little attempt 
at addressing the prompt and there exists complete factual inaccuracies or 
misunderstandings of essential elements of the story; consistent careless errors 
in grammar 
 

0 
(53) 

No more than a reference to the task; no attempt at addressing the prompt and 
there exists complete factual inaccuracies or misunderstandings of essential 
elements of the story; consistent careless errors in grammar 
 
 

____ 
 

Completely off topic 

 
 


