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1. "Hear, my son, the instruction of your father" 
Rabbi Elazar deconstructs the title verse to teach us that people must follow the Torah that was given to them by God along with His rebukes and 
punishments. When someone who has studied the Torah dies, it precedes him and opens all the gates for him to the next world. Rabbi Elazar says 
that God takes most joy in those who get up at night to study the Torah.

1. "And Hashem spoke to Moses, saying, Pinchas, the son of 
Elazar..." (Bemidbar 25:10). Rabbi Elazar began, "Hear, my son, the 
instruction of your father, and do not forsake the Torah of your 
mother" (Mishlei 1:8). "Hear, my son, the instruction of your father..." 
This refers to the Holy One, blessed be He. "and do not forsake the 
Torah of your mother." This refers to the Congregation of Yisrael. 
What is the instruction of your father? Instruction is the Torah which 
contains a number of rebukes and punishments, as it is said: "My 
son, do not despise the chastening of Hashem, nor be weary of His 
correction" (Mishlei 3:11).
 

 

2. And since everyone who engages in Torah in this world is worthy 
that a number of gates, a number of lights to the next world, be 
opened for him, therefore when he departs from this world THE 
TORAH precedes him, going to all the gate keepers proclaiming, 
"Open the gates, that the righteous nation...may enter in" (Yeshayah 
26:2). Prepare a seat for so-and-so, the King's servant! The Holy 
One, blessed be He, has no joy other than with one who engages in 
Torah. How much more so with a man who rises up at night to 
engage in Torah, for all the righteous in The Garden of Eden are 
attentive to his voice and the Holy One, blessed be He, is amongst 
them, as they put it: "You that dwell in the gardens, the companions 
hearken for your voice: Cause me to hear it" (Shir Hashirim 8:13).
 

 

 
 
2. "The companions hearken for your voice" 
Rabbi Shimon tells us that everyone who studies the Torah at night is strengthened by the Shechinah, and this is even more true of those who 
guard the covenant. He says that Yisrael would have been destroyed had Pinchas not killed Cozbi and Zimri, but his act appeased God's anger. 
Lastly we hear that if a person reincarnates the second time without improving his soul he has betrayed God's truth.

3. Rabbi Shimon said: This verse has in it the secret of wisdom. 
"You that dwell in the gardens" refers to the Congregation of Yisrael, 
THAT IS MALCHUT, which is with Yisrael in exile and accompanies 
them in their troubles. "the companions hearken for your voice..." 
refers to the camps of the higher heavenly ANGELS, all of whom 
listen to your voice, the voice of your praises in exile. "Cause me to 
hear it" is as it is said: "let me see your countenance, let me hear 
your voice" (Shir Hashirim 2:14). "let me hear your voice" refers to 
the voice of those companions who engage in Torah, for I have no 
praise such as those who engage in Torah.
 

 

4. Rabbi Shimon said: Apparently at midnight, as the day begins to 
dawn, all those who are privileged to engage in Torah come with the 
Queen to welcome the King, and they grow stronger and take 
possession of the Shechinah. Moreover, a thread OF CHESED hangs 
over Him, as the Sages have explained.
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5. Come and see: Everyone who is privileged to be strengthened in 
the Shechinah gains protection for himself from those matters that 
are considered to be opposed TO THE SHECHINAH. Who is 
protected? Those who do not falsify by the sign of the Holy 
Covenant LIKE MATING WITH the daughter of a foreign El. And he 
who watches over himself, as it were, the Assembly of Yisrael is 
linked to Him, in turn, and protects him and greets him peacefully. 
And this is even more so if he has been privileged to zealously take 
up the cause and guard THE SIGN OF THE HOLY COVENANT.
 

 

6. Said Rabbi Shimon: Yisrael at that time would have deserved to 
have been extirpated from the world had not Pinchas first done the 
deed OF KILLING ZIMRI AND COZBI, and thus the anger abated. This 
is what is said: "Pinchas, the son of Elazar, the son of Aaron the 
priest, has turned my wrath away" (Bemidbar 25:11). Another 
explanation: "Pinchas, the son of Elazar, the son of...": Rabbi 
Shimon said, The word son occurs twice to complete the act.
 

 

7. Said Rabbi Shimon: When the soul of a person reincarnates, 
MEANING A SECOND TIME AROUND, without gaining merits to be 
changed for the better, it is as though he betrays the truth of the 
King and I apply to him the verse, "...or has found that which was 
lost, and have lied concerning it, and have sworn falsely..." (Vayikra 
5:22). "And have lied concerning it," MEANING TO THE SOUL, it 
would have been better for him had he not been created, FOR IT 
WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER HAD HE NOT REINCARNATED INTO 
THIS WORLD.
 

 

 
 
3. The complete righteous and the incomplete righteous 
In this section we learn that a completely righteous person is allowed to challenge an evil person, but an incompletely righteous person is not. The 
latter is defined as someone who did evil deeds himself in his first incarnation but now in this incarnation has done only good deeds. These good 
deeds are required to repair his earlier bad deeds. Rabbi Shimon says that even one who is not destined for greatness can achieve it through 
dedication to the Holy Name, as did Pinchas.

8. We have learned: A totally righteous person is not put off BY AN 
EVIL PERSON AND MAY CHALLENGE HIM, but one who is not 
totally righteous is held back AND IS FORBIDDEN TO CHALLENGE 
AN EVIL PERSON. HE ASKS, Who is totally righteous? And who is 
incompletely righteous? And could it be that one who is not perfect 
in his deeds is nevertheless called 'righteous', THAT IS, THAT YOU 
REFER TO HIM AS AN INCOMPLETE RIGHTEOUS? FOR SOMEONE 
WHO IS LACKING IN HIS DEEDS, ACCORDING TO HOW THEY 
SHOULD BE, OUGHT TO BE CALLED 'BAD'. THE ANSWER TO THIS 
IS it is known that a totally righteous person is one who has not 
undertaken upon himself to undergo crooked incarnations THAT IS, 
HE IS INCARNATED and within his OWN inheritance he constructs 
edifices, puts up walls, digs wells and plants trees. THAT IS TO SAY, 
ALL THE GOOD DEEDS THAT HE DID PERTAIN TO HIM, FOR HE 
HAS NO NEED OF CORRECTING OTHERS.
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9. An incompletely righteous person IS one who constructs edifices 
on someone else's inheritance, THAT IS TO SAY, WHOSE SOUL IS 
ON ITS SECOND INCARNATION BECAUSE HE WAS WICKED THE 
FIRST TIME, WITH THE RESULT THAT ALL HIS GOOD DEEDS ARE 
NEEDED TO REPAIR THE SOUL FROM THE FIRST TIME THAT IT 
CAME INTO THE WORLD, AND SO HIS EDIFICES ARE BUILT WITHIN 
SOMEONE ELSE'S INHERITANCE. He digs wells within it and 
cultivates it, restores the foundation stones to the way they were, 
and labors there, but does not know whether it will remain his. For in 
terms of himself, THAT IS, ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS IN THIS 
INCARNATION, he is good, and is 'a righteous person'. But in terms 
of the legacy, THAT IS, IN TERMS OF HIS DEEDS ON THE FIRST 
OCCASION THAT HE CAME INTO THE WORLD, he is not so. THAT IS 
TO SAY, HE HAS NOT YET REMEDIED THE EFFECTS OF THE SINS 
COMMITTED THE FIRST TIME.
 

 

10. HE IS LIKENED TO a person who constructs beautiful and 
attractive buildings. Look at the foundation and observe it sunken 
and twisted in all directions. The building will not be perfect until he 
has demolished it and rebuilt it as it was, namely, AS IT SHOULD BE. 
Thus in terms of the superstructure of the building that he 
constructed, everything was good and wonderful but in terms of the 
edifice's foundation it is bad and twisted, and for this reason is not 
referred to as a perfect deed, and not considered a perfect building. 
AND SO IT IS WITH THE INCARNATED SOUL. ALTHOUGH IN TERMS 
OF HIS DEEDS HE IS RIGHTEOUS, NEVERTHELESS, SINCE HE HAS 
NOT YET REMEDIED THE EFFECTS OF THE SINS HE COMMITTED 
THE FIRST TIME THAT HE CAME INTO THE WORLD, he is called 'an 
incompletely righteous person' because of it and he is pushed aside 
BY A WICKED PERSON. And on this SCRIPTURE SAYS, "when the 
wicked devours the man that is more righteous than he" (Chavakuk 
1:13).
 

 

11. Come and see: One who is zealous for the Holy Name of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, even if he is not designated for greatness and is 
not worthy of it, he earns it and gains it. Pinchas was not worthy OF 
THE PRIESTHOOD at that time, but because he was zealous for the 
name of his Master, he earned everything and rose to the highest 
position, and everything was put right within him, and he was 
privileged to serve in the supreme priesthood. From then on he was 
referred to as Pinchas the son of Elazar, the son of Aaron the priest, 
WITH THE WORD 'SON' OCCURRING TWICE since he completed two 
stages, THAT IS, HE MADE GOOD FOR HIMSELF AND ALSO FOR 
THE SOULS OF NADAV AND ABIHU WHICH HAD INCARNATED INTO 
HIM, FOR THEY ARE THE SONS OF AARON AND IT IS THEREFORE 
WRITTEN "THE SON OF ELAZAR, THE SON OF AARON. And this 
was because he was zealous for the name of his Master and put the 
wrong right, FOR HE CORRECTED HIMSELF AND ALSO FROM THE 
POINT OF VIEW OF THE SOULS OF NADAV AND ABIHU THAT WERE 
INCARNATED IN HIM.
 

 

 
 
4. "Preserve my soul; for I am pious" 
Rabbi Shimon tells Rabbi Yehuda that "Preserve my soul" means "preserve the Hei," for the soul holds onto the Hei. If the soul is deserving when it 
leaves this world it is welcomed to the next world, but if it is not deserving, the angels of destruction push it outside. When David prayed for the 
preservation of his soul, he called himself pious because he was receiving the flow of Chassadim, and Rabbi Yitzchak says that Chassadim is 
bestowed by the Righteous, Yesod.
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12. Rabbi Yehuda began: "Preserve my soul; for I am pious: Save 
Your servant..." (Tehilim 86:2). One has to look at the end of the 
verse, and then at the whole verse. At the end of the verse it says, 
"who trusts in You." HE ASKS, Should it not have said, "who trusts 
You"? HE ANSWERS: apparently David promised not to be asleep 
when midnight passed, as it is written: "At midnight I will rise to give 
thanks to You" (Tehilim 119:62). He should have said, "I arose," but 
THE MEANING IS, I will arise and be bound to You for ever.
 

 

13. HE ASKS "Preserve (Heb. shomrah) my soul." He should have 
used the form 'shamor', but we have learnt that there is no letter in 
the Torah that does not have heavenly and precious secrets. HE 
ANSWERS 'shomrah', for he was saying to the Holy One, blessed be 
He, 'shamor Hei', NAMELY PRESERVE THE HEI, for it is that same 
part onto which the soul holds. When the soul leaves this world it 
enters to inherit the domain of the next world. If it so merits, a 
number of heavenly hosts come out to greet it, guard it, and bring it 
into its residence in its place. That letter Hei, NAMELY MALCHUT, 
preserves it, so as to unite with it on new moons and Shabbats.
 

 

14. But if it does not so merit, a number of angels of destruction are 
directed against it, and push it outside. Woe to that soul that 
wanders in vain as a stone in the hollow of the sling. This is what 
was said: "and the souls of your enemies, them shall he sling out, as 
out of the hollow of a sling" (I Shmuel 25:29). And David made his 
request before the Holy One, blessed be He, and said, "Preserve my 
soul" that it be not rejected, and when they come out against it, may 
the portals be opened for it, and may you accept it before you. "for I 
am pious...": HE ASKS, was David really called 'pious'? WAS HE 
NOT A KING, AND WAS NOT KINGSHIP (MALCHUT) HIS 
CHARACTERISTIC? Said Rabbi Yehuda, Yes, HE WAS CALLED 
'PIOUS', for it is written, "the sure Chassadim of David" (Yeshayah 
55:3). THAT IS, SINCE HE WAS RECEIVING CHASSADIM THAT ARE 
SURE, HE IS 'PIOUS' (HEB. CHASID) and this is the reason for 
"Preserve my soul," namely, do not abandon it to wander on the 
outside.
 

 

15. Rabbi Yitzchak said: Everyone who has a portion in this 
righteous, NAMELY WHO GUARDS HIS COVENANT, inherits this 
land, THAT IS MALCHUT, as it is said: "Your people also shall be all 
righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever" (Yeshayah 60:21). And 
this righteous, WHICH IS YESOD, is called 'pious' SINCE HE 
BESTOWS CHASSADIM. THAT IS why David said, Since I am linked 
and holding onto that place, UNTO THE RIGHTEOUS, THEREFORE, 
"I am pious"; and because of this, "Preserve my soul" that it be 
bound up with You.
 

 

 
 
5. The Hei added to the name of Joseph and the Yud to Pinchas 
Rabbi Chiya begins by saying that the angel taught Joseph the seventy languages that the Pharaoh knew but also taught him the Holy Language 
that the Pharaoh did not. Rabbi Shimon says that even though Joseph pretended not to understand the language of Potiphar's wife she eventually 
caught on to him and knew that he did understand; then the Holy Spirit known as 'testimony' gave him a warning. It is this testimony that is the Hei 
that was added to Joseph's name and the Yud that was added to the name of Pinchas.
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16. Rabbi Chiya began: "This he ordained in Joseph for testimony, 
when he went out over the land of Egypt, I heard the language of him 
whom I had not known" (Tehilim 81:6). We have learnt THAT THE 
ANGEL taught Joseph seventy languages, AS WERE KNOWN BY 
PHARAOH, but also in the Holy Tongue HE WAS GREATER THAN 
PHARAOH, FOR PHARAOH DID NOT KNOW THE HOLY TONGUE. 
This is meant by "I heard the language of him whom I had not 
known" FOR HE TAUGHT HIM LANGUAGES THAT HE HAD NOT 
KNOWN PREVIOUSLY. But, IF THIS IS SO, what is "testimony"? AND 
HE ANSWERS, Come and see: When Potiphar's wife took hold of 
him to seduce him, Joseph made himself as one who did not know 
her language, and so it was each day until the last moment, as it is 
written: "And she caught him by his garment" (Beresheet 39:12). 
What is the meaning of "she caught him"? Until that time he had 
pretended that he did not know her language, BUT THEN SHE SAW 
THROUGH HIM, THAT HE DID KNOW HER LANGUAGE, MEANING 
THAT HE UNDERSTOOD HER INTENTION. THIS IS THE MEANING OF 
"SHE CAUGHT HIM": THAT SHE CAUGHT THE TRICKERY IN HIM. 
"HIS GARMENT (HEB. BEGED)," IS ANOTHER WAY OF SAYING 
INFIDELITY (HEB. BEGIDAH) AND TREACHERY. And the Holy Spirit, 
THAT IS, MALCHUT, cried out to him, "that they may keep you from 
the strange woman, from the alien woman who makes smooth her 
words" (Mishlei 7:5). HE ASKS, what is this trying to teach us here? 
AND ANSWERS, THIS IS TEACHING US that everyone who keeps 
himself from such a thing AS JOSEPH DID is bound up with the 
Shechinah and holds on to this testimony WHICH IS MALCHUT. And 
which is it? This is the Hei that was added to it, as it is written: "This 
he ordained in Joseph for testimony." Also in our section, a Yud was 
added to the name of Pinchas because he was zealous over the 
same matter, THE AFFAIR OF ZIMRI, FOR THE YUD HINTS AT 
MALCHUT.
 

 

 
 
6. Keeper of the covenant 
Rabbi Yesa wonders why when the children of Yisrael were exiled to Babylon and wept, they were remembering Zion and not Jerusalem. Rabbi 
Shimon's answer is that the whole purpose of the Righteous, Yesod, is to bestow blessings, and if the Shechinah is in exile it has no one to bestow 
blessings upon and therefore the Righteous has perished. Rabbi Yisa says that whoever respects God is honored in his life and in his death, as 
were Joseph and Pinchas. From Rabbi Shimon we learn why Pinchas was granted the priesthood, even though he had killed and all those who kill 
are normally barred from the priesthood.

17. Rabbi Yesa began: "By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, 
we also wept, when we remembered Zion" (Tehilim 137:1). HE ASKS, 
should it not have said Jerusalem since it is written, "If I forget you, 
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its cunning" (Tehilim 137:5). Why 
then, "when we remembered Zion"? AND HE ANSWERS: IT IS LIKE a 
man who had a precious and beautiful palace, and robbers came and 
burned it down. Whose is the anguish IF not that of the palace 
owner? Here also, whose anguish is it that the Shechinah is in exile, 
if not that of the Righteous, namely YESOD? And this fits in with 
what they taught, as it is written: "The righteous 
perishes" (Yeshayah 57:1) literally, perished. FOR THE WHOLE 
PURPOSE of YESOD IS TO BESTOW. BUT IF THE SHECHINAH IS IN 
EXILE IT HAS NO ONE TO BESTOW UPON, AND THEREFORE IT IS 
AS IF IT DOES NOT EXIST, BUT HAD PERISHED. Here also, "when 
we remembered Zion," MEANS when we remembered the anguish 
OF ZION, WHICH IS YESOD, because of its LACK of mating, for the 
anguish is indeed his.
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18. Rabbi Yesa said: Whoever respects the name of his Master in 
this matter, and keeps THE COVENANT, is privileged to have his 
Master respect him over all. How do we know this? Because 
regarding Joseph, it is written, "And he made him to ride in the 
second Chariot which he had... and made him ruler over all the land 
of Egypt" (Beresheet 41:43). Furthermore, when Yisrael crossed the 
sea, Joseph's coffin entered the water first and the waters in front of 
it were unable to stay as they were. Therefore it is written, "The sea 
saw it, and fled" (Tehilim 114:3). What is the meaning of "and fled"? 
The sea saw him about whom this is written, "and fled, and went 
outside" (Beresheet 39:12).
 

 

19. Come and see: He was honored in his life and in his death. Why 
in his life? Because during that time he did not want to cleave TO 
POTIPHAR'S WIFE, as it is written: "But he refused, and said to his 
master's wife..." (Beresheet 39:8). As it is written, "that he hearkened 
not to her, to lie by her, or to be with her" (Beresheet 39:10). For this 
reason he was honored in this world. For it is written, "And she 
caught him by his garment...and he fled, and went outside." 
BECAUSE OF THAT he earned entry after HIS DEMISE into the 
heavenly curtain THAT IS IN THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY OF 
HOLIES. And so it was befitting to him, RESULTING that he received 
his due in this world and in the other world.
 

 

20. Pinchas was privileged in this world and in the next, and was 
enabled to live and exist longer than all those who came out of 
Egypt. He also merited to serve as High Priest, both he and all his 
sons after him. However, this is incorrect, there are those who say 
that he had earned the priesthood previously. If so, how should we 
understand the words, "because he was zealous for his Elohim"? 
(Bemidbar 25:13), whose meaning is that he earned the priesthood 
because of this deed and had not gained it previously.
 

 

21. HE RESPONDS: come and see, any priest who kills a person is 
considered forever unfit for the priesthood because he has marred 
his own status, BECAUSE PRIESTHOOD IS THE STATUS OF 
CHESED AND KILLING A PERSON CONTRADICTS THIS. SINCE 
Pinchas HAD KILLED ZIMRI AND COZBI, he was legally barred from 
remaining a priest. But because he was zealous for the Holy One, 
blessed be He, He had to reinstate him, and also his seed after him 
for all time, into the priesthood. THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE 
WORDS, "BECAUSE HE WAS ZEALOUS FOR HIS ELOHIM." Rabbi 
Yitzchak said, Come and see: Pinchas is recorded above and below. 
'ABOVE' MEANS before he came into the world. The reason his 
deeds were recorded BELOW is that he was among those who came 
out of Egypt.
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22. Rabbi Elazar, Rabbi Yosi, and Rabbi Chiya were walking in the 
wilderness. Rabbi Yosi said, This that is written concerning Pinchas, 
"Behold I give him My covenant of peace" (Bemidbar 25:12), refers to 
peace from the Angel of Death, the Angel who will never have 
control over him or have power to judge him. If you were to suggest 
that he did not die, you would be mistaken. HE DID DIE but certainly 
not in the same way as others do and he lived longer than all the 
other members of his generation because he held on to that 
heavenly covenant. And when he did leave this world he departed 
from his fellow mortals with a supreme longing and with wonderful 
devoutness.
 

 

 
 
7. The attire of that world 
Rabbi Elazar deduces from some verses in Zecharyah that it is a person's bad deeds that make a filthy garment for his spirit, and that everyone will 
be joyful if they can don a more suitable garment in the next world. Next the rabbis sit in the shade of a rock while they pause from their travels, and 
Rabbi Elazar says, 'Shade is without doubt the joy of the soul'.

23. Rabbi Elazar began: "And he showed me Joshua the High Priest, 
standing before the angel of Hashem..." (Zecharyah 3:1). Come and 
see: woe to those people who do not look out for their Master's 
honor and do not pay attention to the fact that He daily issues a 
proclamation about them. When a person observes the 
commandments of the Torah, many defenders rise to recall his good 
points, but if a person transgresses the commandments his deeds 
accuse him before the Holy One, blessed be He. We have been told 
that Joshua was a High Priest. And what is written about him? "...
and the adversary standing at his right hand to thwart him" (Ibid.). If 
this is how it was for him, then how much more so for those ordinary 
mortals who do not respect the honor of their Master.
 

 

24. Look what is written: "Now Joshua was clothed in filthy 
garments..." (Ibid. 3). This has been explained. Yet the filthy 
garments were surely the garments in which the spirit is attired in 
that world. Happy is the destiny of he whose garments are repaired 
and complete in that world! We have already learnt what raiment 
they clothe everyone with who they want to send to Gehenom, what 
these raiments are that they dress him in. AND ANSWERS: here it is 
written, "Now Joshua was clothed in filthy garments, and he stood 
before the angel." Which angel? The Angel appointed to be in charge 
of Gehenom and who is also appointed to be in charge of everyone 
who he sees in such clothes. Then a voice said, "Take off the filthy 
garments from him" (Ibid. 4).
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25. It follows from this that it is a person's bad deeds that make the 
filthy garments for him. "And he said to him, 'Behold I have caused 
your iniquity to pass from you; and I clothe you in festive 
garments'" (Ibid.). For they clothed him in other more suitable 
garments, in which a person may observe the splendor of his 
Master's honor.
 

 

26. Come and see the similarity: Pinchas, who did not leave this 
world until he had changed into other fitted garments which the 
spirit would enjoy in the next world, had in one hour taken off one 
set and put on the other, to fulfil that which is written: "Behold, I give 
to him My covenant of peace" (Bemidbar 25:12). While they were on 
their way and the sunlight was strong, they sat down in the shade of 
a rock in the wilderness. Said Rabbi Elazar, Shade is without doubt 
the joy of the soul.
 

 

 
 
8. From Rosh Hashanah to the last day of Sukkot 
Rabbi Elazar explains to Rabbi Chiya the significance of the days mentioned in the title of this section. We hear that it has to do with the order in 
which God lifts up his right arm and extends it to embrace Malchut and unite with her. It includes the purification and fasting that the children of 
Yisrael do at this time.

27. Rabbi Chiya said to Rabbi Elazar, I should like to discuss these 
days from Rosh Hashanah until the last day of Sukkot. Rabbi Elazar 
said, But we have already studied them, and the companions have 
made their comments about them. Rabbi Chiya said, Of course, but I 
heard something about them from the great and holy luminary, 
RABBI SHIMON. He said to him, Tell us. To which Rabbi Chiya 
replied, Its comprehension has slipped my mind AND IS NOT AS 
CLEAR AS IT SHOULD BE. Rabbi Elazar said, Although the 
companions have already discussed this matter, and it is beautiful, 
the order of these days is the secret of wisdom, amongst the reapers 
in the field, NAMELY, AMONGST THOSE SCHOLARS WHO HAVE 
ALREADY COMPLETED ALL THE CLARIFICATIONS OF MALCHUT, 
WHICH IS TERMED 'A FIELD'.
 

 

28. Come and see: The order of unifying all into one, How does that 
go? We have learnt, He began, "Hashem has made bare His holy 
arm" (Yeshayah 52:10). This is one arm, WHICH IS THE LEFT 
COLUMN on which are dependent salvation, vengeance, and 
redemption. But why DID HASHEM MAKE BARE THIS HOLY ARM OF 
HIS? It was to raise up the Assembly of Yisrael, NAMELY, MALCHUT, 
from the dust and to welcome her with Him so as to unite as one. 
When that ARM is raised up against her, there is much fear present 
in the world, until He rests that arm under her head to unite with her, 
as it is said: "His left hand is under my head..." (Shir Hashirim 2:6). 
And then judgment rests and He atones for sins.
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29. Later the Right COLUMN comes to embrace her. Then rejoicing 
engulfs the world, and all countenances shine. Subsequently, she, 
MALCHUT, unites with the body, NAMELY, THE CENTRAL COLUMN, 
and then everything is called 'one without schism', FOR THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN INCORPORATES THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT. 
Then everything is perfection and everything is joy and they, ZEIR 
ANPIN AND MALCHUT, certainly unite, which is not the case at other 
times.
  

30. The order of those days, from Rosh Hashanah until the last day 
of Sukkot, is like this. On Rosh Hashanah, the left arm is awakened, 
NAMELY, THE LEFT COLUMN OF ZEIR ANPIN, to welcome the 
Queen. The whole world is then in fear of Judgment, and the whole 
world has to be in complete repentance before the Holy One, blessed 
be He. Later, on the ninth of the month, the Queen comes and the 
palace retinue, NAMELY, THE CHILDREN OF YISRAEL, make merry 
and immerse themselves in the river to purify themselves SO AS TO 
BE WORTHY OF the mating of the Queen WITH ZEIR ANPIN, on the 
other day, NAMELY, THE TENTH OF THE MONTH, YOM KIPPUR 
(DAY OF ATONEMENT). For her mating is accomplished by ZEIR 
ANPIN placing his left hand under her head, in accordance with the 
text, "His left hand is under my head."
 

 

31. Then, on the tenth day Yisrael fast for their sins and are forgiven. 
For the Heavenly Ima, namely, BINAH, looks kindly on Malchut in the 
mating, FOR ON YOM KIPPUR MALCHUT RISES AND COATS BINAH, 
and makes atonement for all of the retinue of the temple, NAMELY, 
YISRAEL, since the left OF ZEIR ANPIN welcomes her on this day, 
for the head of Malchut rests on the left.
 

 

32. On the first day of Sukkot, the Right COLUMN OF ZEIR ANPIN 
begins to move towards MALCHUT to embrace her. THIS IS THE 
HIDDEN MEANING OF THE VERSE, "AND HIS RIGHT HAND 
EMBRACES ME" (SHIR HASHIRIM 2:6). Then everyone rejoices and 
all countenances shine. There is joy in pouring pure water on the 
altar. People should be happy by rejoicing in many different ways. 
This is brought about by the right, for wherever the right side, 
NAMELY, CHASSADIM, rests, there has to be joy for everyone. Then, 
this way, she is happy to be entertained.
 

 

33. Later, on the day of Shmini Atzeret (the Eight day of Assembly), 
is Simchat Torah, as then the mating of the body NAMELY, THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN CALLED 'BODY' is taking place. This is the 
mating of all parts, FOR IT INCLUDES THE MATING OF THE LEFT 
SIDE, OF ROSH HASHANAH AND YOM KIPPUR AS WELL AS THE 
MATING OF THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE HOLIDAY OF SUKKOT SINCE 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN INCORPORATES THE RIGHT AND THE 
LEFT. Thus all is one and this is the perfection of all. And this day is 
definitely Yisrael's. Its portion belongs to them alone, for no other 
people has a part in it. THAT IS TO SAY, IT IS NOT LIKE THE 
FESTIVAL OF SUKKOT WHEN SEVENTY BULLS ARE SACRIFICED 
FOR THE SEVENTY NATIONS, BECAUSE THE NATIONS HAVE NO 
PART IN SHMINI ATZERET. Happy are Yisrael in this world and in the 
World to Come. About them it is written, "Because you are a holy 
people for Hashem your Elohim" (Devarim 14:2).
 

 

 
 
9. The rainbow 
Rabbi Yehuda says the rainbow appears to remind people of God's promise never again to destroy the world, and we also hear that the rainbow 
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appears whenever there is no righteous person to protect the world. When Rabbi Elazar talks about the green, red and white colors in the rainbow 
that correspond to the three patriarchs, Rabbi Aba disagrees with his assignment of each color. He ends by talking about the letter Yud in Pinchas' 
name, and mentions that Nadab and Abihu were reincarnated in Pinchas.

34. "Pinchas, the son of Elazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has 
turned My wrath away from the children of Yisrael..." (Bemidbar 
25:11). Rabbi Yehuda began: "Recall, now, who that was innocent 
ever perished? or where were the upright cut off?" (Iyov 4:7). We 
learned there that whoever sees the rainbow in all its colors has to 
say the blessing: "Blessed is He who remembers the covenant," 
since this is the sign of a holy covenant that the Holy One, blessed 
be He, placed on earth that the waters of the flood will not cover it 
again. This is because, when the numbers of wicked people increase 
in the world, the Holy One, blessed be He, wants to destroy them, 
but then he recalls for them that oath that He swore to the land, for it 
is twice written 'not': "I will not again curse...neither will I again smite 
any more..." (Beresheet 8:21). And TWICE 'NOT' constitutes an oath, 
as it is said: "as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no 
more go over the earth" (Yeshayah 54:9).
 

 

35a. Rabbi Yosi said: "A rainbow comes to protect the world. It is 
like a queen wearing royal apparel who appears before the king 
every time he is about to hit his son because he has sinned against 
him. The king sees her and his anger with his son leaves him and he 
rejoices with her, as it is written: "and I will look upon it, that I may 
remember the everlasting covenant" (Beresheet 9:16). And this is 
why a rainbow appears in the world, only in the royal apparel of 
Malchut. THESE GARMENTS OF MALCHUT ARE: WHITE, RED AND 
GREEN, AND THEY SUGGEST THE THREE COLUMNS AS WILL BE 
EXPLAINED. When there is a righteous person in the world, he 
upholds the covenant and thus protects the world. But if there is no 
righteous person, then there is a rainbow to indicate that the world is 
about to perish but SURVIVES because of it.
 

 

35b. Rabbi Elazar said: This rainbow, NAMELY MALCHUT, has never 
worn anything except the apparel of the patriarchs, NAMELY, 
CHESED, GVURAH, AND TIFERET OF ZEIR ANPIN, NAMELY green, 
red, and white. The raiment of Abraham is 'green', and it was so 
colored when Ishmael issued from him. 'Red' is Isaac, who acquired 
this color when Esau issued from him. This red stretches down to 
the planet Mars - Ma'adim (from red - Heb. adom), which Esau is 
holding onto. 'White' is the fine garment of Jacob, whose good 
countenance never changed, FOR HIS BED WAS PERFECT AND 
THERE WAS NO BLEMISH IN HIM.
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35c. Rabbi Aba said: That is good, but the holy luminary, NAMELY 
RABBI SHIMON, said, 'White' is Abraham, who was purified 
('whitened') in the white-hot heat of the fire BY NIMROD, WHO CAST 
HIM INTO UR (FIRE) OF THE CHALDEES. 'Red' is obviously Isaac, 
and 'green' is Jacob, who is between the other two colors, FOR 
GREEN INCLUDES WHITE AND RED, WHICH ALSO REPRESENT 
THE COLOR OF THE SUN. And about Jacob it is written, "Jacob 
shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax 
pale" (Yeshayah 29:22) because the whole of the bed was perfect. 
AND THE INTERPRETATION OF this is: "Jacob shall not now be 
ashamed" because he shall not be seen in red like Isaac, who 
fathered Esau. "neither shall his face now grow pale." This means 
that he shall not be seen in white like Abraham, who fathered 
Ishmael. Instead he took the colors WHITE AND RED and enveloped 
them to adorn himself in his ancestors. HE INCORPORATED WITHIN 
HIMSELF THE TWO PATRIARCHS ABRAHAM AND ISAAC, WHO ARE 
WHITE AND RED, AND THIS IS WHY HIS COLOR IS GREEN, WHICH 
INCLUDES WHITE AND RED. And the rainbow, NAMELY, MALCHUT, 
puts on these garments OF WHITE, RED, AND GREEN when it 
appears before the King, ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

35d. Come and see: The secret of the holy covenant is the letter Yud 
that adorns itself with a Supreme heavenly impression, NAMELY 
THE DIADEM OF YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN and this is recorded forever 
in the everlasting covenant. And because Pinchas was zealous for 
the covenant, that letter Yud was inserted into the spelling of his 
name. The Yud in the spelling of 'Pinchas' is a small one, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, THE SECRET OF DIADEM OF YESOD, 
FOR 'PINCHAS' HERE IS SPELLED WITH YUD, which is definitely the 
covenant, which emanated from the upper holy Yud BECAUSE 
MALCHUT EMANATED FROM THE YUD OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI IN 
THE SECRET OF THE FATHER ESTABLISHING HIS DAUGHTER. And 
this is why PINCHAS has a perfect existence before the Holy King 
and shall never perish from the world. And because of this he was 
without guilt at Peor. For he never lost himself from the world's 
holiness. "or where were the upright cut off?" (Iyov 4:7): this refers 
to Nadab and Abihu, who did not totally perish from the world 
BECAUSE THEIR SOULS INCARNATED IN PINCHAS, WHO 
CORRECTED THEM. 
Moses tells the rabbis that Elijah is Pinchas so they must come up 
with some new interpretations. Rabbi Yehuda's opinion is that the 
rainbow does not shine with its proper colors, but the colors hint at 
the merits of the priests and Levites and Yisrael in all their beauty. 
Next we hear that Malchut in exile can only be dressed in black, and 
that the rainbow is really the angel Metatron, the eldest servant of 
God. God's promise to look at the rainbow and remember His 
covenant refers to the shining secrets of the Torah, for light signifies 
all the mysteries of the Torah. Lastly we hear that every one of the 
names of God testifies about God who is above everything, and that 
all of Yisrael, as they are all the sons of Adam, must serve God. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

36. The Faithful Shepherd said to him: What you said is good, but 
since Elijah is Pinchas, who was zealous for the covenant, one must 
establish new and important interpretations about him. This is 
because this portion in the Torah is named Pinchas after him, 
NAMELY ELIJAH, WHO WAS PINCHAS, of whom it is said, "I have 
been very (lit. 'zealously') zealous" (I Melachim 19:10). This refers to 
two forms of zealousness, one for the heavenly name of Shadai, 
YESOD of ZEIR ANPIN, and the other for the lower name of Shadai, 
Metatron CALLED 'SHADAI'. And this is why he made two oaths for 
the two of them and it is twice WRITTEN, 'Not, not.'
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37. But Rabbi Yehuda said: Whoever sees a rainbow in shining 
colors must recite the blessing, 'Blessed be He who remembers the 
covenant.' In exile the rainbow does not shine in its proper colors 
BECAUSE IN EXILE MALCHUT DOES NOT RECEIVE PROPERLY, AS 
FITTING THE UNIFICATION OF THE THREE COLUMNS, WHICH ARE 
REPRESENTED BY THE SECRET OF THE RAINBOW'S THREE 
COLORS. Furthermore, sometimes it hardly shines and at other 
times it doesn't shine at all. The rainbow's colors hint at the merits of 
the Priests, Levites, and Yisrael when they are in their beauty, since 
the rainbow is radiant in its THREE colors, THE SECRET OF THE 
THREE COLUMNS.
 

 

38. Rise up now, Rabbi Yosi of Galilee, and say, for you said 
beautiful things in the previous discussion, that the rainbow only 
comes to protect the world. IT IS LIKE the king who, whenever his 
son sins, and he sees the queen, it takes away his anger with his 
son, as it is written: "and I will look upon it, that I may remember the 
everlasting covenant." Therefore the rainbow only appears in order 
to protect the world FOR IT IS PART OF THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, 
AS EXPLAINED ABOVE. It appears only in precious royal apparel, 
THE SECRET OF THE THREE COLORS. But when there is a 
righteous person in the world, he is representing the upholding of 
the covenant. THIS MEANS HE ESTABLISHES THE UNION 
BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, THEREFORE THERE IS NO 
NEED TO AROUSE MALCHUT BY THE SECRET OF THE RAINBOW.
  

39. HE QUESTIONS, but how can the queen put on royal apparel, 
THE SECRET OF THE THREE COLUMNS, in exile? For in exile the 
Holy One, blessed be He, draws away from the queen. THE ANSWER 
IS No, IN EXILE SHE DOES NOT WEAR ROYAL APPAREL, but is 
dressed in gloomy darkness, NAMELY IN BLACKNESS, and says: 
"Do not gaze upon me, because I am black" (Shir Hashirim 1:6). On 
the contrary, the rainbow that is viewed as appearing in the exile is 
none other than THE ANGEL Metatron, who is called 'Shadai', and he 
is "the eldest servant" OF ZEIR ANPIN "of his house, that ruled over 
all that he had" (Beresheet 24:2), while his sons, NAMELY THOSE 
WHO ATTAINED RUACH FROM THE ASPECT OF METATRON are 
called 'the servants of the Holy One, blessed be He'. The queen's 
sons, NAMELY THOSE WHO ATTAINED NEFESH FROM MALCHUT 
OF ATZILUT, ARE CALLED 'sons'. This is the reason WHY WE PRAY 
'whether as sons or as servants'.
  

40. When the Temple was destroyed, so we are told, servants 
covered their heads in shame and men of action were diminished 
and weakened. This term 'men of action' is definitely derived from 
the name of 'Malchut,' about whom it is said: "Many daughters have 
done valiantly, but you have excelled them all" (Mishlei 31:29). THAT 
IS, EXCELLED REGARDING ACTION, FOR MALCHUT IS CALLED 
"ACTION." However, if there is a righteous person whose merits and 
actions are such as to enlighten Malchut and to strip the raiment of 
blackness from her, literally AND NOT SECRETLY, and adorn her 
with the garments of the shining colors of secrets of the Torah, what 
is written about him? "and I will look upon it, that I may remember 
the everlasting covenant." "and I will look upon it" - this refers to the 
shining secrets to the Torah, for light is called 'a secret', NAMELY 
THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF OR (ENG. LIGHT) IS THE SAME AS 
THAT OF RAZ (ENG. SECRET). THUS, LIGHT SIGNIFIES ALL THE 
MYSTERIES OF THE TORAH, as it is said: "For the commandment is 
a lamp; and the Torah is light" (Mishlei 6:23). And by these mystical 
secrets it was "and I will look upon it."
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41. When HE LOOKS AT THE RAINBOW, NAMELY MALCHUT, his 
anger at his son leaves him, "Then the king's wrath was 
pacified" (Ester 7:10). And the king says to her, with the Amidah 
prayer before him, "What is your petition? and it shall be granted 
you: and what is your request..." (Ester 5:6). Then she asks for her 
redemption and that of her sons, as it is said: "let my life be given 
me at my petition, and my people at my request" (Ester 7:3). But a 
rainbow that appears in the world at a time of exile is of the servant, 
NAMELY METATRON. THAT IS TO SAY, THE LIGHT OF THE 
HEAVENLY MATING IS CLOTHED IN METATRON, AND HE IS 
BEARER OF THE THREE COLORS OF THE RAINBOW, WHICH ARE 
THE THREE COLUMNS. And sometimes she comes out completely, 
when her sons act correctly, while at other times she does not come 
out completely, when her sons do not act correctly.
 

 

42. (THE BEGINNING IS MISSING) and those who make their acts 
agreeable to the King and are zealous for His name, sanctifying it in 
public, as they sanctify it in heaven amongst the angels who are 
appointed over the other nations - each chieftain being known by the 
name of the nation. Yisrael, however, is known above by the name 
Yud Hei Vav Hei, which is the life to all titles.
 

 

43. And every name and appellation testifies about Him, ABOUT THE 
HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE. The name El testifies that He can 
overcome every other El, as it is said: "But as for me, I would seek to 
El" (Iyov 5:8). El is the master of every El. Elohim testifies that He is 
the Elohim of the Elohim. Adonai testifies that He is the Master (Heb. 
adon) over masters. And so it is with each name. And each angel has 
a proper name and each group OF ANGELS is known to be 
recognized by the name of its king. Yisrael, however, is known to 
Him by the Yud Hei Vav Hei.
 

 

44. And the secret of the matter is that just as one man can have a 
number of horses, so it is that all of Yisrael are the sons of Adam; 
THE SECRET OF THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, 
FULLY SPELLED WITH ALEPHS, WHICH AMOUNTS TO THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF 'ADAM'. FOR THE SOULS OF YISRAEL ARE 
THE PROGENY OF ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT. And every son must 
be like a horse and beast of burden for his father, and be subject to 
him. This secret is expressed thus: "Hashem, You preserve Man and 
beast" (Tehilim 36:7). FOR THE PEOPLE OF YISRAEL are the 
children of Adam, WHICH IS YUD HEI VAV HEI OF THE NUMERICAL 
VALUE OF 45. And they make themselves as a beast under him.
 

 

 
 
10. Levirate marriage and reincarnation 
We learn why levirate marriage is permitted even though it is normally forbidden for a man to marry his brother's wife. We are told that the flow of 
the letter Vav causes the letter Yud to turn, and from here the explanation uses the concept of flow to show how the soul of man returns to God. If it 
returns in perfection it runs back into the great sea, but if not, it reincarnates. And if a man has no children his soul is not perfect. When a man has 
committed evil during three incarnations he will not be given a fourth chance, but is sent to Gehenom for judgment. A parallel is drawn between the 
three colors of the rainbow, the three incarnations, and the three Sfirot associated with them. Someone who becomes righteous through the 
experience of many incarnations will not then come back to this world again. For the soul of the man who died childless, his widow becomes a 
home and his brother who fathers children by her becomes a redeemer. We learn that Moses has reincarnated in a number of generations to save 
the souls of Yisrael, and that God ascribed the merit of all these people to Moses. Moses had been destined to receive the Torah in the generation of 
the Flood, but this did not happen due to the sins of the people. Rabbi Shimon stands up and concludes this section by giving an example of a poor 
rabbi who is being punished now for his sins in an earlier incarnation.
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45. And for this reason it is a commandment of the Holy One, 
blessed be He, that a man should marry his deceased brother's 
widow, to have a son for his brother that he be not lost to that world. 
And this is like the secret of the mixed kinds in the fringes (Heb. 
Tzitzit). For they have said: What I have forbidden to you in one 
place, I have permitted in another. I have forbidden mixed kinds in 
general, but permitted mixed kinds in the fringes. I have forbidden 
you to marry your brother's wife, but have permitted levirate 
marriage. Similarly, one may graft apples or dates, each on its own 
species, but it is forbidden to graft one species onto another. And on 
this it is said: "For man is a tree of the field" (Devarim 20:19), FOR 
MAN IS ALSO FORBIDDEN TO MATE WITH ONE WHO IS NOT OF HIS 
SPECIES, NAMELY INCEST, but, for levirate marriage, one may mix 
two that do not go together so that the soul of the deceased shall not 
be lost, "that his name be not wiped out in Yisrael" (Devarim 25:6).
 

 

46. And this is the secret of reincarnation. The wheel does not move 
without the flow of water through the conduit TO TURN IT. So also, 
the conduit is the secret of the letter Vav, by which the wheel is 
turned. And the secret of the matter is that just as the wheel will 
have no motion without the water conduit, so also the wheel which is 
the letter Yud will have no motion without the water conduit which is 
the letter Vav. A deceased brother's widow is Hei, and we thus have 
THE LETTERS OF Binah, Ben (lit. 'the son of') Yah. FOR THE SON, 
WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, ISSUES FROM THE UNION OF YUD HEI, THAT 
ARE CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, AND HENCE HE IS IMPLIED IN HIS 
MOTHER'S NAME, BEN YAH, NAMELY THE LETTERS OF BINAH. 
With the letter Yud, THAT IS CHOCHMAH, He created the next world, 
which is an extended world, namely the letter Vav, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN.
 

 

47. For this reason, anyone who has no son, WHICH IS 
CORRESPONDING TO ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF VAV, 
WHICH IS THE NEXT WORLD, will not be in the next world. For the 
sea, WHICH is BINAH, THE SECRET OF THE NEXT WORLD, 
corresponds to it, TO THE VAV, for the Vav emerges from between 
THE YUD-HEI, WHERE THE YUD IS THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH 
AND THE HEI OF BINAH, WHICH IS CALLED 'SEA'. THEREFORE THE 
VAV IS LIKEWISE CALLED 'THE NEXT WORLD' LIKE IT. And from 
the sea, WHICH IS BINAH, a number of rivers separate, THESE 
BEING THE SFIROT OF THE VAV, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and they 
circumscribe the world, WHICH IS MALCHUT, until they return to the 
sea, WHICH IS BINAH, from which THE RIVERS, WHICH ARE ZEIR 
ANPIN, issued. This is why scripture said: "All the rivers run into the 
sea; yet the sea is not full; to the place where the rivers flow, thither 
they return" (Kohelet 1:7). That is to say, until they return to it as 
they came out: namely IN THE SAME CONDITION AS THE RIVERS 
FLOW OUT OF BINAH, SO DO THEY RETURN TO BINAH.
 

 

48. So also, REGARDING THE SOUL OF MAN, IT IS WRITTEN, "and 
the spirit returns to the Elohim who gave it" (Kohelet 12:7), NAMELY 
IT RETURNS TO HIM IN PERFECTION, as He gave it in perfect 
condition. If it returns in repentance, which is the supernal Binah, 
THAT IS CALLED 'REPENTANCE', WHICH IS THE LETTERS OF Ben-
Yah, the letter Hei IN THIS WORD is multiplied by the letter Yud IN IT, 
which means ten (=Yud) times five (=Hei) equals fifty. This, 
ACCORDING TO THE NUMERICAL VALUE, is the sea (Yam, =fifty). 
THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE LETTERS Yud-Hei IN BINAH, HEI 
TIMES YUD. THE LETTERS 'BEN' OF BINAH ARE the river flowing 
from it, ZEIR ANPIN, and it divides into several rivers, NAMELY SIX 
ENDS, like a tree spreading into a number of branches. AND WHEN 
A MAN REPENTS, HE CLINGS TO THE RIVER, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN 
AND RETURNS WITH ITS RIVERS TO BINAH, WHICH IS CALLED 
'REPENTANCE', AND IS ALSO CALLED 'SEA'. AND THIS IS THE 
SECRET OF THE VERSE: "ALL THE RIVERS RUN INTO THE SEA," 
AS ABOVE.
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49. And if the soul does not return perfect as it was WHEN IT WAS 
GIVEN, the verse says about it, "thither they return" (Kohelet 1.7), it 
and to all the other souls WHICH ARE LIKE IT, NAMELY NOT 
PERFECT. IN OTHER WORDS, THEY RETURN TO THIS WORLD IN 
AN INCARNATION. And so also if he is incomplete, in not having a 
son, or if he has no daughter, who is ALLUDED TO in this world, 
BEING MALCHUT, so that he can be perfected by her in this world, 
MALCHUT, which was created with Hei, as it is written: "These are 
the generations of the heaven and the earth when they were created 
(Heb. behibaram)" (Beresheet 11:4). MEANING BEHEI BERA'AM (HE 
CREATED THEM WITH HEI). SO A MAN HAS TO INCARNATE A 
SECOND TIME BECAUSE HIS SOUL IS NOT PERFECT, AND TO HIM 
IS THE VERSE APPLIED "THITHER THEY."
 

 

50. Yud-Hei-Vav OF YUD HEI VAV HEI FORM THE SECRET OF 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET. THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE VERSE: 
"Lo, El does all these things twice or three times with a man" (Iyov 
33:29). THAT IS TO SAY THAT THE SOULS TRANSMIGRATE IN THE 
SECRET OF THE LETTERS YUD, HEI AND VAV, ABOUT WHICH 
SCRIPTURE SAYS: "LO, EL DOES ALL THESE THINGS..." Regarding 
the wicked, it is said: "And so I saw the wicked buried, and 
come" (Kohelet 8:10). THAT IS, DESPITE BEING TRANSMIGRATED 
THEY REMAINED WICKED, causing "These (Heb. Eleh) are your 
Elohim, O Yisrael" (Shemot 32:4). THEY DO HARM TO "ELEH," 
NAMELY THE SECRET OF THE YUD, HEI, VAV, and about them it is 
said: "For three transgressions of Yisrael, I will turn away his 
punishment, but for the fourth I will not turn away his 
punishment" (Amos 2:6). THIS MEANS THAT, after they have 
corrupted themselves three times IN THEIR INCARNATIONS, and 
they have not merited TO BE CORRECTED by Yud, Hei, Vav, about 
which it is said: "in the place where the tree falls, there (Heb. yehu, 
Yud Hei Vav) shall it lie" (Kohelet 11:3). THAT IS TO SAY, THE 
REPAIR OF THE TREE, WHICH IS MAN, IS AFFECTED BY YUD, HEI, 
VAV. THEN "but for the fourth I will not turn away his 
punishment" (Amos 2:6) THIS REFERS TO THE LAST HEI, THE 
FOURTH LETTER OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, AND MEANS, HE WILL 
NOT SEND THE SOUL BACK FOR A FOURTH REINCARNATION, 
CORRESPONDING TO THE FINAL LETTER, BUT it will be judged in 
Gehenom by destruction, anger, and wrath.
 

 

51. And the garments of these three letters, YUD-HEI-VAV, are known 
from the rainbow, namely white, red, and green. A person in his first 
time OF REINCARNATION is white, CORRESPONDING TO THE 
LETTER YUD OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, which is CHESED; in the 
second he is red, CORRESPONDING TO THE HEI OF THE YUD HEI 
VAV HEI, WHICH IS GVURAH; and in the third he is green, 
CORRESPONDING TO THE VAV OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH 
IS TIFERET, CALLED 'JACOB', THE CENTRAL COLUMN 
INCORPORATING THE OTHER TWO, CHESED AND GVURAH. And 
since the letters YUD AND HEI, WHICH ARE CHESED and GVURAH, 
are included in Jacob, and the tree takes root, grows, and gives 
good fruits, THEREFORE IT IS SAID: "Jacob shall not now be 
ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale" (Yeshayah 29:22). So 
that his Chariot should not journey with the Evil Inclination, which is 
the serpent, nor with any other type of evil beasts. And for this 
reason, IT IS WRITTEN ABOUT HIM: "and he strove with an angel, 
and prevailed" (Hoshea 12:5). And because man is called 'a tree', he 
is, in this secret, SIMILAR TO a tree planted in a place where it does 
not bear fruit. What can one do about it? One removes it and 
replants it elsewhere. This is why the scholars of the Mishnah taught 
that A MAN is not considered barren until he be replanted in the land 
of Yisrael and tries to make a woman conceive there.
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52. So also, a righteous man who wanders from place to place, from 
house to house, is like a person who goes through many 
incarnations. That is what is meant by "but showing mercy to 
thousands of generations of those that love Me" (Shemot 20:6), until 
he achieves perfection in the World to Come. But, a wicked person is 
not allowed more than three INCARNATIONS. If he repents, however, 
HIS WANDERING IS CONSIDERED A REINCARNATION AND HE 
ACHIEVES THE PERFECTION OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN. For we have 
learnt that 'Exile atones for transgression'. This is why the sages of 
the Mishnah taught: 'The righteous do not return to their dust', 
NAMELY ARE NOT TRANSMIGRATED.
 

 

53. But CONCERNING THE WICKED, scripture says: "and he shall 
take other mortar, and shall plaster the house" (Vayikra 14:42), 
NAMELY THAT HE SHALL TAKE ANOTHER BODY COMING FROM 
THE DUST, IN A REINCARNATION, AND AMEND HIS SOUL. "and 
man shall return to dust" (Iyov 34:15) MEANS THAT HE WILL 
RETURN IN REINCARNATION. AND ALSO, "the dust returns to the 
earth as it was" (Kohelet 12:7) INTIMATES THAT HE WILL RETURN 
IN A REINCARNATION. This is because the wicked person is 
afflicted and has but a bad woman - that is, the Evil Inclination, about 
which we have learnt that 'a bad woman is like leprosy to her 
husband' FOR SHE IS THE BODY OF THE WICKED. What remedy 
does the wicked person have? Let him divorce her and be healed. 
THAT IS, HE SHOULD GET RID OF HIS PRESENT BODY, 
TRANSMIGRATE INTO ANOTHER BODY, AND SO BE HEALED. For 
she, THE WICKED WOMAN, THAT IS, THE BODY, was the cause of: 
"So He drove out the man" (Beresheet 3:24). "the man" refers to the 
soul; the particle "et (the)" REFERS TO THE BODY, which is the 
spouse of man, WHO IS THE SOUL, AS IT SAYS: "As a bird who 
wanders from her nest, so is man who wanders from his 
place" (Mishlei 27:8). IN OTHER WORDS, BECAUSE THE MAN 
CAUSED THE BIRD, WHICH IS THE SOUL, TO WANDER FROM ITS 
NEST, FOR IT WAS DRIVEN OUT FROM ITS HEAVENLY PLACE 
BECAUSE OF HIS SINS, SO ALSO DOES A MAN WANDER FROM HIS 
PLACE IN ORDER THAT HE SHOULD RETURN IN A 
REINCARNATION.
 

 

54. And that is why: "Even the sparrow has found a home" (Tehilim 
84:4), meaning the deceased brother's wife. THIS MEANS THAT THE 
SPARROW, THE DEAD CHILDLESS MAN'S SOUL, HAS FOUND A 
HOME, AS IT WAS INCARNATED IN THE BODY OF THE WIDOW, 
WHO BECAME A HOME TO IT. "and the swallow a nest for herself" 
refers to the redeemer WHO MARRIES THE DECEASED BROTHER'S 
WIDOW AND FINDS HIMSELF A NEST IN HER. "where she may lay 
her young" refers to a son and a daughter THEY BEGET. Happy is he 
who makes a nest, THAT IS, WHO MARRIES THE WIDOW OF HIS 
CHILDLESS DECEASED BROTHER. "and shall redeem that which 
his brother sold" (Vayikra 25:25), FOR THE WIDOW OF HIS 
DECEASED BROTHER is considered as though sold to him, for she 
is not his, BUT HIS BROTHER'S, AND SHE IS THEREFORE CALLED 
"THAT WHICH HIS BROTHER SOLD."
 

 

55. And this was why Moses said: "And Hashem was angry (Heb. 
vayit'aber) with me for your sakes" (Devarim 3:26). And this is the 
secret of the conception (Heb. Ibur), FOR MALCHUT CONCEIVED BY 
THE SOUL OF MOSES. The Faithful Shepherd saved sixty thousand 
SOULS in Yisrael a number of times, for he transmigrated IN A 
NUMBER OF GENERATIONS AND SAVED THEM. For this reason, the 
Holy One, blessed be He, ascribed TO MOSES the merit of all of 
them, and this is why the sages taught:'One woman in Egypt 
brought forth in one womb six hundred thousand at one birth'. THIS 
IS MOSES WHO WAS CONSIDERED AS EQUAL TO SIX HUNDRED 
THOUSAND SOULS OF YISRAEL. And although the rabbis 
expounded this verse with regard to other matters, THERE IS NO 
DIFFICULTY because 'there are seventy aspects to the Torah'.
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56. This is the way in which the men of mysteries offer a pearl to 
their pupils, and if THE PUPILS do not understand the hint, it is 
explained to them as a jest. For example, a man says that a single 
egg overthrew sixty villages, because the egg was dropped by a bird 
in the air and struck onto the villages. The jesters said that this is 
not what he said, but that a man wrote ON A PIECE OF PAPER 'sixty 
villages' and the egg dropped by the bird erased THE WORDS 'sixty 
villages'. And heaven forbid that the sages of the Torah should say 
jocular and useless things of the Torah!
 

 

57. But they taught: 'The chicks' are the students of the Mishnah, 
'the eggs' are the Bible scholars, THAT IS TO SAY: 'THE CHICKS' 
ARE ZEIR ANPIN, ONTO WHICH THESE STUDENTS OF THE 
MISHNAH HOLD, WHEREAS 'THE EGGS' ARE MALCHUT, ONTO 
WHICH THE SCRIPTURE SCHOLARS HOLD. He fell (Heb. nafal) from 
the same young bird (Heb. nipol). ZEIR ANPIN IS called 'fallen', 
BECAUSE THE DOWNFALL OCCURS FROM HIM, JUST AS AN EGG 
DROPS FROM A BIRD. For FROM HIM falls the egg, which is like an 
etrog, as it is the same size as an egg, WHICH IS TO SAY THAT 
BOTH AN EGG AND AN ETROG ARE MALCHUT. THAT IS WHY AN 
ETROG IS EGG-SIZE, and it is said about it: "On that day I will raise 
up the tabernacle of David that is fallen" (Amos 9:11), FOR IT HAS 
FALLEN INTO EXILE AND HAS TO BE RAISED UP AGAIN. And with it 
INTO EXILE fell "sixty queens" (Shir Hashirim 6:8) CHESED, 
GVURAH and TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD and YESOD, EACH ONE OF 
WHICH INCLUDES TEN, AND THEY ARE CALLED 'BINDINGS' since 
they are bound to it. It has the same sense as in 'how are the 
portions of the Sh'ma tied together', NAMELY JOINED TOGETHER 
WITHOUT INTERRUPTION. AND HERE ALSO ITS MEANING IS THAT 
ITS SIX ENDS ARE TIED TOGETHER IN IT, and they correspond to 
the sixty tractates, FOR THE ORAL LAW, WHICH IS MALCHUT, IS 
DIVIDED INTO SIXTY TRACTATES, WHICH CORRESPOND TO THE 
SIXTY QUEENS REFERRED TO ABOVE. "and young women without 
number" (Ibid.) - these are: "the virgins, her companions that follow 
her" (Tehilim 45:15), NAMELY THE PALACES THAT ARE IN BRIYAH, 
which are Halachot (legal rulings) that have no reckoning, BEING IN 
BRIYAH.
 

 

58. And that young bird is the son of Yud-Hei, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN, 
which is within the fifty gates of Binah, namely Yud-Hei, where ten is 
multiplied by five AMOUNTING TO FIFTY. The Vav, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, is CALLED because it fell after that ABOUT WHOM it is said: 
"How are you fallen from Heaven, O bright star, son of the 
morning!" (Yeshayah 14:12). THIS IS MALCHUT, WHICH IS SO 
CALLED BECAUSE OF ITS TWO STATES, FOR IN ONE STATE IT IS 
BLACK AND IN THE OTHER IT IS BRIGHTLY LIGHTED, AND ZEIR 
ANPIN FOLLOWED AFTER HER WHEN SHE WAS IN EXILE, IN 
ORDER TO RAISE HER UP. AND THAT IS WHY He is called "fallen" 
and it is not written that He fell or falls. THAT IS TO SAY, IT IS NOT 
HE THAT FALLS BUT MALCHUT WHO FALLS FROM HIM, FROM 
HEAVEN TO EARTH. AND HE HAS IN HIM Yud and Vav; NAMELY 
ZEIR ANPIN INCLUDES THE YUD AND VAV OF THE YUD HEI VAV 
HEI, THAT ARE CHOCHMAH AND ZEIR ANPIN and He descends 
through them IN ORDER TO RAISE UP THE two letters Hei OF THE 
YUD HEI VAV HEI, NAMELY BINAH AND MALCHUT, about whom it is 
said: "So the two of them went..." (Rut 1:19). It is also written: "but 
you shall surely let...go" (Devarim 22:7) (lit. 'Letting go you shall let 
go'). The first LETTING GO refers to the first Temple, WHICH WAS 
DESTROYED, AND CORRESPONDS TO THE FIRST HEI. The second 
LETTING GO REFERS TO the second Temple, WHICH WAS ALSO 
DESTROYED, AND CORRESPONDS TO THE HEI THAT IS THAT 
LAST LETTER OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI. THE YUD AND THE VAV 
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OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI DESCENDED in order to raise up THE 
TWO LETTERS HEI, as is written: "Let the heavens rejoice, and let 
the earth be glad" (Tehilim 96:11). THE INITIAL LETTERS OF THE 
FOUR HEBREW WORDS FORMING THIS VERSE ARE YUD, HEI, VAV 
AND HEI, AND SO THE YUD AND THE VAV ARE JOINED WITH THE 
TWO LETTERS HEI.
 

59. Come and see: The sun is seen by day and hidden by night when 
it shines through six hundred thousand stars. The Faithful Shepherd 
is similar. After his departure from the world, HE RETURNS IN AN 
INCARNATION AND shines through six hundred thousand souls in 
Yisrael, but only if the generation is worthy. This is the secret of 
reincarnation, concerning which Kohelet said: "One generation 
passes away, and another generation comes: but the earth abides 
for ever" (Kohelet 1:4). One generation passes away and another 
generation comes - we have learned that a generation is at least six 
hundred thousand. "but the earth abides forever" - this is the 
Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT, concerning which it is 
written: "and the earth is My footstool" (Yeshayah 66:1), "and your 
seed shall be as the dust of the earth" (Beresheet 28:14).
  

60. And the sages have taught us yet another secret. "ONE 
GENERATION PASSES AWAY, AND ANOTHER GENERATION 
COMES" MEANS THAT the generation that passes away is the same 
generation that comes. A cripple goes and a cripple comes; a blind 
man goes and a blind man comes. And the sages further taught that 
Moses was destined to receive the Torah in the generation of the 
Flood, but DID NOT RECEIVE IT THEN because of the wicked people, 
as it is written: "for that he also (Heb. beshagam) is 
flesh" (Beresheet 6:3). THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE WORD 
"beshagam" is the same as that of Moses. Why is he called 
"beshagam"? IN ORDER TO KEEP THE MATTER SECRET. And 
Kohelet EVEN removed the Bet from "beshagam" to conceal it even 
more, when he said: "I said that this also (Heb. shegam) is 
vanity" (Kohelet 8:14). "SHEGAM" HERE REFERS TO MOSES, AND 
KOHELET REMOVED THE BET IN ORDER TO CONCEAL THE 
MATTER.
 

 

61. And they taught about Jethro: Why is his name called 'Kenite'? 
Because the Kenite "had severed himself from Cain" (Shoftim 4:11). 
The holy luminary, RABBI SHIMON, arose and said: Therefore it is 
written ABOUT CAIN, "I have acquired (Heb. Kaniti) a manchild from 
Hashem" (Beresheet 4:1), for she saw JETHRO through the Holy 
Spirit and that his sons would in the future sit in the Chamber of 
Hewn Stones, WHERE THE SANHEDRIN USED TO MEET.
  

62. And so it was with Rabbi Pedat, who was in distress and who had 
no more than a measure of carobs from one Shabbat Eve to the next, 
like Rabbi Chanina. HE ASKS why is this, since a heavenly voice had 
proclaimed: The whole world is fed only because of Chanina, my 
son?
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63. THE ANSWER IS that he caused this IN HIS FIRST 
REINCARNATION, when he destroyed (Heb. charav) the measure 
(Heb. kav, Kof Bet) from Yud, which makes Yud Kof Bet, hence he 
was left with only a measure of carobs (Heb. charuv). HE EXPLAINS 
HIS WORDS: YUD BET KOF ARE THE INITIAL LETTERS OF THE 
WORDS YICHUD (ENG. 'UNIFICATION'), BERACHAH (ENG. 
'BLESSING') AND KEDUSHAH (ENG. 'HOLINESS'). The letter Yud 
stands for unification, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE NAME 
EHEYEH, BINAH, from which the emanation comes to the letter Bet, 
standing for blessing, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE YUD HEI VAV 
HEI, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, which is holy, from which Kof is 
sanctified, which is his sanctification NAMELY THE NAME ADONAI, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT. And Rabbi Pedat caused, IN HIS FIRST 
REINCARNATION, his measure (Kof Bet) to be destroyed, which are 
holiness and blessing, WITHOUT THE UNITY SHINING UPON THEM. 
Thus he had only a measure of carobs. So, too, was it with Job, who 
was the son of a levirate widow, and he was punished because of 
what had already happened to him IN THE FIRST REINCARNATION.
 

 

 
 
11. Before the Giving of the Torah they depended on constellations 
We are told that before the Torah was given, even children, life and sustenance were dependent on destiny, but afterward God removed Yisrael from 
the influence of the stars and constellations. If a person does not keep the commandments, however, the stars and constellations will still hold sway 
over him. Finally we hear again that people grow old and die, and then return again as children.

64. And those who do not know this secret say: 'Children, life and 
sustenance is not a matter of one's merit, rather depends on destiny 
(Heb. mazal)'. Take the case of Abram, who saw that he was not 
destined to have a son, and the Holy One, blessed be He, took him 
outside, as it is said: "And He brought him outside, and said, 
Look..." (Beresheet 15:5). And it has been taught: that He said to 
him: 'Leave your constellations', NAMELY DO NOT CONSULT THE 
STARS. And He took him up above the stars and said to him: "Look 
now towards heaven, and count the stars" (Beresheet 15:5). So 
much for the words of the rabbis, but they have to be interpreted 
mystically!
 

 

65. Come and see: All creatures in the world, before the Torah was 
given to Yisrael, were dependent on destiny, even children, life and 
sustenance. But after the Torah was given to Yisrael, He removed 
Yisrael from the influences of the stars and constellations. This we 
have learned from Abraham, since his children were destined to 
receive Hei from Abraham, that is, the five books of the Torah 
NAMELY MALCHUT. As it is said: "These are the generations of 
heaven and earth when they were created (Heb. 
behibar'am)" (Beresheet 2:4). behibar'am: beHei bera'am (meaning 
'He created them with a Hei'). He said to Abraham 'Because of that 
Hei that was added to your name, the heavens below you and all the 
stars and constellations that shine in Hei will be subservient to your 
will' BECAUSE HE RAISED HIM ABOVE THEM. Moreover, it is said: 
"lo (Heb. He), here is grain for you, and you shall sow the 
land" (Beresheet 47:23) with Hei. "for in Isaac shall your seed be 
called" (Beresheet 21:12), WHO IS THE SECRET OF THE LEFT 
COLUMN, FROM WHICH MALCHUT, THE SECRET OF HEI, IS 
DRAWN, AND THE SOWING IS THUS IN MALCHUT.
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66. For this reason, everyone who engages in the Torah is released 
from the influence of stars and constellations. By learning Torah 
HERE IS MEANT with the intention of keeping its commandments. If 
it is not HIS INTENTION TO KEEP ITS COMMANDMENTS, then he is 
as one who does not engage in Torah, and the stars and 
constellations hold sway over him. This is even more true with 
respect to the common people, who are likened to animals, about 
which it has been taught: "Cursed be he who lies with any manner of 
beast" (Devarim 27:21). The hold of the stars and constellations over 
them is certainly not annulled.
 

 

67. "As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field so he 
flourishes" (Tehilim 103:15). And ABOUT MAN it is said: "I was 
young and am now old" (Tehilim 37:25). And later IT IS SAID: "He 
returns to the days of his youth" (Iyov 33:25). IT IS LIKE a tree from 
which the old branches were cut off, but they grew again from its 
roots, as at the beginning. For PEOPLE die when old and return to 
this world as children. And this is the secret of the Holy One, 
blessed be He, 'renewing the creation every day continually'. For a 
thousand die each day and a thousand are renewed each day, 
REINCARNATION INTO THE WORLD.
 

 

 
 
12. "Wine makes glad the heart of man...the cypress trees are her house" 
The "wine" is said to be the Torah, but we are told that the secrets of the Torah should be disclosed only to those who fear God. The red and white 
colors of the wine are said here to be Judgment and Mercy. It is significant that certain commandments and blessings are performed with wine. "The 
heart of man" means two hearts, that of Binah and that of Malchut, and we read the numerology of the words, letters and vowels associated with this 
lesson. Next Rabbi Elazar asks his father how Nadab and Abihu could have reincarnated into Pinchas when he was already alive at the time of their 
deaths. Rabbi Shimon replies that both Nadab and Abihu died childless so they were not fit for the priesthood. When Pinchas saw the tribe of 
Shimon coming after him his soul fled out of him in terror; then the unamended souls of Nadab and Abihu joined with his soul and all returned to his 
body. After this he deserved the priesthood. Rabbi Shimon explains God's command to hang the chiefs up against the sun to demonstrate that 
everyone must make amends in his soul on the same level at which he sinned. Rabbi Shimon talks for a long time about the sustenance that is 
provided for the righteous.

68. "Wine makes glad the heart of man" (Tehilim 104:15). This is the 
wine of the Torah, for the numerical value of the letters of the word 
YAYIN (Eng. 'wine') is the same as the letters of sod (Eng. 'secret'). 
Just as wine has to be kept sealed so that it should not be used in a 
libation for idol worship, so also must the secret of the Torah be 
closed up and sealed, and none of its secrets be disclosed other 
than to those who fear Him. And it is not for nothing that a number of 
commandments are performed with wine; and blessings to the Holy 
One, blessed be He, are said. Wine comes in two (the letter Bet) 
colors: white and red, which are Judgment and Mercy. And this is 
why we have the added Bet in be'yayin ('with wine'). THIS BET HINTS 
AT JUDGMENT AND MERCY. It is like the rose which has in it both 
white and red - white from the right side WHICH IS CHESED, and red 
from the left side WHICH IS GVURAH.
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69. HE ASKS why does it say "the heart (Heb. levav) of man"? It 
should have said "lev (Eng. 'heart')." HE ANSWERS, there is one 
heart (Heb. lev) hidden in another heart (Heb. lev), NAMELY TWO 
HEARTS. They are THE FIRST Lamed Bet (=32) Elohim in the works 
of Creation, AND THIS LEV IS THE SECRET OF BINAH. THE SECOND 
LEV (LAMED-BET) IS COMPOSED OF the Bet of Beresheet ("In the 
beginning"), and the Lamed of "in the eyes of (Heb. le'einei) all 
Yisrael" (Devarim 34:12). AND THESE TWO LETTERS, THE BET AT 
THE BEGINNING OF THE TORAH, AND THE LAMED WITH WHICH IT 
ENDS COME TOGETHER TO FORM THE WORD LEV, NAMELY THE 
HEART OF MALCHUT. THIS IS WHY IT IS WRITTEN LEVAV. FOR THE 
WINE, WHICH IS THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH IS REVEALED 
AND GLADDENS THE HEART (HEB. LEV) OF BINAH AND THE 
HEART (HEB. LEV) OF MALCHUT, FROM WHERE MAN RECEIVES IT. 
THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE LETTERS OF twice lev is 64, which 
is eight less than 72; and 72 IS THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 
vaychulu ("And... were finished") (Beresheet 2:1). BUT IS THE NAME 
OF AYIN BET (72), ALLUDED TO IN VAYCHULU, THE SECRET OF 
THE NAME OF THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, THAT IT 
SHOULD BE ALLUDED TO IN THOSE LEV LEV? HE ANSWERS, 
these are the seven days of Creation THEMSELVES, IN WHICH LEV 
OR 32 ELOHIM SHINE. THEY ARE JOINED TO THE NUMBER 64. BUT 
64 AND 7 IS ONLY 71, AND WE ARE STILL ONE SHORT. HE ASKS, 
what of the eighth, TO COMPLETE IT TO 72? HE ANSWERS, IT IS the 
seven days of Creation together with "This is the book of the 
generations of Adam" (Beresheet 5:1), WHICH IS ALSO 
CONSIDERED TO BE A DAY OF CREATION. And this 72 is also the 
numerical value of the letters of beyayin ('with wine'), WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, AS DISCUSSED 
ABOVE.
 

 

70. HE ASKS what is the meaning of "oil to brighten his 
face" (Tehilim 104:15)? AND ANSWERS these are the twelve faces: 
four of the lion, four of the ox, and four of the eagle: There is Michael 
the lion, WHO IS THE SECRET OF CHESED. His four faces are THE 
FOUR LETTERS Yud Hei Vav Hei, WHERE THE YUD AND THE VAV 
HAVE THE VOWEL SEGOL ("E"). The four faces of the ox, which is 
Gabriel, NAMELY GVURAH, are FOUR LETTERS Yud Hei Vav Hei, 
HER YUD AND VAV BEING POINTED WITH PATACH ("A"). The four 
faces of the eagle, which is Nuriel, are THE FOUR LETTERS Yud Hei 
Vav Hei, WHEN THE YUD IS POINTED WITH CHIRIK ("I"), AND THE 
VAV WITH SH'VA (SEMI-VOWEL). They are appointed under THE 
THREE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN: Chesed, Fear, Truth, WHICH ARE 
CHESED, GVURAH, AND TIFERET. These are the steps of the three 
patriarchs, ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB. The sages have taught: 
'the patriarchs are the Chariot'. The lights OF THE TWELVE 
COUNTENANCES add up to Yud Bet Kof, which are Melech (lit. 
'reigns'), Malach (lit. 'reigned'), Yimloch (lit. 'will reign'). For the total 
numerical value OF THESE THREE NAMES is Yud Bet Kof, WHICH IS 
112.
 

 

71. Rabbi Shimon was sitting and engaging in the study of this 
portion, when his son, Rabbi Elazar, came to him and asked: How 
did it come about that Nadab and Abihu were ABLE TO 
TRANSMIGRATE into Pinchas? Had Pinchas not been in the world 
when they died, and had only come into the world later, AND THEY 
WERE INCARNATED IN HIM, and he had perfected their souls, it 
would have been fine. But Pinchas was in the world AT THE TIME 
WHEN NADAB AND ABIHU DIED, and his soul already existed in 
him, SO HOW COULD THEY HAVE TRANSMIGRATED INTO HIM?
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72. He replied: My son, there is a divine secret here: When NADAB 
AND ABIHU left the world, they did not take shelter under the wings 
of the Holy Rock, WHICH IS MALCHUT. The reason for this IS found 
in the verse: "And Nadab and Abihu... had no children" (Bemidbar 
3:4). That is, they decreased the King's image, FOR THEY DID NOT 
PERFORM THE PRECEPT OF BEING FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLYING, 
PRODUCING SONS IN THE IMAGE OF ELOHIM. For this reason they 
were not fitted to serve in the high priesthood.
  

73. When Pinchas was zealous for the Holy Covenant and went in 
amongst the crowds and held up the adulterers on spear-point in the 
sight of all Yisrael, he saw the tribe of Shimon coming at him in large 
numbers, and Pinchas' soul fled out of him DUE TO FEAR. THEN the 
two souls that were naked, NAMELY THE UNAMENDED SOULS OF 
NADAB AND ABIHU, approached the soul of Pinchas and were 
joined together with it, and it THEN returned to him. His soul, a 
collective spirit, inclusive with the other two spirits, then supported 
him, and he earned the right to priesthood in their place OF NADAB 
AND ABIHU, for which he had not previously been fit.
 

 

74. And about this it is written: "Recall, now, who that was innocent 
ever perished?" (Iyov 4:7). THIS WAS SAID ABOUT PINCHAS, who 
did not perish at that moment, and did not lose his spirit when it fled 
from him. The same verse continues: "or where were the upright cut 
off?" This refers to the sons of Aaron, NADAB AND ABIHU, who 
returned to the world BY TRANSMIGRATING INTO PINCHAS AND 
WERE REMEDIED that which they had lost in their lifetime, NAMELY 
THE EMENDATION OF THE COVENANT. This is why the word son is 
used twice regarding Pinchas: "Pinchas the son of Elazar, the son of 
Aaron" (Bemidbar 25:11), TEACHING US ABOUT THE TWO SOULS 
THAT HAD TRANSMIGRATED INTO HIM, NAMELY THE SONS OF 
AARON. THUS THE SON OF ELAZAR REFERS TO PINCHAS, AND 
THE SON OF AARON REFERS TO NADAB AND ABIHU.
 

 

75. What does scripture say just before this chapter? - "And Hashem 
said to Moses: Take all the chiefs of the people, and hang them up 
before Hashem against the sun" (Bemidbar 25:4). HE ASKS: What 
about when they are killed at night or on a cloudy day? Scripture 
WARNS THAT THEY MUST BE KILLED against the sun. WHAT IS 
THE MEANING OF "AGAINST THE SUN." Said Rabbi Yehuda: 
"AGAINST THE SUN" MEANS THAT just as their sin was in public so 
must their death be in public.
 

 

76. Rabbi Shimon said: This was not the reason why it said 
"AGAINST THE SUN," but from this we learn that at whatever level a 
man sins before the Holy One, blessed be He, he must make amends 
in his soul at that same level. They sinned in the holy covenant, 
which is called 'sun', and this is why their correction is against the 
sun, THE SECRET OF THE COVENANT, and not elsewhere. It follows 
that a man requires to remedy the misdeeds he has committed only 
in the place where he sinned, and that if he attempts to remedy them 
elsewhere BUT NOT WHERE HE SINNED he will never attain a proper 
emendation.
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77. Rabbi Chiya began: "The trees of Hashem have their fill; the 
cedars of Lebanon which he has planted" (Tehilim 104:16), and 
before it, "Wine makes glad the heart of man, oil to brighten his 
face" (Tehilim 104:15). HE ASKS what is the connection between 
these two matters? AND ANSWERS we have learnt as follows: "He 
causes the grass to spring up for the cattle..." (Tehilim 104:14). And 
did David really come with the Holy Spirit to speak the praises of 
cattle that has grass? HE ANSWERS: No, but "He causes the grass 
to spring up" refers to the sixty thousand myriads of angels, 
messengers, who were created on the second day of Creation. All of 
them are of burning fire. It is they who are meant by grass. Why are 
they grass? It is because they grow in the world as does grass: one 
day it is cut short, but then it returns and grows as previously.
 

 

78. And this is why the verse says: "He causes the grass to spring 
up for the cattle." THE SECRET IS THAT MALCHUT IN THE ASPECT 
OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, FULLY SPELLED WITH THE LETTER HEI, HAS 
THE SAME NUMERICAL VALUE, 52, AS THE WORD BEHEMAH (ENG. 
'CATTLE'). As it is written: "A Righteous man (YESOD) regards the 
life of his beast (MALCHUT)" (Mishlei 12:10). And we have learned 
that a thousand mountains rise up FOR MALCHUT each day and 
each one of the mountains is sixty myriads OF ANGELS WHO ARE 
CALLED 'GRASS', AS MENTIONED ABOVE, and MALCHUT devours 
them.
 

 

79. "and plants for the service of (lit. 'the') man" (Tehilim 104:14). 
These are the souls of the righteous, for that man, NAMELY ZEIR 
ANPIN, who is riding on and controlling the beast, NAMELY 
MALCHUT, devours them and takes them into himself. THAT IS TO 
SAY, THE SOULS OF THE RIGHTEOUS RISE UP AND ARE 
INCORPORATED INTO ZEIR ANPIN IN THE SECRET OF THE WATER 
OF MAYIN NUKVIN, FEMALE WATERS, IN ORDER TO UNITE ZEIR 
ANPIN AND MALCHUT. And it is to their credit that the whole world 
is fed from that man, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, FOR THEY CAUSE HIS 
MATING WITH MALCHUT, AND THE FOOD IS BESTOWED UPON 
MALCHUT, AND MALCHUT DISTRIBUTES IT TO THE WHOLE 
WORLD. As is written: "and upon the likeness of the throne was a 
likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it..." (Yechezkel 
1:26). That is why it says "for the service of the man," WITH THE 
DEFINITE ARTICLE - THAT IS, THAT SPECIFIC MAN, NAMELY ZEIR 
ANPIN. And this is in order to "bring forth food out of the 
earth" (Tehilim 104:14), NAMELY to bring forth provisions for the 
world from the holy earth, WHICH IS MALCHUT.
 

 

80. "and wine" is old wine drawn from above, NAMELY THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, WHICH IS DRAWN FROM BINAH. 
"makes glad the heart of man (Heb. Enosh)." Enosh here refers to 
the secret of that youth who attained old age, and later returns TO 
BE A YOUTH as formerly. THIS IS METATRON, PRINCE OF THE 
WORLD, WHO SAYS: "I HAVE BEEN YOUNG, AND NOW AM 
OLD" (TEHILIM 37:25), WHICH IS IN THE SECRET OF "RAN AND 
RETURNED" (YECHEZKEL 1:14). WHEN HE "RAN" TO RECEIVE 
CHOCHMAH, HE IS OLD, AND WHEN HE IS IN THE SECRET OF 
"RETURNED," HE IS YOUNG. Scripture therefore says ABOUT HIM: 
"As for man, his days are like grass" (Tehilim 103:15), FOR HE IS 
LIKE GRASS WHICH IS CUT AND GROWS AGAIN. WHEN HE 
RETURNS TO YOUTH, HIS FIRST THREE UPPER SFIROT ARE CUT, 
BUT LATER HE AGAIN REACHES OLD AGE, NAMELY GROWS 
AGAIN, AND SO ON AND SO FORTH.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/43%20-%20Pinchas.htm (23 of 252)2004/07/07 23:16:20



1

81. "to brighten his face" (Tehilim 104.15): these are the faces that 
are called 'large countenances' and 'small countenances'. THE 
COMPLETED FIRST THREE OF MALE AND FEMALE ARE THE 
LARGE COUNTENANCES, AND THE FIRST THREE OF THE SIX 
ENDS OF MALE AND FEMALE ARE THE SMALL COUNTENANCES. 
"oil," namely from the drawing down of the next world, NAMELY OF 
BINAH, FROM WHOM the oil derives, as well as greatness of the 
divine holy one. "and bread which sustains the heart of man" (Ibid.), 
that is that bread upon which the skies, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
NETZACH AND HOD, bestow and mill the manna for the food of the 
righteous in general, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF YESOD AND 
MALCHUT, WHO ARE CALLED 'RIGHTEOUS' AND 
'RIGHTEOUSNESS', AND WHO ACCEPT THE MAYIN NUKVIN THAT 
NETZACH AND HOD GRIND FOR THEM. FROM THERE it is drawn 
out to a number of hosts who are called "the heart of man." And 
everything comes from the divine emanation, FROM BINAH.
 

 

82. "The trees of Hashem have their fill" (Ibid. 16) These are the 
inernal divine trees, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT. "The 
cedars of Lebanon which He has planted": They are ZEIR ANPIN 
AND MALCHUT, who are uprooted FROM THEIR PLACE. The Holy 
One, blessed be He, WHO IS THE EMANATING SOURCE, planted 
them IN PLACE OF BINAH. What is the connection between the trees 
of Hashem and the cedars of Lebanon? THE TREES OF HASHEM 
refer to the Tree of Life, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, WHICH IS MALCHUT. The cedars of 
Lebanon are the fifty gates OF BINAH which He planted IN MALE 
AND FEMALE, which are called 'five hundred years', FOR THEY ARE 
THE SECRET OF BINAH; MALE AND FEMALE RISE UP IN AND COAT 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH AND HOD. IN TERMS OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, WHOSE SFIROT ARE IN TENS, THEY ARE FIFTY, 
WHILE IN TERMS OF BINAH, WHOSE SFIROT ARE COUNTED IN 
HUNDREDS, THEY ARE FIVE HUNDRED.
 

 

83. "which He has planted, where the birds make their 
nests" (Tehilim 104:16-17). In the shadow OF ZEIR ANPIN AND 
MALCHUT the souls of the righteous make their nests, and all the 
holy hosts are fed from there. The stork (Heb. chasidah) IS 
MALCHUT, that is the daughter of the patriarch Abraham, who is 
called 'pious' (Heb. chasid), and who performed deeds of loving-
kindness (Heb. Chesed) for all men in the world. This is why 
MALCHUT is called 'a stork'. "The cypress trees are her house" (Ibid. 
17): this means that she sits between the arms of the world, WHICH 
ARE CHESED AND GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN. THESE BECOME FOR 
HER CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, WHICH ARE HEADS (HEB. RASHIM), 
WHICH IS WHY HE SAYS, "THE CYPRESS TREES (HEB. BROSHIM) 
ARE HER HOUSE" THAT IS TO SAY: HER HOUSE IS AT THE HEADS 
(HEB. BERASHIM). 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
13. "For the wind passes over it, and it is not" 
Rabbi Aba, Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Chiya discuss the title verse, and we learn that "the wind" is the concealed and holy spirit that is hidden from 
everyone; this is the secret of Enoch who became Metatron.
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84. Rabbi Aba and Rabbi Yosi rose at midnight to engage in Torah. 
They were still sitting and engaging in Torah, when Rabbi Yosi said: 
Rabbi Chiya's comment on THE VERSE "As for man, his days are 
like grass" (Tehilim 103:15) is beautiful, but what is taught about the 
end of the verse: "For the wind passes over it, and it is not; and its 
place knows it no more" (Tehilim 103:16). He replied, it is certainly as 
follows: "As for man, his days are as grass" is as explained BY 
RABBI CHIYA. "like a flower of the field" - this is the known field, 
NAMELY MALCHUT. "so he blooms" means that he is renewed and 
returns as formerly.
 

 

85. "For the wind (spirit) passes over it and it is not." This is the 
heavenly concealed and Holy Spirit, which is hidden from all, 
NAMELY THE SPIRIT OF BINAH, which engulfs METATRON and then 
"is not." And this is the secret of Enoch, about whom Scripture says: 
"and he was not, for Elohim took him" (Beresheet 5:24). The 
reference here is to the higher Elohim, NAMELY BINAH, who is an 
upper spirit, hidden and concealed. "and its place knows it no 
more": This is the small spirit OF METATRON that is engulfed by the 
upper spirit OF BINAH. And what is written further on? "But the 
steadfast love (Heb. Chesed) of Hashem is from everlasting to 
everlasting" (Tehilim 103:17). That means that the High Priest, WHO 
IS CHESED, introduces him into the Holy of Holies and takes him 
and has him born as before: "your youth is renewed like the 
eagle's" (Tehilim 103:5) and he becomes a youth again. 
Moses tells Rabbi Shimon that this explanation is incomplete 
because it doesn't say what "passes over it" means. Rabbi Shimon 
says this refers to Anger, and that the verse is to be applied to one 
who dies childless. Such a person must achieve a change of place, a 
change of name and a change of action. Because his countenance is 
so changed, the evil angel whose name is Anger will pass him over 
because he will not be recognizable. Rabbi Shimon advises anyone 
who lives in a city where he is unable to keep the commandments 
and where he is not studying the Torah successfully to move to a 
place where he can replant himself among good people, sages of the 
Torah. Lastly we are reminded that the most important thing is not 
talking about the Torah but performing its precepts. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (The Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

86. Said the Faithful Shepherd: holy luminary, the commentary 
ABOVE of Rabbi Aba, Rabbi Chiya, and Rabbi Yosi ON THE VERSE 
"AS FOR MAN, HIS DAYS ARE AS GRASS" is very nice, but what 
about "The wind passes over it and it is not"? Here matters have to 
be developed. What is the meaning of "passes (Heb. AVRAHI) over 
it"? AND REPLIES, it refers to "anger (Heb. evrah), wrath and 
indignation" (Tehilim 78:49), where it is one of these evil angels, THE 
ONE CALLED 'ANGER', AND THIS IS THE MEANING OF THE VERSE 
"THE WIND PASSES OVER IT," WHICH SHOULD THEREFORE BE 
RENDERED 'THE SPIRIT OF ANGER IS ON HIM'. AND THE VERSE IS 
TO BE APPLIED TO ONE WHO DIES CHILDLESS, WHO 
TRANSMIGRATES.
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87. In order that the monitors of sins should not recognize him, WHO 
DIED CHILDLESS, it is necessary to perform for him a change of 
place, a change of name, and a change of action. This is how it was 
with Abraham, as Scripture tells us. "Get you out of your country, 
and from your kindred" (Beresheet 12:1) is the change of place. 
"Neither shall your name anymore be called Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham" (Ibid. 17:5) is the change of name. And there is 
also the change of action, for he changed from doing bad deeds, as 
he had at first, to doing good deeds. A similar thing happens to the 
spirit of the man who dies childless, for likewise, the Holy One, 
blessed be He does to the man in banishing him from that world 
BECAUSE HE DIED CHILDLESS, and brings him to this world IN A 
REINCARNATION INTO THE SON THAT IS BORN OUT OF HIS 
WIFE'S LEVIRATE MARRIAGE, and this has already been discussed 
above.
 

 

88. "You change his countenance and send him away" (Iyov 14:20). 
BECAUSE HE CHANGES HIS COUNTENANCE WHEN HE BANISHES 
HIM FROM THE HEAVENLY WORLD, IT IS SAID: "The wind passes 
(Heb. avrah) over it," WHICH ALLUDES TO one of the evil angels 
WHOSE NAME IS anger (Heb. evrah) AS MENTIONED ABOVE. And 
when he sees that he has altered, when he meets him, and the other 
demons of destruction ask about him: "Is this Your sinner?," He 
answers them and says: he "is not," FOR HE DOES NOT 
RECOGNIZE HIM, AND THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE VERSE "YOU 
CHANGE HIS COUNTENANCE."
 

 

89. NOW HE EXPLAINS WHAT IS THE SECRET OF THE VERSE "AND 
SEND HIM AWAY." When he is banished from his place and 
implanted elsewhere, NAMELY AFTER HE HAS ALREADY ENTERED 
A BODY IN THIS WORLD, it is said about him: "And its place knows 
it no more," for "and he shall take other mortar, and shall plaster the 
house" (Vayikra 14:42), NAMELY HE TOOK ANOTHER BODY OF 
DIFFERENT DUST, FOR BODY IS TERMED HOUSE. And this is the 
secret of, "And he shall break down the house, the stones of it, and 
its timber" (Vayikra 14:45), namely those bones, sinews, and flesh 
that he had PREVIOUSLY returned to the dust. What is written about 
it? "and dust shall be the serpent's food" (Yeshayah 65:25), FOR 
THE DUST THAT IS MADE UP OF THE DECEASED'S BODY IS OF 
THE ASPECT OF THE SERPENT, since it was afflicted BY IT. AND, 
THEREFORE, later "and he shall take other mortar, and shall plaster 
the house," namely build for himself bones and sinews and be 
renewed, as an old house that is made new, which certainly gets 
renovated.
 

 

90. What about "and its place knows it no more"? This IS SAID about 
HIS spirit, for his small spirit is engulfed in the Supernal Spirit. This 
is a parable to a tree that is not producing fruit. They take his 
branches and graft onto a better quality tree that produces fruits, 
combining both into each other. NOW BOTH produce fruits. About 
this moment it is said, "and its place knows it no more" SINCE EVEN 
THE PLACE OF THE DEFECTIVE SPIRIT IS NOT RECOGNIZABLE.
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91. And so it is with a man who lives in a city where bad people 
dwell, and he is unable to keep the commandments of the Torah and 
is not successful with the Torah. He should change his place of 
residence and move from there, and settle somewhere with good 
people, sages of the Torah, who keep the precepts. This is because 
the Torah is called 'a tree', as it is written: "She is a tree of life to 
those who lay hold on her" (Mishlei 3:18). Man, too, is a tree, as it is 
written: "For man is a tree of the field" (Devarim 20:19), and the 
precepts of the Torah are like fruits. And what is written about it? 
"Only the trees which you know that they be not trees for food, you 
shall destroy and cut them down" (Devarim 20:20) That is to say, you 
shall destroy it from this world and cut it down from the next world. 
This is why he has to uproot HIMSELF from the place WHERE 
THERE ARE EVIL PEOPLE AND WHERE HE CAN NOT SUCCEED 
WITH THE TORAH AND THE PRECEPTS, and implant HIMSELF 
elsewhere, among righteous people, WHERE HE CAN SUCCEED 
WITH THE TORAH AND THE PRECEPTS.
 

 

92. As the childless man is called 'barren' and his wife 'barren', so 
also is the Torah when unaccompanied by PRECEPTS is conidered 
barren. On this we have learned: 'Not the expounding of the Torah is 
the chief thing but the doing of it'. The companions came and 
prostrated themselves in front of him and said: We have certainly 
learned something CLEARLY new here - how one spirit can be 
incorporated in another. We were as someone whose vision was 
blurred and then became clear. Originally we had only a tradition 
ABOUT THESE MATTERS, but now they have been clearly explained.
 

 

 
 
14. Why is the righteous punished for the iniquity of his generation 
Rabbi Shimon says that the Other Side is content to control the Righteous because then it can afford to ignore the rest of the world. For this 
assertion we have the evidence of the story of Job, where the Satan's attention to Job enabled God to save the rest of his generation. If the 
righteous one is strong, and he bears his afflictions and overcomes the accuser, he can save the whole generation - indeed, this is how Moses 
became the Faithful Shepherd over Yisrael, and why he will control them in the next world. Moses asks Rabbi Shimon why one righteous person is 
affected while another is not, and the response is that God does only what is necessary: if one will suffice, He only afflicts one, but if the sins are 
widespread He will also afflict other righteous men. Moses talks about three types of righteous people, all of whom become a chariot for Adam and 
the patriarchs, and who acquire from them the strength to suffer and to protect the whole generation.

93. Moreover, we learnt in the First Part of the compilation that the 
Other Side is more at ease to have control over the righteous than 
anything else, because he can then afford not to consider the rest of 
the world. While they were still discussing this, a shade came upon 
them, and asked: How do we know THAT HE PREFERS TO HAVE 
CONTROL OVER THE RIGHTEOUS TO CONTROL OVER THE WHOLE 
WORLD? We know this from Job. For the Holy One, blessed be He, 
saw that generation was deserving of annihilation, and when the 
Satan came to denounce, the Holy One, blessed be He, THEN said to 
him: "Have you considered My servant, Job, that there is none like 
him on earth" (Iyov 1:8). in order to save through him the whole 
generation. The matter can be likened to a shepherd when a wolf 
comes to devour his flock and destroy them. Being wise, what does 
the shepherd do? He gives the wolf a lamb that is stronger, fatter, 
and larger than the others, the leader of the flock, and the wolf, out 
of his desire to have control over the lamb, forgets about the rest of 
the flock. What does the shepherd do next? While the wolf is 
preoccupied with that lamb, he flees with the flock and brings them 
to safety. Later, he returns to the lamb and saves it from the wolf.
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94. This is exactly what the Holy One, blessed be He, did with the 
generation. He offered the righteous man for indictment in order to 
save the generation on his account. And if, like Jacob, THE 
RIGHTEOUS MAN is strong, the verse says of him: "and there a man 
wrestled with him" (Beresheet 32:25). This is even more the case 
when he overcomes THE ACCUSER until he says: "Let me 
go" (Beresheet 32:27). He said: O Shade, O Shade, that is just how it 
is. Happy is the portion of that righteous man who is strong in 
suffering afflictions, and how much more so the one who, by means 
of his AFFLICTIONS, manages to overcome his accuser who has 
SPREAD his control over the whole generation, and it is accounted 
to him as though he had saved them, and the Holy One, blessed be 
He, appoints him as shepherd over them in the place OF THE 
ACCUSER. This was how the Faithful Shepherd came to be the 
shepherd over Yisrael, and not only that, but he will control them in 
the next world. And this was because he saved them that they 
should not be lost TO THE NEXT WORLD, for he guided them in the 
Torah and good deeds.
 

 

95. While they were yet talking, the Faithful Shepherd himself came 
and said to them: And why was the right arm afflicted? Because the 
way of all healers is to let blood initially from the right arm? Since 
the left arm is the one that is nearer the heart, why is blood not let 
from it? OR, TO PUT THE QUESTION IN OTHER WORDS: WHY IS IT 
THAT ONE RIGHTEOUS MAN IS AFFLICTED AND ANOTHER IS NOT? 
He answered: Because the Holy One, blessed be He, does not want 
overly to strike, and one RIGHTEOUS MAN suffices. But if the illness 
is serious and spreads throughout the parts of the body, blood is let 
from the left arm ALSO, NAMELY OTHER RIGHTEOUS MEN ARE 
ALSO AFFLICTED.
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96. He said to him: If the two of them were not (afflicted) at the same 
time, that would be fine, but what about the case of the two 
righteous men, one of whom suffers from diseases and troubles, 
while the other is treated with kindness? Why is it that if the disease, 
NAMELY THE SINS OF THE GENERATION, spread, blood is not let 
from both of them, NAMELY BOTH THE RIGHTEOUS PERSONS, who 
are the two arms, so that healing may be given to all parts OF THE 
BODY, NAMELY THE WHOLE OF THE GENERATION. And in the case 
where the illness does not become more serious, and does not 
spread throughout the parts of the body, why is more blood let from 
the right arm than from the left? WHY IS ONE MADE TO SUFFER 
AND NOT THE OTHER? He said to him: Why don't you give the 
answer?
 

 

97. He said to him: Certainly the body and the two arms stand for the 
three patriarchs and the head for Adam. The right arm is Abraham 
and the left arm is Isaac, while the body represents Jacob. Within the 
body, the liver is on the right, the spleen to the left, THESE BEING 
THE TWO KLIPOT OF Esau and Ishmael. The heart is Jacob, between 
them. The lungs and kidneys represent Abraham and Isaac, the lung 
being water, HINTING AT CHESED, for THE LUNG draws in all sorts 
of potions, while the kidneys are fire, which cooks the seed that 
descends from the brain.
 

 

98. And since Abraham is water, NAMELY CHESED, IF, THEREFORE, 
HIS OFFSPRING IMPAIRS CHESED, he places his offspring in the 
exile of Edom, WHICH IS THE WASTE MATTER of GVURAH FROM 
THE LEFT, AND THERE THEY RECEIVE THEIR PUNISHMENT: 
BECAUSE OF THEM BEING THE OPPOSITE OF ITS NATURE. This is 
why the liver and the gall that is in the liver are to the right of 
Abraham, NAMELY TO THE RIGHT OF THE BODY, his sword, 
NAMELY MALCHUT OF THE KLIPAH OF Esau being the gall (Heb. 
marah). About this it is said: "But her end is bitter (Heb. marah) as 
wormwood" (Mishlei 5:4). And if the sins become greater in number 
among the children of Abraham, NAMELY AMONG THOSE WHO 
EXTEND FROM THE SIDE OF CHESED, who are placed in the exile of 
Edom, and the disease spreads over them from the side of the liver, 
they have to be smitten and blood has to be let from the right arm, 
NAMELY FROM THOSE RIGHTEOUS WHO COME FROM THE SIDE 
OF CHESED, AND NOT FROM THOSE OF THE SIDE OF GVURAH, 
FOR THE FAULT IS IN THOSE OF THE SIDE OF CHESED. And 
'whoever has his money taken is as though his blood was spilled', 
for he remains poor, and a poor man is considered as dead.
 

 

99. But if the sins become greater in number among the children of 
Isaac, NAMELY THOSE WHO DESCEND FROM HIM IMPAIR THE 
DEGREE OF GVURAH, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF ISAAC, they are 
THEN put into exile among Ishmael, WHICH IS THE KLIPAH OF THE 
RIGHT, WHICH IS THE OPPOSITE OF THE NATURE OF THE 
CHILDREN OF ISAAC, IN ORDER TO INCREASE THEIR 
PUNISHMENT. The disease spreads from the side of the spleen, 
which is to the left OF THE BODY AND CONTROLS THE CHILDREN 
OF ISAAC WHO IMPAIRED THE NATURE OF THE LEFT. And blood 
has THEREFORE to be let from the left arm, THAT IS TO SAY, FROM 
THOSE RIGHTEOUS WHO COME FROM THE SIDE OF GVURAH, and 
not from any others. THIS IS BECAUSE THE IMPAIRED HERE ARE 
THOSE WHO COME NOT FROM ABRAHAM, THE RIGHT ARM, BUT 
FROM ISAAC, THE LEFT ARM.
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100. And if sins become greater in number amongst the children of 
Jacob, NAMELY THOSE WHO DESCEND FROM HIM IMPAIR HIS 
NATURE, WHICH INCLUDES BOTH SIDES, CHESED and GVURAH, 
who are scattered IN EXILE among the children of Esau and Ishmael, 
NAMELY IN THE KLIPOT OF THE RIGHT AND OF THE LEFT, then the 
disease spreads over the body, WHICH IS THE ASPECT OF JACOB, 
and blood has to be let from both arms. But if all three of them, 
NAMELY THOSE DRAWN FROM JACOB, FROM ISAAC, AND FROM 
ABRAHAM, are diseased together, NAMELY ALL OF THEM HAVE 
DISCREDITED THEIR OWN ROOTS, the disease then rises to the 
head, and blood has to be let from the veins that are in the head. And 
these three TYPES OF RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE, THOSE DESCENDED 
FROM ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB, became a Chariot for Adam 
and the patriarchs, and acquire from them strength to suffer 
torments and protect the generation throughout the four winds of 
the world.
 

 

101. Woe to that generation that causes the patriarchs and Adam to 
be struck, for this includes also the rightous men amongst them, for 
there is no difference between Adam and the righteous OF A 
GENERATION and the patriarchs and Adam. This is because those 
RIGHTEOUS are their souls DRAWN FROM THEM and their distress, 
pain, and anguish reach to the patriarchs and Adam. It is like the sea 
when a number of rivers flow out of it and return to it, impure and 
dirty, and the sea extracts their impurity and dirt. And because of the 
sea's strength, for it is strong, it does not suffer from their dirt, but 
throws it out, and the rivers remain clear and pure, without that dirt.
 

 

102. It can also be likened to a mother who cleans the dirt from her 
small children. In such a manner the patriarchs cleanse the sins and 
the dirt from their children, Yisrael, when there are among them 
people of righteous deeds who are strong enough to suffer torments 
for the sake of the generation. At that time there is no difference 
between them, namely AND THE PATRIARCHS, FOR THEY 
CLEANSE THE SINS OF THE GENERATION LIKE THE PATRIARCHS. 
They all came and greeted him, THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD, and said 
to him: Sinai, Sinai, through whose mouth the Holy One, blessed be 
He, and his Shechinah speak, who is able to confront him in any 
MATTER? Happy is our portion that we have merited to revise and 
refresh new matters in this First Part of the compilation through you, 
so that the Shechinah may give light in the exile.
 

 

103. He said to them: Rabbis of every generation, those who have 
been OR WILL BE during their time, and how much more so the holy 
luminary, THAT IS, RABBI SHIMON, whose wisdom will shine in all 
the generations that come after him: do not give the Holy One, 
blessed be He, quiet in the Torah until the Holy Spirit is poured out 
on us. (THERE APPEARS TO BE AN OMISSION IN THE TEXT HERE). 
For none but you may use Metatron the great prince, since your 
name is intimated in the initials of his, FOR THE INITIAL LETTERS 
OF THE WORDS METATRON THE GREAT PRINCE ARE MEM SHIN 
HEI, WHICH SPELL MOSES.
  

 
 
15. The patient's pulse in the exile of Edom 
The metaphor of Yisrael as a sick patient is used to show how the children of Yisrael are faring while in exile. With the description of the ten 
blowings of the Shofar we see how the length of the exile and the coming redemption are indicated.
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104. And now there is need of a doctor to know by how many 
degrees the pulse of the patient, Yisrael, has increased in the exile of 
Edom, for it is said about him "that I am sick with love" (Shir 
Hashirim 5:8). For a number of doctors gathered over him to 
consider the pulse rate in order to know when his illness would 
come to an end, but not one of them could understand them, for no 
doctor is competent to read the pulse beats of this particular patient, 
for there are beats of T'kiah Sh'varim T'ruah T'kiah, T'kiah Shevarim 
T'kiah, T'kiah T'ruah T'kiah, as the prophet said about them: "Like as 
a woman with child, whose time of delivery draws near, is in pain 
and cries out in her pangs" (Yeshayah 26:17).
 

 

105. And all the ten Shofar blows, WHICH ARE T'KIAH SH'VARIM-
T'RUAH, T'KIAH; T'KIAH SH'VARIM T'KIAH, T'KIAH T'RUAH T'KIAH, 
are included in three T'kiah Sh'varim T'ruah. FOR THEY INCLUDE 
ONLY THESE THREE DIFFERENT VARIATIONS IN BLOWS. T'kiah 
stands for the length of the exile. The Sh'varim TEACHES ABOUT 
the proximity of the exile, and the T'ruah about the coming 
redemption, FOR THE SOUNDS OF THE T'RUAH teach about duress 
after duress with no respite between them. And clearly, since the 
other nations make Yisrael's exile more difficult, it is the duress that 
they exert that brings the redemption closer. And so it is, too, in our 
case of the patient's pulse beat: AS the beats come faster, one after 
the other, with no space between them, the man's soul leaves him.
 

 

106. T'kiah Sh'varim-T'ruah, T'kiah; T'kiah Sh'varim T'kiah, T'kiah 
T'ruah T'kiah, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF THE EXILE'S BEATS, AS 
ABOVE, make Kof Shin Resh (Heb. kesher - tie), the initials of T'kiah 
Sh'varim-T'ruah, by which falsehood (Heb. sheker, Shin Kof Resh) is 
removed from the world. Concerning this was the oath: "Hashem will 
have war with Amalek" (Shemot 17:16), FOR THE REDEMPTION 
WILL COME BY THE BEATS HINTED AT T'KIAH SH'VARIM-T'RUAH, 
T'KIAH; T'KIAH SHEVARIM T'KIAH, T'KIAH T'RUAH T'KIAH. AND 
THEN a simple, double, triple and quadruple song will arise in the 
world, where the letters OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI will ascend AND 
JOIN TOGETHER. FIRST WILL COME Yud, THEN Yud-Hei, THEN Yud-
Hei-Vav AND THEN Yud Hei Vav Hei, WHERE YUD IS THE SIMPLE 
SONG, YUD-HEI DOUBLE, YUD-HEI-VAV IS TRIPLE AND YUD HEI 
VAV HEI IS QUADRUPLE, AND THEIR NUMERICAL VALUE 
TOGETHER TOTALS 72. AT THE TIME OF THE REDEMPTION THIS 
NAME OF 72 WILL AWAKEN. At that time THE PRAYER will be 
answered: 'And therefore (Heb. uv'chen) the righteous shall see and 
be glad, the upright exult and the pious rejoice in song'. THE WORD 
'UV'CHEN', THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF WHOSE LETTERS IS 78, 
NAMELY 72 WITH THE ADDITION OF SIX, WHICH IS THE VALUE OF 
THE LETTER VAV. This added Vav REFERS TO the sixth millennium. 
The Second Temple was destroyed Kof Ayin Bet (172) years before 
THE FIFTH THOUSAND. And following ITS DELAY AFTER THE FIFTH 
MILLENNIUM IT COULD BE the completion of Resh Ayin Bet (272) 
YEARS TO THE SIXTH MILLENNIUM. As in the verse "At evening 
(Heb. erev, Ayin Resh Bet) and you shall know that Hashem has 
brought you out, etc." (Shemot 16.6) Also, "For your servant became 
surety (Heb. Arav, Ayin Resh Bet) for the lad" (Beresheet 44.32). 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
Rabbi Aba recalls a time when he asked Rabbi Shimon why the 
righteous are punished for the sins of a generation, and was told 
that this atones for the sins of the world. He had said that all mortals 
are parts of the one body. Rabbi Aba learned that usually one 
righteous man is sufficient to atone for everyone, but if there is too 
much sin then more righteous men are stricken. When the righteous 
die then everything is healed and atoned for.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/43%20-%20Pinchas.htm (31 of 252)2004/07/07 23:16:20



1

107. While they were still sitting, they saw a shade standing over 
them that came and went, hither and thither in the house. They were 
astonished. Said Rabbi Aba: Yosi, my son, I shall tell you what 
happened with me when I was with the holy luminary, THAT IS 
RABBI SHIMON, one day when we were walking in the Valley of Ono, 
and engaging in Torah the whole of that day, and because of the 
intensity of the sun's heat, we sat in a niche under a rock.
 

 

108. I asked him to explain to me why it is that, whenever the number 
of wicked in the world increases and Judgment rests on the world, 
the righteous among them are smitten on their account? For this is 
what we have learnt about the sins of the generations: that is the 
holy and righteous who are caught. Why should this be so?!? Could 
it be because they do not admonish the world about their deeds? For 
there are many who do admonish, but they will not accept it from 
them so they are subdued before those WHO DO NOT LISTEN TO 
THEM. IS THIS WHY THEY ARE CAUGHT FOR THE SIN OF THE 
GENERATION? Or maybe it is because the world has no protector 
AND THE RIGHTEOUS ARE CAUGHT AND DIE SO THAT THE 
WICKED CAN EXIST ON THEIR MERIT? AND I ASKED HIM: Were the 
righteous not to die and not to be caught for the sins OF THE 
WICKED, BUT IF THE WICKED WERE TO PERISH, then would not 
this be a cause of joy for the righteous that the wicked should 
perish? AS WRITTEN "BUT WHEN THE WICKED PERISH, THERE IS 
JUBILATION" (MISHLEI 11:10).
 

 

109. He said to me: The righteous are certainly caught for the sins of 
the generation, and we have already discussed these matters. But 
when the righteous are caught with diseases and pestilence, it is in 
order to atone for the sins of the world, for then atonement is 
effected for the sins of the generation, SINCE THE SIDE OF 
HOLINESS IS THEREBY UPLIFTED AND THE OTHER SIDE 
SURRENDERS. How do we know about this? We learn it from all the 
parts of the body, for when all parts of the body are in trouble and a 
serious illness prevails in them, one limb has to suffer so that all of 
them should be healthy. And which IS THE LIMB THAT IS TO 
SUFFER? It is of course the arm, from which blood is let, and then all 
parts of the body regain health.
 

 

110. And so it is that all mortals are parts of the one body. When the 
Holy One, blessed be He, wishes to grant healing to the world, He 
inflicts diseases and pestilence on one righteous man from among 
them, and, for his sake, gives healing to everyone. Where do we 
learn this from? From the verse: "But he was wounded because of 
our transgressions...and by his injury we are healed" (Yeshayah 
53:5). "and by his injury": this refers to the letting of blood, as one 
who lets blood from the arm, for in that injury "we are healed," that is 
to say, we, the parts of the whole body, find healing.
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111. And He never smites the righteous man unless it is in order to 
grant healing to the generation and to make atonement for their sins, 
for the Other Side prefers MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE that 
Judgment should have control over the righteous, for he does not 
then consider the rest of the world important and he doesn't watch 
over them because of his great joy that he has control OVER THE 
RIGHTEOUS. And the righteous person WHO SUFFERS BECAUSE 
OF THE GENERATION merits heavenly rule, in this world and in the 
next world. And WHERE THERE IS a righteous man with whom 
things are going well, the explanation is that the Holy One, blessed 
be He, is not concerned to make atonement for the world.
 

 

112. I said to him: But if THERE ARE TWO RIGHTEOUS MEN, 
WHERE ONE OF THEM IS RIGHTEOUS AND THINGS GO BADLY FOR 
HIM, WHILE THE OTHER IS RIGHTEOUS AND THINGS GO WELL 
FOR HIM? If they do not live at the same time, THEN WHAT YOU 
HAVE SAID makes sense THAT IS, THAT: THE RIGHTEOUS MAN 
FOR WHOM THINGS GO WELL LIVES AT A TIME WHEN THE HOLY 
ONE, BLESSED BE HE, IS NOT CONCERNED TO MAKE 
ATONEMENT FOR THE WORLD, WHILE THE RIGHTEOUS MAN FOR 
WHOM THINGS DO NOT GO WELL LIVES AT A TIME WHEN THE 
HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, IS CONCERNED TO MAKE 
ATONEMENT FOR THE WORLD. But what about the case where 
there are two righteous men, one here and one here, both living AT 
THE SAME TIME, and the one suffers from diseases and pestilences 
while the other enjoys all the good things of the world? He said to 
me: One, or possibly two, righteous are sufficient FOR THE 
ATONEMENT OF THE GENERATION, for the Holy One, blessed be 
He, does not need to smite all of them, just as it is unnecessary to 
smite and draw blood from more than one arm in order to grant 
health to all parts OF THE BODY. Similarly, here too, one righteous 
man suffices.
 

 

113. But if the illness strikes all parts of the body, it is then 
necessary to let blood from both of the arms. So also in our case. If 
the number of serious sins in the world increases, then all the 
righteous have to be smitten in order to grant healing to the whole 
generation. But when they are not so many, then only one righteous 
man is smitten, and the other righteous live in peace, for the world is 
not in such need that all of them need to be smitten. And if the 
people are healed, the righteous are also healed, but it sometimes 
happens that THE RIGHTEOUS are inflicted with diseases 
throughout their lives in order to protect the generation, at a time 
WHEN THE SINS ARE HEAVIER. When THE RIGHTEOUS die, then 
everything is healed, and atoned for.
 

 

 
 
16. All nations do not sway - just Yisrael 
Rabbi Aba recounts Rabbi Shimon's explanation of why the children of Yisrael sway when they read the Torah. He learned that the spirit of man is 
the candle of God, and that light flickers and moves, swaying to and fro.
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114. We got up and continued on our way. The intensity of the sun's 
heat was excessively STRONG and made it difficult for us to 
continue. Then we saw some trees in the wilderness with water 
under them. We sat down in the shade of one of the trees in the 
wilderness, and I asked him, RABBI SHIMON: Can you explain to me 
why it is that of all the nations of the world the only one that sways 
is Yisrael? For when they study Torah they sway back and forth? 
And this is not something that they learnt from anyone else, but they 
just can not stand still.
 

 

115. He said to me: You have reminded me of a heavenly matter, yet 
people do not know and do not pay attention. He sat down for a 
while and cried. Then he said: Woe to people who go around like the 
beasts of the field, without understanding. In this matter alone are 
the holy souls of Yisrael distinguished from the souls of the other 
peoples, worshippers of idols. The souls of Yisrael are derived from 
the holy burning candle, WHICH IS MALCHUT, as it is written: "The 
spirit of man is the candle of Hashem" (Mishlei 20:27). And when this 
lamp is kindled from the higher divine Torah, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, 
its light does not repose in stillness for even a moment, and this is 
the secret of the verse: "Elohim, keep not silent" (Tehilim 83:2), 
WHICH IS WRITTEN ABOUT MALCHUT. And something similar is 
written ABOUT THE SOULS: "you that make mention of Hashem, 
keep you not silent" (Yeshayah 62:6), NAMELY you have no respite. 
Once the light of the candle has taken hold of the wick, that light will 
never rest, rather, the fire light sways and fro, and never stays still.
 

 

116. This is how it is with Yisrael, too, for their souls are of the light 
of the same candle, WHICH IS MALCHUT. Once he has raised one 
Torah subject, the light begins to burn, and they are unable to obtain 
respite. This is why they sway hither and thither and from side to 
side, just as the flame of the candle flickers, for it is written: "The 
spirit of man is the candle of Hashem."
 

 

117. And it is written: "But you...are men" (Yechezkel 34:31). This 
means that you, and not the nations of the world, are called 'men'. 
The souls of the idol worshipping peoples are of extinguished straw, 
with no light resting on them. This is why they are in repose and do 
not sway, for they have no Torah by which to be enflamed and no 
light rests on them. THIS IS WHY they stand like trees in a blaze, 
burning without a light resting on them, and so they are still without 
any light at all. Said Rabbi Yosi: So this is the explanation of the 
matter. Happy is my lot that I deserved to hear this answer.
 

 

 
 
17. "Let Yisrael rejoice in Him who made him" 
We learn why people must involve God and His Shechinah in their rejoicing.
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118. Arise Rabbi Aba to expound and refresh new matters in the 
Torah, as you said in the compilation of the First Part! Rabbi Aba 
began: "Sing to Hashem a new song, and His praise from the end of 
the earth, etc." (Yeshayah 42:10). How beloved are Yisrael before the 
Holy One, blessed be He, for their rejoicing and their praises are only 
in Him! For so we have learnt that any rejoicing of Yisrael in which 
they do not involve the Holy One, blessed be He, is no rejoicing at 
all. And in the future Samael and all his band will denounce that 
rejoicing, and they will be left with sorrow and weeping, and the Holy 
One, blessed be He, will not partake of that sorrow.
 

 

119. But whoever involves the Holy One, blessed be He, and his 
Shechinah in his rejoicing, if the accuser should come to denounce 
that rejoicing, the Holy One, blessed be He and His Shechinah 
participate in that sorrow. For does not Scripture say: "In all their 
affliction He was afflicted" (Yeshayah 63:9)? And how is this? 
Because THE VERSE SAYS: "I will be with him in trouble" (Tehilim 
91:15).
 

 

120. And how do we know that Yisrael have to involve the Holy One, 
blessed be He, and His Shechinah, in their rejoicing? It is as is 
written: "Let Yisrael rejoice in Him (lit. 'they') who made 
him" (Tehilim 149:2), THE MEANING OF WHICH IS THAT Yisrael has 
no rejoicing but with them who made him. HE ASKS, Why "them who 
made him" when it should be "He"? HE ANSWERS THAT this refers 
to the Holy One, blessed be He, and His Shechinah, and a person's 
Father and his Mother. For, even if the latter be dead, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, uproots them from the Garden of Eden and brings 
them with Him to that rejoicing, so that they can participate in the 
rejoicing with the Holy One, blessed be He and His Shechinah. AND 
THE MEANING OF "THEM WHO MADE HIM" IS as in the verse: "let 
Him that made him bring near His sword to him" (Iyov 40:19)
 

 

 
 
18. Three Craftsmen: heaven, earth and water 
Rabbi Aba says that a person is made by the partnership between his father, his mother and God. He then refers to the three craftsmen made by 
God - the heaven, the earth and the water - and with whom He produced the world. When these three were finished God commanded them to 
produce the body of man, and He provided the soul. When a person rejoices he is rejoicing with his parents, even though they may already have 
passed to the next world, and also with God.

121. An alternative explanation of "they who made him" IS THAT IT 
REFERS TO THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, THE PERSON'S 
FATHER AND MOTHER, since man is made in partnership between 
man, his wife, and the Holy One, blessed be He. And in this secret it 
is written: "Let Us make man" (Beresheet 1:26), "Us, " implying a 
partnership WITH HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER. For we have 
learnt that the Holy One, blessed be He, made three craftsmen with 
whom to produce the world, namely: the heaven, the earth and the 
water, and each one of them served for one day, AND THEN LATER 
each served FOR A SECOND DAY, as previously.
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122. On the first day the heaven produced its craft, as it is written: 
"And Elohim said, Let there be light: and there was light" (Beresheet 
1:3). On the second day the waters gave of their craft, as it is written: 
"And Elohim said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the 
waters..." (Beresheet 1:6), where half the waters ascended on high 
and half remained below; and had the waters not divided there would 
have been no world. On the third day the earth did as it was 
commanded, as it is written: "Let the earth bring forth 
grass..." (Beresheet 1:11). And the next verse says "And the earth 
brought forth grass" (Beresheet 1:12).
 

 

123. So far each OF THE THREE CRAFTSMEN had produced of its 
craft and they had done what they had been commanded to do. 
Three other days remained IN THE ACT OF CREATION. On the fourth 
day, the first craftsman, THE HEAVEN, was commanded to do its 
craft, as it is written: "And Elohim said, Let there be lights in the 
firmament of the heaven..." (Beresheet 1:14), and so we have the 
skies. On the fifth day it was again the turn of the second craftsman, 
the waters, as it is written: "And Elohim said, Let the waters 
swarm..." (Beresheet 1:20). On the sixth day the earth again 
produced its craft, as it is written: "And Elohim said, Let the earth 
bring forth living creatures" (Beresheet 1:24).
 

 

124. These three craftsmen having finished their tasks, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, said to them: I have one more creation to make, 
namely Man. Join yourselves together and let us, I with you, make 
Man. The body shall be made by you, but I will be a partner with you 
BY GIVING THE SOUL, and we shall make Man. And just as formerly 
the three craftsmen worked in a partnership IN THE ACT OF 
CREATION, so also was it subsequently WITH THE CREATION OF 
MAN. There is the father, with whom He made the works of the 
heavens and the works of the waters, FROM WHOM COMES THE 
WHITENESS THAT IS IN MAN; and the mother, who is the third 
craftsman, like the earth, FROM WHOM COMES THE REDNESS IN 
THE BABY. And then there is the Holy One, blessed be He, who 
participated with them, FROM WHOM COMES THE SOUL. And in 
respect of this secret, the text has "they who made him" IN 
REFERENCE TO THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, A PERSON'S 
FATHER AND HIS MOTHER.
 

 

125. And even though his father and his mother might have departed 
from this world, a man rejoices with all the three partners of his 
making, as we have learned: When a man involves the Holy One, 
blessed be He, in his rejoicing, the Holy One, blessed be He, comes 
to the Garden of Eden, and takes his father and mother from there, 
for they are partners with Him, and brings them with Him to that 
rejoicing, and all of them are there together but mortal men do not 
know it. When, on the other hand, a man is in trouble, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, is there with him alone, and He does not inform his 
father and mother, as it is written: "In my distress I called upon 
Hashem, and cried to my Elohim" (Tehilim 18:7).
 

 

 
 
19. Three Partners: The Holy One, Blessed Be He, one's father and one's mother 
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We learn how many partners are responsible for creating and sustaining a person, including God and His Shechinah, one's mother and father, the 
angels, the sun and moon, the living creatures, the trees and the seed of the earth. At the time of the redemption all will come together and rejoice.

126. Said the Holy One, blessed be He: I and My Shechinah are the 
partners in the soul, a person's father and mother are the partners in 
the body, for his father injects the whiteness IN THE BABY, namely 
the white of the eyes, bones, sinews, and brain, and the woman 
SUPPLIES the black of the eyes, hair, flesh, and skin. The heavens, 
the earth, and all their hosts also participate in MAN'S creation. The 
angels, TOO, TAKE PART, for from them COME the Good Inclination 
and the Evil Inclination, THAT MAN should be portrayed in both of 
them. THE PART OF the sun and the moon is to give him light by day 
and by night, and even the beasts, cattle, birds, and fish 
PARTICIPATE IN MAN, for he makes a living from them. The trees 
and the seed of the earth PARTICIPATE IN HIM to sustain and 
nourish him. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (The Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

127. What does the Holy One, blessed be He, do? He uproots his 
father and mother from The Garden of Eden and brings them with 
Him so that they should be with Him at the rejoicing of their children. 
AND SO IT IS AT THE TIME OF THE REDEMPTION, for there is no 
rejoicing like that of the Redemption, about which it is written: "Let 
the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: and let it be said 
among the nations, Hashem reigns... Then shall the trees of the 
wood sing for joy before Hashem, because he comes to judge the 
earth" (I Divrei Hayamim 16:31-33), FOR THEN THE HOLY ONE, 
BLESSED BE HE, BRINGS THE PATRIARCHS AND MATRIARCHS OF 
YISRAEL TO BE AT THEIR REJOICING. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
20. "Behold, I give to him My covenant of peace" 
We learn about two alphabets, the large letters belonging to the next world and the small letters belonging to this world. As the Yud was added to 
the name of Pinchas the explanation becomes clear that God asked Moses to give His Shechinah to Pinchas. Next we realize that the shade of the 
departed Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair has been with the rabbis in their discussions, for he had spoken of those same matters while he was still alive.

128. The same shade returned as previously and walked around the 
house in the likeness of a man. Rabbi Aba fell on his face. Said 
Rabbi Yosi: I recall that in this spot I saw Rabbi Pinchas Ben Yair. 
One day he was standing on this spot and asked as follows: In the 
verse "Pinchas, the son of Elazar, the son of Aaron the 
priest" (Bemidbar 25:11), WHY IS PINCHAS HERE SPELLED with the 
addition of the small letter YUD?
 

 

129. AND HE ANSWERS because there are two sets of recorded 
alphabets, one alphabet of larger letters and one of small letters. 
AND HE EXPLAINS: the large letters belong to the next world AND 
ARE IN THE ASPECT OF BINAH, WHICH IS CALLED 'THE NEXT 
WORLD', while the small letters belong to this world AND ARE IN 
THE ASPECT OF MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED 'THIS WORLD'. 
HERE LIES THE REASON FOR the small letter Yud, which is a sign 
of the holy covenant, NAMELY MALCHUT. Since Pinchas was 
zealous for this covenant, a small Yud was added to him, which is 
the secret of this covenant, NAMELY MALCHUT.
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130. At that time, the Holy One, blessed be He, said: What can I do 
with Moses, for this covenant came from Moses, and the bride, WHO 
IS MALCHUT, is his. It is not nice to give her, MALCHUT, to another, 
unless Moses knows about it and desires it. It just is not proper. The 
Holy One, blessed be He, started by saying to Moses: 'Moses, 
"Pinchas, the son of Elazar, the son of Aaron the priest..."' Moses 
interrupted Him and asked: Master of the Universe, what is all this 
about? THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, answered him: 'You are 
the one who has given your soul for Yisrael a number of times so 
that they should not disappear from the world, while he, PINCHAS, 
"has turned My wrath away from the children of Yisrael"'(Bemidbar 
25:11). Said Moses: What do You want of me? Is not everything 
Yours? AND IF YOU WANT TO CAUSE MALCHUT TO REST ON HIM, 
WHO CAN TELL YOU WHAT YOU SHOULD DO?
 

 

131. Said THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, TO MOSES: 'Here: it is 
all yours! You tell PINCHAS THAT MY SHECHINAH will rest within 
him.' Said Moses: In all sincerity, let MALCHUT be with him. Said 
THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, 'You tell him yourself, and in a 
loud voice, that you are handing THE SHECHINAH over to him, 
willingly and sincerely. Thus the verse "Wherefore say" - you say it 
willingly - "Behold, I give to him my covenant of peace" (Bemidbar 
25:12) Moses started to say: "Behold I give to him." For if IT WAS 
REFERRING TO the Holy Blessed One, what should have been said 
was: 'Wherefore say to him, Behold, I give to him my covenant of 
peace'. But this is not written, but rather "Wherefore say" WITHOUT 
'TO HIM', THE MEANING BEING THAT MOSES WAS COMMANDED 
TO SAY IT. Should you suggest that THE SHECHINAH was 
completely removed and taken away from Moses AND GIVEN TO 
HIM, you would be wrong, for it is like a candle that is used to light 
something else. The one gains the benefit of the light, while the 
other is no poorer.
 

 

132. The same shade came, sat down, and kissed him. They heard a 
certain voice saying: Make room, make room for Rabbi Pinchas ben 
Yair, for he is among you. As we have learned: in every place where 
a righteous man made a new interpretation of a matter in the Torah 
while he was in this world, he comes from the next world and visits 
that place. And this is even more likely when there are other 
righteous men in that place, deriving new interpretations and 
speaking about the Torah. And so it was that Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair 
came to visit his place and found there a number of righteous men 
revealing new interpretations of the Torah, and that matter was 
freshly renewed as previously in the presence of Rabbi Pinchas ben 
Yair. IN OTHER WORDS, THAT SAME TORAH MATTER THAT RABBI 
PINCHAS HAD SPOKEN OF WAS REESTABLISHED IN HIS 
PRESENCE WHEN YOU MENTIONED IT IN HIS NAME.
 

 

133. Rabbi Aba said: This interpretation of Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair is 
very nice, for it is indeed not written: 'Wherefore I give', but 
"Wherefore say, Behold, I to give to him," MEANING THAT MOSES 
WAS COMMANDED TO SAY TO HIM, AS NOTED ABOVE. And just to 
think that this matter was hidden with you from that devout man, and 
you said nothing UNTIL NOW. Happy is our portion that we were 
privileged to be here with the help of the holy shade.
 

 

 
 
21. "Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your strength" 
Rabbi Aba says that righteous men draw their strength from the power of God when they undertake to do His will. By awakening ourselves we 
awaken the holy and divine power, thus shattering any power that the Other Side may have had over us. Rabbi Aba tells us that the strength that 
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includes deed and speech and knowledge and wisdom does not exist at all in Sheol. We hear that all men actually go to Sheol, but the righteous rise 
up again immediately, having gone there to bring up with them anyone who considered repentance but was unable to repent before he died.

134. Then he began and said in the name of Rabbi Pinchas: 
"Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your strength" (Kohelet 
9:10). How good it is for a man to try to fulfill the will of his Master 
while the flame is yet burning and resting on his head. For the light 
of that flame is strength resting upon him, and so is it written: "let 
the power (strength) of my master be great" (Bemidbar 14:17). "the 
power of my master" - this is the power that rests on the head of the 
righteous and of all those who willingly undertake the will of their 
Master, WHICH IS THE SHECHINAH. And about this we have already 
learned: 'Whoever responds with all his power: 'Amen. May His great 
name be blessed...' - HIS SENTENCE OF SEVENTY YEARS IS TORN 
UP'.
 

 

135. He surely has to awaken all his parts with great power IN THE 
WORSHIP OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, for by means of 
this powerful awakening that he summons up, he also awakens that 
holy and divine power, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and he is uplifted in 
holiness and shatters the power and hold of the Other Side. Hence IT 
IS WRITTEN: "WHATEVER YOUR HAND FINDS TO DO, DO IT WITH 
YOUR STRENGTH," FOR IT IS with your own strength that you must 
perform the will of your Master.
  

136. "for there is not work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in 
Sheol, whither you go" (Kohelet 9:10). For it is in this power, that 
there is deed; namely the effort to engage in this world is called 
'deed', namely the world of action, to complement the end of the 
thought. Device refers to the world that depends on speech, 
NAMELY MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED 'SPEECH', for an accounting 
device depends on speech, and this is why all the numerology and 
the solstices and equinoxes of the world are through the moon, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT. "nor knowledge" refers to the secret of the six 
ends, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, which are dependent on thought, and 
are called to the world of that thought, WHICH IS BINAH. "nor 
wisdom" REFERS to CHOCHMAH, on which everything is 
dependent, AS IT IS SAID: "IN WISDOM HAVE YOU MADE THEM 
ALL" (TEHILIM 104:24).
 

 

137. And all of them, THE DEED, THE ACCOUNTING DEVICE, 
KNOWLEDGE, AND WISDOM, are included in that same strength, 
WHICH IS THE SHECHINAH THAT RESTS ON THE HEAD OF THE 
RIGHTEOUS. This is not the case on the side of Sheol, which is a 
level of Gehenom. For the end of everyone who does not try with this 
strength to enter with it into deed, accounting device, knowledge, 
and wisdom in this world will be in Sheol, where there is no deed, 
nor accounting device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom. For the Other 
Side is the way to Sheol, as it is written: "Her house is the way to 
Sheol" (Mishlei 7:27). Whoever becomes listless in that holy strength 
is attacked by the Other Side, whose house is Sheol.
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138. "whither you go": HE ASKS, Do, indeed, all men go there to 
Sheol? HE ANSWERS, yes, but THE RIGHTEOUS rise up again 
immediately, as it is written: "He brings down to Sheol, and brings 
up" (I Shmuel 2:6). This verse, however, is not to be applied to the 
wicked who never for a moment considered repentance, for they go 
down TO SHEOL and do not ascend again. Even the completely 
righteous go down there. Why should this be? It is because they 
take from there a number of wicked and bring them up from there. 
Who are the ones THAT THEY BRING UP? They, who considered 
repentance in this world, but were unable to repent for they departed 
from the world. And it is for these wicked people that the righteous 
go down to Sheol and take them and bring them up from there.
 

 

 
 
22. "Your Eyes like the Pools in Heshbon" 
Rabbi Yosi is prompted by the shade of Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair to remember the esoteric explanation of the accounting of the numerical values of 
letters.

139. Said Rabbi Yosi: It is written: "counting one thing to another, to 
find out the sum (Heb. cheshbon)" (Kohelet 7:27), AND HE ASKED: 
the account of the numerical values of letters is according to the 
moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, but in which of her levels? He did not 
answer, but said: I have heard this matter, but do not remember it. 
The same shade arose and hit Rabbi Aba in the eyes. He fell on his 
face out of fear, and while he was still lying on his face, a verse came 
to him, as it is written: "Your eyes like the pools in Heshbon, by the 
gate of Bath-rabbim" (lit. 'daughter of the many')" (Shir Hashirim 
7:5). THE EXPLANATION IS: This refers to the eyes OF MALCHUT, 
NAMELY ITS CHOCHMAH WHICH IS CALLED 'EYES', and they are 
appetizers, NAMELY DELICACIES to the divine Chochmah which is 
drawn from above, FROM BINAH, AND HER EYES are filled by 
reckoning (Heb. cheshbon) and solstices and equinoxes and 
become pools flowing out from the right in all directions until they 
are counted in every account and intercalation of the moon from the 
outside, NAMELY OF THE EXTERNAL PARTS OF MALCHUT, also of 
the stars and the constellations - in order to reach a sum. And this is 
"by the gate of Bath-rabbim," which is the moon, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, from the outside.
 

 

 
 
23. "in the evening she would go, and on the morrow she would return" 
Rabbi Aba again goes over the matter of God persuading Moses to give His holy covenant of peace to Pinchas. We learn that Malchut has 
permission from Zeir Anpin to live among the righteous in the world. If Pinchas had not been given Malchut he would never have been able to attain 
the high priesthood.

140. Rabbi Aba said to Rabbi Yosi: That holy pearl that was in your 
possession with the help of the holy pious one who visited us, 
NAMELY THE REPORT FROM RABBI PINCHAS BEN YAIR, WITH THE 
HELP THAT CAME TO US - it is so beautiful that I must go over it 
again. For it is certainly unnecessary to remove a woman to another 
place unless her husband so commands and gives her permission to 
go. ACCORDINGLY, one first of all informs her husband and 
placates him so that he should command her and give her 
permission to go to that place. So the Holy One, blessed be He, 
placated Moses until he gave his permission. Then He said to him: 
'You say it - "Behold, I give to him my covenant of peace"' (Bemidbar 
25:12), that it should abide in PINCHAS, and so long as he had not 
given her permission to go, she did not go.
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141. How do we know this? From the righteous one of the world, 
WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, who gave MALCHUT permission 
to abide among the righteous in this world, and she dwells among 
them as a bride in all her jewelry, and the righteous of the world sees 
it, and is happy. But she lies in the arms of her husband, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF THE RIGHT COLUMN AND THE LEFT COLUMN, 
WHICH ARE CHESED AND GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN, and returns 
from there to be with the righteous, then returning to her husband, 
as it is written: "in the evening she would go, and on the morrow she 
would return" (Ester 2:14). "in the evening she would go" to her 
husband, NAMELY AT MIDNIGHT, FOR THEN IS THE MATING OF 
THE LEFT; "and on the morrow" WHEN SHE IS FULL OF 
CHASSADIM FROM THE MATING OF THE RIGHT, "she would return" 
to be among the righteous of the world, everything being done with 
the permission of her husband, ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

142. What Moses said was: "Behold I give to him My Covenant," 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT. Just as the Righteous One on 
high gives, so also do I give a present, on condition that the present 
be returned, NAMELY JUST AS THE RIGHTEOUS ONE ON HIGH 
GIVES ON CONDITION THAT IT BE RETURNED. AS "IN THE 
EVENING SHE WOULD GO AND ON THE MORROW SHE WOULD 
RETURN," AS EXPOUNDED ABOVE, so ALSO WITH MOSES. And 
because of this covenant, he earned the high priesthood, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF CHESED, and if he had not had MALCHUT with 
him, Pinchas could not have arisen to the level of the high 
priesthood, for the covenant IS AN ASPECT OF MALCHUT, when she 
is always cleaving to the upper right, WHICH IS CHESED of ZEIR 
ANPIN. And this upper right will, in the future, construct the Temple, 
which is the covenant, NAMELY MALCHUT.
 

 

 
 
24. A third Temple is not mentioned in the Torah 
We hear how a gentile told Rabbi Eliezer that Yisrael were not close to God, citing various kinds of evidence, whereupon the Rabbi turned him into a 
heap of bones. Rabbi Eliezer recounts the answers that Elijah once gave him when he raised the same issues as the gentile. We hear an explanation 
of the First and Second Temples, and how God will reveal the Temple at the time of the final redemption.
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143. Rabbi Aba said: I have remembered a certain matter I heard 
from the holy luminary, RABBI SHIMON, who heard it in the name of 
Rabbi Eliezer. One day a clever gentile came and said to him: Old 
man, old man, I have three questions that I want to put to you. The 
first is: You say that another Temple will be built for you, but the 
Temple is not to be built more than twice. The First Temple and the 
Second Temple ARE MENTIONED, but you will not find a Third 
Temple in the Torah, and that which you had to build has already 
been built, and there will never be another one, for Scripture has 
referred to the two houses of Yisrael, AND ABOUT THE SECOND 
TEMPLE it is written: "The glory of this latter house shall be greater 
than that of the former" (Chagai 2:9).
 

 

144. Also, you say that you are closer to the divine King than all 
other peoples. Whoever is close to the King is forever rejoicing, 
without pain, without fear, without troubles. But you are perpetually 
in pain, trouble and agony, more than anyone else. Look at us - no 
pain, trouble nor agony approaches us at all, from whence it follows 
that we are close to the divine King and you are far from Him, and 
this is why you have pain and trouble and sorrow and agony, which 
we do not have.
 

 

145. Further: You do not eat of an animal found dead nor ritually 
slaughtered so that you will be healthy and your body healthy. We 
eat anything we want and we are physically strong and healthy and 
all our limbs are fit. You do not eat and all are sick with bad illnesses 
and broken more than all other peoples. You are a people whom 
HASHEM hates above all. Old man, old man, do not say anything to 
me because I shall not listen to you, nor accept it from you. Rabbi 
Eliezer lifted up his eyes, looked at him, and turned him into a heap 
of bones.
 

 

146. When his anger had subsided, he looked back, cried, and said: 
"Hashem, our Master, how majestic is Your name in all the 
earth" (Tehilim 8:2). How strong is the power of the holy and mighty 
name in all the earth, and how beloved are the words of the Torah, 
for nothing is so minor that it will not be found in the Torah, and 
even the smallest thing in the Torah issued from the mouth of the 
Holy One, blessed be He. Those matters that that wicked one asked, 
I too, once asked of Elijah, and he replied that in the academy of the 
firmament THESE VERY MATTERS were laid out before the Holy 
One, blessed be He, as follows:
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147. When Yisrael came out of Egypt, the Holy One, blessed be He, 
wanted to establish them in the country as are the holy angels on 
high, and He wanted to build a Temple for them, bring it down from 
the upper heavens, and plant Yisrael in the land as a holy planting, 
after the pattern of the heavenly form, as it is written: "You shall 
bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of Your 
inheritance" (Shemot 15:17). And where would that be? "in the place, 
Hashem, which You have made for You to dwell in" (Shemot 15:17). 
In that PLACE which You, Hashem, have made, and in no other. "The 
place, Hashem, which You have made for You to dwell in" refers to 
the First Temple, and the continuation of the verse, "in the 
sanctuary, Hashem, which Your hands have established," refers to 
the Second Temple. Both of them are the work of the Holy One, 
blessed be He.
 

 

148. But when they angered Him in the wilderness, they died, and He 
brought their children into the land, and the Temple was constructed 
by man, which is why it did not last. FOR THE BUILDING HAS TO BE 
THE WORK OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE. King Solomon 
knew that the Temple that he built was built by man and would not 
therefore last, which is why it is written: "Unless Hashem builds the 
house, they who build it labor in vain" (Tehilim 127.1) And indeed it 
no longer exists. In the days of Ezra, because of the sin, they had to 
rebuild THE TEMPLE, which is why it had no lasting existence. And 
up until now the first building of the Holy One, blessed be He, has 
not been placed in the world, but concerning the future it is written: 
"Hashem builds Jerusalem" (Tehilim 147:2). He WILL BUILD and no 
other. It is for this building that we are waiting, and not for a 
structure of man which has no permanence.
 

 

149. The Holy One, blessed be He, will bring down the First Temple 
and the Second Temple from on high simultaneously. The First 
Temple, WHICH IS EQUIVALENT TO BINAH, will be covered, and the 
Second Temple, WHICH IS PARALLEL TO MALCHUT, will be in the 
open. That house that is called 'the Second Temple' will be in the 
open so that the art of the Holy One, blessed be He, will be visible to 
the whole world. AND THEN THERE WILL BE perfect rejoicing, and 
goodwill throughout its existence.
  

150. The First Temple THAT WILL BE concealed ascends on high 
over THE SECOND TEMPLE that is revealed, and the whole world 
will see the clouds of glory that surround the Temple that is 
revealed, and within those clouds will be the First Temple in a 
hidden action, rising to the height of the glory of the heavens, 
WHICH IS BINAH, and this is the building for which we are waiting.
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151. So far this has not happened in the world, for even the City of 
Jerusalem will not be the result of man's skills, for it is written: "for I, 
says Hashem, will be to her a wall of fire round about, and will be the 
glory in the midst of her..." (Zecharyah 2:9). If this is what is written 
about the City, how much more so will this be the case for the 
Temple, which is His dwelling place. And this action OF THE HOLY 
ONE, BLESSED BE HE, should have been apparent at the beginning, 
when Yisrael came out of Egypt, but it was delayed for the End of 
Days, for the final Redemption.
 

 

 
 
25. Why Yisrael are in more trouble than other peoples 
We are told that Yisrael is the heart of the whole world, and the heart is the only part of the body that knows pain and trouble because it incorporates 
existence and intelligence. Thus it is the only part that is close to God at all.

152. The second question ASKED BY THAT GENTILE, IS THUS: FOR 
surely we are closer to the Divine King than any of the other peoples. 
This must be so for the Holy One, blessed be He, made Yisrael the 
heart of the whole world, and the relationship of Yisrael to the other 
nations is as that of the heart to other parts of the body. And just as 
the other parts of the body have no existence, even for a moment, 
without the heart, so it is that none of the other peoples can exist in 
the world without Yisrael. Jerusalem, too, has the same relationship 
with the other countries, being as the heart to the parts of the body, 
which is why it is in the center of the whole world just as the heart is 
in the center of the limbs.
 

 

153. And Yisrael's conduct amongst the other nations is as that of 
the heart amongst the limbs. The heart is soft and weak, but gives 
existence to all the limbs, AND ALL THE LIMBS do not know pain, 
trouble and agony at all, but only the heart does, for in it is existence 
and intelligence. PAIN AND ANGUISH come nowhere near the other 
limbs, for they have no existence and know nothing. None of the 
other limbs comes near to the King, who is wisdom and intelligence 
that reside in the brain; the heart is the only exception. The other 
limbs are far from Him and know nothing about Him. Thus it is that 
Yisrael is near to the Holy King while the other peoples are far from 
Him.
 

 

 
 
26. Why Yisrael, who do not partake of animals found dead or not ritually slaughtered, are weak 
Elijah teaches that the heart takes for its nourishment only the clearest and purest of the blood, and this food is softer and weaker than the rest of 
the food.
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154. The third question POSED BY THAT GENTILE was that Yisrael 
do not partake of animals found dead or those not ritually 
slaughtered, nor of the filth and dirt of reptiles and insects as do the 
other peoples, BUT IS NEVERTHELESS WEAKER THAN THEY ARE. 
This is how it is. For the heart, which is soft and weak and is the king 
and the sustenance of the other limbs, does not take FROM MAN'S 
FOOD for its nourishment other than from the clearest and purest of 
all the blood THAT IS MADE FROM FOOD, and its food is clean and 
clear and is softer and weaker than all the rest. And it leaves the 
remaining waste matters OF THE BLOOD for the other limbs, and the 
other limbs are not concerned AS TO THE CLEANLINESS OF THEIR 
FOOD, but take all the waste matters, even the worst, and they are 
strong as befits them.
 

 

155. This is why all the other limbs have skin eruptions and scabs, 
bright spots and leprous boils, and the heart has none of them, for it 
is clean and clear, and has no blemish whatsoever. Thus the Holy 
One, blessed be He, took Yisrael, who is clean, clear, and without 
blemish, for Himself, as Scripture says: "You are all fair, my love; 
there is no blemish in you" (Shir Hashirim 4:7). Rabbi Yosi came, 
kissed his hands, and said: If I had come into the world just to hear 
this, it would have been sufficient.
 

 

 
 
27. "Now the name of the man of Yisrael that was slain" 
Rabbi Eliezer tells Rabbi Yitzchak that the title verse does not say who killed the man because Pinchas had by then achieved priesthood, and it was 
not appropriate to mention a priest in connection with any killing.

156. "Now the name of the man of Yisrael that was slain" (Bemidbar 
25:14). Said Rabbi Yitzchak: This verse should have been written so: 
'Now the name of the man of Yisrael whom Pinchas slew', and not 
"that was slain, that was slain," simply WITHOUT EVEN 
MENTIONING THE ONE WHO DID THE SLAYING.
 

 

157. HE ANSWERS: this is how Rabbi Eliezer put it: Since the Holy 
One, blessed be He, had raised Pinchas to the level of High Priest, 
He did not want to mention Pinchas in the context of a man slaying, 
for this is hardly fitting for a High Priest. Before he elevated him to 
the high priesthood, He did mention him, and said: "And when 
Pinchas... saw... and took a spear... and thrust both of them 
through..." (Bemidbar 25:7-8). But once he was elevated to the high 
priesthood, his name is not mentioned in the context of killing, for 
this is unbefitting, and the honor of the Holy One, blessed be He, had 
compassion on him because it is not right for a High Priest to be 
mentioned in the context of a killing. "And the name of the Midianite 
woman that was slain" (Bemidbar 25:15) IS also GIVEN WITHOUT 
STATING WHO THE SLAYER WAS, FOR THE SAME REASON.
 

 

 
 
28. What is now first will be last at the resurrection of the dead 
Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair explains that God will reconstruct a man in the opposite order that the body disintegrates, for now the body is first stripped 
of spirit, and then the skin, flesh, sinews and bones rot.
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158. Rabbi Shimon was traveling from Cappadocia to Lod, and Rabbi 
Yehuda was going with him. While they were en route, they were met 
by Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair and two donkey drivers following him. 
Rabbi Pinchas' donkey stopped. He prodded him WITH A SPUR 
THAT HE SHOULD CONTINUE, but he did not do so. Said Rabbi 
Pinchas TO THE DONKEY DRIVERS: Leave him be, for he can 
discern the smell of new countenances APPROACHING US, or a 
miracle will happen to us. While they were still there, Rabbi Shimon 
appeared from behind one of the rocks, and the donkey continued 
on. Rabbi Pinchas said, Did I not tell you that he discerned the smell 
of new countenances?
 

 

159. Rabbi Pinchas dismounted FROM HIS DONKEY, embraced 
RABBI SHIMON, and cried. He said to him, I saw in my dream that 
the Shechinah had come to me, and given me large presents, and I 
had rejoiced with her. And now what I saw HAS COME TO PASS. 
Rabbi Shimon said: I knew that it was you from the sound of your 
donkey's footsteps. Now the rejoicing is complete. Rabbi Pinchas 
said, Let us sit down somewhere, as a Torah discussion has to be 
lucid. They found a well of water and a tree and sat down.
 

 

160. Rabbi Pinchas said, I used to view matters such that the 
resurrection of the dead would be performed on us by the Holy One, 
blessed be He, in one way, and that what is now first to leave will be 
the last AT THE RESURRECTION. How do we know this? From those 
bones, the ones into which the Holy One, blessed be He, breathed 
life at the hands of Ezekiel. At the beginning it is written: "And the 
bones came together, bone to its bone" (Yechezkel 37:7), and later it 
is written: "And as I beheld, and, lo, there were sinews upon them, 
and flesh came up" (Yechezkel 37:8). AND THE SAME VERSE 
CONTINUES: "and skin covered them above: but there was no 
breath in them." From here, too, we can learn that what A PERSON 
takes off first will be the last to be put on again. Initially, man is 
stripped of spirit, and then his skin ROTS, followed by the flesh, 
THEN THE SINEWS, and finally the bones. AT THE RESURRECTION 
IT WILL BE THE OTHER WAY AROUND: INITIALLY THE BONES, 
THEN THE SINEWS, FOLLOWED BY THE FLESH, AND LASTLY THE 
SKIN.
 

 

 
 
29. The resurrection of the dead 
Rabbi Shimon says that at the time of resurrection God will re-make a person from the remaining bone that has not disintegrated. We learn that all 
the souls of the righteous are concealed under God's throne, Malchut, and that the throne protects them so they can be returned. Rabbi Shimon 
says that wherever scripture does not explicitly state Hashem, the reference is always to Malchut.
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161. Rabbi Shimon said: The earlier teachers had difficulties with 
this passage, but the truth is that the Holy One, blessed be He, 
performed strange miracles and signs with these bones into which 
he breathed life. Come and see: "Remember, I beseech You, that You 
have fashioned me like clay; and will You bring me back to 
dust" (Iyov 10:9). And then, in the next verses: "Have You not poured 
me out as milk, and curdled me like cheese? You have clothed me 
with skin and flesh, and have knit me together with bones and 
sinews." When a person has rotted in the dust, and the time of the 
resurrection of the dead has arrived, the Holy One, blessed be He, 
will re-make him from the remaining bone THAT HAS NOT ROTTED 
AWAY, make it like dough and as cheese from milk and as flowing as 
a stream of pure clear milk. For the bone will be refined, BECOMING 
VERY THIN, and polished as milk, curdled, and carved as in a 
drawing, like curdled cheese. After this structure is done He will 
create anew the skin, veins and bones.
 

 

162. Hence "Have You not poured me out as milk, and curdled me 
like cheese? You have clothed me with skin and flesh": all the verbs 
are in fact in the future form. Not 'Have You not poured me out', but 
'Will You not pour me out'. Not 'Have You not clothed me with skin 
and flesh', but 'Will You not clothe me with skin and flesh etc'. This 
is because the reference throughout is to a future time, THAT OF 
THE RESURRECTION.
 

 

163. And what is written afterwards? "You have granted me life and 
favor" (Iyov 10:12). This is the spirit of life. But you may say: But it is 
written "have granted" IN THE PAST TENSE and not 'will grant'. HE 
ANSWERS THAT he said: "You have granted me life and favor," for 
in that world You have given me the spirit of life. But, the verse 
continues, "and Your providence," namely that of the King's Matron, 
MALCHUT, "has preserved my spirit," namely guards my spirit in 
that world. And why DOES HE REFER TO MALCHUT, AS "Your 
providence"? BECAUSE you will in the future visit her first. 
THEREFORE, HE REFERS TO HER AS HIS ASSIGNED ORDER AND 
COMMAND.
 

 

164. And the secret of this matter is that all the souls of the 
righteous are hidden and concealed under the King's throne, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED 'A THRONE', and it protects them 
so that they can be returned to their place. As it is written: "and Your 
providence has preserved my spirit." What is "Your providence (Heb. 
pkudatcha)"? It is as in the verse: "and let another take his 
possessions (Heb. pkudato)" (Tehilim 109:8). "Your providence" 
refers to the King's Matron, NAMELY MALCHUT, for all the spirits are 
pledges in her hands, as it is written: "Into Your hand I commit (Heb. 
afkid) my spirit" (Tehilim 31:6), and she protects them. Thus IS IT 
WRITTEN "has preserved my spirit," (Iyov 10.12) for she preserves it.
 

 

165. David said something similar: "Preserve my soul; for I am 
pious" (Tehilim 86:2). "Preserve" refers to the King's Matron, for she 
has preserved my soul because I am pious. And as a general rule, 
whenever Scripture simply generalizes AND DOES NOT EXPLICITLY 
STATE HASHEM, the reference is to the Matron WHO IS MALCHUT. 
As for example, in the verse: "And He called to Moses" (Shemot 
24:16), WHERE HASHEM IS NOT MENTIONED BY NAME, or "And He 
said: If you will diligently hearken to the voice of Hashem your 
Elohim" (Shemot 15:26), WHERE THE SPEAKER AGAIN IS NOT 
NAMED AND THE REFERENCE IS TO MALCHUT.
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166. Rabbi Pinchas cried and said, And did I not tell you that IN MY 
DREAM the Shechinah had given me large offerings and gifts? THE 
MEANING WAS THESE SAYINGS OF RABBI SHIMON. Happy is my 
portion that I have merited seeing you and hearing this. He said to 
him: WHAT YOU HAVE SAID CONCERNING that time OF THE 
RESURRECTION is correct regarding the one bone THAT DOES NOT 
ROT, but what happens to the other bones that are there? He said to 
him: They will all be included in the totality of that one bone and will 
be incorporated with it and they will all be made into one dough, out 
of which MAN will be formed. As they said in the verse: "(Heb. 
Yachlitz) and make strong your bones" (Yeshayah 58:11). What is 
the meaning of Yachlitz? It is as in the verse: "He has withdrawn 
(Heb. Chalatz) Himself from them" (Hoshea 5:6). In other words, they 
will all be withdrawn from their place and incorporated in this bone, 
making one dough, and then "you shall be like a watered garden, 
and like a spring of water." (Yeshayah 58.11) 
Moses gives a warning to people whose hearts are blocked off and 
whose eyes are closed, for the forces of the evil inclination will enter 
into them. He says that all the lights in the eyes issue from the heart. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (The Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

167. The Faithful Shepherd said, Woe to those humans whose hearts 
are blocked off and whose eyes are closed, for they do not know that 
when the night comes the gates of Gehenom are opened, for it is 
CALLED 'gall', and the odors that spread from it rise up to the brain. 
And a number of forces of the Evil Inclination spread throughout the 
parts of the body. And the gates of The Garden of Eden which are 
the eyes of the heart are blocked off and not opened, for all the lights 
that are in the eyes issue forth from the heart.
 

 

 
 
30. "Into Your hand I commit my spirit" 
Moses goes on to say that the lights of the heart are angels that spread throughout the limbs like the branches of a tree. He tells us about the evil 
effect of shutting off the lights, and says that an ignorant man cannot be pious because unless he has studied the Torah he cannot join Zeir Anpin 
and Malchut.

168. And the gates of the heart, which are the eyes, are blocked off 
so that they should not view the evil spirits, that are Lilit. And thus 
they do not control the lights of the heart, which are angels, that 
spread throughout all the limbs as the branches of a tree in every 
direction. At that time all the lights are shut off in the heart, and they 
gather to it as doves into their dovecotes, as Noah and his wife and 
all the species who entered with him into the ark.
 

 

169. And the evil spirits that overcome all the parts of the body are 
like the waters of the flood, which prevailed over them fifteen cubits. 
This is because he had sinned in the matter of Yah, and Yah had left 
the body. THAT IS TO SAY, YUD-HEI HAD LEFT ELOHIM (ALEPH 
LAMED HEI YUD MEM), and He remained a mute (Heb. ILEM, ALEPH 
LAMED MEM), without sight, hearing, smell or speech. And the 
secret of the matter is to be found in the verse: "I was dumb (Heb. 
ilem) with silence (Heb. dumiyah)" (Tehilim 39:3). Dumiyah IS 
SPELLED DALET VAV MEM YUD HEI, WHICH CAN BE READ AS 
TWO WORDS: Silence (Heb. dom) of Yud Hei. IN OTHER WORDS, at 
that time OF THE FLOOD, the evil spirits prevailed for fifteen cubits 
over the body, and they ENCOMPASSED THE BODY as a furrow 
SURROUNDS THE DITCH of the flower-bed.
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170. Just as Noah sent the dove out on his mission, so also does the 
soul of man send out HIS SPIRIT on its mission, and for this reason 
a man must commit his spirit with the Matron, WHO IS MALCHUT, as 
it says: "Into Your hand I commit my spirit" (Tehilim 31:6). But if it is 
imprisoned by the powers of the Evil Inclination in sins of the body, 
what does Scripture have to say? "Into Your hand I commit my 
spirit; You have redeemed me, Hashem, the El of truth" (Ibid.) FOR 
THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, REDEEMS HIM FROM THEIR 
HAND.
 

 

171. And during the time that THE SOUL is guilty, what is said about 
his spirit? "They who join hands for wicked ends shall not go 
unpunished." (Mishlei 11:21), for he goes from hand to hand in the 
camps of the Evil Inclination, which rest upon him in his sins and 
cast him out from place to place. It is this that is happening when A 
MAN sees himself IN HIS DREAM in another country or another 
kingdom, and sometimes in the refuse, all depending on his sins. 
But if he is righteous, then all of the camps of the Good Inclination, 
ABOUT WHOM IT IS SAID "Thus were their faces; and their wings 
were divided upwards" (Yechezkel 1:11) in order to accept his spirit, 
and they raise it upward to the place of the living creatures, THE 
BEARERS of the throne, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and there he sees a 
number of visions, likenesses and prophetic revelations. And this is 
why the sages taught "The dream is one-sixtieth of prophecy."
 

 

172. Furthermore: "Preserve my soul; for I am pious" (Tehilim 86:2). 
But so did the sages teach: 'An ignorant man can not be pious.' For 
the Torah was given from the right side of the Holy One, blessed be 
He, which is Chesed. For this reason, one who engages in Torah is 
called 'pious', and therefore I say to the Holy One, blessed be He: 
"Preserve my soul," and do not judge it according to the deeds of 
these ignorant ones, about whom it is said: 'An ignorant man can 
not be pious.' And should you ask about the many ignorant people 
who act with loving kindness (Heb. Chesed), I would refer you to the 
teaching: 'Who is a pious man? He who behaves piously with his 
Maker,' like David, who was an author (the Hebrew root of 'author' 
means 'join together'). And what did he join together? He joined 
together the heavenly Torah, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, with the Holy 
One, blessed be He, WHO IS MALCHUT, AND THIS IS WHAT IS 
MEANT BY 'BEHAVING PIOUSLY WITH HIS MAKER': THAT HE 
UNITED THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, AND HIS SHECHINAH. 
This, is why "Preserve my soul; for I am pious."
 

 

 
 
31. Two mirrors 
The Faithful Shepherd talks about the two mirrors - one for the soul in this world, and one for the soul in the World to Come. We learn that God 
created man with two countenances, and that when the soul leaves the body the soul goes to the two Gardens.

173. When a man dies, what is written about his soul? "When you 
walk, it will lead you; when you lie down, it shall keep you; and when 
you awake" at the resurrection of the dead, "it shall talk with 
you" (Mishlei 6:22). HE INQUIRES: this is fine as far as the 
resurrection of the dead is concerned, that it should awaken THE 
BODY OF MAN AT THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, but what 
will be the reward of the soul in the next world?
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174. The answer to this is that the Holy One, blessed be He, dresses 
THE SOUL as formerly in clouds of glory, and as formerly it enters 
into a vision. In the same sort of way that the body has 248 parts, it 
will also be in a vision included in 248 lights that spread forth from 
that vision, FOR THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE LETTERS OF 
"BEMAR'AH" IS 248. And it is said about it: "If there be a prophet 
among you, I, Hashem, make myself known to him in a vision (Heb. 
bemar'ah)" (Bemidbar 12:6) and with the apparel of clouds of glory 
ABOUT WHICH IT IS SAID: "and I shall look upon it, that I may 
remember the everlasting covenant" (Beresheet 9:16). This is the 
shining mirror. "and speak to him in a dream" (Bemidbar 12:6): this 
is the mirror (Heb. mar'ah) that does not shine, being made up of 365 
lights, corresponding to the numerical value of 'yeshenah' (lit. 
'sleep'), as in the verse: "I sleep" (Shir Hashirim 5:2). One MIRROR, 
therefore, is FOR THE SOUL in this world, and the other MIRROR IS 
FOR THE SOUL in the World to Come, and they give light to the work 
of the hands of the Holy One, blessed be He, NAMELY, THE SOULS.
 

 

175. And their secret is to be found in the verse: "this is My name for 
ever" (Shemot 3:15). THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 'Yud Hei' and 'My 
name' (Heb. shmi) is together 365. "AND THIS IS MY MEMORIAL 
(HEB. ZICHRI) TO ALL GENERATIONS" (SHEMOT 3:15). THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF Vav Hei together with zikhri is 248. And 
heralds descend and ascend before Him, proclaiming: 'Give honor to 
the likeness of the King', NAMELY TO THE SOUL.
  

176. And this is the meaning of the verse: "So Elohim created man in 
His own image, in the image of Elohim He created him" (Beresheet 1: 
27). In other words, He created him in two forms: ONE, IN HIS OWN 
IMAGE; AND THE OTHER, IN THE IMAGE OF ELOHIM, NAMELY with 
two countenances. 1) is as it is said: "for you saw no manner of 
form" (Devarim 4:15), and regarding the other FORBIDDEN forms it 
is written, "the similitude of any figure" (Devarim 4:16). 2) "and the 
similitude of Hashem does he behold" (Bemidbar 12:8). And 613 
angels raise up the soul in these forms, all of them with "Thus were 
their faces; and their wings were divided upwards" (Yechezkel 1:11), 
to establish the verse that is said about them: "I bore you on eagles' 
wings, and brought you to Myself" (Shemot 19:4).
 

 

177. Just as they came out of Egypt and went with clouds of glory 
and all that honor, so, too, is the exit of the soul from her body --- 
that "putrid drop": the soul goes to the two gardens, THE UPPER 
GARDEN OF EDEN AND THE LOWER GARDEN OF EDEN, whose 
heavens and earth were created with the Yud Hei Vav Hei, for whose 
reason it was said: "Let the heavens be glad and the earth 
rejoice" (Tehilim 96:11). At that time the verse will be fulfilled in man: 
"yet your teacher shall not withdraw himself any more" (Yeshayah 
30:20) from you. "withdraw himself" IS AS WRITTEN: "with two he 
covered his face..." (Yeshayah 6:2), nevertheless "but your eyes 
shall see your teacher" (Yeshayah 30:20). And Moses our Master, 
may Peace be upon him --- the master of the prophet and sages --- is 
worthy in the aspect of these TWO visions. The holy luminary, THAT 
IS RABBI SHIMON, said TO THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD, You are the 
one who merited in your lifetime what the righteous will merit after 
their lives. Happy is your portion!
 

 

 
 
32. 'Aleph Nun Yud', and 'Vav Hei Vav' 
We hear another interpretation of "Preserve my soul, for I am pious," where the esoteric meaning rests on the words 'I' and 'and He', and whereby 
we see how essential it is to refrain from separating Zeir Anpin and Malchut. This is because I and He are one, without distinction. We learn that the 
Left and Right Columns are united in the Central Column, Tiferet.
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178. Another interpretation of the verse "Preserve my soul; for I am 
pious" (Tehilim 86:2) is as follows: Why should He preserve my 
soul? So that I should behave piously with 'I', NAMELY THAT I 
SHOULD UNITE WITH AND BRING THE CHESED FROM YUD HEI 
VAV HEI WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN TO 'I', WHICH IS MALCHUT, for it has 
been said about it: I and He, WHERE 'ALEPH-NUN-YUD (I)' IS 
MALCHUT AND 'VAV-HEI-VAV (AND HE)' IS ZEIR ANPIN. Woe to 
anyone who separates 'I' from 'He', NAMELY TO ANYONE WHO 
CAUSES A SEPARATION BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, as 
it is said: "it is He who made us, and we belong to Him" (Tehilim 
100:3), WHERE 'HE' STANDS FOR ZEIR ANPIN. This is because 
everything is one, NAMELY I AND HE ARE ONE, without distinction. 
This is what is said: "See now that I, even I am He... I kill and I make 
alive, I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of 
my hand" (Devarim 32:39). I am Hashem, I am He, and no other. And 
this 'I' is derived from Adonai, NAMELY THE LETTERS OF 'ANI' (I) 
ARE FOUND IN ADONAI. Yud Hei Vav Hei is the Central Column, 
NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

179. And because Yud Hei Vav Hei, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, is on the 
right, namely Chesed, he said: "Preserve my soul, FOR I AM PIOUS 
(HEB. CHASID)," meaning that I shall behave piously towards you 
and with 'I' which is Adonai, which is Gvurah. THAT IS TO SAY, I 
SHALL UNITE YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS CHESED, WITH ADONAI, 
WHICH IS GVURAH, SO CHASSADIM WILL BE DRAWN DOWN FROM 
YUD HEI VAV HEI TO ADONAI, AND IT, TOO, WILL BE CHESED. And 
both the names, YUD HEI VAV HEI AND ADONAI, combine together 
in Tiferet, WHICH IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, AND COME 
TOGETHER THUS; Yud Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun Hei Yud. FOR IT IS 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN THAT COMBINES CHESED, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF YUD HEI VAV HEI WITH GVURAH, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF ADONAI. And the inner meaning of the matter is with 
Chesed and Gvurah, WHICH ARE THE RIGHT AND LEFT COLUMNS, 
ABOUT WHICH IT IS SAID: "Thus were their faces: and their wings 
were divided upwards" (Yechezkel 1:11), SINCE 'THEIR FACES' IS 
THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH, BINAH, AND DA'AT, AND THE TWO 
COLUMNS, THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT, WHICH ARE CHOCHMAH 
AND BINAH, ARE DIVIDED. AND SO WITH THE TWO WINGS, THE 
SECRET OF THE RIGHT AND LEFT COLUMNS, WHICH ARE 
DIFFERENT FROM EACH OTHER, AND ARE THEREFORE DIVIDED. 
And in Tiferet, WHICH IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, that is called: 
"Hashem is a man (Heb. Ish) of war" (Shemot 15:3), BECAUSE HE 
FIGHTS WITH THE LEFT COLUMN, AND MAKES IT SMALLER IN 
ORDER TO BRING IT TOGETHER IN UNITY WITH THE RIGHT, it is 
written: "two wings of everyone (Heb. ish) were joined one to 
another" (Yechezkel 1:11), for the two names, YUD HEI VAV HEI AND 
ADONAI were joined together in it, AND THUS "and two covered 
their bodies" (Yechezkel 1:11), FOR THE TWO WINGS JOINED THE 
BODY AND BECAME AS ONE. And Tiferet is called 'body', THIS 
BEING THE INNER MEANING OF THE VERSE: "his body was like 
beryl" (Daniel 10:6). AND SO IT IS WITH THE TWO COLUMNS, RIGHT 
AND LEFT OF THE UPPER THREE SFIROT WHICH ARE CHOCHMAH 
AND BINAH, THAT ARE THE TWO NAMES, YUD HEI VAV HEI AND 
EHEYEH, ABOUT WHICH IT IS SAID "THEIR FACES... DIVIDED 
UPWARDS," ALSO JOIN TOGETHER AND COMBINE BY THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF DA'AT. AND THEY 
COME TOGETHER THUS: YUD ALEPH HEI HEI VAV YUD HEI HEI.
 

 

 
 
33. Three Times was David made a servant 
We are told the three ways that a man must make himself a servant in terms of worship.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/43%20-%20Pinchas.htm (51 of 252)2004/07/07 23:16:20



1

180. It is written: "O you, My Elohim, save Your servant... Rejoice the 
soul of Your servant...give Your strength to Your servant" (Tehilim 
86:2,4,16). David is thrice referred to as a servant in this psalm which 
parallels the three times that a man has to be as a servant in the 
prayers, as taught by the sages of the Mishnah: 'In the first 
blessings, A MAN SHOULD BE as a servant arranging praises before 
his Master; in the intermediate ones, as a servant asking for a favor 
of his Master; and in the last BLESSINGS, a man should be as a 
servant thanking his Master for a favor received, and going on his 
way'.
 

 

181. And these are the three occasions that A MAN has to make 
himself as though a servant in terms of worship. And the sages of 
the Mishnah taught: There is no worship but prayer. And the three 
patriarchs are called 'servants' by the aspect of her, namely in the 
name of the Shechinah, which is the worship of Hashem. And so 
also is Moses REFERRED TO AS the servant of Hashem, which is 
why "For to Me the children of Yisrael are servants" (Vayikra 25:55). 
But in terms of their other QUALITIES in her, all Yisrael are called 
'the children of kings' from the point of view of MALCHUT IN THEM. 
And why should MALCHUT be termed worship? It can be likened to 
the way of a woman who serves her husband, or children who serve 
their father.
 

 

 
 
34. David was made poor, pious and a servant 
We learn how David's correction of the three Columns was effected through making himself as if poor, a servant, and pious. We are told that except 
for Moses, there has never been anyone who could access the highest understanding, and it is even more impossible to access the highest wisdom, 
for it is said that a wise man is preferable to a prophet.

182. And David was made poor, pious and a servant, as it is written: 
"A prayer of David. Incline Your ear, Hashem, hear me: for I am poor 
and needy. Preserve my soul; for I am pious: O you, my Elohim, save 
Your servant, who trusts in You" (Tehilim 86:1-2). He became poor at 
the gate of the king, WHICH IS MALCHUT, about which it is said: 
"Adonai, open my lips" (Tehilim 51:17). Adonai is the palace, and he 
became poor at the gate of the king's palace, WHICH IS ADONAI, 
namely MALCHUT. And what does it say? "Incline Your ear, Hashem, 
hear me." And this is the lower Shechinah, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
which is an ear to receive and listen to prayers, as it is written: "For 
He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; nor 
has He hid His face from him: but when he cried to Him, He 
heard" (Tehilim 22:25).
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183. For he became "poor and needy" in respect of the letter Dalet of 
(the word) 'Echad' (Aleph Chet Dalet) (= one), WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF MALCHUT IN THE FIRST STATE, WHEN IT IS 
RECEIVING FROM THE LEFT COLUMN, FOR IT IS THEN NEEDY, 
FOR THE LETTER 'DALET' TEACHES US OF ITS POVERTY (HEB. 
DALAH). Then he requests HELP FROM THE other two letters OF 
ECHAD, from Aleph-Chet. AND THIS IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN 
WHICH, IN THIS STATE IS MALCHUT, IS CALLED 
'BROTHER' (ALEPH CHET), AND MALCHUT SISTER, BEING THEN 
AT ONE STAGE EVOLVING FROM BINAH, AS A BROTHER AND 
SISTER. This is the Central Column, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN, with 
which to fulfill the verse: "I was brought low, and He saved 
me" (Tehilim 116:6), so that Messiah son of Efraim should not die. 
FOR MESSIAH SON OF EFRAIM IS DRAWN FROM MALCHUT WHEN 
THE LATTER IS FEEDING FROM THE LEFT, AND IS FULL OF 
JUDGMENT. And DAVID FURTHER requested of Him at this gate on 
behalf of Yisrael, who are poor, that the verse "And the afflicted 
people You will save" (II Shmuel 22:28) be established for them, AND 
THIS IS WHY HE MADE HIMSELF POOR, FOR IT IS THE SECRET OF 
THE LEFT COLUMN.
 

 

184. And afterwards he requested for the sake of the priests, THE 
SECRET OF THE RIGHT COLUMN, CHESED, that the worship be 
returned to its place, and he made himself as a servant. And later He 
gave them the Torah from the side of Chesed, to make a reward 
(Heb. gemul) with the letter 'Dalet' of the Torah. IN OTHER WORDS, 
THE TORAH, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN, THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN, UNITES THE CHESED OF THE RIGHT COLUMN WITH THE 
GVURAH OF THE LEFT COLUMN, AND THEN HE GIVES A REWARD 
WITH THE DALET, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT 
RECEIVING CHASSADIM AND BECOMING RICH, IN THE SECRET OF 
THE TWO LETTERS 'GIMEL' AND 'DALET' THAT FOLLOW EACH 
OTHER IN THE ORDER OF THE ALPHABET. And this is why he 
became pious. WHAT THIS MEANS IS THAT HE THEREBY 
CORRECTED THE SECRET OF THE THREE COLUMNS, CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET. HE MADE HIMSELF POOR TO CORRECT THE 
LEFT COLUMN. HE MADE HIMSELF A SERVANT TO CORRECT THE 
WORSHIP OF THE PRIESTS, WHICH ARE THE RIGHT COLUMN, AND 
HE MADE HIMSELF PIOUS TO CORRECT THE CENTRAL COLUMN, 
SO IT WOULD BESTOW CHESED UPON MALCHUT. 
SUBSEQUENTLY HE CORRECTED THE THREE COLUMNS CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, and when he reached the three upper Sfirot, 
CHOCHMAH, BINAH, DA'AT, he began to say: "Hashem, my heart is 
not haughty, nor my eyes lofty: nor do I exercise myself in great 
matters, or in things too high for me" (Tehilim 131:1), NAMELY HE 
DID NOT TOUCH THEM.
 

 

185. Solomon said, Since Binah belongs to Moses, I shall ask for 
upper Chochmah, which is above the level OF MOSES. It is written: 
"I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me" (Kohelet 7:23), FOR 
UPPER CHOCHMAH WAS NOT GIVEN TO HIM. HE ASKS, but what 
about the verse: "And Hashem gave Solomon wisdom" (I Melachim 
5:26)? HE ANSWERS, this refers to lower wisdom, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT. And he wanted to ascend upwards from below, NAMELY 
FROM LOWER CHOCHMAH HE WANTED TO ATTAIN UPPER 
CHOCHMAH, but it drew away from him. This is because there is no 
man in the world, apart from Moses, who can ascend to Binah, and 
how much truer is this for upper Chochmah, which is above BINAH. 
In its terms, 'a wise man is better than a prophet'. And even though 
THE VERSE "I SAID: I WILL BE WISE, BUT IT WAS FAR FROM ME" 
was applied homiletically to a red heifer, WHOSE REASON HE 
COULD NOT UNDERSTAND, 'there are seventy possible 
interpretations of Torah', THIS, TOO, BEING A TERM IN THE SECRET 
OF SCRIPTURE.
  

 
 
35. The allusions of Elazar, Yosi, Yehuda, Yudai, Aba and Rabbi Shimon and his friends 
Moses speaks to each of the rabbis inviting their interpretations and telling each one what his name means.
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186. THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD SAID, Rabbi Elazar, Rise up and say 
some new interpretations before the Shechinah, so that you may be 
of help (Heb. ezer) to your father, as your name requires, FOR THE 
LETTERS OF 'ELAZAR' MAKE UP THE TWO WORDS 'ezer' 'El', 
NAMELY 'El' from the right, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF CHESED, 
AND Ezer from the left, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF GVURAH. This is 
what is written: "I will make him a help (Heb. ezer) to match 
him" (Beresheet 2:18), FOR MALCHUT, WHICH IS BUILT UP FROM 
THE LEFT, IS REFERRED TO AS A HELPMATE FOR HIM. In what way 
DOES IT BECOME A HELP TO HIM? With good seed (Heb. ZERA), 
which are the letters of 'ezer' in a different order.
 

 

187. And let Rabbi Yosi rise up with you, for he is a perfect throne for 
his Master, for the numerical value of Yosi is the same as that of the 
throne (Heb. haKisse) and that of Elohim. And let Rabbi Yehuda rise 
up with him, for in him make up THE TWO WORDS Hod and Yah, 
THE LATTER OF WHICH INSTRUCTS US ABOUT THE FIRST STAGE 
OF MALCHUT, WHICH IS THEN THE FIRST THREE. In it are 
contained THE LETTERS Yud Hei Vav Hei plus Dalet. THAT MEANS 
THAT IT INDICATES ZEIR ANPIN, CALLED YUD HEI VAV HEI, AND 
MALCHUT, CALLED DALET, PRIOR TO ITS BEING JOINED IN A 
MATING WITH YUD HEI VAV HEI. IT IS THE SECRET OF the Dalet 
(=four) living creatures. AND ABOUT THEM IT IS SAID: "Thus were 
their faces; and their wings were divided upwards" (Yechezkel 1:11). 
THIS PERTAINS TO all of them, FOR THEY DO NOT YET HAVE THE 
UNITY OF RIGHT AND LEFT AND ARE READY to receive THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN THAT WILL UNITE THEM. THEREFORE, THEY 
ARE THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES, FOR AFTER THE 
UNIFICATION OF RIGHT AND LEFT, THEY ARE CONSIDERED AS 
THREE LIVING CREATURES, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
THREE COLUMNS, EACH ONE OF WHICH HAS FOUR 
COUNTENANCES. And from him, FROM JUDAH, CAME David, who 
gave thanks to the Holy One, blessed be He, at the level of 
thanksgivings (Heb. hodaot), which is from the side of Hod. And let 
Rabbi Elai rise up with him, for the numerical value of the letters of 
Elai is 112, the same as that of Yud-Bet-Kof, WHICH, IN A 
DIFFERENT ORDER, SPELL BAKI (LIT. 'ERUDITE'), FOR HE IS 
erudite in the Halachah.
 

 

188. And let Rabbi Yudai rise up with him, for the numerical value of 
the letters of Yudai is the same as that of El, and he is like the 
angels, Michael and the others, who have the letters of 'El' in their 
names. It is as IN THE MEANING OF the expression: "It is in the 
power (Heb. el) of my hand" (Beresheet 31:29), WHERE THE WORD 
CONNOTES STRENGTH. And the secret of 'El' (Aleph Lamed) is as 
follows: the Aleph is the likeness of a man, FOR THE LETTER HAS 
THE FORM OF A BODY WITH TWO ARMS, and the Lamed is the 
secret of the three living creatures, EACH ONE OF which is with four 
countenances, and THE THREE LIVING CREATURES are intimated in 
the three Yuds that amount to Lamed, which are at the beginning of 
the three recited Yud Hei Vav Hei's which are 'Hashem reigns, 
Hashem reigned, Hashem will reign forever'. IN OTHER WORDS: THE 
THREE YUDS AT THE HEAD OF EACH YUD HEI VAV HEI HINT AT 
THE THREE LIVING CREATURES, EACH OF WHICH HAS FOUR 
COUNTENANCES, FOR IN EACH NAME ARE THE FOUR LETTERS 
OF YUD HEI VAV HEI. AND THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE LETTER 
LAMED OF 'EL'. And let Rabbi Aba rise up with them, for the 
numerical value of his name is four, NAMELY the four living 
creatures.
 

 

189. Rabbi Shimon is like a tree, and Rabbi Elazar his son and his 
friends, the five that we have just mentioned, are like large branches 
COMING OUT of the tree, similar to arms and legs, WHERE ARMS 
ARE CHESED AND GVURAH, AND LEGS ARE NETZACH AND HOD.
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36. To the chief musician, Give thanks, Rejoice O you righteous, Praise, Melody, Tune, Song, Blessing 
Rabbi Shimon equates the kinds of music and praise to the various Sfirot. After a question from the Faithful Shepherd, Rabbi Shimon challenges 
him to show why, if he was at the level of Binah, scripture says that God gave Hod (honor) to him. Moses' answer includes a description of the work 
of the divine Chariot, and we hear that this work can never be expounded upon by one person alone unless he is a sage who has merited 
Chochmah, Binah and Da'at.

190. Rise, Rabbi Shimon, and let us hear new matters from you on 
this verse: "TO THE CHIEF MUSICIAN UPON SHUSHAN-EDUT, A 
WRIT OF DAVID TO TEACH" (TEHILIM 60:1). IT first SAYS "To the 
chief musician (Heb. lamnatze'ach)." It contains THE LETTERS OF 
Netzach, THE MEANING OF WHICH is nigun tzach (lit. 'pure melody'), 
and by it Hashem called a man of war towards the nations of the 
world, but of mercy and justice towards Yisrael. And the secret of 
the matter is contained in: "And when the wicked perish, there is 
joy" (Mishlei 11:10). THUS, WHEN HASHEM IS VICTORIOUS (Heb. 
MENATZEACH) OVER THE WICKED, THERE IS A PURE MELODY. 
Mem and Lamed OF THE WORD LAMNATZE'ACH are the secret of 
the seventy names that He has. Together with Netzach and Hod, they 
come to 72, which is the numerical equivalent of Chesed. And the 
secret of the matter IS IN THE VERSE: "at your right hand are 
pleasures (Heb. Netzach) for evermore" (Tehilim 16:11), FOR 
NETZACH IS TO THE RIGHT, WHICH IS CHESED.
 

 

191. HAVING CLARIFIED THAT LAMNATZE'ACH IS THE SECRET OF 
THE SFIRAH NETZACH, HE CONTINUES: about HOD IT IS SAID, 
"Give thanks (Heb. Hodu) to Hashem" (I Divrei Hayamim 16:8). Of the 
righteous, WHICH IS YESOD, it is written: "Rejoice in Hashem, O you 
righteous" (Tehilim 33:1), and also: "Sing with gladness for 
Jacob" (Yirmeyah 31:6), WHICH IS AN INDICATION OF UNITY OF 
TIFERET, YESOD, MALCHUT. FOR 'SING' IS YESOD, IN WHICH 
THERE IS SINGING. JACOB IS TIFERET AND GLADNESS IS 
MALCHUT. Of Tiferet it is said: "Praise (Heb. Halelu) El" (Tehilim 
150:1), "Haleluyah," "Praise Yah" and the name of Yud Hei Vav Hei, 
SINCE YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS A NAME FOR TIFERET. Of 
melody and tune: these are Chesed and Gvurah, MELODY BEING 
CHESED, AND TUNE GVURAH; Of song and blessing: they are 
Chochmah and Binah, song BEING Chochmah, AND blessing Binah. 
Happy IS Keter and praise is Malchut.
 

 

192. AND HE ELUCIDATES a psalm (Heb. Mizmor), WHICH IS 
GVURAH, that has in it THE LETTERS Raz (lit. 'secret') and THE 
LETTERS Mum (lit. 'blemish') from the side of the tune (Heb. Zemer) 
of the Torah and the tune of prayer. FOR WHEN THE LEFT COLUMN 
HAS CONTROL BY ITSELF, LIGHT TURNS INTO A SECRET, WHICH 
IS THE BACK PART OF THE LIGHT. AND THEREFORE IT HAS IN IT A 
BLEMISH, CONTAINING A HOLD FOR THE EXTERNAL ONES, AND 
ALL OF THIS IS FROM THE SIDE OF HOLINESS. THE PSALM (HEB. 
MIZMOR) THAT IS SUNG BY a tune of the Other Side contains THE 
PHONEMES mum zar (lit. 'a foreign blemish'). AND THIS IS WHY 
THEY SAID 'a tune (Heb. Zemer) in the house is destruction in the 
house', AND IT IS FROM THE ASPECT OF a menstruating woman, 
handmaid, daughter of idol worshippers, prostitute. And these are 
the letters of Mizmor, NAMELY 'MUM ZAR'. Melody (Heb. nigun) IS 
CHESED, containing THE LETTERS Gan (lit. 'garden'), WHICH IS 
MALCHUT. And such is the beauty of the melody, which has in it 
Halel (lit. 'Praise'), like THE HALEL in "It is a night of watchfulness to 
Hashem for bringing them out of the land of Egypt" (Shemot 12:42). 
IN OTHER WORDS, NOT THE WHOLE MELODY IS CHESED, BUT 
ONLY THE BEAUTY OF THE MELODY TENDS TOWARDS CHESED, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE HALEL OF THE EXODUS FROM 
EGYPT, WHICH INCLINES TOWARDS CHESED. 'Happy', with which 
everyone begins to offer praises, IS KETER, SINCE LIKE KETER, IT 
IS THE BEGINNING OF THE SFIROT, E.G. "Happy is that people, that 
is in such a case" (Tehilim 144:15). Of blessing, it is as in "I will 
bless Hashem at all times" (Tehilim 34:2), WHICH IS BINAH, FOR 
THE EMANATION OF BINAH IS UNCEASING; of praise, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, as in "His praise shall continually be in my mouth" (Ibid.), 
FOR MOUTH INTIMATES MALCHUT.
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193. RETURNING NOW TO THE VERSE: "TO THE CHIEF MUSICIAN 
UPON SHUSHAN-EDUT, A WRIT OF DAVID TO TEACH" (TEHILIM 
60:1), IT HAS BEEN EXPLAINED THAT "LAMNATZE'ACH" IS 
NETZACH. AND CONTINUES "upon Shushan-edut" is Hod, that is 
Shoshan (lit. 'rose') in which the red controls the white, while with 
Netzach the white controls the red. But what is Edut (lit. 
'Testimony')? This is the righteous one who is the covenant, 
NAMELY YESOD, which is held by the heavens and the earth WHICH 
ARE ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT. This is as it is written: "I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you this day" (Devarim 4:26), 
WHICH IMPLIES THE UNITY OF TIFERET, YESOD, AND MALCHUT, 
FOR 'I CALL TO WITNESS' IS YESOD, WHILE THE HEAVEN AND 
EARTH ARE TIFERET AND MALCHUT. What is "writ" (Heb. 
michtam)? It forms the two words mach and tam; mach (lit. 'humble') 
is the righteous one, NAMELY YESOD, while tam (lit. 'complete') is 
the Central Column, NAMELY TIFERET, WHICH IS SECRET OF THE 
BODY, on the level of "Jacob was (Heb. Tam) a plain 
man" (Beresheet 25:27). We consider the body and the covenant, 
WHICH ARE TIFERET AND YESOD, to be one, WHICH IS WHY MACH 
AND TAM ARE WRITTEN AS ONE WORD: MICHTAM. "to teach": This 
is Chesed and Gvurah, for from there was the Torah given 'to study 
and to teach'.
 

 

194. THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD said to him: What you say is all very 
well, but SCRIPTURE SAYS: "To the chief musician upon the Shminit 
(lit. 'eighth')" (Tehilim 12:1). THIS MEANS that Netzach should not 
move from Hod, which is the eighth Sfirah, and that is why he says: 
To the chief musician (Heb. Lamnazte'ach) upon the eighth," 
RATHER THAN "TO THE CHIEF MUSICIAN UPON SHUSHAN," AS 
YOU HAVE IT. The holy luminary, RABBI SHIMON, responded: If that 
is so, IF YOU WANT TO BE SO PEDANTIC, ONE CAN ASK AN EVEN 
MORE PROFOUND QUESTION. Your level is that of Binah; why, then, 
was it taught that He gave Hod to Moses, as it is written: "And you 
shall put some of your honor (Heb. Hod) upon him" (Bemidbar 
27:20)?
 

 

195. THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD replied: That is a good question that 
you have asked. THE REASON IS THAT the letter Hei OF YUD HEI OF 
THE YUD HEI VAV HEI ascends AND IS MULTIPLIED by the Yud OF 
YUD-HEI, making five times ten, which is the fifty gates of Binah, 
whose extension is from Chesed to Hod, namely five SFIROT. And in 
each of the SFIROT there are ten, making fifty SFIROT, THAT 
RECEIVE THE FIFTY GATES OF BINAH, and there is, therefore, just 
one extension from Binah to Hod, THUS, WHEN MENTIONING HOD 
THEN BINAH IS GENERALLY INCLUDED. Subsequently 'righteous 
one', WHICH IS YESOD, comes and by itself takes all fifty gates OF 
BINAH, it being equivalent to all five, SINCE YESOD INCORPORATES 
ALL FIVE SFIROT: CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH AND 
HOD. And it is called 'all', (Heb. kol = fifty) because it takes all fifty 
gates. And so also does the bride (Heb. kalah), WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
take all FIFTY GATES, WHICH IS WHY IT IS CALLED 'BRIDE', 
NAMELY KOL, AS YESOD, HINTING AT THE FIFTY GATES, WITH 
THE ADDITION OF HEI, IT BEING FEMININE. Said RABBI SHIMON: 
Now surely everything is falling into place.
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196. Moreover, THE LETTERS OF Lamnatze'ach can be re-arranged 
as 'mal' with 'Netzach'. And that is mal is MEM AND LAMED of 
Chashmal (lit. 'electrum'), WHEN REMOVING MEM AND LAMED from 
Chet Shin, WHICH ARE THE FIRST AND LAST LETTERS OF CHAYOT 
ESH (LIT. 'LIVING CREATURES OF FIRE'). And these are Hod and 
Netzach, which correspond to the two lips, NETZACH BEING THE 
UPPER AND HOD THE LOWER LIP. Therefore the lips are called 
'muttering living creatures of fire'. And in Chagigah the question is 
asked: 'Until where is the Work of the divine Chariot?' And the 
answer was given: From "And I looked" (Yechezkel 1:4) until 
"electrum" (Yechezkel 1:27), WHERE THE WORD CHASHMAL (CHET 
SHIN MEM LAMED) FORMS THE INITIALS OF CHAYOT ESH 
MEMALELOT (LIT. 'MUTTERING LIVING CREATURES OF FIRE'). For 
from the side of Gvurah, NETZACH AND HOD are called 'living 
creatures of fire', and the river that flows from the sweat of these 
LIVING CREATURES OF FIRE is Yesod. All three of them, THAT IS 
NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, form a Chariot for the splendor (Heb. 
Tiferet) of man, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

197. The Work of the Chariot is Malchut, INASMUCH AS IT IS MADE 
BY THE CHARIOT THAT IS NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, and in 
these three (NETZACH, HOD, and YESOD) are Chochmah, Binah, and 
Da'at OF MALCHUT, FOR CHOCHMAH, BINAH AND DA'AT of 
MALCHUT ARE MADE FROM THE HEADS of NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN. For this reason the sages of the Mishnah 
taught: 'The Work of the Chariot may not be expounded by one 
alone, unless he is a sage who understands of his own knowledge'. 
THIS REFERS TO ONE WHO HAS MERITED CHOCHMAH, BINAH, 
AND DA'AT, SINCE A SAGE PERTAINS TO CHOCHMAH, WHO 
UNDERSTANDS PERTAINS TO BINAH, AND OF HIS OWN 
KNOWLEDGE IS DA'AT.
 

 

 
 
37. The Chariot of Metatron 
We hear the esoteric explanation of the chariot below Zeir Anpin, that is Metatron, who is also known as the small man. This includes a description 
of the great and powerful flow of the waters of Chochmah that run from the sea of Torah, and from which three of the four rabbis were unable to 
emerge in peace. Lastly, it is shown how the first nine letters of the alphabet correspond to the nine Sfirot.

198. And there is a Chariot below NETZACH, HOD, YESOD OF Zeir 
Anpin, which is Metatron, ALSO KNOWN AS the small man. And in 
his Chariot, which is an orchard (Heb. Pardes), they are hurrying 
from the sea of the Torah, LIKE A RIVER WHOSE WATERS ARE 
FLOWING WITH GREAT SPEED AND FORCE TOWARDS THE SEA, 
flowing out of his Orchard, to the three of the four, about whom it 
was said that four entered the orchard, NAMELY: BEN AZZAI AND 
BEN ZOMA, ELISHA BEN ABUYAH AND RABBI AKIVA. THE FIRST 
THREE WERE INJURED BY THE FORCE OF THE FLOW OF THE 
WATERS OF CHOCHMAH, WHICH ARE CALLED 'AN ORCHARD', 
AND ONLY RABBI AKIVA ENTERED IN PEACE AND LEFT IN PEACE. 
And we have already learnt this.
 

 

199. For he, METATRON, is the bird who was espied by Raba bar bar 
Channah on the beach of the sea of the Torah when the sea, WHICH 
IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, ROSE AND reached his ankles, 
NAMELY TO THE END OF HIS NETZACH and HOD, CALLED 
'ANKLES', and his head reached to the top of the heavens, WHICH IS 
ZEIR ANPIN. AND THE THREE OF THEM THAT WERE FAULTED IN 
IT, THE SECRET OF THE PARDES, AS ABOVE: these three did not 
fail by it because it contains much waters of CHOCHMAH, but 
because of the force of the flow of the waters OF CHOCHMAH IN IT. 
THAT IS TO SAY THAT THEY ARE SHARP AND FORCEFUL WITH 
JUDGMENTS, and so have we learnt.
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200. THE LETTERS Aleph, Bet, Gimel, include them, THAT IS THE 
COMPONENTS OF THE CHARIOT OF METATRON, FOR THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF THESE THREE LETTERS amounts to six, 
which is the number of letters IN THE NAME Metatron. The fourth 
LETTER OF THE ALPHABET, DALET, IS THE SECRET OF "a still 
small voice" (I Melachim 19:12), WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
MALCHUT. For the King comes there, for it is a man to sit on the 
throne, SINCE MALCHUT IS THE SECRET OF A MAN WHO SITS ON 
THIS THRONE OF METATRON.
 

 

201. The two Yud in THE SHAPE OF the Aleph ?: THE UPPER YUD 
STANDS FOR the upper waters, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, and THE LOWER YUD FOR the lower waters, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF MALCHUT, and there is nothing between them apart 
from a hairsbreadth, which is Vav WRITTEN LIKE THE LINE IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE ALEPH. It is a slant line between THE TWO. YUD IS 
IN THE SECRET OF the firmament WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
CURTAIN that "divide water from water" (Beresheet 1:6). Thus there 
should be a distinction between female and male, and that is why IT 
IS WRITTEN "and let it divide..." (Beresheet 1:6). And the inner 
meaning of the matter is as follows: IN THE COMBINATION OF THE 
TWO DIVINE NAMES, YUD HEI VAV HEI AND ADONAI, Yud Aleph Hei 
Dalet Vav Nun Hei Yud, the upper Yud OF THE COMBINATION is the 
upper, male waters and the lower Yud OF THE COMBINATION is the 
lower, female waters. The six letters ALEPH HEI DALET VAV NUN 
HEI, which come between THE TWO LETTERS YUD are as the 
numerical value of Vav (= six), which is THE SECRET OF Metatron, 
which is THE VAV between THE TWO YUDs IN THE FORM OF the 
Aleph.
 

 

202. Furthermore, Yud is a point, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF UPPER 
CHOCHMAH. Vav is THE SECRET OF a wheel, WHICH REVOLVES IN 
THE SIX SFIROT: CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD. And there is no movement in the wheel at the six 
extremities, as the numerical value of Vav, but only at the point, FOR 
EVERYTHING THAT IS IN CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, 
HOD AND YESOD IS RECEIVED FROM THIS YUD. And this point is 
the unity of everything, and is witness to that unity, WHICH IS THE 
ENDLESS LIGHT, who has no second, and about whom the sages 
taught that one has to proclaim His unity in order to establish His 
kingship over the heavens and the earth and the four directions of 
the compass. THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE ALEPH ( = ONE). Bet ( = 
two) is THE SECRET OF heaven and earth, WHICH ARE ZEIR ANPIN 
AND MALCHUT. Gimel (= three) is THE SECRET OF the pillar that 
bears them, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF YESOD. Dalet (= four) is THE 
SECRET OF the four living creatures OF THE CHARIOT. Hei ( = five) 
is THE SECRET OF the throne. Vav is THE SECRET OF the six steps 
up to the throne, WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD. Moreover, Aleph, Bet, Gimel, Dalet, 
Hei, Vav, Zayin, Chet, Tet are THE SECRET OF man, NAMELY THE 
FIRST NINE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN. Yud is His Unity, NAMELY 
Malchut, WHICH IS the tenth SFIRAH of ZEIR ANPIN WHO IS 
CALLED 'Adam' (lit. 'man'). THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE YUD HEI 
VAV HEI, FULLY SPELLED WITH ALEPHS, MAKING THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF ADAM. The nine SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN 
correspond to the nine letters. Happy are those of Yisrael who know 
the secret of their Master!
 

 

 
 
38. Smoke and Fragrance and Incense 
Rabbi Yehuda, Rabbi Shimon and the Faithful Shepherd discuss the smoke that emerged from the left nostril and the fragrance that was drawn into 
the right nostril, and we learn that these are Judgment and Mercy. Incense corrects the two and removes death from the world.
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203. Another explanation: "Command the children of Yisrael, and 
say to them, My offerings, the provision of My sacrifices made by 
fire, of a sweet savor to Me" (Bemidbar 28:2). Rabbi Yehuda said: 
With an offering there is smoke and there is fragrance and there is a 
sweet savor. Smoke is from the side of Judgment, as it is said: "But 
then the anger (also: nose) of Hashem shall smoke" (Devarim 29:19). 
"There went up a smoke out of His nostrils, and fire out of His mouth 
devoured" (Tehilim 18:9). Sweet savor is Mercy, as it is said: "and 
the scent of your countenance (lit. 'nose') like apples" (Shir Hashirim 
7:9).
  

204. The Faithful Shepherd said, Both of them, smoke and fragrance, 
are in the nose, and are called 'witnesses'. The former IS IN THE 
NOSE, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "There went up a smoke out of His 
nostrils," and the latter IS IN THE NOSE, AS IT IS SAID: "and the 
scent of your countenance (lit. 'nose') like apples." If that is so, then 
why is the former, smoke, called 'Judgment', and the latter, 
FRAGRANCE, called 'Mercy'? HE ANSWERS THAT in the nose there 
are two windows, EACH OF WHICH IS A NOSTRIL. "There went up a 
smoke out of His nostrils" is said about the left-hand nostril, WHICH 
IS JUDGMENT. What is the meaning of "went up"? It is THAT THE 
SMOKE ROSE UP from the heart, which is on the left and is parallel 
to Gvurah. And from the right a breeze descends to cool him and 
quiet his anger from the side of Chesed, which is where the brain is; 
namely Chochmah, which is to the right, 'He who wishes to acquire 
wisdom, let him go to the south'. And Binah, WHICH IS THE SECRET 
OF CHOCHMAH OF THE LEFT, is in the heart, opposite the left, 'and 
he who wishes to enrich let him go to the north'. And this is why 
"There went up a smoke out of His nostrils," namely from Binah, 
WHICH IS ON THE LEFT, to Chochmah, which is on the right. And 
CHOCHMAH welcomes it with rejoicing to the accompaniment of the 
music of the Levites.
 

 

205. And this smoke only rises up with fire that is kindled with 
pieces of wood that are limbs filled with the precepts, which are 
CALLED "the wood for the burnt offering" (Beresheet 22:3). And the 
Torah of Torah scholars is enkindled by the precepts, their fire is by 
virtue of Gvurah, and the smoke rising up in them, IN BINAH, is 
called 'the smoke' of the set order on the altar.
 

 

206. And when the smoke has arisen to the nostrils, it is called 
"incense," as it is written: "They shall put incense in your 
nostrils." (Devarim 33:10). And nothing is as effective as incense for 
doing away with death in the world, for incense is the connecting of 
Judgment with Mercy with the sweet savor in the nostrils. For the 
Hebrew for 'connect' is in Aramaic ktiru, AND HENCE INCENSE 
(HEB. KTORET) MEANS CONNECTION. Rabbi Yehuda said, Happy is 
our portion that we have gained hidden matters and can understand 
them openly. The holy luminary added, Since prayer is like a 
sacrifice, anyone, therefore, who says the prayer 'Compounding of 
the Incense' after "A praise of David" (Tehilim 145:1) does away with 
death from the house.
 

 

 
 
39. The three prayers 
The Faithful Shepherd tells us how the three prayers were arranged to parallel the sacrifices.
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207. The Faithful Shepherd said, One has to know how the prayers 
were arranged to parallel the sacrifices, for the prayers are three. 
The morning prayer (Shacharit) parallels "The one lamb you shall 
offer in the morning" (Shemot 29:39 and Bemidbar 28:4). As it is 
said: "And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he 
had stood before Hashem" (Beresheet 19:27), and the rabbis have 
taught that standing means prayer. "and the other lamb you shall 
offer towards evening" (Shemot 29:39 and Bemidbar 28:4) parallels 
the afternoon prayer (Minchah), which was set by Isaac, as it is said: 
"And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the 
eventide" (Beresheet 24:63), and there is no meditation that is not 
prayer. The evening prayer (Arvit) parallels the parts and the fat 
which are devoured all night. And it is said, "And he lighted on a 
certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was 
set" (Beresheet 28:11). Lighting upon refers to nothing else than 
prayer.
 

 

208. Since we have referred to the story in our discussion, THERE IS 
A POINT IN ASKING why Scripture says, "and he took of the stones 
of that place, and put under his head, and lay down in that place to 
sleep" (Beresheet 28:11). Did he not have pillows and cushions to lie 
ON? THE ANSWER IS: When the groom comes to the bride, even if 
he is used to lying on pillows and cushions, should she give him 
stones to lie on, he will accept everything willingly. And we have 
already learned this, and it is also stated in the first compilation. 
With respect to the verse: "And when Jacob saw them, he 
said" (Beresheet 32:3), Rabbi Shimon said: Sit down. And Scripture 
says... CONTINUES ON PARAGRAPH 238 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
Rabbi Pinchas has been thinking about the meaning of 'keeping' and 
'remembering', and he opens the topic of the role of the liver in the 
sacrifice. Rabbi Shimon furthers the explanation, telling how the 
heart receives the confession and offers it to the brain. He closes by 
saying that all ills come from the liver and all goodness comes from 
the heart.
 

 

209. Rabbi Pinchas said, I have been thinking: Keeping certainly is in 
the heart, which is why it is written: "Keep" (Devarim 5:12), of the 
heart, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and of nowhere else. 
'Remembering' (Heb. ZECHIRAH) is a matter of the male (Heb. 
ZACHAR), namely in the brain, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, that rides and 
controls the heart, and it is therefore written: "Remember THE 
SHABBAT DAY" (SHEMOT 20:8), for the male, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, while "Keep the Shabbat day" (Devarim 5:12) is for the 
female, WHICH IS MALCHUT. The brain, which is the male, ZEIR 
ANPIN, mounts and controls the heart, WHICH IS MALCHUT. The 
heart controls and mounts the liver, and liver is Samael and Serpent 
intertwined, and they are one. And they are the lobe of the liver and 
the liver, and so it is with the sacrifice. The lobe of the liver is 
Serpent, and the liver is devourer, the male, who is the secret of 
Samael.
  

210. Rabbi Shimon said: That is certainly how it is, and it is good, 
and it is a clarification of the matter and thus are the secret of the 
hidden matters of the sacrifice. He first takes the liver, together with 
its lobe, which are Samael and SERPENT his mate, and all those 
arteries that are in the liver are their hosts and encampments, and 
their receiving is that they devour the fatty parts and the fat of the 
sacrifice, as it is written: "and the fat that is upon them" (Shemot 
29:22). And then everything is offered to the heart.
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211. And the heart does not receive from the whole of the sacrifice, 
but only from the confession made with it, which ascends with the 
smoke and the prayer that is made over the sacrifice. 
SUBSEQUENTLY, the heart offers to the brain the desire of the 
unification of the priests in it and the rejoicing of the Levites. This 
brain, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, is the light that comes from the Divine 
Brain, WHICH IS FATHER AND MOTHER, and the DIVINE Brain offers 
to the All-Hidden who is Completely Unknown, THAT IS, KETER, and 
everything is interconnected. And the brain, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, 
offers pleasure to all, TO ALL THE HEAVENLY BEINGS.
 

 

212. The arteries that are in the liver, these are the personages, 
NAMELY THE ANGELS OF THE EVIL FORCES, and all these are their 
hosts. The liver is as we said, THAT IS SAMAEL, while the lobe OF 
THE LIVER, which is feminine, is his female. And why IS IT CALLED 
'lobe' (Heb. yoteret, derived from left-over)? It is because it does not 
join together with the male, WHICH IS SAMAEL, unless it has some 
spare time left over after the prostitution in which it engages, and 
after it leaves him. YOTERET MEANS LEFT OVER, FOR SHE LEAVES 
THE MALE, AND MAKES HIM INTO A LEFT-OVER, AFTER ALL HER 
FORNICATIONS. Again, the female is, therefore, CALLED 'yoteret', 
for when she wants to join together with a man TO MAKE HIM SIN, 
she first of all becomes for him as left-overs, without any 
importance, NAMELY WITHOUT THE POWER TO RULE OVER MAN, 
FOR THE START OF A SIN IS AS THE BREADTH OF A HAIR. Later 
she draws close to him, little by little, until she is in one union with 
him, AND HE CAN NO LONGER SEPARATE HIMSELF FROM HER. 
And from those arteries that are in the liver, other forces of a number 
of types spread out, and they all take the limbs and the fats THAT 
ARE BURNT ON THE ALTAR AT NIGHT, and all of them are included 
in the liver, WHICH IS SAMAEL.
 

 

213. And the heart, which is the main thing in holiness, NAMELY 
MALCHUT, takes and offers to the brain as we have learned. The 
heart rests over the two kidneys, WHICH ARE NETZACH AND HOD, 
and they are two Cherubs, who are advisers, IN THE SECRET OF 
THE ADVISING KIDNEYS. THAT IS TO SAY THEY ARRANGE THE 
EMANATION THAT DESCENDS FROM ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT 
IN THE SECRET OF THE HEAVENS THAT GRIND THE MANNAH FOR 
THE RIGHTEOUS, WHICH ARE THE RIGHTEOUS ONE AND 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, NAMELY YESOD AND MALCHUT. And they are 
far and near, right and left. FOR WHEN NETZACH, WHICH IS RIGHT, 
IS IN CONTROL THEY ARE NEAR, BUT WHEN HOD, WHICH IS LEFT, 
IS IN CONTROL THEY ARE FAR. And all of them take and eat FROM 
THE LIGHT OF THE MATING WHICH IS BY THEIR SACRIFICE, each 
one as befits it, until everything is tied together as one.
 

 

214. "The sacrifices of Elohim are a broken spirit" (Tehilim 51:19). 
This, namely a broken spirit, confession, and prayer is an approach 
offered to the heart. For it is certain that: "and the spirit returns to 
the Elohim who gave it" (Kohelet 12:7), NAMELY A BROKEN SPIRIT 
ASCENDS TO ELOHIM WHO IS MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 
'HEART'. And the liver, WHICH IS SAMAEL, offers it closer to the 
heart, for it HAS BECOME a good advocate for him. And everything 
is one bond in the sacrifice.
  

215. And from the liver, WHICH REPRESENTS SAMAEL, come all the 
diseases and illnesses to all parts of the body and rest in it. But the 
heart, WHICH REPRESENTS MALCHUT, is the purest of all THE 
PARTS OF THE BODY, and from it are derived all goodness, all 
health of all the parts, and all the strength and all the joy and all the 
perfection needed by all the parts.
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40. The sacrifices 
The Faithful Shepherd says that the purpose of the sacrifices is to remove the impure sides and bring the holy sides near. Rabbi Shimon argues that 
God distributes the food of the sacrifices as appropriate - He gives the nourishment of the Torah to those on the side of holiness, and he gives 
ordinary food to those on the Other Side. God takes nothing from the sacrifice other than the desire and remorse of the heart. Rabbi Shimon says 
that the priest is the brain, the Levite is the heart, and Yisrael is the body. The Faithful Shepherd continues the discussion with a higher explanation 
of the union effected by the sacrifices, and we learn that those who are like animals were commanded to sacrifice animals for atonement, but that 
those who are like angels offer up their good deeds instead. Moses talks about the Prime Cause, Ein Sof, saying that the four elements have no 
proximity to one another except when He is among them, and saying that the sacrifices draw them close to Him. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)

216. The Faithful Shepherd said: THE PURPOSE OF the sacrifices is 
to remove the impure sides and bring the holy sides near. And we 
learnt in the First compilation that among the arteries of the liver, 
WHICH ARE THE SOLDIERS OF SAMAEL, AS ABOVE, there are large 
ones and there are those that are both large and small, and they 
spread out from there in a number of directions, and they take the 
parts and the pieces and fats that are devoured on the altar the 
whole night, for the whole of the sacrifice belongs to Hashem, AND 
THE OTHER SIDE TAKES ONLY THE PARTS AND THE FATS.
 

 

217. The holy luminary, THAT IS, RABBI SHIMON, said, O, Faithful 
Shepherd, did you not say before that the only purpose of the 
sacrifices of the Holy One, blessed be He, is to draw close the Yud to 
the Hei and the Vav to the Hei? Nevertheless, although all the 
sacrifices have to be offered before him, BEFORE THE HOLY ONE, 
BLESSED BE HE, and He distributes the foodstuffs of the sacrifices 
to all the various camps, to each as befits him. To the mental ones, 
namely ON THE SIDE OF HOLINESS, HE GIVES the nourishment of 
the Torah, and drinks of the wine and water of the Torah, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN THAT IS CALLED 
'TORAH', BY WHICH ALL THE LIGHTS ARE CORRECTED. To the 
natural ones, which are the demons who are like people, NAMELY 
THE OTHER SIDE, He gives them natural foodstuffs, and their fire 
descends to devour them, NAMELY THE ILLUMINATIONS COMING 
FROM THE LEFT COLUMN OF SEPARATION, WITHOUT THE 
RECONCILING OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN THAT IS CALLED 
'TORAH'.
 

 

218. And this is as the sages taught. If Yisrael is meritorious, He 
would descend like a lion of fire to devour the sacrifices, but if they 
were not meritorious, He would descend like a dog of fire. Likewise, 
when a man dies, if he has been meritorious, the image of a lion 
descends to welcome his soul, but if he has not BEEN 
MERITORIOUS, an image of a dog descends, concerning which 
David said: "Deliver my soul from the sword; my only one from the 
power of the dog" (Tehilim 22:21).
 

 

219. And since the Holy One, blessed be He, desired to save the 
bodies of Yisrael from them, and their souls, too, He commanded 
that sacrifices be offered of beasts and bodies in their stead, SO 
THAT THE OTHER SIDE SHOULD NOT HAVE CONTROL OVER 
THEM, BUT SHOULD ENJOY THEM (THE SACRIFICED ANIMALS). 
This is according to the verse: "If your enemy be hungry, give him 
bread to eat, and if he be thirsty give him water to drink" (Mishlei 
25:21). AND THUS WILL THE ACCUSER BECOME COUNSEL FOR 
THE DEFENSE. But the Holy One, blessed be He, takes nothing 
FROM THE SACRIFICE except the desire of the heart and remorse of 
the heart, as it is written: "The slaughtered sacrifices for Elohim are 
a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, Elohim, You will not 
despise" (Tehilim 51:19). They are like earthenware vessels, about 
which it is said: 'After they are broken, they become clean'.
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220. The priest is brain, STANDING FOR ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS 
RIGHT. Levi is heart, STANDING FOR MALCHUT, WHICH IS ON THE 
LEFT. Yisrael is the body, NAMELY THE CENTRAL COLUMN, FOR 
WHEN THE SOULS OF YISRAEL RISE UP TO THE FEMALE WATERS, 
THEY BECOME THE CENTRAL COLUMN, BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN 
AND MALCHUT. And it is said about them: 'The priests at their 
service, the Levites at their stand, and Yisrael at their post'. And if 
the liver, WHICH IS SAMAEL, wishes to offer fatty parts that are 
ritually impure to the heart, he takes only the fat of a ritually pure 
fatty part. For just as in the body there are pure and impure fatty 
parts, clean blood without waste matter and blood contaminated 
with waste matter, the arteries of blood in the heart, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, are the holy hosts, while the arteries of the liver, WHICH 
IS SAMAEL, are the impure hosts. Here also, there are camps of the 
Evil Inclination and camps of the Good Inclination. The latter are 
appointed over the arteries of the heart and the former over the 
arteries of the liver. Similarly, too, there are two types of people: 
Yisrael, WHO IS LIKE THE ARTERIES OF THE HEART, and the other 
nations of the world, WHO ARE LIKE THE ARTERIES OF THE LIVER.
 

 

221. The Faithful Shepherd said to him: What you have said is 
altogether beautiful, but even Yisrael are not all equal, for there are 
among them the sons of royalty, from the side of the holy Malchut 
that is composed of ten Sfirot and all the names of Yud Hei Vav Hei 
and their titles. And there are those that are like slaves, from the side 
of the servant, METATRON, who is "the eldest servant of his 
house" (Beresheet 24:2), NAMELY OF MALCHUT. There are also 
those who are like animals, about whom it is said: "And you, My 
flock, the flock of My pasture, are men" (Yechezkel 34:31). And the 
Holy One, blessed be He, commanded those who are like sheep to 
sacrifice animals in their stead, to make atonement for them. But the 
sacrifices of those who are like angels are the good deeds, over 
which are appointed angels who offer the good deeds before the 
Holy One, blessed be He, in the stead of them.
 

 

222. And those who are the children of Yud Hei Vav Hei, about whom 
it is written: "You are the children of Hashem your Elohim" (Devarim 
14:1). It is because of their sins that the letters OF THE YUD HEI VAV 
HEI become separated, FOR THERE IS NO HEAVENLY MATING OF 
YUD-HEI, AND THERE IS NO MATING OF ZEIR ANPIN AND 
MALCHUT, WHICH ARE VAV-HEI. And their correction lies in the 
Torah, which is the name of Yud Hei Vav Hei, to bring the letters 
together by means of their sacrifice: Yud with Hei, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF THE MATING OF ABA AND IMA, and Vav with Hei, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE MATING OF ZEIR ANPIN AND 
MALCHUT.
 

 

223. And for all the sacrifices, whether OF THOSE WHO ARE animal-
LIKE, or those who are like the ASPECTS OF angels appointed over 
the precepts, or of those WHO ARE OF THE ASPECT of Malchut, or 
of those WHO ARE of the name OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, in all 
cases THE SACRIFICE has to offer to the Holy One, blessed be He, 
THE UNION OF THE FOUR holy letters OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI. 
AND THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, mounts WITH THE FOUR 
LETTERS OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI on the four living creatures of 
the angels, MICHAEL, GABRIEL, URIEL, AND RAPHAEL, WHICH ARE 
THE CHARIOT THAT IS IN BRIYAH. AND THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED 
BE HE rides, WITH THE FOUR LETTERS OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, 
on the four elements OF FIRE, WIND, WATER, AND EARTH, WHICH 
ARE THE SECRET OF CHESED AND GVURAH, TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT, THAT ARE IN YETZIRAH, WHICH IS THE ASPECT OF 
YESOD. From them were created the four natural beings, NAMELY 
CHESED AND GVURAH, TIFERET and MALCHUT, THAT ARE IN THE 
WORLD OF ASIYAH. AND THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, Himself 
brings water close to fire, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE TWO 
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COLUMNS CHESED AND GVURAH; AND THIS IS THE SECRET OF 
YUD-HEI, and the bringing of wind to the earth NAMELY TIFERET, 
THAT IS CALLED 'WIND', TO MALCHUT, THAT IS CALLED 'EARTH', 
THIS BEING THE SECRET OF VAV-HEI. And this is as it is written: 
"He makes peace in his high places" (Iyov 25:2). And so also, HE 
BRINGS TOGETHER THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES OF THE 
ANGELS, namely: Michael, who is considered mental water, with 
Gabriel, who is thought mental fire, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
RIGHT AND LEFT, THE BASIS OF YUD-HEI; and He also brings close 
Uriel, who is air, namely the mental wind, with Raphael, earth, who is 
mental dust, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF VAV-HEI. For the moment 
the Holy One, blessed be He, departs from among them, they have 
no strength.
 

 

224. You might suggest that we have a problem here, since it is 
written that all the sacrifices are to Yud Hei Vav Hei, and ask how, 
therefore, it can be said that there is a separation of the letters OF 
THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, AND THAT THE SACRIFICE NOW COMES TO 
UNITE THEM. HE ANSWERS, This is said about those stages that 
were created and called by His name and not that they are He 
Himself, as it is written: "every one that is called by My name: for I 
have created him for My glory; I have formed him; yea, I have made 
him" (Yeshayah 43:7). And there are the four letters of the Yud Hei 
Vav Hei in Atzilut, containing no separation nor cessation, for they 
are as fountains FOR ALL THE WORLDS, watering the trees. And 
regarding those that were created, NAMELY VIS-A-VIS THE YUD HEI 
VAV HEI ATTIRED IN THE WORLD OF CREATION, THE FOUR 
LETTERS OF ATZILUT are likened, the Yud to a head, the Vav to a 
body, while the two Heis ARE LIKENED to ten fingers.
  

225. But the Prime Cause, NAMELY THE ENDLESS LIGHT, BLESSED 
BE HE, who is over everything, who is called Yud Hei Vav Hei, THAT 
IS, ITS LIGHT IS ATTIRED IN THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, about Him it is 
said: "To whom then will you liken Me, that I should be equal? says 
the Holy One" (Yeshayah 40:25). "To whom then will you liken El, or 
what likeness will you compare to Him?" (Yeshayah 40:18) "For I am 
Hashem, I do not change" (Malachi 3:6). The sins of the creatures 
BELOW do not touch Him, nor separate in Him the letter Yud from 
the letter Hei, nor the Vav from the Hei. For there is no separation in 
Him and it is said about Him. "nor shall evil dwell with you" (Tehilim 
5:5). He rules over all and there is none who rules over Him. He 
comprehends all and there is none who comprehends Him. And He 
is not called by Yud Hei Vav Hei, nor by all the other names, but is 
known by His light that spreads over them, OVER THE LEVELS 
THAT ARE IN THE FOUR WORLDS, ATZILUT, BRIYAH, YETZIRAH, 
ASIYAH. And when He departs from them, He has, of Himself, no 
name at all. "exceeding deep, who can find it?" (Kohelet 7:24).
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226. And there is no light that can withstand His radiance without 
appearing dark, even upper Keter OF ATZILUT, whose light is 
stronger than all of the levels and all the hosts of the upper and 
lower heavens, and it is said about Him, CONCERNING HIMSELF: 
"He made darkness His secret place" (Tehilim 18:12). Concerning 
Chochmah and Binah, IT IS SAID, "cloud and mist are round about 
Him" (Tehilim 97.2) How much more is it so for the other Sfirot and 
for the celestial beings, and the elements that are dead, WITHOUT 
LIFE. He surrounds all the worlds, and none but He surrounds them 
in any direction, up or down or to the four corners of the compass, 
and no one has left His domain for the outside, for He fills all the 
worlds and there is no other that fills them.
 

 

227. He grants life TO ALL THE WORLDS, and there is no other 
Eloha above Him to give Him life, as it is said: "and You do preserve 
them all" (Nechemyah 9:6), and for Him Daniel said: "and all the 
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and He does 
according to His will in the host of heaven" (Daniel 4:32). He joins 
together and unites members of each species above and below, and 
the four elements have no proximity TO EACH OTHER apart from 
when the Holy One, blessed be He, is among them.
 

 

228. Immediately, when those who are called "You are the children of 
Hashem your Elohim" (Devarim 14:1), WHO ARE FROM THE SIDE OF 
THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, sin, He removes Himself from the letters OF 
THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, which are left separated from each other. 
How is this to be corrected? By bringing together the letters in the 
Holy One, blessed be He, Yud to Hei, WHICH IS THE MATING OF 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, Vav to Hei, WHICH IS THE MATING OF 
TIFERET AND MALCHUT. So also: those who are His servants, WHO 
ARE FROM THE SIDE OF METATRON, AND ARE from the side of the 
celestial beings MICHAEL, GABRIEL, URIEL AND RAPHAEL, whose 
sins caused HIS DIVINITY to leave them, how are they to be 
corrected? By AGAIN bringing the Holy One, blessed be He, down to 
them, and to bring them close TO EACH OTHER. So also with those 
who are the four elements, FIRE, WIND, WATER AND EARTH, which 
are CALLED 'the flock of the Holy One, blessed be He', WHO, BY 
THEIR SINS, cause the Holy One, blessed be He, to ascend from 
them, what is their correction? It is to draw them close to the Holy 
One, blessed be He.
 

 

229. And this is why He commanded for all of them a sacrifice to Yud 
Hei Vav Hei, NAMELY IN ORDER TO UNITE THE LETTERS OF THE 
YUD HEI VAV HEI, THAT WERE SEPARATED AND REMOVED, AS 
EXPLAINED ABOVE. "My offerings, the provisions of My sacrifices 
made by fire" (Bemidbar 28:2). Also: "The one lamb you shall offer in 
the morning and the other lamb you shall offer towards 
evening" (Bemidbar 28:4). Elsewhere it is written: "two turtledoves, 
or two young pigeons" (Vayikra 5:7). One goes after its own kind, 
AND JOINS IT. And the Holy One, blessed be He, brings all together 
in this place, for He is the cause of all; there is no Eloha beside Him, 
and none but He is able to bring the forces together.
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230. But the forces of the idol-worshipping nations are from the side 
of Separation. Woe to him who by his sins brings SEPARATION to 
the letters, beings and prime elements, for the Holy One, blessed be 
He, immediately removes Himself from Yisrael, and the idol-
worshipping nations come in among them. THE IDOL-
WORSHIPPERS have no proximity to the Holy One, blessed be He, 
since there are no rapprochement sacrifices outside the Land of 
Yisrael, WHERE THE IDOL-WORSHIPPERS ARE. In this context, the 
rabbis taught: 'He who lives outside the Land of Yisrael is 
comparable to one has no Eloha'. As the Faithful Shepherd said 
these things, all the holy letters FROM ATZILUT, and the holy living 
creatures FROM BRIYAH, and the four prime elements IN YETZIRAH 
AND ASIYAH came down to him, blessed him, and said: "By your 
doing, O Faithful Shepherd, did the Holy One, blessed be He, 
descend upon us, and each kind was drawn close to his own kind. 
You are blessed to the Holy One, blessed be He, by the four prime 
elements. Now everything has been clarified in its rightful place." 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
41. "Delight yourself also in Hashem" 
Rabbi Shimon talks about the scripture that begins with "Trust in Hashem, and do good; dwell in the land, and enjoy security." He once more 
reminds us why, after his promotion to the office of high priest, Pinchas is not named in the killing of Zimri.

231. He began by quoting: "Trust in Hashem, and do good; dwell in 
the land, and enjoy security" (Tehilim 37:3). "Trust in Hashem." This 
is as it should be. "And do good," THAT IS, UNDERTAKE the 
correction of the holy covenant, that you should correct it and keep 
it properly. And if you do this, you will be here in the land, NAMELY 
"DWELL IN THE LAND," and it will receive nourishment at your hand, 
and will flourish at your hand, namely that upper faithfulness WHICH 
IS MALCHUT, THIS BEING THE MEANING OF "ENJOY SECURITY 
(ALSO: CHERISH FAITH)."
 

 

232. And the following verse: "Delight yourself also in Hashem; and 
He shall give you the desires of your heart" (Tehilim 37:4). All this is 
remedied with the correction of the covenant, for once the covenant 
is corrected, everything is corrected. And Pinchas, because he was 
zealous for this covenant, merited everything. And not only that but 
he was defender of all Yisrael, and the verse "You shall delight 
yourself in Hashem" was upheld in him, for he ascended and made 
contact above, with the first light that the Holy One, blessed be He, 
created and then concealed, that same light that Abraham enjoyed 
and with which Aaron the priest was bound.
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233. After PINCHAS was promoted to the office of High Priest, the 
killing of Zimri is not mentioned in connection with him, for it is not 
fitting, in order that he should not be caught up in the tentacles of 
the Other Side, and it is indeed not proper to mention the killing in 
connection with him. Everyone who kills has extensions of the Other 
Side in him, but Pinchas had already become united with the right, 
WHICH IS THE PRIESTHOOD, and had no portion whatsoever in the 
Other Side, which is why HIS NAME is not mentioned here. What 
might have seemed praiseworthy is really a matter of disgrace for 
him, for it would mean a descent from the upper level with which he 
was united. It is, therefore, written: "Now the name of the man of 
Yisrael that was slain, that was slain... And the name of the Midianite 
woman that was slain..." (Bemidbar 25:14-15), without mentioning by 
whom they were slain.
 

 

234. Rabbi Pinchas said, Happy is the generation that hears your 
interpretations of Torah, and happy is my portion that I have so 
merited. Rabbi Shimon replied TO RABBI PINCHAS, Happy is the 
generation in which you and your piety are. While they were still 
sitting appeasing and enjoying each other's company, Rabbi Elazar, 
the son of Rabbi Shimon, came and found them there. Rabbi Pinchas 
commented, this is certainly in fulfillment of the verse: "And when 
Jacob saw them, he said: This is Elohim's camp" (Beresheet 32:3). 
Rabbi Shimon said, Elazar, my son, sit you down, my son, and 
expound to us this verse, and Rabbi Elazar sat down.
 

 

 
 
42. Lighting upon means words of reconciliation 
Rabbi Elazar gives his interpretation of the time that Jacob was on his way and was met by angels of Elohim.

235. He began: "And Jacob went on his way, and angels of Elohim 
met him" (Beresheet 32:2). HE ASKS what is the meaning of "met 
him?" THE ANSWER TO THIS IS that there is a meeting for good, a 
meeting for evil and a meeting for prayer. When Jacob was on his 
way to Charan, what does Scripture tell us? "And he came upon the 
place" (Beresheet 28:11), for he prayed the evening service at that 
place, WHICH IS MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'PLACE', as it is 
written: "And Hashem said, Behold, there is a place by Me" (Shemot 
33:21). For the evening prayer is proper for that place; THAT IS, THE 
EVENING PRAYER IS THE ASPECT OF CORRECTION OF MALCHUT, 
AND THIS IS IN ACCORD WITH WHAT WAS SAID ABOVE: "MEETING 
IS NONE OTHER THAN PRAYER."
  

236. Again. "And he lighted on a certain place" (Beresheet 28:11). 
This means that he spoke words of conciliation, NAMELY AS HE 
HAS ALREADY NOTED: THERE IS NO MEETING THAT IS NOT 
CONCILIATION. "because the sun was set" (Ibid.), the Holy One, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, comes to the moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, the 
husband to the wife. It follows that it is not right for a husband to 
come to his wife without words of appeasement to placate her, for it 
is written: "And he lighted on a certain place" (Ibid.), WHICH MEANS 
THAT HE ADDRESSED HER WITH WORDS OF APPEASEMENT. And 
afterwards: "And he stayed there the night" (Ibid.). But what does 
Scripture tell us about his return from Charan? "met him" (Beresheet 
32:2), NAMELY MALCHUT sent messengers to placate him, so that 
he would come in to her.
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237. "And when Jacob saw them, he said" (Ibid. 3). HE ASKS what is 
the meaning of "when Jacob saw them"? THE ANSWER IS THAT 
they were the daytime angels OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS CALLED 
'DAY', and the night time angels OF MALCHUT, WHO IS CALLED 
'NIGHT'. They were hidden from him and subsequently revealed to 
him, which is why it is written: "when Jacob saw them." The verse 
continues: "This is Elohim's camp." From here we know that there 
were those of the day and those of the night. Concerning those of 
the night, it is written "Elohim's camp" FOR MALCHUT IS CALLED 
'ELOHIM', and concerning those of the day, it is written: "This," FOR 
ZEIR ANPIN IS CALLED "THIS." And thus the verse continues: "and 
he called the name of that place Machanaim (lit. 'two camps')." And 
now I see here holy camps, NAMELY THE CAMP OF RABBI SHIMON 
AND THE CAMP OF RABBI PINCHAS. Happy is my path that brought 
me here!
 

 

 
 
43. lighting on me as appeasement 
From the words of Rabbi Shimon and Moses as they continue speaking about Jacob's encounter with the angels, we come to understand that there 
were two camps, the daytime angels and the night time angels, and that Jacob could not see them at night. We also learn the difference between 
'coming upon', meaning appeasement, and 'lighting on', meaning union. In the evening prayer a person seeks for Adonai, the Shechinah, with 
entreaties, and he seeks for mercy from God. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)

238. (THIS IS THE CONTINUATION OF RABBI SHIMON'S WORDS, 
PARAGRAPH 208) But 'coming upon' means words of appeasement. 
When the groom comes to the bride, the groom does not unite with 
the bride without words of appeasement, and afterwards he spends 
the night with her. This is the meaning of "because the sun was 
set" (Beresheet 38:11).
  

239. The Faithful Shepherd said: If this is so, what is the meaning of 
"because the sun was set (Heb. ki va)," which is here explained 
homiletically, THAT 'KI VA' IS derived from extinguishing (Heb. 
kviyah), and so "because the sun was set" MEANS WHEN THE 
LIGHT OF THE SUN WAS EXTINGUISHED. However, what we can 
learn from this is that whoever unites with the wife must extinguish 
the lights at night, and that the sages do not advocate sexual 
intercourse by the light of day, but only by night, with modesty. 
When, therefore, does one stay overnight? SCRIPTURE SAYS: When 
the sun has set, namely after the light of the sun has turned away 
from the world.
  

240. For this reason, just as one has to cover oneself up from the 
sun, so does one have to cover oneself from the angels who are the 
Good Inclination on the right in a number of camps, AS WELL AS 
FROM THE ANGELS WHO ARE from the Evil Inclination that goes on 
the left in a number of camps. And so it was that after the morning 
had dawned, Jacob spoke when he saw the angels, FOR AT NIGHT 
HE DID NOT SEE THEM. And there was no one with Jacob, the plain 
man, WHO IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN except for the camps of the 
King and the Queen, WHO ARE CALLED 'THE DAYTIME ANGELS' 
AND 'THE NIGHT TIME ANGELS'. This is why "And he called the 
name of that place MACHANAIM (lit. 'two camps')" (Beresheet 32:3). 
About the daytime angels, WHO ARE OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS 
CALLED 'DAY', it is written: "And when Jacob saw them, he said: 
This is Elohim's camp" (Beresheet 32:3), FOR ZEIR ANPIN IS 
CALLED 'THIS'. And when the night time angels came, NAMELY 
THOSE OF MALCHUT WHO IS CALLED 'NIGHT', who gathered 
around him to protect him, it is said: "And he called the name of that 
place Machanaim (lit. 'two camps')." AND THERE IS NO DIFFICULTY 
HERE, FOR THE VERSE "WHEN JACOB SAW THEM" IS WRITTEN 
ABOUT THE TIME AFTER HE HAD RETURNED FROM LABAN, FOR 
'THERE IS NO 'EARLIER' OR 'LATER' IN THE TORAH'.
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241. THE AUTHOR HERE WISHES TO RECONCILE WHAT HE SAID 
INITIALLY ON "AND HE LIGHTED ON A CERTAIN PLACE," THAT 
"THERE IS NO 'COMING UPON' THAT IS NOT PRAYER" AND WHAT 
HE SAID LATER, NAMELY THAT 'COMING UPON' MEANS 
APPEASEMENT WHEN A GROOM COMES TO A BRIDE...
ACCORDING TO WHICH "AND HE LIGHTED ON A CERTAIN PLACE" 
MEANS THE UNITY OF BRIDE AND GROOM. AND THIS IS WHAT HE 
SAYS: Since prayer is a bride, NAMELY MALCHUT, as it is said: 
"Come with me from Lebanon, my bride, with me from 
Lebanon" (Shir Hashirim 4:8), THUS MALCHUT is here called "with 
me" (Heb. iti). And in the written Torah, it is said about her: "Behold, 
there is a place by me (Heb. iti)" (Shemot 33:21). HENCE 'A PLACE' 
IS MALCHUT, AS IS 'WITH ME'. And since MALCHUT is called 'a 
place' in this world, it is said about her: "And he lighted on a certain 
place, and tarried there all night" (Beresheet 28:11).
 

 

242. And for this reason, she says: "O that I were in the wilderness, 
in a lodging place of wayfaring men" (Yirmeyah 9:1), for then she 
would have been independent, without those who impose an 
obligation on her, and without her groom. And whenever a man 
prays, the Holy One, blessed be He, precedes him and protects her. 
And the secret of the matter is to be found in the verse: "And the 
man (Heb. Ish) wondering at her" (Beresheet 24:21), for whenever 
the word Ish (lit. 'man') is used the reference is to the Holy One, 
blessed be He, as it is written: "Hashem is a man (Heb. Ish) of war": 
(Shemot 15:3). "And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, 
that, behold, Rivkah (Resh Bet Kof Hei) came out" (Beresheet 24:15), 
just as "and his arrow (Heb. habarak, Hei Bet Resh Kof) shall go 
forth like the lightning" (Zecharyah 9:14).
  

243. You might raise the possible objection to the above that the 
rabbis taught that in a gathering of ten the Shechinah is preceding to 
come among them, but does not come for a single one until he sits 
down, AND WHAT DID I SAY? THAT WHENEVER A MAN PRAYS, 
THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, PRECEDES AND RECEIVES HIM, 
NAMELY, EVEN A SINGLE PERSON. HE ANSWERS THAT THE 
EXPLANATION IS AS FOLLOWS: In the case of ten, there is Yud 
(numerical value ten) before Hei; THAT IS TO SAY, IF THERE IS YUD 
HEI, THE MOCHIN OF CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, FOR THE YUD 
INCLUDES THE HEI ALSO, THEN THE SHECHINAH, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF HEI, COMES. In the case of one, which is Vav: IF THE 
VAV IS ALONE WITHOUT YUD HEI, until he sits himself down AND 
RECEIVES THE MOCHIN OF YUD HEI the second Hei OF YUD HEI 
VAV HEI does not come to him. And the secret of the matter is that 
the Hei THAT IS MALCHUT does not come to a place where Yud Hei 
are not. Whoever wishes to unite the letters YUD HEI AND VAV HEI 
must pray with supplications and entreaties, this being the reason 
for the verse: "And I besought Hashem at that time, saying: ADONAI 
ELOHIM, YOU HAVE BEGUN..." (DEVARIM 3:23-24), for Adonai, 
which is the Shechinah, is sought with entreaties, and mercy is 
sought from the Holy One, blessed be He. And up to here IS THE 
EXPLANATION FOR THE EVENING PRAYER.
 

 

 
 
44. "The one lamb you shall offer in the morning" 
The sages taught that one should not pry into the secrets of God or mysteries of the world, and so the secrets of the Torah must be kept covered up 
and hidden from the wicked and the ignorant. We are reminded of the role and importance of Scripture, Mishnah, Talmud and Kabbalah.
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244. "The one lamb (Heb. keves) you shall offer in the morning, and 
the other lamb you shall offer towards evening" (Shemot 29:39 and 
Bemidbar 28:4). And about the secrets (Heb. Kavshi) of the Merciful 
One, the sages have taught: 'Why do you probe into the secrets of 
the Merciful One?', THE MEANING OF WHICH is: Matters that are of 
the mysteries of the world, let them be concealed under your dress. 
Just as clothes cover the body, so also must the secrets of the 
Torah be kept covered up, and this applies even more to the secret 
of the sacrifices, which are like a wife drawing near to her husband, 
WHICH IS WHY A SACRIFICE IS CALLED 'KORBAN', FROM THE 
SAME ROOT AS THE WORD KIRVAH, MEANING NEARNESS.
 

 

245. And just as the proximity of the two of them, OF HUSBAND AND 
WIFE, has to be in concealment, so also must the sacrifice be 
concealed from the wicked, the impudent, the immoral and 
practicioners of incest, who have no shame and no modesty. And 
there are bastards of a number of sorts, children of incest, those 
who have intercourse during menstruation (Heb. Nidah). NIDAH 
MEANS THAT Hei, WHICH IS THE SHECHINAH WHO IS CALLED 
'HEI', has moved (Heb. nad) away from her, and in her place is a 
bondwoman, daughter of a strange El, a prostitute. And this is a 
secret of: "For three things the earth is disquieted...for a slave when 
he becomes king; and a fool when he is filled with food...and a 
handmaid that is heir to her mistress" (Mishlei 30:21-23). For the Hei 
has moved away from its place, which is the queen and is the Good 
Inclination, and in her stead has come in a handmaid, the Evil 
Inclination.
  

246. And the secret of the matter is to be found in the verse: "It 
seems to me there is as it were a plague in the house" (Vayikra 
14:35), namely, the impure blood of menstruation. Just as in the one 
case, OF THE PLAGUE, "then the priest shall shut him up for seven 
days" (Vayikra 13:21), so also in the other: "she shall be seven days 
in her menstrual impurity" (Vayikra 15:19). Happy are the organs that 
are sanctified at the time of intercourse, for they are called 'the wood 
of the burnt offering', for they are engulfed by holy fires from the 
Name Yud Hei Vav Hei, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, who takes hold of 
their fire. And for this reason IT IS WRITTEN: "Wherefore glorify 
Hashem in the regions of light" (Yeshayah 24:15). Thus the 
mysteries of the Merciful One are: "The one lamb (lit. 'secret') you 
shall offer in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer towards 
evening."
 

 

247. And the end of the scriptural text continues: "and a tenth part of 
an efah of fine flour" (Bemidbar 28:5). That is, happy is he who 
draws down from his brain a drop of clean refined flour without 
impurity and waste, AT THE TIME OF THE MATING, and this is hinted 
at in the letter Yud of 'Adonai', AND THAT IS WHY IT SAYS 'A TENTH 
PART' and is inherent in the ten Sfirot. And she is to be "mingled 
with a fourth part of a hin of beaten oil" (Ibid.). That is, it is mingled 
from FOUR, NAMELY, Scripture, Mishnah, Talmud, and Kabbalah, 
ON WHICH THE RIGHTEOUS BEAT THEMSELVES AND SO RAISE 
UP THE FEMALE WATERS FOR HER MATING.
  

 
 
45. The Chariot of Ezekiel 
The Faithful Shepherd tells us about Ezekiel's ten visions of Metatron, and we hear a good deal about the meaning of the color blue and why it is so 
important in the Tzitzit and the Talit. Through the sacred numerical meaning of many words and letters we are led through an explanation of the 
throne and the sapphire stone and the six steps and the four beasts and the four faces. We are told that Metatron includes all the stages downwards 
from above and upwards from below.
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248. When Ezekiel saw the Shechinah among the Klipot, THAT IS TO 
SAY, AMONG THE GARMENTS, he saw with her ten Sfirot, without 
any separation whatsoever, and these are the brain that is among all 
of them. He saw them within the earthly river K'var (Caf Bet Resh), 
NAMELY, THE EARTHLY CHARIOT (RESH CAF BET), NAMELY, THE 
LETTERS OF K'VAR REARRANGED) OF METATRON. That is, "The 
Chariots of Elohim are twice ten thousand, thousands upon (Heb. 
Shin'an) thousands" (Tehilim 68:18). "twice ten thousand" are twenty 
thousand. From this you should deduct two that are missing, AS 
SHIN'AN IS SPELLED THE SAME AS 'SHE'EINAN' (MISSING). 
"(SHIN'AN) THOUSANDS" ARE THE MISSING TWO THOUSANDS. 
Eighteen thousand remain, which is as the number of the eighteen 
(Chet Yud) worlds. THIS IS YESOD, WHICH IS CALLED 'CHAI' (LIT. 
'LIVE' - CHET YUD,), which includes the ten Sfirot, attired in the Tet 
Tet (nine + nine = eighteen) of Metatron (Mem Tet Tet Resh Vav Nun). 
And this Tet Tet is taken from the word totafot (lit. 'frontlets'), about 
which it is said: "and they shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes" (Devarim 6:8). Who are the eyes? They are those above, about 
which it is said: "the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of 
Elohim" (Yechezkel 1:1). These are the ten visions of Metatron, 
whom Ezekiel saw as a candle within a lantern, nine OF THE 
VISIONS being clear, with one being vague.
 

 

249. One vision that he saw at the beginning of those ten VISIONS 
was the one about which it is said: "And above the firmament that 
was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like 
a sapphire stone" (Yechezkel 1:26). Although this VERSE has 
already been explained above, new things have to be said about it.
 

 

250. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to the heavenly 
encampments: 'Anyone who prays, whether he be a mighty man, a 
wise man, or a rich man; if he is mighty in merits BECAUSE HE 
OVERCOMES HIS EVIL INCLINATION; a wise man in Torah; and a 
rich man who is rich in the precepts, do not allow his prayer to enter 
this chamber until there is seen in him these signs: that he has 
applied My corrections to himself.' For this reason, the sages of the 
Mishnah taught: If the rabbi is like an angel of Hashem Tzevaot, let 
people come to consult him in matters of the Torah. IN OTHER 
WORDS, you may accept the prayer of anyone who is impressed 
with these signs in his dress: One sign is that he should be marked 
in his prayer on the blue of the FOUR corners of his fringes, for blue 
is like the firmament, which is Metatron, AND IT WOULD THEN 
FOLLOW THAT HE WOULD BE LIKE AN ANGEL OF HASHEM 
TZEVAOT, whose form is the blue that is in the fringes (Tzitzit).
 

 

251. And for this reason the rabbis set the size for fringes and taught 
about a cloak (Talit) that a minor wears and which covers his head 
and most of his body. This is the same as was said about it: "and a 
little child shall lead them" (Yeshayah 11:6), WHICH ALLUDES TO 
METATRON, THAT IS CALLED 'A LITTLE CHILD'. He leads the four 
living creatures, and includes "The throne had six steps" (I Melachim 
10:19), NAMELY, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD, which are six. And since he is composed of ten, the ten 
Sfirot OF ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT OF ATZILUT attire themselves 
in him, for they, too, are ten. And through him the Holy One, blessed 
be He, appears in His Shechinah to the prophets, for He is composed 
of ten Sfirot. And from the side of the Shechinah, WHICH 
METATRON SERVES AS GARMENT TO, which is the tenth SFIRAH 
and the blue of the fringes, METATRON ALSO appears as the blue of 
all colors, THAT IS TO SAY: ALL THE COLORS WERE INCLUDED IN 
THIS BLUE.
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252. For it, MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'BLUE' (HEB. T'CHELET), is 
the ultimate (Heb. tachlit) objective end of the ten Sfirot, and in it 
"Thus was all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of Meeting 
finished (Heb. Vatechel)" (Shemot 39:32), SINCE IT IS THE 
OBJECTIVE ULTIMATE OF ALL (HEB. TACHLIT) PERFECTION). AND 
THE WORD T'CHELET (ENG. 'BLUE') comes from the root: (Heb. 
calah) Caf Lamed Hei, meaning bride and consumation, as it is 
written: "And it came to pass of the day that Moses finished (Heb. 
calot) setting up the tabernacle" (Bemidbar 7:1). And the Sages set it 
also as Calah (lit. 'bride', 'consummation').THIS IS WHY THE 
SHECHINAH IS CALLED 'T'CHELET' (LIT. 'BLUE'), She is the blue 
flame in a burning candle, which consumes the fatty parts of the 
burnt offerings.
 

 

253. And about it, NAMELY ABOUT THE LIGHT of CHOCHMAH IN IT, 
THAT IS CALLED 'BLUE', Ezekiel said: "the likeness of a throne, in 
appearance like a sapphire stone" (Yechezkel 1:26); and the 
particular virtue of this stone is that, whoever inherits it, the fire of 
Gehenom has no control over him, and there is no flame in the world 
that can damage it, nor any type of metal, FOR IF ONE HITS THIS 
SAPPHIRE STONE WITH A HAMMER, THE HAMMER WILL BREAK 
BUT THE STONE WILL BE UNDAMAGED, AS THE SAGES SAID. It is, 
therefore, quite obvious that water can not harm it. THUS, for 
whoever inherits it the verse "When you pass through the waters, I 
will be with you" (Yeshayah 43:2) will be upheld, and all the upper 
and lower grades of the Other Side are fearful before him. It was also 
for the blue of the sea that it was said: "When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you," for with this special attribute, THE BLUE 
LIGHT OF MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'SAPPHIRE STONE', "the 
horse and his rider has He thrown into the sea" (Shemot 15:1), for it 
is the one appointed over Egypt WHO DROWNED IN THE SEA IN 
THE STRENGTH OF THIS BLUE LIGHT.
 

 

254. From this BLUE color the upper and lower beings are fearful; 
the encampments of the sea are fearful of it, and the encampments 
of the firmament, which is blue, hold it in awe, as do the 
encampments of the blue fires of Gehenom, NAMELY THE BLUE OF 
THE OTHER SIDE.
 

 

255. And this blue is Judgment, FOR THE NAME OF MALCHUT IS 
'ADONAI', THE LETTERS OF WHICH CAN BE REARRANGED AS 
DINA (LIT. 'LAW'), and this is the secret of the ruling that the law of 
the kingdom is indeed the law. The Talit (prayer-shawl) has two 
colors: white and blue, and in respect to these two colors it is said: 
"and there was under his feet a kind of paved work of sapphire 
stone" (Shemot 24:10). Livnat (lit. 'paved work') is the white (lit. 
'lavan') of the sapphire, because the sapphire is composed of two 
colors, which are Mercy and Judgment, namely white, WHICH IS 
MERCY, and black, from which comes the darkness of the blue. And 
the sages hinted at THESE two colors when they asked: 'From what 
time in the morning may the Sh'ma Yisrael be recited? As soon as 
one can distinguish between blue and white'. For the daughter of the 
king, WHICH IS MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF the recital of 
the Sh'ma, which is the unity of the Holy One, blessed be He, is 
composed of these two colors, WHITE AND BLUE, which are the Yud 
Hei Vav Hei Adonai. THE YUD HEI VAV HEI IS THE SECRET OF 
WHITE, WHILE ADONAI IS THE SECRET OF BLUE, THUS 
COMBINING Mercy and Judgment. Similarly, the Holy One, blessed 
be He, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, is composed of two colors, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF YUD HEI VAV HEI ADONAI, being Mercy and 
Judgment, namely the Throne of Mercy and the Throne of Judgment.
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256. "the likeness of a throne, in appearance like a sapphire 
stone" (Yechezkel 1:26): HE ASKS IF THE SAPPHIRE STONE IS THE 
BLUE OF THE FRINGES, what, then, is "the likeness of a throne"? 
HE ANSWERS THAT it is to parallel the throne that has 72 bridges, 
NAMELY 72 LIGHTS FROM THE NAME OF 72. So should a person be 
noted for the 72 knots and links in his fringes, paralleling the 72 
bridges of the throne. These are the eighteen knots and links on 
each side OF THE FOUR CORNERS OF HIS GARMENT, THAT IS, 
FIVE KNOTS AND THIRTEEN LINKS, AND FOUR TIMES EIGHTEEN IS 
72. For the throne which is Hei, NAMELY MALCHUT, is on each 
corner, in the four living creatures of the throne, and they are four, 
PARALLEL TO THE FOUR CORNERS OF HIS RAIMENT.
 

 

257. And the six steps of the throne, which are Vav (numerical value 
= six), which is Metatron, include four living creatures, as it is said: 
"and a little child shall lead them" (Yeshayah 11:6), they being 
Michael, Gabriel, Nuriel and Raphael. And Metatron is "The throne 
had six steps" (1 Melachim 10:19), WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD, EACH OF WHICH IS COMPOSED 
OF A HUNDRED, totaling six hundred in all. Tzitzit (lit. 'fringes'), 
WHEN WRITTEN OUT FULL, with two Yuds, has the numerical value 
OF SIX HUNDRED. And if THE WORD TZITZIT is written in the 
abbreviated SPELLING, with one Yud omitted, then the Chirik (vowel 
"i") IS LIKE A YUD AND makes up for its omission. And on each side 
of the four corners of his garment there is a fringe WITH THE 
NUMERICAL EQUIVALENT OF 600, which, together its the thirteen 
links, makes 613.
 

 

258. Again, "The throne had six steps": ARE VAV, and with the inner 
meaning of ITS BEING SPELT OUT IN FULL, is Vav Aleph Vav, its 
numerical value is 13. AND THIS VAV ALEPH VAV is hinted at in 
three words OF THE COMBINATION OF 72 WORDS INCLUDED IN 
THE THREE VERSES: "(Heb. Vayisa) And the angel Elohim, who 
went before the camp of Yisrael, removed... (Heb. Vayavo) and it 
came between... (Heb. Vayet) And Moses stretched out..." (Shemot 
14:19-21). And these THREE WORDS are Vav Hei Vav, Aleph Nun 
Yud, Vav Hei Vav, THE INITIAL LETTERS OF WHICH ARE: VAV, 
ALEPH, VAV. AND THERE ARE Hei (= five) knots ON THE FRINGE, 
namely on each side OF THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE GARMENT. 
AND THE COMPLETION OF HEI, WHICH IS Aleph, is the garment 
itself, WHICH IS one for all of them. And with the letter Hei THAT IS 
JOINED WITH THE VAV ALEPH VAV, THAT AMOUNTS TO 13, the 
total comes to chai (= eighteen), which is the Tet Tet (nine + nine = 
eighteen) OF METATRON. AND EIGHTEEN, CHAI, HINTS AT 
CHAYAH, A LIVING CREATURE, one of which is on each side OF 
THE FOUR CORNERS, AND WHICH IS made up of four living 
creatures, FOR THE FOUR CORNERS COMPRISE EACH OTHER, 
each living creature having four countenances and four wings, 
making A TOTAL OF thirty-two countenances and wings, all of which 
are dependent on the FOURTH OF THE FOUR living creatures that is 
THE FACE OF a man, NAMELY A MAN WEARING FRINGES.
 

 

259. And these, THE FRINGES, are 32 in number, AS EXPLAINED 
ABOVE, as is the numerical value of Yud Vav Dalet, Hei Aleph, Hei 
Aleph, their complement being Vav Aleph Vav, namely thirteen links 
of each of the four corners. And the Vav Aleph Vav unites with all the 
four living creatures OF THE FOUR CORNERS, and completes THE 
NAME YUD VAV DALET, HEI ALEPH, VAV ALEPH VAV, HEI ALEPH 
above IN ZEIR ANPIN and MALCHUT OF ATZILUT, and completes it 
below IN THE LIVING CREATURES. For the purpose of the Central 
Column, which is Metatron, is to complete above like Tiferet OF 
ATZILUT, for METATRON'S name is as that of his Master, TIFERET, 
in whose image and according to whose likeness he was created. 
For he, METATRON, includes all the stages downwards from above, 
SINCE TIFERET AND MALCHUT OF ATZILUT ARE ATTIRED IN HIM, 
and also upwards from below, NAMELY INCLUDING ALL FOUR OF 
THE HOLY LIVING CREATURES, MICHAEL, GABRIEL, NURIEL, 
RAPHAEL and is held in the center, as it is said: "And the middle bar 
in the midst of the boards shall reach from end to end" (Shemot 
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26:28).
 

260. And he, METATRON, is made up of the four countenances and 
the four wings of each of the living creatures above IN MALE AND 
FEMALE, which are Yud Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun Hei Yud, NAMELY 
THE COMBINATION OF THE TWO NAMES: YUD HEI VAV HEI AND 
ADONAI, WHICH ARE ZEIR ANPIN and MALCHUT. "Then (Heb. az) 
sang Moses" (Shemot 15:1), FOR ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF MOSES, has in each of his living creatures four 
countenances and four wings, WHICH IS AS THE NUMERICAL 
VALUE OF THE WORD AZ (=EIGHT). In like manner, there is az in a 
lion, az in an ox, az in an eagle, az in a man, making up thirty two 
wings and countenances, four times Az.
 

 

261. And these four countenances ARE THE FOUR LETTERS OF Yud 
Hei Vav Hei, and the four wings ARE THE FOUR LETTERS OF 
Adonai, that stand for the four garments of gold, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF ADONAI. And the four garments of white, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, the priest wore to make atonement 
for Yisrael. And they stand for "Adonai, open my lips" (Tehilim 
51:17), WHICH IS SAID AT THE BEGINNING OF THE AMIDAH 
PRAYER. And the prayer ITSELF has in each of the eighteen 
blessings the Yud Hei Vav Hei at the end. Thus Yud Hei Vav Hei 
occurs eighteen times, which makes a total of seventy-two letters, 
which is the same as the numerical value of "And (they) were 
finished (Heb. Vaychulu)" (Beresheet 2:1). AND THIS IS THE SECRET 
OF YESOD, WHICH IS CALLED 'KOL' (lit. 'all'), FOR EIGHTEEN YUD 
HEI VAV HEI are included in the Righteous One that lives forever, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF "VAYCHULU" (BERESHEET 2:1).
 

 

262. And EACH ONE OF the four living creatures CONTAINS the Yud 
Hei Vav Hei Adonai, namely a total of eight LETTERS on each 
direction, that is, a total of thirty-two letters. And there are thirteen 
letters IN THE INITIALS OF THE THREE WORDS, Vav Hei Vav, Aleph 
Nun Yud, Vav Hei Vav, WHICH ARE VAV ALEPH VAV, HAVING THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF THIRTEEN. And thirteen, since the upper 
and lower beings are included in this Vav Aleph Vav, AS EXPLAINED 
ABOVE, completes man, which is the Central Column. FOR THE 
THIRTY-TWO LETTERS OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI AND 
'ADONAI' (ON EACH SIDE, TOGETHER WITH THE THIRTEEN OF THE 
VAV ALEPH VAV, COME TO FORTY-FIVE, THE NUMERICAL VALUE 
OF ADAM (LIT. 'MAN' = 45).
 

 

 
 
46. The four Klipot surrounding the four living creatures 
The Faithful Shepherd tells us about the Klipot that surround the four beasts of Metatron, saying that they are "formless" and "void" and "thin" and 
"the deep." He compares the milling of wheat to remove the bran with the Halachah that refines Torah matters and provides food for the soul. He 
talks about the four archangels who control man's four good elements: water, fire, wind and earth, and the four Klipot: sin, destruction, anger and 
wrath. When these Klipot move away from man the Tree of Life takes control of him. In every part of the body is found water, the firmament, the 
spirit and the earth, and all the parts of the body are open to welcome the spirit. Were the spirit not to blow in the heart, the fire in the heart would 
burn up the whole body.

263. Above, at the Tree of Life, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, there are no 
Klipot, "none might enter within the king's gate clothed with 
sackcloth" (Ester 4:2). Lower down, AROUND METATRON, there are 
Klipot, for he, METATRON, is in the form of the Central Column, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, for when the Holy One, blessed be He, is 
deprived of his Malchut, NAMELY WHEN MALCHUT IS IN EXILE, He 
covers himself with the countenances and wings of His servant, 
WHO IS METATRON, as it is written: "And He rode upon a Cherub 
and did fly" (II Shmuel 22:11), FOR METATRON IS CALLED BOTH 
'CHERUB' AND 'CHARIOT'.
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264. And these Klipot that surround the four living creatures of 
Metatron are: A) 'formless', ABOUT WHICH IS WRITTEN: "a great and 
strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks 
before Hashem" (I Melachim 19:11). B) 'void', ABOUT WHICH IS 
WRITTEN: "and after the wind an earthquake; but Hashem was not in 
the earthquake" (Ibid.). These are two Klipot, WHICH ARE THE 
SECRET of the green KLIPAH and the white KLIPAH of the shells of 
the nut. The former, 'FORMLESS', is the green line, while the latter, 
'VOID', is smooth stones, and is a Klipah as hard as a smooth stone. 
These two Klipot are also represented by the chaff and the straw of 
wheat.
 

 

265. The third Klipah THAT SURROUNDS THE FOUR LIVING 
CREATURES OF METATRON is thin and is represented by the bran 
of the wheat, for here it sticks to the wheat and cannot be separated 
from there without grinding it in the mill-stones, which are 
represented by the grinding molar TEETH in a man's jaw, with which 
matters of Torah have to be ground until they are as fine flour. And 
in a sieve, which is the lips, the waste matter, which is the bran of 
the Torah, is sorted out, until the Halachah is as clean fine flour. At 
that time, the heart and the brain and all those parts of the body 
through which the soul spreads, take that HALACHAH WHICH IS AS 
CLEAN REFINED FLOUR, and the soul lives on it just as the body 
lives on things from the MATERIAL world. "The Elohim has made the 
one as well as the other" (Kohelet 7:14): just as THERE IS food for 
the body, so IS THERE food for the soul, as it is written: "Come, eat 
of my bread" (Mishlei 9:5).
 

 

266. And this Klipah is like the shell that sticks to the kernel of the 
nut, for when the nut is soft the shell separates from the kernel 
without difficulty, but when the nut is dry, it is difficult for man to 
remove it from there, and the difficult problem still remains. For this 
reason, the Holy One, blessed be He, commanded man to return in 
repentance during his youth, before the Evil Inclination makes him 
old, as it is written: "You shall rise up before the hoary 
head" (Vayikra 19:32), THAT IS TO SAY: RISE UP IN REPENTANCE 
before your own old age. And this Klipah is fire, about which is 
written: "and after the earthquake a fire; but Hashem was not in the 
fire" (I Melachim 19:12). The fourth KLIPAH SURROUNDING THE 
FOUR LIVING CREATURES OF METATRON is the deep, NAMELY, 
"AND DARKNESS WAS ON THE FACE OF THE DEEP" (BERESHEET 
1:2). AND THIS IS THE SECRET OF the space that is in the nut, about 
which is written: "a still small voice" (I Melachim 19:12), for this is 
where the King comes, AND ABOUT IT IS WRITTEN: "and out of the 
midst of it, as it were the color of electrum, out of the midst of the 
fire" (Yechezkel 1:4).
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267. And these four Klipot are marked on the four parts of the body: 
in the lung, in which is moisture from which come the adhesions of 
the lung that attach the lobes of the lung to each other and enfeeble 
it, ABOUT WHICH IT IS WRITTEN: "Her feet go down to death; her 
steps take hold of Sheol" (Mishlei 5:5). And there is also the "great 
and strong wind rent the MOUNTAINS," that beats in the lobes of a 
man's lung. This is the wind that stirs up a man's body. THIS 
REFERS TO THE FIRST KLIPAH, WHICH, IN EZEKIEL, IS CALLED "A 
STORM WIND" (YECHEZKEL 1:4), and this is the wind that Elijah 
subjugated and on which he ascended on high, as it is written: "And 
Elijah went up by a storm of wind into heaven" (II Melachim 2:11). 
And this WIND bangs against the lung, that imbibes all manner of 
drinks, concerning which is written: "And a wind from Elohim moved 
over the surface of the waters" (Beresheet 1:2). This is a Klipah of 
the Holy Spirit. To the left there is a storm wind. About them it is 
written: "A wise man's heart inclines him to his right hand: but a 
fool's heart to his left" (Kohelet 10:2).
 

 

268. David removed it, THE STORM WIND, from his heart and killed 
it, as it is written: "And my heart is wounded (Heb. chalal) within 
me" (Tehilim 109:22). THAT IS, HE REMOVED THE STORMY WIND 
AND REMAINED WITH AN EMPTY SPACE (HEB. CHALAL) IN THE 
HEART IN ITS STEAD. And for this reason, he was privileged that a 
north wind should blow, NAMELY THE ILLUMINATION OF 
CHOCHMAH FROM THE LEFT, on his lyre, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and 
about it is said: "Thus says Adonai Elohim: Come from the four 
winds, O breath" (Yechezkel 37:9). And he used to play through it 
four types of melody on his lyre: a simple song, which is the secret 
of Yud; a double song, which is the secret of Yud Hei; a triple song, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF Yud Hei Vav; and, a quadruple song, 
which is THE SECRET OF THE FOUR LETTERS Yud Hei Vav and Hei. 
These, TOGETHER, are ten letters, against which David composed 
ten types of psalm: 'HAPPY', MASKIL, 'PSALM', 'A WRIT'... And they 
amount to the 72 countenances, THAT IS 72 LIGHTS, as the value of 
these ten letters OF THE FOURFOLD YUD HEI VAV HEI.
 

 

269. And when do they amount to 72 types of melody, THIS BEING 
THE SECRET OF THE FIRST THREE OF THE 72-LETTER NAME? It is 
when the rule of sin, destruction, anger, and wrath passes, for in 
them does the storm wind beat, on the four sides, adding up to Yud 
(ten) crowns, AS ABOVE. THIS IS SO IN THE FOUR LETTERS OF 
YUD HEI VAV HEI, IN THE DOUBLE, TRIPLE, AND QUADRUPLE 
SONG. THEY ARE TEN LETTERS ADDING UP TO A TOTAL OF 72, 
AND THEY THEN SUBJUGATE 72 nations, WHICH ARE THE 
SEVENTY NATIONS, PLUS EDOM AND ISHMAEL, as it is written: 
"but when the wicked perish, there is jubilation" (Mishlei 11:10) 
SINCE, WHEN THE FOUR KLIPOT OF SIN, DESTRUCTION, ANGER, 
AND WRATH PERISH, THE FIRST THREE ARE REVEALED, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF JUBILATION, NAMELY 72 TYPES OF MELODY.
 

 

270. For Michael, Gabriel, Nuriel, and Raphael, WHO ARE THE 
LIVING CREATURES OF THE CHARIOT, control man's four good 
elements, which are water, fire, wind and earth, WHICH ARE THE 
SECRET OF CHESED AND GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT, each 
one of them having four countenances: LION, OX, EAGLE, MAN. And 
sin, destruction, anger, and wrath are dependent on white gall, which 
is the lung in which they make an adhesion, and on the red gall that 
is in the liver that turns red with Mars (Heb. Ma'adim, from 'red'); and 
on the green gall (Heb. marah) that is attached to the liver, which is 
the sword of the Angel of Death, about which it is said: "her end is 
bitter (Heb. marah) as wormwood, sharp as a two edged 
sword" (Mishlei 5:4); and on the black gall which is Lilit, WHICH IS 
THE PLANET (Heb. Shabtai) Saturn, which is controlled by the 
spleen, which is melancholia, lower Sheol, poverty and darkness, 
weeping and mourning and starvation.
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271. Immediately, when these FOUR Klipot move away from man, the 
Tree of Life takes control over him with 72 countenances OF THE 
ILLUMINATION OF MALCHUT, NAMELY, THE FOURFOLD YUD HEI 
VAV HEI THUS: Yud, Yud Hei, Yud Hei Vav, and Yud Hei Vav Hei, 
THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF WHICH IS 72. Thus there are ten 
LETTERS, suspended from the four winds, which are THE FOUR 
LETTERS OF THE Yud Hei Vav Hei, about which it is said: "Thus 
says Adonai Elohim: Come from the four winds, O breath (Heb. 
Ruach)." This is the spirit of Messiah, about whom it is said: "And 
the (Heb. Ruach) spirit of Hashem shall rest upon him" (Yeshayah 
11:2), WHICH IS THE SPIRIT OF MALCHUT, when YUD HEI VAV HEI, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, blows in the right auricle of the heart, where 
Chochmah from the side of Chesed is, in which one who wants to 
gain wisdom will move to the south with wisdom. And Chesed blows 
in Binah, AND THEN IN ZEIR ANPIN, AND THEN IN MALCHUT. WHEN 
IT BLOWS in Chochmah, it is Yud; when in Binah, Hei; when in 
Tiferet, Vav; and when in Malchut it is Hei. The Yud Hei Vav Hei, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, knocks on all four OF THESE SFIROT AND 
BECOMES FOUR COMBINATIONS. WHEN BEATING IN CHOCHMAH, 
HE IS YUD; WHEN BEATING IN BINAH, YUD HEI; WHEN BEATING IN 
TIFERET, YUD HEI VAV; AND WHEN IN MALCHUT, YUD HEI VAV 
AND HEI, making a total of ten LETTERS, PARALLELING THE TEN 
SFIROT. AND THEIR NUMERICAL VALUE IS 72, WHICH IS 
CHOCHMAH, NAMELY the thought of the heart.
 

 

272. Yud-Vav-Dalet, Hei-Aleph, Vav-Aleph-Vav, Hei-Aleph HAS THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF 45, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, whose right is 
water, and is the great hand, NAMELY CHESED AND THE RIGHT 
COLUMN. His left is fire, which is the strong hand, NAMELY 
GVURAH AND THE LEFT COLUMN. In the Central Column THAT IS 
BETWEEN THEM, He is the uplifted hand, NAMELY TIFERET, WHICH 
IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, which is the Holy Spirit. And He has 
altogether Yud-Hei, FOR HE HAS THE MOCHIN OF THE FIRST 
THREE FROM YUD-HEI.
 

 

273. "Wherever the spirit was minded to go, they moved... for the 
spirit of the living creature was in the wheels" (Yechezkel 1:20). 
Water and fire are directed by the SPIRIT, for it grips both of them 
and throbs on the arteries of the brain, which is water, AND IS 
CHOCHMAH, and on the arteries of the heart, which is fire, AND IS 
BINAH. AND THE PLACE OF the spirit (wind) is in the lobes of the 
lung, AS ABOVE.
  

274. In every part of the body are to be found THESE FOUR, NAMELY 
the wheels of the sea of the Torah, WHICH IS WATER, and the 
wheels of the firmament, which is fire, all of them ascending and 
descending in it, IN THE BODILY PART, FOR THE WATER, WHICH IS 
RIGHT AND CHESED DESCENDS, WHILE THE FIRE, WHICH IS THE 
LEFT AND GVURAH, ASCENDS. FOR THE LEFT ILLUMINATES ONLY 
UPWARDS FROM BELOW, WHILE it, the spirit, WHICH IS TIFERET 
AND THE CENTRAL COLUMN, has its place IN THE CENTER 
between the firmament and the sea, WHICH ARE THE LEFT AND THE 
RIGHT. And its tool OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS TIFERET, is the Earth, 
WHICH IS DUST, which is the Shechinah.
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275. And just like the birds, who spread their wings against the wind 
so that they can fly with it, so also all the parts of the body are open 
at a number of sources, at a number of joints, a number of arteries, a 
number of compartments of the heart and a number of areas of the 
brain, in order to welcome THE SPIRIT WHICH IS THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN. Were it not to blow in the compartments of the heart, the 
fire that is in the heart, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE LEFT 
COLUMN, would burn up the whole body. THAT IS TO SAY: WERE IT 
NOT FOR THE CENTRAL COLUMN WHICH IS CALLED 'WIND', 
UNITING THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT WITH EACH OTHER, THE 
JUDGMENT OF THE LEFT SIDE, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
FIRE THAT IS IN THE HEART, WOULD BURN UP THE WHOLE BODY. 
FOR THE ILLUMINATION OF THE LEFT WITHOUT THE RIGHT IS 
HARSH AND BITTER JUDGMENT. And a number of ladders, 
NAMELY STEPS and compartments from the arteries of the aorta 
and trachea, are all corrected with it, WITH THE WIND, WHICH IS THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN.
 

 

 
 
47. Voice and Speech 
We learn how speech arises through the body, and the effect of speaking the Sh'ma Yisrael and the Amidah. The Faithful Shepherd talks about the 
speech and silence of the beasts of fire in Ezekiel's vision.

276. When speech rises, THAT IS TO SAY, AT THE BEGINNING OF 
THE FORMATION OF SPEECH IN A MAN, to the lobes of the lung, it 
there becomes a voice. At that time, IT IS SAID: "for a bird of the sky 
shall carry the sound" (Kohelet 10:20). "The voice of Hashem is upon 
the waters" (Tehilim 29:3) BECAUSE IT ASCENDS from the side of 
the water, WHICH IS THE RIGHT, which is the brain, where it ascends 
through the lobes of the lung. "The voice of Hashem hews out 
flames of fire" (Ibid. 29:7) from the side of the heart, WHICH IS THE 
LEFT, WHICH IS FIRE. AND WHEN THE VOICE emerges from the 
mouth, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, it is called 'speech'.
 

 

277. And just as there are two lobes (lit. 'wings') to the lung, 
NAMELY THE TWO HALVES OF THE LUNG that open up to welcome 
the voice as it is written: "Thus were their faces: and their wings 
were divided upwards" (Yechezkel 1:11), FOR THE LOBES OF THE 
LUNGS ARE SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER, so also are the lips 
TWO IN NUMBER that take the speech and cast it upwards.
 

 

278. And just as there are five lobes to the lung, NAMELY FIVE 
DIVISIONS IN THE TWO HALVES OF THE LUNG, all of them being 
open without an adhesion to receive this voice, so must there be five 
corrections in the mouth, all of them open without adhesions, and 
the five corrections are: the guttural LETTERS ALEPH CHET HEI 
AYIN THAT ARE FORMED in the throat; the labial LETTERS BET VAV 
MEM PE THAT ARE FORMED with the lips; and the LETTERS GIMEL 
YUD CAF KOF THAT ARE FORMED IN THE ROOF OF THE MOUTH; 
DALET TET LAMED NUN TAV THAT ARE FORMED on the tongue; 
and ZAYIN SAMECH SHIN RESH TZADIK by the teeth.
  

279. And speech will be in them, IN THE FIVE EMISSIONS OF THE 
MOUTH, without any adhesion or hindrance, as it is written: "And it 
came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rivkah 
came out" (Beresheet 24:15), WHERE RIVKAH is the prayer, that is 
speech. For this reason have we learned: If the prayer is fluent in my 
mouth, I know that it has been accepted. But if there is an adhesion 
and it comes out with a hindrance, I know that my prayer is in 
disorder, BECAUSE there is an adhesion in the lung, which is 
defective.
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280. And this voice refers to the Sh'ma Yisrael, NAMELY THE UNITY 
OF THE SIX WORDS OF THE SH'MA YISRAEL, WHICH IS THE UNITY 
OF ZEIR ANPIN, CALLED 'VOICE'. On this: "I heard the noise of their 
wings" (Yechezkel 1:24). When Yud Hei Vav Hei, ZEIR ANPIN, who is 
voice, emerges to welcome the Shechinah with whispered prayer, 
which is speech, NAMELY MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'SPEECH', of 
which IT IS SAID: "Adonai, You, open my lips" (Tehilim 51:17), all the 
parts, NAMELY ALL THE 248 LIGHTS OF CHESED OF ZEIR ANPIN, 
WHICH ARE CALLED 'THE 248 PARTS OF THE BODY', their wings, 
NAMELY MALCHUT WHICH IS IN EACH PART, are all of them 
opened by the 248 words in the four sections of the recital of the 
Sh'ma Yisrael, in which the voice descends.
 

 

281. And when THE VOICE descends TO WELCOME the SHECHINAH 
IN THE AMIDAH (ENG. 'STANDING') PRAYER, a number of birds 
chirp with it, THEY BEING THE SECRET TO THE 248 LIGHTS OF THE 
SHECHINAH, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF SPEECH. AND FOR THIS 
REASON THEY CHIRP, all of them, in a number of types of melody 
on the parts of the body, WHICH ARE THE 248 LIGHTS OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, which are the branches of the tree, and on all the wings that 
are in all the parts, NAMELY ON MALCHUT WHICH IS IN EACH 
PART, WHICH IS CALLED 'WING'. For there is the lodging-place of 
the bird that is called 'Adonai', NAMELY MALCHUT. FOR THE 248 
LIGHTS OF MALCHUT DWELL ON THE ASPECT OF THE WING THAT 
IS IN EACH OF THE 248 LIGHTS OF ZEIR ANPIN, FOR EACH 
ASPECT RECEIVES FROM THE ONE THAT IS PARALLEL TO IT 
ABOVE. For on each of the branches of ZEIR ANPIN, MALCHUT is 
open to her husband, THIS BEING THE SECRET OF "Adonai, You, 
open my lips," which is opening TO ZEIR ANPIN with the 'Amidah' 
prayer. For there is not one of the 248 parts of the Shechinah that is 
not open to receive ZEIR ANPIN. This is why THE SHECHINAH is 
called 'the talk of the ministering angels', BECAUSE IT IS THE 
ASPECT OF SPEECH, and it is the chirping of the birds, who are the 
souls resting on the limbs OF THE SHECHINAH, WHICH ARE 
CALLED 'BIRDS'. And it is 'the talk of palm trees', which are the 
branches of the tree THAT ARE THE LIMBS OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH 
ARE IN THE ASPECT OF PINIONS IN EACH BRANCH, FOR THERE 
RESTS ADONAI, WHO IS SPEECH.
 

 

282. And at the time, when Yud Hei Vav Hei descends to Adonai, in 
every one of the parts OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, IT EMITS TO THE PARALLEL PART OF MALCHUT WHICH IS 
'ADONAI', and it is said about them: "when they stood still, they let 
down their wings" (Yechezkel, 1:24). "WHEN THEY STOOD" HINTS 
AT THE UNITY OF THE AMIDAH PRAYER, FOR THEN THE WINGS, 
WHICH ARE PARTS OF MALCHUT, ARE AT REST. And this is the 
secret of 'electrum' (Heb. Chashmal), WHICH IS THE LETTERS OF 
SILENT AND SPEAKING LIVING CREATURES OF FIRE. These living 
creatures of fire are sometimes quiet (Heb. Chashot) and sometimes 
speaking (Heb. Memalelot), and the sages of the Mishnah said: 'As 
we learnt in the Mishnah, When speech comes forth from the mouth 
of the Holy One, blessed be He, they are silent and when no speech 
comes forth from the mouth of the Holy One, blessed be He, they 
speak'. THE MEANING OF THIS IS THAT at the time when speech 
and voice are united together THAT IS, ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, 
which are THE COMBINATION: Yud Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun Hei Yud 
DURING THE AMIDAH PRAYER, they are silent. But when their 
countenances, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN, and their 
wings, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, are divided --- when 
Yud Hei Vav Hei is separated from Adonai, He, THE YUD HEI VAV 
HEI, is to be found in the four countenances of the living creatures, 
which are all open. And before THE WINGS OF THE LIVING 
CREATURES, THAT ARE THE ASPECT OF ADONAI AND THE 
ASPECT OF SPEECH, they speak, requesting nourishment FROM 
ZEIR ANPIN, for "in it was food for all" (Daniel 4:18). Adonai WHO IS 
MALCHUT is to be found in the wings of the living creatures, and all 
of them are open to receive from the living creatures.
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283. THE LIVING CREATURES THAT ARE IN YETZIRAH roar with a 
voice that is ZEIR ANPIN, CALLED Yud Hei Vav Hei. And they are all 
on the right, NAMELY WITH CHASSADIM. The Ofanim, WHICH ARE 
IN ASIYAH, chirp in speech, which is from MALCHUT, CALLED 
'Adonai', and they are on the left. In the Serafim, WHICH ARE IN 
BRIYAH, voice and speech become joined, BEING ZEIR ANPIN AND 
MALCHUT, AND THEY ARE in the center, AND THEY ATTIRE 
THEMSELVES IN ONE UNITY IN THE TWO NAMES: YUD HEI VAV HEI 
ADONAI, AND COMBINE ONE WITH THE OTHER: Yud Aleph Hei 
Dalet Vav Nun Hei Yud. About them IT IS SAID: "And let fowl 
fly" (Beresheet 1:20), AND ALSO: "Then one of the Serafim flew to 
me" (Yeshayah 6:6), THE REFERENCE BEING TO METATRON. And it 
is said about them: "for a bird of the sky shall carry the sound, and 
that which has wings shall tell the matter" (Kohelet 10:20), WHERE 
THE SOUND IS FROM THE SIDE OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI ATTIRED 
WITH METATRON, AND "THAT WHICH HAS THE WINGS SHALL 
TELL THE MATTER" IS FROM THE SIDE OF ADONAI ATTIRED WITH 
METATRON. "Above Him stood the Serafim; each one had six 
wings" (Yeshayah 6:2) is from the side of the letter Vav (numerical 
value = six), which IS ATTIRED IN THEM, AND is the Central Column, 
incorporating right and left, INCLUDING THE SIX SFIROT OF 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD, and it 
includes the six words OF THE UNITY AS EXPRESSED IN THE 
SH'MA YISRAEL. And that is derived from: "with two he covered his 
face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he did 
fly" (Yeshayah 6:2).
 

 

284. FROM "AND I LOOKED" (YECHEZKEL 1:4) TO "APPEARANCE 
OF A MAN" (YECHEZKEL 1:26) IS CONSIDERED TO BE ONE 
CORRECTION, FOR THERE ARE FOUR KLIPOT, WITHIN WHICH ARE 
THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES, AND THE SECRET OF METATRON 
IS THAT VIS-A-VIS THE LIVING CREATURES HE IS THE INNER 
MEANING OF THE FIRMAMENT WHICH IS ABOVE THEIR HEADS 
AND LEADS THEM, WHILE VIS-A-VIS MALCHUT HE IS THE INNER 
MEANING OF THRONE. AND ALL OF THIS IS THE FIRST 
CORRECTION. The second correction is: "and upon the likeness of 
the throne was a likeness as the appearance of a man above upon 
it" (Ibid.), WHERE BY MAN IS MEANT the imprint of the scroll of the 
Torah, NAMELY MALCHUT THAT IS THE IMPRINT OF ZEIR ANPIN, 
WHO IS CALLED 'THE TORAH SCROLL'. And this is: "According to 
the beauty (Heb. Tiferet) of man, that it may remain in the 
house" (Yeshayah 44:13). IN OTHER WORDS, MALCHUT IS 
ACCORDING TO THE TIFERET OF MAN, BUT NOT REALLY TIFERET 
ITSELF. SO ALSO HERE WHERE IT IS SAID "AS THE APPEARANCE 
OF A MAN," BUT NOT MAN ITSELF, IT IS APPLIED TO MALCHUT, 
FOR WHOM METATRON IS A THRONE.
 

 

 
 
48. The recital of the Sh'ma, Tefilin and straps 
The sages taught that reciting the Sh'ma Yisrael twice daily is as good as meditating day and night. The Faithful Shepherd goes over the meaning of 
the number of knots in the prayer shawl, the four passages and the knots in the Tefilin and the length and winding of the straps. We learn that God 
and His Shechinah are the voice and speech of every angel, and that they are in every voice and speech of Torah, and in every voice of prayer and 
every single precept, and in every place of God's rule in the upper and lower worlds.

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/43%20-%20Pinchas.htm (80 of 252)2004/07/07 23:16:20



1

285. The sages taught: 'Anyone reciting the Sh'ma Yisrael morning 
and evening is as though he had observed the saying that "but you 
shall meditate therein day and night" (Yehoshua 1:8).' THIS IS 
BECAUSE THE RECITAL OF THE SH'MA YISRAEL ENCOMPASSES 
RIGHT AND LEFT, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF DAY AND NIGHT. 
HE EXPLAINS, for a prayer-shawl is white, THAT IS TO SAY, THE 
GARMENT OF THE FRINGES IS OF THE ASPECT OF THE WHITE 
THAT IS IN IT AND NOT THE BLUE THAT IS IN IT, and is to the right 
from the side of Chesed; and it is said about it: "Almighty King, who 
sits on the throne of mercy, governs with kindness (Heb. 
chasidut)" (Yeshayah 16:5), and also: "And in mercy (Heb. chesed) a 
throne is established" (Ibid.). The numerical value of Chesed is 72, 
which hints at the 72 links and knots of the prayer-shawl, NAMELY 
FOUR TIMES EIGHTEEN.
 

 

286. And there is a prayer-shawl from the side of Metatron, which is 
the Tet Tet OF METATRON, which includes the eighteen links and 
knots on each corner OF THE PRAYER-SHAWL, I.E five knots 
paralleling the five books of the Torah, and thirteen links, NAMELY 
THE THIRTEEN LOOPS THAT ARE WOUND AROUND THE FRINGES, 
which parallel the thirteen attributes of Mercy mentioned in the 
Torah, about which it is said: There are thirteen exegetical principles 
by which the Torah is expounded, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
THIRTEEN ATTRIBUTES OF MERCY THAT ARE DRAWN DOWN 
FROM THE THIRTEEN EMENDATIONS OF THE BEARD OF ARICH 
ANPIN.
 

 

287. About MALCHUT it is said: "as the appearance of a man above 
upon it" (Yechezkel 1:26), NAMELY THAT MALCHUT has the form of 
Tiferet, which is Tiferet of man upon it from above, and is called by 
the name OF TIFERET, WHICH IS Yud Vav Dalet, Hei Aleph, Vav 
Aleph Vav, Hei Aleph. THIS IS THE INNER MEANING OF THE VERSE: 
"every one that is called by My name: for I have created him for My 
glory; I have formed him; yea, I have made him" (Yeshayah 43:7). 
THEREFORE, "as the appearance of a man from above" is the 
Shechinah, which is as the form of the Central Column, WHICH IS 
TIFERET, with four countenances and ten Sfirot, that make man. 
THAT IS, THE TEN LETTERS YUD VAV DALET, HEI ALEPH, VAV 
ALEPH VAV, HEI ALEPH HAVE THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF ADAM 
(45). And the four faces of Adam are the four SIMPLE letters OF YUD 
HEI VAV HEI, which TOGETHER make Yud Dalet (=fourteen) letters, 
about which IT IS SAID: "and used similes by the hand (Heb. yad - 
Yud Dalet) of the prophets" (Hoshea 12:11).
 

 

288. Again, THE TZITZIT is called 'living' (Heb. Chai = eighteen), 
NAMELY THE THIRTEEN LINKS AND FIVE KNOTS, from the aspect 
of the righteous one, WHICH IS YESOD, in whom, NAMELY BY 
WHOSE UNITY, the Holy One, blessed be He and His Shechinah are 
called by the name 'man'. THAT IS, YUD HEI VAV HEI, SPELLED OUT 
IN FULL WITH ALEPHS, HAS THE SAME NUMERICAL VALUE AS 
MAN where He, the Central Column THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, is YUD 
VAV DALET, HEI ALEPH, VAV ALEPH VAV, AND HAS THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF dew (Heb. tal = 39), while His Shechinah is 
Hei Aleph. And with Hei, the name Adam IS COMPLETED. This is 
because dew is in numerical value equal to Yud Vav Dalet, Hei Aleph, 
Vav Aleph Vav. And this, THE RIGHTEOUS ONE CALLED 'LIVING', 
'causes the dew to fall', WHICH IS YUD VAV DALET, HEI ALEPH, VAV 
ALEPH VAV onto the Hei Aleph, WHICH IS THE SHECHINAH, FOR 
YESOD is the knot of the prayer-shawl, which is eighteen worlds ON 
EACH SIDE, NAMELY FIVE KNOTS AND THIRTEEN LINKS that bind 
together AND UNITE the Holy One, blessed be He, and His 
Shechinah on all sides, with the four corners of the prayer-shawl, 
WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT.
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289. Tefilin are THE ASPECT OF the Left COLUMN, as it is said: 
"Hashem has sworn by His right hand, and by the arm of His 
strength" (Yeshayah 62:8), where "by His right hand" refers to the 
Torah and "by the arm of His strength" refers to Tefilin. The four 
passages IN THE TEFILIN are THE FOUR LETTERS Yud Hei Vav Hei. 
Adonai is a palace for the four letters, WHICH ARE THE FOUR 
PASSAGES in the four receptacles of the Tefilin. The knot of the 
hand Tefilin is the righteous one, who lives forever, WHICH IS 
YESOD, and is the bond between the two of them, BETWEEN THE 
YUD HEI VAV HEI AND 'ADONAI', on the left arm. The knot of the 
head Tefilin is the Central Column, NAMELY TIFERET, by which are 
united together on high the Yud Hei Vav Hei and Eheyeh which are 
Chochmah and Binah, FOR ZEIR ANPIN ASCENDS AND UNITES 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, WHICH ARE CALLED THE YUD HEI VAV 
HEI AND 'EHEYEH', WHERE DA'AT IS MADE.
 

 

290. The recital of the Sh'ma is the unification that is at the center, 
NAMELY THE UNITY THAT IS IN CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, and it 
is held between the fringes and the Tefilin, FOR THE FRINGES, THAT 
ARE OF THE ASPECT OF THE WHITE THAT IS IN THEM, ARE ON ITS 
RIGHT, AND THE TEFILIN ARE ITS LEFT. For all of the passages of 
the fringes and Tefilin are included in the unification of the recital of 
the Sh'ma. And from the side of the Central Column, namely prayer-
shawl and Tefilin, it is said: "And it shall be for a sign upon your 
hand and for frontlets between your eyes" (Shemot 13:16), AND IT IS 
ALSO SAID: "that they make them fringes" (Bemidbar 15:38).
  

291. The letter Shin of the Tefilin is tradition Moses received on 
Mount Sinai, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "And all peoples of the earth shall 
see that You are called by the name of Hashem; and they shall be 
afraid of You" (Devarim 28:10). And it has been taught: What is the 
Yud Hei Vav Hei? It is the head Tefilin, specifically the Shin Shin of 
the Tefilin, THAT ARE VISIBLE ON THEM FROM THE TWO 
EXTERNAL SIDES. The two Shin have the numerical value of six 
hundred. Shin Shin are the six (Heb. shesh) stages CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD THAT ARE IN ZEIR 
ANPIN, WHERE THE RIGHT SHIN IS CHESED, GVURAH AND 
TIFERET, AND THE LEFT SHIN IS NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD. The 
two Shin have seven branches, AS THE RIGHT SHIN HAS THREE 
HEADS, AND THE LEFT FOUR HEADS. TOGETHER THERE ARE 
SEVEN HEADS, OR SEVEN BRANCHES. This adds up to thirteen, 
and together they are 613, BECAUSE SEVEN BRANCHES AND SIX 
GRADES AMOUNT TO THIRTEEN, AND THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 
THE TWO SHIN IS SIX HUNDRED. And there is no precept that is not 
equivalent to the whole of the Torah, IT BEING, THEREFORE, SAID 
ABOUT IT: "AND ALL THE PEOPLES OF THE EARTH SHALL SEE 
THAT YOU ARE CALLED BY THE NAME OF HASHEM... (IBID.)."
 

 

292. Likewise, JUST AS 613 IS IMPLIED IN THE TEFILIN, so each 
precept is the Yud Hei Vav Hei, AS FOLLOWS: The Yud Hei IN IT, 
together with 'My name' (Heb. shmi) have the numerical value of 365, 
THIS BEING THE NUMBER OF THE NEGATIVE PRECEPTS IN THE 
TORAH. Again: Vav Hei IN IT, together with 'My memorial' (Heb. 
zichri) have the numerical value of 248, THIS BEING THE NUMBER 
OF THE POSITIVE PRECEPTS IN THE TORAH. THE TOTAL NUMBER 
OF PRECEPTS IS 613. This is why each precept is equivalent to 613. 
And the sages have taught that the recital of the Sh'ma Yisrael, 
INCORPORATING TEFILIN AND FRINGES contains 613 in the 
fringes, AS TZITZIT IN NUMERICAL VALUE IS SIX HUNDRED, WHICH 
TOGETHER WITH THE 13 LINKS THEREOF MAKES 613. And there is 
also 613 in the aspect of Tefilin, LIKE THE NUMERICAL 
EQUIVALENT OF THE TWO LETTERS SHIN ON THEM AND SO it is 
throughout.
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293. "and they shall be as frontlets": totefet (lit. 'frontlet'), WHICH 
CAN BE SPLIT INTO TWO TET TET AND PE TAV. THE NUMERICAL 
VALUE OF Tet Tet is 'living' (Heb. chai = eighteen) worlds, the 
righteous one, NAMELY YESOD, parallel to which is Metatron, FOR 
YESOD IS ATTIRED WITH METATRON. Pe Tav refers to Tiferet, 
WHOSE LETTERS MAY BE REARRANGED as TAV ALEPH RESH, PE 
TAV (NAMELY A DESCRIPTION OF PE TAV). And Metatron is 
Tiferet's horse; THAT IS TO SAY TIFERET RIDES UPON HIM, for all 
the Sfirot dress up IN METATRON. AT ONE TIME IT MIGHT BE 
TIFERET THAT WEARS HIM, AT ANOTHER YESOD AND AT 
ANOTHER MALCHUT, WHILE AT OTHER TIMES ALL THREE MIGHT 
BE ATTIRED WITH HIM. And so it is that his relationship to them is 
as that of body to soul, and when the Holy One, blessed be He, 
removes Himself from him, METATRON is left dumb, having neither 
voice nor speech. For the Holy One, blessed be He, and His 
Shechinah are the voice and speech of every angel, and THEY ARE 
in every voice and speech of Torah, and in every voice of prayer, and 
in each single precept, and in every place of His rule, in the upper 
worlds and in the lower worlds. He is the life of everything. He 
carries everything.
 

 

294. Just as there is no speech without voice and no voice without 
speech, so is there no 'Adonai' without the Yud Hei Vav Hei. And this 
is true for the world of Atzilut, SINCE THERE NO SEPARATION 
EXISTS BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, WHO ARE VOICE 
AND SPEECH. But in the world of separation, NAMELY IN THE 
THREE WORLDS OF BRIYAH, YETZIRAH, AND ASIYAH, there is 
voice without speech. YET IN ATZILUT THEY ARE UNITED, and the 
knot of the Tefilin, which is Shadai, WHICH IS YESOD, is held by 
them from above and from below, and this is the righteous one, the 
life of the worlds, who is held between voice and speech AND 
UNITES THEM.
 

 

295. At this point, the Faithful Shepherd chanced upon the old man, 
and said: Old man, Old man, the Tefilin and the fringes and the 
section on the mezuzah are three precepts that are incorporated in 
the recital of the Sh'ma Yisrael, and the recital of the Sh'ma is the 
fourth precept. AND THE FOUR CORRESPOND TO CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT, WHERE FRINGES AND TEFILIN 
ARE CHESED AND GVURAH, THE RECITAL OF THE SH'MA IS 
TIFERET THAT UNITES THEM, AND THE MEZUZAH IS MALCHUT. 
Fringes are mentioned three times, PARALLELING THE THREE 
COLUMNS, and regarding Tefilin the word 'sign', WHICH IS YESOD, 
is mentioned twice, ONCE FOR THE KNOT OF THE HEAD TEFILIN 
AND ONCE FOR THE KNOT OF THE HAND TEFILIN. In respect to the 
fringes, the letter Zayin of the word "tiz'keru (lit. 'that you 
remember')" (Bemidbar 15:40), has to be well stressed, FOR THIS 
LETTER ZAYIN (NUMERICAL VALUE SEVEN) IMPLIES MALCHUT, 
WHICH IS THE SEVENTH SFIRAH, AND IS THE SECRET OF THE 
BLUE THAT IS IN THE FRINGE, ON WHICH THE REMEMBERING 
DEPENDS. And on the mezuzah, WHICH IS MALCHUT, the name 
Shadai is on the outside, while Yud Hei Vav Hei is on the inside. THIS 
IS BECAUSE THERE ARE TWO MATINGS, THE EXTERNAL MATING 
WITH YESOD, AND THE INTERNAL MATING WITH TIFERET. THE 
FAITHFUL SHEPHERD CLARIFIED ALL THIS TO THE OLD MAN FOR 
HIM TO UNDERSTAND ON HIS OWN.
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296. THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD ANSWERS THE VARIOUS 
QUESTIONS THAT FACE US. Why are there open and closed 
sections? WHY DOES the fringe have a fixed length and width, for 
the length of each fringe was determined as the size of twelve 
thumbs? WHY was the precept of the blue fixed at one-third twisted 
threads and two-thirds branched untwisted threads? WHY between 
each pair of knots IN THE FRINGES does there have to be A SPACE 
OF a full thumb's breadth? AND WHY SHOULD each link be triple, 
NAMELY THREE LOOPS? Also, why are Tefilin on the brain and 
against the heart? And why is the length of the straps to the heart on 
the left and to the navel on the right? And why does the strap of the 
hand Tefilin have to be wound three times round the middle finger?
 

 

297. HE ANSWERS: But the garment is certainly not important 
unless IT HAS three on three for each side OF THE FOUR SIDES, 
making twelve. And they represent the four garments of white THAT 
PARALLEL ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE FOUR 
LETTERS OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, and the four garments of gold 
THAT PARALLEL MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE FOUR 
LETTERS OF ADONAI, and the four garments of the ordinary priest, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF METATRON. In terms of the blessing of 
an ordinary priest, it is implied 'Let not the blessing of an ordinary 
man be considered lightly in your eyes'. AND, THEREFORE, the blue 
is one-third twisted thread, NAMELY BRAIDED, AS THIRTEEN LINKS 
ARE WOUND AROUND THE FRINGES, FOR IT IS PARALLEL TO THE 
FOUR GARMENTS OF WHITE, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, WHO IS THE ROOT. And two-thirds are branched untwisted 
thread, FOR IT HAS TO HANG LOOSE, LIKE THE BRANCHES ON A 
TREE.
 

 

298. And every link MUST BE triple, MADE UP OF THREE, NAMELY 
OF THREE LOOPS. AND THE REASON IS THAT each tripling is from 
the side of holiness, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE THREE 
COLUMNS, as it is written: 'They proclaim you holy three times'. And 
Yisrael is made up of three parts, NAMELY PRIEST, LEVITES, AND 
YISRAEL in order to SUBJUGATE THE CAPTAINS (HEB. SHALISHIM 
- FROM SHALOSH (THREE)) OF THE OTHER SIDE, AS IT IS 
WRITTEN: "And captains over every one of them" (Shemot 14:7). For 
the fringe is from the side of the Central Column, WHICH IS TIFERET, 
which is the third of the patriarchs, FOR THE PATRIARCHS ARE 
CHESED, GVURAH, AND TIFERET. And everything that comes in 
threes HAS ITS ROOT IN THE 72-LETTER THAT STARTS WITH 'Vav 
Hei Vav', 'Yud Lamed Yud', IN WHICH every word consists of three 
LETTERS. From its point of view, every link is composed of three 
triple loops, AND THE LINK is the Shechinah, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF 'They proclaim You holy three times', and is tripled in 
the Central Column, FOR IT RECEIVES FROM THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN THE THREE COLUMNS THAT ARE IN IT. THUS is it made 
up of the three branches of the patriarchs, NAMELY OF NETZACH, 
HOD, AND YESOD, WHICH ARE THE BRANCHES OF CHESED, 
GVURAH, AND TIFERET, WHICH ARE CALLED 'THE PATRIARCHS'. 
And they are the letter Shin from the word 'Shabbat', WHICH HAS 
THREE HEADS, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF NETZACH, HOD, AND 
YESOD. THE 'BAT' FROM THE WORD SHABBAT ALLUDES TO the 
Shechinah, who is an only daughter (Heb. bat), WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF the link, AND THE SECRET OF the blue that is in the 
Tzitzit.
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299. Happy is the body who is thus marked with the Shechinah and 
the Holy One, blessed be He, through the wings of a precept, 
NAMELY WITH THE THIRTEEN LINKS IN THE PRECEPT OF THE 
FRINGE, and marked with the strap of the hand Tefilin, on the middle 
finger with three loops, which is like a link, wound around with three 
loops round the finger. THIS ALSO PARALLELS THE THREE 
COLUMNS, JUST LIKE THE LINK OF THE FRINGE, AND THERE ARE 
FOURTEEN LINKS. And it is marked with the knot of the Tefilin that 
consists of two knots, THE ONE ON THE HEAD AND THE OTHER ON 
THE ARM, FOR THEY ALSO ARE TRIPLE. And altogether there are 
fifteen triplets, FOR two knots in one knot IS ALSO CONSIDERED A 
TRIPLE, MAKING, THEREFORE, FIFTEEN TRIPLES.
 

 

300. The thirteen TRIPLE links contain 39 loops, as the numerical 
value of the word 'dew' (Heb. TAL = 39), which, together with the 
thirteen links THEMSELVES that have the numerical value of the 
word 'one' (Heb. echad = thirteen), adds up to 'son' (Heb. ben = 52). 
And this hints at the son of Yud Hei, which is the Central Column, 
ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

301. Each knot is in the form of a right palm. Each link is in the form 
of a finger with three joints, paralleling the three loops, and so it is 
that all the fingers have three joints except the thumb THAT HAS 
JUST TWO. And it is the thumb that gives the distance between each 
pair of knots in the fringe, FOR THERE HAS TO BE A SPACE 
BETWEEN THEM OF A full thumb-breadth, and this is the same 
measurement as the nose, the width of the right and left eye, the 
distance between the eyes, the measurement of the right and left ear, 
and of each lip, and of the tongue. "and the curtains shall be all of 
one measure" (Shemot 26:2).
 

 

302. Cubit (lit. 'arm') is the measure of the body in four directions 
and up and down, making six cubits. And each arm has three joints, 
NAMELY THE ASPECT OF THREE COLUMNS, making eighteen 
joints in the six cubits, being the secret of the eighteen wavings with 
WHICH WE WAVE the Lulav in six directions, three in each direction. 
And about them it is said: "This your stature is like a palm-tree" (Shir 
Hashirim 7:8). FOR A PALM-TREE GROWS IN SEVENTY YEARS, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE SEVEN LOWER SFIROT THAT ARE 
IN THE BODY, WHERE CHOCHMAH, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
STATURE, IS REVEALED, AND NOT IN THE HEAD, AS EXPLAINED 
ABOVE. AND THEREFORE THE STATURE, WHICH IS THE SECRET 
OF THE FIRST THREE, IS LIKENED TO A PALM-TREE. And this is 
the height of the stature, THAT IT IS ONLY IN THE BODY, that the 
gathering (Heb. mikveh) of Yisrael WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN BESTOWS 
upon the Shechinah, FOR THE LETTERS OF THE WORD MIKVEH, 
REARRANGED, SPELL 'STATURE' (Heb. KOMAH). THAT IS TO SAY, 
ZEIR ANPIN EMANATES THIS STATURE OF BODY TO MALCHUT. 
AND WE WAVE THE LULAV FOUR TIMES WHEN WE RECITE HALEL. 
This makes four times eighteen, which is 72, FOR THE 72-LETTER 
NAME IS THE ROOT OF THE THREE COLUMNS, AND IS THE 
SECRET OF THE THREE VERSES: "AND THE ANGEL OF ELOHIM, 
WHO WENT BEFORE THE CAMP OF YISRAEL, REMOVED...AND IT 
CAME... AND MOSES STRETCHED OUT" (SHEMOT 14:19-21).
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303. And the secret of the living creatures, their stature IS THE 
SECRET OF THE VERSE: "As for their rims, they were so high that 
they were dreadful, and their rims" (Yechezkel 1:18). "Their rims" 
refers to the four living creatures of the lower Chariot, WHICH ARE 
FROM MALCHUT. "they were so high" refers to the four living 
creatures of the central Chariot, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR 
ANPIN. "and their rims" refers to the four living creatures of the third 
Chariot, THAT ARE FROM BINAH, all of them together being 12. And 
THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES OF THE THIRD CHARIOT are "full of 
eyes round about them four," NAMELY ROUND ABOUT THE FOUR 
LIVING CREATURES OF THE THIRD UPPER CHARIOT, which is the 
secret of Yud Hei Vav Hei; Yud Hei Vav Hei; Yud Hei Vav Hei, THAT 
IS TO SAY, THE SECRET OF THE THREE YUD HEI VAV HEI IN 
'HASHEM REIGNS, HASHEM REIGNED, HASHEM WILL REIGN FOR 
EVER AND EVER'; AND THEY HAVE A TOTAL OF TWELVE LETTERS 
BETWEEN THEM. 'HASHEM REIGNS', WITH THE VOWEL SEGOL (E), 
REFERS TO THE CENTRAL CHARIOT; 'HASHEM REIGNED', WITH 
PATACH (A) TO THE THIRD UPPER CHARIOT; AND 'HASHEM WILL 
REIGN' TO THE LOWER CHARIOT.
 

 

 
 
49. Bowing and standing upright 
The Faithful Shepherd outlines the four occasions when one has to bow and the four occasions when he has to stand upright during prayer.

304. And those of stature are marked with these THREE CHARIOTS 
during prayer. Where would that be? HE ANSWERS: When one 
bows, one should bow at 'Blessed' (the first word of each blessing), 
and when returning to the upright position, one should do so at the 
mention of the Divine. THERE ARE four occasions when one has to 
bow and four when one has to stand upright. ONE HAS TO BOW 
AND THEN STAND UPRIGHT AT THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE 
FIRST BLESSING (OF THE AMIDAH), AND ALSO AT THE BEGINNING 
AND END OF 'MODIM' (LIT. 'WE GIVE THANKS'). By so bowing and 
standing upright, one suggests going to and bringing to Him, to 
whom the four directions belong, and ascending and descending for 
Him to whom the heaven and the earth belong, THE SAME AS WITH 
THE LULAV. These are the six directions: towards heaven and 
towards the earth and to the four points of the compass, which 
parallel the first three blessings, WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH, 
and TIFERET, and the last three blessings, WHICH ARE NETZACH, 
HOD, AND YESOD, MAKING A TOTAL OF 8 BOWS AND AGAIN 
STANDINGS UPRIGHT. And there are four in 'May He who makes 
peace in His high places make peace for us and for all Yisrael', 
namely: bowing and again standing upright to the left and bowing 
and again standing upright to the right, and this is LIKE ONE WHO 
STANDS OPPOSITE HIS MASTER. HIS RIGHT WILL BE HIS 
MASTER'S LEFT, AND HIS LEFT WILL BE HIS MASTER'S RIGHT. He 
THUS offers peace to his left and his right, WHERE HIS RIGHT IS 
OPPOSITE his master's left AND HIS LEFT IS OPPOSITE his master's 
right.
 

 

305. This makes a total of twelve bows and standings upright, 
NAMELY FOUR BOWS AND STANDINGS UPRIGHT AT THE 
BEGINNING AND END OF 'AVOT'; FOUR BOWS AND STANDINGS 
UPRIGHT AT THE BEGINNING AND END OF 'MODIM'; FOUR BOWS 
AND STANDINGS UPRIGHT TO THE RIGHT AND LEFT DURING 
"MAY HE WHO MAKES PEACE." And they contain 72 eyes, FOR 
THERE ARE SIX DIRECTIONS, NAMELY TO HIM TO WHOM THE 
FOUR POINTS OF THE COMPASS BELONG, TOGETHER WITH THE 
HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, AS ABOVE, AND SIX TIMES TWELVE IS 
72. AND BECAUSE THEY DRAW DOWN CHOCHMAH IN THE 
SECRET OF THE STANDINGS UPRIGHT, THEY ARE, THEREFORE, 
CALLED 'EYES'. The six bows contain eighteen movements, three in 
each bow, for one has to bend the head, the back, and the tail, 
LOOSENING the eighteen vertebrae IN THE SPINE, THUS ALLUDING 
TO YESOD, WHICH IS CALLED 'LIVING' (HEB. CHAI = EIGHTEEN), 
AND THE IMPLICATION IS THAT ONE HAS TO INCLUDE YESOD IN 
THESE SIX BOWS. AND THE TWELVE BOWS AND STANDING 
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UPRIGHT amount to 72 AS ABOVE. And these 72 eyes of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, THAT ARE EMANATED TO MALCHUT, 
illuminated the 72 wings of the Shechinah that rises up over them 
and is called 'standing', WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE AMIDAH 
(LIT. 'STANDING') PRAYER. For, initially, MALCHUT was a state of 
prostration, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE BOWING, and has to be 
raised up through the Name of the Yud Hei Vav Hei, AND HAS TO BE 
SET UPRIGHT THROUGH THE DIVINE NAME, through eighteen 
Worlds, WHICH IS THROUGH YESOD, THAT IS CALLED 'LIVING', 
and through the four standings upright in six blessings, which is 
Tiferet, including the first three blessings and the last three 
blessings.
 

306. And one has to bow at the living of the Worlds, NAMELY AT 
THE ATTRIBUTE OF YESOD WHICH IS CALLED 'LIVING'. And this is 
Vav Vav and Vav, for when one bows, one should bow at 'Blessed', 
WHICH IS YESOD THAT IS CALLED 'BLESSED', and when returning 
to the upright position, one should do so at the mention of the Yud 
Hei Vav Hei, which is the Central Column, THAT IS TIFERET, WHICH 
IS CALLED THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, and the Righteous One THAT IS 
CALLED 'BLESSED'. And they are Vav Vav and Vav, FOR TIFERET IS 
THE SECRET OF THE LETTER VAV FULLY WRITTEN WITH VAV 
VAV, WHILE YESOD IS THE SECRET OF THE LETTER VAV WRITTEN 
AS A SINGLE VAV. And these THREE VAVS are alluded to in THE 
INITIAL LETTERS OF THE THREE VERSES: "And the angel of 
Elohim, who went before the camp of Yisrael, removed (Heb. 
Vayisa)... and it came (Heb. Vayavo)... And Moses stretched out (Heb. 
Vayet)" (Shemot 14:19-21). AND THEY ARE THE SECRET OF THE 
THREE COLUMNS OF THE 72-LETTER NAME. The upper Vav Vav, 
WHICH IS TIFERET, is connected with standing upright and with 
bowing down, AND IS THEREFORE WITH TWO VAVs. BUT YESOD, 
WHICH IS CONNECTED WITH BOWING ONLY, HAS JUST ONE VAV. 
And all of them, ALL THE THREE VAVs, add up to EIGHTEEN, 
CORRESPONDING TO THE eighteen blessings of the Amidah prayer.
 

 

307. There are four bows at Adonai, and four standings upright at the 
Yud Hei Vav Hei, which is the Central Column CALLED YUD HEI VAV 
HEI, while the Shechinah IS CALLED 'ADONAI'. The living one of the 
worlds, WHICH IS YESOD, unites them, NAMELY YUD HEI VAV HEI 
AND ADONAI, ONE WITH THE OTHER, making: Yud Aleph Hei Dalet 
Vav Nun Hei Yud, WHICH IS THE LETTERS OF YUD HEI VAV HEI 
AND ADONAI INTERWOVEN. THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THESE IS 
Amen, 91, at THE CONCLUSION OF each of the eighteen blessings 
OF THE SHEMONEH ESREH, WHERE IS YUD HEI VAV HEI. There are 
eighteen times THE FOUR LETTERS OF Yud Hei Vav Hei, AND 
EIGHTEEN X FOUR = 72, WHICH ARE the 72 eyes that illuminate in 
the 72 wings, which are eighteen times THE FOUR LETTERS OF 
Adonai.
 

 

308. And the secret of the matter is in the verse: "As for their rims, 
they were so high that they were dreadful, and their rims" (Yechezkel 
1:18) THAT REFERS TO THE LIVING CREATURES. As for "as for 
their rims" REFERS TO the wings, WHICH IS MALCHUT; "they were 
so high" REFERS TO countenances, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN; "and 
their rims," which are over them IN THE ASPECT OF BINAH, are "full 
of eyes round about them four," for all of them are surrounded on 
the four sides BY THE FOUR LETTERS. AND THERE WOULD SEEM 
TO BE A CONTRADICTION HERE, FOR HE HAS SAID THAT THE 72 
EYES ARE IN ZEIR ANPIN. HE THUS ADDS: And everything is true, 
THAT IS TO SAY, ALL THREE ASPECTS, PINIONS, 
COUNTENANCES, EYES, ARE ALL INCLUDED IN ZEIR ANPIN, 
WHICH IS CALLED 'TRUTH'. AND THE PROOF OF THIS IS TO BE 
FOUND IN THE SAYING 'There are Ayin (lit. 'eye' = seventy) faces to 
the Torah'. THUS THE TORAH, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, HAS EYES 
AND FACES, BUT IN THE PARTICULAR ASPECT, the wings are 
considered Adonai, WHICH IS MALCHUT; the faces are Yud Hei Vav 
Hei, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and the eyes are Eheyeh, WHICH IS 
BINAH. The sum total OF THE THREE NAMES ADONAI, YUD HEI 
VAV HEI AND EHEYEH is Yud Bet Kof (=112), AND THESE THREE 
LETTERS ARE THE INITIAL LETTERS OF THE WORDS YICHUD (LIT. 
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'UNITY'), BERACHAH (LIT. 'BLESSING') AND KEDUSHAH (LIT. 
'SANCTIFICATION'). THE NAME 'Adonai' ALLUDES TO THE ASPECT 
OF action, the Yud Hei Vav Hei at THE ASPECT OF speech, and 
Eheyeh at THE ASPECT OF thought.
 

309. Each and every eye is of the size of a thumb, and this is the 
middling Vav, NAMELY THE ASPECT OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN, 
OF THE ONLY TWO JOINTS, THE UPPER JOINT IS MISSING IN IT. 
For the thumb has but two joints which are the secret of Yud Yud. In 
respect to the nose, THE THUMB IS CALLED 'Vav', NAMELY MIDDLE 
VAV. And in respect to the two nostrils that are in the nose, WHICH 
ARE RIGHT AND LEFT AND NOT AS ONE, THEY ARE CALLED 'Yud 
Yud'. THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE VAV, TOGETHER WITH THE 
TWO LETTERS YUD is Yud Vav Dalet, Hei Aleph, NAMELY 26. And 
this is as in "vayyitzer (lit. 'formed')" (Beresheet 2:7), WHICH IS 
SPELLED AT THE BEGINNING WITH VAV AND TWO YUDS, WHICH 
TEACHES ABOUT THE SIZE OF THE THUMB AND IS THE SECRET 
OF THE CONTROL OF CHASSADIM, WHICH IS THE ATTRIBUTE OF 
THE THUMB. IT IS the size of each measure of Yud Vav Dalet, Hei 
Aleph, WHICH IS THE UPPER THREE SFIROT, whenever THE UPPER 
THREE SFIROT have control in each and every part of the body. 
THAT IS TO SAY, IN EVERY LIMB THERE IS A HEAD AND A BODY, 
AND THE MEASURE OF THUMB WHICH IS CHASSADIM CONTROLS 
THE MEASURE OF THE HEAD OF THE LIMB. Every limb HERE 
MEANS EVERY WHOLE LIMB, such as in "spreads abroad her 
wings, takes them, bears them on her pinions (also: 
'limbs')" (Devarim 32:11). THERE ARE WINGS, WHICH ARE THE 
LOWER ASPECT OF THE LIMB, WHICH IS THE ASPECT OF A 
THREE-JOINTED FINGER, AND THERE IS THE LIMB, AND THERE IS 
THE ASPECT OF A THUMB OF TWO JOINTS, BECAUSE IT IS THE 
UPPER ASPECT WHICH IS THE SECRET OF YUD HEI THAT IS IN IT.
 

 

310. And there is no limb in the whole of his Chariot that does not 
have the form of a COMPLETE limb, NAMELY ASPECT OF HEAD 
AND OF BODY, AS ABOVE, IN THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH, and 
in every place you will find "Thus were their faces: and their wings 
were divided upwards" (Yechezkel 1:11), NAMELY IN THE ASPECT 
OF THE UPPER THREE SFIROT OF THE LIMB, WHERE A THUMB'S 
MEASURE IS IN CONTROL AS THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT OF THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN ARE SEPARATED, AS ABOVE. And this 
corresponds to the open sections (namely the Biblical text leaves 
the line open and continues on the subsequent line) in the Tefilin, 
WHICH PARALLELS THE ASPECT OF THE UPPER THREE SFIROT, 
WHICH ARE SEPARATED, to welcome the Torah, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, AS IT IS THE UPPER THREE SFIROT, NAMELY THE EYES 
AND THE COUNTENANCES, AS ABOVE. And when they are below, 
IN THE ASPECT OF THE SIX ENDS, THERE IS THEN A MATING 
BETWEEN RIGHT AND LEFT OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN, AS WELL 
AS BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, WHICH ARE RIGHT AND 
LEFT. And THEN the sections OF THE TEFILIN are closed (namely 
the next verse in the Biblical text continues on the same line), 
paralleling the Yud Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun Hei Yud that are on 
them, with their faces and their wings, WHICH ARE ZEIR ANPIN and 
MALCHUT, WHO ARE HERE UNITED IN EACH OTHER, AND THUS 
THE SECTIONS ARE CLOSED. AND HERE THEIR FACES AND THEIR 
WINGS ARE NOT SEPARATED, BECAUSE IT IS FROM BELOW, 
WHICH IS THE SIX INTERMEDIATE SFIROT.
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311. And the Holy One, blessed be He, makes marks on Yisrael in 
respect thereof, NAMELY IN RESPECT TO THE COUNTENANCES 
AND WINGS OF THE LIVING CREATURES in the prayer, in order that 
Yisrael should be friends WITH THE LIVING CREATURES, namely by 
bowing with the whole body in the eighteen blessings of the prayer, 
so that He should, in each and every one of their limbs, make Amen 
king over them, which is the secret of Yud Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun 
Hei Yud, WHICH HAS THE SAME NUMERICAL VALUE AS AMEN. 
FOR, BY BOWING ONE DRAWS DOWN 'ADONAI' AND BY STANDING 
UPRIGHT ONE DRAWS DOWN THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, AND LATER, 
BY THE LIVING ONE OF THE WORLDS, THE TWO OF THEM UNITE 
AND INTERWEAVE TOGETHER IN THE SECRET OF YUD ALEPH HEI 
DALET VAV NUN HEI YUD. And the Holy One, blessed be He, said 
TO THE ANGELS, WHO ARE THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES: 
'Whoever is not marked before you as bowing at 'Blessed' and 
standing up erect at the Yud Hei Vav Hei to the full stature of his 
body, his prayer will not enter into My palace, which is 'Adonai', and 
you should not accept his speeches on your wings and your faces.' 
For everyone who prays with Adonai and combines this with the Yud 
Hei Vav Hei, which is the faces of the angels, NAMELY OF THE FOUR 
LIVING CREATURES, IT IS THEN SAID ABOUT THE LIVING 
CREATURES, "Thus were their faces: and their wings were divided 
upwards" (Yechezkel 1:11), IN THE ASPECT OF THEIR FIRST THREE 
SFIROT IN ORDER to welcome AFTERWARDS THE UNITY OF Yud 
Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun Hei Yud, IN THEIR SIX INTERMEDIATE 
SFIROT, with the words of the prayer that issues forth from the 
mouth of man.
 

 

312. And the one who answers 'Amen' is greater than the one who 
says the blessing, for, regarding Adonai combined with the Yud Hei 
Vav Hei said JUST in the prayer OF MAN, IT IS SAID "Thus were their 
faces: and their wings were divided," for 'faces' parallels the Yud Hei 
Vav Hei and 'their wings' PARALLELS Adonai. AND THIS IS THE 
SECRET OF "And make one cherub at the one end" (Shemot 25:19), 
WHICH IS THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, "and one cherub at the other 
end" (Ibid.), WHICH IS ADONAI; AND THE TWO ARE SEPARATED, 
FOR THE UNITY OF ADONAI AND THE YUD HEI VAV HEI IN THE 
COMBINATION IS NOT ACHIEVED IN THE PRAYERS IN GENERAL 
BUT ONLY IN THE PRAYER OF AMIDAH. But when the cantor of the 
service repeats the prayer, and one responds 'Amen', WHICH 
UNITES AND COMBINES YUD HEI VAV HEI WITH ADONAI, THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF 'AMEN' BEING THE SAME AS THAT OF THE 
TWO NAMES COMBINED, HE IS THUS GREATER THAN THE ONE 
WHO SAYS THE BLESSING. For he is in the second coupling, 
NAMELY IN THE LOWER JOINING OF THE SIX INTERMEDIATE 
SFIROT, for it is in the second coupling that the two names, THE 
YUD HEI VAV HEI AND ADONAI join together. At the beginning, 
NAMELY AT THE FIRST JOINING, WHICH PARALLELS THE FIRST 
THREE SFIROT, "the loops held one curtain to another" (Shemot 
36:12) on the boards, which are the connection of the fingers AS 
THE WORD KERASHIM (LIT. 'BOARD') IS COMPOSED OF THE SAME 
LETTERS OF KESHARIM (LIT. 'CONNECTIONS'). FOR THEN, THE 
TABERNACLE IS NOT ONE ACCORDING TO THE SECRET OF YUD 
ALEPH HEI DALET VAV NUN HEI YUD. But at THE REPETITION BY 
THE CANTOR OF THE PRAYERS, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
AMIDAH, HE ANSWERS Amen, WHICH IS THE UNIFICATION OF THE 
COMBINATION YUD ALEPH HEI DALET VAV NUN HEI YUD, WHOSE 
TOTAL NUMERICAL VALUE IS AS THAT OF THE LETTERS OF THE 
WORD 'AMEN', THEN: "the tabernacle may be one" (Shemot 26:6), 
for in it they are "coupled one to another" (Shemot 26:3). THAT 
ALLUDES TO YUD HEI VAV HEI ADONAI. THUS, GREATER IS THE 
ONE WHO RESPONDS WITH AMEN AT THE AMIDAH PRAYER, 
MORE SO THAN THE ONE WHO BLESSES DURING THE OTHER 
BLESSINGS OF THE PRAYER.
 

 

 
 
50. At times they are silent and at times they are speaking 
This section tells about the arrangement of speech in prayer. The title refers to the beasts of fire in Ezekiel's vision, and we hear that they are silent 
when God speaks, even as Yisrael should be quiet when the Torah is being read. Those who are silent during prayer and Halachah will receive the 
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reward of understanding.

313. The third correction is the arrangement of the speech in prayer, 
in which the living creatures of fire speak. And this is: "And I saw 
something like the color of electrum, like the appearance of fire 
round about enclosing it" (Yechezkel 1:27). This is the secret of the 
electrum: that those living creatures of fire sometimes are silent and 
at other times speak. AND THEY ARE THE SECRET OF THE 
CONGREGATION LISTENING TO THE READING OF THE TORAH, for 
they are silent before the Torah scroll at this time when speech 
emerges from the mouth of the reader, for they consider it as though 
they were receiving the Torah on Mount Sinai. And when THE HOLY 
ONE, BLESSED BE HE, said: "I am Hashem your Elohim..." (Shemot 
20:2), nothing but His speech was heard, no other sound nor speech 
of the living creatures. AND THEREFORE, SINCE THE ONE WHO 
READS IN THE TORAH IS IN THE PLACE OF THE HOLY ONE, 
BLESSED BE HE, ON SINAI, IT IS NECESSARY THEN TO BE QUIET.
  

314. And likewise AS WE HAVE SAID REGARDING "I AM," so is it 
always when the speech emerges from the mouth of the Holy One, 
blessed be He: the living creatures of fire are quiet, FOR THAT IS 
THE TIME OF THE UNITY OF VOICE AND SPEECH, AND CHOCHMAH 
CEASES, AND THE CONTROL OF CHASSADIM BEGINS, THIS BEING 
THE SECRET OF THEIR BEING SILENT. And when He is silent, 
NAMELY BEFORE THERE IS YET UNITY OF VOICE AND SPEECH, 
THEN, the living creatures of fire are speaking. This is as it is 
written: "And all the people perceived the thunderings" (lit. 'voices') 
(Shemot 20:15), namely the voice of the beings who were roaring. 
"and the lightnings," which were emitted with the speech of the 
living creatures, with many types of melody before the King, FOR 
THIS WAS BEFORE THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, STARTED TO 
SPEAK. AND WHEN HE SAID: "I AM," THE living creatureS FELL 
QUIET AND NOTHING WAS TO BE HEARD EXCEPT HIS VOICE, AS 
EXPLAINED ABOVE. And those who are quiet AT THE TIME OF THE 
READING FROM the scroll of the Torah have the same form as those 
living creatures WHO ARE QUIET AT THE TIME OF SPEECH OF THE 
HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, AS EXPLAINED ABOVE. And the Holy 
One, blessed be He, commanded THAT THE BEASTS be brought into 
the room that is "like the appearance of fire round about enclosing 
it," FOR THIS IS THE SECRET OF HARSH JUDGMENTS THAT ARE 
REVEALED AT THE TIME WHEN CHOCHMAH IS revealed, AND 
THESE JUDGMENTS WERE ORDAINED BY THE HOLY ONE, 
BLESSED BE HE, THAT THEY SHOULD ENCLOSE THEM AS DOES A 
ROOM TO PROTECT THEM FROM THE EXTERNAL FORCES THAT 
THESE LATTER SHOULD NOT SUCKLE FROM THEM.
 

 

315. Again: Those who are silent during the prayer, during the 
eighteen blessings, FOR THAT IS WHERE THE UNIFICATION IS, will 
enter into the room of this appearance, NAMELY "LIKE THE 
APPEARANCE OF FIRE ROUND ABOUT ENCLOSING IT"; THIS WILL 
BE THEIR REWARD FOR THE FUTURE. And also those who are 
silent before the Halachah, namely THOSE WHO ARE SILENT IN 
ORDER TO HEAR AND UNDERSTAND THE PRACTICAL LAW AS 
EXPOUNDED BY THEIR RABBI, about which it is said: 'The reward of 
listening to the exposition of the Law is in the understanding 
thereof'. They will enter into the room, which is the palace of this 
appearance, of the Torah, WHICH IS FIRE, about which it is said: "Is 
not My word like a fire? says Hashem; and like a hammer that breaks 
the rock in pieces?" (Yirmeyah 23:29). And the rock mentioned here 
is that about which it is said: "and speak to the rock before their 
eyes; and it shall give forth its water" (Bemidbar 20:8), WHICH IS 
MALCHUT. For those who engage in the study of the Torah for its 
own sake, the waters of the Torah come forth for them corrected, 
and it is said about them: "And the congregation drank, and their 
beasts also" (Bemidbar 20:11). But those who do not engage in the 
Torah for its own sake shall find that the waters emerge for them 
bitter, and about them it is said: "And they made their lives bitter 
with hard (Heb. kashah) bondage, in mortar (Heb. chomer), and in 
brick (Heb. levenim)" (Shemot 1:14). Kashah is with difficult 
questioning or apparent contradictions (Heb. kushya): chomer refers 
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to the exegetical principle of inference from minor to major (Heb. kal 
vachomer); and, levenim means the elucidation of the Halachah.
 

 
 
51. "And their feet were straight feet" 
The Faithful Shepherd undertakes a difficult explanation of a portion of Ezekiel's vision, from which we understand that people must run to the 
Torah and its precepts, and return in repentance.

316. The fourth and fifth corrections are, "...from what appeared to 
be his loins upward, and from what appeared to be his loins 
downward" (Yechezkel 1:27). About which IT IS SAID that the thighs 
of the living creatures are equivalent to all of them, and they are in 
the Sfirot of Netzach and Hod. FOR NETZACH AND HOD ARE 
CALLED 'LOINS', AND "FROM WHAT APPEARED TO BE HIS LOINS 
UPWARD" IS NETZACH, AND "FROM WHAT APPEARED TO BE HIS 
LOINS DOWNWARD" IS HOD. And Metatron is a letter in His army, 
for he has the form of a Righteous one, WHICH IS YESOD, FOR 
RIGHTEOUS ONE, TZADIK WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, is a 
letter in His heavenly hosts, IN ATZILUT, while Metatron is a letter in 
His earthly hosts, IN BRIYAH. Metatron has Shadai in him, AS HE 
HAS THE SAME NUMERICAL VALUE AS THE SHADAI, ABOUT 
WHOM IT IS SAID: "And the living creatures ran and returned like the 
appearance of a flash of lightning" (Yechezkel 1:14).
 

 

317. "And their feet were straight feet" (Yechezkel 1:7). For the feet 
of the demons are crooked, while about their feet, namely about the 
feet of the holy beings, it is said: "And their feet were straight feet." 
This is from the point of view of a living creature, which is Yisrael, 
and Yisrael includes three living creatures, about whom it is said: 
'The patriarchs are the Chariot'.
 

 

318. "and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf's 
foot" (Yechezkel 1:7) BECAUSE THEY ARE from the side of the living 
creature that is called 'ox', WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE LEFT 
COLUMN, AND THIS IS WHY THEY HAD A CALF'S FOOT. "and they 
sparkled like the color of burnished brass" (Yechezkel 1:7), namely 
from the side of the slithering serpent that is in the sea and which 
ascends to the one on the dry land, NAMELY THAT ASCENDS TO 
FIGHT WITH THE SERPENT THAT IS ON THE DRY LAND. SERPENT 
(HEB. NACHASH) AND BRASS (HEB. NECHOSHET) ARE MALE AND 
FEMALE, WHICH ARE IN THE BRIGHTNESS, AND IT IS THEREFORE 
SAID: "AND THEY SPARKLED LIKE THE COLOR OF BURNISHED 
BRASS" NAMELY FROM THE SIDE OF THE SERPENT WHO 
ILLUMINATES IN THEM. "ran" (Yechezkel 1:14), WHICH IS SAID 
ABOUT THE BEINGS, is from the side of Nuriel, which has the same 
numerical number as "ratzo" (lit. 'ran'). SIMILARLY, "and returned," 
WHICH IS SAID ABOUT THE LIVING CREATURES, is from the side of 
Shadai, which has the same numerical value as 'and returned' (Heb. 
vashov). And this is the numerical value of Metatron. AND THIS HAS 
ALREADY BEEN EXPLAINED ABOVE.
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319. And whenever Yisrael heard the voice OF TORAH AND PRAYER 
from the east, they would run to the east, and similarly to the west, 
and likewise to the south and to the north. Said the Holy One, 
blessed be He to the ministering angels: "Those who run to the 
ordained prayer, and who run to hear the lesson on the Shabbat, and 
run to do My will and who return in repentance, they are to be 
received in the temple of this appearance," NAMELY IN THE TEMPLE 
OF NETZACH AND HOD. For by these signs, THAT THEY RUN TO 
THE TORAH AND PRECEPTS AND RETURN IN REPENTANCE, 
NAMELY "RAN AND RETURNED," they are fellows with you. For they 
run and return in Torah, JUST AS THE LIVING CREATURES WHO 
"RAN AND RETURNED," in the speech of Halachah, and they are 
recorded with you, them you shall bring into this temple.
 

 

320. And so it is that when Yisrael prays, Michael flies round the 
world with one flap of his wings, and Gabriel with two, and when the 
speech emerges from Yisrael in Halachah, prayer, or any precept 
where the Shechinah is, they run to her, TO THE SHECHINAH and 
return with her, WITH THE SHECHINAH, on a mission from their 
Master, TO UNITE HER WITH YUD HEI VAV HEI. And in every place 
where the voice of Torah is heard, there the Holy One, blessed be 
He, is, and they run to that voice, and return with it on a mission 
from their Master. And whenever there is a voice without the Name 
Yud Hei Vav Hei being there, or speech without Adonai being there, 
MICHAEL AND GABRIEL do not run and return there. And this is why 
"their feet were straight feet," "for the ways of Hashem are 
straight" (Hoshea 14:10), THIS BEING THE SECRET OF THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN, where the way is straight. And if Yud Hei Vav 
Hei is not there, the way is not straight.
 

 

321. Again: "And their feet were straight feet." The sages of the 
Mishnah said: 'One who prays should arrange his feet during his 
prayer as do the ministering angels', NAMELY HIS FEET SHOULD BE 
STRAIGHT "like the sole of a calf's foot," namely to be THUS 
recorded with them. And for this reason the sages taught: 'When one 
prays, he should place his feet in proper position, as it says: "And 
their feet were straight feet".' And the Holy One, blessed be He, said 
TO THE MINISTERING ANGELS: 'Those who are thus noted in their 
prayer, that they place their feet as you do, for them open the gates 
of the temple to enter this appearance' OF NETZACH AND HOD.
 

 

 
 
52. Sight, hearing, smell and speech 
We hear that Yud Hei Vav Hei rests on sight, hearing, smell and speech, and that Adonai rests on doing, touching, using and walking. The Faithful 
Shepherd explains what he means by this, and he tells us how Chochmah arose in a thought that is Binah; he says that thought and inspiration are 
both in the heart. The Shechinah is God's sight, hearing, sweet savor, speech, and performance of precepts - and in prayer it is also His bowing and 
standing. Moses says that in the future God will remove all of Lilit's children from the world, but not so the children of the Shechinah, who are 
Yisrael; the latter are virtuous, God-fearing men of truth who despise unjust gain. Moses tells what the sages meant when they said, 'No disciple 
whose inside does not correspond to his exterior may enter the house of study', and this explains why Yud Hei Vav Hei is called Adonai.
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322. The sixth correction is "I saw what appeared to be 
fire" (Yechezkel 1:27). THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THAT HE USES THE 
WORDS "I SAW," THIS WAS NOT MENTIONED UP TO HERE FOR 
here the meaning is proper sight. Said the Holy One, blessed be He: 
Whoever enters in this vision, and during his prayer his heart is 
lifted up at the name of the Yud Hei Vav Hei and his eyes are cast 
down at the name of 'Adonai,' him shall you bring in to this temple, 
for he is like the angels ABOUT WHOM IT IS WRITTEN: "As for their 
rims" (Yechezkel 1:18) above, in the Yud Hei Vav Hei, "and they were 
dreadful" (Ibid.), downwards, towards the Shechinah, who is the 
dread of the Yud Hei Vav Hei.
  

323. The Yud Hei Vav Hei rests on sight, hearing, smell and speech, 
FOR SIGHT AND HEARING ARE YUD HEI, AND SMELL AND SPEECH 
ARE VAV HEI. Adonai rests on doing, touching, using, and walking. 
This sight is THAT MODE OF VISION by light and by candle flame, 
about which it is said: "...and Torah is light" (Mishlei 6:23). 'Smell' is 
THE SMELL of the sacrifices, which are prayers. 'Speech' is in 
Torah; speech is in prayer. And 'doing' refers to precepts. 'Using' 
also refers to precepts, as does touching and walking. Where there 
is 'sight' and 'hearing' but no Torah and no precepts, neither do the 
Holy One, blessed be He, nor His Shechinah, rest there. For the Holy 
One, blessed be He, rests on sight, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH, and so 
does the Shechinah, for it is Torah, and Torah is light, and His sight 
is the Shechinah, FOR CHOCHMAH IS NOT REVEALED OTHER 
THAN IN MALCHUT. FOR the Yud Hei Vav Hei, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, SAID: "make Myself known to him in a vision" (Bemidbar 
12:6), WHICH IS the Shechinah, WHICH IS HIS VISION.
  

324. The thought that is within THE SENSES OF SIGHT, HEARING, 
SMELL, AND SPEECH, IS Binah, WHOSE LETTERS CAN BE 
REARRANGED AS the son (Heb. ben) of Yud Hei, because Yisrael, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS CALLED 'SON', 
arose in a thought, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF YUD HEI. Inspiration 
is Chochmah, a hint being sufficient for the wise man, NAMELY AN 
INSPIRATION IS PRIOR TO CONCEPTUALIZING THE THOUGHT. 
Chochmah arose in a thought, which is Binah, since thought and 
inspiration are all one, for Chochmah is known only through Binah, 
and Binah is in the heart. Thus thought is in the heart and inspiration 
is in the heart.
 

 

325. Likewise, THERE IS hearing in the Torah, for it is a precept that 
one should hear THE READING OF the scroll of the Torah. And 
likewise, in the nose there is a sweet savor to Hashem. The 
Shechinah is a sacrifice TO THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, His burnt 
offering, and prayer is like a sacrifice, FOR BY MEANS OF THE 
SACRIFICE OR THE PRAYER THE SHECHINAH ascends to THE YUD 
HEI VAV HEI as a sweet savor unto Him, and is offered to Him in 
prayer. And, likewise, about speech IS WRITTEN: "Is not my word 
like a fire? says Hashem" (Yirmeyah 23:29). The FINAL Hei OF THE 
YUD HEI VAV HEI, which is the Shechinah, is His speech.
  

326. Just as the Shechinah is His sight, His hearing, His sweet savor, 
His speech, in the head, so, in the hands, she is His performance of 
precepts, in the body His bowing, in prayer His straightening 
upright; AND ALSO in the prayer, it is His standing. FOR 
RECEPTION OF THE UPPER THREE SFIROT IS CALLED BOTH 
'STANDING UP' AND 'STANDING', AS ABOVE, for she stands before 
Him always, and bows before Him and falls on her face at His feet to 
asks mercy from Him for her children. She is humble before Him and 
she is modest in His presence.
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327. And she is not as the wicked bondwoman WHO IS CALLED 
'Lilit', for this latter is insolent, having no humility and no modesty, 
and she is the mother of a mixed multitude. For this reason, 
Solomon said: "A virtuous woman is a diadem to her husband" 
BEING THE SHECHINAH "but she that acts shamefully is as 
rottenness in his bones" (Mishlei 12:4). THIS IS THE HANDMAID 
LILIT, who has no humility nor modesty before the Holy One, 
blessed be He. And her children are similar, being a mixed multitude, 
and the Holy One, blessed be He, will in the future remove her and 
her children from the world, for they are bastards, born of the nine 
attributes, as described by the sages, NAMELY: THE CHILDREN OF 
A) A WIFE RAPED BY HER HUSBAND; B) A WIFE HATED; C) 
MENSTRUATING (AT THE TIME OF INTERCOURSE); D) A WIFE 
WHOSE HUSBAND AT THE TIME OF INTERCOURSE THOUGHT SHE 
WAS SOMEONE ELSE OR HIS OTHER WIFE; E) A WIFE WHO WAS 
REBELLIOUS (AT THE TIME OF INTERCOURSE); F) A HUSBAND 
DRUNK (AT THE TIME OF INTERCOURSE); G) HAVING 
INTERCOURSE WITH A WIFE DIVORCED IN HIS HEART; H) A WIFE 
WHO IS INSOLENT; I) CHILDREN BORN TO A WIFE WHO HAD 
RELATIONS IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO HER MARRIAGE. They are 
considered bastards by the Torah.
 

 

328. And likewise, the Shechinah is the mating of the Holy One, 
blessed be He, His unity with the righteous one, who lives forever, 
WHICH IS YESOD. AND THE SHECHINAH is his walk. 
"Righteousness shall go before Him" (Tehilim 85:14) to act on his 
desire. AND THE SHECHINAH IS CALLED 'RIGHTEOUSNESS'. ALSO, 
"And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, 
Rivkah came out" (Beresheet 24:15) THAT IS THE SHECHINAH THAT 
IS CALLED 'RIVKAH' came out to Him, to do His will. AND SO in 
sight, hearing, smell, speech, doing, body, mating, walking and, 
indeed, in every part, she is commanded to serve Him and to do His 
will.
  

329. And the children OF THE SHECHINAH, NAMELY YISRAEL, are 
also of her form, for they have humility and modesty, all of them 
have her qualities. And this is why the Holy One, blessed be He, 
commanded Moses: "Moreover you shall provide out of all the 
people able men, such as fear Elohim, men of truth, hating unjust 
gain" (Shemot 18:21). "Able men" are from the right side, which is 
Abraham, WHO IS CHESED THAT BECOMES CHOCHMAH, SINCE AT 
GREATNESS OF ZEIR ANPIN, CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET 
ASCEND AND BECOME CHOCHMAH, BINAH, AND DA'AT, AS IS 
KNOWN, for the sight of the Torah is there, as it is written: "from his 
right hand went a fiery law for them" (Devarim 33:2). "such as fear of 
Elohim" are from the side of Isaac, WHO IS GVURAH THAT 
BECOMES BINAH, for hearing is there, as the prophet Habakkuk 
said: "Hashem, I have heard the report of You, and I am 
afraid" (Chavakuk 3:2). Men of truth are from the side of Jacob, WHO 
IS TIFERET THAT BECOMES DA'AT, for a sweet savor to Hashem, in 
the nose. "Hating unjust gain" is from the side of speech, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, the fourth pillar, WHICH IS THE ASPECT OF Adam who 
has joined together with the patriarchs, AND IS CONSIDERED AS 
MALCHUT FOR THEM. AND MALCHUT IS CALLED 'MAN', FOR the 
three living creatures are lion, ox, and eagle, THAT ARE CHESED, 
GVURAH, AND TIFERET in sight, hearing, and smell, AS ABOVE, 
AND THE FOURTH PILLAR FOR THEM IS THE FACE OF a man in 
speech, NAMELY THE FIRST MAN.
 

 

330. "and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands," (Heb. 
alafim), namely from the side of the letter Aleph OF ADONAI; "rulers 
of hundreds," from the side of the letter Dalet of ADONAI WHICH IS 
THE secret of the Dalet (= four) hundred years that Yisrael was 
enslaved in Egypt. "rulers of fifties," the Nun (= fifty) of Adonai, "and 
rulers of tens" (Shemot 18:21), the Yud (= ten) OF ADONAI.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/43%20-%20Pinchas.htm (94 of 252)2004/07/07 23:16:20



1

331. Yisrael is recognized in these qualities to be the children of the 
Holy One, blessed be He, and His SHECHINAH; that is, that there 
should be among them able (Heb. chayil) men, as in the verse: "A 
virtuous (Heb. chayil) woman is a crown to her husband" (Mishlei 
12:4), for they are bestowed with Chesed, AS AGAINST CHESED of 
ZEIR ANPIN. "such as fear Elohim" PARALLELS GVURAH OF ZEIR 
ANPIN. "Men of truth" PARALLELS TIFERET OF ZEIR ANPIN, and 
not men of falsehood, for the Children of "Yisrael shall not do 
iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in 
their mouth" (Tzfanyah 3:13). "Hating unjust gain" PARALLELS 
MALCHUT, as a man who rejoices in his portion. And they are not as 
a mixed multitude, the children of the wicked bondwoman, LILIT, 
who are as a serpent before whom is the whole land, as it is written: 
"and dust shall be the serpent's food" (Yeshayah 65:25). WITH ALL 
THIS, he fears eating the dust until he is full, for he is afraid that 
there will not be enough for him. This is how it is with men of unjust 
gain, for even if they had all the money in the world, it would never 
be enough for them.
 

 

332. And this is why the sages of the Mishnah taught: 'Not the 
expounding of the Law is the chief thing, but the doing of it'. For the 
Holy One, blessed be He, is concealed by the secrets of the Torah. In 
what, then, can He be known? In the precepts, for they are the 
Shechinah, which is His form. Just as THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE 
HE, is humble, so is His Shechinah humble. He is pious and she is 
pious. He is valiant, and she is valiant over all the nations of the 
world. He is truth and she is Faith. He is a prophet and she is a 
prophetess. He is righteous and she is righteous. He is King and she 
is kingdom. He is wise and she is wisdom. He understands and she 
is His understanding. He is a crown, and she is His diadem, "a crown 
of glory" (Yeshayah 62:3). This is why the sages taught: 'No disciple 
whose inside does not correspond to his exterior may enter the 
house of study.' That is, the disciple will be as the form of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, who is his inside and the Shechinah is his 
outside. He is the inside within and THE SHECHINAH is His exterior 
on the outside. And she that is on the outside has not changed from 
Him who is on the inside, that it should be known that she is His 
Atzilut, and there is no separation there whatsoever, THIS BEING 
THE SECRET OF THE VERSE: "...within and without shall you 
overlay it" (Shemot 25:11).
 

 

333. And since He, the Yud Hei Vav Hei is concealed from within, He 
is called only by His Shechinah, Adonai. And this is why the rabbis 
taught: 'I am not spelled as I am pronounced. In this world I am 
spelled with the Yud Hei Vav Hei but pronounced as Adonai. In the 
next world I am pronounced with the Yud Hei Vav Hei and 
pronounced with the Yud Hei Vav Hei." And this is so that there will 
be mercy from all sides. And this is why the Holy One, blessed be 
He, commanded the ministering angels: 'Whosoever's inside does 
not correspond to his exterior, in all his parts, both internal and 
external, that person may not enter this temple.' This is why 
Scripture says: "He is the Rock, his work is perfect" (Devarim 32:4) 
and "You shall be perfect with Hashem your Elohim" (Devarim 
18:13), NAMELY HIS INSIDE EXACTLY CORRESPONDS WITH HIS 
EXTERIOR.
 

 

 
 
53. Rainbow, Tefilin, Tzitzit, blue, white, and the recital of the Sh'ma 
The metaphor of a marriage is used to explain the unification of Zeir Anpin and Malchut.
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334. The seventh correction is "As the appearance of the rainbow 
that is in the cloud in the day of rain" (Yechezkel 1:28). The sages 
said: 'The Work of the Chariot is from "And I looked AND, BEHOLD, 
A STORM WIND" (Ibid. 4) until "As the appearance of the rainbow," 
these are the work of the Chariot.' And the sages further said: 'When 
Rabbi Akiva was expounding the Work of the Chariot, fire came 
down from heaven and engulfed the trees, and the ministering 
angels assembled as though at a wedding feast.' FOR THE CHARIOT 
IS THE SECRET OF THE UNITY OF YUD HEI VAV HEI AND ADONAI, 
WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF GROOM AND BRIDE. THIS IS THE 
REASON FOR THE WORK OF THE CHARIOT TO CONCLUDE WITH 
THE VERSE STARTING "AS THE APPEARANCE OF THE RAINBOW," 
for there is no unity and connection of the Chariot of the Yud Hei Vav 
Hei with Adonai other than by means of the righteous one, WHICH IS 
YESOD, also called 'rainbow'. For through him is the upper Chariot, 
which is Yud Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun Hei Yud, complete.
 

 

335. The Shechinah is the Work of Creation, and it has been taught: 
'The Work of Creation may not be expounded in the presence of two 
people.' Because the branches of the tree, WHICH ARE THE LIVING 
CREATURES, are divided above in the wings of the living creatures, 
with the Yud Hei Vav Hei to the right and Adonai to the left, FOR 
ZEIR ANPIN IS THE SECRET OF THE CHASSADIM ON THE RIGHT, 
AND MALCHUT IS THE SECRET OF THE LEFT, WITHOUT ANY 
UNIFICATION BETWEEN THEM, AND IT FOLLOWS that the 
bridegroom is to the right while the bride is to the left. And when she 
is brought to the wedding canopy with a number of types of melody, 
Yisrael must awaken them from below TO THE UNIFICATION with 
songs and praises and all sorts of melody in prayer, for, behold, they 
are approaching the wedding canopy, NAMELY ARE COMING TO BE 
UNITED.
 

 

336. And Yisrael must give THE RING of marriage FROM THE 
BRIDEGROOM to the bride, with the knot of the hand Tefilin, so that 
THE SHECHINAH should be bound to ZEIR ANPIN, and crown them 
with the head Tefilin, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF BRINGING DOWN 
TO THEM THE MOCHIN OF THE UPPER THREE SFIROT, which is 
glory (Heb. pe'er), as it is said: "Bind on your turban (Heb. 
pe'er)" (Yechezkel 24:17). And the three loops of the strap UPON 
THE MIDDLE FINGER parallel the three holies, which are 'Holy, Holy, 
Holy" "They proclaim you thrice holy'. And they have to be blessed 
with seven blessings, which are the seven blessings of the recital of 
the Sh'ma, namely: two before and one after in the morning service, 
and two before and two after in the evening service.
 

 

337. And the bride under the wedding canopy, NAMELY IN THE 
UNITY OF THE RECITAL OF THE SH'MA WHICH IS CALLED 'A 
WEDDING CANOPY', is in the form of the wings of a precept, which, 
in the fringes, are gilded. THAT IS TO SAY THAT THEY ARE BOUND 
WITH BLUE, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION OF 
CHOCHMAH, WHICH IS DRAWN DOWN FROM THE LEFT SIDE OF 
BINAH, WHICH IS CALLED 'GOLD'. AND THUS THE FRINGES ARE 
AS THOUGH GILDED WITH BLUE. And the blue and the white THAT 
ARE IN THE FRINGES are the Throne of Judgment and the Throne of 
Mercy interwoven with each other, FOR BLUE IS JUDGMENT AND 
WHITE IS MERCY. And there are a number of knots and links 
surrounding THE FRINGES with a number of pearls and precious 
stones, NAMELY THE LIGHTS OF CHOCHMAH AND CHASSADIM, 
full of special qualities surrounding it in the form of bells and 
pomegranates of the apparel of the King and the queen, which are 
the four garments of white OF ZEIR ANPIN, and the four garments of 
gold OF MALCHUT, which are from the side of the two names: The 
Yud Hei Vav Hei and Adonai. As is His name, so is His throne, so is 
His wedding canopy, so is His apparel. His name is marked on all, 
FOR HE IS YESOD, WHO IS CALLED 'ALL' when He wishes to let 
enter into His palace His groom and bride to be there, in the eighteen 
blessings of the prayer, WHERE EIGHTEEN HINTS AT YESOD, which 
is "As the appearance of the rainbow," NAMELY YESOD, AS ABOVE.
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54. Mystic speculations on the divine Chariot and prayer 
Moses speaks about the Amidah prayer, and says that everyone should pray quietly so that his neighbor can not hear him. He says that prayer can 
be learned from what is said about the sacrifices. We hear about Rabbi Akiva discussing the Work of the Chariot, and we are given another 
explanation of the rainbow.

338. AND REGARDING THE AMIDAH PRAYER, THEY TAUGHT: 'The 
Work of the Chariot may not be expounded before one person', 
because he who expounds to a single person, is not THAT PERSON 
NOW with him during the exposition, and are they not two? And he 
does not have to let his voice be heard there in the prayer, but "only 
her lips moved, but her voice was not heard" (I Shmuel 1:13). And in 
this lies the secret of the verse: "and the stranger that comes near 
shall be put to death" (Bemidbar 3:38). And so it is with prayer: 
everyone should pray quietly in such a way that his prayer is not 
heard by his neighbor, THIS BEING WHAT THEY REFERRED TO 
WHEN THEY SAID: 'THE WORK OF THE CHARIOT MAY NOT BE 
EXPOUNDED EVEN BEFORE ONE PERSON.' It is just as one who is 
expounding to his fellow and he wants to silence the speech to him, 
SO THAT HE SHOULD NOT HEAR; he does not have to do anything 
other than speak in silence, and then his fellow will not hear. All this 
is why the sages taught: 'One who says the prayer so that it can be 
heard is of small Faith'.
 

 

339. And this is why the heavenly living creatures of fire speak as 
the branches of the tree, WHICH ARE THE MINISTERING ANGELS 
who assemble there at the wedding feast. And where is this to 
happen? At the unification of the recital of the Sh'ma, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF THE WEDDING CANOPY, for there IT IS SAID: "I heard 
the noise of their wings" (Yechezkel 1:24), FOR THE LOWER UNITY, 
YUD ALEPH HEI DALET VAV NUN HEI YUD, IS NOT YET THERE AND 
THEY ARE THEREFORE SPEAKING. And there are 64 for each of the 
four wings. THAT IS TO SAY: THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES, EACH 
OF WHICH IS COMPOSED OF FOUR, MAKE SIXTEEN LIVING 
CREATURES. EACH LIVING CREATURE HAS FOUR WINGS, MAKING 
A TOTAL OF 64 WINGS. BUT THE WINGS ARE INTERWOVEN AND 
THERE ARE FOUR WINGS IN EACH WING, THUS 64 HAS TO BE 
multiplied by four, making 256, and this is: "Sing (Heb. ronu = 256) 
with gladness for Jacob" (Yirmeyah 31:6). And when will this be? 
After he has wreaked vengeance on those who hate him and burnt 
their deities, as it is written: "but when the wicked perish, there is 
jubilation (Heb. rinah)" (Mishlei 11:10) WHICH HAS THE NUMERICAL 
VALUE OF 256, TOGETHER WITH THE ONE THAT REPRESENTS 
THE INCLUSION.
 

 

340. And the 64 are derived from eight TIMES az (lit. 'then' = eight); 
FOR AZ INDICATES THE EIGHT LETTERS OF THE UNITY, YUD 
ALEPH HEI DALET VAV NUN HEI YUD, and thus the 64 is DERIVED 
from eight TIMES az. AND WITH THE 64 ON each of the four corners, 
the total is 256. And when he reaches heart (Heb. lev = 32), which is 
four times az, which is four times the letter Chet, Yud is joined with 
them on each side, making 'Hashem lives', NAMELY THAT YESOD 
WHICH IS CALLED 'LIVING' JOINS WITH THE YUD HEI VAV HEI in 
the eighteen blessings of the prayer, in which the Yud Hei Vav Hei 
appears eighteen times, for a total of 72 LETTERS. At the moment 
the Yud Hei Vav Hei is joined with Adonai by the Living (eighteen) of 
the Worlds, namely Yud Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun Hei Yud IS 
FORMED BY YESOD, WHO IS CALLED 'LIFE OF THE WORLDS'. 
Immediately, the living creatures of fire fall silent, FOR AT THE TIME 
OF THE UNIFICATION THEY ARE QUIET. What is written about 
them? "When they stood, they let down their wings" (Yechezkel 
1:24), THE MEANING OF WHICH IS: When Yisrael stands in prayer, 
THIS BEING THE TIME OF THE UNIFICATION, they let down their 
wings, that their presence should not be felt, until that time NAMELY 
THEY FALL SILENT.
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341. And this is the meaning of "Only her lips moved, but her voice 
was not heard," where lips refer to the wings of the living creatures. 
For the electrum was PREVIOUSLY living creatures of fire who were 
speaking, while NOW they are silent. And this is why silent prayer 
was ordained, and thus the Work of the Chariot is without sound, for 
he speaks there to himself in a whisper. Three prayers were ordained 
and in each one the Yud Hei Vav Hei is ENUNCIATED eighteen 
TIMES, making 72 letters in each prayer, in the CONCLUDING 
SENTENCES OF EACH OF THE eighteen blessings, AND 3 X 72 
makes 216 LETTERS that are included in Chesed. AND THREE X 72, 
together with the 32 paths OF CHOCHMAH comes to 250 minus two, 
NAMELY, ADDS UP TO 248, WHICH IS CHESED, that are included in 
the Central Column, WHICH IS CHESED.
 

 

342. From what is said about the sacrifices, prayer can be learned, 
and prayer is deduced from the sacrifices. Just as it is said ABOVE 
ABOUT PRAYER, "I heard the noise of their wings" (Yechezkel 1:24), 
so with regard to the Cherubs, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF 
SACRIFICE, NAMELY OF THE UNIFICATION OF THE HOLY NAME 
YUD HEI VAV HEI AND ADONAI THAT IS ATTAINED THROUGH THE 
SACRIFICE, AS IT IS SAID: "Then he heard the voice speaking to 
him" (Bemidbar 7:89). AND SO WE DEDUCE ABOUT PRAYER FROM 
THE SACRIFICES. ABOUT THE LATTER IT IS WRITTEN: "THE VOICE 
SPEAKING" WHICH HINTS AT BOTH VOICE AND SPEECH, WHICH 
ARE THE YUD HEI VAV HEI AND ADONAI. SIMILARLY, ABOUT 
PRAYER IT IS SAID ONLY: "I HEARD THE NOISE OF THEIR WINGS," 
WITHOUT SPEECH BEING MENTIONED IN THIS CONTEXT. 
NEVERTHELESS, SPEECH IS ALSO INCLUDED THERE. Just as with 
the ramp OF THE ALTAR, on which sacrifices and burnt offerings 
ascend and descend, so in the prayer two angels ascend and two 
descend. And so it was at Mount Sinai, where Moses and Aaron 
ascended the mountain and descended, NAMELY two went up and 
two came down. And all the precepts of the Torah are implied in this 
precept OF PRAYER.
 

 

343. Thus, when Rabbi Akiva started to discuss the Work of the 
Chariot, his mouth was Sinai and his voice was a ladder on which 
angels ascended and descended. With every speech of his, the angel 
Metatron would ride on it. He is a vehicle of the Shechinah, for 
included in him are the Sfirot of the Central Column, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, which is Yud Vav Dalet, Hei Aleph, Vav Aleph Vav, Hei Aleph. 
They are inside, while the Shechinah, which is composed of ten 
Sfirot, is outside ON HIM. And the Holy One, blessed be He, and His 
Shechinah are rechev (lit. 'vehicle', masc.) and Merkavah (lit. 
'Chariot', fem.). The Central Column is a vehicle to the Cause of 
Causes, WHICH IS THE ENDLESS LIGHT, while his Shechinah is a 
vehicle for the Central Column. And the Cause of Causes, WHICH IS 
THE INFINITE ONE, is the All-uniting and the All-arranging and the 
All- illuminating. His light passes through the soul and body and 
apparel, and He is unchanging, and without partnership, or account 
or picture or likeness of any Chariot or vision or likeness that the 
MIND'S eyes can summon up. The upper and lower steps are a 
vehicle and Chariot to him, but none ride on Him.
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344. The rainbow (Heb. keshet - Kof Shin Tav) stands for initials of 
teki'ah, shevarim, teru'ah and they are a sign for the patriarchs' 
Chariot. Teki'ah is Abraham, shevarim Isaac, and teru'ah is Jacob, 
about whom it is said: "And the trumpet blast (Heb. TERU'AH) of a 
king is among them" (Bemidbar 23:21). And in it three colors are 
visible: white, red, and green. From the side of Gvurah it, YESOD, is 
called "The bows of the mighty are broken" (I Shmuel, 2:4), and from 
the right side, WHICH IS CHESED, IT IS CALLED "As the appearance 
of the rainbow that is in the cloud in the day of rain" (Yechezkel 
1:28). When it appears on a rainy day, Mercy is visible, but when it 
appears when there is no rain, Judgment is visible. And when it is 
blended in between rain and sun, this shows that Mercy and 
Judgment are both apparent. And this is the letter Shin of Shadai 
(Shin Dalet Yud), THAT TEACHES ABOUT the three branches of the 
patriarchs, namely: The Yud Hei Vav Hei, Our Elohim, the Yud Hei 
Vav Hei, these being the three names that parallel the three branches 
of the patriarchs, WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH, AND TIFERET. 
AND THESE THREE NAMES contain Yud Dalet (= fourteen) the 
letters of which form the Dalet Yud of Shadai. AND SHADAI IS 
YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, and the apparel of Shadai IS Metatron, 
which has the same numerical value as Shadai. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
55. He who says "A praise of David" every day 
Rabbi Elazar says that one must recite the title psalm three times each day - twice for the food of mortal man, and once to give force to the world 
above.

345. Rabbi Shimon said: Let he who has started continue! (THIS IS 
THE REACTION OF RABBI SHIMON TO RABBI ELAZAR'S WORDS, 
SEE ABOVE 237). Rabbi Elazar said, we learned: Whoever recites the 
psalm "A praise of David" (Tehilim 145) three times daily is sure to 
inherit the World to Come. And we have already learned the reason, 
NAMELY THAT IT CONTAINS THE VERSE: "YOU OPEN YOUR HAND, 
AND SATISFY THE DESIRE OF EVERY LIVING THING" (TEHILIM 
145:16), THIS BEING A PRAYER OVER FOOD. HE ASKS, IF THE 
REASON has to do with sustenance and food for all the worlds, 
THEN HE SHOULD SAY IT TWICE each day, in the morning and the 
evening, for it is written: "When Hashem shall give you in the 
evening meat to eat, and in the morning your fill of bread" (Shemot 
16:8). If a man eats only twice a day, why should he have to recite it 
three times daily? THE ANSWER IS that he says it twice for the food 
of mortal man, and for the whole world, and once is to give force to 
that place where His hands are open.
 

 

346. These two foodstuffs OF MAN differ from each other, FOR THE 
ONE IS FOR THE RICH AND THE OTHER FOR THE POOR. And all 
three types of food are mentioned here in the psalm "A PRAISE OF 
DAVID." "and you give them their food in due season" (Tehilim 
145:15) refers to the food of the rich, for He gives "them their food in 
due season." This is the first of the three. The second is "and satisfy 
the desire of every living thing" (Tehilim 145:16). This refers to the 
food of the poor, for they are satisfied not with much food but with 
what He satisfied them with. The third is the verse "You open your 
hand" (Ibid.), this being strength to that place, for when He opens 
His hands, favor and abundance for all emerge.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/43%20-%20Pinchas.htm (99 of 252)2004/07/07 23:16:20



1

347. Again, I have learned that A MAN HAS TO SAY "A PRAISE OF 
DAVID" twice a day only for his daily food and sustenance. And 
these TWO TIMES are mandatory for a person. And if he says it more 
than twice, this is not in fulfillment of an obligation, but in praise 
among the songs of praise of King David. What is the reason? It is 
because it is not fitting that a man should ask for his sustenance 
until after the prayer, FOR THE PRAYER ITSELF is his Master's 
sustenance, and the King should eat first, and his servants should 
eat afterwards.
 

 

 
 
56. "I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk" 
Rabbi Elazar explains the title verse in the context of the recital of the Sh'ma.

348. It is written: "I am come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I 
have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb 
with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk" (Shir Hashirim 
5:1). The verse continues: "Eat, O dear ones." "I have eaten my 
honeycomb" refers to that part of the prayer service that is said 
seated; NAMELY FROM 'WHO FORMS LIGHT AND CREATES 
DARKNESS...' UNTIL THE RECITAL OF THE SH'MA. "with my honey" 
refers to the recital of the Sh'ma. HE EXPLAINS, "I have eaten my 
honeycomb (Heb. ya'ar)" refers to that part of the prayer service that 
is said seated, BECAUSE the forest (Heb. ya'ar) of Lebanon WHICH 
IS THE WORLD OF BRIYAH, INCLUDES, 'Who forms light and 
creates darkness,' including the wheels and the holy living 
creatures, all of which are called 'the forest of trees' and the saplings 
in it. "with my honey" refers to the recital of the Sh'ma, which is the 
sweetest of all, with much nectar and sweetness.
 

 

349. "I have drunk my wine" is that part of the prayer service that is 
said standing, for it is the drawing down of the upper cellared wine, 
WHICH IS THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH THAT IS IN BINAH, 
AND IT IS THEREFORE SAID ABOUT IT "I HAVE DRUNK MY WINE." 
And this is in the first three OF THE EIGHTEEN blessings OF THE 
AMIDAH, PARALLELING CHOCHMAH, BINAH, AND DA'AT. "with my 
milk" refers to the final three blessings OF THE AMIDAH, AND THEY 
PARALLEL NETZACH, HOD, AND YESOD. AND THE ILLUMINATION 
OF CHASSADIM IS TERMED MILK. And the ones are included in 
each other, NAMELY THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH AND OF 
CHASSADIM ARE INCLUDED IN EACH OTHER. To this point is the 
food of the King. And after the King has eaten, "Eat, O dear ones," 
NAMELY THE ANGELS, "drink deep, O living companions" below, 
NAMELY THE SOULS.
 

 

350. And thus there is no obligation TO OFFER PRAISES for food 
until after the prayer, NAMELY UNTIL AFTER THE KING HAS EATEN, 
AS ABOVE. And what is the reason FOR THE RECITAL OF "A 
PRAISE OF DAVID" (TEHILIM 145) IN THE AFTERNOON SERVICE 
BEFORE THE AMIDAH? IT IS BECAUSE THE AFTERNOON SERVICE 
PARALLELS ISAAC, WHICH IS JUDGMENT. SO before there is harsh 
judgment, NAMELY BEFORE THE PRAYER, while the King's 
countenance is still shining WITH CHESED (LIT. 'FAVOR'), let him 
say "A praise of David" in that order of foodstuffs IN THE THREE 
ASPECTS, for after THE PRAYER when Judgment prevails and 
impends over the world, it is an inappropriate time for that. Rabbi 
Pinchas came and kissed him.
 

 

 
 
57. Now there was a day when the sons of Elohim came to present themselves before Hashem" 
Rabbi Shimon talks about Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year), when harsh judgment is present in the world, telling us that the day spoken of in 
the title was Rosh Hashanah. We learn that "the sons of Elohim" are the supreme court, the seventy officials who always surround the King, and that 
everyone must take care to honor the Holy Name in order to avoid judgment.
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351. Rabbi Yehuda said to Rabbi Shimon, Let my master say some 
beautiful things about Rosh Hashanah. Rabbi Shimon began by 
quoting: "there was (Heb. vayehi) a day" (Iyov 1:6). Wherever it is 
written: vayehi, IT IS A TERM OF anguish. "Now there was a day" 
refers to anguish. Certainly "Now there was a day" refers to a day on 
which there is anguish, and this is Rosh Hashanah, a day on which 
harsh judgment is on the world. SIMILARLY: "And it happened one 
day, that Elisha passed to Shunem" (II Melachim 4:8) was on the day 
of Rosh Hashanah. And wherever it is said "And it happened one 
day" the day referred to is Rosh Hashanah. CONSEQUENTLY, "Now 
there was a day when the sons of the Elohim came to present 
themselves before Hashem" (Iyov 1:6) refers to the day of Rosh 
Hashanah.
  

352. Rosh Hashanah always lasts for two days. What is the reason 
for this? It is so that Isaac, WHO IS THE LEFT COLUMN, WHICH IS 
THE ASPECT OF ROSH HASHANAH, should be composed of 
Judgment and Mercy, WHICH ARE two days, and ISAAC WILL not BE 
JUST one. For WERE ISAAC TO BE just one, WITHOUT THE 
INCLUSION OF MERCY, he would destroy the world, and this is why 
it is written IN JOB twice: "Now there was a day THAT THE SONS OF 
ELOHIM CAME TO PRESENT THEMSELVES BEFORE 
HASHEM" (IYOV 1:6; 2:1).
 

 

353. "the sons of the Elohim came": These are certainly the supreme 
court, the sons of the Elohim, before whom the sons of the King, 
NAMELY YISRAEL, draw near. And they are the seventy officials who 
always surround the King, and they decree Judgment on the world. 
"to present themselves before (lit. 'upon') Hashem": HE ASKS, do 
they stand upon Hashem? HE ANSWERS, No, but when they stand 
to judge THE WORLD, the first to be judged is the one who does not 
honor the Holy Name and does not respect the Torah and His 
servants. So, too, whoever is not concerned about the honor of the 
Holy Name, WHICH IS THE SHECHINAH, that it be not desecrated in 
the land, and whoever is not concerned over the honor of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, he does not give honor to 
this Name. "and the adversary came also amongst them" (Ibid.): 
"also" adds the female of the adversary, LILIT. And so it is here: "to 
present themselves before Hashem" means that the Satan, too, was 
concerned for the honor of this Name, THAT IS TO SAY, HE CAME 
TO INCITE ABOUT THIS.
 

 

 
58. The righteous suffer, the wicked thrive 
Rav Hamnuna tells Elijah that a righteous man whose sins are few is punished in this world, but a man with many sins and a few good deeds is 
rewarded in this world. He goes on to say that people must confess their own sins to God and then He will hear, judge, and forgive him.
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354. Here the ancient pillars of the world were divided. One said: Job 
was one of the pious of the nations of the world, and another said: 
Job was one of the pious of Yisrael, but was smitten in order to find 
atonement for the world. One day Rav Hamnuna found Elijah and 
said to him: We have definitely learned that there is a righteous man 
in adversity and a wicked man who prospers. RAV HAMNUNA 
EXPLAINED AND said: A righteous man is one whose sins are few 
and who pays the price for them in this world, and thus is a 
righteous man in adversity. But if his sins are many and his good 
deeds few, then he receives his reward in this world, AND THUS is a 
wicked man who prospers. He said to him: The judgments of the 
Master of the World are profound, but when the Holy One, blessed 
be He, wants to make atonement for the sins of the generation, He 
smites their arm and through this action the generation is healed. It 
can be likened to a doctor who smites, NAMELY LETS BLOOD IN the 
arm in order to save all the parts, as it is written: "But he was 
wounded because of our transgressions" (Yeshayah 53:5).
 

 

355. As we have learned, on that day of Rosh Hashanah, seventy 
seats of justice arise to judge the world, many for the defense and 
many for the prosecution standing on high, those on the right for 
innocence and those on the left for guilt, to recall the sins of the 
world and the sins of each individual. A man has therefore to 
CONFESS AND specify his sins, each one just as it is, for whoever 
expounds his sins BEFORE THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, 
judgment is passed on him by the Holy One, blessed be He, and by 
no other. And whoever is judged by the Holy One, blessed be He, it 
is for his good. This is why King David requested: "Judge me, 
Elohim" (Tehilim 43:1), You and none other. Similarly, Solomon said, 
"that He maintain the cause of His servant" (I Melachim, 8:59). He 
and no other. And the HEAVENLY court leaves him.
 

 

356. This is why the sins of every limb have to be expounded, and 
everything that he did in detail, as it is written: "I acknowledge my 
sin to You" (Tehilim 32:5). And this same verse concludes: "and You 
forgave the iniquity of my sin. Se'la." How do we know this? We 
know it from Moses, for it is written: "This people has sinned a great 
sin" (Shemot 32:31). And about Yisrael is written: "We have sinned 
because we have forsaken Hashem" (I Shmuel 12:10). Should you 
suggest THAT THE VERSE ABOUT MOSES refers to an individual 
alone, while in public one does not HAVE TO SPECIFY ONE'S SINS, 
then the other verse "WE HAVE SINNED BECAUSE WE HAVE 
FORSAKEN HASHEM" comes to teach the opposite, FOR IT IS SAID 
IN PUBLIC. And should you agree that it is to be in public, but that it 
is not the cantor WHO HAS TO DETAIL THE SINS, the opposite is 
suggested, as it is written: "And Moses returned to Hashem and 
said: This people has sinned a great sin." And it is written in the 
continuation of the same verse: "and have made them an Elohim of 
gold." What is the reason? It is because the heavenly court leaves 
alone the person who expounds his own sins AND DOES NOT FIND 
HIM GUILTY. Because a man may be considered as one of his own 
close relatives, AND A RELATIVE IS UNACCEPTABLE AS A 
WITNESS. He is, THEREFORE, not judged according to his OWN 
testimony.
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357. Again, he does not let the prosecutor teach guilt and fault about 
him, because the person himself comes first and tells all, leaving 
nothing for anyone else to mention. Then the Holy One, blessed be 
He, forgives him, as it is written: "But whoever confesses and 
forsakes them shall have mercy" (Mishlei 28:13).
 

 

 
 
59. Rosh Hashanah 
We learn why Rosh Hashanah lasts for two days, and that when people are coming to be judged Yisrael comes in first. It is important that we know 
the meaning of the blowing of the Shofar that arouses leniency and mercy.

358. On the days of Rosh Hashanah, the court prepares a throne for 
the King to judge the whole world. Yisrael comes in first to be judged 
before Him, so that Mercy will multiply, NAMELY BEFORE ANGER IS 
AROUSED AT THE SINNERS OF THE WORLD. It is written "that He 
maintain...the cause of his people Yisrael, as each day may 
require" (I Melachim 8:59). What is the meaning of "as each day may 
require"? THE MEANING IS the two days of Rosh Hashanah. And 
why are there two days? Because they are two courts joined 
together. There is the upper judgment, which is harsh, and the lower 
judgment that is lenient, and both of them exist.
 

 

359. And in this respect the Babylonians did not know the secret of 
the Sh'varim and T'ruah and that both of them are required. The 
T'ruah is strict judgment. The three notes of the Sh'varim are lenient 
judgment, AND IT IS LIKE someone who groans FROM HIS HEART, 
which is soft. They did not know WHICH OF THE TWO WAS 
REQUIRED, AND they THEREFORE had both of them. But we know 
BOTH, THAT BOTH OF THEM ARE REQUIRED, and do both OF 
THEM. And everything comes out by the way of truth.
 

 

360. He began by quoting: "Blow the horn at the new moon, in 
concealment for our feast day. For it is a statute for Yisrael, an 
ordinance of the Elohim of Jacob" (Tehilim 81:4-5). What is "Blow 
the horn at the new moon"? It means the lenient judgment, that is 
called "new moon." And what is "in concealment"? This is harsh 
judgment, which is ALSO TERMED 'the fear of Isaac'. It is a judgment 
that is concealed permanently, NAMELY THE MANULA, which is not 
judgment openly, FOR IT IS CONCEALED IN THE UPPER THREE 
SFIROT, AS ABOVE. "For it is a statute" refers to lenient judgment, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE MAFTECHA, WHICH IS IN THE 
OPEN. "an ordinance" refers to judgment contained with 
compassion, and the two of them are there together, AS IN THE 
PARAGRAPH ABOVE, and this is why there are two days OF ROSH 
HASHANAH, both of which are in the same secret.
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361. "Happy is the people that know teru'ah" (Tehilim 89:15). It does 
not say "that hear," nor does it say "that blow the sounds OF A 
TERU'AH," but "that know." This is because ONLY the sages who 
dwell in the atmosphere of the holy land are the ones who know 
teru'ah. The secret of the teru'ah is as it is written: "You shall break 
them (Heb. teroem) with a rod of iron" (Tehilim 2:9). What people is 
there like Yisrael, who know the heavenly secrets of their Master and 
enter in before Him and associate with Him. And all those who know 
the secret of the teru'ah will draw near and walk in the light of the 
countenance of the Holy One, blessed be He, because this is the first 
light that the Holy One, blessed be He, hid for the righteous. This is 
why it is necessary to know it, THE T'RUAH.
 

 

 
 
60. The appendix of the liver, gall, trachea, esophagus and the Shofar 
Rav Hamnuna talks about the iniquity of Lilit and Samael, saying that they are the liver and the appendix, and that from them emerge the gall that is 
the sword of the Angel of Death. On Rosh Hashanah the gall wanders the world collecting up sins, and all of Yisrael are in trouble; this is when they 
blow the Shofar.

362. It is written: "the appendix of the liver" (Vayikra 9:10), and also: 
"the appendix above the liver" (Ibid. 3:4). "the appendix of the liver" 
MEANS a woman of harlotry, THAT IS LILIT, who comes out and 
emerges from the liver, THAT IS SAMAEL, to mislead the world and 
denounce them, and she leaves the male to practice prostitution. 
And that is why IT IS WRITTEN: "the appendix of the liver"; "the 
appendix above the liver" MEANS THAT, after making her adulterous 
union, she rises above him. She has "a harlot's forehead" (Yirmeyah 
3:3) and subdues her husband, who is SAMAEL, WHO IS CALLED 
'liver', with the anger of the gall, being a quarrelsome and anger-
prone wife who rules over her male. THUS "The harlot's forehead" 
has control over the liver, WHICH IS SAMAEL, BECAUSE SHE IS a 
woman of quarrel and anger AND IS THEREFORE CALLED "THE 
APPENDIX ABOVE THE LIVER."
 

 

363. "the appendix of the liver:" BECAUSE SHE emerges from the 
liver, WHO, AS EXPLAINED ABOVE, IS SAMAEL HER HUSBAND, in 
order to harm the whole world and practice adultery with all. She 
then mounts the male, with "a harlot's forehead," audaciously, and 
she is then above the liver. Again, she is called "the appendix of the 
liver," from another point of view, for after she has gone out to play 
prostitute with all, she gives the leftovers to her husband, and this is 
the meaning of "the appendix of the liver," appendix MEANING THE 
REMAINING LEFTOVERS.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/43%20-%20Pinchas.htm (104 of 252)2004/07/07 23:16:20



1

364. From the liver and the appendix, WHICH ARE SAMAEL AND 
LILIT, emerges the gall, which is the sword of the Angel of Death, 
from which come bitter drops to kill human beings. It is written: "Her 
end is bitter (Heb. marah, also meaning 'gall') as 
wormwood" (Mishlei 5:4). And the gall is hanging over the liver, all 
sickness and death being dependent on it, ON THE KLIPAH THAT IS 
CALLED 'GALL'. And on that day of Rosh Hashanah, she prowls 
through the world, collecting up all the sins that are in the world. 
And then all the parts, which are Yisrael, are in trouble, FOR 
YISRAEL is composed of the parts of the Shechinah, AS IT IS SAID: 
"The soul of man is the candle of Hashem" (Mishlei 20:27), WHICH 
MEANS THAT THE SOUL OF MAN IS DERIVED FROM THE CANDLE 
OF HASHEM, which is the holy Shechinah. And then, on ROSH 
HASHANAH, all Yisrael is in trouble, so they take a Shofar to awaken 
with those calls: T'kiah, Sh'varim, T'ruah. 
Moses talks about the participation of the body - the trachea, the 
lungs, the arteries, the breath, the esophagus and the mouth - in the 
blowing of the Shofar. He says that the Satan has no control on Yom 
Kippur, the Day of Atonement. Yisrael's strength is in the voice, not 
in eating and drinking like everyone else in the world, and it is 
necessary to awaken the voice with the ten Shofar verses. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

365. Said the Faithful Shepherd: Certain it is that since the limbs and 
the arteries of the heart, that are likened to Yisrael, are in trouble, 
they have to awaken in the trachea pipe, which is the secret of the 
Shofar, this being the windpipe connected to the lung. Since the 
lobes of the lung are unable to quiet the anger of the gall, which 
overcomes the arteries of the heart and all the arteries in the limbs of 
the body, that breath, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF CHASSADIM that 
blows in them, rises in the trachea, which is a Shofar, namely the 
next world. FOR A SHOFAR IS THE SECRET OF BINAH THAT IS 
CALLED 'THE NEXT WORLD'. And so it has been taught: The 
esophagus is like this world, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, 
for there is eating and drinking in it, NAMELY THE MOCHIN OF 
CHASSADIM AND CHOCHMAH THAT ARE TERMED EATING AND 
DRINKING. The trachea is likened to the next world, WHICH IS 
BINAH, for there is no eating and drinking in it, FOR THOSE MOCHIN 
ARE NOT DISCLOSED THERE IN BINAH, BUT IN MALCHUT.
  

366. And after the Vav of trachea (Heb. VESHET - VAV SHIN TET) has 
wandered off (HEB. SHAT - SHIN TET), because of the great amount 
of eating that it robbed, it grew longer, AND THE VAV BECAME A 
FINAL NUN and becomes the Satan (Sin Tet Nun). Who caused that? 
"the people wandered about (Heb. shatu) and gathered..." (Bemidbar 
11:8), 'SHATU', CAN BE DERIVED FROM THE WORD 'SH'TUT' (LIT. 
'STUPIDITY'). FOR THAT ONE brought about their stupidity in that 
they intermingled with the foolish mixed multitude whose craving 
was for food and drink and robbery and violence, "For the violence 
done to the poor, for the sighing of the needy" (Tehilim 12:6). They 
went astray with a bent Nun, for they ate without grinding it. And 
what is written about them? "And while the meat was yet between 
their teeth, before it was chewed, the wrath of Hashem was inflamed 
against the people" (Bemidbar 11:33). For the Vav of shatu (Shin Tet 
Vav), wandered about, expanded AND BECAME A FINAL NUN, THUS 
MAKING THE SATAN. And he whose spirit is bowed down is as a 
BENT Nun, THAT IS TO SAY THAT THE SANCTITY HAD BECOME A 
BENT NUN, BUT THE OTHER SIDE A STRAIGHT FINAL NUN. And the 
result of this was that the Satan spread through eating and drinking 
and overcame all the limbs and the arteries with the 365 negative 
precepts, FOR ALL 365 DAYS OF THE SOLAR YEAR. And this is as 
the numerical value of HaSatan (the Satan), minus one, which is THE 
DAY OF Yom Kippur, on which there is no eating and drinking. THUS 
the Satan HAS NO CONTROL ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, AND IS 
SHORT ONE DAY OF THE FULL 365.
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367. AND THE DAY OF ATONEMENT is like the trachea OF THE 
LUNG, WHICH IS BINAH AND THE NEXT WORLD, AS ABOVE. And it 
is Vav, the son (Heb. ben) of Yud Hei. And in respect thereof, the 
sages of the Mishnah taught: "If one sees a reed (Heb. kaneh) in a 
dream, he may hope for wisdom, for it says "Get (Heb. k'neh) 
wisdom, get understanding" (Mishlei 4:5). For there is no kaneh that 
is less than two, namely: Yud Chochmah, Hei Binah, FOR THERE IS 
NO BINAH WITHOUT CHOCHMAH AND NO CHOCHMAH WITHOUT 
BINAH. And this is why they should awaken the Shofar, for it is a 
trachea, AS ABOVE, which is the next world, a long world, THAT 
RECEIVES FROM ARICH (LIT. 'LONG') ANPIN, from whom come the 
thirteen attributes of Mercy, because in Vav Aleph Vav, of which the 
Aleph is THE SECRET OF Erech (lit. 'long'), and the two Vavs are 
THE SECRET OF Apayim (suffering, lit. 'two noses').
 

 

368. And Upper Mother is teki'ah from the side of Abraham, WHO IS 
CHESED. Shevarim are from the side of Isaac, WHO IS GVURAH. 
Teru'ah is from the side of Jacob, WHO IS TIFERET. The lower 
Shechinah, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is the link (Heb. kesher - Kof Shin 
Resh) between them all, for it receives them all. AND THE WORD 
KESHER IS FORMED FROM THE INITIAL LETTERS OF TEKI'AH, 
SHEVARIM, TERU'AH, where teki'ah is Kof, shevarim is Shin, and 
teru'ah is Resh. And all of them are tripled in the Shechinah, as it is 
written: 'They proclaim you thrice holy'. For the voice cannot come 
out OF THE BODY other than through the mouth. So here, too, the 
Shechinah must not be separated from the Holy One, blessed be He, 
for about the Holy One, blessed be He, it is said: "The voice of 
Hashem hews out flames of fire" (Tehilim 29:7). And the Shechinah 
is "the prayer of every mouth." And these are the mnemonics: Kof 
Shin Resh Kof; Kof Shin Kof; Kof Resh Kof. AND THE BLOWS ARE 
EXPLAINED ABOVE.
 

 

369. The Shofar is taken in order to awaken with it T'ruah and T'kiah, 
WHICH ARE harsh Judgment with Mercy, FOR THE T'RUAH IS 
HARSH JUDGMENT, AND T'KIAH IS MERCY. And Sh'varim T'KIAH 
means lenient Judgment with Mercy, SINCE SHEVARIM IS LENIENT 
JUDGMENT AND T'KIAH IS MERCY. And then they thus awaken on 
high and intermingle with each other, THAT IS, JUDGMENT WITH 
MERCY AND MERCY WITH JUDGMENT.
 

 

370. And in the compilation of the first section, the Faithful Shepherd 
said that through this the Satan was sweetened and the final Nun of 
veshet (lit. 'esophagus' - Vav Shin Tet), was folded AND IT 
RETURNED TO BE A VAV. Where the ESOPHAGUS became the 
Satan, it is now put back, and becomes an esophagus again, as it 
was. This is because "the voice is the voice of Jacob" (Beresheet 
27:22), for Yisrael have no power through eating and drinking, as do 
the other nations who inherit this world, for their strength is in eating 
and drinking. But AS FOR YISRAEL, their strength is in the voice, 
which is the next world, a long world that was created with the letter 
Yud. And since the voice of the Shofar WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
THE MOCHIN OF ZEIR ANPIN THAT ARE CALLED 'VOICE', WHICH 
RECEIVES FROM SHOFAR, WHICH IS BINAH, emerges from it, 
FROM THE YUD WHICH IS CHOCHMAH, the sages said: 'one may 
not blow less than...ten Shofar verses' NAMELY CORRESPONDING 
TO THE LETTER YUD (= ten). For with the letter Yud is certainly 
made a long world, which is Vav, the next world, NAMELY THAT 
RECEIVES MOCHIN OF THE NEXT WORLD, AS ABOVE. And with the 
letter Hei He created this world, which is small Hei, NAMELY 
MALCHUT, in which there is eating and drinking of the Torah, 
NAMELY THE MOCHIN OF CHOCHMAH AND CHASSADIM THAT ARE 
CALLED 'EATING' AND 'DRINKING'.
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371. And there is yet another secret. For after the decree is enacted 
in the two letters Hei Hei, which are the two courts OF BINAH AND 
OF MALCHUT, who is able to rescind the decree of both of them, if 
not the YUD VAV OF Yud Hei Vav Hei. For the letter Hei OF is Upper 
Mother, BINAH, and Yud is father, CHOCHMAH. And what is written? 
"Every vow and every binding oath to afflict the soul (which is Hei 
THAT IS CALLED 'SOUL', HEB. NEFESH), her husband may let it 
stand or her husband may make it void" (Bemidbar 30:14). HERE 
YUD IS THE HUSBAND OF THE FIRST HEI, WHICH IS BINAH, AND 
VAV IS THE HUSBAND OF THE SECOND HEI, WHICH IS MALCHUT. 
THUS THE YUD AND VAV CAN RESCIND THE DECREE OF THE TWO 
HEIS, (the two courts). It is thus necessary to awaken the voice, that 
is Vav, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, with the ten Shofar verses, that is 
Yud, IN ORDER TO ANNUL THE JUDGMENTS OF THE TWO (HEIS) 
COURTS, WHICH ARE BINAH AND MALCHUT. And the main thing is 
that each of the mnemonics (the order of the prescribed blowing 
sounds) should be sounded in one breath, in the mouth, which is the 
tenth part of ten, (the mnemonics being KOF SHIN RESH KOF 
(standing for the SHOFAR calls: T'KIAH, SHEVARIM, T'RUAH, 
T'KIAH); KOF SHIN KOF (standing for the calls: TEKI'AH, SHEVARIM, 
T'KIAH); and KOF RESH KOF (standing for T'KIAH, T'RUAH, T'KIAH)).
 

 

372. Immediately on hearing these matters, Rabbi Shimon and the 
friends exclaimed: Blessed be Elohim that we have been privileged 
to hear such matters from him, who is called 'the master of all the 
prophets', 'master of all the sages', 'master of all the ministering 
angels', through whose mouth the Holy One, blessed be He, and His 
Shechinah speak, and by whose hands He wrote these secrets, the 
like of which have not been heard since the revelation of the Torah 
until now.
 

 

373. The FAITHFUL SHEPHERD said TO RABBI SHIMON: holy 
luminary, complete the matters of the secrets of the first compilation 
part, by expounding on them, for the heads of all of the academies 
on high and the heads of all the academies below are ready to hear 
these things from your mouth, with your clarifications. For thereby 
will rejoicing and redemption awaken in heaven above and on the 
earth below. "Give no rest" (Yeshayah 62:7), neither you nor any of 
your friends.
 

 

 
 
61. The liver and the heart 
Rabbi Shimon says that the heart (God) takes from the liver only that which is pure and clean, leaving all the foulness for Samael, who distributes it 
to the idol worshipping nations.

374. With T'ruah and T'kiah and Sh'varim, everything is perfumed, 
one with the other, FOR ALL OF THE JUDGMENTS ARE MITIGATED, 
and everything that the liver is holding it sacrifices to the heart, 
which is the King, to nourish him. And it is neither the way of that 
heart, nor its desire, the foulness of the deeds of His people, but He 
takes everything that is clear and pure, NAMELY all the merits and 
the good deeds, while all the foulness, the filth and the dirt, which 
are the bad deeds He leaves for the liver, WHICH IS SAMAEL, about 
whom it is said: "Esau...is a hairy (Heb. sair) man" (Beresheet 27:11). 
And all its arteries, which are the other idol-worshipping peoples, are 
as it is written: "And the goat (Heb. seir) shall bear upon him all their 
iniquities" (Vayikra 16:22). What is meant by "their iniquities" (Heb. 
avonotam)? avonot tam, namely the iniquities of a tam, a complete 
man, the reference being to the same one about whom it is said: 
"And Jacob was a plain (Heb. tam) man" (Beresheet 25:27). And the 
iniquities of His people are in the arteries AND SINEWS that pulsate 
in the heart.
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375. And this is why boils and leprosy and skin sores of all the limbs 
are to be found in the liver, deriving from the filth that remains there. 
From the heart comes health for all the limbs, for that is how it is: 
since the heart took all that is pure, clean, and bright, the liver takes 
what is left over there of the dirt and the filth and distributes it to all 
the other limbs, which are the other idol worshipping nations, 
against their will. And from the garbage, the refuse of the liver, the 
spleen, WHICH IS LILIT, takes, about whom it is said: "Let there be 
lights" (Beresheet 1:14), where the word 'lights' is spelled without 
Vav, WHICH CAN ALSO BE READ AS M'ERAT, 'THE CURSE OF,' 
BECAUSE LILIT WAS CREATED, as in the verse: "The curse (Heb. 
M'erat) of Hashem is in the house of the wicked" (Mishlei 3:33).
 

 

 
 
62. The spleen and the gall 
Moses talks about the spleen that is laughter and the gall that is anger, and says that anger is better than laughter; this illustrates his point that the 
righteous are punished now for their sins so that they will inherit the World to Come.

376. More was compiled in this first section. The Faithful Shepherd 
said, Did not the sages teach about it: The spleen laughs, and this is 
"the laughter of the fool" (Kohelet 7:6)? For this reason the sages of 
the Mishnah taught: Woe to him to whom time laughs. FOR HE 
RECEIVES HIS REWARD DURING HIS LIFETIME. And Kohelet said: 
"Anger is better than laughter" (Kohelet 7:3). THE MEANING OF THIS 
IS: The anger of the liver, which is the gall, the whiplash of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, is a whip with which to beat the righteous in this 
world with bad illnesses and plagues. AND THIS IS BETTER than the 
laughter with which the spleen, WHICH IS LILIT, laughs at us, with 
the dirt of this world, and better than the laughter of time, namely 
temporary wealth. FOR THEY RECEIVE IN THIS WORLD THE 
REWARD OF THE GOOD DEEDS THAT THEY DID, SO THAT THEY 
SHOULD UTTERLY PERISH FROM THE NEXT WORLD, WHILE THE 
RIGHTEOUS RECEIVE THE PUNISHMENT FOR THE SINS THEY 
HAVE COMMITTED IN THIS WORLD SO THAT THEY WILL INHERIT 
THE NEXT WORLD. Again, venom of the spleen is a reptile of the 
dust, which is stronger than the venom of the gall.
 

 

377. And since the mixed multitude are the leaven in the dough, 
NAMELY THEY INTERMINGLED WITH YISRAEL AS LEAVEN IN THE 
DOUGH and the nations of the world are like chaff, the mixed 
multitude delays Yisrael in exile more than do the idol-worshipping 
nations, as the sages taught. But what prevents us? The leaven in 
the dough." FOR THE MIXED MULTITUDE stick to Yisrael as does 
the leaven to the dough, but the nations of the world are no more 
than "like the chaff which the wind drives away" (Tehilim 1:4).
 

 

 
 
63. The scapegoat, the liver and the heart 
The Faithful Shepherd explains how the goat bears all of Yisrael's iniquities.
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378. Again: "And the goat shall bear upon him all their 
iniquities" (Vayikra 16:22). When the Satan wants to inform against 
Yisrael before the Holy One, blessed be He, and he bears all the sins 
that he can carry, until he becomes heavy (Heb. kaved, which word 
also means 'liver') "like a heavy burden they are too heavy for" him 
(Tehilim 38:5), THAT HE CARRIES upon his wings. What does he do? 
He, like an ass, ascends a high mountain, and when he gets near the 
top and wants to climb up that little bit more that is left for him, the 
weight of the burden overcomes him, and he falls, and tumbles down 
to the bottom, and with the weight of the burden pressing on him, all 
his bones are broken into pieces, until not a single limb in him 
remains whole. Thus, too, did it happen to Samael and the Serpent, 
which are liver and the appendix of the liver, the Evil Inclination and 
its partner a harlot, whence every daughter of a strange El is 
CALLED 'a harlot'. 
End of the Ra'aya Meheimna 
Rabbi Pinchas reiterates the information about the role of Samael, 
the liver. We also hear about the humility of David.
 

 

379. Rabbi Pinchas said TO RABBI SHIMON, This path was ordained 
for me to hear these things from the Ancient of Days. Happy is the 
world in which you reside. Woe to the world where orphans remain 
without knowing matters of Torah properly. For it is certainly like 
that: the liver, WHICH IS SAMAEL, takes everything, good and bad, 
and although it moves around and gathers in all the sins of Yisrael, it 
likewise gathers up their merits, too, to establish his slanderous 
informing FOR THE LIAR HAS TO SPEAK SOME TRUTH AT THE 
BEGINNING FOR PEOPLE TO BELIEVE HIM. And it sacrifices 
everything, BOTH MERITS AND DEMERITS, to the heart, and the way 
of the heart is not to take anything but the purest, clearest and 
brightest of all, NAMELY THE MERITS, as you have said. And the 
remaining filth and dirt, WHICH ARE THE INIQUITIES, it returns to 
the liver, who has no choice but to take everything, as it is written: 
"And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities" (Vayikra 
16:22). I am going over this matter again, ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE 
ALREADY STATED IT, so that it will be sweet in my mouth as the 
sweetness of honey. Happy is my portion that I have been privileged 
to see this with my own eyes.
 

 

380. He, too, began by quoting: "Hashem, my heart is not haughty, 
nor my eyes lofty" (Tehilim 131:1). David spoke this verse when he 
was walking on the bank of the river, and said, Master of the 
Universe, has there ever been a man in the world who gave thanks 
and praised his Master as I have? A frog chanced by and said to him, 
David, you have no cause to be proud, for I have achieved more than 
you, for I have sacrificed my body at my Master's command, as it is 
written: "and the river shall bring forth frogs in swarms" (Shemot 
7:28). And this, indeed, is how it has been interpreted. And also, I 
give praises and sing day and night, without interruption. Then at 
that moment, David said: "Hashem, my heart is not haughty, nor my 
eyes lofty." "Hashem, my heart is not haughty..." (THE 
CONTINUATION IS MISSING).
 

 

 
 
64. The rose 
We learn that when Yisrael open their hearts in repentance they immediately emit a sweet fragrance and God removes them from among the thorns.
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381. (THE BEGINNING OF THE ARTICLE IS MISSING.)...this is a 
sacrifice that is on every day and at every time to the Holy One, 
blessed be He, in which the Shechinah is included among all HER 
other crowds, WHO ARE YISRAEL. And all these Services remove 
her from among the thorns, namely from among the other nations. 
So it is with Yisrael. So long as they are hard-hearted and do not 
make a start at repenting, they do not send up an aroma, and there is 
none to remove them from among the thorns. But when they open 
their hearts in repentance, they immediately emit an aroma, and He 
removes them from among the thorns. And the Congregation of 
Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT, obtains pleasure from them, as it is 
written: "Open to me, my sister, my love" (Shir Hashirim 5:2), for so 
long as the rose is closed, it gives off no aroma and does not rise 
above the thorns but sits among them, as they have said. And the 
only reason that the Holy One, blessed be He, sent us along this 
path was so that we should learn these matters.
 

 

 
 
65. The eagle 
An eagle descends, takes a rose from among the rabbis, and flies away. Rabbi Pinchas talks about the inner meaning of this event. In the morning 
the rabbis see a comet, and Rabbi Pinchas says that when God calls the stars by name they run to praise him.

382. While they were still sitting there, an eagle came, descended IN 
HIS FLIGHT and took one rose from among them and went. They 
said: From here on we shall go on our way. They arose and left. And 
so far they had ALL gone in the way of Rabbi Pinchas, for Rabbi 
Shimon went together with Rabbi Elazar and the other companions, 
while Rabbi Pinchas was with the other companions.
 

 

383. Rabbi Pinchas began by quoting about this, ABOUT THE 
EAGLE THAT TOOK THE ROSE: "To the chief musician upon 
Shushan Edut; A michtam (lit. 'writ') of David, to teach" (Tehilim 
60:1). What is the meaning of "to teach"? It is to teach wisdom to 
mortal man, and we have already expounded this. "Shushan Edut" 
refers to the Great Sanhedrin, WHICH IS MALCHUT THAT ATTIRES 
BINAH, FOR THE MOCHIN of BINAH ARE CALLED 'EDUT' (LIT. 
'TESTIMONY'). "A michtam of David" refers to a sign that was shown 
to David in Shushan Edut THAT HE WOULD WIN THE WAR, when he 
sent Joab to Aram Naharaim (Mesopotamia) and Aram Tzova to 
make war against them. Rabbi Pinchas said, This Shushan Edut that 
is mentioned here is when the stars that are in the heavens and the 
Shechinah are over us, and with it the upper levels, NAMELY THE 
MOCHIN OF BINAH THAT ARE CALLED 'TESTIMONY', and it is a 
holy help for extolling praises. This is Shushan, in perfection, as is 
fitting. They arose and went on their way, some in one direction, 
others in a different direction. Rabbi Pinchas went to the village of 
Akimin and stayed overnight, and Rabbi Yitzchak and Rabbi Chiya 
were with him.
 

 

384. As they got up early to leave, and sat to wait for the morning 
light, Rabbi Chiya looked up and saw those comets: NAMELY 
STARS THAT CARRY ALONG A TAIL OF LIGHT BEHIND THEM, 
streaming in the sky. He said: a number of times I have asked about 
those stars. WHAT IS THEIR SIGNIFICANCE?
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385. Rabbi Pinchas said, These comets are known in the 
understanding of the companions, for the Holy One, blessed be He, 
created all these stars of the firmament, both great and small, and 
they all give thanks and praise to the Holy One, blessed be He, and 
when their time to sing praises arrives, the Holy One, blessed be He, 
calls them by name, as it is written: "He calls them all by 
names" (Yeshayah 40:26). And they then run and hold out a scepter 
of light to go and praise their Master in the same place where they 
were numbered, as it is written: "Lift up your eyes on high and 
behold who has created these things, that brings out their host by 
numbers" (Ibid.). Meanwhile the light dawned. They arose and went.
 

 

 
 
66. A great eagle and King Solomon 
An eagle circles over the heads of the rabbis. Rabbi Pinchas interprets this as a sign of mercy for those who are on their sick-beds, and says that 
this is the time for them to be healed. He calls to the eagle but it flies away, and Rabbi Chiya recalls how King Solomon used to ride on a great eagle 
every day to the place where Aza and Azael were imprisoned; from them Solomon learned wisdom.

386. While they were walking along, a large eagle came and circled 
their heads, remaining over them. Rabbi Pinchas said, This is 
certainly a favorable time, right now, and the Gates of Mercy are 
open for all those who are on a sick-bed, and this is the time to heal 
them. And although they are the prisoners of the King, FOR THEY 
ARE CONFINED TO THEIR BEDS, this eagle is a sign of Mercy, FOR 
THE FACE OF THE EAGLE IS THE SECRET OF THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN, WHICH IS MERCY.
 

 

387. He began by quoting: "As an eagle that stirs up its nest, broods 
over its young" (Devarim 32:11). There is none in the world that has 
mercy over its young as does the eagle. This we have already learnt 
as it is written: "and the young vultures shall eat it" (Mishlei 30:17), 
for he is merciful to his children. And since now is the time of mercy, 
this eagle has come and circled around us. This is the time of mercy 
for all those who are ill AND LYING ON THEIR BEDS, and this is as is 
written: "My voice shall You hear in the morning, Hashem" (Tehilim 
5:4), this being the morning of Abraham, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
CHESED, and the awakening OF CHESED.
 

 

388. While he was speaking, the eagle flew in a circle and went 
ahead of them. Rabbi Pinchas said, Eagle, eagle, what are you doing 
here with us? If you have come on a mission from your Master, 
behold, we are here. If you have come for something else, behold, 
we are here, ready. The eagle flew upwards and disappeared from 
their sight, and they sat down.
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389. Rabbi Chiya said: This matter of King Solomon is wondrous, for 
we have learned that a large eagle used to come to King Solomon 
every day, and King Solomon would ride on the wings, and they 
would travel four hundred parasangs in one hour. Where did the 
eagle take him? "and Tadmor in the wilderness" (I Melachim 9:18), in 
the hills. There is a certain place among the Mountains of Darkness 
that is called 'Tarmod' in the wilderness, and this is not the place 
WHERE the Tarmodites LIVE, but Tarmod that is in the wilderness in 
the hills, where all the spirits AND FORCES of the Other Side gather. 
And that eagle would fly there in one hour.
 

 

390. Once the eagle stood over that place, TARMOD; the eagle drew 
itself up, and Solomon wrote a note and threw it down there, and 
THEREBY was saved from those spirits. And the eagle used to look 
into the darkness of the mountains, to the place where Uza and 
Azael were imprisoned by chains of iron, thrust and anchored in the 
depths; there is no man in the world that has the ability to enter 
there, not even birds of the heaven, with the exception of Bilaam.
 

 

391. And since the eagle used to look into the great darkness, he 
FLEW down low and took King Solomon under his left wing and 
covered him. AND THE EAGLE stood upon those chains OF UZA 
AND AZAEL, and drew near to them. Solomon then took out a ring, 
on which he had engraved the Holy Name, and placed it in the 
eagle's mouth. And immediately they, UZA AND AZAEL, would say 
everything that Solomon wanted, and from there Solomon knew 
wisdom. This is as it is written: "And Solomon built (Heb. Vayiven)... 
Tadmor in the wilderness, in the land" (Ibid.). HE ASKS did he really 
put up a building in the land? No! So what is meaning of "Vayiven"? 
VAYIVEN COMES FROM THE WORD HAVANAH (lit. 'understanding'), 
for he looked with understanding and knew that place, TADMOR, 
from which he knew wisdom.
 

 

 
 
67. The rose, part two 
The eagle returns, drops a rose to the rabbis, and again flies away. Rabbi Pinchas says that God sent them this rose through the agency of the eagle 
as testimony to the Work of Creation. He explains the meaning to be derived from the parts of the rose.

392. And while they were still sitting there, the eagle came back to 
them, with one rose in its mouth, which he dropped in front of them, 
and flew away. They saw this and rejoiced. Rabbi Pinchas said, Did I 
not tell you that this eagle is on a mission from its Master? This rose 
(Heb. shoshanah) is an allusion to Shushan Edut, as I said, and the 
Holy One, blessed be He, sent it to us.
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393. He began again as before and said: "To the chief musician upon 
Shushan Edut; A michtam (lit. 'writ') of David, to teach" (Tehilim 
60:1). HE ASKS does this mean that Shushan is testimony (Heb. 
edut)? What is the testimony to which it testifies? THE ANSWER IS 
that this Shushan is witness to the Work of Creation, and is witness 
to the Congregation of Yisrael, and is witness to the heavenly unity. 
And this is so because in a rose (Heb. shoshanah) there are thirteen 
petals, all of them on one root, and there are five strong petals on 
the outside, that cover this rose and protect it.
 

 

394. And it is all in the secret of wisdom, for the thirteen leaves 
allude to the thirteen attributes of Mercy that the Congregation of 
Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT, inherit from above, FROM THE 
THIRTEEN ATTRIBUTES OF ARICH ANPIN. And all of them are 
attached to one root, which is one covenant, NAMELY YESOD OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, BY WHOSE MEANS MALCHUT RECEIVES THE 
THIRTEEN ATTRIBUTES OF MERCY OF ARICH ANPIN. AND THUS 
THE ROOT OF THE THIRTEEN LEAVES OF THE ROSE THAT ARE 
BENEATH THEM IS an example of the covenant, which is the 
foundation (Yesod) of everything. The five strong LEAVES that 
surround it are the fifty gates, NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, AND HOD, OF BINAH, EACH ONE OF WHICH IS 
COMPOSED OF TEN. And they are five hundred years that the Tree 
of Life, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, goes by, FOR IT RECEIVES THEM IN 
THE PLACE OF BINAH, WHOSE SFIROT ARE IN THE SECRET OF 
HUNDREDS, AND THEY ARE FIVE HUNDRED YEARS.
 

 

395. THE ROSE IS witness to the Work of Creation, for all the Works 
of Creation are words known with understanding and take part in the 
reckoning of Elohim of the Work of Creation, WHICH IS BINAH. And 
it is seen above and seen below. It is seen above, namely in the 
secret of the next world, WHICH IS BINAH, and seen below in the 
secret of the Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT.
 

 

396. The rose is witness to the Work of Creation, for it has all these 
signs, NAMELY THE THIRTEEN ATTRIBUTES OF MERCY AND THE 
FIVE SFIROT OF CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, AND HOD. 
For it is written: "In the beginning Elohim created..." (Beresheet 
1:16): This is the rose, WHICH IS BINAH AND WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
BECAUSE IT IS SEEN ABOVE AND SEEN BELOW, AS ABOVE IN 
THE PRECEDING SECTION. The thirteen leaves are the thirteen 
words from "In the beginning Elohim" (Beresheet 1:1) UNTIL "...AND 
A WIND FROM Elohim" (Ibid. 2), namely: ...1) the 2) heaven 3) and the 
4) earth. 5) And the earth 6) was 7) without form 8) and void 9) and 
darkness was 10) on 11) the face of 12) the deep 13). And a wind... 
These, then, are the thirteen leaves of the rose THAT ALLUDE TO 
THE THIRTEEN ATTRIBUTES. The five stronger LEAVES that 
surround these thirteen are: 1) moved 2) over 3) the surface of 4) the 
waters. 5) And (Elohim) said; FROM THE WORD ELOHIM IN THE 
EXPRESSION "AND A WIND FROM ELOHIM" UNTIL "ELOHIM" IN 
"AND ELOHIM SAID." For there are five others THAT ALLUDE TO 
THE FIVE SFIROT: CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, AND 
HOD, AS EXPLAINED ABOVE. After this comes "Let there be light," 
this being the prime cause and the root of the rose, for all THE 
GRADES ARE INCLUDED IN AND attached to it.
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397. THE ROSE IS witness to the unity, for the five strong leaves are 
the roots and the unity to which these thirteen leaves are attached. 
THE FIVE WORDS, "Hear, Yisrael, Hashem our Elohim; 
Hashem" (Devarim 6:4), PARALLEL the five leaves of the rose, while 
"one" is the prime cause and the root to which all of them are 
attached, for the word Echad (lit. 'one') is a secret, having the 
numerical value of thirteen. And this is the King's signet ring.
 

 

398. Come and see: "Like the rose among the thorns" (Shir Hashirim 
2:2), so is Yisrael among the idol-worshipping nations and so is the 
Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT among the many other 
angels appointed OVER THE NATIONS. So long as the rose stands 
there closed, unopened, it has no fragrance and one does not lift it 
out and remove it from among the thorns. When the rose is open and 
gives off a fragrance, then one takes it out from among the thorns. 
And the Congregation of Yisrael will benefit from them, as it is said: 
"Open to me, my sister, my love" (Shir Hashirim 5:2). And the Holy 
One, blessed be He, only sent to us THE EAGLE, WHO BROUGHT 
THE ROSE SO THAT we should continue on our journey WITH THE 
SHECHINAH.
 

 

 
 
68. Internal organs 
Rabbi Shimon explains to his son the secret of the inner organs, telling him about the wings of the lung that are like the wings of a dove covered 
with silver, Chassadim.

399. Rabbi Elazar said to his father, We have already heard THE 
EXPOSITION OF the finished organs, NAMELY THE EXTERNAL 
LIMBS, in the secret of the sacrifice, but what is the secret of the 
other organs, THE INNER ONES? Rabbi Shimon said to Rabbi 
Elazar: Elazar, my son, all the other organs that are internal have a 
supreme secret.
 

 

400. Come and see, We have already learned about the heart: The 
heart is a burning fire, and if the Supreme King had not arranged for 
it the wings of the lung that bring to it a breeze from the wind that 
blows with the upper spices, NAMELY FROM THE UPPER THREE 
SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, the heart would burn up the whole world in 
a single moment.
 

 

401. He began by quoting: "Then Hashem caused to rain upon S'dom 
and upon Amorah brimstone and fire" (Beresheet 19:24). Why did he 
burn them? Because at that time the wings of the lung did not blow a 
wind ON THE ILLUMINATION OF THE LEFT THAT IS IN THE HEART. 
AND THUS IT WAS THE ILLUMINATION OF THE LEFT THAT BURNT 
THEM UP. And the secret of these wings of the lung is the secret of 
the verse, "the wings of a dove covered with silver" (Tehilim 68:14). 
FOR DOVE, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, OF WHICH THE 
ROOT IS FROM THE LEFT OF BINAH, FROM THE ASPECT OF THE 
HEART, HAS TO BE COVERED WITH SILVER, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF CHASSADIM. AND WHEN IT IS COVERED WITH SILVER 
IT IS THE SECRET OF THE ANGELS Raphael and Tzidkiel, WHICH 
ARE DRAWN DOWN FROM IT FOR THE HEALTH AND SALVATION 
OF THE WORLD. And it is said about them: "who makes the winds 
His messengers" (Tehilim 104:4), namely permanently to blow on the 
heart, NAMELY TO ILLUMINATE WITH CHASSADIM. 
Moses tells Rabbi Shimon about the inner meaning of the brain, the 
heart, the lungs and the kidneys, further refining his interpretation of 
the brain, which he says is the Throne of Mercy. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
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402. And in the compilation of the first section, the Faithful Shepherd 
said TO RABBI SHIMON, holy luminary, everything that you have 
said is good, but the brain is water, IE. CHOCHMAH THAT IS ON THE 
RIGHT, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF CHASSADIM; the heart is fire, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE CHOCHMAH WHICH IS IN THE LEFT 
COLUMN OF BINAH, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF JUDGMENTS, and 
the two of them are Mercy and Judgment. This, THE BRAIN, is the 
Throne of Mercy, while the other, THE HEART, is the Throne of 
Judgment. And the Holy One, blessed be He, is the King who stands 
up from the Throne of Judgment which is the heart, and sits down 
on the Throne of Mercy which is the brain.
  

403. When iniquities multiply in the organs and in the arteries of the 
heart, which is the Throne of Judgment, it is said of the heart: "And 
the king arising from the banquet of wine in his wrath" (Ester 7:7), 
which is the wine of the Torah. But when the wings of the lung blow 
on the heart, it is said: "Then the king's wrath was pacified" (Ibid.10). 
For the two wings of the lung are THE SECRET OF THE VERSE, 
"And the Cherubs shall stretch out their wings on high, over 
spreading the covering with their wings" (Shemot 25:20). This is the 
atonement of the heart.
 

 

404. And in what way was the king's wrath appeased? It was 
because "then he heard the voice" (Bemidbar 7:89), this being the 
voice of the Torah, the voice of the recital of the Sh'ma, WHICH IS 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN, WHICH IS CHASSADIM, THAT UNITES THE 
RIGHT AND THE LEFT WITH EACH OTHER UNDER THE CONTROL 
OF THE CHASSADIM. AND THEN THE JUDGMENTS ARE QUIETED, 
AS EXPLAINED IN THE PREVIOUS PARAGRAPH. "and it spoke to 
him" (Ibid.), WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE REVELATION of 
CHOCHMAH THAT IS in MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED 'SPEECH', 
and this is in the prayer that is formulated in the mouth, which is 
"Adonai, open my lips; and my mouth shall rehearse your 
praise" (Tehilim 51:17), WHICH IS MALCHUT.
 

 

405. And that wind that blows in the wings of the lung, NAMELY THE 
CHASSADIM THAT ARE REVEALED BY CHOCHMAH OF THE RIGHT, 
AS ABOVE IN THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH, carries the voice out 
through the trachea (Heb. kaneh), which is "Get (Heb. k'neh) wisdom, 
get understanding" (Mishlei 4:5). FOR THE VOICE, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, NAMELY VAV, IS THE SON OF YUD HEI, WHICH ARE 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH. And about this it is said: "Thus says 
Adonai Elohim; Come from the four winds, O breath (Heb. 
Ruach)" (Yechezkel 37:9). And the four are the four letters of the 
Holy Name Yud Hei Vav Hei OF ZEIR ANPIN. And this is the wind that 
beats and palpitates on all the arteries of the heart, about which it is 
said: "Wherever the spirit (Ruach) was minded to go, they 
went" (Yechezkel 1:12).
 

 

406. The holy luminary said TO THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD: 
Certainly, O Faithful Shepherd, it is your level at which it is said: 
"Then the king's wrath was pacified (Heb. shachachah)," FOR THE 
LEVEL OF THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, THAT IS CALLED 'VOICE', BY WHICH THE 
JUDGMENTS ARE QUIETED, AS ABOVE. "Happy is the people that 
is in such a case (Heb. shecachah)" (Tehilim 144:15) SHACHACHAH 
having the numerical value of Moses. THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD 
said to him, Blessed are you, O holy luminary, FOR YOU ARE the 
candle that burns before the King and His Matron. "the candle of 
Hashem" (Mishlei 20:27) is your soul.
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407. RABBI SHIMON said to THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD, You have 
given AN EXPLANATION for the brain, the heart, and the wings of 
the lungs, but what about the two kidneys? What are they? The 
Faithful Shepherd replied, We learned about the wings of the lungs: 
"who makes the winds His messengers" (Tehilim 104:4), THIS BEING 
THE SECRET OF CHASSADIM, WHICH ARE CALLED 'WINDS'. The 
kidneys ARE "the flames of fire His ministers" (Ibid.), NAMELY 
JUDGMENTS, and the two wings of the lung with the two kidneys 
stand for the four living creatures of the Throne, WHERE THE WINGS 
OF THE LUNG ARE LION AND EAGLE, WHICH ARE CHASSADIM, 
AND THE TWO KIDNEYS ARE OX AND MAN, WHICH ARE GVUROT. 
And the Throne is the heart that is in the middle, WHICH IS THE 
THRONE OF JUDGMENT.
 

 

408. And so, too, does the brain have four living creatures, FOR THE 
BRAIN is the Throne of Mercy. And who might they be? They are 
sight, hearing, smell, and speech. Sight is lion, NAMELY 
CHOCHMAH. Hearing is ox, NAMELY BINAH. Smell is eagle, 
NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN, and each of them has four countenances and 
four wings. Speech is man, NAMELY MALCHUT. He is attached 
above, NAMELY ON THE MOUTH OF THE HEAD, and below IN THE 
BODY. For ABOUT the arms of the body, IT IS SAID: 'Our hands are 
spread forth as the eagles of the heavens'. Body is man, THAT IS TO 
SAY THAT HE IS IN THE ASPECT OF MALCHUT, WHICH CLINGS TO 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN, WHICH IS BODY. And ABOUT the thighs IT 
IS WRITTEN: "and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf's 
foot" (Yechezkel 1:7), WHICH INCLINE TO THE FACE OF OX, WHICH 
IS GVURAH. And about the body, WHICH IS MAN, it is called "the 
second chariot" (Beresheet 41:43), NAMELY THE CHARIOT OF 
MALCHUT, WHICH IS CALLED 'SECOND' (HEB. MISHNEH), BUT 
THIS CAN ALSO BE READ AS Mishnah, WHICH IS MALCHUT. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
From Rabbi Shimon we learn about the spleen, called Lilit, and the 
liver, called Samael or the Angel of Death.
 

 

409. WHAT IS the spleen? The holy luminary, NAMELY RABBI 
SHIMON, began: "and considered all the oppressions that are done 
under the sun: and behold the tears of such as were 
oppressed" (Kohelet 4:1). Who are those who are oppressed? They 
are the children who are still in need of their mother when the Angel 
of Death takes them from the world. HE ASKS, And is it indeed the 
case that the Angel of Death kills them, that he oppresses THEM? 
AND REPLIES, Not really, for Scripture adds: "and on the side of 
their oppressors there was power; but they had no comforter" (Ibid.). 
Then who is that power THAT KILLS THEM? The answer to this is to 
be found in the verse: "Let there be lights (Heb. meorot) in the 
firmament of heaven" (Beresheet 1:14). And the word "meorot" is 
written in the abbreviated spelling, namely without a Vav, AND CAN 
BE READ MEEROT. The reference, therefore, is to Lilit, who is 
appointed over that oppressor.
  

410. AND LILIT is called 'spleen', and she goes to play with the 
children, later KILLING THEM, and creates in them anger and tears 
and bewailment. The spleen goes to its own kind, the liver, WHICH IS 
SAMAEL, WHO IS THE ANGEL OF DEATH. This, NAMELY THE 
LIVER, was created on the second day OF THE WORK OF 
CREATION, while the other, NAMELY THE SPLEEN, was created on 
the fourth day of the Work of Creation. And for this reason it is not a 
good omen TO COMMENCE SOMETHING on Mondays or on 
Wednesdays. Liver is death for adults; spleen is death for children. 
Moses repeats some of the information from earlier sections and 
adds the fact that anger comes from the gall and that anyone who is 
angry is the same as an idol-worshipper. We learn that the 
Shechinah wraps the body that is sick in order to heal it, but the 
totally wicked person is surrounded on all sides by the Angel of 
Death. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
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411. And in the compilation of the first section, said the Faithful 
Shepherd, that is certainly how it is, for the liver is the level of Esau, 
and Esau is Edom, NAMELY IS ALL BLOOD (HEB. DAM), and gathers 
in all blood whether clear or turbid, and does not differentiate 
between good and bad, BETWEEN IMPURE BLOOD AND PURE 
BLOOD, for it makes no distinction between them. But the heart, 
which is Yisrael, does distinguish between good and bad, between 
impure blood and pure blood, and takes only the clear and the clean 
of that blood, like one who picks food out of the waste matter.
 

 

412. And after the heart, which is Jacob, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN, takes 
the clear blood which is at the top, and the liver, which is Esau, 
NAMELY SAMAEL, remains in the waste matter OF THE BLOOD, it is 
angered at it with the gall, which is Gehenom, which was created on 
the second day OF THE WORK OF CREATION, THE LIVER BEING the 
death of all the adults, while THE GALL is the wicked Female OF 
SAMAEL, which is called 'a strange fire', 'hard bondage', and idolatry.
 

 

413. And since the anger awakens from it, FROM THE GALL, towards 
the liver, the sages taught in the Mishnah: Anyone who is angry is as 
though he worshipped idols. And furthermore, any burning up and 
heat that comes with any of the illnesses of the parts of the body is 
only from the gall, FOR, AT THE TIME OF ILLNESS, it engulfs the 
arteries of the liver in flames and wishes to burn up the whole body. 
It is like a storm in the sea and its waves reach up to the skies and 
want to break out of their limits and destroy the world. And this 
would indeed happen were it not for the Shechinah, which is for a 
sick person like the sand to the sea, surrounding it so that it should 
not break out. So, too, is the Shechinah enwrapping the body and 
assisting it, as it is written: "Hashem strengthens him upon the bed 
of sickness" (Tehilim 41:4).
 

 

414. And for this reason the sages of the Mishnah taught: One who 
visits a sick person should not sit at the head of the bed because the 
Shechinah is over his head, nor at the foot of the bed because the 
Angel of Death is at his feet. And this is not the case for every 
person, but just for ordinary people. In the case of the perfectly 
righteous, "Hashem strengthens him upon the bed of sickness," 
namely at his head, and the Shechinah enwraps his body up to his 
feet. And this is why it was said about Jacob: "he gathered up his 
feet into the bed" (Beresheet 49:33). This is the Shechinah, about 
which it is said: "And the earth is my footstool" (Yeshayah 66:1), 
AND THE SHECHINAH IS ALSO CALLED 'BED'. In the case of the 
thoroughly wicked person, the Angel of Death surrounds him on 
every side, and this is the Evil Inclination FOR THE ANGEL OF 
DEATH IS THE EVIL INCLINATION. For the Angel of Death surrounds 
him on every side and his sword IS THE GALL, whose edges turn 
green with one drop of the three drops that THE GALL sprinkles on 
it, as it is written: "But her end is bitter (same word as for 'gall') as 
wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword" (Mishlei 5:4). Liver is Male, 
WHICH IS SAMAEL, and the appendix of the liver is his Female. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
We learn that the stomach is one sixtieth part of death.
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415. The stomach is one part in sixty of death and is called 'a deep 
sleep' SINCE 'THE STOMACH SLEEPS', and is Asirta, which is the 
sixth stage of the Angel of Death. And because it came from afar it is 
from the side of death, but is not death itself. The hint is 'one sixtieth 
part of death'. 
The Faithful Shepherd tells us about the Good and Evil Inclination in 
each part of the body, about the four kinds of offerings and elements 
and Holy Beasts. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

416. The Faithful Shepherd said, Since this body is of "the Tree of 
the Knowledge of Good and Evil" (Beresheet 2:9), there is no part of 
the body that does not have in it both the Evil Inclination and the 
Good Inclination, THIS BEING THE CASE for ordinary mortals. In the 
case of the perfectly righteous, EACH PART DOES INDEED ALSO 
HAVE two inclinations, which are male and female, BUT both of them 
are good, being like the bride and the bridegroom. The utterly wicked 
have in each part of their bodies two Evil Inclinations, male and 
female, from the side of Samael and the Serpent.
 

 

417. And it follows from this that, in terms of the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, IN THE CASE OF ORDINARY 
MORTALS, there are in the stomach two levels: GOOD AND EVIL. 
And this indeed is what the sages taught: the stomach is asleep, and 
there is sleep that is one sixtieth part of death. And there is also 
sleep that is one sixtieth part of prophecy. And for this reason, the 
heads of the Academy taught: 'IT IS WRITTEN: "and the dreams tell 
falsehood" (Zecharyah 10:2), and it is also written: "and speak to him 
in a dream" (Bemidbar 12:6). There is no contradiction here. In the 
former case it is through a demon, NAMELY THE OTHER SIDE FROM 
THE SIDE OF THE EVIL IN A MAN'S SLEEP. And in the latter case it 
is through an angel, WHICH IS FROM THE GOOD SIDE IN A MAN'S 
SLEEP. A dream through an angel is one sixtieth part of prophecy. A 
dream through a demon, which is falsehood, is from the side of 
death, and is straw. Thus indeed was it taught: Just as wheat cannot 
be without straw, so there cannot be a dream without some 
nonsense.'
  

418. The stomach is the peeled gizzard, NAMELY IT IS LIKE THE 
PEELED GIZZARD OF A BIRD, and the sages taught: the gizzard 
grinds, for it takes everything and pulverizes THE FOOD, sending it 
to all the parts. If the parts are without iniquities, it is as the sages 
taught, that there are matters that delay the sacrifice, and the one 
who is sent by the Holy One, blessed be He, to receive His offering, 
THE PEELED STOMACH MUSCLE, does not descend to accept it. 
For there is AN OFFERING that the Holy One, blessed be He, 
receives through the lion, as it is said: "and they four had the face of 
a lion, on the right side" (Yechezkel 1:10), and the Holy One, blessed 
be He, rides on him, and comes down with him to receive that 
offering. And there is an offering that He receives through the ox, as 
it is said: "And they four had the face of an ox, on the left 
side" (Ibid.).
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419. And there is an offering that He receives through the eagle, as it 
is written: "the four also had the face of an eagle" (Yechezkel 1:10), 
and they are "two turtledoves or two young pigeons" (Vayikra 5:7). 
And there is an offering that He receives by Man, about whom it is 
written: "If any man of you bring an offering to Hashem" (Vayikra 
1:2), in the form of the same one about whom it is written: "As for 
the likeness of their faces, they had the face of a man" (Yechezkel 
1:10). THE EXPLANATION HERE IS THAT THE FOUR LIVING 
CREATURES ARE THE SECRET OF THE FOUR LETTERS YUD HEI 
VAV HEI, LION AND OX BEING YUD-HEI, AND EAGLE AND MAN 
BEING VAV-HEI. For Yud Hei Vav Hei descends on them to receive 
the sacrifice, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE FOUR LIVING 
CREATURES.
 

 

420. And there are natural living creatures NAMELY ANGELS 
appointed over bodies that are of the four basic elements: FIRE, 
WIND, WATER, AND EARTH, and they are pure. Opposite them are 
four living creatures of prey, NAMELY THE ANGELS OF 
DESTRUCTION, who, being impure, are appointed over the four 
galls, namely: white gall, red gall, green gall, black gall, WHO ARE 
THE DEMONS OF THE WORLD, FOR ALL TEMPERATURE IN EVERY 
ILLNESS COMES FROM THE GALL.
 

 

421. And there are mental living creatures, NAMELY: THE FOUR 
ANGELS MICHAEL, GABRIEL, URIEL, RAPHAEL, who surround the 
Throne, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And above them and higher than they 
are, the divine living creatures from the side of Holiness, NAMELY 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, AND MALCHUT OF ZEIR ANPIN. There 
are also the living creatures of the Other Side, and they are called 
other Elohim, while the divine living creatures of holiness are 
CALLED "living Elohim." And those divine living creatures of 
holiness are called "Elohim of divinity," and the Cause of all Causes, 
"El, Master over all works." A kind is drawn to its own kind and so, 
since there are other Elohim, it is said about them: "He that 
sacrifices to any Elohim, save to Hashem only, he shall be utterly 
destroyed" (Shemot 22:19). And this is so that the living Elohim 
should not be mingled with the other Elohim. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
The grinding of the stomach is likened to the distribution of the 
offering.
 

 

422. And the stomach takes and grinds and distributes in all 
directions below, NAMELY TO THE PARTS OF THE BODY, and from 
it are nourished the lower beings. And from those dregs all those 
spirits and other parties who take their nourishment at night drink 
below, from those parts and fats THAT ARE BURNT ON THE ALTAR 
AT NIGHT. And the remainder is taken by the other parts, the liver 
taking everything and sacrificing to the heart, as we have learned, 
and this is what is written: "...the face of a lion, on the right 
side" (Yechezkel 1:10). Thus there appears on the altar a lion-like 
image that devours the sacrifices. From here on all the other parts 
are in the secret of the body on the same pattern as above. 
Again Moses uses the organs of the body as a metaphor for 
sacrifice, the distribution of nourishment, and the acquisition of 
wisdom, understanding and knowledge. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
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423. The Faithful Shepherd said TO RABBI SHIMON, holy luminary, it 
is certain that omasum takes everything up to six hours and bakes. 
For the gizzard, WHICH IS THE OMASUM, is a baker. And the lung is 
a butler. The heart is the King, and these two, THE OMASUM AND 
THE LUNG, are certainly the baker and the butler who give to the 
King of the choicest of food and drinks, for He is the head of them all 
and the choicest of them all. And this is the meaning of what is 
written: "I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my 
honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my 
milk" (Shir Hashirim 5:1). And the verse continues: "Eat, O dear 
ones, and drink; drink deep, loving companions" (Ibid.). THE 
COMPANIONS ARE the other parts of the body, WHICH ARE the 
hosts and camps of the King who distributes food to them by means 
of the chief baker, WHICH IS THE OMASUM, while the drink is by 
means of the chief butler, WHICH IS THE LUNG.
 

 

424. And the liver is on the right side of man, wherefore: "And they 
four had the face of a lion on the right side," namely to the right of 
the King, which is the heart. THE MINISTER OF Esau, AND THE 
SPLEEN IS LILIT, AS EXPLAINED ABOVE The spleen is to the left, 
and they are of the Other Side. FOR THE LIVER IS SAMAEL. "And 
the face of an ox on the left side," refers to the pouring out of wine 
mixed with water before the King, FOR WINE IS OF THE LEFT SIDE. 
And the lion devouring THE SACRIFICES is the liver, who collects 
together the food, NAMELY THE PRAYER IN THE STEAD OF THE 
SACRIFICES, before the King, which is the heart. HE IS, 
THEREFORE, ON THE RIGHT, FOR EATING COMES FROM THE 
RIGHT AND THE WINE FROM THE LEFT. AND ALL THIS REFERS TO 
THE TIME OF EXILE, AS WILL BE EXPLAINED.
 

 

425. But there is a difficulty here. If the liver is Esau, how does it 
arrange food for the heart, WHICH IS JACOB? THE ANSWER IS 
THAT the heart is certainly like Isaac, NAMELY THE LEFT COLUMN, 
and the liver is Esau, who hunted venison, then says to him, "Let my 
father arise, and eat of his son's venison" (Beresheet 27:31). This 
refers to the prayers of the poor who are sent away AND ARE NOT 
ACCEPTED ON HIGH. And Isaac suffers trouble and anguish 
because they do not know how to direct the prayer. This is why 
ESAU did not say 'eat of my venison' but "eat of his son's venison," 
NAMELY OF YISRAEL, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "Yisrael is My son, My 
firstborn" (Shemot 4:22). Likewise, Yisrael in exile has no food 
except through the nations of the world.
 

 

426. But when they are in the land of Yisrael, their food is through 
the Shechinah, and the two wings of the lung will give drink to the 
nation of Yisrael, FOR THEY ARE the chief butler, AS ABOVE. And 
the two kidneys, which are the chief baker, cook the seed that 
descends from the brain and cook the water that they receive from 
the wings of the lung. And after the King, which is the heart, has 
eaten, it is said of its two kidneys: "Eat, O dear ones" (Shir Hashirim 
5:1), and of the two wings of the lung: "and drink; drink deep, loving 
companions" (Ibid.).
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427. For the heart is the Throne of Judgment, and the four living 
creatures that are its messengers are the two wings of the lung and 
the two kidneys, NAMELY: CHESED, GVURAH, NETZACH AND HOD, 
for the wings of the lung ARE THE SECRET OF "Thus were their 
faces: and their wings were divided upwards" (Yechezkel 1:11) to 
welcome the King, which is "the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of Hashem" (Yeshayah 11:2), for it is He who sits on the Throne, 
which is the heart, WHICH IS THE THRONE OF JUDGMENT, and all 
the pulse beats follow after it as soldiers after their king.
 

 

428. And the wind that blows from the wings of the lung blows 
through the two nostrils of the nose, and it is cold and chilled on the 
left and warm on the right. And from the point of view of the brain, 
which is the Throne of Mercy, the cold wind is to the right, which is 
Chesed, and the warm is to the left, which is Gvurah, for that is 
where the heart is. And the brain is tempered between the two of 
them, THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT, and so the heart is blended of 
cold and hot, NAMELY BY MEANS OF THE WIND OF THE WINGS OF 
THE LUNG THAT BLOWS ON IT, and the brain also IS BLENDED OF 
COLD AND HOT, FOR THE BRAIN AND THE HEART receive from 
each other.
 

 

429. And the spleen, with its camps, which are the bondmen and 
bondwoman, takes the dregs of everything. And Solomon said about 
them: "I acquired menservants and maidservants" (Kohelet 2:7). The 
two kidneys are called 'fire-offerings', named after the heavenly fire-
offerings, about which it is said: "the offerings of Hashem made by 
fire, and His dues shall they eat" (Devarim 18:1).
 

 

430. And in the trachea there are six cartilage rings, about which it is 
said: "Ascribe to Hashem, O you mighty" (Tehilim 29:1), for 
ascending through them is the voice that subdivides into the six 
voices of the Shechinah, while the seventh ascends to the mouth, 
which is the Throne. And the six cartilage rings of the trachea are 
like the six steps of the King's Throne, WHICH IS THE MOUTH, and 
the trachea is a ladder with "the angels of Elohim ascending and 
descending on it" (Beresheet 28:12), FOR THE ANGELS OF ELOHIM 
are the vapors that ascend from the heart, while the spirits of air 
descend into the heart to cool its heat, so that it should not burn the 
body up.
 

 

431. And when the breath descends, it does so in a number of 
breaths, like a king with his soldiers. And the wings of the lung 
welcome the breath which is as a king over them, as I have noted: 
"Thus were their faces; and their wings were divided upward," THIS 
BEING IN ORDER TO WELCOME THE KING OVER THEM, AND 
ALSO: "And the cherubim shall stretch out their wings on 
high" (Shemot 25:20).
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432. If the parts of man are meritorious in keeping the precepts of 
the Supreme King, who is the Holy Spirit, he descends on the ladder, 
which is the throat, with a number of Holy Spirits, about which it is 
said: "who makes the winds His messengers" (Tehilim 104:4). They 
rise to accept the vapors that are in the heart, about which it is said: 
"the flames of fire His ministers" (Ibid.). And it is also said about 
them: "The voice of Hashem hews out flames of fire" (Tehilim 29:7), 
because the heart is Adonai, from whom ascend the flames of fire in 
the mouth, which is Yud Hei Vav Hei. For a number of spirits of 
holiness descend with him, that is from the four letters Yud Hei Vav 
Hei, concerning which it is said: "Thus says Adonai Elohim; Come 
from the four winds, O breath" (Yechezkel 37:9).
 

 

433. The trachea (Heb. kaneh) is "Get (Heb. k'neh) wisdom, get 
understanding (Heb. Binah)" (Mishlei 4:5), for they are to the right OF 
THE TRACHEA, which is Chesed, THIS BEING THE SECRET OF 
"GET WISDOM," and to the left OF THE TRACHEA, which is Gvurah, 
THIS BEING THE SECRET OF "GET UNDERSTANDING." Tiferet is in 
the middle OF THE TRACHEA, and is a ladder AND THE SECRET OF 
DA'AT. And the body has SIX EXTREMITIES, NAMELY: The two arms 
WHICH ARE CHESED AND GVURAH, the torso and the covenant 
WHICH ARE TIFERET AND YESOD, and the two thighs WHICH ARE 
NETZACH AND HOD. AND THE SIX EXTREMITIES OF THE BODY 
parallel the six cartilage rings of the trachea.
 

 

434. And when Yud Hei Vav Hei descends to the heart, to Adonai, 
Judgment joins with Mercy in the heart, making: Yud Aleph Hei Dalet 
Vav Nun Hei Yud. And when Adonai ascends to the mouth at 
"Adonai, open my lips" (Tehilim 51:17) to welcome Yud Hei Vav Hei 
in the mouth, the two names become there one union, namely: Yud 
Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun Hei Yud, just as they were combined in the 
heart. For this reason the sages of the Mishnah taught: 'No one 
whose inside does not correspond to his exterior may enter the 
study house', namely who does not have in his mouth the same as in 
his heart. FOR JUST AS THERE IS A UNITY OF THE YUD HEI VAV 
HEI AND ADONAI IN THE HEART, THERE WILL ALSO BE A UNITY 
OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI AND ADONAI IN THE MOUTH. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
The six rings of cartilage in the trachea and the air and voice that 
blow through them are likened to the functions of the Shofar.
 

 

435. The six cartilage rings of the trachea are combined together, 
and they are called "O you mighty (Heb. elim)" (Tehilim 29:1). And 
they give forth a wind to blow over the world, and they come from 
the side of Gvurah, and when they join together they are like a 
Shofar, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF BINAH, and they are called 
'Shofar', which is the secret of the Shofar (lit. 'horn') of Isaac's ram 
(Heb. ayil). AND THEY ARE "the rams (Heb. eilim) of the breed of 
Bashan" (Devarim 32:14). As it is written: "Ascribe to Hashem, O you 
mighty (elim)" (Tehilim 29:1), for they are the elim of Isaac that bring 
forth breath and voice. And that voice goes out and meets with rain 
clouds and is heard by the creatures of the outside. It is thus written: 
"but the thunder of His mighty deeds who can understand?" (Iyov 
26:14), for they certainly come from the side of Gvurah. And for this 
reason: "the El of glory makes to thunder, Hashem is upon many 
waters" (Tehilim 29:3). It is not written: "The El of glory thunders" 
but "The El of glory makes to thunder," THE MEANING OF WHICH IS 
THAT HE ACTIVATES OTHERS TO DO THE THUNDERING, namely 
through the mighty. And there is none that recognizes the praise of 
this voice, which is why it is written, "who can understand?" (Iyov 
26:14). 
The Faithful Shepherd tells us that voice is made from water, wind 
and fire, and he explains how the heart gets understanding. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
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436. And in the compilation of the first part, the Faithful Shepherd 
started by saying, Woe to those people whose hearts are closed and 
whose eyes are unseeing, who do not know the parts of their own 
body and according to what they are arranged. For the trachea is 
composed of three forces: a) Vapor; (Heb. hevel - Hei, Bet, Lamed) 
which is a flame; (Heb. lahav - Lamed, Hei, Bet) which is "the flaming 
fire" that issues from the heart and which is divided into seven 
vapors or vanities as mentioned by Kohelet. b) Air, which enters it 
from outside. c) Water of the wings of the lung, which are attached to 
the trachea. And from these three, that is from water, wind, and fire, 
is voice made, and each one is subdivided into seven, and they are 
seven flames, seven airs, and seven brooks.
 

 

437. And when the flames of the heart meet with the rain clouds, 
which are the wings of the lung, by way of the trachea of the lung, 
the result is: "but the thunder of His mighty deeds who can 
understand?" For therein the heart understands with Binah, which is 
in the heart on the left, which is Gvurah. And Chesed is to the right, 
which is the water of the wings of the lung, and Chochmah, which is 
brain, is there. THAT IS TO SAY THAT CHESED AND GVURAH 
ASCEND AND BECOME CHOCHMAH AND BINAH. And from it comes 
"a fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from 
Lebanon" (Shir Hashirim, 4:15), which is the whiteness (Heb. 
lavnunit) of the brain that flows through the trachea of the lung, after 
the clouds of Binah have ascended to the brain.
 

 

438. And the secret of the matter is in the verse: "Who is this coming 
out of the wilderness like Columns of smoke...?" (Shir Hashirim 3:6), 
for this is the smoke of the arrangement on the altar that rises from 
the heart to the brain, which cannot be moved from its place by all 
the winds in the world. THE LETTERS OF THE WORD Chochmah 
(Chet Caf Mem Hei) form the two words Koach (Caf Chet) and Mah 
(MEM HEI), BECAUSE IT IS Koach (lit. 'strength') in the heart and 
Mah (lit. 'what') in the brain. The trachea is Tiferet and incorporates 
six Sfirot: CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD, which are the six steps to the Throne, which is Ima, so that 
Chochmah will descend to it from the brain to the heart, for with it 
the heart understands. For this reason IT IS WRITTEN: "Get (Heb. 
k'neh) wisdom (Heb. Chochmah), get understanding (Heb. Binah)," 
for Aba, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH, descends in it, and Aba ascends in 
it. And this is a ladder on which two ascend and two descend, FOR 
ABA AND IMA ARE INCORPORATED IN EACH OTHER AND 
DESCEND FROM THE BRAIN TO THE HEART, AND ASCEND FROM 
THE HEART TO THE BRAIN. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
Rabbi Shimon says that the esophagus is the stage of offerings by 
fire.
 

 

439. The esophagus, that swallows the food and from where it enters 
all the parts, is the stage of offerings by fire. These offerings by fire 
draw near immediately, swallowing and taking everything from the 
upper fire that includes the offerings by fire. And this is the secret of 
the verse: "the offerings of Hashem made by fire, and His dues shall 
they eat" (Devarim 18:1). These are THE OFFERINGS BY FIRE that 
devour and swallow, and the others do not eat that way.
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440. And all the people of the world on the outside know not how 
they eat nor do they know their secret, but the stages that are inside 
do know and they take from them. For the esophagus cannot be 
examined from the outside, for they do not know, but on the inside 
they do know and take until it enters the mill and is pulverized and 
cooked. And the liver takes everything, as we had learnt, but from 
those offerings by fire issue forth stages that take before the liver. 
And what are they? They are the molar TEETH, which eat and grind 
the sacrifices. Therefore, on the destruction of the Temple, it is 
written: "and the grinders cease because they are few" (Kohelet 
12:3). These are the first to grind.
 

 

441. Once it has been ground, those who exercise control over them 
swallow and receive it, and they are called 'the esophagus'. Why IS 
THE ESOPHAGUS (Heb. VESHET - VAV SHIN TET) SO CALLED? 
Because the shape of the Vav of 'Veshet', THE VAV is like a bowed-
over esophagus. Afterwards it wanders about (Heb. shat - Shin Tet), 
to drink wine and water, as it is written: "The people went about and 
gathered" (Bemidbar 11:8) food to eat and to drink wine and water, 
namely the libation of wine and the libation of water.
 

 

442. Those Serafim with their flames enter through the esophagus 
and are drawn into the lung, where they take a drink, and they are 
called 'lung', in one union WITH THE LUNG and everything is 
absorbed into them. And each one of them takes as befits him. And 
on the destruction of the Temple, "and the grinders ceased because 
they were few." For their form and their food have been diminished, 
and there is no day that passes without a curse. Rabbi Shimon lifted 
up his voice and said: Woe to Jerusalem the Holy City. Woe to the 
people that has lost all this goodness, and the image of ministers, 
mighty men, and officials has been reduced. The companions cried 
about this and said, Alas, Rabbi, when you depart from the world, 
who will reveal to us such deep and hidden secrets that have not 
been heard from the days of King Solomon until now? Happy is the 
generation that hears such matters! Happy is the generation 
amongst whom you are! Woe to the generation that will be orphaned 
without you!
 

 

 
 
69. Seven firmaments 
The Faithful Shepherd lists the seven firmaments - Curtain, Firmament, Heavens, Abode, Residence, Dwelling and Skies - and tells us a little about 
the first three of these. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
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443. The Faithful Shepherd began by saying: It is written: 'Though 
our lips were full of praise as the expansive firmament'. And the 
firmaments are seven in number: Curtain, Firmament, Heavens, 
Abode, Residence, Dwelling, and Skies. Heavens (Heb. Shechakim) 
is so called because therein the millstones grind the mannah for the 
righteous, WHICH ARE YESOD AND MALCHUT THAT ARE CALLED 
'RIGHTEOUS' AND 'RIGHTEOUSNESS', in the future, NAMELY FROM 
THE EMANATION OF BINAH THAT IS CALLED 'THE FUTURE TO 
COME'. And the basis for the name Shehakim (Eng. 'heavens') is the 
verse: "And you shall beat (Heb. shachakta) some of it very 
small" (Shemot 30:36). And they are Netzach and Hod, about which it 
is said: "and let the heavens pour down righteousness" (Yeshayah 
45:8), which is the lower Shechinah, NAMELY MALCHUT, WHICH IS 
CALLED 'RIGHTEOUSNESS', TO WHICH THE EMANATION POURS 
DOWN FROM THE HEAVENS.
 

 

444. THE FIRST FIRMAMENT, WHICH IS MALCHUT, IS CALLED 
'Curtain', for He pours PLENTY into it in the evening, and brings out, 
THAT IS, BESTOWS, in the morning, THIS BEING THE TIME FOR 
EMANATING. AND THE SECOND ONE TO BE CALLED 'a Firmament' 
is Yesod, for in it the sun and the moon give light, for they are the 
Central Column, NAMELY TIFERET, and the lower Shechinah, 
NAMELY MALCHUT. THAT IS TO SAY THAT YESOD UNITES ZEIR 
ANPIN AND MALCHUT WITH EACH OTHER, AND BOTH OF THEM 
ILLUMINATE THROUGH IT, as it is written: "And Elohim set them in 
the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth" (Beresheet 
1:17). And the righteous one, WHICH IS YESOD, IS CALLED sign 
when uniting Netzach and Hod, and IS CALLED testimony when 
uniting Tiferet and Malchut.
 

 

 
 
70. Netzach and Hod 
We are told that Netzach and Hod are called 'Heavens' because they are two halves of one body that must not be separated. The Faithful Shepherd 
talks about Netzach and Hod in connection with the sin of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, and in connection with grapes and wine. He 
explains why Netzach and Hod grind up the manna for the Righteous, Yesod, that is between them; he also says that Netzach and Hod are cherubim.

445. Netzach and Hod are the two halves of ONE body, like two 
twins, which is why they are called 'Heavens'. The two of them 
together are Vav Vav of veshet, (lit. 'esophagus') from the aspect of 
the left, and they are the two molar teeth from the side of the right.
 

 

446. "And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him" (Shemot 
13:19), that is the bones of "the righteous is an everlasting 
foundation" (Mishlei 10:25), which is the level of Joseph the 
righteous. And about them, ABOUT NETZACH AND HOD, it is said: 
"My offering, the provision of my sacrifices (lit. 'bread') made by 
fire" (Bemidbar 28:2). and by bread is meant Torah, NAMELY 
NETZACH AND HOD WHO FIGHT EACH OTHER, IN THE SECRET OF 
THE ABOVE-MENTIONED GRINDING. And it is said about them: 
"Come, eat (Heb. lachamu, also: fight) of my bread (Heb. 
lachmi)" (Mishlei 9:5). And they, NETZACH AND HOD, are the 
bunches OF GRAPES THAT ARE BESTOWED by the righteous one, 
WHICH IS YESOD. And the righteous one, WHICH IS YESOD, is 
called 'a fruit-tree', and for it is it said: "And they bore it upon a pole 
(Heb. MOT) between two" (Bemidbar 13:23). And why on a pole? 
Why does it not say 'And they bore it upon wood (a tree)?' It is 
because the righteous one, WHO IS CALLED 'TREE', was not there. 
FOR YESOD, WHICH IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, DID NOT UNITE 
THE TWO BUNCHES OF GRAPES, WHICH ARE NETZACH AND HOD, 
SO THAT THEY MIGHT BE INCLUDED IN EACH OTHER, AND THEY 
THEREFORE BORE ON A POLE BETWEEN TWO, WITHOUT THE 
INCLUSION OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE.
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447. And because NETZACH AND HOD MUST NOT BE SEPARATED, 
it is said ABOUT THE RIGHTEOUS ONE, WHICH IS YESOD: "he shall 
never suffer the righteous to be moved (Heb. mot)" (Tehilim 55:23). 
THAT IS, YESOD WILL NEVER CEASE UNITING NETZACH AND HOD, 
and it is a tree, about which it is said: "Whether there is a tree in it or 
not" (Bemidbar 13:20). But those who spread an evil report of the 
land uprooted this tree, the righteous one, WHICH IS YESOD, and 
gave rise TO "And they bore it upon a pole between two." AND THE 
TWO ARE NETZACH AND HOD, IN THE ASPECTS OF Vav Vav 
WITHOUT THE UNIFICATION OF YESOD, FOR THE RIGHTEOUS ONE 
IS COLLAPSED (HEB. MOT) BECAUSE THEY SPREAD AN EVIL 
REPORT ON THE LAND.
 

 

448. And about NETZACH AND HOD it was said, IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE SIN OF THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND 
EVIL, THAT EVE squeezed grapes. AND SHE GAVE TO HIM, FOR 
NETZACH AND HOD ARE CALLED 'BUNCHES OF GRAPES', AND 
GRAPES ARE THE SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH 
THAT IS ON THE LEFT, FOR IT IS FORBIDDEN TO DRAW IT DOWN, 
FROM ABOVE DOWNWARDS, AND ITS BEING DRAWN DOWN FROM 
ABOVE IS COMPARED TO THE SQUEEZING OF GRAPES, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF THE SIN OF THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
GOOD AND EVIL. The righteous one, which is Yesod, contains a 
secret (Heb. sod), FOR IN 'YESOD' THERE ARE THE LETTERS OF 
'SOD'. This is the wine preserved with its grapes from the Six Days 
of Creation, FOR YESOD GUARDS THE GRAPES WHICH ARE THE 
SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, SO THAT THEY 
WOULD NOT BE SQUEEZED, NAMELY THAT THEY SHOULD NOT 
DRAW IT DOWN FROM ABOVE, BUT ONLY UPWARDS FROM 
BELOW. AND THE SIX DAYS OF CREATION ARE the six levels of 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, AND YESOD, of the 
letter Vav, WHICH IS TIFERET, THE CENTRAL COLUMN, WHICH IS 
TO SAY THAT YESOD RECEIVES ITS POWER OF PROTECTION 
FROM IT. And they are CALLED 'Seraphim' when they are Vav Vav 
WITHOUT UNITY, as it is written: "Serafim...each one had six wings 
(lit. 'six wings, six wings for each')" (Yeshayah 6:2). THAT IS, VAV 
(=SIX) IS MENTIONED TWICE. AND THEY ARE CALLED 'SERAFIM' 
FROM THE ASPECT of the left THAT IS IN THEM, and they extract 
water from the aspect of the right THAT IS IN THEM. And they are 
thirsty because of the flame that is in them from the side of Gvurah, 
NAMELY FROM THE LEFT SIDE, and they draw WATER from the 
side of Chesed.
 

 

449. About NETZACH AND HOD it is said: "who makes the winds 
(spirits) His messengers" (Tehilim 104:4), namely from the side of 
the Central Column, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. THAT IS TO SAY THAT 
THEY ARE THE WINDS THAT ARE DRAWN DOWN FROM ZEIR 
ANPIN TO WITHIN THE LOBES OF THE LUNG that blow on the heart, 
which is the tenth level of the Holy Spirit, NAMELY MALCHUT, which 
is between them, NAMELY BETWEEN NETZACH AND HOD. And this 
is YESOD, WHICH IS the letter Vav, which is a letter in his hosts that 
includes the six joints of the two legs, WHICH ARE NETZACH AND 
HOD, EACH ONE OF WHICH HAS THREE JOINTS, BECAUSE IT IS 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN. For it is written about them: "His legs are 
as pillars of marble (Heb. shesh)" (Shir Hashirim 5:15). And this is 
the righteous one, the sign of the covenant THAT INCLUDES THE 
SIX (HEB. SHESH) OF NETZACH AND HOD.
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450. The upper Vav OF THE TWO VAVs OF THE LETTER VAV FULLY 
SPELLED OUT: VAV VAV, is Tiferet, BECAUSE IT IS THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN between the six joints of the two arms, and because of 
this, body and covenant, NAMELY TIFERET AND YESOD, ARE 
CALLED 'Vav Vav', NAMELY THE TWO VAVS OF THE LETTER VAV 
WRITTEN OUT IN FULL: VAV VAV, and we consider them one. And 
they, NETZACH and HOD, "shall stretch out their wings on 
high" (Shemot 25:20) towards the heavenly Vav that is above them, 
NAMELY TIFERET; and from its aspect, NETZACH AND HOD are 
called 'the true prophets', FOR TIFERET IS CALLED 'TRUTH'. THEY 
ARE "overspreading the covering with their wings" (Shemot 25:20) 
over the covenant, NAMELY YESOD, which is the second Vav, which 
is "the righteous one is an everlasting foundation" (Mishlei 10:25). 
And this is why Netzach and Hod grind up the manna for the 
righteous who are from the side of "the righteous one is an 
everlasting foundation," which is between them, FOR THE 
RIGHTEOUS ONE, WHICH IS YESOD, IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN 
BETWEEN NETZACH and HOD, AND RECEIVES FROM THE MANNA 
THAT THEY GRIND, and this is why NETZACH AND HOD are called 
'grinders'.
 

 

451. And from the side of esophagus (Heb. veshet -Vav Shin Tet), 
BEFORE WHICH THERE IS GRINDING IN THE TEETH, IT IS SAID: 
"The people went about (Heb. shatu - Shin Tet Vav), and gathered 
it" (Bemidbar 11:8), it being the collection of JUDGMENT decisions 
that is in the Mishnah, NAMELY THE FEMALE WATERS THAT 
YISRAEL CAUSES TO RISE UP BY ENGAGING IN TORAH AND 
MISHNAH, WHICH ASCEND TO THE SECRET OF THE UPPER 
VESHET (LIT. 'ESOPHAGUS') FOR 'SHATU' IS SPELLED WITH THE 
SAME LETTERS OF 'VESHET'. "and ground it in mills" (Bemidbar 
11:8). It follows that whoever brings out OF HIS MOUTH words of 
Torah, must grind them in his teeth, NAMELY PICK THEM 
COMPLETELY, in order to express complete words, and these words 
are called 'complete'. But as for the other WORDS that are scorned, 
these words are swallowed when eaten greedily, without being 
ground in their molars and their teeth, NAMELY THEY DO NOT 
CLARIFY FULLY THE WORDS OF THE TORAH THAT THEY BRING 
OUT OF THEIR MOUTHS, about them it is written: "And while the 
meat was yet between their teeth... the wrath of Hashem was 
inflamed against the people" (Bemidbar 11:33). This is because 
THEY COME from the root of him, who said: "Give me to swallow, I 
pray you..." (Beresheet 25:30), NAMELY THE WICKED ESAU. And 
Netzach and Hod are called 'Cherubim', WHENCE THE VERSE: "AND 
THE CHERUBIM SHALL STRETCH OUT THEIR WINGS ON 
HIGH" (SHEMOT 25:20), WHICH REFERS TO NETZACH AND HOD, 
AS EXPLAINED IN THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH.
 

 

 
 
71. Said Shabbat: You have given me no mate 
Even as the ninth Sfirah, Yesod, is not paired with another Sfirah, the Shabbat has no partner.

452. There are eight SFIROT: Chochmah, Binah, Greatenss, Gvurah, 
Tiferet, Malchut, Netzach, Hod. The Righteous one, WHICH IS 
YESOD, has a diadem on His head, for it has no mate. What is the 
meaning of His diadem? It refers to the upper Keter (crown). And in 
respect thereof the sages of the Mishnah taught: In the next world 
there is no eating or drinking, but the righteous sit with their 
diadems upon their heads. And this is as they taught: The Shabbat 
pleaded before the Holy One, blessed be He: 'To all the days You 
gave a partner, but to me You gave no partner' 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
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72. Ayin of Sh'ma, Dalet of Echad, the Name of Ayin (=70) 
Rabbi Shimon gives us the concealed meaning of the letters in the title, and his explanation teaches us about rejoicing and unity.

453. Rabbi Shimon began by quoting: "Hear, Yisrael, Hashem our 
Elohim, Hashem is one" (Devarim 6:4). IT IS WRITTEN WITH a large 
letter Ayin IN THE WORD SH'MA (LIT. 'HEAR'), and so is the letter 
Dalet IN THE WORD ECHAD (LIT. 'ONE'). And these form the word 
'ed (Ayin Dalet), a witness, as is written: "Hashem is witness against 
you" (I Shmuel 12:5). AND FROM THE WORD SH'MA (SHIN MEM 
AYIN), the letters Shin Mem remain, the Mem being open. What is the 
reason that the Mem is not final? (namely the form of the same letter 
used when it is the last letter of a word.) WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A MEDIAL OPEN MEM AND A FINAL MEM? It is that the 
final Mem is the upper king, NAMELY BINAH, while the medial Mem 
alludes to the lower king, NAMELY MALCHUT. AND THE LETTERS 
SHIN MEM OF THE WORD SH'MA ALLUDE TO MALCHUT. And the 
other letters OF ECHAD (LIT. 'ONE' - ALEPH CHET DALET) that 
remain are: Aleph Chet. "It is the glory of Elohim to conceal a 
thing" (Mishlei 25:2), it is written.
 

 

454. I have found in the book of Rabbi Hamnuna Saba: Everyone 
who makes this unity each day, rejoicing is prepared for him on 
high, in the secret of the letters Shin Mem OF THE WORD SH'MA 
(LIT. 'HEAR') at this side, THE BEGINNING OF THE VERSE, and 
Aleph Chet OF THE WORD ECHAD at that side, THE END OF THE 
VERSE. And he starts TO JOIN TOGETHER the letters in reverse, 
NAMELY THE ALEPH OF THE ALEPH CHET (FROM ECHAD) AT THE 
END OF THE VERSE IS PLACED BEFORE THE SHIN OF THE SHIN 
MEM (from SH'MA) AT THE BEGINNING OF THE VERSE; and he 
ends straightforwardly, NAMELY THE MEM OF THE SH'MA, AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY THE CHET OF ECHAD. The four letters so 
arranged, Aleph Shin Mem Chet, MAKE THE WORD ESMACH, as in 
the verse: "I will rejoice (esmach) in Hashem" (Tehilim 104:34). And 
this is so literally, for it is the holy unity, ALLUDED TO IN THE 
LETTERS AYIN DALET (HEB. 'ED', LIT. 'WITNESS') FOR THE 
LETTERS OF THE TWO WORDS SH'MA AND ECHAD, WHEN 
REARRANGED AS ABOVE, FORM THE TWO WORDS ESMACH (LIT. 
'I WILL REJOICE') 'ED' (LIT. 'WITNESS') and this is only right. And 
thus is it in the Book of Enoch, who similarly said that whoever 
makes this unity each day, rejoicing from above is made ready for 
him.
 

 

455. Furthermore, LET US REFLECT UPON THE WORD SH'MA, FOR 
IT INCLUDES THE TWO LETTERS Shin Mem, together with the large 
AYIN. These are the Ayin (=seventy) names that are in the secret of 
the holy patriarchs, NAMELY THE 72 NAMES IN CHESED, GVURAH, 
AND TIFERET THAT ARE CALLED 'PATRIARCHS', OF WHICH 
THERE ARE SEVENTY MAIN NAMES IN THE SECRET OF THE 
SEVENTY MEMBERS OF THE SANHEDRIN AND THE TWO 
WITNESSES. And this is the secret of Sh'ma: shem (lit. 'name') Ayin 
(=seventy), WHERE SHEM (LIT. 'NAME') IS MALCHUT THAT IS 
COMPOSED OF THE SEVENTY NAMES. "Yisrael, Hashem our 
Elohim, Hashem," these being the four compartments of the Tefilin, 
WHICH ARE THE FOUR MOCHIN: CHOCHMAH, BINAH, THE RIGHT 
OF DA'AT, AND THE LEFT THAT IS IN DA'AT, to which Aleph Chet 
(Heb. ach, lit. 'brother') FROM THE WORD are attached. This refers to 
the one who said: "Open to me, my sister, my love" (Shir Hashirim 
5:2), NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN. And the DALET FROM THE WORD 
ECHAD is the knot of the HEAD Tefilin, WHICH IS THE SHAPE OF 
THE LETTER DALET, for MALCHUT is attached to them. And the 
secret was given to the sages, but not to be revealed. Rabbi Shimon 
fell silent. He cried, then laughed and said: I shall tell THE SECRET, 
for certainly the HEAVENLY Will is abiding, for there will be no 
generation such as this one until King Messiah comes, in which 
permission will be granted to reveal it.
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73. The straps and the knot of the hand Tefilin 
Rabbi Shimon explains why the straps of the Tefilin are arranged and fastened as they are, and he emphasizes the importance of the Yud.

456. Two straps come out of each side, NAMELY FROM THE RIGHT 
AND THE LEFT, this being the secret of the two thighs THAT ARE 
FROM THE CHEST AND downwards of Aleph Chet, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, NAMELY NETZACH AND HOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, onto which 
the prophets of truth hold. For from above, ON THE HEAD, two 
straps come out, which are the secret of the two arms THAT 
SURROUND THE HEAD from the right and from the left, WHICH ARE 
THE SECRET OF CHESED AND GVURAH, and to which the Dalet, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, is attached, IN THE SECRET OF THE KNOT OF 
THE HEAD TEFILIN. Later MALCHUT descends, and THE STRAPS, 
WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF the thighs below, extend downwards. 
For, since it is attached above, WITH THE DALET OF THE KNOT OF 
THE HEAD TEFILIN, as is proper, it descends below TO NETZACH, 
HOD, AND YESOD, to hold on to her Hosts, WHICH MEANS 
SHARING BENEFICENCE TO THE DWELLERS OF THE WORLDS OF 
BRIYAH, YETZIRAH, AND ASIYAH. And when it becomes attached 
THERE, WITH NETZACH HOD YESOD, it is so attached at the top of 
the thighs, and the imprint of the Yud, which is the holy covenant, 
NAMELY YESOD, IS on it from above, and it then unites in one unity 
WITH ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

457. Yud is the secret of the covenant, NAMELY YESOD, for 
everyone who keeps this covenant will be saved above and below. 
Because Pinchas (PE NUN CHET SAMECH) was zealous for this 
covenant, he was saved from the heavenly judgment and from 
earthly judgment, which is why the letter Yud was added in him, 
INTO HIS NAME, as it is written: Pinchas (Pe Yud Nun Chet Samech), 
the son of Elazar..." (Bemidbar 25:11).
 

 

458. This Yud has to be such that it will never move from the hand 
Tefilin, NAMELY THE KNOT OF THE HAND TEFILIN THAT IS IN THE 
SHAPE OF THE LETTER YUD, WHICH ALLUDES TO YESOD, AS 
ABOVE. This is so that there should be no separation BETWEEN 
YESOD, WHICH IS YUD, AND THE HAND TEFILIN, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT. And the whole of MALCHUT's rejoicing is with this Yud, 
WHICH IS YESOD. And this Yud is to be found in the Male but not in 
the Female. He, YESOD, IS CALLED 'righteous' (Heb. Tzadik - Tzadik 
Dalet Yud Kof), while the Female, MALCHUT, is called 
'righteousness' (Heb. Tzedakah - Tzadik, Dalet, Kof, Hei), WITHOUT 
YUD, FOR YUD IS TO BE FOUND WITH THE MALE AND NOT WITH 
THE FEMALE. And this is why THE YUD is close to it ON THE HAND 
TEFILIN, and whoever removes the Yud, WHICH IS YESOD, away 
from this place, FROM MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE HAND TEFILIN, will 
himself be far from the delights of the next world, NAMELY HE WILL 
NOT BE PRIVILEGED TO RECEIVE THE EMANATION COMING FROM 
THE MATING OF YESOD AND MALCHUT THAT IS DRAWN DOWN 
FROM THE UPPER EDEN, CALLED 'THE NEXT WORLD'.
 

 

459. The righteous (Heb. TZADIK - TZADIK DALET YUD KOF), is in 
the Male while in the Female it is righteousness (Heb. TZEDEK - 
TZADIK DALET KOF), without a Yud. Similarly Ish (lit. 'a man' - Aleph 
Yud Shin) IS WRITTEN with a Yud, while ishah (lit. 'a woman' - Aleph 
Shin Hei) is written without a Yud. This is why it is her rejoicing to 
come close TO THE YUD so that it will delight with her IN THE 
MATING. Whoever removes this delighting is himself removed from 
delight on high. And thus it is written: "for them that honor me I will 
honor" (I Shmuel 2:30).
 

 

 
 
74. "And when Pinchas...saw it, he...took a spear in his hand" 
We hear that the Yud was added to Pinchas' name because he halted the strong judgment of the plague.
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460. Come and see: Pinchas stood before the strong judgment of 
Isaac and blocked up the breach, NAMELY HALTED THE PLAGUE, 
WHICH CAME FROM THE HARSH JUDGMENTS OF THE LEFT THAT 
IS CALLED 'ISAAC'. For this reason, the letter Yud was added to 
Pinchas' name, giving it the same secret as the numerical value as 
the name Isaac. He stood in the breach as it is written: "Then stood 
up Pinchas, and executed judgment..." (Tehilim 106:30), PINCHAS 
HERE BEING SPELLED WITH A YUD, NAMELY PINCHAS. He stood 
in the breach against the judgment of Isaac in order to defend 
Yisrael, which is why their names have the same reckoning, E.G. 
PINCHAS HAS THE SAME NUMERICAL VALUE AS ISAAC.
 

 

461. You might suggest that the reckoning, WHICH IS THE SECRET 
OF CHOCHMAH, is dependent on none but its eyes, NAMELY ON 
THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH THAT IS IN MALCHUT, FOR 
EYES ARE CHOCHMAH, AND CHOCHMAH IS REVEALED ONLY IN 
MALCHUT AND NOT IN ANY OTHER SFIRAH, while here your 
reckoning DEPENDS above, upon Isaac, WHICH IS THE LEFT 
COLUMN OF ZEIR ANPIN. HE REPLIES, you are certainly right, THAT 
THE RECKONING, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH, 
DEPENDS UPON ISAAC, since Isaac depends upon and is drawn 
from the place that is called 'eyes', NAMELY IT IS DRAWN TO 
CHOCHMAH THAT IS IN MALCHUT, where the judgments of the 
whole world are judged. FOR ALL THE JUDGMENTS THAT ARE IN 
THE WORLD HAVE THEIR ROOT IN THE JUDGMENTS OF 
CHOCHMAH, for its eyes are the Ayin (=seventy, lit. 'eye') thrones OF 
JUDGMENT, WHICH ARE where the judgments that are in the world 
are, and they are called 'the seventy members of the Sanhedrin'. 
AND THE NUMBER SEVENTY (AYIN=EYE) IS BECAUSE THEY ARE 
DRAWN FROM ITS EYES. Thus everything is one, because Isaac and 
THE EYES OF MALCHUT go together, FOR MALCHUT IS BUILT UP 
FROM ISAAC AND ITS EYES ARE FROM HIM, NAMELY FROM THE 
LEFT COLUMN, AND SO THE TWO OF THEM ARE REALLY ONE, and 
everything fits.
 

 

462. So Pinchas is Isaac, for Pinchas stood up and judged the case 
OF ZIMRI AND COZBI, and put on the strong Gvurah, which is left 
CALLED 'ISAAC'. And because OF THIS DEED, Pinchas merited the 
right, NAMELY HE EARNED THE PRIESTHOOD, WHICH IS CHESED, 
left being here included in the right. "has turned My wrath 
away" (Bemidbar 25:11). What is the meaning of "turned My wrath 
away?" THE ANSWER IS THAT this refers to the three officials in 
Gehenom WHO ARE CALLED 'Destruction', 'Anger', and 'Wrath'. For 
Pinchas saw that wrath spreading and being drawn down from the 
side of Isaac. What did he do? He put on THE LEVEL OF Isaac, 
WHICH IS THE ROOT OF WRATH, and then he took hold of that 
wrath as one who takes hold of his neighbor and pushes him back.
 

 

463. And then he judged the case and executed judgment. He judged 
according to the rule that if a man has sexual intercourse with a 
gentile woman, the zealots may fall upon him AND IT WAS 
PERMITTED TO STRIKE ZIMRI. And he passed judgment, as it is 
written: "and thrust both of them through" (Bemidbar 25:8). 
Wherefore it is written: "has turned My wrath away (lit. 'back')," while 
elsewhere it is written: "He has turned back His right hand from 
before the enemy" (Eichah 2:3). Just as THE TURNING MENTIONED 
in the latter, is back, so also in the former case, it is back. And thus 
the Yud THAT WAS ADDED here to Pinchas is the Yud that is in 
Isaac, WHICH ALLUDES TO YESOD. And it is all "away from above 
the children of Yisrael" (Bemidbar 25:11), for when he saw that 
wrath, he saw it as it was descending over the heads of children of 
Yisrael, AND IT IS THEREFORE WRITTEN: "HAS TURNED BACK MY 
WRATH BACK FROM (LIT. 'ABOVE') THE CHILDREN OF YISRAEL."
 

 

 
 
75. The letters Mem, Vav and Tav are a sign for the Angel of Death 
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Rabbi Shimon works through some numerology and rearrangement of the letters in Mavet ( Eng. 'death') to show that Pinchas was dedicated to the 
Holy Name of God and that he turned away God's wrath by wielding the spear. We are told that none of those who died in the plague were of Yisrael 
with the exception of those from the tribe of Shimon; those who died were the wicked, and the wicked are already considered to be dead.

464. HE ASKS, IT IS WRITTEN: "AND WHEN PINCHAS...SAW...AND 
TOOK A SPEAR IN HIS HAND" (Bemidbar 25:7). What did he see? 
AND ANSWERS: He saw a letter Mem flying through the sky, and this 
LETTER is a sign of the Angel of Death, for THE Mem wants to be 
built up with the letter Vav and the letter Tav TO FORM THE WORD 
MAVET (LIT. 'DEATH' - MEM VAV TAV). What did Pinchas do, for he 
was then attired with Isaac? He then took that letter Mem and 
snatched it away FROM THE ANGEL OF DEATH, and joined it with 
himself. And when the Angel of Death saw that Pinchas had taken 
the letter Mem to himself, he immediately turned back.
 

 

465. HE ASKS but what is the reason BEHIND ALL THIS? HE 
ANSWERS, when Pinchas was zealous in his heart, he attired 
himself with Isaac. And he rose up to 208, which is the numerical 
value of his name. It is also the numerical value of Isaac. And since 
he saw the letter Mem flying in the sky, he snatched it and joined it 
to himself, and immediately became romach (lit. 'a spear' - Resh 
Mem Chet). THAT IS, THE LETTER MEM JOINED THE NUMERICAL 
VALUE OF HIS NAME, RESH CHET (208) AND FORMED THE WORD 
ROMACH, A SPEAR, as it is written: "and took a spear in his hand."
 

 

466. Because the letter Mem was the first mark for Adam that death 
was ordained over the world, because this letter flew over Adam's 
head at the time when, as is written: "She took of (Heb. mi) the fruit 
thereof" (Beresheet 3:6). And this MEM was waiting for the letters 
Vav and Tav, as is written: ."..and did eat (Heb. vatochal starts VAV 
TAV); and she gave (Heb. vatiten starts VAV TAV) also to her 
husband with her, and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were 
opened (Heb. vatipakachnah) (Ibid. 6-7). And thus was death (Heb. 
mavet - Mem Vav Tav) established over the world.
 

 

467. AND SIMILARLY now Pinchas saw that same letter Mem that 
was flying over the heads of the children of Yisrael. And how did he 
see it? He saw the shape of an open Mem covered in blood. When he 
saw it, he said: This is certainly a sign of the Angel of Death. He 
immediately snatched it, mentioned over it the ineffable Name 
written in full and brought that letter down to himself. And as THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF PYNCHAS is the letters Resh Chet, AND 
THE MEM COMBINED WITH THE RESH CHET to form Resh Mem 
Chet (Heb. romach, lit. 'a spear'), as it is written: "and took a spear in 
his hand." And this is why it is also written: "has turned My wrath 
away from over the children of Yisrael, in that he was zealous for My 
sake" (Bemidbar 25:11), for he was zealous for the Holy Name, for 
they had joined it to another dominion. "among them" (Ibid.). What is 
the meaning of "among them"? The answer is that he went in among 
a number of hordes and a number of great ones and gave himself 
over to death for their sake, IN ORDER TO SAVE THEM. THEREFORE 
IT IS WRITTEN: "AMONG THEM." But THE SECRET OF "among 
them" is as follows: The letters of "among them" (Heb. betochham) 
are, betoch Mem, for the zealousness that he showed was within a 
Mem.
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468. HE ASKS, What's the reason that PINCHAS WAS ZEALOUS FOR 
this 'Mem'? AND HE ANSWERS, This is because this was the sign 
for death, a sign for forty lashings. This is the sign of the four deaths 
decreed by the court, and from whence it rises and descends, 
descends and rises. When it rises IN NUMERICAL VALUE it evolves 
to Mem (=forty) and when it comes down it's a Dalet (=four), the four 
directions that separate from male and female of impurity. Because 
of them are the four deaths decreed by court. And from there they 
rise to Mem. Thus, the Mem is a sign and utensils of the Angel of 
Death. And this is what Pinchas took and established within Mem. 
And therefore, "I consumed not the children of Yisrael in My 
jealousy" (Ibid.).
 

 

469. HE ASKS, How can it be said that Pinchas turned away the 
wrath of the Holy One, blessed be He, when it is written: "And those 
that died by the plague were twenty and four thousand" (Bemidbar 
25:9)? Had not even one of them died, I could have said "has turned 
away My wrath," but since so many died it does not make sense TO 
SAY "turned away My wrath... so that I consumed not the children of 
Yisrael": THE ANSWER IS that the matter certainly needs 
clarification, as follows: Woe to the person who faults his own seed. 
Woe to the one who does not guard his seed properly, FOR THESE 
ARE THEY WHO DIED IN THE PLAGUE. But heaven forbid, not even 
one of Yisrael died, with the exception of the tribe of Shimon. When 
the mixed multitude came, they intermingled with the women of the 
tribe of Shimon, after they had converted, and bore them sons, some 
of whom died at the Golden Calf episode and others of whom died in 
the plague; while those who remained alive died here, as it is literally 
written: "And the dead ones by the plague were twenty and four 
thousand" (Bemidbar 25:9). Scripture does not say 'which had 
died' (namely using a verbal form) but rather "the dead 
ones" (namely using a noun form), which teaches that they were 
already considered dead, FOR THE WICKED ARE CALLED 'DEAD'.
 

 

470. And because Yisrael were careful, and the holy seed were all 
counted and not one of them was missing, wherefore it is written: "I 
consumed not the children of Yisrael" (Bemidbar 25:11). The 
inference here is that He did consume others WHO WERE NOT OF 
THE CHILDREN OF YISRAEL. And so, too: "turned away My wrath 
from over the children of Yisrael." He turned away from over the 
children of Yisrael, but he did not turn it away from the others, who 
were a mixed multitude. And therefore Scripture explicitly states: 
"from over the children of Yisrael." This is why the children of 
Yisrael were counted and the Holy One blessed be He joined them to 
Himself, again as formerly. Something similar happened in the case 
of the Golden Calf, as it is written: "And there fell of the 
people..." (Shemot 32:28). All of these were from the mixed 
multitude. To prove the point that they were not of the children of 
Yisrael, Scripture later says: "And Moses gathered all the 
Congregation of the children of Yisrael" (Shemot 35:1), WHICH 
SHOWS THAT ALL OF THEM WERE IN PERFECTION.
 

 

 
 
76. "Take from among you an offering," not from among the mixed multitude 
Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Elazar discuss the question of whether the offering was to be taken only from the children of Yisrael or from the mixed 
multitudes as well. They also determine that Yisrael did not in fact worship Baal Pe'or.
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471. "Take from among you an offering": (Shemot 35:5) Come and 
see, In the first instance it is written: "of every man whose heart 
prompts him to give" (Shemot 25:2). That is, from absolutely anyone, 
EVEN THE MIXED MULTITUDE. Since the mixed multitude had made 
THE GOLDEN CALF, and those of them who had died had died, the 
Holy One, blessed be He, wanted to be reconciled with Yisrael. He 
said to them: 'Join yourselves together, all of you, to one side,' as it 
is written: "And Moses gathered all the congregation of the children 
of Yisrael" (Shemot 35:1) by themselves. He said to them: 'My 
children, I want to rest upon you; My tabernacle shall be amongst 
you. And so it is written: "Take from among you an offering" from 
you and not from anyone else. I do not want the others to have any 
connection with Me nor with you.' And this is why all OF THE MIXED 
MULTITUDE were destroyed. And so also here. All those about 
whom it is written "And those that were dead..." (Bemidbar 25:9) 
were of a bad stock, NAMELY THEY WERE THE OFFSPRING OF THE 
MIXED MULTITUDE WHO HAD INTERMARRIED WITH THE TRIBE OF 
SHIMON, AS ABOVE. Those dead were certainly already 
PREVIOUSLY dead, FOR THEY WERE OF THE MIXED MULTITUDE 
WHO ARE CALLED 'DEAD' EVEN DURING THEIR LIFETIME, AS 
ABOVE, and not from Yisrael. And this is why he counted them, as it 
is written: "Take the sum of the congregation of the children of 
Yisrael" (Bemidbar 26:2), WHICH MEANS LITTERALLY, raise up their 
heads.
 

 

472. Rabbi Elazar said, Father, WHAT YOU HAVE SAID would have 
been most beautiful if there had not been an internal contradiction. 
He said to him, My son, please tell me. And he replied, It is written: 
"And Yisrael joined himself to Baal Pe'or" (Bemidbar 25:3), and we 
have learnt that Yisrael was joined to Baal Pe'or as a bracelet is 
joined to a person among his jewelry. THAT IS: YISRAEL ALSO 
SINNED, AND NOT ONLY THE MIXED MULTITUDE. He said to him: 
So it is indeed, Elazar, that "Yisrael joined himself to Baal Pe'or," but 
I did not say that Yisrael was innocent of that sin. All I said was that 
they were cleared of death, that death should not rest on them.
 

 

473. He said to him: But it is also written: "Take all the chiefs of the 
people and hang them" (Bemidbar 25:4), AND THE REFERENCE IS 
CLEARLY TO YISRAEL. He said to him, It does indeed specifically 
say "the chiefs of the people," NAMELY THE MIXED MULTITUDE 
WHO ARE CALLED 'PEOPLE' WITHOUT FURTHER EPITHET. IT 
DOES not SAY 'the chiefs of the children of Yisrael'. And from the 
use of the term "the people" we can learn THAT WHEREVER 
SCRIPTURE USES "THE PEOPLE" THE REFERENCE IS TO THE 
MIXED MULTITUDE. Here (Bemidbar 25:4) it is written "the people," 
and elsewhere it is written: "And when the people saw that Moses 
delayed" (Shemot 32:1) and: "the people gathered themselves 
together" (Ibid.), and: "And there fell of the people..." (Ibid. 28). IN 
ALL THESE CASES, "THE PEOPLE" MEANS THE MIXED 
MULTITUDE. But come and see: All that is written is "And Yisrael 
joined himself to Baal Pe'or" (Bemidbar 25:3). It does not say that 
they worshipped BAAL PE'OR, as understood from the end of the 
verse, as is written: "and the people ate, and bowed down to their 
Elohim" (Ibid. 2). Scripture does not say that Yisrael ate and bowed 
down, but IT IS WRITTEN, the people. And since it is written "And 
Yisrael joined...," what is the meaning of "and the people ate"? 
SCRIPTURE SHOULD HAVE SAID: 'AND YISRAEL ATE'. However, it 
was that bad stock, NAMELY THE MIXED MULTITUDE WHO 
MARRIED ISRAELITE WIVES, which was the sin of Yisrael.
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474. ANOTHER COMMENT. Take the verse: "And Yisrael joined 
himself to Baal Pe'or." Come and see: 'And Yisrael joined himself 
within Baal Pe'or' is not written, but rather "to Baal Pe'or." This is so 
because they gave ONLY embellishment and strength to Baal Pe'or, 
without awareness, because the worship of Pe'or consisted of 
uncovering oneself and depositing in front of him hot feces, which 
worship used to give him pleasure and Baal Pe'or grew strong from 
it. Yisrael, when they saw this, thought that they were thereby 
scorning him and disgracing him, for about idolatry it is written: 
"You shall say to it: Get you hence (Heb. tze)" (Yeshayah 30:22), 
AND THE WORD FOR FECES (HEB. TZO'AH) COMES FROM THE 
SAME ROOT. So they, Yisrael, uncovered themselves and answered 
the call of nature in order to deride the idolatry, without awareness. 
And it was for these that Pinchas made atonement and stopped the 
plague FROM THEM, as it is written: "And he made atonement over 
the children of Yisrael" (Bemidbar 25:13) 
The Faithful Shepherd confirms that the offering was not taken from 
the mixed multitude. He says that the rule of the mixed multitude 
over Yisrael causes Yisrael to come under the jurisdiction of the 
stars and planets rather than God. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

475. The Faithful Shepherd said, IT IS WRITTEN: "turned away My 
wrath" (Bemidbar 25:11). What is the meaning of "turned away My 
wrath?" THE ANSWER IS THAT this refers to three officials over 
Gehenom. One is over bloodshed, another over incest, and the third 
over idolatry, and they are CALLED 'Destruction', 'Anger' and 
'Wrath'. And the latter, Wrath, was flying through the world, AND 
ABOUT IT IS SAID: "TURNED AWAY MY WRATH." He said, "turned 
away My wrath from the children of Yisrael," but He did not say 
"from the people," which WOULD REFER TO the mixed multitude. 
For it is said, "And there fell of the people that day about three 
thousand men" (Shemot 32:28), WHERE THE MEANING OF "THE 
PEOPLE" IS THE MIXED MULTITUDE. BUT HERE IT DOES NOT SAY 
'TURNED AWAY MY WRATH FROM THE PEOPLE,' BUT RATHER 
"FROM THE CHILDREN OF YISRAEL." THIS IS TO TEACH THAT THE 
WRATH WAS NOT TURNED AWAY FROM THE MIXED MULTITUDE. 
For this is how we explained it, and we asked the holy luminary, 
THAT IS, RABBI SHIMON.
 

 

476. What does Scripture say? "Take from among you an offering to 
Hashem" (Shemot 35:5), "FROM AMONG YOU" and not from the 
mixed multitude, for YISRAEL was not called 'a community' and 'a 
union' until the mixed multitude had been removed from them. When 
THE MIXED MULTITUDE was intermingled amongst them, as it were, 
it was as though they were not one people. That is why it says, "Take 
from among you an offering" and not from any other partnership, 
NAMELY NOT FROM THE MIXED MULTITUDE, for I do not want to 
involve others between Me and you.
 

 

477. And not only that, but when the mixed multitude were 
intermingled with Yisrael, what is written? "Her adversaries have 
become the chief" (Eichah 1:5). And after THE MIXED MULTITUDE 
have been removed from Yisrael, what is written? "Take the sum of 
all the congregation of the children of Yisrael" (Bemidbar 26:2) (the 
literal translation of which verse is: 'Lift up the head of all the 
congregation of the children of Yisrael'). And not only that, but the 
Holy One, blessed be He, said: 'I want to dwell with them,' this being 
what is written: "and let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell 
among them" (Shemot 25: 8).
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478. And not only that, but when the children of Yisrael are in exile it 
is said about them: What prevents? The yeast in the dough, for the 
sages of the Mishnah have taught: When the mixed multitude are the 
heads over Yisrael, as it were, it is as though the rule of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, was removed and they had come under the rule 
of the jurisdiction of the stars and planets. This is why they cry out, 
saying, "Hashem our Elohim, other Masters beside You have had 
dominion over us" (Yeshayah, 26:13).
 

 

 
 
77. Mem of Mavet flying in the air 
Rabbi Shimon says that Elijah (Elijah being Pinchas in reincarnation) snatched the letters Mem and Vav from the word mavet, which means death, 
by means of the great pity he had for Yisrael and his determination that they should not be lost because of the sins of Zimri and Cozbi - this is how 
and why he killed the two sinners with a spear. Rabbi Shimon concludes by saying that whenever there is a righteous man in the world, the 
patriarchs come to help him.

479. Another explanation of the verse, "Pinchas..." (Bemidbar 25:11): 
Arise, O holy luminary, and say things in the presence of the 
Shechinah. The holy luminary, THAT IS RABBI SHIMON, arose and 
said, In the complication of the first part it was said: Come and see, 
Pinchas arose before the strong judgment of Isaac and stood in the 
breach, NAMELY THE OUTBREAKS OF THE PLAGUE, as it is 
written: "Then stood up Pinchas, and executed judgment: and so the 
plague was stayed" (Tehilim 106:30). AND THIS HE DID in order to 
protect Yisrael. This is the reason why Pinchas and Isaac have the 
same numerical value. And now new things have to be said here.
 

 

480. He began by saying, Elijah, the beloved of the divine King, 
NAMELY PINCHAS, FOR ELIJAH IS PINCHAS, saw the letter Mem 
from the word mavet (lit. 'death') flying in the air, snatched it down 
and joined it to Resh Chet, which is the numerical value of both 
Isaac and Pinchas, and WITH THE MEM completed the combination 
Resh Mem Chet. Subsequently, he saw the letter Vav from the word 
mavet flying in the sky, and he snatched it down also and placed it 
with the Resh Mem Chet, thus completing the word: Resh Vav Mem 
Chet (Heb. romach), a spear in the fuller spelling, as it is written: 
"and he took a spear in his hand" (Bemidbar 25:7).
  

481. And with what was he able to snatch down these two letters, 
THE MEM AND THE VAV? He used the two spirits that were 
preserved for him on high, for they make up Pinchas, namely Pnei 
Chas (lit. 'the countenance of pity'), for with these two countenances 
he had pity on Yisrael that they should not be lost because of those 
two, ZIMRI AND COZBI, "and he thrust both of them through" (Ibid. 
8) with the two letters, the Mem and the Vav, as is written: "in that he 
was zealous for My sake among them" (Ibid. 11).
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482. Why did Pinchas associate himself with Isaac? It was because 
Isaac gave himself over to death, which is why he joined himself to 
Isaac, that he should help him. For from the side of the two fawns of 
the doe, Abraham and Jacob participated in him, for Abraham, 
whose level is that of Chesed, participated in the Chet Samech of 
Pinchas, while Jacob is the Pnei of Pinchas, because it is said about 
him (about Jacob): "And as he passed over Penuel" (Beresheet 
32:32). AND THE LETTERS OF Peniel can be read as two words: Pnei 
El, the face of El. For, whenever the world is in trouble, but there is a 
righteous man in the world, who is zealous for the covenant, then 
the patriarchs combine with him. And for their sake, Moses said, 
when Yisrael was in trouble, "Remember Abraham, Isaac and 
Yisrael, Your servants" (Shemot 32:13). And with the three letters 
Yud Hei Vav of Elijah, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF ABRAHAM, 
ISAAC, JACOB, he earned the Hei, WHICH IS MALCHUT, of hanavi 
(lit. 'the prophet') - and this is Elijah the prophet, and thus the Yud 
Hei Vav Hei come together in him.
 

 

 
 
78. The Yud that Pinchas merited was the Yud of Shadai 
The Zohar expounds upon the meaning of the lower Yud and the upper Yud in terms of the covenant. The Yud of Shadai prevents the evil inclination 
from harming a person. We hear that Pinchas was zealous for the covenant both in thought and in deed.

483. The Yud that Pinchas earned, WHERE HIS NAME IS WRITTEN 
OUT IN FULL WITH A YUD: PINCHAS, was because he was zealous 
for the covenant, and thus merited the covenant, FOR THE YUD 
THAT WAS ADDED TO HIS NAME IS AN INDICATION OF THE 
COVENANT. There are two Yuds, upper Yud from Yud Hei Vav Hei, 
with which He made the covenant with Abraham between the Yud 
(ten) fingers of the hands, and small Yud which is from Adonai, with 
which He made the covenant between the Yud toes of the feet. And it 
is a holy letter that is adorned by the supernal print.
 

 

484. This SMALL YUD is always ever recorded, THAT IS TO SAY 
THAT IT IS MARKED UPON ALL THE GRADES OF MOCHIN, FOR 
WITHOUT IT NO GRADE IS REVEALED. It is the sign of Shabbat, the 
sign of the Tefilin, the sign of the festival days, the sign of Shadai 
that is recorded "on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates" (Devarim 6:9), WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE YUD OF 
SHADAI (SHIN DALET YUD), so that YISRAEL will be impressed with 
it in their straps, NAMELY IN THE KNOT OF THE HAND TEFILIN 
WHICH HAS THE SHAPE OF THE LETTER YUD, and in their 
covenant, NAMELY THE CIRCUMCISED MEMBER, SO THEY WILL BE 
MARKED THROUGH IT as the children of Malchut, the household of 
the palace of the Holy King, WHICH IS MALCHUT CALLED 'PALACE'. 
THIS MEANS THAT THEY SHOULD RECEIVE THE MOCHIN OF 
LOWER CHOCHMAH, WHICH ARE DRAWN DOWN FROM MALCHUT, 
AND THIS THEY MERIT BY KEEPING GUARD OVER THE COVENANT 
and BY ENGAGING IN the Torah. They are marked with the upper 
Yud OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, NAMELY THEY MERIT UPPER 
CHOCHMAH, for they are the children of the divine King. It is as we 
have taught, and so it is said: "You are the children of Hashem your 
Elohim" (Devarim 14:1) IN THE SECRET OF THEIR RECEIVING FROM 
YUD OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS FROM ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS 
CALLED YUD HEI VAV HEI.
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485. And the letter Yud of Shadai (Shin Dalet Yud) THAT IS THE SIGN 
OF THE COVENANT is a ring halter that is lowered onto the neck of 
the demon, which is the Evil Inclination, FOR THE LETTERS OF 
SHADAI MAKE TWO WORDS SHED (LIT. 'A DEMON' - SHIN DALET), 
AND YUD, to prevent it from harming man. And this is as David said: 
"Deliver my life from the sword; my only one from the power of the 
dog" (Tehilim 22:21), FOR THE EVIL INCLINATION is serpent, dog, 
lion, about which David said, "He lies in wait secretly like a lion in 
his den" (Tehilim 10:9), or, in the words of the prophet, a bear, as it 
is written: "He is to me a bear lying in wait, and like a lion in secret 
places" (Eichah 3:10). And IT is likened to all the animals, namely is 
likened to all the beasts of prey, and the likeness is drawn for each 
person according to his sins. THAT IS, ACCORDING TO A 
PERSON'S SINS SO IS THE EVIL INCLINATION CALLED 'LION' OR 
'BEAR' AND SO ON but this has already been clarified.
 

 

486. And this, THE EVIL INCLINATION, is dog, and serpent, and 
braying donkey, onto which the soul is mounted, and, as soon as it 
is known that its rider is wicked it is written about it: "his rider shall 
fall backward" (Beresheet 49:17), and the secret of the matter is: "If 
any (falling) man fall from it" (Devarim 22:8). And for this reason, Job 
said: "I am not inferior to you" (Iyov 12:3). (The literal rendering of 
this verse is: 'I do not fall from you'). But the righteous person who 
rides on it binds it with the knot of the Tefilin straps, the sign of the 
Tefilin, which is the Yud of Shadai (Shin Dalet Yud), being the ring, 
the halter on the neck, while the Shin of the Tefilin is a chain on the 
neck.
 

 

487. And Elijah rode on it when he ascended into the heavens, as it 
is written: "And Elijah went up by a storm of wind into heaven" (II 
Melachim 2:11). Also: "Then Hashem answered Job out of the storm 
wind" (Iyov 38:1). And this is why the sages of the Mishnah taught: 
Who is mighty? He that subdues his inclination. And there are those 
for whom it becomes a donkey (Heb. chamor) that causes no trouble 
for its rider, and they are the ones who make efforts at exposition by 
inference from minor to major (Heb. chomer). And this is why it is 
written about Abraham: "and saddled his ass" (Beresheet 22:3). And 
this is also why it is said about Messiah: "humble and riding upon an 
ass" (Zecharyah 9:9).
 

 

488. And for this reason, all demons and spirits are fearful of the Yud 
of Shadai (Shin Dalet Yud), NAMELY THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT, 
which is the noose ring from the chain, and immediately on seeing 
THE YUD OF SHADAI on the doorposts of the gates they flee, for 
about THE YUD OF SHADAI it is said: "to bind their kings with 
chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron" (Tehilim 149:8). And 
even more DO THEY FLEE AWAY when they see it on the Tefilin that 
are on the arms, NAMELY IN THE KNOT OF THE HAND TEFILIN. And 
of those who are marked with it with the sign of the covenant in their 
own flesh, ABOUT THEM IT IS SAID: "and the stranger that comes 
near shall be put to death" (Bemidbar 1: 51); NAMELY THE EVIL 
INCLINATION THAT IS CALLED 'STRANGER' SHALL BE PUT TO 
DEATH, for stranger is none other than the Evil Inclination, that is 
similar to all the beasts and birds of prey, AS ABOVE.
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489. And for this reason, "Recall now, who that was innocent ever 
perished?" (Iyov 4:7). This refers to Pinchas, who was zealous for 
the covenant, SINCE THE LETTERS OF THE WORD INNOCENT (Heb. 
NAKI), WHEN REARRANGED, SPELL KENEI (ARAMAIC FOR 
ZEALOUS). And it is recorded upon him that he is the son of the 
King and the Queen, for when he was zealous in thought, he earned 
the letter Yud of Yud Hei Vav Hei, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
UPPER CHOCHMAH, AND HE BECAME THE SON OF THE KING. And 
when he was zealous in deed, he earned the letter Yud of Adonai, 
WHICH IS LOWER CHOCHMAH, AND HE BECAME THE SON OF THE 
QUEEN. And this is the meaning of Chochmah at the beginning OF 
THE COMBINATION YUD ALEPH HEI DALET VAV NUN HEI YUD, 
WHICH IS THE YUD OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, and Chochmah at the end 
OF THE COMBINATION YUD ALEPH HEI DALET VAV NUN HEI YUD, 
WHICH IS THE YUD OF ADONAI. And since Adam was marked with 
THESE two YUDS, the sages taught about him that he is the first in 
thought but the last in deed (namely the last of the created). FOR 
THE YUD HEI VAV HEI IS THE SECRET OF THOUGHT AND 'ADONAI' 
IS THE SECRET OF DEED. And while he was still saying these 
things, he disappeared from their sight. Rabbi Elazar said, Happy is 
our portion that we have been privileged to hear these matters from 
those of the next world.
 

 

490. And in compilation of the first part, HE SAID, "Wherefore, 
say" (Bemidbar 25:12), NAMELY THIS BEING WHAT THE HOLY ONE, 
BLESSED BE HE, SAID TO MOSES: 'An oath upon you: Whether you 
want TO SAY TO HIM "BEHOLD, I GIVE TO HIM MY COVENANT OF 
PEACE" (IBID.), or whether you don't want TO SAY IT TO HIM, say it.' 
THIS WAS WHAT Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair SAID, FOR 'WHEREFORE' 
IS THE LANGUAGE OF AN OATH. The same shadow CAME AND 
smote Rabbi Aba in the eyes AND SAID TO HIM, Did the Holy One, 
blessed be He, really not know if Moses wanted to say this or not? 
DID HE REALLY HAVE TO SAY IT TO HIM WITH SOME DOUBT: 
EITHER WAY...SAY! He said to him, Even if it is apparent to the Holy 
One, blessed be He, who says that it is obvious to others? Therefore 
HE SAID TO HIM: "Wherefore, say" VIS-A-VIS THE OTHERS.
 

 

 
 
79. Yisrael are the members of the Shechinah 
The Faithful Shepherd talks about the Shechinah giving testimony about Yisrael, as the Shechinah is their help from heaven. People take strength 
from the study and teaching of Halachah and Mishnah, and in this study the Shechinah has a home. We learn that those who bring others to 
righteousness are like the stars forever and ever.

491. And it was also said in the compilation of the first part: "TO THE 
CHIEF MUSICIAN UPON SHUSHAN EDUT, a michtam of 
David" (Tehilim 60:1). David was shown a sign IN A ROSE (HEB. 
SHOSHANAH) THAT HE WOULD WIN THE WAR when he sent Joab 
to Aram Naharaim (Mesopotamia) and Aram Tzovah to make war 
against them. The Faithful Shepherd said, Shushan Edut is the Edut 
(lit. 'testimony') of the Shechinah, which is CALLED 'Shushan Edut' 
because it testifies, standing over us and testifying on us before the 
King, and the holy upper levels are with it, and it is holy help for US 
TO OFFER praises; THEREFORE, IT IS CALLED 'SHUSHAN EDUT'. 
The Faithful Shepherd said, IT IS CALLED 'Shushan Edut' because 
THE SHECHINAH gives Edut (lit. 'testimony') about Yisrael, that they 
are its parts and it is their soul over them. It is help from heaven, 
about which is written: "then hear You in heaven" (I Melachim 8:32). 
It is holy assistance, about which it has been said: Here is Tanya (lit. 
'support') to help you, FOR THE SHECHINAH IS CALLED 'TANYA'.
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492. "Strong (Heb. eitan) is your dwelling-place, and you put your 
nest in a rock" (Bemidbar 24:21). Eitan (Aleph Yud Tav Nun) is 
WRITTEN WITH the letters of tanya (Tav Nun Yud Aleph), NAMELY 
MISHNAH AND BARAITHA. There, IN THE MISHNAH AND 
BARAITHA, is the nest of the upper eagle, which is the Shechinah, 
and about it is said: "As an eagle stirs up its nest, broods over its 
young" (Devarim 32:11). And those who study or teach Halachah and 
Mishnah ARE CALLED 'THE YOUNG OF THE EAGLE'. And each 
speech that emerges out of the mouth of that tanya, NAMELY FROM 
THE TEACHERS OF MISHNAH, whether for the sake of the Yud Hei 
Vav Hei and whether in Torah, prayer, blessing, or in any one of the 
precepts; what is written about it? "spreads abroad its wings" (Ibid.), 
namely that same eagle that is speech, FOR THE SHECHINAH IS 
CALLED 'SPEECH', with which is the Yud Hei Vav Hei, NAMELY ZEIR 
ANPIN WHO IS CALLED 'VOICE', THAT EAGLE WILL SPREAD ITS 
WINGS.
 

 

493. "takes them, bears them on its pinion (Heb. ever)" (Devarim 
32:11). HE ASKS, What is the meaning of "its pinion"? AND HE 
ANSWERS: On that part (Heb. ever) of man, with which he performed 
a precept of the Hashem, called 'a limb of the Shechinah'. Thus: 
"bears them on its pinion." And the meaning of "bear (Heb. yisa)" is 
as in the verse: "Hashem lift up His countenance to you" (Bemidbar 
6:25).
  

494. And what is the meaning of "and you put your nest in a rock"? 
But David said about THE SHECHINAH, "Hashem is my rock, and my 
fortress" (II Shmuel 22:2). So also for the tanna, NAMELY HE WHO 
STUDIES MISHNAH, in which the halachah is as firm as a rock that 
no hammer can break with all the objections in the world. It is here 
that the eagle, NAMELY THE SHECHINAH, makes its nest. And all the 
Tanaim are called 'nests of THE SHECHINAH'. Therefore, "If a bird's 
nest chance to be before you..." (Devarim 22:6), THAT IS THE 
SHECHINAH THAT IS CALLED 'A BIRD', namely that comes by pure 
chance, once, as a visitor, as a wayfarer who just happens to come 
to the inn.
 

 

495. And there are Tanaim, STUDENTS OF THE MISHNAH, in whose 
study of the Mishnah the Shechinah has A PERMANENT home, as it 
is written: "Wherefore the children of Yisrael shall keep the Shabbat, 
to observe the Shabbat throughout their generations (Heb. 
dorotam)" (Shemot 31:16). 'dorotam' is written in the abbreviated 
spelling, derived from 'apartment (Heb. dirah)'. And indeed, there are 
sages of the Mishnah, whose study of Torah is their art; in such 
cases the Shechinah does not move from them all their days. But 
those ABOUT WHOM THE SCRIPTURE SPEAKS IN THE VERSE "If a 
bird's nest chance to be before you" (Devarim 22:6) are those to 
whom the Shechinah comes by chance, at one time resting on them 
and being with them and at another time not being with them.
  

496. And the secret of the matter is: The occasional times when THE 
SHECHINAH is with them is WHEN IT IS SAID: "You shall not take 
the mother BIRD OVER THE YOUNG" (IBID.), BUT HE DOES NOT 
LET THE MOTHER BIRD, WHICH IS THE SHECHINAH, GO. And the 
times when THE SHECHINAH is not with them IS WHEN IT IS SAID: 
"but you shall surely let the mother go" (Ibid. 7), FOR THEY ARE 
NOT FITTING TO BE WITH HER. "The young" are the sages of the 
Mishnah; "or eggs" (Ibid. 6) are the sages of the Bible. About those 
who do not study regularly IT IS SAID: "You shall surely let the 
mother go," while about those who do study regularly IT IS SAID: 
"You shall not take the mother bird together with the young"; BUT 
THEY DO NOT LET HER GO. And there are sages of Halachah (lit. 
'legal tradition') who are like the stars, as it is written: "and they who 
turn many to righteousness like the stars for ever and ever" (Daniel 
12:3). But they are not as the stars, about which it is written: "and all 
their host shall fall down" (Yeshayah 34:4), but rather as though they 
were the stars of the next world that remain always for ever and ever, 
AND TO WHICH IS APPLIED THE VERSE: "AND THEY WHO TURN  
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MANY TO RIGHTEOUSNESS LIKE THE STARS FOREVER AND 
EVER."
 

 
 
80. "Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness" 
The Faithful Shepherd tells us that God's last act of creation was to make man, and by 'man' is meant Yisrael and not the idolaters. Rabbi Shimon 
talks about the tradition given to Moses at Sinai, and how Moses illuminates all of Yisrael with the light of the Torah. As the Faithful Shepherd and 
Rabbi Shimon discuss the creation of man, Moses clarifies that man was indeed created from all of the angels and other creatures and he was made 
to rule over the creatures. He goes on to say that the holy Malchut is the image of everything including all the inhabitants of the three worlds, and 
that God looked into it before He created everything. Lastly we are told that man depends solely on God for his punishment or reward, and not on an 
angel or seraph or any other creature.

497. "And Elohim said: Let Us make man in Our image, after Our 
likeness" (Beresheet 1:26). After each craftsman had completed his 
work, the Holy One, blessed be He, said to them: 'One craft remains 
for Me to undertake, and all of us shall be partners in it. Let all join 
together, and let each one do his share, and I shall join in 
partnership with you, to give it My share.' For this is what is written: 
"Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness." And the sages 
taught that only the people of Yisrael are referred to as man, as it is 
written: "But you My flock, the flock of My pasture, are 
men" (Yechezkel 34:31). That is: You are men, but the idolators are 
not, and therefore is it written: "Let Yisrael rejoice in his 
Maker" (Tehilim 149:2).
 

 

498. Said the holy luminary, THAT IS, RABBI SHIMON, This must 
certainly have been said by that same tanna who hid in the rock of 
the Serpent, for it is written about him: "Strong (Heb. eitan) is your 
dwelling-place, and you put your nest in a rock" (Bemidbar 24:21). 
For the three patriarchs are called 'the strong ones', and the fourth 
one, THAT IS, MOSES, is "Strong is your dwelling place" for in him 
the Halachah, WHICH IS THE SHECHINAH, takes shape, as in the 
expression 'A tradition given to Moses from Sinai'. And he spreads 
over the six hundred thousand of Yisrael and gives them light with 
the Torah as the sun which is hidden by night but gives light to all 
the stars and constellations. SO IT IS WITH MOSES: HAD HE NOT 
HIDDEN IN THAT ROCK, HE WOULD HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO GIVE 
LIGHT TO YISRAEL. And night always refers to the Exile, as in 
"Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the 
night?" (Yeshayah 21:11). THIS REFERS TO THE EXILE, FOR THEN 
MOSES HIDES IN THE ROCK and appears by day, AT THE TIME OF 
THE REDEMPTION, about which it is said: "As soon as the morning 
was light" (Beresheet 44:3), which is the morning of Abraham, about 
which is said: "and in the morning, you shall see the glory of 
Hashem" (Shemot 16:7). "As Hashem lives, lie down until the 
morning" (Rut 3:13).
 

 

499. While he was yet speaking, behold, the Faithful Shepherd came 
out from that rock AND APPEARED TO RABBI SHIMON. He said to 
him, holy luminary, what good did it do me to hide from you, for I 
have not left a place that I did not enter to hide from you, and I could 
not HIDE FROM YOU IN IT. That being so, there is no sense in my 
continuing to hide from you.
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500. The holy luminary said TO THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD: After 
Scripture records "Let Us make man in Our image, after Our 
likeness" (Beresheet 1:26), what is the meaning of the verse that is 
written later: "So Elohim created man in His own image" (Ibid. 27)? 
He replied: This is what the sages of the Mishnah taught: HE ASKED 
THE MINISTERING ANGELS WHETHER TO CREATE MAN OR NOT. 
Some said: Let him be created, while others urged: Let him not be 
created. And the Holy One, blessed be He, created him, as it is 
written: "So Elohim created man in His own image." He said to him: 
If that is so, then He did not place in him one part FROM THE 
MINISTERING ANGELS, and he was not made after their form, but 
after the form of the King, in His image, in His likeness, which is the 
image of the likeness of His form ALONE. He noted: That is the 
seeming meaning OF WHAT YOU SAY.
 

 

501. Said THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD: Heaven forbid. I HAVE NOT 
SAID THAT HE IS NOT MADE UP OF ANY OF THE ANGELS AND 
CREATURES. What I said to you was that he was created from all 
THE ANGELS AND CREATURES, and was made to rule over all the 
creatures. Had each one given his share TO MAN, THEN, when he 
would have been angry with him, each one could have come back 
and taken his share away from him. "For in what is he to be 
accounted of" (Yeshayah 2:22).
 

 

502. But the Holy One, blessed be He, created him in His image, 
which is the holy Malchut THAT IS CALLED 'IMAGE', which is the 
picture of everything, FOR ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE WORLDS 
OF BRIYAH, YETZIRAH, AND ASIYAH ARE INCLUDED IN IT. And the 
Holy One, blessed be He, looked into it and created the world and all 
the creatures that He created in the world, and He included in it the 
upper grades and the lower grades without any separation 
whatsoever, and He included in it ten Sfirot and all the names and 
appellatives and Yud Hei Vav Hei's. And the Supreme Cause, who is 
Master of all, and there is no Elohim beside Him, is not to be found in 
upper and lower grades less than it, for it is the connection among 
all of them, the perfection of all of them, to establish in it: "and His 
kingdom rules over all" (Tehilim 103:19). And there is no Cause of all 
to be found in even one of the upper and lower grades less than it, IT 
IS NOT INCLUDED IN HIM. And is called 'the Faith of Yisrael'. From 
the point of view of the Supreme Cause, it is said: "For you saw no 
manner of form" (Devarim 4:15), but from the point of view 
ACCORDING TO WHICH IT IS INCLUSIVE of the other creatures, it is 
said: "And the similitude of Hashem does he behold" (Bemidbar 
12:8).
 

 

503. The holy luminary came with the other companions, and they 
prostrated themselves before him, saying, certainly there is now 
none that can take from him, FROM MAN, his portion, FOR not EVEN 
one in the world contributed to him a part, except The Creator of the 
World, the First Cause ALONE. And on Him depends his punishment 
or reward and not on an angel nor a seraph nor any other creature 
that is in the world. Thus the sages of the Mishnah taught: Anyone 
who combines the Name of Heaven and something else is uprooted 
from the world. Immediately on his hearing what Rabbi Shimon, the 
holy luminary, said, the Faithful Shepherd rejoiced. And all the 
companions blessed him, THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD, and said: O, 
Faithful Shepherd, if a man were to have come into the world just to 
hear this, it would be enough for him.
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81. What is 'Yesh'- Chochmah 
We learn that those people are happy who, in the last exile, make a great effort to know the Shechinah, to suffer for her and to keep the precepts. We 
are told that Yesh is Chochmah, substance out of nothing, that is drawn from Keter; this means that those who love God will inherit wisdom.

504. Happy is he who makes an effort in the last exile to know the 
Shechinah, to honor her with all the precepts and to suffer for her a 
number of exigencies, as they said: The wages of attending the bride 
lies in the crush AND TROUBLE. THAT IS TO SAY: ACCORDING TO 
THE SUFFERING SO IS THE REWARD. "And he lay down in that 
place" (Beresheet 28:11). THE HEBREW WORD FOR 'AND HE LAY 
DOWN' (Heb. VAYISHKAV) CAN BE READ AS TWO WORDS: 
VEYESH, CAF BET, meaning: And there are twenty-two. That is, if 
the twenty-two letters of the Torah exist, NAMELY THAT HE IS 
PERFECT IN TORAH, then the Shechinah lies with him.
 

 

505. HE ASKS, What is the meaning of 'yesh' (lit. 'there is')? HE 
ANSWERS THAT it refers to Chochmah, which is SUBSTANCE out of 
nothing, THAT IS TO SAY THAT IT IS DRAWN DOWN FROM KETER, 
WHICH IS CALLED 'NOTHING'. For in the place where the upper 
Shechinah is, WHICH IS BINAH, there is Chochmah, FOR 
CHOCHMAH IS REVEALED ONLY IN BINAH, and for it is said, "That I 
may cause those that love Me to inherit substance (Heb. 
yesh)" (Mishlei 8:21). FOR CHOCHMAH THAT IS IN BINAH 
ILLUMINATES ONLY IN CHESED, AND THOSE THAT CLEAVE TO 
CHESED ARE CALLED 'THE LOVERS OF HASHEM', AND IT IS ONLY 
THEY WHO CAN INHERIT YESH, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH, BECAUSE 
THEY HAVE CHESED, AND THIS IS: "but showing mercy to 
thousands of generations of those that love Me" (Shemot 20:6), 
NAMELY from the side of the love of Chesed, FOR THOUSANDS IS 
THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH, AND HE SHOWS MERCY (CHESED) 
IN ATTIRING CHOCHMAH WITH CHASSADIM. And this yesh, which 
is Chochmah, is on the right, THAT IT ILLUMINATES ONLY WHEN 
ATTIRED IN CHESED OF THE RIGHT, as has been taught: He who 
wants to grow wise should turn to the south. And that is why IT IS 
WRITTEN: "That I may cause those that love Me to inherit substance 
(Heb. yesh)" (Mishlei 8:21), SINCE THEY HAVE CHESED, WHICH IS 
THE RIGHT.
 

 

506. Come and see into the hidden secrets, in the attributes of the 
Holy One, blessed be He, for about the same quality over which 
people make an effort, and which they mention, it is said: With the 
same measure that a man metes out, so is it measured to him, FOR 
HE IS TREATED WITH THE SAME ATTRIBUTE THAT HE MENTIONS. 
And there are seventy countenances to the Torah. IN THE SECRET 
OF THE SEVENTY ATTRIBUTES, THERE ARE THE SEVEN: CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT, EACH 
OF WHICH IS COMPOSED OF TEN SFIROT, MAKING SEVENTY, THIS 
BEING THE SECRET OF: THERE ARE SEVENTY COUNTENANCES 
TO THE TORAH. Thus "in all places where I cause My name to be 
pronounced (mentioned), I WILL COME TO YOU, AND I BLESS 
YOU" (Shemot 20:21). Should Scripture not have said: 'you cause My 
name to be pronounced, I WILL COME TO YOU AND BLESS YOU'? 
NO, FOR THE MEANING is RATHER: With the same attribute that I 
uttered My name, with that very same attribute I will come to bless 
you. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
Rabbi Shimon tells Rabbi Yehuda that God brings true 
craftsmanship out of chaos, that has no substance at all, and His 
creation is perfected properly, in actuality, and He never again has to 
change it.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/43%20-%20Pinchas.htm (142 of 252)2004/07/07 23:16:21



1

507. "According to the lot shall their inheritance be divided between 
many and few" (Bemidbar 26:56). Rabbi Yehuda began by quoting: "I 
know that, whatever the Elohim does, it shall be forever; nothing can 
be added to it, nor anything taken from it" (Kohelet 3:14). This was 
said by King Solomon, whose wisdom exceeded that of all the 
inhabitants of the world. I, MYSELF, did not know that whatever 
Elohim does, it shall be forever, UNTIL he said: "I know." FOR HE 
KNEW what no one else knows.
 

 

508. HE ANSWERS: the explanation of this is that of course King 
Solomon's wisdom was greater than that of other men, and he knew 
what was not known to other people. Come and see, Any other 
craftsman in the world, when he has something to make, looks at it 
and considers it once and twice and then makes it. Subsequently, he 
adds to it or takes away from it. With the Holy One, blessed be He, it 
is not like that: He brings true craftsmanship out of chaos, that has 
no substance at all, and it is perfected properly, in actuality, and He 
does not need to add or take anything away from it. That is why it is 
written: "And Elohim saw everything that He had made, and, behold, 
it was very good" (Beresheet 1:31). AND IT WAS ABOUT THIS THAT 
SOLOMON SAID, "I KNOW THATM WHATEVER ELOHIM DOES, IT 
SHALL BE FOREVER; NOTHING CAN BE ADDED TO IT, NOR 
ANYTHING TAKEN FROM IT."
 

 

 
 
82. "Whatever the Elohim does, it shall be forever" 
Rabbi Shimon explains about the tree that is Zeir Anpin and that is the Torah on which faith is suspended. He says that God is, was, and will be - 
nothing can be added to Him or taken from Him. He then talks about a lower tree that is Malchut, that is nourished from the upper tree, and 
concludes by saying that only those who are fit should come close to God, and that all others should be afraid.

509. "whatever the Elohim does" (Kohelet 3:14). A further 
explanation is THAT WHATSOEVER HE DOES to correct the world, it 
will surely be forever, BUT THE DEMONS AND THE OTHER SIDE 
WILL BE NULLIFIED AT THE COMPLETION OF THE CORRECTION, 
AND ARE NOT ETERNAL. Rabbi Yitzchak said, If that is so, what is 
THE MEANING OF: "and the Elohim does it, so that men should fear 
before Him" (Ibid.)? WHICH IS UNDERSTOOD TO ALLUDE TO THE 
OTHER SIDE, WHO CAST FEAR ON THE WORLD. It is not so, for we 
have learned that the verse, and this is a divine secret amongst the 
companions, should be read as follows: That whatever the Elohim 
did, it shall be forever. But what is meant by: "whatever the Elohim 
does (lit. 'will do')" for is it not written "That which is, already has 
been; and that which is to be has already been" (Ibid. 15)? Yet you 
say: "whatever the Elohim will do"?
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510. HE ANSWERS, we can understand the matter from another 
verse. It is written: "Neither has the eye seen that an Elohim, beside 
You, should do such a thing for him who waits for Him" (Yeshayah 
64:3). It should have said 'have done' instead of "should do" and 'for 
him who waits for You' instead of "for Him." HE ANSWERS, rather, it 
is an upper place that is drawn down and emerges and kindles all 
the lights, NAMELY ALL THE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN AND 
MALCHUT, in all directions, BOTH TO THE RIGHT AND TO THE 
LEFT, and is called 'the next world', NAMELY BINAH. And from it 
emerges a tree, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, to be watered and corrected. 
And this tree is higher and more precious than all other trees, and 
we have already learned about this. And that next world, WHICH IS 
BINAH, which is drawn down and emerges, corrects this tree 
eternally, and waters it, NAMELY IT EMANATES MOCHIN TO IT, and 
corrects it in its work; NAMELY BINAH CORRECTS THE TOOLS OF 
ZEIR ANPIN WITH ITS TOOLS SO THAT IT SHOULD BE FITTED TO 
RECEIVE THE MOCHIN FROM IT; and crowns it with diadems, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE UPPER THREE SFIROT, and none of 
the fountains ceases to flow from it forever and ever.
 

 

511. On that tree, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, Faith is suspended, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'FAITH', which rests on it, rather than 
all the trees, IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSE: "LIKE THE APPLE 
TREE AMONG THE TREES OF THE WOOD, SO IS MY BELOVED 
AMONG THE SONS" (SHIR HASHIRIM 2:3). The existence of 
everything is to be found in it, INASMUCH AS IT IS THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN THAT GIVES EVERYTHING ITS EXISTENCE. And therefore 
it is written: "whatever the Elohim does, it shall be forever." 
Specifically, He was, He is, and He will be. "Nothing can be added to 
Him, nor anything taken from Him" (Ibid.). And thus it is written in 
the Torah: "you shall not add thereto, nor diminish from it" (Devarim 
13:1). For this tree is the Torah, SINCE ZEIR ANPIN IS CALLED 
'TORAH'. And the Elohim, WHO IS BINAH, corrects this place always. 
And the Elohim, unless specified otherwise, is Gvurah from the 
Infinite and Unfathomable One, NAMELY BINAH THAT IS CALLED 
'GVURAH', IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSE: "I AM UNDERSTANDING 
(BINAH); I HAVE STRENGTH (GVURAH)" (MISHLEI 8:14). As it is 
written: "there is no searching for His understanding" (Yeshayah 
40:28), NAMELY THERE IS NO FATHOMING TO HIS BINAH. This is 
why 'the Elohim' is written and not just 'Elohim', FOR ELOHIM 
WITHOUT THE DEFINITE ARTICLE REFERS TO MALCHUT. Thus he 
'does' always, as constant as a spring whose waters will not cease 
for all generations.
 

 

512. For this reason it is written: "And the Elohim has so made it, 
that men should fear before Him" (Kohelet 3:14). THIS MEANS THAT 
He ordained for that tree, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, a perfect 
correction, until it is held on all sides, THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT, 
above and below, NAMELY by BINAH AND MALCHUT, so that they 
should "fear before Him" and not replace it with any substitute for all 
generations.
  

513. Rabbi Aba said: What you have said is indeed nice, but one has 
to look into it even further. At the beginning of the verse (Ibid.) IT 
SAYS "does (lit. 'will do'),"' and later "and Elohim does (lit. 'made') 
it." Why this difference? HE ANSWERS, surely because He "will do" 
and correct this tree, ZEIR ANPIN, so that its waters should not 
cease for all generations, SINCE THE WATERS OF BINAH DO NOT 
CEASE FOR ALL GENERATIONS AS THEY ARE DRAWN DOWN 
FROM THE UPPER ABA AND IMA, WHOSE MATING IS WITHOUT 
INTERRUPTION FOREVER CONNECTED. And then, IT IS WRITTEN 
"made." What did He make? Rather, He made the Elohim, WHICH IS 
BINAH, another tree, WHICH IS MALCHUT, below it, but He does not 
make IT like this one, LIKE ZEIR ANPIN. THAT IS TO SAY: BINAH 
WILL NOT BESTOW UPON IT A NEVER CEASING BOUNTY, WHICH 
IS CHASSADIM FROM UPPER ABA AND IMA, AS IT BESTOWS UPON 
ZEIR ANPIN. Therefore it is written "made" and not "will make," for 
this lower tree, WHICH IS MALCHUT, He made it and corrected it IN 
THE ASPECT OF THE LEFT, WHICH IS JUDGMENT so when one 
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enters the upper tree, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, one will so enter with 
the authority OF THE LOWER TREE, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and, on 
finding the lower tree, he will be afraid to enter THE UPPER TREE 
other than in a proper way.
 

514. Come and see that this one, THE LOWER TREE WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, is the doorkeeper OF ZEIR ANPIN, AND MALCHUT is 
therefore called "He who keeps Yisrael" (Tehilim 121:4), FOR IT 
KEEPS ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS CALLED 'YISRAEL'. And it is this lower 
tree that THE ELOHIM, WHICH IS BINAH, made, that it should be 
watered and nourished from the upper tree, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. 
And it is therefore not written 'will make' but "made," FOR HE HAD 
MADE IT TO BE A KEEPER AND SO THAT IT SHOULD BE 
NOURISHED FROM ZEIR ANPIN. What was the reason FOR HIS 
MAKING HIM A KEEPER? It was so that men should be fearful of 
Him, and not draw close to Him, except for those who are fitted to 
come close, and not any others, and that men should keep the ways 
of the Torah and not deviate to the right nor the left, BUT SHOULD 
CLEAVE TO THE CENTRAL COLUMN.
 

 

 
 
83. "According to the lot" 
Rabbi Shimon begins by telling us that the lot to which David was attached is the tree, Malchut. Rabbi Aba talks about the voice from the firmament, 
saying that this firmament is nourished from the voice. We learn about the stone of Yisrael that descended from its place under the divine throne, 
and upon which the lot is written. Rabbi Elazar concludes by saying that those who follow righteousness are the ones who seek God.

515. Come and see: About this tree, MALCHUT, on which rest all of 
the hosts of the worlds OF BRIYAH, YETZIRAH, AND ASIYAH, David 
said: "You maintain my lot" (Tehilim 16:5). What is the meaning of 
"my lot?" It is the lot to which David is attached, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, and it is therefore written: "According to the 
lot" (Bemidbar 26:56) (where the Hebrew for 'according to' is, 
literally: 'On the mouth of'). THIS ALLUDES TO MALCHUT, WHICH IS 
CALLED 'MOUTH.' And the same expression is used in the verse: 
"So Moses the servant of Hashem died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word (lit. 'mouth') of Hashem" (Devarim 34:5), 
WHICH IS MALCHUT. CONSEQUENTLY, "the lot" is written, WITH 
THE DEFINITE ARTICLE (HEI), TO REFER TO MALCHUT. Happy are 
the portions of those who engage in the study of Torah day and 
night and who know its ways, and they each day eat the divine food 
OF THE FLOWING EMANATION OF CHOCHMAH, as it is written: "For 
wisdom gives life to those who have it" (Kohelet 7:12), for the Torah 
on high, NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN, is nourished from this place, FROM 
CHOCHMAH. And it is said about them: "Behold, My servants shall 
eat" (Yeshayah 65:13).
 

 

516. Rabbi Aba started by quoting: "And there was a voice from 
above the firmament" (Yechezkel 1:25). About this voice, ZEIR 
ANPIN, which is attached to this firmament (YESOD of ZEIR ANPIN) 
and participates with him, it is said: "He has made His wonderful 
works to be remembered" (Tehilim 111:4), WHICH REFERS TO THE 
FIRMAMENT WHICH IS YESOD THAT IS CALLED 'REMEMBRANCE'. 
And this firmament stands over those living creatures, AS IT IS 
SAID: "AND THERE WAS A VOICE FROM ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT 
THAT WAS OVER THEIR HEADS." And this is THE FIRMAMENT that 
was created on the second day OF THE WORKS OF CREATION, 
ABOUT WHICH IT IS SAID: "divide water from water" (Beresheet 1:6), 
THE UPPER WATERS AND THE LOWER WATERS.
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517. It has been taught: There are seven firmaments higher on high, 
CORRESPONDING TO CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, 
HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT, THAT ARE IN YESOD. Certainly 
'Curtain', WHICH IS PARALLEL TO MALCHUT THAT IS IN IT, serves 
no purpose, for MALCHUT has nothing of its own, apart from what 
ZEIR ANPIN gives it. And the poor take hold of it, this being the inner 
meaning of the verse: "Now, behold, in my trouble (poverty) I have 
prepared for the house of Hashem" (I Divre Hayamin 22:14) 
INASMUCH AS DAVID WAS ATTACHED TO MALCHUT, WHICH IS 
POOR, AS ABOVE. HENCE HE SAID, "IN MY POVERTY." And this 
FIRMAMENT, CURTAIN, WHICH IS MALCHUT, introduces the 
morning and ushers out the evening, for at night MALCHUT brings 
out its hosts in all directions, TO THE RIGHT AND TO THE LEFT, and 
has control over these hosts and regiments, FOR THEN IS THE 
RULE OF MALCHUT. And in the morning, it collects together all its 
hosts, and brings them into their (Heb. Nekev) hole, THAT IS TO SAY 
TO THEIR ASPECT OF THE FEMALE (NUKVA), and they have no 
power, for the morning includes them all, as it is written: "to relate 
Your steadfast love (Chesed) in the morning, and Your faithfulness 
every night" (Tehilim 92:3). But this has already been taught.
 

 

518. And there is a voice, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, that is above this 
firmament, for from it this firmament is nourished, SINCE YESOD 
RECEIVES FROM ZEIR ANPIN. When this voice awakens, none of the 
hosts are in motion, and they have no permission to do anything but 
stand still where they are. AND THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE 
VERSE: "AND THERE WAS A VOICE FROM ABOVE THE 
FIRMAMENT THAT WAS OVER THEIR HEADS; WHEN THEY STOOD 
STILL, THEY LET DOWN THEIR WINGS" (Yechezkel 1:25); NAMELY 
WHEN THE VOICE STIRS OVER THEIR HEADS, THEN THEY STAND 
STILL. And the hosts draw near and wait for that Chesed which is 
drawn down FROM THE VOICE, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, to that 
firmament, WHICH IS YESOD, and they are blessed because of it, 
NAMELY THAT THEY RECEIVE FROM THE FIRMAMENT. And 
therefore, ZEIR ANPIN is above the firmament that is over their head, 
AND THEY CANNOT RECEIVE OTHER THAN FROM THE 
FIRMAMENT, WHICH IS YESOD.
 

 

519. Come and see, "And above the firmament that was over their 
heads was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like a sapphire 
stone" (Yechezkel 1:26). "in appearance like a sapphire stone" refers 
to the stone of Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And this is the inner 
meaning of what is written: "and they rolled the stone" (Beresheet 
29:3). From on high descended a certain stone, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
when Yisrael wanted to inherit the Land (of Yisrael), and on it the lot 
is written, NAMELY "ACCORDING TO THE LOT," and THE LOT would 
say: This part for so-and-so, this part for so-and-so. And this stone 
descended from under the divine throne, NAMELY MALCHUT, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE THRONE OF ZEIR ANPIN. Surely is 
written "from thence, from the Shepherd, the Stone of 
Yisrael" (Beresheet 49:24), FOR THIS IS THE STONE OF ZEIR ANPIN 
THAT IS CALLED 'YISRAEL'. And for this reason: "According to the 
lot (WHICH IS MALCHUT) shall their inheritance be divided."
 

 

520. Rabbi Yitzchak and Rabbi Yehuda were walking from Usha to 
Lod. Rabbi Elazar encountered them and they ran after him, saying, 
Surely we shall run after the Shechinah. When they caught up with 
him, they said, Let us now certainly join you and hear a new matter.
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521. He began by quoting, "Hearken to me, you that follow after 
righteousness, you that seek Hashem" (Yeshayah 51:1). "Hearken to 
me, you that follow after righteousness" refers to those who follow 
AND PURSUE AFTER the Faith, WHICH IS MALCHUT, THAT IS 
CALLED 'RIGHTEOUSNESS', for those who follow righteousness are 
CERTAINLY the ones who "seek Hashem." If you want to know the 
Faith and to take hold of this righteousness, then do not look at it on 
its own WITHOUT ZEIR ANPIN, as do other people WHO CLEAVE TO 
MALCHUT WITHOUT ZEIR ANPIN, THIS BEING THE SECRET OF 
LEFT WITHOUT RIGHT, and for which reason they bring death to 
themselves. But "look to the rock whence you were hewn, and to the 
hole of the pit from which you were dug out" (Ibid.), NAMELY TO 
UNITE IT WITH ZEIR ANPIN, AND ABA AND IMA.
 

 

 
 
84. The sacrifices 
Rabbi Elazar says that the perfect offering is one made without sin, i.e. the peace offering. Anyone who sins draws upon himself an unclean spirit 
that controls him; the function of the sacrifice is to break that spirit and make atonement. We hear that God loves a broken and contrite heart. Rabbi 
Elazar says he learned in the Book of Enoch that all sacrifices when they ascend go first to the Garden of Eden, and we learn why animals are 
sacrificed. Rabbi Shimon offers a deeper explanation, saying that the secret of the sacrifices is the secret of the Holy Beasts, and he elaborates with 
many details about ox, eagle, lion and man. He says that man's prayer is similar to the sacrifices. We learn from this section that no one is allowed 
to eat before the Supreme King does. Rabbi Shimon tells Elijah how it could be possible for the Supreme King to eat, since it seems that there is no 
eating or drinking above.

522. "Command the children of Yisrael, and say to them: My 
offerings, the provisions of My sacrifices made by fire" (Bemidbar 
28:2). It is written: "Has Hashem as great a delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, as in obeying to the voice of Hashem?" (I Shmuel 
15:22). The Holy One, blessed be He, does not desire that a man sin 
and then offer a sacrifice because of his sin; but a sacrifice that is 
without any iniquity is the perfect sacrifice (Heb. shalem). And it is 
called "peace-offerings" (Heb. SHELAMIM). The daily offering is also 
PERFECT, for although THE DAILY SACRIFICE atones for sins, IT IS 
NEVERTHELESS A PERFECT SACRIFICE.
 

 

523. Rabbi Aba began by quoting: "The sacrifices of Elohim are a 
broken spirit" (Tehilim 51:19). This verse has been interpreted to 
mean that the Holy One, blessed be He, does not want a man to 
bring a sacrifice for his sin, but, rather, HE WANTS a broken spirit. 
People do not know what they say. From the holy luminary I heard as 
follows: When a man becomes impure in his iniquities, he draws 
down onto himself a spirit from the side of uncleanliness, and THE 
SPIRIT becomes domineering on that person and controls him at 
will. The aspect of uncleanliness, FROM WHICH THE SPIRIT IS 
DRAWN DOWN, grows stronger with his strength and becomes more 
powerful and controls him to its wish. When a man comes and takes 
control over it, in order to become pure, he is helped to be purified 
FROM ABOVE.
 

 

524. In the period when the Temple was still standing, THE SINNER 
would offer his sacrifice, his whole atonement being dependent on it, 
until he feels remorse and breaks down that spirit FROM THE SIDE 
OF UNCLEANLINESS THAT HE DREW TO HIMSELF WITH HIS SIN, 
from its pride, and humiliates it. And it is this that is meant by the 
breaking down of those stages of uncleanliness, FROM WHICH THE 
SPIRIT IS DRAWN, and when that spirit of uncleanliness is broken, 
and he offers his sacrifice, this is an acceptable and proper 
SACRIFICE.
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525. But if that spirit OF UNCLEANLINESS is not broken, then his 
sacrifice is worth nothing and is given to the dogs, for this is a 
sacrifice not for the Holy One, blessed be He, but for the dogs. And 
this is why Scripture says that the proper sacrifices of Elohim are a 
broken spirit, for that spirit of uncleanliness has to be broken so that 
it will not be in control. Consequently, about the one who breaks it 
as it should be broken, it is written: "A wind (or spirit) that passes 
away, and comes not again" (Tehilim 78:39). And that man can be 
assured that it will not ever come to him again. Hence "and comes 
not again." "A broken and a contrite heart" (Tehilim 51:19). This is a 
man who is not proud and does not take pleasure in the delights of 
the world. And "Elohim, You will not despise" (Ibid.), for He has a 
place of honor with him.
 

 

526. "Command the children of Yisrael." To what does 'command' 
refer? It refers to idolatry, That is, he should not bring himself in to 
become impure in the spirit of uncleanliness, for this would be real 
idolatry.
 

 

527. Rabbi Elazar began by quoting: "I am come into my garden, my 
sister, my bride" (Shir Hashirim 5:1). We have already learned this 
verse, yet it contains secrets concerning the sacrifices. But then we 
have already learned it all. Rabbi Shimon said to him, It is good that 
you have started the discussion on these matters, BUT why have 
you concealed them? IT IS AS THOUGH YOU HAVE SAID 
SOMETHING, BUT IT HAS NOT BEEN FULLY SAID. Tell us WHAT 
YOU KNOW ABOUT THE SACRIFICES. RABBI ELAZAR replied, It 
was because I saw something in the Book of Enoch and learned it 
THAT I SAID SOMETHING AS THOUGH IT WERE NOT SAID. Rabbi 
Shimon said, Tell us that matter that you have seen and heard.
 

 

528. He said: It is all really just one matter. The Holy One, blessed be 
He, said "I am come into my garden" (Shir Hashirim 5:1) because all 
the sacrifices that are made in the world, when they ascend TO THE 
FEMALE WATERS first enter into The Garden of Eden, which is the 
secret of The Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT. But 
initially how is it at the beginning of the sacrifice? FOR I HAVE SAID 
THAT THEY FIRST COME INTO THE GARDEN OF EDEN, MEANING 
when a man confesses his sins over THE SACRIFICE, at the time of 
the slaughtering and the scattering of the blood over the altar, THEN 
THE SACRIFICE ASCENDS TO THE FEMALE WATERS, TO THE 
GARDEN OF EDEN. AND THEN, SAYS THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE 
HE, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN: "I AM COME INTO MY GARDEN" WHICH IS 
THE GARDEN OF EDEN, MALCHUT, FOR THE FEMALE WATERS OF 
THE SACRIFICE AWAKEN THE UNION.
 

 

529. Now one has to concentrate to understand how these Holy 
Spirits benefit from this, FROM THE ASCENT OF THE FEMALE 
WATERS OF THE SACRIFICE. Also, what is the reason that the 
sacrifice has to be of an animal, when it is more important that a man 
should break that spirit THAT HE HAS DRAWN DOWN BY HIS SIN, 
and return in repentance? What is the reason for the ritual 
slaughtering of the animal, and the burning of it by fire on the altar?
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530. HE ANSWERS, It is a mystery. There is an animal that lies on a 
thousand hills, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, WHICH IS 
THE ASPECT OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, FULLY SPELLED WITH HEIs, 
WHOSE NUMERICAL VALUE IS THE SAME AS THAT OF ANIMAL 
(Heb. BEHEMAH = 52). And it devours a thousand hills each day, 
ALL OF THE THOUSAND BEING THE SECRET OF THE GRADES OF 
CHOCHMAH THAT ARE DRAWN DOWN FROM THE LEFT, FOR 
CHOCHMAH IS TERMED A THOUSAND (HEB. ELEF) IN THE SECRET 
OF THE VERSE: "AND I SHALL TEACH (HEB. A'ALFECH) YOU 
WISDOM" (IYOV 33:33), and they are called: "and the cattle upon a 
thousand hills" (Tehilim 50:10). And we have already learned about 
this, that there is an animal that devours animals. And what do THE 
ANIMALS consist of? They are of fire, and this animal, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, consumes all of them with one gulp, as it is written: "For 
Hashem your Elohim is a consuming fire, a jealous El" (Devarim 
4:24). And all the waters of the Jordan, WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, that flow through it during six years, WHICH IT RECEIVES 
FROM CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD 
OF ZEIR ANPIN, THAT ARE CALLED 'SIX YEARS', are made into one 
gulp, NAMELY ONE SWALLOW, by it, MALCHUT, as it is written: "he 
trusts that river will thrust some food into his mouth" (Iyov 40:23).
 

 

531. And the secret of the matter is that from the yeast of those 
ANIMALS ON A THOUSAND HILLS, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF 
THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH THAT IS ON THE LEFT, is the 
principle and basis for those animals below, for the spirit spreads 
downwards from them, and this spirit is reflected in the animals 
below, THAT IS TO SAY, IT BECOMES THE SPIRIT OF THE ANIMAL 
BELOW. And when a sinner brings an animal for sacrifice, then that 
spirit of the animal ascends and returns to its place, TO THE UPPER 
ANIMAL, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and this spirit spreads through all 
THE ANIMALS THAT ARE ON A THOUSAND HILLS, AS ABOVE. And 
all those that are of this sort, NAMELY, THE OTHER SIDE THAT ARE 
DRAWN DOWN FROM THE LEFT, approach and enjoy that fat and 
blood that are the raiment of this spirit. And this spirit is from their 
side, NAMELY FROM THE LEFT SIDE, and they all benefit and are 
nourished and become advocates of that person, FOR THE 
PROSECUTOR BECOMES DEFENSE COUNSEL, AND THE FEMALE 
WATERS OF THE SACRIFICE enter by way of the esophagus, as we 
have learned. This is why the sacrifice is taken from an animal.
  

532. Rabbi Shimon said, Blessed is my son to the Holy One, blessed 
be He. About you it is said: "Let your father and your mother be glad, 
and let her who bore you rejoice" (Mishlei. 23:25). Let your father on 
high be glad, THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, and your mother is the 
Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And let her that bore 
you rejoice namely the daughter of the pious Rabbi Pinchas ben 
Ya'ir, THE MOTHER OF RABBI ELAZAR. Elazar, my son, what you 
have said is CORRECT regarding the sacrifice of an animal, BUT 
what is the reason for the offering of fowls? For it is written: "And if 
the burnt sacrifice for his offering to Hashem be of birds" (Vayikra 
1:14). He said to him: I have not seen, but I draw an analogy from 
what is said about animals to what is said about fowl. Nevertheless, I 
will not speak, because I have not seen it nor, until now, have I heard 
it.
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533. Rabbi Shimon said: Elazar, what you have said is good, but 
there are many secrets among the secrets of the sacrifices, and they 
have not been handed down to be revealed, except to the truly 
righteous, from whom their Master's secret is not hidden. The secret 
of the sacrifices is the secret of the holy living creatures, the four 
forms engraved on the Throne, this being the Throne of the Holy 
King, NAMELY MALCHUT, WHICH IS A THRONE FOR ZEIR ANPIN, 
AND THESE FOUR ARE: The face of an ox, the face of an eagle, the 
face of a lion, the face of a man. The face of a man includes all of 
them, FOR LION, OX, AND EAGLE ARE THE SECRET OF THE THREE 
COLUMNS, AND THE FACE OF A MAN IS MALCHUT THAT 
RECEIVES THEM AND THEREFORE INCLUDES ALL OF THEM. And 
all FOUR of the faces look at each other and are included in each 
other, and from them they spread out in many directions, and tens of 
thousands, above and below, without measure, number, or account.
 

 

534. From the face of an ox, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE LEFT, 
spreads a spirit to the animals in four species, that are included in 
each other, as one, namely; oxen, sheep, rams and goats, and these 
serve for the sacrifices. And THE SACRIFICE is from them, these 
holy hosts that spread out from the face of that ox, and draw close, 
BY THE ACT OF SACRIFICE, to their element, WHICH IS THE FACE 
OF AN OX, and benefit from that element and their apparel. And were 
it not that they contain the element of this world, WHICH IS THE 
SACRIFICE THAT ASCENDS TO THEM, they would not draw close 
there, TO THEIR ELEMENT, WHICH IS THE FACE OF AN OX.
 

 

535. And just as the Holy Shechinah takes pleasure in the spirits of 
the righteous THAT ASCEND TO IT FOR THE FEMALE WATERS, and 
it draws close to welcome the spirit of a righteous person, and 
enjoys it because that spirit is drawn from it, so is it also with those 
HOSTS THAT SPREAD FORTH FROM THE FACE OF AN OX. They 
benefit from the side of their element, WHICH IS THE FACE OF AN 
OX, and from that raiment that is offered TO THEIR ELEMENT, 
WHICH IS THE SACRIFICE, for the spirit OF THE SACRIFICE is from 
the raiment of their spirit, and this is why they enjoy it.
 

 

536. From the face of an eagle spreads a spirit to the fowl, FOR THE 
SPIRIT THAT IS IN THE FOWL IS DRAWN FROM THE FACE OF AN 
EAGLE. And eagle is on two sides, ON THE RIGHT AND ON THE 
LEFT, FOR EAGLE IS TIFERET, THE CENTRAL COLUMN THAT 
INCLUDES THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT. And this is the secret of 
"And let birds fly" (Beresheet 1:20) WHICH TEACHES ABOUT two 
spirits. For this reason, the sacrifice of fowl spreads out and 
descends from the right and from the left, WHILE THE SACRIFICE 
OF CATTLE IS ONLY FROM THE FACE OF AN OX, WHICH IS THE 
LEFT, AS ABOVE; THE SACRIFICE OF FOWL IS FROM THE FACE OF 
AN EAGLE THAT INCLUDES THE TWO COLUMNS.
 

 

537. Of all the pure aspects OF FOWL, only a dove and turtle-doves 
are sacrificed, because they are true to their partners more than all 
the other fowl. And they are preyed upon but do not prey; they are 
faithful to each other, the female to her partner, and therefore the 
sacrifice is of them. And those Holy Spirits descend and draw close 
and enjoy their element and essence, AS ABOVE.
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538. And you might well ask: How can the little that ascends from the 
dove or from the turtledove spread out in the number of directions to 
the hosts on high who are without measure? And the same question 
can be asked about WHAT ASCENDS OF the single animal. HE 
ANSWERS: Come and see, the whole world fills with light from one 
thin burning candle. Again: One thin piece of wood enkindles a large 
piece.
 

 

539. So far the sacrifice HAS BEEN CLARIFIED from two sides 
engraved on the Throne, NAMELY FROM THE FACE OF AN OX FOR 
CATTLE, AND FROM THE FACE OF AN EAGLE FOR FOWL. Now the 
question has to be put: There are four shapes that are engraved on 
the Throne, so what is the reason for there being no sacrifice from 
shapes of the other FORMS? HE ANSWERS, There is certainly 
sacrifice from all of them. The lion that is engraved on the throne: 
When the sacrifice is perfect, the lion descends and enters the fire, 
eats and has enjoyment from there. And the man that is engraved on 
the throne: Behold man is the main one of all of them, and he 
sacrifices there TO THE FACE OF A MAN, WHICH IS MALCHUT, his 
spirit and his soul, and upper man benefits from lower man. And 
each species draws near to its own and benefits from it, from that 
which is really its own, and from its own element.
 

 

540. You might well ask: But lion has no basis below in the sacrifice, 
WHILE THE FACE OF AN OX HAS A BASIS BELOW, IN THE 
ANIMALS; THE FACE OF AN EAGLE HAS A BASIS BELOW, IN THE 
BIRDS; THE FACE OF A MAN HAS A BASIS BELOW, IN THE SPIRIT 
AND SOUL OF THE MAN OFFERING THE SACRIFICE, BUT LION HAS 
NO BASIS BELOW AT ALL. AND HE ANSWERS, lion is included in all 
of them, for it is on the right, WHICH IS CHESED, AND CHESED 
INCLUDES ALL OF THEM. For this reason, it eats from all of them 
THAT ARE BELOW IT, while the others, OX, EAGLE, AND MAN, do 
not eat from his species, because it is to the right AND HIGHER 
THAN THEY. Behold, all four of the forms that are engraved on the 
throne come close to the sacrifice, which is why it is a perfect 
sacrifice. And when they enjoy their principle and element, then a 
spirit descends to kindle the upper candles, NAMELY THE MATING 
IS MADE BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT.
 

 

541. Priests, Levites, and Yisrael give a basis and principle to the 
upper grades from which THEY ARE DRAWN, and each grade gives 
to its element ON HIGH. First, the four shapes of the throne, as we 
have said IN THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH, each species unto its 
like, and they first draw near, like unto like. The face of an ox, all the 
faces, NAMELY THE HOSTS AND CAMPS, that spread out to those 
species, as we have noted, all of them draw near to their principle 
and basis, THE FACE OF AN OX. AND SIMILARLY FOR THE face of 
an eagle it is as we have noted. SO, TOO, WITH the face of a lion it is 
as we have noted AS WELL AS the face of a man who offers a 
sacrifice, his spirit and soul approaching to the upper man, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT.
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542. The priest who pronounces the unity of the Holy Name OVER 
THE SACRIFICE is himself approaching to the upper priest, WHICH 
IS CHESED OF ZEIR ANPIN, the same that enters the house of the 
holy of holies, WHICH IS YESOD OF MALCHUT, and he draws close 
to the latter and kindles THE CANDLES OF MALCHUT by his 
correction with welcome, corresponding to the priest below WHO 
OFFERS THE SACRIFICE. When the Levites play their instruments 
happily WHEN THE SACRIFICE IS MADE, their side, WHICH IS 
GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN, rejoices and illuminates the faces. Yisrael, 
who bring the sacrifices - who begin to pray over the sacrifice, for 
prayer was ordained for all THE SACRIFICES - awakens Yisrael 
Saba, the Holy Indefinite, towards them and Yisrael Saba welcomes 
them.
  

543. And each species is sacrificed to its own kind, and everything 
follows its element ON HIGH. The lower grades awaken the higher 
grades, and although all of them stir, and the grades that are 
engraved on the throne, WHICH ARE THE FOUR LIVING 
CREATURES, awaken towards the grades that are on earth, being 
their basis, NAMELY THE FACE OF AN OX FOR ANIMALS, THE 
FACE OF AN EAGLE FOR FOWL, AS ABOVE, and also those upper 
hidden grades, they all stir and come close for the meal OF THE 
SACRIFICE and find pleasure; yet none of them has permission to 
eat, neither the higher grades nor the lower grades, and not to enjoy 
it, nor to put out a hand to the sacrifice, until after the Supreme King, 
WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, has eaten and enjoyed it, and given them 
permission.
 

 

544. After he gives them permission, each one of them enjoys it and 
eats, this being as it is written: "I have gathered my myrrh with my 
spice" (Shir Hashirim 5:1). These are the upper grades OF ZEIR 
ANPIN; "my myrrh and my spice" - eat and enjoy as is fitting, and 
this is THE UNITY OF the right arm, WHICH IS CHESED, with the left 
thigh, WHICH IS HOD. "I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey": 
This is Jacob with Rachel, NAMELY THE UNITY OF TIFERET WITH 
MALCHUT. And this is eating proper, FOR ONLY HERE IS THE 
WORD "EAT" USED. "I have drunk my wine with my milk." This is 
the unity of the left arm with the right thigh, NAMELY GVURAH WITH 
NETZACH. And these are all the upper grades from which the Holy 
King has enjoyment first. AND THIS IS HIS EATING AND HIS 
PLEASURE. SO FAR WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE FOOD OF THE 
SUPREME KING, WHO EATS FIRST.
 

 

545. From this point on, THE King, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, gives 
permission to the four forms that are engraved on the throne, and to 
all those that spread out from them, to enjoy and eat. For the verse 
continues: "Eat, O dear ones; drink, drink deep, loving 
companions" (Shir Hashirim 5:1). "Eat, O dear ones" are four forms 
that we have mentioned: LION, OX, EAGLE, MAN. "Drink, drink deep, 
loving companions" meaning all those who spread out from them, 
and they all eat, stretch out and enjoy as is fitting, and their faces 
shine. And all the worlds rejoice, and each one, whether at the upper 
levels or at the lower levels, draws closer to its element, NAMELY 
EACH ONE TO ITS PARALLEL ASPECT: CHESED TO THE FACE OF 
A LION; GVURAH TO THE FACE OF AN OX..., and they enjoy. This is 
the secret and mystery of the sacrifices in a proper manner.
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546. Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Aba, together with the other 
companions, came and prostrated themselves before him, BEFORE 
RABBI SHIMON. Rabbi Aba said, Had the Torah not been given at 
Mount Sinai, but instead the Holy One, blessed be He, had said: Here 
is the son of Yochai TO GIVE YOU the Torah and My secrets, it 
would have sufficed for the world. Woe for when you depart from the 
world! Who will then kindle the lights of the Torah? Everything will 
be in darkness from that day! For until the arrival of King Messiah 
there will be no generation such as this generation, in whose midst 
is Rabbi Shimon!
 

 

547. Rabbi Shimon said concerning THE ABOVE MENTIONED secret, 
a man is forbidden to taste anything until the Supreme King has 
eaten. And what is meant by HIS EATING? This means prayer, 
WHICH IS IN THE STEAD OF SACRIFICES. A man's prayer is similar 
in respect TO WHAT WE SAID ABOVE ABOUT THE SACRIFICES. 
First the four forms that are engraved on the throne are invited, 
THAT THEY SHOULD DWELL over these creatures, over the fowl and 
the animals, for the spirits OF THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES 
spread out over them so that they should be sacrifices, FOR THEY 
ARE creatures the basis of whose spirit in this world is of them, OF 
THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES, and that is: "Hashem, how manifold 
are Your works" (Tehilim 104:24). For over the creatures whose spirit 
is suitable for sacrifice spread out the four forms THAT ARE IN THE 
THRONE, which are come over these sacrifices. And it is to this that 
we refer when we say 'The wheels and holy living creatures'. FOR 
THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES THAT ARE 
IN THE THRONE, and all those other hosts who spread out from 
them, TO WHICH ARE JOINED THE SPIRIT OF ANIMALS AND FOWL 
THAT ARE FITTED FOR OFFERING AS SACRIFICES.
 

 

548. And afterwards the High Priest proclaims the unity of the Holy 
Name, namely 'With abounding love', WHERE LOVE is CHESED, THE 
ATTRIBUTE OF THE PRIEST. The unity THAT THE PRIEST 
PROCLAIMS IS: "Hear, O Yisrael, Hashem our Elohim, Hashem is 
One" (Devarim 6:4). And afterwards the Levites arise to play the 
music, which is: "And it shall come to pass, if you hearken diligently 
to My commandments..." (Ibid. 11:13). "Take heed to yourselves, that 
your heart be not deceived..." (Ibid. 16-21) WHICH PORTION 
PARALLELS THE LEFT WHICH IS GVURAH. For this is the melody of 
the Levites, THAT IS TO SAY THAT THE SIGNING OF THE LEVITES 
IS FROM THE LEFT, in order to awaken this side, THE SIDE OF THE 
LEFT with this sacrifice, NAMELY, WITH THE PRAYER THAT IS IN 
PLACE OF THE SACRIFICE. And then come Yisrael with: 'True and 
firm, established and enduring', WHICH ALLUDES TO Yisrael-Saba, 
who stands over the sacrifice. For He, the ten upper inner levels to 
everything, NAMELY THE TEN SFIROT, is at the table WHILE THEY 
ARE, TRUE AND FIRM AND ESTABLISHED AND ENDURING.
 

 

549. But not one of them has permission to eat and to stretch a hand 
out to the sacrifice, NAMELY THE PRAYER, until the Supreme King, 
WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, has eaten, by which is meant the first three 
blessings and the last three blessings OF THE AMIDAH PRAYER, 
WHICH IS WHERE THE MATING OF ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT 
TAKES PLACE, AND THIS IS THE SECRET OF THE KING'S EATING. 
After He has eaten, He grants permission to the four forms, NAMELY 
THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES IN THE THRONE, and to all those 
parties that spread out from them, to eat.
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550. And then man, who is the form that includes all the other forms, 
lowers himself, and throws himself on his face and gives himself and 
his spirit to Supernal Man who stands over these forms and who 
includes all the forms, that he should awaken towards him as is 
fitting. And this is what is meant BY SAYING: "To You, Hashem, do I 
lift up my soul" (Tehilim 25:1), namely in order to awaken other 
forms and all those who spread out from them. And this is what is 
meant WHEN SAYING IN "A PRAISE OF DAVID" (TEHILIM 145:7): 
"They shall utter...and shall sing"; and "They shall speak...and 
talk" (Ibid. 11). And they all eat and enjoy THE PRAYER, each one as 
is fitting for him.
 

 

551. From here on a man may mention the troubles that are in his 
heart, as it is written: "May Hashem hearThe Lord hearh you in the 
day of trouble" (Tehilim 20:2), for example, a pregnant woman in 
labor, so that they should all become advocates for the person. 
Therefore, it is written: "Happy is the people that is in such a 
case" (Tehilim 144:15).
 

 

552. Rabbi Shimon was on his way to Tiberias when Elijah met him 
and said, Greetings, sir. Rabbi Shimon said to him: With what is the 
Holy One, blessed be He engaged in the firmament? Elijah replied: 
He is occupied with the sacrifices, and saying new things in your 
name. Happy are you! And I came to welcome you with greetings, 
and there is one thing that I wanted to ask you to settle for me. A 
question has been asked in the academy of the firmament: In the 
next world there is no eating and drinking, yet it is written: "I am 
come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I have gathered my myrrh 
with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey..." (Shir 
Hashirim 5:1). Would one for whom there is no eating nor drinking 
say: "I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my 
wine with my milk?"
 

 

553. Said Rabbi Shimon: And what did the Holy One, blessed be He, 
reply to them? Elijah answered: The Holy One, blessed be He, said, 
'There IS the son of Yochai. Let him tell you! So I came to ask you. 
Rabbi Shimon said: In what great affection did the Holy One, blessed 
be He, hold the Congregation of Yisrael, and out of the intense love 
with which He loved it, He altered his deeds from the way He had 
been NORMALLY doing. For, although He does not usually eat and 
drink, NEVERTHELESS, because of the love of it, He ate and drank. 
Since He had come to her, He did as she wanted. If a bride just 
entering the wedding canopy wants to eat, does it not follow that her 
bridegroom will eat with her, even if he is not used to doing so? This 
is what is written: "I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride." 
Since I have come to her, to go with her into the wedding canopy, "I 
have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine 
with my milk."
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554. And we can learn this also from David, who invited the Holy 
One, blessed be He, and changed his actions from the way the Holy 
One, blessed be He, was accustomed, and the Holy One, blessed be 
He, accepted it and did as he wanted, for he (David) invited the King, 
together with the Queen, as it is written: "Arise, Hashem, to Your 
resting place; You and the ark of Your strength" (Tehilim 132:8), 
namely the King together with the Queen. And in order not to make 
any separation between them, he changed the vessels, and he 
altered the deeds of the King.
 

 

555. This is what is written: "Let Your priests be clothed with 
righteousness; and Your pious ones shout for joy. For Your servant 
David's sake, turn not away the face of Your anointed" (Ibid. 9). It 
should have said: 'Let Your Levites be clothed with righteousness', 
and not: "Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness," since 
righteousness is from the side of the Levites; NAMELY MALCHUT 
FROM THE ASPECT OF THE LEFT IS CALLED 'RIGHTEOUSNESS', 
AND THE LEFT IS THE ASPECT OF THE LEVITES. Similarly, it 
should have said: 'and Your Levites shout for joy', and not: "and 
Your pious ones shout for joy," since joyous melody and song are 
from the side of the Levites, NAMELY FROM THE LEFT SIDE. But he 
changed things and said: "Your priests" and "Your pious ones," who 
are from the right side.
 

 

556. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him: 'David, this is not the 
way I do things.' David replied: "For Your servant David's sake, turn 
not away the face of Your anointed" (Tehilim 132:10). Do not alter the 
correction that I have instituted. THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE 
said to him, 'David, since you have invited Me, I have to do what you 
want and not what I want.' From this we learn that if one invites 
another, the guest has to do as the host wishes, even if that is not 
his usual way.
 

 

557. Thus: "And he took of the stones of the place" (Beresheet 
28:11). When the bridegroom comes to the bride, FOR JACOB IS 
THE SECRET OF TIFERET AND PLACE IS THE SECRET OF 
MALCHUT, WHERE TIFERET AND MALCHUT ARE THE SECRET OF 
THE BRIDEGROOM AND BRIDE, although it is not his custom to lie 
down without pillows and cushions, when she gave him stones to lie 
on, he accepts it all willingly, as it is written: "and lay down in that 
place" (Ibid.), on those stones, although that was not what he was 
used to.
 

 

558. This same applies in our case: "I have eaten my honeycomb 
with my honey." Although this was not His way, HE NEVERTHELESS 
DID IT because of love of the bride. And this ONLY happens in the 
house of the bride and not anywhere else. In His own place He 
neither eats nor drinks, but in her place He both eats and drinks, as 
it is written: "I have come into my garden," NAMELY THE GARDEN 
OF EDEN, WHICH IS THE PLACE OF MALCHUT. SIMILARLY, the 
angels whom the Holy One, blessed be He, sent to Abraham neither 
ate nor drank in their own place, but for the sake of Abraham they 
both ate and drank. ELIJAH said to him: Master, upon your life! The 
Holy One, blessed be He, wanted to relate this matter, but in order 
not to pay Himself a compliment before the Congregation of Yisrael 
He raised it to you. Happy are you in this world, that your Master on 
high is praised through you. About you is it written: "just, ruling in 
the fear of Elohim" (II Shmuel 23:3).
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559. "My offerings, the provisions of My sacrifices made by 
fire" (Bemidbar 28:2). Rabbi Yudai said, In sacrifices there is smoke, 
there is smell, and there is sweet savor. Smoke is those with a 
temper, as it is written: "but then the anger (lit. 'nose') of Hashem...
shall smoke" (Devarim 29:19). And those WITH A TEMPER enjoy 
smoke, THE MEANING OF WHICH IS anger in the nose. Smell refers 
to those who are called 'apples'. Rabbi Aba said, Those who are like 
apples, as it is written: " the scent of your nose like apples" (Shir 
Hashirim 7:9).
 

 

560. "The one lamb shall you offer in the morning" (Bemidbar 28:4). 
What is meant by morning? This refers to the morning of Abraham, 
NAMELY THE LIGHT OF CHESED, as it is written: "And Abraham 
rose up early in the morning" (Beresheet 22:3). How do we know that 
this morning is that of Abraham? Rabbi Elazar answered: From here, 
WHERE IT IS WRITTEN: "As soon as the morning was 
light" (Beresheet 44:3). Not 'morning' but "the morning" is written, 
WITH THE DEFINITE ARTICLE (HEI), for this was the first light that 
the Holy One, blessed be He, created in the Act of Creation. Thus IS 
IT WRITTEN: "shall you offer in the morning," namely on the 
particular morning, for this sacrifice is offered against the morning 
of Abraham. The lamb that is offered as a sacrifice at dusk is 
AGAINST Isaac, against the evening of Isaac, WHICH IS THE LIGHT 
OF GVURAH, WHICH IS JUDGMENT. How do we know this? Because 
it is written: "And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at 
eventide" (Beresheet 24:63), which is the evening of Isaac. And we 
have already learned this. 
Moses talks about the precepts of sacrifice and prayer, and says that 
offerings are sent to Zeir Anpin via Malchut, the Shechinah. We learn 
which prayers are optional and which obligatory. Moses says that 
Messiah son of Ephraim will come from the line of Joseph, the 
righteous one. Rabbi Shimon explains when one should bow and 
when one should stand upright during prayers, and he ends with 
some information about the time of redemption. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

561. It is a precept to offer the afternoon sacrifice each day, and the 
additional sacrifice on the Shabbat. And after it, to arrange the 
showbread and the frankincense and the additional sacrifice on the 
first of the month. holy luminary, each day a gift has to be sent to the 
King, to ZEIR ANPIN, in the hands of the Queen. And if she is in her 
husband's domain, NAMELY IN THE MATING OF GREATNESS WITH 
ZEIR ANPIN, a supplement has to be given, namely the additional 
sacrifice of the Shabbat, the first of each month and of all the 
festivals.
 

 

562. For she, MALCHUT, is his, ZEIR ANPIN's private property, and 
the Central Column, ZEIR ANPIN, is the owner of this property. And 
the level of Jacob, who instituted the evening prayers, is that of the 
Central Column, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. For this reason, the sages of 
the Mishnah taught: The evening prayer is optional (Heb. reshut), 
FOR THE PRAYER, WHICH IS MALCHUT, IS IN THE DOMAIN (HEB. 
RASHUT) OF HER HUSBAND. For although being in exile, which is 
like the night-time, WHICH IS THE TIME FOR THE EVENING 
PRAYERS, and where Samael and Serpent and all those appointed 
over his regiments have control, and although the Shechinah goes 
into exile with Yisrael, NEVERTHELESS she is to be found in the 
domain of her husband, as it is written: "I am Hashem, that is My 
name, and My glory I will not give to another" (Yeshayah 42:8).
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563. Because of this IT IS WRITTEN: "And he lighted on a certain 
place" (Beresheet 28:11); discovering inadvertently (Hebrew root: PE 
GIMEL AYIN) is only reconciliation AND APPEASEMENT, as in: 
"Neither make intercession (Hebrew root: PE GIMEL AYIN) to 
Me" (Yirmeyah 7:16). The Congregation of Yisrael appeased ZEIR 
ANPIN, that he should not leave her, for the Holy One, blessed be He, 
ZEIR ANPIN, is the Place of the world. What is meant by world? The 
Shechinah. For the Aramaic equivalent to 'world' is almah, which is 
derived from youth, as in the verse: ."..the maid 
(almah)..." (Beresheet 24:43), NAMELY MALCHUT THAT IS A 
MAIDEN. And what is written about him? "and tarried there all 
night" (Beresheet 28:11), that is ZEIR ANPIN made peace with her, to 
stay there in the exile with the Shechinah. And should you suggest 
THAT THE MEANING OF "AND HE LIGHTED ON A CERTAIN 
PLACE" (IBID.) IS that Jacob appeased MALCHUT, that is fine. BUT 
IT CAN ALSO BE TAKEN TO MEAN THAT MALCHUT APPEASED 
JACOB, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, SO THAT HE SHOULD NOT LEAVE 
HER IN THE EXILE, AS ABOVE. And because every night, which IS 
THE ASPECT OF exile, she is in the domain (Heb. rashut) of her 
husband, AS ABOVE, the sages taught that the evening prayers are 
optional (Heb. reshut). FOR PRAYER IS MALCHUT AND EVENING IS 
EXILE, SO THAT SAYING THAT THE EVENING PRAYERS ARE 
OPTIONAL IS THE SAME AS SAYING THAT MALCHUT IN EXILE IS IN 
THE DOMAIN (HEB. RASHUT) OF HER HUSBAND. And the other, 
LITERAL, explanation of the saying, NAMELY THAT THE EVENING 
PRAYERS REALLY ARE OPTIONAL AND NOT OBLIGATORY, is but 
material straw for the fodder of animals, by inference from minor to 
major (Heb. chomer), IT IS EASY FOR ONE WHO IS MATERIAL (HEB. 
CHOMER) TO UNDERSTAND, BUT NOT FOR ONE OF 
INTELLIGENCE. The sages of the Mishnah came down to him, 
prostrated themselves before him, and were happy over this matter, 
and they bound him with a number of knots of mysterious secrets, 
NAMELY THEY EXPOUNDED THAT MATTER IN A NUMBER OF 
WAYS WITH TORAH SECRETS. And they crowned him and raised 
him up to the other companions who had remained there.
 

 

564. The Faithful Shepherd said TO RABBI SHIMON: holy luminary, 
this is why it is obligatory with the remaining prayers, imposed on 
them as a promissory note, to bring together MALCHUT and the 
Righteous One, the living of all Worlds, WHICH IS YESOD. For in this 
connection THE SAGES TAUGHT: One who joins ge'ulah (lit. 
'Redemption') to the Amidah Prayer, will meet with no mishap for the 
whole of the day WHERE GE'ULAH IS YESOD AND TEFILAH IS 
MALCHUT. And how is she joined to Yesod? By the right arm, 
WHICH IS CHESED, as it is written: "As Hashem lives; lie down until 
the morning" (Rut 3:13), NAMELY UNTIL CHESED THAT IS CALLED 
'MORNING' SHALL GIVE LIGHT.
 

 

565. The arrival time of the afternoon prayer (Minchah) IS THE 
SECRET OF "in the evening she would go" (Ester 2:14), NAMELY 
THE UNITY JUST BEFORE DUSK, as it is written: "and the dove 
came unto him in the evening" (Beresheet 8:11), FOR THE DOVE IS 
MALCHUT, because "it is a present (Heb. minchah) sent to my lord" 
in the exile of "Esau" (Beresheet 32:19), FOR EVENING IS THE 
SECRET OF EXILE. "and, behold, also he is behind us" (Ibid.), 
NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN IS COMING AFTER US TO REDEEM US FROM 
THE EXILE. Furthermore, "to my lord" refers to the Lord of all the 
world, which is the Righteous One, NAMELY YESOD. For from there, 
FROM THE ASPECT OF THE MATING, THE MINCHAH THAT IS AT 
EVENTIME, IT IS SAID ABOUT Joseph, the Righteous One: "His 
firstling of His herd, grandeur is His" (Devarim 33:17). FOR THE 
UNITY OF THE MINCHAH COMES FROM THE CONTROL OF THE 
LEFT THAT IS CALLED 'EVENING', AND SINCE THE MINCHAH IS 
"SENT TO MY LORD," NAMELY TO YESOD, WHICH IS JOSEPH, 
THEREFORE JOSEPH ALSO BECOMES THE ASPECT OF 
"FIRSTLING OF HIS HERD," WHICH IS THE LEFT COLUMN. And in 
the future Messiah the son of Efraim will issue from him, FOR 
MESSIAH THE SON OF DAVID IS THE ASPECT OF THE RIGHT AND 
MESSIAH THE SON OF EFRAIM IS THE ASPECT OF THE LEFT. And 
for his sake, FOR THE SAKE OF MESSIAH THE SON OF EFRAIM, it is 
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said: "and, lo, my sheaf (Hebrew root: ALEPH LAMED MEM) arose, 
and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves came round 
about, and bowed down to my sheaf" (Beresheet 37:7), FOR 
MESSIAH THE SON OF EFRAIM IS CALLED 'MUTE' (HEBREW ROOT: 
ALEPH LAMED MEM) IN THE EXILE. And about the righteous One IT 
WAS SAID: Everyone who bows should do so at the word 'Blessed'. 
AND IT WAS THEREFORE SAID FOR HIS PART: "AND BOWED 
DOWN TO MY SHEAF," WHICH IS MESSIAH.
 

566. Said the holy luminary, THAT IS RABBI SHIMON: Faithful 
Shepherd, it is said about you: "And Moses took the bones of 
Joseph" (Shemot 13:19). SINCE MOSES IS TIFERET, WHICH IS 
CALLED 'BODY', AND JOSEPH IS YESOD, THAT IS CALLED 
'COVENANT', AND we consider body and covenant to be one, it is 
therefore said about you: "And, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood 
upright," NAMELY MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'EL' IN EXILE, for so 
is the Amidah prayer, said while standing upright, WHERE PRAYER 
IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT. Likewise: Everyone who returns to 
an upright position, should do so at the mention of the Divine Name, 
WHICH IS TIFERET, NAMELY MOSES, AND THEREFORE IT IS SAID 
ABOUT HIM: "my sheaf arose." And about the Righteous One: 
Everyone who bows, should do so at the word 'Blessed'; and thus it 
is said "and bowed down to my sheaf." FOR, FROM THE POINT OF 
VIEW OF TIFERET, THE RISING UP IS TO MALCHUT, WHILE, FROM 
THE POINT OF VIEW OF YESOD THE BOWING DOWN IS TO 
MALCHUT. For you are attached to the right and to the left, to the 
body and covenant, WHICH ARE TIFERET AND YESOD, AND 
TIFERET INCLINES TO THE RIGHT, AND YESOD INCLINES TO THE 
LEFT. Subsequently, you will ascend on them to Binah, to open 
there fifty gates of freedom for Yisrael, NAMELY TO DRAW DOWN 
THE GREAT MOCHIN OF FREEDOM, to fulfill the verse: "As in the 
days of your coming out of the land of Egypt, I will show to him 
marvelous things" (Michah 7:15). For this reason the morning prayer 
is obligatory and the evening PRAYER is optional.
 

 

567. In the evening prayer, MALCHUT is Hashkivenu (lit. 'Cause us to 
lie down'), NAMELY she lies between the arms of the King in exile, 
FOR SHE LIES DOWN AND HAS NO STANDING UPRIGHT, SINCE 
NIGHT-TIME IS THE ASPECT OF EXILE. When the morning, WHICH 
IS THE ASPECT OF REDEMPTION, comes, THE HOLIDAY OF 
Passover, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF RIGHT, NAMELY CHESED OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, takes hold of her on the right, NAMELY EMANATES 
CHASSADIM TO HER. But IT IS SAID about the left arm of ZEIR 
ANPIN, THAT IS CALLED 'Isaac', WHICH IS THE ASPECT OF Tishrei, 
"And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, 
Rivkah came out" (Beresheet 24:15) from the exile, FOR THE 
REDEMPTION COMES FROM THE CORRECTION OF THE LEFT SIDE, 
WHICH IS ISAAC. And so that MALCHUT should not emerge FROM 
THE EXILE from the side of Judgment, FOR THE LEFT IS 
JUDGMENT, THEREFORE, Jacob, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, "changing 
his hands" (Beresheet 48:14), placed ox, WHICH IS LEFT, on his 
right, WHICH IS CHESED, and lion, WHICH IS RIGHT, he placed on 
the left, WHICH IS JUDGMENT, for which reason: "Hashem says to 
my master: Sit at My right hand," (Tehilim 110:1). This is the 
Righteous One, WHICH IS YESOD, that parallels Messiah the son of 
Joseph, WHICH IS JUDGMENT; and He said to him: "Sit at My right 
hand," which is the arm of Abraham, WHICH IS CHESED AT THE 
TIME of the exile of Ishmael. THAT IS, BECAUSE JACOB, 
"CHANGING HIS HANDS," SAID "TO MY MASTER," WHICH IS THE 
LEFT OF YESOD, WHICH IS MESSIAH THE SON OF EFRAIM, WHICH 
IS JUDGMENT, THAT HE SHOULD SIT AT THE RIGHT, WHICH IS 
CHESED, "until I make your enemies your footstool" (Tehilim 110:1).
 

 

 
 
85. Additional Nefesh, additional Ruach, additional Neshamah 
At the time of redemption, the Zohar tells us, an additional spirit will awaken over Yisrael, and they will have rest from their enemies. For each 
individual, the extra spirit is allocated according to his deeds or level. If a person is completely perfect, having all ten of the qualities that are in 
Malchut, he is given the crown, Keter, as written in, "I will pour out My spirit upon all flesh." There there is then no rule left for Samael or his 
adherents. Moses concludes by saying that on Shabbats and festivals the prayers are more important to God than all sorts of spices.
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568. At that time an extra spirit will awaken, THAT IS, AN additional 
SPIRIT, over Yisrael, as it is written: "I will pour out My spirit upon all 
flesh" (Yoel 3:1), and Yisrael will have rest from the nations of the 
world, "rest from their enemies" (Ester 9:16). And it will be as on the 
Shabbat when an extra Nefesh is added to a person, and he obtains 
rest therein. And if he has rest with an extra Nefesh, which is 
feminine, how much more WILL HE HAVE REST with the spirit, 
which is masculine.
 

 

569. And, Tannaim and Amoraim, HEAR: the extra Nefesh on the 
Shabbat is for the whole of Yisrael together, just one, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF KETER, but for each person it is allocated according to 
his deeds, NAMELY FOR EACH ONE ACCORDING TO HIS LEVEL. 
And this we have learned from repentance by inference from minor 
to major. For all of Yisrael together, whenever making repentance, 
are all found acceptable, as it is written: "as Hashem our Elohim is in 
all things that we call upon Him for" (Devarim 4:7), THIS BEING THE 
REASON FOR IT BEING FOR ALL YISRAEL TOGETHER. They are 
crowned with the Name of Yud Hei Vav Hei, with his crown, which is 
Upper Keter. And this UPPER KETER is an additional Neshamah for 
all Yisrael together on Shabbats and festival days. For this reason it 
was decreed that THE BLESSINGS be signed off NAMELY 
CONCLUDED with the name of the Yud Hei Vav Hei, which indeed 
concludes each blessing of the Amidah prayer, but no additional 
service is said without the ILLUMINATION OF Keter, FOR KETER OF 
THE NAME OF YUD HEI VAV HEI DOES NOT ILLUMINATE EVERY 
DAY, AND THE BLESSINGS ARE THEREFORE CONCLUDED WITH 
YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, WHILE NO ADDITIONAL 
SERVICE, WHICH IS THE KETER OF ZEIR ANPIN, IS RECITED. But 
on the Shabbat, it was decreed that 'A crown will be given to You, 
Hashem our Elohim' is recited, BECAUSE ON THE SHABBAT THE 
KETER OF ZEIR ANPIN ILLUMINATES, AND THE ADDITIONAL 
SERVICE IS THEREFORE RECITED. AND THIS KETER OF ZEIR 
ANPIN IS THE SECRET OF THE ADDITIONAL NESHAMAH THAT 
GIVES LIGHT FOR THE WHOLE OF YISRAEL TOGETHER, AS 
ABOVE.
 

 

570. For each individual of Yisrael, however, the additional Nefesh 
descends to him according to his level. If he is pious (Heb. chasid), 
he is given an additional Nefesh from the attribute of Chesed, 
according to his level. If he is a mighty man, fearful of sin, he is 
given an additional Nefesh from the attribute of Gvurah. If he is an 
honest man, he is given an additional Nefesh from the attribute of 
truth. For the additional Nefesh is Malchut, and is made up of the ten 
Sfirot, AND THEREFORE a person RECEIVES FROM A SFIRAH OF 
MALCHUT according to his character. THAT IS: If he is a chief in 
Yisrael, or a sage or one who understands wisdom or Torah, about 
which is said: "to understand a proverb, and a figure" (Mishlei 1:6) or 
the Prophets or the Hagiographa, so is he given an additional Nefesh 
accordingly, which is called 'Keter of Malchut', IF HE IS A CHIEF IN 
YISRAEL.
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571. CONTINUING THE EXPLANATION OF HIS WORDS, If he is a 
scholar, as we have learned: WHO IS A SCHOLAR? He who adds 
wisdom to every man, as it is written: "in wisdom have You made 
them all" (Tehilim 104:24). He is given an extra Nefesh from there, 
NAMELY FROM CHOCHMAH. And if he understands one matter from 
another in the Torah, he is given an extra Nefesh from Binah. And if 
he is a scholar in the Prophets and Hagiographa, he is given an extra 
Nefesh from Netzach and Hod. And if he is completely righteous, 
keeping the sign of the covenant, the sign of the Shabbat, the sign of 
the festivals, and the sign of the Tefilin, he is given an extra Nefesh 
from the Righteous One, WHICH IS YESOD. And in every case, the 
extra Nefesh THAT THE INDIVIDUAL RECEIVES is from Malchut. 
AND IF IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT HE IS YESOD, FOR EXAMPLE, 
THEN THIS MEANS THE SFIRAH YESOD of MALCHUT, AND SO 
WITH THE OTHER SFIROT.
 

 

572. And if he is a person who has all the above-mentioned qualities, 
THEN HE IS COMPARABLE AND SIMILAR TO THE WHOLE OF 
YISRAEL TOGETHER and is given Keter in the name of the Yud Hei 
Vav Hei. AND THIS IS IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSES: "as Hashem 
our Elohim is in all things that we call upon Him for" and "There is 
none holy as Hashem" (I Shmuel 2:2). 'AS (HEB. CAF)' THAT IS 
PREFIXED TO HASHEM IS THE SECRET OF KETER OF ZEIR ANPIN. 
AND THIS IS AN EXTRA NESHAMAH from the world of the Male, 
which is Tiferet, AND IS NOT AS THE EXTRA NEFESH OF AN 
INDIVIDUAL, WHICH IS ONLY FROM THE SFIROT OF MALCHUT. For 
he is a king crowned with an upper crown FROM BINAH, in which He 
rules with His Shechinah, which is extra Nefesh. And Keter is extra 
Neshamah THAT IS RECEIVED FROM the Yud Hei Vav Hei, which is 
Ruach, about which it is said: "I will pour out My spirit upon all 
flesh." AND THIS SPIRIT, WHICH IS YUD HEI VAV HEI is composed 
of the ten Sfirot, downwards from above, as follows: Yud is 
Chochmah, Hei is Binah, Vav incorporates the six Sfirot, from 
Chesed to Yesod, Hei is Malchut. And the Caf, (as) in "as Hashem 
our Elohim" is the crown on the head OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI. And 
this is the Neshamah that is added on the Shabbat day EITHER TO 
ALL OF YISRAEL TOGETHER OR TO AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS ALL 
TEN OF THE QUALITIES THAT ARE IN MALCHUT.
 

 

573. And because the Prime Cause is superior and covered with this 
crown, and on the Shabbat days and festivals THE CROWN (Heb. 
KETER) spreads with the Yud Hei Vav Hei, there is, therefore, no rule 
THEN for Samael and Serpent and all his officials, nor does 
Gehenom, which is the wicked Female of Samael, have any rule, nor 
his camps, for all of them take cover before the camps of the King, 
just as the idolatrous nations of the world will hide when Messiah is 
revealed, as it is written: "And they shall go into the holes of the 
rocks" (Yeshayah 2:19); "and in the holes of the rocks" (Yeshayah 
7:19).
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574. The Tannaim and the Amoraim arose and said, Faithful 
Shepherd, you are the one who is equivalent to all of Yisrael, filled 
with all good qualities, and certainly in you rests He about whom it is 
said: "There is none holy as Hashem," NAMELY THE CAF (=AS) 
THAT IS PREFIXED TO THE YUD HEI VAV HEI WHICH ALLUDES TO 
KETER OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI. You are a crown (keter) on each 
and every one of Yisrael, for there is no man who can be a crown 
over you, not a chief, nor scholar, nor one who understands, not a 
pious man, not a mighty one, nor an honest man, not a prophet, not 
a righteous person, nor a king. FOR THESE ARE THE TEN SFIROT 
OF MALCHUT, FROM WHICH EACH INDIVIDUAL ONE OF YISRAEL 
TAKES. But you are in the form of the Holy One, blessed be He, 
NAMELY ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE WORLD OF 
THE MALE, AS ABOVE, the son being in the form of his father, FOR 
MOSES IS THE SON OF ZEIR ANPIN, just as is Yisrael AS A WHOLE, 
about whom it is written: "You are the children to Hashem your 
Elohim" (Devarim 14:1). Complete the precept of your Master, for 
there is no PRECEPT of those that you perform with which the Holy 
One, blessed be He, and His Shechinah will not be adorned above 
and below, with upper Keter in every attribute.
 

 

575. THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD opened and said: Tannaim and 
Amoraim, LISTEN, AND THE ZOHAR EXPLAINS that every time that 
THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD called 'the companions', with Rabbi 
Shimon among them, BY THE TITLE 'TANNAIM and AMORAIM,' he 
said to them: I praise you according to your munificence, for you are 
the sons of princes, NAMELY: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. No one 
but the Master of the Universe can praise you, for even the whole of 
the Torah in its infinite extension is dependent on you. As it is said 
in the Torah: "Its measure is longer than the earth, and broader than 
the sea" (Iyov 11:9), so is your praise. But may what was fulfilled in 
me be fulfilled in you also, for I rejoiced in the honor of Aaron, my 
brother, as we have learned ABOUT AARON: The heart that rejoiced 
at the greatness of his brother shall put on the Urim and Tumim.
 

 

576. And LISTEN, Tannaim and Amoraim, all the additional prayers 
of Shabbats and festivals, every additional service in which Keter is 
mentioned, they are known from here, namely KETER OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, ABOUT WHICH IS SAID: "THERE IS NONE HOLY AS THE 
HASHEM." And the smell of all the prayers of Yisrael is as the smell 
of "myrrh and frankincense, with all the powders of the 
merchant" (Shir Hashirim 3:6). This is the case of weekdays, but on 
Shabbats and festivals, WHEN THE KETER OF ZEIR ANPIN 
ILLUMINATES, AS ABOVE, the prayer is much more important for 
the Holy One, blessed be He, than all sorts of spices.
  

577. On festival days THE PRAYERS are more sublime AND 
IMPORTANT than all "the powders (Heb. avkah) of the merchant," 
about which it is said: "and there wrestled (Heb. ye'avek) a man with 
him" (Beresheet 32:25), for Samael wrestles with faulty prayer, using 
it to fight AND DENOUNCE by means of that fault of a transgression 
IN THE PRAYER; namely with that dust (Heb. avak) OF THE PRAYER, 
HE ASCENDS AND DENOUNCES, and this rises up to the heavens.
 

 

 
 
86. The evening prayer 
The Faithful Shepherd talks about the evening prayer, calling it Jacob's ladder on which the prayers ascend and merits descend. He says that those 
who teach merit are the defenders in the war of the Torah, and he talks about the war of the evening prayer that continues until dawn.
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578. AND THERE ARE TWO SORTS OF DUST, for the dust of Jacob, 
NAMELY HIS WAR, comes to teach merit about prayers, in a number 
of hosts of merits that are regiments and camps that gather with him 
to teach merit ABOUT PRAYER. And the dust from the level of 
Samael ascends in a number of camps of debt, teaching guilt 
ABOUT PRAYER. And this prayer in the evening is called 'Jacob's 
Ladder', in which: "And behold the angels of Elohim ascending and 
descending on it" (Beresheet 28:12). These are THE PRAYERS that 
ascend WHEN THEY ARE liabilities, and merits descend in their 
place. FOR THE CAMPS OF THE TEACHERS OF MERIT OF JACOB 
OVERCAME THE CAMPS OF THE TEACHERS OF LIABILITY OF 
SAMAEL. And there are those that ascend as merits and liabilities 
descend in their stead. IN THIS CASE, THE CAMPS OF THE 
TEACHERS OF LIABILITY OF SAMAEL HAVE OVERCOME THE 
OTHERS, FOR THESE CAMPS humiliate them in a number of wars.
  

579. For they, THE ONES THAT TEACH MERIT, are the defenders in 
the war of the Torah, until the war becomes audible to the great 
mountains, that is to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as it is written: 
"Hear, O mountains, Hashem's controversy" (Michah 6:2). This is the 
controversy of prayer, the controversy of Torah, NAMELY THE 
CONTROVERSY OF THOSE WHO TEACH MERIT AND OF THOSE 
WHO TEACH LIABILITY OVER MAN'S TORAH AND PRAYER. And 
this war of the evening prayer continues until sunrise, for Rabban 
Gamliel determined it as until the rise of dawn, for the evening 
prayer may be said at any time during the night, but the sages 
erected a boundary around it AND DETERMINED IT as until midnight.
 

 

580. And because THE DUTY OF RECITING THE EVENING PRAYER 
IS UNTIL THE RISE OF THE DAWN, IT IS SAID: "and there wrestled a 
man with him until the breaking of the day" (Beresheet 32:24). What 
is meant by the dawn? It refers to the evening prayer, NAMELY THE 
SHECHINAH, whose limit is until the morning of Abraham, WHOSE 
TIME IS the fourth hour. "And Abraham rose up early in the 
morning" (Beresheet 22:3), namely at the beginning of the first hour 
at the end of the dawn, which is Netzach of Jacob, for there "To the 
chief musician (Heb. menatze'ach) upon the morning star" (Tehilim 
22:1), to wreak vengeance on Samael for having touched Jacob's left 
thigh, which is Hod, of which it is said: "he has made me desolate 
and faint (Heb. davah - Dalet Vav Hei) all the day" (Eichah 1:13), 
WHERE THE LETTERS OF THE WORD DAVAH, REARRANGED, 
SPELL Hod. From the side of Hod, which is the fifth millenium, the 
Temple remained destroyed and barren.
  

 
 
87. Moses, the two Messiahs, the rainbow and Malchut 
Rabbi Shimon talks to Moses about two dawns and two Messiahs that come from two kingdoms. He says that Messiah son of David parallels 
Netzach, Messiah son of Ephraim parallels Hod, and Moses is the Central Column between them because his level is Tiferet and Yesod. We learn 
about the covenant of the rainbow, and about the three colors in it. We are told of the 39 types of work that are prohibited on the Shabbat, and the 
four kinds of 'going out' on that day.
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581. Rabbi Shimon said: Faithful Shepherd, this is your Hod, in 
which your prophecy is dried up on the left, and because you 
"caused... to go at the right hand of Moses" (Yeshayah 63:12), which 
is Netzach, which is the head of the dawns, FOR NETZACH AND 
HOD ARE CALLED 'TWO DAWNS', SINCE THE OTHER SIDE HOLDS 
ON TO BOTH OF THEM, AS ABOVE IN THE PRECEDING 
PARAGRAPH; AND NETZACH IS THE HEAD OF THE DAWNS, AND 
FROM ITS ASPECT, MALCHUT IS CALLED "A loving hind" (Mishlei 
5:19), THEREFORE David stated: "To the chief musician upon the 
morning star (hind)" (Tehilim 22:1), for the victors (Heb. menatzchim) 
in the wars will come through NETZACH. FOR IT IS ONLY POSSIBLE 
TO WIN A WAR WITH THE OTHER SIDE IN THE SFIRAH NETZACH, 
AS ABOVE IN THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH. And since Netzach 
and Hod are two dawns, it was taught in the Mishnah: From what 
time may one recite the Sh'ma in the mornings? It does not say, 'in 
the morning', but 'in the mornings', two of them, THE REFERENCE 
BEING TO NETZACH AND HOD, WHICH ILLUMINATE TOWARDS THE 
FEMALE DURING THE FIRST TWO HOURS OF THE MORNING, AS 
ABOVE IN THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH, AND THEY ARE CALLED 
'MORNINGS.'
 

 

582. And two Messiahs, COMING FROM TWO MALCHUTS (LIT. 
'KINGDOMS') awaken before them, NETZACH AND HOD. Messiah 
son of David parallels Netzach and is connected with the morning of 
Abraham, WHICH IS CHESED, SINCE CHESED IS DRAWN DOWN TO 
MALCHUT FROM NETZACH OF ZEIR ANPIN, which is as is written: 
"at Your right hand are pleasures for evermore (Heb. 
Netzach)" (Tehilim 16:11). Hod IS CONNECTED to Gvurah, since to it, 
TO HOD, is attached Messiah the son of Efraim, FOR GVURAH IS 
DRAWN DOWN TO MALCHUT FROM HOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, AS 
ABOVE. You, MOSES, THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD, are in the center, 
for your level is Tiferet, for the Central Column, WHICH IS TIFERET, 
is connected with you, and also Yesod, the life of the Worlds, is in 
your level. THEREFORE HE IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, BETWEEN 
THE TWO MESSIAHS THAT PARALLEL TO NETZACH AND HOD, 
FOR YESOD IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN OF NETZACH AND HOD. 
And Chochmah is on the right; let him who wants to be wise turn 
south. And Binah is on the left; let him who wants to be rich turn to 
the north. AND IT FOLLOWS THAT CHOCHMAH, CHESED, AND 
NETZACH, WHICH ARE ON THE RIGHT, MESSIAH SON OF DAVID, 
RECEIVES THEM FROM NETZACH OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHILE BINAH, 
GVURAH AND HOD, MESSIAH SON OF EFRAIM, RECEIVES THEM 
FROM HOD OF ZE'IR ANPIN. AND MOSES IS IN BETWEEN THEM 
AND ILLUMINATES DA'AT, TIFERET AND YESOD TO THEM, 
UNITING THE TWO MESSIAHS WITH EACH OTHER.
 

 

583. It, MALCHUT, is a rainbow with you, FOR MALCHUT RECEIVES 
FROM HIM THE THREE COLORS OF THE RAINBOW, WHICH ARE 
THE SECRET OF THE THREE COLUMNS. And this RAINBOW is the 
apparel of the Shechinah and the apparel of the Righteous One, 
WHICH IS YESOD, that is called 'the covenant of the rainbow'. And it 
is the sign of the Shabbat and the sign of a festival, and the sign of 
Tefilin, and the sign of circumcision. And the Holy One, blessed be 
He, said: 'One who is not marked with the sign shall not enter into 
this vision, into this room,' WHICH IS MALCHUT. And MALCHUT is a 
bed, for the Central Column, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, inclines on it 
towards Chesed, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE RIGHT COLUMN, 
for the completely righteous, to accord them merits with the 
eighteen blessings of the Amidah prayer, and inclines towards 
liability, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE LEFT COLUMN, for the 
wicked, to judge them with Judgment in Gvurah according to their 
deeds. And in the Central Column it is lenient to those who are 
mediocre. And this is the form of the letter Shin, THAT HAS THREE 
HEADS, PARALLELING THESE THREE COLUMNS.
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584. The three colors of the rainbow, WHITE, RED, AND GREEN, 
WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF THE THREE COLUMNS, are a sign of 
the covenant, NAMELY OF YESOD. The rainbow ITSELF IS an only 
daughter, the Queen Shabbat, WHICH IS MALCHUT THAT RECEIVES 
THE THREE COLORS OF THE RAINBOW FROM YESOD. And it, 
MALCHUT, has six grades, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, 
HOD AND YESOD OF METATRON, under its control, for they are the 
six days of Creation that are included in Metatron, about which it is 
said: "Six days you shall do your work" (Shemot 23:12), but the only 
daughter, MALCHUT OF ZEIR ANPIN, is Shabbat to Yud Hei Vav Hei: 
"whoever does work on it shall be put to death" (Shemot 35:2).
 

 

585. The Yud Hei Vav Hei is called by the letter Hei, THAT IS TO SAY 
THE LETTER HEI COMPLETES THE NAME YUD HEI VAV HEI. For 
ZEIR ANPIN IS THE YUD HEI VAV, AND THE FINAL HEI IS MALCHUT, 
and from this side to the right, Yud Hei Vav, where the Hei is its 
completion. And so it is with each of the six intermediate SFIROT OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, THE HEI IS THE COMPLETION. FOR THERE ARE SIX 
COMBINATIONS OF THE LETTERS YUD, HEI, VAV IN THE SIX 
INTERMEDIATE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, NAMELY: Yud Hei Vav; Hei 
Vav Yud; Vav Yud Hei; Yud Vav Hei; Hei Yud Vav; and Vav Hei Yud. 
This comes to a total of eighteen letters that are included in the 
Righteous One, the life (Heb. chai = eighteen) of the Worlds, WHICH 
IS YESOD. MALCHUT is the fourth part of the hin on each side. THAT 
IS TO SAY MALCHUT IS THE FOURTH LETTER, THAT IS THE FINAL 
HEI THAT COMPLEMENTS EACH OF THE ABOVE SIX 
COMBINATIONS. THUS IT IS CALLED 'THE FOURTH PART OF THE 
HIN' BECAUSE IT IS THE FOURTH LETTER AND THEREFORE THE 
FOURTH PART, AND OF THE HIN BECAUSE IT IS THE LETTER HEI.
 

 

586. And it, MALCHUT, is HEI FULLY SPELLED WITH ALEPH, from 
the point of view of the explicit Name Yud Vav Dalet, Hei Aleph, Vav 
Aleph Vav. Yud Vav Dalet is in Chesed; Hei Aleph is in Gvurah; Vav 
Aleph Vav is in Tiferet, WHILE THE FINAL HEI ALEPH IS IN 
MALCHUT. And when these 39 are in control, the sages prohibited 
forty save one types of work that are called 'the main classes' (lit. 
'fathers') of work, because they are parallel to the patriarchs who 
control them, NAMELY THE SFIROT CHESED, GVURAH, AND 
TIFERET THAT ARE CALLED 'PATRIARCHS'. FOR YUD VAV DALET, 
HEI ALEPH, VAV ALEPH VAV ARE CHESED, GVURAH, AND 
TIFERET, AS ABOVE, AND THEIR NUMERICAL SUM IS 39, namely 
forty save one.
 

 

587. And with these forty save one types of work THAT ARE 
PERMITTED ON WEEKDAYS, lashes were administered, ten to 
Adam, ten to Eve, ten to the serpent, and nine to the land, MAKING A 
TOTAL OF 39 CURSES. And because these 39, NAMELY YUD VAV 
DALET, HEI ALEPH, VAV ALEPH VAV, rule on Shabbat, which is Hei 
ALEPH no lashes are administered. And these 39 are not the same 
as the 39 TYPES OF WORK PERMITTED on a weekday, for the 
former are from the side of the servant Metatron, while the forty save 
one types of work are sowing, ploughing.
 

 

588. THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD SAID TO RABBI SHIMON: Old man, 
old man, the Shechinah is called 'the earth of the Holy One, blessed 
be He', as it is said: "and the earth is My footstool" (Yeshayah 66:1). 
From the point of view of Chesed, THE SHECHINAH is called 'water', 
and from the point of view of Gvurah, it is called 'fire', while from the 
point of view of the Central Column, WHICH IS TIFERET, IT IS 
CALLED 'air'. But IN ITSELF, the SHECHINAH IS CALLED 'earth', 
ground for all of them, NAMELY IT ACCEPTS ALL OF THEM.
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589. And whereas the extra Neshamah spreads in the Shechinah, 
which is the Shabbat Queen, about which is said: "and His kingdom 
rules over all" (Tehilim 103:19), from there is Malchut, whose rule is 
over the earth and over the trees and the seeds. And since the Tree 
of Life, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, which is the extra Neshamah that 
comes on the Shabbat, contains all her offspring, the earth, which is 
the Shechinah, has rest.
 

 

590. And since the upper Shechinah, WHICH IS BINAH, spreads in 
the land, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and about MALCHUT, it is said: "a red 
heifer without defect, in which there is no blemish, and upon which 
never came a yoke" (Bemidbar 19:2), it is forbidden to plough with 
an ox on the Shabbat, as it is written: "The ploughers ploughed upon 
my back" (Tehilim 129:3), NAMELY THE JUDGMENTS OF THE LEFT, 
FOR IT IS THEREFORE SAID ABOUT MALCHUT "UPON WHICH 
NEVER CAME A YOKE." And the lower Shechinah, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, is a red heifer from the aspect of Gvurah, perfect from 
the point of view of Chesed, which is the level of Abraham, about 
whom it is said: "Walk before Me and be perfect" (Beresheet 17:1). 
"in which there is no blemish" is from the side of the Central 
Column, WHICH IS TIFERET. "and upon which never came a yoke" is 
from the side of the upper Shechinah, WHICH IS BINAH, which is 
freedom, for where it is in control, "the stranger that comes near 
shall be put to death" (Bemidbar 1:51), since permission to control is 
not granted to the Other Side, not to the Satan nor to Destruction nor 
to the Angel of Death, for they are from the side of Gehenom.
 

 

591. For this reason, on weekdays Yisrael says: "But He was full of 
compassion, forgiving iniquity, and He did not destroy them: often 
He turned away His anger, not stirring up all His wrath" (Tehilim 
78:38). On weekdays the lower Shechinah puts on these Klipot of 
death and judgment, but on the Shabbat she sheds them, because of 
the Tree of Life, which is the son of Yud Hei, THAT IS, IT HAS THE 
MOCHIN OF YUD-HEI, WHICH ARE CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, BEING 
Yud-Hei-Vav, AS ZEIR ANPIN IS VAV AND HAS THE MOCHIN OF 
YUD-HEI. ON SHABBAT, it joins with Hei, WHICH IS MALCHUT. At 
the time there is rest for the Hei and everything that is under it, 
WHICH IS WHY it is not necessary, on the Shabbat, to say: "But He 
was full of compassion..." And who are they who are under it? 
Yisrael. And wherever Yisrael is to be found, keeping and rest are to 
be found.
 

 

592. And this is why it is forbidden to plough the land or to make 
ditches in it, FOR THE LAND ALLUDES TO MALCHUT, and it is like 
one who makes a defect in the holy land, which is the Shechinah. 
And it is forbidden to use the tools of the land, even to move a stone, 
or any tool, so that they should have rest in the merit of the 
Shechinah that is called 'stone', about which is written, "and this 
stone, which I have set up for a pillar" (Beresheet 28:22), in the 
prayers. AND IT IS CALLED 'A PILLAR' BECAUSE it stands up for 
Yisrael, and for its sake Yisrael exists in the world. And it is said 
about it: "from thence from the shepherd, the Stone of 
Yisrael" (Beresheet 49:24); and "Upon one stone are seven 
eyes" (Zecharyah 3:9); and "The stone which the builders 
rejected" (Tehilim 118:22).
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593. And the sayings are for this reason: "Wherefore the children of 
Yisrael shall keep the Shabbat, to observe the Shabbat throughout 
their generations (Heb. dorotam), for a perpetual covenant" (Shemot 
31:16), which they have to keep in their homes (Heb. diratam). That 
is, they must not leave the private domain for the public domain, and 
this is what the Sages of the Mishnah taught: There are two, which 
are, indeed four, kinds of 'going out' on the Shabbat, namely transfer 
from one domain on to another; also, bringing in is considered going 
out. And as for Samael and Serpent, Yisrael has to guard against 
their entering the dwelling of the Shechinah, which is the private 
domain. What is the public domain? It is: a daughter to a priest's 
illegitimate connection, a bondwoman, a prostitute, a menstruating 
woman, a gentile woman, who are in the domain of Samael and 
Serpent and the seventy appointees over the peoples. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
88. "I have gathered my myrrh... Drink, drink deep, O loving companions" 
Rabbi Shimon analyzes the title verse to show the secret of the sacrifices, and he tells us the significance of Jacob's name being changed to Israel.

594. He began by quoting: "I am come into my garden..." (Shir 
Hashirim 5:1). And in the first compilation HE SAYS: "I have 
gathered my myrrh with my spice" refers to the right arm over the 
left thigh. "I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey" refers to 
Jacob with Rachel. "I have drunk my wine with my milk" refers to the 
left arm on the right thigh. THE EXPLANATION OF THIS IS: The right 
arm on the left thigh are Chesed with Hod. Jacob with Rachel are the 
Central Column, WHICH IS TIFERET, along with Malchut. Left arm 
with right thigh is Gvurah with Netzach.
 

 

595. HE ASKS: Why did He so change His attributes? AND HE 
ANSWERS, the secret that is here stated is because David said here: 
"Let your priests be clothed with righteousness; and let your pious 
ones shout for joy" (Tehilim 132:9). And we learned there that he 
should have said 'your Levites'. The Holy One, blessed be He, said: 
'It is not my way to change my attributes, but since you have invited 
Me, I have to do your will.' And we further learned that even when a 
householder invites the king, the latter has to do the will of the 
former. It was thus taught: 'Whatever the host tells you to do, do, 
except 'leave''. Nevertheless, for all that this secret is beautiful, it is 
still written: "For I am Hashem, I do not change" (Malachi 3:6), and 
indeed in respect of all the sacrifices, it is written of them for 
Hashem only, IN WHICH THERE IS NO CHANGE IN HIM, and how 
could it indeed be that He would change the levels of His name with 
the sacrifices?
 

 

596. HE ANSWERS, "I have gathered my myrrh" REFERS TO THE 
BLESSING OF 'who forms light'; "with my spice" REFERS TO 
'everlasting love'. "I have eaten my honeycomb" IS THE Sh'ma 
Yisrael, and "with my honey" IS 'Blessed be the name of His glorious 
kingdom forever and ever'. "I have drunk my wine" REFERS TO "And 
it shall come to pass, if you hearken" (Devarim 11:13-21) up to "And 
Hashem spoke," and "with my milk" refers to from "And Hashem 
spoke" (Bemidbar 15:37-41) up to 'True.' "Eat, O dear ones" REFERS 
TO the first three blessings and the last three blessings OF THE 
AMIDAH PRAYER, while "and drink, drink deep, O loving 
companions" refers to all the remaining blessings of the prayer.
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597. And in the compilation of the first part, HE SAID: The secret of 
the sacrifices is that cattle and sheep and rams and goats are the 
four COUNTENANCES OF the face of an ox, the face of an eagle... 
AND THESE ARE two turtledoves or two young doves, but this 
matter is in need of further clarification. Lion, WHICH IS CHESED, 
descends to ox, which is left, WHICH IS GVURAH, in order to link 
Chesed with Gvurah, NAMELY THAT THEY SHOULD BE 
INCORPORATED WITHIN EACH OTHER. Man, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
descends to eagle, WHICH IS TIFERET, which is the level of Jacob, 
SO THAT TIFERET AND MALCHUT WILL MATE WITH EACH OTHER. 
This is why the sages of the Mishnah taught that Jacob's beauty was 
that of Adam. And who caused his ascendancy so that he should be 
called 'Yisrael'? THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, as it is written: 
"Your name shall be called no more Jacob, but Yisrael" (Beresheet 
32:29) will be your name, THE MEANING OF WHICH IS that Yisrael 
should be the primary name to spread among them.
  

 
 
89. He that disregards bread crumbs 
Rabbi Shimon says that anyone who throws bread on the ground will be assured of poverty, for only God has dominion over the five kinds of grain.

598. Why "the tenth part of an efah" (Bemidbar 28:5)? HE ANSWERS, 
the tenth part of an efah parallels the Congregation of Yisrael, which 
is the tenth grade, NAMELY MALCHUT, and it has to be placed 
between the two arms, WHICH ARE CHESED AND GVURAH OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, SO THAT IT SHOULD BE MADE UP OF CHOCHMAH OF THE 
LEFT AND CHASSADIM OF THE RIGHT. AND THEN it is fine flour for 
the baking of bread, and it is bread. AND BECAUSE MALCHUT IS 
THE SECRET OF bread, no official in the world is appointed over 
bread made of the five kinds of grain, that are wheat, barley, rye, 
oats, and spelt, and no one is appointed over them, excepting the 
Holy One, blessed be He, alone.
 

 

599. And therefore poverty follows anyone who shows contempt to 
bread and throws it on the ground. And an angel is appointed over 
this matter and follows after him to assure him poverty. And he will 
not depart from this world until he has been in need of assistance 
from others. And it is written about such a one: "He wanders abroad 
for bread, saying, Where is it?" (Iyov 15:23), THE MEANING OF 
WHICH IS THAT HE shall wander abroad, going from place to place, 
IN HIS SEARCH FOR BREAD: 'Where is it?' And no one will have any 
regard for him, as it is written: "Where is it?" WHERE IS the one who 
will have mercy on him? For such a one will not be found. 
Moses leads the discussion into the foolishness of those who treat 
lightly the crumbs of the Torah - the secrets in the crowns of the 
letters. As these unwise people will perish, so will those who 
transmit secrets of the Torah and Kabbalah to people who are 
dishonest or who have an evil inclination. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

600. And in the compilation of the first part, the Faithful Shepherd 
said: Whoever treats lightly crumbs of bread and throws them where 
they should not be, and even more so one who treats lightly pieces 
of marrow, that are drops of seed, and throws them on the ground, it 
is said about them: "for all flesh had corrupted its way upon the 
earth" (Beresheet 6:12). Or he who throws them to a menstruating 
woman, or the daughter of an idolater, or a bondwoman or a 
prostitute, and much more so one who treats lightly the crumbs of 
the bread of the Torah, which are THE SECRETS THAT ARE IN the 
crowns of the letters, about these it is said: He that makes worldly 
use of the crown shall perish.
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601. And how much more so whoever transmits secrets of the Torah 
and the secrets of the Kabbalah and the secrets of the Works of 
Creation or secrets of the letters of the explicit Name to people who 
are not honest, who are in the control of the Evil Inclination, a harlot, 
about whom it is written: "For by means of a harlot a man is brought 
to a piece of bread" (Mishlei 6:26). And whenever bread is mentioned 
the meaning is the twenty-two letters of the Torah, and whenever 
'piece' is mentioned the meaning is even a single Halachah.
 

 

602. And in the compilation of the first part, he did not reveal the 
secret of these crumbs, (teaching) only according to the literal 
meaning, nor did he determine the amounts. But the sages of the 
Mishnah taught: The amount of the crumbs is not less than the size 
of an olive. And how much more so if they are of a quantity the size 
of an egg, for the sages of the Mishnah were stringent about them: 
How much should one eat to have to say the Grace AFTER MEALS? 
An olive's size, an egg's size.
  

 
 
90. Olive-size and egg-size 
Moses tells the esoteric meaning of the amount of the crumbs, and he asks God and the Shechinah to give everyone perfect food for the correction 
of the World to Come. Next the Faithful Shepherd engages in a dialogue with Great- grandfather, upper Chochmah, who descends to him and talks 
about who is the host and who the guest that break the bread and distribute it and bless it. Rabbi Shimon and the other friends join the discussion 
and bring up the topic of levirate marriage and reincarnation. The Faithful Shepherd invites all those present to gather round for the banquet of the 
King, and while talking about the breaking of the bread into an egg-size and an olive-size he explains the secret and importance of 'amen'.

603. And by a secret method: Aleph Chet (= nine) OF THE WORD 
'ONE' (HEB. ECHAD - ALEPH CHET DALET) make nine crumbs, three 
in each direction. And with the three of the Dalet (= four) OF ECHAD, 
we have a total of twelve CRUMBS. Again, the fourth OF THE DALET 
OF ECHAD completes to ten. And this completes the four, which is 
THE FOUR LETTERS of Yud Hei Vav Hei. What is the ten? They are 
THE TEN LETTERS FORMED BY FILLING IN Yud Vav Dalet, Hei 
Aleph, Vav Aleph Vav, Hei Aleph. Now the tip of the letter Dalet of 
Echad is the size of an olive-size. The Yud of Yud Hei Vav Hei is the 
measure of an egg-size.
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604. This fourth LIVING CREATURE THAT IS THE SECRET OF "THE 
FACE OF A MAN" (YECHEZKEL 1:10), which is the completion of the 
Chariot of Man, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN THAT IS CALLED 'MAN', IN 
THE SECRET OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, FULLY SPELLED WITH ALEPHS, 
WHOSE NUMERICAL SUM IS THE SAME AS THAT OF MAN (HEB. 
ADAM). And it is also the completion of the four faces that are in the 
face of a man, FOR THE FACE OF A MAN IS MALCHUT, WHICH 
ITSELF HAS FOUR FACES: LION, OX, EAGLE, AND MAN, AND IS 
THE FOURTH FACE WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT THAT IS 
IN MALCHUT. For this reason, IT IS WRITTEN: "Hashem lift up His 
countenance to you" (Bemidbar 6:26). And the sages of the Mishnah 
taught: Is it not written: "who favors no person" (lit. 'Who does not 
lift up countenance') (Devarim 10:17)? But the Holy One, blessed be 
He, said: 'Did I not command them: "And you shall eat and be 
satisfied AND BLESS HASHEM YOUR ELOHIM" (Devarim 8:10)? And 
they are very particular about SAYING THE GRACE AFTER MEALS 
even if the quantity is but that of an olive-size or an egg-size. How 
then should I not then lift up My countenance for them?' And not 
only that but the sages of the Mishnah and the Amoraim arranged 
their whole study according to the secrets of the Torah.
 

 

605. The Faithful Shepherd rose, spread out his hands before the 
Holy One, blessed be He and His Shechinah, and spoke thus: O Holy 
One, blessed be You, may it be Your will to give us perfect food for 
correction to You and to the heavenly Queen, that is the World to 
Come, NAMELY BINAH, about which it is said: "For the kingdom is 
Hashem's: and He is ruler over the nations" (Tehilim 22:29), and 
regarding the second Queen, WHICH IS MALCHUT, it is said a 
second time: "and the kingdom shall be Hashem's" (Ovadyah 1:21), 
and a whole table is corrected with all delicacies and dishes.
 

 

606. And I invite with You, all the sages of the Mishnah, the scholars 
of the Bible and the sages of the Talmud, and especially the masters 
of the secrets of Your Torah, and Your bride, WHO IS Your Holy 
Queen, both the upper one, WHICH IS BINAH, and the lower one, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, everything being with the permission of the 
Cause who is above all heavenly beings, the Lord of all lords, King 
over all the kings who are above or who are below, for He is unique 
and unequaled, and there is no letter nor vowel sign that will join 
with Him, and no variations as is customary with man, for He is the 
Master of all the keys to all the secrets of Yud Hei Vav Hei's and 
names and appellative s and all the hidden secrets of wisdom, so 
that You open them all for us, for the sake of Your glory, O Cause 
over all causes. I beseech You to open for us Your glory, for Your 
glory is of my Father and my Mother of the Heavens, NAMELY 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, WHICH ARE FATHER AND MOTHER OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS CALLED 'HEAVENS'. And the Father of all of 
Yisrael IS ZEIR ANPIN, and their Mother IS MALCHUT, about which it 
is said: "and do not forsake the Torah of your mother" (Mishlei 1:8), 
and with Yourself no connection exists with any mother in the world.
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607. He rose a second time and said: O sages of the Mishnah, your 
Neshamah and Ruach and Nefesh wake up now in all of you, and 
remove the sleep from yourself, for this certainly is Mishnah, the 
literal explanations of this world. But I stirred you only with heavenly 
secrets of the World to Come, for you are involved with them, and in 
this respect it is said there: "Behold, he who keeps Yisrael shall 
neither slumber nor sleep" (Tehilim 121:4).
 

 

608. He began by saying, The sages of the Mishnah taught: The host 
breaks bread and the guest says grace after the meal. And they also 
taught: one must pronounce clearly the Hei of Hamotzi. And the two 
Heis OF YUD HEI VAV HEI WHICH ARE BINAH AND MALCHUT, stand 
for the two loaves of bread, the two Challot of the Shabbat. The Yud 
OF YUD HEI VAV HEI is A SLICE OF BREAD equal in measure to the 
size of an egg THAT IS GIVEN to each one. And who is the host that 
breaks bread? This is the Vav OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, AND SO ALL 
THE FOUR LETTERS OF IT ARE HERE ALLUDED TO.
 

 

609. While they were still having this discourse, behold, Great-
grandfather, WHICH IS UPPER CHOCHMAH, descended to him and 
said: Faithful Shepherd, take back what you have just said, for bread 
is the Vav. Its two loaves of bread are, as you have said, Hei Hei. 
AND HE EXPLAINS, Vav is surely parallel to Jacob, WHO IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, while the two Heis parallel Leah and Rachel. AND 
THEREFORE BREAD IS IN GENERAL THE SECRET OF VAV, WHICH 
IS ZEIR ANPIN, THAT HAS TWO MATES. ONE MATING IS WITH 
LEAH, WHO IS HIS FEMALE FROM THE CHEST AND UP, WHILE THE 
SECOND MATING IS WITH RACHEL, WHO IS HIS FEMALE FROM 
THE CHEST AND DOWN, AND THIS IS WHY THE BREAD IS DIVIDED 
INTO TWO LOAVES. The Yud OF YUD HEI VAV HEI IS THE SECRET 
OF THE SLICE THAT IS GIVEN TO EACH ONE, as the size of an egg 
for each, FOR EGG IS THE SECRET OF YUD OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, 
WHICH IS CHOCHMAH, WHICH IS THE EMANATION THAT IS 
DRAWN DOWN BY THE VAV AND THE TWO HEIS OF YUD HEI VAV 
HEI.
 

 

610. He said to him: Grandfather, Grandfather, in how many places is 
it taught that Jacob is the host, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and Joseph is 
a guest whose level is Yesod, the life (Heb. CHAI = eighteen) of the 
Worlds, which incorporates the eighteen blessings of the Amidah 
prayer, for which reason it was taught about it: "Blessings are upon 
the head of the righteous" (Mishlei 10:6). THEREFORE THEY SAID 
THAT THE HOST, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, BREAKS THE BREAD, WHILE 
THE GUEST, WHICH IS YESOD, PRONOUNCES THE GRACE AFTER 
MEALS, BUT NOW YOU SAY THAT ZEIR ANPIN IS THE SECRET, 
NOT OF THE HOST, BUT OF THE BREAD. THE GRANDFATHER 
replied to him: That is how it is, and everything is true. Each secret 
has its rightful place, BOTH what I said and what you said. And now, 
ACCORDING TO MY OPINION THAT ZEIR ANPIN IS THE BREAD, 
who is THEN the one WHO BREAKS the bread and distributes it?
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611. THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD said to him: Grandfather, you have 
his likeness; NAMELY THE GRANDFATHER HIMSELF, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH, IS THE FORM OF THE HOST WHO 
BREAKS THE BREAD, which is Yud Vav Dalet, Hei Aleph, Vav Aleph 
Vav, Hei Aleph, WHOSE NUMERICAL SUM IS 45, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF CHOCHMAH (CHET CAF MEM HEI), WHOSE LETTERS 
SPELL OUT, KOACH (LIT. STRENGTH - CAF CHET) OF MEM HEI, 
which is man, WHICH IS MEM HEI IN NUMERICAL VALUE. HE IS of 
the upper Chariot, the face of which, NAMELY CHOCHMAH, is the 
Yud Hei Vav Hei WRITTEN OUT FULLY WITH ALEPHS, THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF WHICH IS MEM HEI. And for this reason, Vav 
is bread, there being TWO LOAVES, the two Heis, and the amount 
OF THE EMANATION, as taught, is the size of an olive and the size of 
an egg. And we have already learned in which name it is measured 
as an olive, NAMELY IN THE YUD, but the sages have taught: One 
does not make precepts into bundles, BUT EACH PRECEPT MUST 
STAND ON ITS OWN. Here also, we do not give two quantities in the 
letter Yud, that BOTH an olive-size an egg-size SHOULD BE YUD, but 
there are two alphabets, WHERE THE LARGE ALPHABET IS IN 
BINAH AND THE SMALL ALPHABET IS IN MALCHUT. THEREFORE, 
there is an upper Yud and a smaller Yud. The Yud WHICH IS THE 
YUD of Yud Hei Vav Hei is the upper YUD WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
UPPER CHOCHMAH, while the Yud of Adonai is a small YUD, WHICH 
IS THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH OF THE LEFT. And of these two 
YUDS, one is an olive-size, NAMELY THE SMALL YUD OF ADONAI, 
and the other is an egg-size, NAMELY THE UPPER YUD OF YUD HEI 
VAV HEI. And they are in the secret of 'Yud' Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun 
Hei 'Yud', NAMELY THE COMBINATION OF YUD HEI VAV HEI AND 
ADONAI, WHERE THE INITIAL YUD IS THE SECRET OF AN EGG-
SIZE, AND THE FINAL YUD IS THE SECRET OF AN OLIVE-SIZE. The 
Grandfather came and kissed him.
 

 

612. While they were still considering this, the holy luminary, THAT 
IS RABBI SHIMON, arose, and opened by saying: "what (Heb. MAH - 
MEM HEI) is his name and what (Mem Hei) is his son's 
name" (Mishlei 30:4) come together, FOR CHOCHMAH IS THE 
SECRET OF YUD HEI VAV HEI FULLY SPELLED WITH ALEPHS, 
WHOSE NUMERICAL VALUE IS MEM HEI. AND THE SON OF 
CHOCHMAH, WHICH IS TIFERET, IS ALSO YUD HEI VAV HEI FILLED 
IN WITH MEM HEI, AS ABOVE, IN THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH. 
AND IT FOLLOWS THAT MAH IS THE NAME OF CHOCHMAH AND 
MAH IS THE NAME OF HIS SON, WHICH IS TIFERET. AND THE 
GRANDFATHER, WHO IS CHOCHMAH, JOINED WITH THE FAITHFUL 
SHEPHERD, WHO IS TIFERET. The companions rejoiced and said: 
Happy is the one who was privileged to eat of this bread, WHICH IS 
THE Vav OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, about which it is said: "Come, eat of 
my bread" (Mishlei 9:5). And happy is the Nefesh of whom it is said: 
"she shall eat of her father's bread: but no stranger shall eat of 
it" (Vayikra 22:13), for about the Holy One, blessed be He, it is said: 
"Have we not all one father?" (Malachi 2:10), and the soul that 
occupied herself with the Torah "shall eat of her father's bread."
 

 

613. And who is the cause FOR THE NEFESH to eat of her father's 
bread? This is because she returned in repentance and united WITH 
THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, as in her youth, as it is written: " 
and has returned to her father's house, as in her youth" (Vayikra 
22:13). AND THE MEANING OF THIS IS THE SAME as: "he shall 
return to the days of his youth" (Iyov 33:25), just like a tree that has 
been cut down and has grown again from its roots. And this is a 
secret for one who dies childless, THAT BY LEVIRATE MARRIAGE 
HE REINCARNATES AND IS RENEWED.
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614. And there is a further secret, FOR A MAN WHO DIES 
CHILDLESS will later come back in a reincarnation and be renewed 
as formerly, as it is written: ."..be a widow or divorced" (Vayikra 
22:13), as HIS SOUL being driven out of The Garden of Eden. Hence 
she is called 'divorced' (Heb. grushah) as in: "So he drove (Heb. 
vayegaresh) out the man..." (Beresheet 3:24). And what was the 
reason for this? It was because "she had no child" (Vayikra 22:13), 
for he died childless. "and has returned to her father's house, as in 
her youth," that is, returns to this world, AND TRANSMIGRATES to 
the son of the levirate marriage. This is the meaning of "and has 
returned to her father's house, as in her youth." And after she has 
been privileged to have offspring, "she shall eat of her father's 
bread: but no stranger shall eat of it." THIS IS WHAT IS WRITTEN: 
"the wife of the dead man shall not be married abroad to a 
stranger" (Devarim 25:5). FOR IF SHE DOES NOT MARRY THE 
KINSMAN, SHE WILL FALL INTO THE HANDS OF A STRANGER, 
NAMELY THE OTHER SIDE.
 

 

615. The Faithful Shepherd said, Hillel and Shammai: That is, you 
two, one of whom is of the side of Mercy, NAMELY HILLEL, while the 
other is of the side of Judgment, NAMELY SHAMMAI, are Chesed 
and Gvurah, the levels of Abraham and Isaac, and you are of their 
stock: gather round here, you and the eighty pupils that Hillel had, 
as well as the pupils of the House of Shammai, gather around for the 
banquet of the King.
 

 

616. You have taught, you and those with you who give legal and 
ethical instructions, you have taught: He who breaks bread may not 
eat until the diners have answered 'amen,' and: The guests may not 
eat anything until the one who breaks the bread has eaten. 
Obviously, when the host breaks the bread and gives it to the 
guests, he does not measure out the same amount for each person, 
for those who break bread do not usually break it into equal parts, 
and he could give to one an egg-size and to another an olive-size. 
And when they respond 'amen' over this breaking of the bread, 
before the host eats, they join together the two quantities, the egg-
size and the olive-size, WHERE THE EGG-SIZE QUANTITY IS DRAWN 
DOWN FROM THE YUD OF YUD HEI VAV HEI AND THE OLIVE-SIZE 
QUANTITY IS FROM THE YUD OF ADONAI, AS ABOVE, AND THUS 
THE JOINING OF THE EGG-SIZE AND THE OLIVE-SIZE IS THE 
SECRET OF THE COMBINATION OF Yud Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun 
Hei Yud, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 'amen'. And this UNIFICATION 
is not over the eating but over the breaking of the bread. AND 
THEREFORE, after these quantities, THE EGG-SIZED AND THE 
OLIVE- SIZED, have joined together IN THE UNIFICATION OF YUD 
ALEPH HEI DALET VAV NUN HEI YUD, in THE SAYING OF 'amen,' 
then the host may eat. And this is: "I have gathered my myrrh with 
my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk 
my wine with my milk," after which comes: "Eat, O dear ones, and 
drink, drink deep, O loving companions" (Shir Hashirim 5:1). "Eat, O 
dear ones" refers to the guests, so that the sons, who are the 
guests, should be as their father, WHO IS THE HOST WHO BREAKS 
THE BREAD, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF UPPER CHOCHMAH, THAT 
IS CALLED 'FATHER'.
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617. And here we have bread in two loaves, WHERE BREAD IS VAV, 
AND EACH OF THE LOAVES IS HEI, and the amount OF THE EATING 
IS an olive-size and an egg-size, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
UNIFICATION YUD ALEPH HEI DALET VAV NUN HEI YUD, AS 
ABOVE. HE ASKS: What is the shewbread that is on the King's table, 
NAMELY THE TWELVE CHALLOT THAT WERE ARRANGED ON THE 
TEMPLE TABLE? HE ANSWERS: Have we not already learned that 
THE BREAD, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, has twelve countenances? And 
what are they? They are the four faces of a lion, the four faces of an 
ox, the four faces of an eagle, FOR THE LION, OX, AND EAGLE ARE 
THE SECRET OF THE THREE COLUMNS, IN EACH ONE OF WHICH 
ARE CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT AND FOUR TIMES 
THREE COMES TO TWELVE, AND THEY ARE THE SECRET OF THE 
THREE YUD HEI VAV HEI'S, namely: "Hashem bless you... Hashem 
make his face shine... Hashem lift up..." (Bemidbar 6:24-26), WHERE 
EACH YUD HEI VAV HEI HAS FOUR LETTERS, AND THREE TIMES 
FOUR MAKES TWELVE LETTERS.
 

 

 
 
91. The twelve Challot 
This section tells us about the Shewbread and why there are four loaves in each Shabbat meal. We also hear about the six Sfirot from the light 
downwards and the six Sfirot from the light upwards, and the six steps in the upper throne and the six steps in the lower throne. The lesson from 
this is that from a certain place secrets are hidden and from another place secrets are revealed.

618. And how do we know that the showbread comes from the 
King's table? Because of what is written: "and he said to me: This 
(Heb. Zeh) is the table that is before Hashem" (Yechezkel 41:22), 
AND THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 'this' (Heb. zeh) refers to the 
twelve countenances. Moreover, whoever can do so, should arrange 
and establish on his table four loaves in each Shabbat meal, which 
at three meals MAKE TWELVE LOAVES, which are the twelve 
countenances.
  

619. And you might wish to suggest that from the Torah we learn 
about six CHALLOT, as only double the bread WAS REQUIRED FOR 
EACH OF THE THREE MEALS, MAKING A TOTAL OF SIX ONLY, NOT 
TWELVE. HE ANSWERS, we cannot mention Vav (= six), without also 
mentioning its companion Vav namely Vav Vav, THE SOUND OF THE 
PRONOUNCED VAV, AND THIS POINTS TO the six SFIROT CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD OF THE DIRECT 
LIGHT from above downwards, and the six SFIROT OF CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD OF RETURNING 
LIGHT from below upwards. AND they parallel the six steps that are 
in the upper throne, FROM THE CHEST AND UPWARDS OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD THAT ARE INCLUDED IN CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET; 
and the six steps of the lower throne, FROM THE CHEST 
DOWNWARDS OF ZEIR ANPIN, NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD THAT ARE INCLUDED IN 
NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD. The six OF THE UPPER THRONE are 
concealed, FOR CHOCHMAH HAS NO REVELATION FROM THE 
CHEST AND UPWARDS, while the six FROM THE CHEST 
DOWNWARDS are in the open, FOR CHOCHMAH DOES HAVE 
REVELATION FROM THE CHEST AND DOWNWARDS. AND THIS IS 
THE SECRET OF THE VERSE: "The secret things belong to Hashem 
our Elohim: but those things which are revealed belong to us and to 
our children for ever" (Devarim 29:28), WHERE FROM THE CHEST 
AND UPWARDS OF ZEIR ANPIN ARE THE HIDDEN THINGS, AND 
FROM THE CHEST AND DOWNWARDS ARE THE THINGS THAT ARE 
REVEALED.
 

 

 
 
92. The things one should observe at the Shabbat table 
We are told of the parallel between all the breads prescribed at Shabbat and the four faces of the Holy Beasts. We learn of all the deep meanings of 
the ten preparations for the meal. Lastly the bread of the Torah is said to be the Shechinah.
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620. The breads of thanksgiving are forty challot, ten wafers, ten 
mixed with hot water and oil, ten of leavened bread, ten of 
unleavened bread, making a total of forty, PARALLELING THE FOUR 
YUDS THAT ARE IN THE FOUR YUD HEI VAV HEI'S THAT ARE IN 
THE FOUR FACES, NAMELY paralleling the Yud of Yud Hei Vav Hei 
of the four faces of a man, AND PARALLELING the Yud of the Yud 
Hei Vav Hei of the four faces of a lion, AND PARALLELING the Yud 
of Yud Hei Vav Hei of the four faces of an ox, AND PARALLELING 
the Yud of the Yud Hei Vav Hei of the four faces of an eagle. And this 
is the first preparation for the King's table, for there are ten things 
that a person must observe at the Shabbat table.
 

 

621. The first PREPARATION THAT IS IN THE SHABBAT TABLE IS to 
prepare the table, as for one who eats in the presence of a King, as it 
is written: "This is the table that is before Hashem" (Yechezkel 
41:22). The second PREPARATION is to wash the hands to the 
extent that the sages decreed, namely five knots, THAT IS THE FIVE 
FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND, which contain fourteen joints, FOR 
EACH FINGER HAS THREE JOINTS, AND THE THUMB ONLY TWO, 
TOTALING FOURTEEN JOINTS. Similarly there are fourteen joints in 
the left, making A TOTAL OF 28 joints. And against these 28 JOINTS 
IS THE SECRET OF "the power of Hashem" (where the word for 
'power' is KOACH = 28), and these are the 28 letters of the first verse 
in the Works of Creation: "IN THE BEGINNING ELOHIM CREATED 
THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH" (BERESHEET 1:1). THERE ARE 28 
LETTERS IN THE verse, and about them it is written: "And now, I 
pray you, let the power (Heb. koach) of Adonai be great" (Bemidbar 
14:17).
 

 

622. The ten fingers correspond to the ten sayings at the creation of 
the world: For this reason, the sages of the Mishnah taught: 
Whoever is careless over the washing of the hands is uprooted from 
the world. Why is this? It is because the ten fingers of the hands and 
the 28 joints of the fingers contain the secret of the ten sayings and 
the 28 letters with which the world was created.
 

 

623. The third preparation is the cup of benediction, for which ten 
things were ordained: It requires washing, rinsing, crowning, 
wrapping, and must be undiluted, full, taken up with both hands, and 
placed in the right hand; he who says the blessing must look at it, it 
must be raised a handbreadth from the surface, and he must send it 
around to those members of his household as a present.
 

 

624. And according to the secret, IT IS THE SECRET OF the cup "full 
with the blessing of Hashem" (Devarim 33:23), for the numerical 
value of the word cup (Heb. kos) is the same as Elohim, WHICH IS 
BINAH, NAMELY MALCHUT ENCLOTHING IN BINAH. And from there 
comes the Neshamah that is named after it, cup, as it is written: "I 
will raise the cup of salvation" (Tehilim 116:13). What is the meaning 
of "salvation"? It is the five fingers THAT HOLD THE CUP, which 
correspond to the five Sfirot: CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD, AND YESOD, that are in the cup, which is the living 
Elohim which is Binah, that spreads THROUGH THE FIVE SFIROT to 
fifty gates, which are five times ten. That is, the letter Yud stands for 
the ten things that the sages ordained for the cup, which is the living 
Elohim, and the five (Hei) letters OF THE WORD ELOHIM, which are 
five in number, AND TEN TIMES FIVE COMES TO FIFTY GATES.
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625. And they taught about the cup that it needs washing and 
rinsing, where washing refers to the outside, rinsing to the inside. 
And the secret of the matter is that the inside and the outside OF 
THE CUP should be the same, for whoever has been privileged to 
receive a Neshamah from this cup, WHICH IS BINAH, SUCH A 
NESHAMAH MUST be pure both within and without. And the secret 
of the matter is: "and cleanse it, and hallow it" (Vayikra 16:19) with 
purification on the inside and sanctification on the outside. And just 
as the cup, whose purification and sanctification both inside and 
outside is only with water, so the purification and sanctification of 
the soul, both inside and outside, is only with the Torah. And this is 
why Rabban Gamliel said: No one whose inside does not correspond 
to his exterior may enter the academy house. This is because such a 
person is not from the Tree of Life, but from the Tree of Knowledge 
of Good and Evil, FOR WHOEVER IS LACKING HOLINESS ON THE 
OUTSIDE OR PURITY ON THE INSIDE IS A MIXTURE OF GOOD AND 
EVIL.
 

 

626. The crowning THAT IS STATED IN RESPECT OF THE CUP, they 
taught thus: He crowns it with pupils. And the secret is that Hei is 
the cup, NAMELY BINAH, and it is crowned with pupils, with the 
letter Yud, which is a diadem on the Hei, FOR THE PUPILS 
MULTIPLY AND DRAW DOWN CHOCHMAH. The wrapping THAT IS 
MENTIONED IN RESPECT TO THE CUP refers to the need to wrap 
the head, NAMELY TO COVER IT, because the Shechinah is over his 
head. For this is what the sages of the Mishnah taught: A scholar of 
the Law is forbidden to walk four cubits with his head uncovered 
because, "the whole earth is full of His glory" (Yeshayah 6:3). And 
even more so IS IT FORBIDDEN to go with uncovered head during a 
blessing or the mention of the Holy Name!
  

627. AND THE REASON FOR THE PROHIBITION OF GOING WITH 
UNCOVERED HEAD IS that the letter Yud of Yud Hei Vav Hei, WHICH 
IS CHOCHMAH, is enveloped in light (Heb. or - Aleph Vav Resh) and 
becomes air (Heb. avir - Aleph Vav Yud Resh), since the letter Yud, 
which is Chochmah, is in the air. And this is the light with which He 
enveloped himself when He created the world, as it is written: "Who 
covers Himself with light as with a garment" (Tehilim 104:2). Thus 
"Let there be light" (Beresheet 1:3) is 'Let there be air'. And the 
sages of Sitrei Torah taught: Before anything else was formed, the 
existences were formed. Thus: "Let there be light, and there was 
light" REFERS TO LIGHT that had existed previously.
  

628. AND REGARDING the 'undiluted' IN RESPECT TO THE CUP OF 
BLESSING, they taught: Undiluted from the barrel, WHICH MEANS 
THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE MIXED WITH ANY WATER THERE. And 
the secret is: The upper Shechinah, WHICH IS BINAH, is the eighth 
Sfirah OF THE TEN SFIROT, WHEN ONE STARTS TO COUNT from 
the bottom up, and is for that reason called 'Chet' (whose numerical 
value is eight). And this is alluded to in the verse: "Through wisdom 
a house (Heb. bayit) is built" (Mishlei 24:3). Hence a barrel (Heb. 
chavit - Chet Bet Yud Tav) IS THE LETTERS CHET AND BAYIT (BET 
YUD TAV). FOR THIS SHOWS THAT THE WINE, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN, IS TO BE DRAWN DOWN 
FROM BINAH, THAT IS CALLED 'BARREL', NAMELY CHET BAYIT. 
And because BINAH is life, as it is written. "She is a Tree of Life to 
those who lay hold on her" (Mishlei 3:18) therefore, the wine that is 
DRAWN DOWN from there, FROM BINAH, is undiluted (lit. 'live'). And 
this is the wine of the Torah, for whoever engages in it is called 'live'. 
And furthermore, the Righteous One, WHICH IS YESOD, is CALLED 
'live' and is undiluted from the barrel, BECAUSE ITS LIGHTS ARE 
DRAWN FROM BINAH, THAT IS CALLED 'BARREL', AS ABOVE.
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629. Wine comes in two colors, white and red. THE NUMERICAL 
VALUE OF WINE is seventy facets, this makes 72, AND THIS 
ALLUDES TO THE FACT THAT THE LIGHTS OF THE 72-LETTER 
NAME ILLUMINATE IN WINE. And corresponding to the two colors of 
the wine are 'Remember' and 'Keep', referring to the Shabbat, AND 
THESE, TOGETHER WITH the seventy words of the SHABBAT EVE 
Kiddush, make 72.
 

 

630. AND THE CUP OF BENEDICTION MUST BE full, as it is written: 
A cup "full with the blessing of Hashem" (Devarim 33:23); and also 
he HAS TO BE full of the wine of the Torah, and so must a person be 
perfect, as it is written: "a plain man" (Beresheet 25:27). THE 
MEANING OF THIS IS a perfect (Heb. shalem) man, as in the verse: 
"And Jacob came to Shalem" (Beresheet 33:18), NAMELY JACOB IS 
HERE CALLED 'PERFECT'. So also must the Neshamah be perfect, 
without any fault being in it, because "For whatever man he be that 
has a blemish, he shall not approach" (Vayikra 21:18). So also here, 
THE LETTERS OF Elohim: ALEPH LAMED HEI YUD MEM) can be re-
written as Aleph Lamed Mem with Yah (Yud Hei). And IT HAS the 
numerical value of cup (Heb. kos), WHICH IS 86. And Aleph Lamed 
Mem in reverse order is ('full') male: (Mem Lamed Aleph), AND THUS 
THE CUP HAS to be full, FOR THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE 
LETTERS OF THE WORD CUP IS THE SAME AS 'FULL OF 
YAH' (MALE YAH). For when is it full? When there is Yah there. And 
that is: "Because Yah has sworn by His throne" (Shemot 17:16), 
WHERE THE NAME IS NOT COMPLETE, BUT LACKS THE VAV HEI. 
The numerical value of Adonai, TREATING ALL TENS AS UNITS, IS 
the same as Vav Hei. The Central Column is full from both of them, 
OF THE YUD HEI AND THE VAV HEI. And therefore THE NAME OF 
Adam (lit. 'man') dwells upon it, which is the explicit Name, YUD VAV 
DALET; HEI, HEI ALEPH; VAV ALEPH VAV; HEI HEI ALEPH; WHICH 
HAS THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 'ADAM'.
 

 

631. REGARDING THE CUP OF BENEDICTION, THAT must be taken 
up with both hands, corresponding to the Torah which was written 
on two tablets of stone: And there were five commandments on the 
one tablet, corresponding to the five fingers of the right hand, and 
there were five commandments on the second tablet, corresponding 
to the five fingers of the left hand, that were given with the right, that 
is, the right hand, THAT IS TO SAY THAT THE FIVE OF THE LEFT 
WERE INCLUDED IN THE FIVE OF THE RIGHT. And for this reason IT 
IS WRITTEN: And he took in his hand "two tablets of stone" (Shemot 
34:4), and not 'in his hands,' NAMELY IN ONLY ONE HAND, WHICH 
WAS THE RIGHT, and this is as Scripture testifies: "from His right 
hand went a fiery law for them" (Devarim 33:2).
  

632. REGARDING THE INSTRUCTION THAT HE WHO SAYS THE 
BLESSING must look at the cup of benediction, this is because it 
corresponds to the Land of Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT 
ENCLOTHING BINAH, about which it is said: "the eyes of Hashem 
your Elohim are always upon it" (Devarim 11:12); and the eyes of 
heaven are the seventy (numerical value of the letter, AYIN, which, 
as a word, means 'eye') members of the Sanhedrin, with Moses and 
Aaron over them, they being the two upper eyes, NAMELY, 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, being one right eye and one left eye, 
amounting to 72, the same numerical value as the expression 'with 
wine' (Heb. beyayin). FOR THE SEVENTY MEMBERS OF THE 
SANHEDRIN CORRESPOND TO THE SEVEN SFIROT: CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD, AND MALCHUT, EACH 
ONE BEING COMPOSED OF TEN. AND OVER THEM ARE 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, WHICH ARE MOSES AND AARON, AND 
THIS IS THE SECRET OF HIS LOOKING AT IT, TO DRAW DOWN 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH TO THE CUP, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and 
this is the secret of why he who says the blessing must look at the 
cup.
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633. AND THE CUP OF BENEDICTION must be raised a handbreadth 
from the surface. Since the letter Hei OF YUD HEI VAV HEI is a cup, it 
has to be raised up to the letter Yud OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, which is 
CALLED 'a handbreadth', for the Hei is opened up in it with the five 
(Hei) fingers, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE FIFTY GATES OF 
BINAH. And he must send THE CUP OF BENEDICTION round to 
members of his household as present, NAMELY in order that his wife 
should be blessed, for she is THE SECRET OF the Nefesh, about 
which it is said: "but now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at 
all" (Bemidbar 11:6), and she is blessed and prepares fruits, as it is 
written: "Let the earth bring forth grass" (Beresheet 1:11).
 

 

634. And the fourth PREPARATION AT THE TABLE is that matters of 
Torah should be discussed over the table so that the verse "For all 
tables are full of vomit and filth" (Yeshayah 28:8) should not be 
fulfilled in him as it is with the ignorant. But it was taught in Sitrei (lit. 
'hidden') Torah: He who wants to grow rich turns to the north; 
namely he should place the table northwards, for the table is left, 
which is Judgment. He has, THEREFORE, to connect it to the right, 
which is the Torah that was given out of Chesed, which is Mercy, 
which is the right hand of Hashem.
 

 

635. And the fifth PREPARATION IN THE TABLE was taught by the 
sages of the Mishnah: The meal must be lengthened for the sake of 
the poor, THAT HE WILL BE ABLE TO GIVE THEM SOMETHING TO 
EAT. And the secret of the matter is that charity should lengthen his 
days, that he should not die young, just as does the Torah which is 
longevity for the Neshamah in two worlds: this world and the World 
to Come. Charity, likewise, is longevity for the body in two worlds, as 
it is written: "for He is your life, and the length of your 
days" (Devarim 30:20), which is interpreted to mean: 'your life' in this 
world, and 'the length of your days' in the World to Come. AND THE 
MEANING OF the World to Come for the body is at the resurrection 
of the dead, that after he rises at the resurrection of the dead, he will 
not die. And just as he will be in the World to Come so will he be in 
this world.
 

 

636. And the sixth CORRECTION is that he should not be a 
voracious glutton at the King's table, as was Esau, who said: "Give 
me to swallow" (Beresheet 25:30), by gulping it down, but by way of 
mastication, GRINDING THE FOOD WITH HIS TEETH. So, too, one 
who produces words of prayer or words of Torah from his mouth, 
should bring them out, chewed over, and complete; NAMELY, HE 
SHOULD CONSIDER THEM AND GO OVER THEM, AS THOUGH 
CHEWING THEM OVER, and not in a gulping fashion, imperfectly. 
And furthermore, because of the danger that the food might enter his 
trachea instead of his esophagus, HE MUST EAT BY WAY OF 
MASTICATING AND NOT GULPING.
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637. And the seventh PREPARATION is water at the end of the meal, 
as it has been taught: Water to wash the hands at the beginning of 
the meal is a precept and at the end of the meal is an obligation, 
while WATER in the middle (between courses) it is optional. With the 
water at the beginning of the meal, he has to raise his fingers up so 
that the dirty water will not run back and defile the hands. And there 
are sages who held the opinion that the water at the end of the meal 
is because of S'dom salt, lest it blind the eyes. They thereby 
removed from us the obligation, FOR TO WASH THE HANDS AT THE 
END OF THE MEAL IS NO MORE THAN GOOD ADVICE, IN ORDER 
NOT TO BLIND THE EYES, AND IS NOT OBLIGATORY. And there are 
secret matters with those who held that WATER TO WASH THE 
HANDS AT THE END OF THE MEAL is obligatory. And it is not good 
practice to contradict the words of the great, but to them may be 
applied the verse: "according to the sentence of the Torah which 
they shall teach you" (Devarim 17:11).
 

 

638. And furthermore, three sanctifications were stated in this 
connection, as it is written: "you shall therefore sanctify yourselves, 
and you shall be holy; for I am holy" (Vayikra 11:44). "sanctify 
yourselves" refers to the water for washing the hands at the 
beginning of the meal. "and you shall be holy" refers to the water at 
the end of the meal. "for...holy" is pleasant oil TO REMOVE THE 
DIRT FROM THE FINGERS. "I am Hashem" is a blessing. And the 
water in the middle is between cheese and meat, and this is why it is 
written: "you shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and you shall be 
holy; for I am holy." Happy is this people whose master places them 
near to Him, AND WHO IMBUES THEM WITH HIS HOLINESS!
 

 

639. So, too, COULD BE SAID, "sanctify yourselves" (Vayikra 11:44) 
refers to the time of sexual intercourse. The initial emission of a 
man's seed is a precept, NAMELY, KEEPING OF THE 
COMMANDMENT TO BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY, while the latter 
is THE SEED of the female, which is obligatory, THAT IS TO SAY: 
THE SEED OF THE MALE OBLIGATES HER TO PRODUCE SEED. 
And that in the middle WATERS is hinted at in "and curdled me like 
cheese" (Iyov 10:10), NAMELY, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, 
WHO GIVES SOLID FORM TO THE SEED FOR THE BUILDING UP OF 
THE EMBRYO, as it is written: "Have You not poured me out like 
milk, and curdled me like cheese?" And this is the allusion TO THE 
WATERS THAT ARE IN THE MIDDLE, between cheese and meat, for 
it is said about Him, ABOUT THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE: "You 
have clothed me with skin and flesh" (Ibid. 11).
 

 

640. The eighth PREPARATION is that at least three men must be 
present for the cup of benediction. Why? BECAUSE THE CUP 
ALLUDES TO BINAH, and Binah is the third of the ten Sfirot, WHEN 
COUNTING THEM from the top downwards, NAMELY, KETER-
CHOCHMAH-BINAH. For this reason, if less than three persons are 
present, the cup is not required. ANOTHER EXPLANATION WHY at 
least three persons must be present for the cup of benediction is 
that it refers to 'They call You thrice holy'. Furthermore, the Torah 
did not descend less than three, NAMELY: Priests, Levites, and 
Yisrael, WHICH ARE the Torah, Prophets, and Hagiographa, AND IT 
WAS GIVEN in the third month, on the third day. And this Binah is 
Yud Hei Vav OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
THREE COLUMNS. And in its regard they said: The night has three 
watches. And Malchut is the fourth Hei, WHICH RECEIVES ALL 
THREE OF THE COLUMNS, and about it they said: The night has four 
watches, CORRESPONDING TO THE THREE COLUMNS AND 
MALCHUT THAT RECEIVES THEM. And the letter Shin, with the three 
branches, corresponds to the three watches, while the letter Shin, 
with four branches, corresponds to the four watches.
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641. And the ninth PREPARATION is the cup of benediction, that is 
one-quarter of a Log, the amount corresponding to the letter Hei, 
WHICH IS the fourth LETTER of Yud Hei Vav Hei. And the tenth 
PREPARATION is that when there are ten people present, he WHO 
SAYS GRACE adds 'let us bless our Elohim'. THE REASON FOR 
THIS IS THAT the lower Shechinah, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is both 
fourth and tenth - the fourth letter of the name Yud Hei Vav Hei, and 
the tenth in the count of the ten Sfirot - WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF 
THE TEN LETTERS Yud Vav Dalet, Hei Aleph, Vav Aleph Vav, Hei 
Aleph. AND THEREFORE THE PRESENCE OF TEN PERSONS IS 
REQUIRED IN ORDER TO MENTION THE NAME 'OUR ELOHIM.' And 
a man must be very careful not to throw these matters in a place 
where he shouldn't, like one who throws away bread, and how much 
more so one who throws out from his table the bread of the Torah, 
for it is the Shechinah, about which it is said: "This is the table that 
is before Hashem" (Yechezkel 41:22). 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
93. Three who harm themselves 
Rabbi Shimon tells about the three ways a person can harm himself: by cursing himself, by throwing bread on the ground, and by kindling a light 
before the doxology is finished on Shabbat. He who commits the last of these three transgressions is considered to have profaned the Shabbat, and 
a special place in Gehenom is reserved for him.

642. And in the compilation of the first part, HE SAYS: There are 
three who cause harm to themselves, two of whom are in this world, 
and one in another world. And these are: The one who curses 
himself, as we have learnt; one official is appointed before man, and 
when a man curses himself this official together with his seventy 
appointed subordinates take that word and respond 'amen,' and they 
raise it up on high and judge it. And THE OFFICIAL follows him until 
he does something and then he puts into effect for him THE CURSE 
OF that word THAT HE UTTERED.
 

 

643. Who do we have that is greater than Moses, who said: "and if 
not, blot me, I pray you, out of Your book which You have 
written" (Shemot 32:32). This he said for the sake of Yisrael, and 
although the Holy One, blessed be He, did his wish AND FORGAVE 
YISRAEL, nevertheless he was not spared punishment, for it has 
already been noted that HIS NAME is not mentioned in the portion of 
Tetzaveh, but has been blotted out from there. And this has already 
been taught. And who do we have that is greater than King David, 
who said: "I said: I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my 
tongue: I will keep a curb on my mouth, while the wicked is before 
me" (Tehilim 39:2). What is the meaning of "while the wicked is 
before me"? This refers to that official who was appointed over the 
one WHO CURSES HIMSELF, and takes that word to harm a man, AS 
ABOVE.
 

 

644. And one WHO DOES HARM TO HIMSELF is the person who 
throws bread, or crumbs of bread, onto the ground, having no 
respect for it, as we have learnt. And these are the two WHO 
RECEIVE THEIR PUNISHMENT in this world. And the one WHO 
DOES HARM TO HIMSELF in another world is the person who 
kindles a light towards the end of the Shabbat, before Yisrael recite 
the doxology after the daily portion, DURING THE PASSAGES "OF 
VEATA KADOSH" AT THE END OF SHABBAT. And such a one is 
considered as a profaner of the Shabbat because he causes the fire 
of Gehenom to be kindled before its time.
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645. There is a special place in Gehenom for those who profane the 
Shabbat. And since he kindles the light before its time, a certain 
official exists in Gehenom on the end of Shabbat, and he first lights 
that place and says: This spot is for so-and-so. And all the wicked 
ones who are in Gehenom help him to light up that spot, and that 
official calls out, saying: "Behold, Hashem will thrust you about with 
a mighty throw, and will seize you firmly" (Yeshayah 22:17). And the 
wicked who are in Gehenom respond: "He will violently roll and toss 
you like a ball into a large country: there shall you die" (Ibid. 18). 
And this is because he caused them to be kindled before time and 
this makes three who cause harm to themselves, as we have learnt.
 

 

 
 
94. Three Yuds in the Yud Hei Vav Hei fully spelled with Yud amounting to 63 
Rabbi Shimon tells Moses that in the future he will be exalted above all creatures because he ascended to the Name Yud Hei Vav Hei fully spelled 
out.

646. Another explanation: "And he dreamed, and behold a 
ladder" (Beresheet 28:12). Faithful Shepherd, just as the letter 
Lamed ascends higher than all the other letters, BECAUSE THE 
LAMED ALLUDES TO BINAH, so will you in the future be exalted 
above all creatures because you ascended to the name Yud Vav 
Dalet, Hei Yud, Vav Aleph Vav, Hei Yud, WHOSE NUMERICAL VALUE 
IS 63, WHICH IS BINAH. And in it THERE ARE THREE YUDS, Yud 
Yud Yud, the numerical value of them making Lamed (= thirty). For 
initially you were in the name Yud Vav Dalet, Hei Aleph, Vav Aleph 
Vav, Hei Aleph, WHICH HAS THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 45, WHICH 
IS ZEIR ANPIN. It contains Yud Aleph Aleph Aleph, THE NUMERICAL 
VALUE OF WHICH IS THIRTEEN, which stands for the thirteen 
attributes of Mercy, AND HAS THE SAME NUMERICAL VALUE AS 
THE WORD One (Heb. echad - Aleph Chet Dalet = thirteen). And now 
you have ascended with El (=31), which is Yud Yud Aleph Yud OF 
THE FULL SPELLING OF 63. And both of these Names are 
witnesses, "has not one El created us?" (Malachi 2:10). FOR THE 
YUD YUD ALEPH YUD OF YUD HEI VAV HEI, FULLY SPELLED OF 
THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 63 HAS THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 
THE WORD EL, AND THE ALEPH-FILLING OF THE THE YUD HEI VAV 
HEI, YUD ALEPH ALEPH ALEPH IS THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE 
WORD ONE (Heb. ECHAD).. Hence it is written: "Have we not all one 
father? has not one El created us?" (Malachi 2:10)
 

 

647. And with these three Yuds OF THE 63 NUMERIC VALUE-
LETTER NAME may the verse be established in you: "He shall be 
exalted and extolled, and be very high" (Yeshayah 52:13). "VERY 
(Heb. ME'OD) HIGH" REFERS TO YUD HEI VAV HEI OF THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF 45, which is the numerical value of the word 
me'od (Mem Aleph Dalet), which is the same as man (Heb. adam - 
Aleph Dalet Mem), 45, and in fact the letters of the word 'very' are the 
same as those of the word 'man', written in a different order. "He 
shall be exalted" is in the four faces of the lion, WHICH IS CHESED 
THAT RISES TO CHOCHMAH, which is the secret of "Hashem bless 
you" (Bemidbar 6:24), THIS BEING THE SECRET OF YUD HEI VAV 
HEI FULLY SPELLED TO THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 72, THUS: 
YUD VAV DALET, HEI YUD, VAV YUD VAV, HEI YUD; WHICH IS THE 
NUMERICAL VALUE OF CHESED, AND THIS IS CHOCHMAH OF THE 
RIGHT. "and extolled" is through the four faces of ox, WHICH IS 
GVURAH THAT RISES TO BINAH, namely: "Hashem lift 
up" (Bemidbar 6:26), AND THIS IS BINAH of the left. "and be very 
high" is "Hashem make His face shine" (Bemidbar 6:25), WHICH IS 
ZEIR ANPIN, AND IS in the middle, AND IS YUD HEI VAV HEI, FULLY 
SPELLED TO THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 45. And this Yud Vav 
Dalet, Hei Yud, Vav Aleph Vav, Hei Yud, WHICH IS YUD HEI VAV HEI, 
FULLY SPELLED TO THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 63, is, "Hashem 
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lift up His countenance to you, and give you peace" (Bemidbar 6:26). 
The fourth Yud Hei Vav Hei, NAMELY, THAT FILLED WITH HEIS OF 
THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 52 IS MALCHUT, AND THIS is: "And 
they shall put my name upon the children of Yisrael: and I will bless 
them" (Bemidbar 6:27), FOR MALCHUT IS CALLED 'NAME.'
 

 
 
95. As a flame connected to a burning coal 
We hear of the waters of the Torah emerging from the smooth precious stones that were derived from the stone called Malchut. The further 
explanation is that the Torah is actually the secret of Light because it consists of both Chassadim and Chochmah. From the right-hand side Malchut 
is called a stone, but from the left it is called a burning coal, and this appellation speaks to the vengeance that will be taken against the enemies of 
Yisrael. Rabbi Shimon talks about the events that will happen at the end of the Exile, when the two Messiahs will be connected with the Faithful 
Shepherd. At that time the Klipot that surround the Shechinah will be shattered into pieces and one of the three stones will be revealed. We are told 
that the Faithful Shepherd issues from upper Ima and spreads throughout the six Sfirot to the Righteous One, and from there it waters the Garden 
that is the Shechinah.

648. From the right-hand side, MALCHUT is called 'a stone'; and a 
number of smooth precious stones, NAMELY, STONES THAT ISSUE 
WATER, are to be derived from it. From them issue the waters of the 
Torah, about which we have learnt: Rabbi Akiva said to his disciples, 
When you reach stones of pure marble, do not say: Water, water, lest 
you endanger your souls. THE MEANING OF THIS IS: Do not say that 
these waters OF MALCHUT are real waters, NAMELY, ONLY 
CHASSADIM, because "he that tells lies shall not remain in my 
sight" (Tehilim 101:7). For these waters THAT ARE IN MALCHUT are 
Torah; THAT IS TO SAY THAT THEY ARE DRAWN DOWN FROM 
ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS CALLED 'TORAH', AND IS COMPOSED OF 
CHOCHMAH AND CHASSADIM TOGETHER, AND IS THEREFORE 
THE SECRET OF LIGHT AND NOT OF WATER, WHICH INDICATES 
CHASSADIM WITHOUT CHOCHMAH, for it is said about it: "and 
Torah is light" (Mishlei 6:23). And since this light stems from a 
spring "whose waters fail not" (Yeshayah 58:11), FOR ZEIR ANPIN 
RECEIVES THIS LIGHT FROM UPPER ABA AND IMA WHOSE 
MATING IS FOREVER UNINTERRUPTED, AND THERE, WITH ABA 
AND IMA, IT IS CHASSADIM, it is therefore called 'water', WHICH IS 
CHASSADIM. HOWEVER, WHEN THE CHASSADIM COME TO ZEIR 
ANPIN, THEY ARE COMPOSED OF CHOCHMAH ALSO, AND ARE 
CALLED 'LIGHT'. AND THIS IS THE SECRET OF "AND TORAH IS 
LIGHT."
 

 

649. And from the left-hand side, this stone, which is Yud, NAMELY, 
MALCHUT, is called 'a burning coal', NAMELY, BY VIRTUE OF THE 
POWER OF THE JUDGMENTS OF THE LEFT THAT BURN IN IT, 
whence the ten Sfirot ARE REFERRED TO as a flame joined to a 
burning coal. And it has four hues, NAMELY, THE FOUR LETTERS 
OF THE SIMPLE YUD HEI VAV HEI, and they are ten, NAMELY, THE 
TEN LETTERS OF YUD HEI VAV HEI FULLY SPELLED WITH 
ALEPHS: Yud Vav Dalet, Hei Aleph, Vav Aleph Vav, Hei Aleph. 
TOGETHER THIS MAKES FOURTEEN LETTERS. And it is the great 
hand (= fourteen) FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF the right WHICH IS 
CHESED, the mighty hand FROM THE POINT OF VIEW of the left 
WHICH IS GVURAH, WHILE FROM THE POINT OF VIEW of the 
Central Column it is an upraised hand. It is thus composed of 42 
hues, THIS BEING THE SUM OF THREE TIMES FOURTEEN (= HAND).
 

 

650. And since from the point of view of the right it is a stone, and 
from the point of view of the left it is a burning coal, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, takes vengeance with it from Ishmael and Edom, 
WHO ARE DERIVED FROM THE WASTE MATTERS OF RIGHT AND 
LEFT. For they are strange fires OF OTHER SIDE and the proud 
waters, WHERE ISHMAEL IS PROUD WATERS AND EDOM IS 
STRANGE FIRES, and their appointed officials are Samael and 
Serpent. Samael, who is the fire of Gehenom, is appointed over the 
nation of Esau, and Serpent is appointed over the nation of Ishmael, 
and this is THE ANGEL Rahav, who is in charge of the waters.
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651. From the right of Abraham, whose level is Chesed, He takes 
vengeance on Ishmael and his official, and from the left of Isaac, 
whose level is Fear, NAMELY, GVURAH, He takes vengeance on 
Esau and his appointed official by means of two Messiahs, one of 
whom, Messiah son of David, is from the right, while the other, 
Messiah son of Joseph, is from the left. And the level of Jacob, 
WHICH IS TIFERET, IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, that corresponds to 
them, in the secret of "changing his hands" (Beresheet 48:14) - the 
lion, to the left, CORRESPONDING TO ESAU, and the ox to the right, 
CORRESPONDING to Ishmael. And since Judah was exiled in Esau, 
it follows that the right of holiness is with the left of Esau, and 
likewise IN THE EXILE OF ISHMAEL the left of holiness is TO BE 
FOUND with the impure right of Ishmael. ACCORDINGLY, IT 
FOLLOWS THAT MESSIAH SON OF DAVID, WHICH IS RIGHT, WILL 
TAKE VENGEANCE ON ESAU, WHILE MESSIAH SON OF JOSEPH, 
WHICH IS LEFT, WILL TAKE VENGEANCE ON ISHMAEL. "Until 
Shiloh come" (Beresheet 49:10), which verse is read as meaning: 
Until Shiloh comes, WHERE THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF SHILOH IS 
THE SAME AS THAT OF MOSES, who is the Faithful Shepherd, 
whose level is Tiferet Yisrael, WHICH IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN. He 
will take vengeance from the mixed multitude, FOR THE MIXED 
MULTITUDE IS COMPOSED OF THE RIGHT AND LEFT OF IMPURITY, 
AND SO THE CENTRAL COLUMN, WHICH IS COMPOSED OF THE 
RIGHT AND LEFT OF HOLINESS, WILL BE AVENGED ON THEM.
 

 

652. In these three grades, RIGHT, LEFT AND CENTER, AS ABOVE, 
the priests, Levites, and Yisrael will be recalled from the Exile, FOR 
THEY ARE DRAWN DOWN FROM THESE THREE COLUMNS. And in 
them, IN THE THREE COLUMNS, He takes vengeance upon Esau, 
Ishmael, and the mixed multitude, for just as the mixed multitude is 
intermixed with Esau and Ishmael, NAMELY, CONTAINING RIGHT 
AND LEFT OF IMPURITY, so Jacob, WHO IS THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN, is composed of Abraham and Isaac, WHICH ARE RIGHT 
AND LEFT, for he is a mixture of the two of them. And so, too, 
Shiloh, WHICH IS MOSES, WHO IS ALSO THE CENTRAL COLUMN, 
AS ABOVE, is intermixed with Messiah son of David, WHICH IS THE 
RIGHT SIDE, AND WITH Messiah son of Joseph, WHICH IS THE LEFT 
SIDE, and he will be the chain THAT INCORPORATES AND 
CONNECTS the two of them, as at the time that Bilaam saw in his 
prophecy, NAMELY, "UNTIL SHILOH COME" (BERESHEET 49:10). 
For thus the two Messiahs are connected with the Faithful Shepherd, 
THIS BEING THE SECRET OF the three patriarchs, NAMELY, THE 
THREE COLUMNS, AS ABOVE, in the final exile. AND THEY WILL 
THUS HAVE THE POWER TO WIN AND DESTROY ALL THE KLIPOT 
THAT CORRESPOND TO THE THREE COLUMNS OF HOLINESS, AS 
ABOVE.
 

 

653. He began by quoting: "He has not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 
neither has He seen perverseness in Yisrael; Hashem his Elohim is 
with him, and the trumpet blasts of the King is among 
them" (Bemidbar 23:21). And all this is to fulfill the scriptural verse: 
"But with great compassion will I gather you" (Yeshayah 54:7). And 
at that time, the Klipot that surround the Shechinah will be shattered 
into pieces, and immediately one of the three stones will be revealed. 
And the three stones are Segolta THAT IS THE SECRET OF 
MALCHUT, WHICH IS THE APEX OF THE SEGOLTA IN THE TONAL 
NOTES, and about these THREE POINTS, it is said: "Now it came to 
pass in the thirtieth year" (Yechezkel 1:1). THIS IS THE SECRET OF 
THE THREE YUDS, Yud, Yud, Yud, WHERE EACH OF THE THREE 
POINTS THAT MAKE UP THE SEGOLTA IS A YUD, AND THE 
NUMERICAL SUM OF THREE YUDS IS THIRTY. "in the fourth 
month" (Ibid.) refers to the fourth stone, WHICH IS NETZACH. "on 
the fifth day of the month" refers to the fifth stone, WHICH IS HOD. 
Corresponding to them is: "and chose five smooth stones out of the 
brook" (I Shmuel 17:40), THESE BEING THE SECRET OF CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH AND HOD, THAT ARE TAKEN FROM 
YESOD THAT INCORPORATES ALL OF THEM, AND IS CALLED 
'BROOK'. And corresponding to them are the five words: "Hear O 
Yisrael, Hashem our Elohim, Hashem." (Devarim 6:4).
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654. "as I was among the exiles" (Yechezkel 1:1). This is the 
Shechinah, WHICH IS CALLED 'I', in which the Holy One, blessed be 
He, is One (Heb. ECHAD), BECAUSE ZEIR ANPIN IS ALEPH CHET OF 
ECHAD (ALEPH CHET DALET), AND THE SHECHINAH IS DALET OF 
ECHAD. The Vav (lit. 'as') is added to 'as I' FOR IT IS WRITTEN 'AS I' 
is the river, which is the Righteous One, Life of the Worlds, NAMELY, 
YESOD. AND HE EXPLAINED HIS WORDS: "And a river went out of 
Eden to water the garden" (Beresheet 2:10). What is meant by Eden? 
This is Binah (Bet Yud Nun Hei). The river that went out OF BINAH 
WHICH IS EDEN is Vav, the son (Heb. ben - Bet Nun) of Yud Hei, 
NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, which is the level of the Faithful Shepherd. 
And the Faithful Shepherd, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, issues from upper 
Ima, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF EDEN, and spreads throughout the 
six Sfirot: CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD, to the Righteous One, WHICH IS YESOD. And from there, 
FROM YESOD, it waters the Garden, which is the Shechinah, AND 
SO THE VAV (LIT. 'AS') OF 'I' THEREFORE ALLUDES TO YESOD 
THAT WATERS IT.
 

 

655. IT IS WRITTEN: "BY THE RIVER KEVAR" (YECHEZKEL 1:1). 
What is Kevar (Caf Bet Resh)? HE ANSWERS THAT Caf ALLUDES 
TO Keter, Bet TO Binah, AND Resh TO the beginning of (Heb. Reshit) 
Chochmah. Keter is on the right side; Chochmah is on the left side; 
Binah is in the center. And they form a Chariot (Heb. rechev - Resh 
Caf Bet) on high for the Prime Cause, INFINITY. All ten of the Sfirot 
are included in the river, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, which spreads as far 
as the Righteous One, WHICH IS YESOD, that IS CALLED 'All', AS it 
is All inclusive, containing WITHIN IT all THE SFIROT, and about it 
was it said: "The tree grew, and was strong... and on it was food for 
all" (Daniel 4:8-9). Everything depends on it. When EZEKIEL saw the 
Shechinah among the Klipot, he saw ten Sfirot with it. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
  

 
 
96. Fine flour for an offering 
We learn that the fine flour should be composed of both the right and left side.

656. IT IS WRITTEN: "fine flour for a meal offering" (Bemidbar 28:5); 
that is, that this fine flour, WHICH IS MALCHUT, should be brought 
before the Supreme King for a meal offering between the two arms; 
THAT IS TO SAY THAT IT SHOULD BE COMPOSED OF THE TWO 
ARMS, WHICH ARE CHESED AND GVURAH, THE RIGHT SIDE AND 
THE LEFT SIDE. 
Moses explains the flour by talking about Isaac, the left hand of Zeir 
Anpin, and Abraham, the right hand of Zeir Anpin. He says the fine 
flour is the lower Shechinah, as it has no connotation of darkness. 
Just as the chaff and straw have to be removed from the grain 
during threshing, Yisrael must remove any dark ones that become 
intermingled with them. Moses says that darkness is the Evil 
Inclination. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
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657. And in the first compilation of the part, the Faithful Shepherd 
said: From this, FROM WHAT THE ZOHAR SAYS ABOUT "THE FINE 
FLOUR FOR A MEAL OFFERING" BEING BETWEEN THE TWO 
ARMS, it must be understood that these are hidden matters that 
have to be explained to the companions. It is said about Abraham 
and Isaac, who instituted the morning and afternoon prayers: "My 
hand also has laid the foundation of the earth" (Yeshayah 48:13), 
which refers to Isaac, WHO IS THE LEFT HAND OF ZEIR ANPIN, "and 
My right hand has spanned the heavens" refers to Abraham, WHO IS 
THE RIGHT HAND OF ZEIR ANPIN. Their levels are Chesed and Fear, 
as it is said about them: "Hashem has sworn by His right hand, and 
by the arm of His strength" (Yeshayah 62:8), which are the two arms 
to the King, which is the Yud Hei Vav Hei, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, the 
Central Column. And His fine flour is the lower Shechinah, NAMELY, 
MALCHUT, which is His light, THAT IS OF ZEIR ANPIN, and is clean 
fine flour from His sides, NAMELY, WHEN CLEAVING TO HIS RIGHT 
AND LEFT SIDES, without blemish of darkness, and without any 
implication of contaminated darkness. For such is the relationship of 
light to darkness, as clean grain is to chaff and straw. MALCHUT IS 
THEREFORE TERMED FINE FLOUR WHEN IT IS WITHOUT ANY 
INTIMATION OF DARKNESS.
 

 

658. But in the iniquities of Yisrael, dark ones become mixed up with 
the luminous ones. And just as a man threshes the grain and then 
makes his selection OF THE WHEAT FROM THE CHAFF AND 
STRAW, like one picking out food from amongst rubbish, so it is 
with Yisrael that, when dark ones become intermingled with them, 
they have to make AND CORRECT their spirits. And the secret of the 
matter is contained in the verse: "The sacrifices of Elohim are a 
broken spirit" (Tehilim 51:19). For darkness - which is the Evil 
Inclination that covers the spirit as the chaff that covers the grain or 
as the cloud that covers the sun not allowing it to give light - is 
broken.
 

 

659. And in the time when darkness, which is the Evil Inclination, 
covers the Good Inclination, the latter, which is light, is like one who 
is imprisoned in the prison of the Evil Inclination. And so, too, when 
the Good Inclination is imprisoned in the domain of the Evil 
Inclination, the hosts of the Good Inclination are also imprisoned in 
the domain of the hosts of the Evil Inclination. And when a person 
breaks his spirit in all his limbs before Hashem, what does Scripture 
say? "That you may say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are 
in darkness, Show yourselves" (Yeshayah 49:9).
 

 

660. But the Shechinah is pure fine flour, in which darkness and 
gloom can not become mixed up. And it is as a vine that rejects a 
graft of another sort, that is not of its type. And this fine flour dwells 
between the arms of the King, NAMELY CHESED and GVURAH, 
"mingled with...beaten oil" (Bemidbar 28:5). 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
97. "Mingled with...beaten oil" 
Rabbi Shimon asks for an explanation of the word "beaten" in the title verse, and he is told that it has to do with drawing an emanation down from 
above. The righteous one is the one who crushes the holy olives for the anointing oil with his perfect longing for Malchut.
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661. "mingled with...beaten oil" (Bemidbar 28:5). Oil refers to that oil 
that is poured out and issues from on high, FROM CHOCHMAH OF 
THE RIGHT SIDE. Rabbi Shimon said: What you have said is good, 
but how do you explain "beaten"? HE ANSWERS, it is a divine 
secret. Since we are talking about oil, what is "beaten"? It is an 
allusion to the mating with the Female, NAMELY, MALCHUT, to draw 
down to her beaten oil as is fitting for her, FROM UPPER 
CHOCHMAH, which is none other than beaten in order to extract OIL 
from the olives, which are the limbs of the body, NAMELY, THE 
SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, TERMED BODY, and to draw that emanation 
down from above, FROM UPPER CHOCHMAH, with each and every 
limb.
 

 

662. And the Righteous one, WHICH IS YESOD, is the one who 
crushes with pestles and extracts from all those upper limbs, FROM 
THE SFIROT of ZEIR ANPIN, that are holy olives, anointing oil, with a 
perfect longing for the Female, WHICH IS MALCHUT. But if he does 
not crush them, that oil will issue forth only without the longing of 
the limbs, and the Female will have no enjoyment from that 
emanation, AND THE OIL, WHICH IS THE LIGHT OF CHOCHMAH, will 
not be fitting until it is a blend of all the limbs. Therefore it is written: 
"mingled with...beaten oil," IN ORDER to enjoy it and be nourished 
from it. 
Moses furthers the explanation of the same topic, and he gives 
information about the three brains - of memory, of thought, and of 
imagination. He says that imagination and memory ascend from the 
heart and the thoughts descend to them to the heart, where they are 
welcomed as a king. Moses also brings in the factor of the four faces 
of the Holy Beasts. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

663. The Faithful Shepherd said TO RABBI SHIMON: holy luminary, 
how sweet are your words! It is certainly said here "mingled with...
beaten oil," and it says there, in the Oral Law, that it is blended in 
Bible, Mishnah, and Talmud. And there is yet a second secret here in 
"mingled with...beaten oil." It is certainly not the Torah that is 
mingled IN BIBLE, MISHNAH, AND TALMUD, but only for the person 
who suffers a number of chastisements because of it, as the sages 
of the Mishnah taught: The Torah is only upheld by one who kills 
himself for it. And they said further: When you trudge from county to 
county TO LEARN TORAH, you will be privileged to see the face of 
the Shechinah.
 

 

664. Again: "mingled with... beaten oil": This refers to one who keeps 
the injunction: You shall eat bread with salt, "You shall drink also 
water by measure" (Yechezkel 4:11). Again, "mingled with...beaten 
oil" corresponds to "But he was wounded because of our 
transgressions, bruised because of our iniquities" (Yeshayah 53:5). 
And again, "mingled with...beaten oil" refers to the Righteous One, 
Life of the Worlds, WHICH IS YESOD, that draws down holy drops 
that are olive-sized crumbs from the upper brain, WHICH IS UPPER 
CHOCHMAH, which are one tenth measure corresponding to Yud, 
two tenth measures to Yud, Yud, and three tenth measures to Yud, 
Yud, Yud. And these are: a tenth measure for a lamb and two tenth 
measures for the ram and three tenth measures for a bullock.
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665. And the secret of the matter is as they said in Tractate Taanit: 
Not one drop (of rain) descends from above without two drops 
coming up to meet it FROM BELOW. And they are in this secret: And 
their allusion corresponds to three brains: of memory, of thought, 
and of imagination. Imagination and memory ascend from the heart, 
the thoughts descend to them to the heart, AND THE IMAGINATION 
AND THE MEMORY welcome them as a king. Because this man, 
which is thought, mounts and controls the third living creature, 
descending on it to the two living creatures that open their wings to 
receive it, just as a Cholam placed over a Tzere becomes a Segolta. 
And this is upper Keter over Chochmah and Binah.
 

 

666. One tenth measure and two tenth measures allude to the three 
living creatures of the upper Chariot, that are called 'Greatness', 
WHICH IS CHESED, Gvurah, and Tiferet. Three tenth measures 
allude to Netzach, Hod, and Yesod, in which is the second, LOWER, 
Chariot. The fourth part of a hin is holy Malchut, which is Hei, the 
fourth letter of the Yud Hei Vav Hei, in which are the four faces of a 
man. FOR IN CHESED THERE ARE FOUR FACES OF A LION; IN 
GVURAH THERE ARE FOUR FACES OF AN OX; AND IN TIFERET 
THERE ARE FOUR FACES OF AN EAGLE; WHILE IN MALCHUT ARE 
THE FOUR FACES OF A MAN. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
We are told that Malchut is a continual burnt offering that rises to 
God every single day, ascending to the Divine Thought that has no 
end. This is why a burnt offering is only required for sinful 
meditation of the heart, which is thought.
 

 

667. "a fourth part of a hin" (Bemidbar 28:14) refers to the fourth leg 
of the divine Throne, WHICH IS BINAH, THAT HAS FOUR LEGS, 
NAMELY: CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET OF ZEIR ANPIN AND 
MALCHUT. AND MALCHUT "is a continual burnt offering (Heb. 
olah)" (Ibid. 6) to Him every single day, AND IT ASCENDS (HEB. 
OLAH) to the Divine Thought that has no end; and therefore a burnt 
offering SACRIFICE is due only for sinful meditation of the heart, 
WHICH IS THOUGHT.
 

 

 
 
98. Zarka, Makaf, Shofar Holech, Segolta 
Moses talks about the three beasts that are twelve tribes. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)

668. And in the compilation of the first part, the Faithful Shepherd 
said: "This crown that is called zarka is Yud, which is the fourth 
SFIRAH TO CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET, NAMELY, MALCHUT. 
AND IS CALLED 'ZARKA' BECAUSE IT IS CAST (HEB. NIZREKET) AS 
FAR AS THE DIVINE THOUGHT THAT HAS NO END, AS ABOVE IN 
THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH. So also the living creature whose 
name is man, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and its four faces, which are THE 
FOUR LETTERS OF the Yud Hei Vav Hei, ARE Makaf, Shofar, Holech, 
Segolta and this is three living creatures which are twelve tribes. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
We are told that the continual burnt offering is on each of the six 
Days of Creation, with a double offering on the Shabbat that adds 
light and perfection to it.
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669. The continual burnt offering is the fourth leg of the Divine 
Throne, namely, MALCHUT. It is an offering continually on each one 
of the six Days of Creation, NAMELY: CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, while on the Shabbat it 
is a double portion offering, so that light and perfection should be 
added to it, as is fitting and this we have already learned. 
The Faithful Shepherd tells why "A crown they shall give You" is 
recited in the additional service, the Musaf. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

670. In the first part, the Faithful Shepherd said: In six Sfirot Malchut 
ascends continually to the Vav, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, that is held 
by them. It is the son of Yud Hei, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, HAVING 
THE MOCHIN OF YAH, which is hidden in Binah. And in a certain 
Sfirah of the six SFIROT THAT ARE IN MALCHUT, NAMELY, TIFERET 
OF MALCHUT THAT INCLUDES ALL SIX OF ITS SFIROT, she 
ascends to ZEIR ANPIN. This is on the third day, NAMELY, WITH HIS 
THIRD SFIRAH, that is called 'Tiferet', WHICH IS ALSO COMPOSED 
OF ALL SIX OF HIS SFIROT. BUT THE UPPER THREE SFIROT ARE 
MISSING, BECAUSE ALTHOUGH AT THE TIME OF THE OFFERING 
OF THE SACRIFICE, HE HAS THE SIX INTERMEDIATE SFIROT OF 
BINAH, NAMELY YISRAEL-SABA AND TEVUNAH, THEY ARE 
NEVERTHELESS NOT CONSIDERED AS THE REAL MOCHIN OF THE 
UPPER THREE SFIROT, FOR YISRAEL-SABA AND TEVUNAH ARE 
ALSO THE SIX INTERMEDIATE SFIROT OF BINAH. BUT on the 
Shabbat day, added to him is an extra Nefesh which is Binah, 
namely, the upper Hei OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI; THAT IS: IT 
ASCENDS TO UPPER ABA AND IMA, NAMELY, THE UPPER THREE 
SFIROT OF BINAH, AND THEN IT ALSO HAS Yud, which is the sign 
of the Shabbat, NAMELY, upper Chochmah; AND ALSO the King, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, is adorned with a crown, NAMELY, KETER, 
CHOCHMAH, AND BINAH OF BINAH. And for this reason 'A crown 
they shall give You' IS RECITED in the additional service (Musaf).
 

 

 
 
99. Bring an atonement over me 
We hear about the two points of the Segol that are two kings, and we learn that both the burnt offering and the sin offering are the secret of Malchut. 
The essential thrust of this section has to do with the attributes of Judgment and Mercy.

671. "And in the beginning (lit. 'heads') of your moons" (Bemidbar 
28:11). HE ASKS: How many heads does the moon have, THAT YOU 
SAY, "IN THE HEADS OF YOUR MOONS"? AND HE ANSWERS: 
There are two points, thus: ((( Segol, where the lower dot is the 
moon, NAMELY, MALCHUT. Its two heads are the two dots over and 
ABOVE IT, AND TOGETHER THEY ARE CALLED 'Segol'. Initially it 
was a crown over two kings, NAMELY, NETZACH and HOD OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, thus: (((, which is the form of the Segolta AS A TONAL 
CANTILLATION SIGN; and afterwards, when it said that it is not 
possible for two kings to use one crown, the Holy One, blessed be 
He, said to it: 'Go and contract yourself,' it descended to the feet of 
those two kings, NAMELY, BELOW NETZACH AND HOD, thus 
((( becoming a Segol. And where it had been a Segolta, it became a 
Segol.
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672. And the secret of the matter is that corresponding to the two 
points, which are the two kings, NAMELY, NETZACH AND HOD OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, is the allusion to "two young bullocks" (Ibid.); and 
corresponding to the one point which is the diadem on the head OF 
THE TWO POINTS, the Scripture said "and one ram" (Ibid.), like a 
crown, which is just one. AND THIS IS ACCORDING TO THE SHAPE 
OF THE SEGOLTA, WHERE MALCHUT IS A CROWN OVER NETZACH 
AND HOD. And after she said: It is impossible for two kings to use 
one crown, and contracted herself, it also CONTRACTED "And one 
kid of the goats for a sin offering" (Ibid. 15), for the ram of Isaac, 
WHICH IS THE LEFT COLUMN OF BINAH, WHICH MALCHUT 
ENCLOTHED IN THE FIRST STATE, CONTRACTED AND became a he-
goat, for it changed from Mercy to Judgment and contracted. FOR 
THE AREA ABOVE THE CHEST OF ZEIR ANPIN IS MERCY, AND 
THAT BELOW THE CHEST OF ZEIR ANPIN IS JUDGMENT. HE 
THEREFORE CONTRACTED FROM A RAM TO BEING A HE-GOAT, 
WHICH TEACHES ABOUT JUDGMENT.
 

 

673. And this is why THE SCRIPTURE SAYS: "And one kid of the 
goats for a sin offering," and not for a burnt offering (lit. 'ascent'), 
WHICH WOULD HAVE MEANT THAT IT ASCENDS to be a crown 
OVER NETZACH AND HOD. And how do we know that there is 
descent in a sin offering? From the verse: "and came down from 
offering the sin offering" (Vayikra 9:22). And why did he combine the 
sin offering with the burnt offering in the descent? This is to teach 
that initially there was a burnt offering, which is the attribute of 
Mercy, NAMELY, FROM THE CHEST AND UPWARDS OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, WHICH IS THE PLACE OF MERCY, and later it became 
Judgment in the descent TO BELOW THE CHEST OF ZEIR ANPIN, 
WHICH IS THE PLACE OF JUDGMENT, and is called 'a sin offering'. 
And it is all one, FOR BOTH THE BURNT OFFERING AND THE SIN 
OFFERING ARE THE SECRET OF MALCHUT.
 

 

674. And this is why THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, WHO IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, SAID: 'Bring atonement over Me, for the moon was certainly 
a crown over Me,' PRIOR TO THE CONTRACTION, NAMELY, A 
CROWN ABOVE NETZACH AND HOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, thus: ((( and 
subsequently it contracted and descended to His feet, NAMELY, 
BENEATH NETZACH AND HOD, THAT ARE CALLED 'LEGS', thus: (((. 
And at the time OF 'bring over Me atonement', NAMELY, WHEN THE 
HE-GOAT OF THE NEW MOON IS SACRIFICED TO ATONE FOR THE 
CONTRACTION OF THE MOON, it is said about it, "It is the burnt 
offering (lit. 'ascent')" (Vayikra 6:3), for it ascends from His feet, and 
it is THEN said about it: "and the earth is My footstool" (Yeshayah 
66:1), WHERE THE EARTH IS MALCHUT. NOW IT RISES TO BE A 
THRONE FOR BINAH, TOGETHER WITH ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS 
CALLED 'HEAVEN', so that it can be said about it: "The heaven is My 
throne" (Ibid.), FOR THE HEAVENS, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN 
TOGETHER WITH MALCHUT, BECOME A THRONE FOR BINAH. And 
this is the secret of the verse "just, ruling in the fear of Elohim" (II 
Shmuel 23:3). For he turns Judgment into Mercy, FOR BY MEANS OF 
THE HE-GOAT OF THE NEW MOON, CHOCHMAH AND CHASSADIM 
ARE DRAWN DOWN TO HER, SO THAT SHE CAN RETURN TO THE 
CHEST AND UPWARDS OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS THE PLACE OF 
MERCY. THIS, HOWEVER, IS EFFECTIVE ONLY AT THE TIME OF 
THE SACRIFICE, AND NOT SUBSEQUENTLY, FOR THIS 
CORRECTION IS NOT COMPLETED UNTIL THE END OF THE 
CORRECTION. And the secret of the matter is contained in the verse: 
"The stone which the builders rejected has become the head stone 
of the corner" (Tehilim 118:22). And likewise THERE IS THE 
COMBINATION: Hei Vav Hei Yud, WHICH TEACHES ABOUT THE 
ATTRIBUTE OF JUDGMENT, AND THERE IS THE COMBINATION: 
Yud Hei Vav Hei, THAT TEACHES ABOUT THE ATTRIBUTE OF 
MERCY.
 

 

 
 
100. The moon has contracted itself 
The Faithful Shepherd says that the lambs of the sacrifice correspond to the Sfirot and to the seven days of the moon.
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675. Furthermore, the one lamb and "two lambs of the first year 
without blemish" (Bemidbar 28:9) correspond to the UPPER three 
Sfirot. Seven lambs of the first year correspond to the seven LOWER 
SFIROT. The seven lambs are seven days, NAMELY, SEVEN SFIROT, 
of the moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, for they are "of the first year (lit. 
'sons of a year')," namely, the sons of the moon which is called 'a 
year', this being one of those primordial years. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
Rabbi Shimon tells how the renewal of Jacob and Joseph every 
month to illuminate the moon must be done via the sacrifices.
  

676. "And in the beginnings (lit. 'heads') of your new 
moons" (Bemidbar 28:11). HE ASKS: How many heads does the 
moon have, since there exists no head to the moon, but the sun, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, that is a head for it? HE ANSWERS: There are 
two heads in every month, namely, Jacob and Joseph, WHICH ARE 
ZEIR ANPIN AND YESOD, and they are renewed to ILLUMINATE the 
moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And it has, therefore, to be renewed, 
NAMELY, WITH THE SACRIFICES.
  

677. "Two young bullocks" (Bemidbar 28:11): These are they about 
whom the moon said: How can TWO KINGS use one CROWN, 
NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT FROM THE ASPECT OF THE 
TWO GREAT LIGHTS; AND AFTERWARDS it contracted itself 
beneath them, NAMELY, DESCENDED TO BELOW THE CHEST OF 
ZEIR ANPIN. "and one ram" (Ibid.) refers to the ram of Isaac, WHICH 
IS GVURAH. HE ASKS: Where did Abraham go? NAMELY, WHY IS 
THE QUALITY OF ABRAHAM, WHICH IS CHESED, NOT MENTIONED 
HERE? AND ANSWERS it is because Esau awoke there. And who is 
that? That is the he-goat (Heb. seir) of the new moon, WHICH 
CONTAINS A PART FOR THE OTHER SIDE AND IS CALLED 'SEIR', 
JUST AS Esau WAS "A HAIRY (HEB. SA'IR) MAN" (Beresheet 27:11). 
Therefore Abraham, WHO IS THE LIGHT OF CHESED, was gathered 
up, that he should not be seen, THAT IS TO SAY THAT THERE 
SHOULD BE NO SUCKLING FOR THE OTHER SIDE FROM THE 
LIGHT OF CHESED. BUT Isaac, WHO IS THE LEFT COLUMN, was 
there because his love for him was as wine with its sediment. FOR 
Esau IS THE REFUSE OF THE LEFT COLUMN, AND THE LIGHT OF 
THE LEFT IS CALLED 'WINE', AND THE REFUSE IS CALLED 
'SEDIMENT'. Jacob, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN, THE CENTRAL COLUMN, 
was there in order to cancel the face OF Esau, FOR THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN REDUCES THE UPPER THREE SFIROT OF THE LEFT, 
WHICH IS THE FACE OF Esau. Joseph, NAMELY, YESOD, which is 
the ox OF ZEIR ANPIN, THAT IS TO SAY WHICH IS DRAWN FROM 
THE LEFT COLUMN OF ZEIR ANPIN THAT IS CALLED 'OX', WAS 
THERE for Rachel, NAMELY, TO EMANATE TO MALCHUT, THAT IS 
CALLED 'RACHEL'.
 

 

 
 
101. The Yud Hei Vav Heis in the middle 
The Faithful Shepherd tells how the earth was founded by wisdom and the heavens were established by understanding. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
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678. The Faithful Shepherd said: Certainly the one-year-old LAMBS 
are named after the sun, which is Holy Ima, NAMELY, BINAH, for it is 
said about it: The face of Moses is as that of the sun, THAT IS, HE 
HAS THE UPPER THREE SFIROT, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF FACE, 
OF BINAH, THAT IS CALLED 'SUN'. A year contains 365 days, THAT 
IS, TOGETHER WITH THE THE DAYS FROM ROSH HASHANAH TO 
YOM KIPPUR. This is the same number, 365, as that of the negative 
precepts. And this is a witness to the left, and is upper Ima. The 
moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is on the right side, for the daughter is 
joined to Aba, which is Chesed, on the right side. And it, MALCHUT, 
is composed of the 248 positive precepts. It follows that the Vav, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, is with Ima on the left side, IN THE SECRET 
OF THE 365 NEGATIVE PRECEPTS, and the daughter is with Aba on 
the right side, which is Chesed. And the secret of the matter is in the 
verse: "by wisdom founded the earth" (Mishlei 3:19). By wisdom 
refers to Aba, NAMELY, CHOCHMAH OF THE RIGHT WHICH IS 
CHESED. Earth is the daughter, NAMELY, MALCHUT, AND THUS 
THE DAUGHTER IS JOINED WITH ABA. "BY UNDERSTANDING HE 
ESTABLISHED THE HEAVENS" (IBID.). "He established the 
heavens," which is the son, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, with Ima, which 
is Understanding. And this results in THE COMBINATION OF Yud Hei 
Hei Vav, which is the secret of the Yud Hei Vav Heis in the center.
 

 

 
 
102. A he-goat to Azazel 
Moses says that the goat for Azazel is a bribe to assuage Samael's anger and to prevent him from drawing near the Temple and making accusations 
against Yisrael. He also tells us why the goat is sent by the hand of a crippled man, and how the goat bears all of Yisrael's iniquities.

679. Again: "one kid of the goats" (Bemidbar 29:11). There are two 
goats, that it is said about them: "And he shall take the two goats... 
one lot for Hashem, and the other lot for Azazel" (Vayikra 16:7-8). 
The goat that is for Hashem IS AN ATONEMENT over the contraction 
of the moon and is "And one kid of the goats for a sin offering to 
Hashem" (Bemidbar 28:15). It is therefore referred to as 'one' 
BECAUSE IT IS from the side of the oneness. But the goat for Azazel 
is not referred to as 'one,' neither is it called 'a sacrifice', 'a fire 
offering', nor 'a burnt offering', but "shall send him away by the hand 
of an appointed man into the wilderness" (Vayikra 16:21). "And shall 
send away" is the same term used by Jacob: "it is a present sent to 
my lord Esau" (Beresheet 32:19). Likewise, THE GOAT FOR AZAZEL 
is a bribe, in order to break Samael's anger that he should not draw 
near the Temple, to denounce IT.
 

 

680. IT IS LIKE a hungry dog: whoever does not want to be bitten by 
it gives it meat or bread to eat and water to drink. And the secret of 
the matter is contained in the verse: "If your enemy be hungry, give 
him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to 
drink" (Mishlei 25:21). He thereby becomes friendly towards the 
person, and not only does not bite him, with a number of 
tribulations, but becomes an advocate for him and loves him.
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681. AND THERE IS A QUESTION HERE: Why is THE GOAT sent TO 
AZAZEL by the hand of an appointed man who is crippled? HE 
ANSWERS, because all of the Other Sides are defective, and are 
called (Heb. Seirim) 'goats', as it is written: "and goats (Heb. Seirim) 
shall dance there" (Yeshayah 13:21). And about them it is said: "And 
they shall no more offer their sacrifices to the (Heb. Seirim) 
demons" (Vayikra 17:7); and also: "They sacrificed to powerless 
spirits" (Devarim 32:17). And with this goat TO AZAZEL, SAMAEL IS 
separated from everything and bears all the transgressions that are 
in Yisrael upon him, as it is written: "and the goat shall bear upon it 
all their iniquities" (Vayikra 16:22). And furthermore, after that 
AZAZEL takes all THE TRANSGRESSIONS and bears them, NAMELY, 
THAT THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, SHALL BEAR AND 
FORGIVE. The Holy One, blessed be He, is called "forgiving 
(bearing) iniquity" (Shemot 34:7), AND ABOUT THE GOAT FOR 
AZAZEL IT IS WRITTEN: "AND THE GOAT SHALL BEAR UPON IT 
ALL THEIR INIQUITIES." What is the difference between these two 
types of bearing? HE ANSWERS "bears" means CARRYING a 
burden, while "bearing" MEANS the removal of the burden, NAMELY, 
THAT HE ATONES FOR THE INIQUITIES. AND ALL OF THIS IS 
EXPLAINED ABOVE. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
We hear that were it not for the monthly contraction of the moon no 
offering would ever be given to Samael.
 

 

682. And: "three tenth measures" (Bemidbar 29:9) namely, it is her 
three first grades, NAMELY KETER, CHOCHMAH, AND BINAH, each 
one of which is MADE UP of ten, as it is above, WITH ZEIR ANPIN; 
and by tenth measures IS MEANT one part in ten, FOR MALCHUT IS 
ONE OF THE TEN SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, AND EACH INDIVIDUAL 
SFIRAH OF HERS CORRESPONDS TO ONE OF TEN IN ZEIR ANPIN, 
AND THEY ARE THEREFORE CALLED 'TENTH MEASURES'. And 
one goat for a sin offering: HE ASKS why it is called 'a sin offering'? 
AND ANSWERS, because it is a sin and is from the side of sin, THAT 
IS TO SAY: A PORTION OF IT IS FOR THE OTHER SIDE, AND IT IS 
THEREFORE FROM THE SIDE OF SIN. Said Rabbi Elazar: But it is 
written: "To Hashem (Bemidbar 28:15)!" HOW THEN CAN YOU SAY 
THAT IT IS FROM THE SIDE OF SIN?! AND ANSWERS, it is certainly 
sacrificed to Hashem, for it is written: "to make atonement" (Ibid. 21), 
namely, to break the face OF THE OTHER SIDE, so everything will be 
sacrificed to the Sanctuary, but one portion is also given to Samael, 
and he eats it, AND FOR THIS REASON does not take hold of the 
other sacrifices. This sacrifice alone IS FOR HIM TO EAT, and no 
other sacrifice is joined with him for him to eat.
 

 

683. He, SAMAEL, enjoys the banquet of the King with this portion 
THAT HE TAKES FROM THE GOAT FOR A SIN OFFERING and he 
therefore rejoices and leaves Yisrael alone and does not accuse 
them. And were it not for contraction of the moon, NAMELY, 
MALCHUT, nothing at all would be given TO SAMAEL from the 
King's banquet. HE ASKS: And what does he do in the contraction of 
the moon? AND ANSWERS: Because he comes close and suckles 
FROM THE VACATED PLACE IN MALCHUT, and takes power for his 
people from the side of the left of the moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
and grows strong in it, and in this goat, A PORTION OF WHICH IS 
GIVEN TO HIM, he abandons everything and gains his enjoyment 
from this. And because the Holy One, blessed be He, contracted the 
moon, FOR HE SAID TO HER 'GO AND CONTRACT YOURSELF', 
therefore this goat is sacrificed, so that SAMAEL will depart from her 
and not come close to the Sanctuary, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And thus 
we learned THAT THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, SAID: 'Bring 
over me an atonement', FOR I HAVE CONTRACTED THE MOON. 
'Over Me', namely, for Me, for I contracted her, and it is due to My 
own cause THAT I CONTRACTED HER, that you need this, THAT 
YOU NEED TO SACRIFICE A GOAT IN ORDER TO SEPARATE HIM 
FROM THE PLACE OF THE CONTRACTION OF MALCHUT.
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103. "And in the beginnings of your new moons" 
The Faithful Shepherd says that just as on the new moon a portion must be given to the Other Side, a woman must give her fingernails and a little of 
her hair to the Other Side; this protects her from evil. The sages of the Mishnah had said that in previous times when the people were sanctifying the 
new moon they would kindle flares on the tops of the mountains so that God could see the moon and sanctify it. Malchut, is sometimes a crown for 
God, sometimes a throne for Him to sit on, and sometimes a footstool for His feet. Moses explains why the moon is called 'white'; he says that the 
moon is from the side of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, so it changes from dark to light and back again. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)

684. "And in the beginnings (lit. 'heads') of your new 
moons" (Bemidbar 28:11). THE WORD 'HEADS' IS WRITTEN IN THE 
PLURAL, referring to Jacob and Joseph, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN AND 
YESOD, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "These are the generations of Jacob. 
Joseph..." (Beresheet 37:2) that renew the moon, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT. I have found in the Book of Enoch that he said that just 
as on the first day of the month, the moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is 
purified to come close to her husband, ZEIR ANPIN, so must one 
portion be given to the Other Side and from the same type AS THE 
OTHER SIDE, NAMELY, A GOAT; so also the woman when she is 
purified for her husband, one portion must be given to the Other 
Side, and from its own type.
 

 

685. And what is that portion THAT THE WOMAN HAS TO GIVE TO 
THE OTHER SIDE? It is the fingernails with their dirt and a little of 
the ends of her hair, for she has to comb her head and tie her hair 
together, TO GIVE THEM TO THE OTHER SIDE, and then that Evil 
Side will not go after her to harm her, but will leave her alone from all 
sides. And what does she do with those hairs and nail clippings? 
After she has bound them together, she has to place them where 
people do not pass by, or in holes in the bottom of the yard, and 
conceal them there.
 

 

686. Again: "And in the beginnings of your new moons." The sages 
of the Mishnah said: When the new moon used to be sanctified 
according to the court, flares used to be kindled on the tops of the 
mountains and they used to say: Thus has He seen it, and sanctified 
it. The moon would be shaped thus , sometimes with the horns 
facing upwards, and sometimes so , facing downwards, sometimes 
to the east thus , and sometimes to the west, thus sometimes to the 
south and sometimes to the north. And this is its facing in six 
directions that Tiferet, which is a large Vav, encompasses, NAMELY: 
Greatness, Gvurah, Tiferet, Netzach, Hod, and Yesod. GREATNESS, 
WHICH IS CHESED, IS FACING THE SOUTH, AND ITS LOOKING TO 
THE NORTH IS GVURAH, TO THE EAST IS TIFERET, AND TO THE 
WEST IS YESOD.
 

 

687. The point that is drawn OUT OF THE MOON, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, from the inside, is Chochmah, and the line that 
circumvents the moon is Keter. AND AS A RULE that point, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT, is sometimes a crown FOR ZEIR ANPIN, IN THE 
SECRET OF THE VERSE: "A VIRTUOUS WOMAN IS A CROWN TO 
HER HUSBAND" (MISHLEI 12:4), and sometimes a throne FOR ZEIR 
ANPIN to sit upon, and at yet other times a footstool for His feet OF 
ZEIR ANPIN.
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688. HE ASKS, Why is MALCHUT called 'moon' (lit. 'white')? HE 
ANSWERS, it is named after the clarification (whitening) of the 
Halachah, NAMELY, IT IS NAMED AFTER CHOCHMAH OF THE 
RIGHT SIDE THAT CLARIFIES THE HALACHAH, WHICH IS MALCHUT 
THAT IS CALLED 'HALACHAH'. FOR CHOCHMAH is from within 
MALCHUT, IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSE: "The king's daughter is 
all glorious within" (Tehilim 45:14) and it is whitened in the fire of 
Binah that descends upon it. And the secret of the matter is to be 
found in the verse: "though your sins be like scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow" (Yeshayah 1:18). And whereas it was called 'Adonai', 
THE LETTERS OF WHICH, REARRANGED, SPELL 'Dina' (lit. 
'Judgment'), which is red with Gvurah, NAMELY, WITH THE LEFT 
COLUMN where Binah is, it becomes whitened by the side of Chesed 
where Chochmah is, and returns to THE NAME OF the Yud Hei Vav 
Hei, WHICH IS MERCY.
 

 

689. And what is the cause of MALCHUT's changing from Judgment 
to Mercy? This is the completely righteous, for the moon, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT is from the side of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and 
Evil. Its Klipah is darkness THAT IS, if it is a bright black spot, which 
is the Evil Inclination, which is a handmaid, ABOUT WHOM IT IS 
SAID: "and it be lower...but be somewhat dimmer" (Vayikra 13:21). 
And MALCHUT has nothing of its own, but only that thread that 
gives it light, THIS BEING THE SECRET OF A THREAD OF 
CHOCHMAH OF THE LEFT SIDE WITHOUT CHASSADIM, WHICH IS 
ITS MAIN STRUCTURE, BUT ITS LIGHT IS AS THIN AS A THREAD 
BECAUSE IT CANNOT ILLUMINATE WITHOUT CHASSADIM. For it 
accompanies it during the night-time, which is the Exile, IN THE 
SECRET OF THE VERSE: "SHE RISES ALSO WHILE IT IS YET 
NIGHT" (MISHLEI 31:15) and leaves it during the day. FOR THE DAY 
IS THE TIME OF THE RULE OF THE CHASSADIM OF ZEIR ANPIN, 
AND CHOCHMAH OF THE LEFT SIDE IS UNABLE TO RULE BY DAY. 
FOR DAYTIME is THE LIGHT OF CHESED OF the next world, WHICH 
IS BINAH, in which "But to you who fear My name the sun of 
righteousness shall arise with healing in its wings" (Malachi 3:20).
 

 

690. But that point that is within the moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, that 
is from the side of the Tree of Life, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, IS THE 
SECRET OF CHOCHMAH OF THE RIGHT SIDE, WHICH IS CHESED, 
and is as a never ceasing spring, BECAUSE IT IS DRAWN DOWN 
FROM UPPER ABA AND IMA BY WAY OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHOSE 
MATING NEVER CEASES, and about which it is written: "like a 
spring of water, whose waters fail not" (Yeshayah 58:11), and it is 
called 'a loving hind' from the side of Chesed, WHICH IS LOVE, this 
being as is written: "I have loved you with an everlasting love: 
therefore I have remained true to you" (Yirmeyah 31:2), LOVE BEING 
THE SECRET OF CHESED; and it has two beams from the light, thus: 
and sometimes "but one was higher than the other" thus: (Daniel 
8:3), and at other times they are equal. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
104. The hind of dawn 
Rabbi Aba brings up the difficulty that in the verse "As the hart pants after the water brooks," "hart" is masculine and yet the verb, which should 
agree with the noun, is feminine. Rabbi Shimon then talks about the hind of the dawn, that refers to the merciful Malchut who brings nourishment for 
everyone else. The hind suffers the pangs of exile in the morning, and when the morning brings light she is no longer visible. Rabbi Shimon speaks 
about the hind becoming a hart and giving birth with great pain.
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691. "And on...the first month" (Bemidbar 28:16). Rabbi Aba opened, 
"As the hart pants after the water brooks, so pants my soul after 
You, Elohim" (Tehilim 42:2). We have already learned this verse, and 
although it contains masculine and feminine FORMS, it is all one, for 
the word Heb. ayil (lit. 'hart') is masculine, while the verb ta'arog (lit. 
'she pants') is feminine, and although the subject and the verb 
should agree in gender, ya'arog (lit. 'he pants') is not written IN THE 
MASCULINE, because it is all one. IN OTHER WORDS, MALCHUT, 
WHEN IN THE FIRST STATE, WHEN IT IS WITH ZEIR ANPIN, IN THE 
SECRET OF THE TWO GREAT LIGHTS, IS CALLED 'HART', THIS 
BEING A MASCULINE FORM, BUT IN THE SECOND STATE, AFTER 
IT HAS CONTRACTED, IT IS CALLED 'HIND'.
 

 

692. What is "the morning star (lit. 'the hind of the dawn')" (Tehilim 
22:1)? AND ANSWERS: This is a certain merciful animal, NAMELY, 
MALCHUT, and among all the animals of the world there is none 
merciful like her, for when time is pressing and she needs 
nourishment for herself and for all the animals, WHICH ARE ALL 
THE HOSTS OF THE WORLDS OF BRIYAH, YETZIRAH, AND ASIYAH, 
she goes to a distant place, far away, and comes, bringing food, but 
does not herself want to eat until she returns to her place. Why is 
this so? So that all the other animals will collect together by her, and 
she distributes from that food to them. And when she comes, all the 
other animals do indeed collect around her, and she stands in the 
middle, and allocates to each one of them. And the sign is in the 
verse: "She rises also while it is yet night, and gives food to her 
household, and a portion to her maidens" (Mishlei 31:15). And from 
what she gives to them she is herself satiated, as if she had eaten 
more food than all of them.
 

 

693. And when the morning, which is called 'dawn', arrives, the 
pangs of the Exile come to her, and this is why she is called 'the 
hind of the dawn', after the blackness of the morning, for she THEN 
has pangs as a woman giving birth, as it is written: "Like as a 
woman with child, that draws near the time of her delivery, is in pain, 
and cries out in her pangs" (Yeshayah 26:17).
 

 

694. When does she distribute to them? This is when the morning is 
just about to come, but it is still night, and the blackness departs for 
the illumination, as it is written: "She rises also while it is yet night, 
and gives food to her household." But by the time it is morning, they 
are all satiated with her food.
 

 

695. And then a certain voice awakens in the midst of the firmament 
and calls out aloud, saying: Let those who are near, go to their 
places; let those who are far, leave. Let each one gather to his 
rightful place. And by the time the sun shines, each one is gathered 
to its place, as it is written: "The sun rises, they slink away" (Tehilim 
104:22). And she departs during the day, and is revealed at night, 
and distributes FOOD in the morning, which is why she is called 'the 
hind of the dawn'.
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696. Subsequently, she grows stronger and leaves, and is called 'a 
hart', NAMELY, A MASCULINE FORM. Where does she go? HE 
ANSWERS, she goes sixty pharasangs from the place that she left 
and she enters into the mountain of darkness. As she goes into the 
mountain of darkness, a certain labyrinthine serpent sniffs at her 
feet and follows her, and she ascends from there to the mountain of 
light. When she reaches there, the Holy One, blessed be He, 
arranges for her another serpent, who goes forth and they fight each 
other, and she is saved. And from there she takes food, and returns 
to her place by midnight. And from midnight on, she begins the 
distribution, until the blackness of the morning arises. And when the 
morning gives light, she goes from there and is no longer visible, as 
we have learned.
 

 

697. And when the world is in need of rain, all the other animals 
collect near her, and she goes up to the top of a high mountain, puts 
her head between her knees, and cries out with one long cry after 
another. And the Holy One, blessed be He, hears her voice, and is 
overcome by mercy and has pity on the world. And she comes down 
from the top of the mountain, and runs to hide herself. And all the 
other animals run after her, but do not find her. This is as it is 
written: "As the hart pants after the water brooks." What is the 
meaning of "the water brooks"? This refers to those water brooks 
that have dried up, and the world is thirsty for water. Then she 
"pants."
 

 

698. When she conceives, she is closed up, but when the time 
comes for her to give birth, she shouts and cries out, cry after cry, 
up to seventy shouts, as the number of words in the psalm: 
"Hashem will answer you in the day of trouble" (Tehilim 20:2), which 
is the song of this pregnant one. And the Holy One, blessed be He, 
hears her, and arranges HER SALVATION for her. And then a certain 
large serpent emerges from the mountains of darkness, and comes 
between the mountains, its mouth licking the dust and it reaches this 
hart and comes and bites it twice in the same place.
 

 

699. On the first occasion, blood comes OUT OF IT, and the serpent 
licks it. On the second occasion water comes out, and all those 
animals of the mountains drink, and she herself is opened and gives 
birth. And a sign for you is the verse: "and with his rod he smote the 
rock twice, and water came forth abundantly, and the congregation 
drank, and their beasts also" (Bemidbar 20:11).
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/43%20-%20Pinchas.htm (195 of 252)2004/07/07 23:16:21



1

700. The Holy One, blessed be He, has pity on her because of what 
the serpent did, as it is written: "The voice of Hashem makes the 
hinds to calve, and strips the forests bare; and in His temple 
everyone speaks of his glory" (Tehilim 29:9). "The voice of Hashem 
makes the hinds to calve" refers to the pangs and pains that give 
rise to those seventy shouts, AS ABOVE. And then follows "and 
strips the forests bare" in order to awaken that serpent, and reveal 
the animal to go amongst them. "and in his temple": What does this 
mean? It refers to the temple of the Holy One, blessed be He, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT, in which all those multitudes THAT ARE IN THE 
WORLDS OF BRIYAH, YETZIRAH, AND ASIYAH open and say: Glory! 
What is meant by glory? It refers to "Blessed be the glory of Hashem 
from His place" (Yechezkel 3:12), WHICH IS MALCHUT THAT IS 
CALLED 'THE GLORY OF HASHEM'. 
We hear about the number of years before the hind will give birth to 
the redemption, and we hear that two Messiahs will be revealed to 
the world. Then the Torah sages who suffered pangs as though they 
were in labor will be respected and honored, and the wicked will be 
judged above and below. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

701. (THE BEGINNING OF THIS SECTION IS MISSING.) One might 
suggest that after seventy YEARS she will feel THE PAINS OF THE 
BIRTH PANGS and in two years she will give birth TO THE 
REDEMPTION, one thousand and two hundred years after THE 
DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE, THAT IS TO SAY, AFTER THE END 
OF THE FIFTH MILLENIUM, WHICH IS ALL DESTRUCTION, AND A 
FURTHER TWO HUNDRED YEARS INTO THE SIXTH MILLENIUM, 
AND SEVENTY YEARS FOR THE BIRTH PANGS, AND TWO YEARS 
FOR THE BIRTH ITSELF, coming to the year 272 IN THE SIXTH 
MILLENIUM. But it is written: "Before she travailed, she brought 
forth" (Yeshayah 66:7). And the secret of the matter is contained in 
the verse: "And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will 
answer" (Yeshayah 65:24). And what is the meaning of before? HE 
ANSWERS, before the completion of the seventy years and the two 
years following the passing of one thousand and two hundred years, 
WHERE THESE SEVENTY-TWO YEARS ARE the birth pangs, two 
Messiahs will be revealed to the world. And at that time: "and in His 
temple everyone speaks of His glory" (Tehilim 29:9). And it has 
already been taught: "The wise shall inherit glory" (Mishlei 3:35). IN 
OTHER WORDS: "AND IN HIS TEMPLE EVERYONE SPEAKS OF HIS 
GLORY," THE MEANING OF WHICH IS THAT THE GLORY OF THE 
WISE WILL BE THROUGHOUT HIS TEMPLE.
 

 

702. And at that time, those Torah sages will be respected, those 
who suffered pangs and travails as a woman in labor, and who were 
despised by the ignorant; they will be honored. And immediately: 
"Hashem sat enthroned at the flood" (Tehilim 29:10) on account of 
the wicked. Flood here symbolizes judgments of the flood, when 
"were all the fountains of the great deep broken open, and the 
windows of heaven were opened" (Beresheet 7:11), at the time of the 
Flood. So, too, THEN judgments will rise over them, OVER THE 
WICKED, above and below, with no end FOR THEIR JUDGMENTS. 
And every contempt and disgrace shown by the idolatrous nations 
of the world towards Hashem and His people and the many insults 
that Yisrael suffered from them for the sake of Hashem's Name - for 
all of them the Holy One, blessed be He, will exact vengeance, and 
therefore, as far as they are concerned, "Hashem revenges, and is 
full of wrath" (Nachum 1:2) towards them.
 

 

 
 
105. The holiday of Pesach 
We are told that the redemption will take place on the fourteenth day of the month of Nissan.
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703. "And on... the first month" (Bemidbar 28:16). HE ASKS: What is 
meant here by the first month? AND ANSWERS: It is Nissan, which 
is when that animal gave birth to THE LIGHTS OF THE 
REDEMPTION, in accord with the teaching of the sages of Mishnah: 
In the month of Nissan they were redeemed, and in the month of 
Nissan they will be redeemed. And this is with His hand (Heb. yad = 
fourteen), ON HIS FOURTEENTH, ACCORDING TO THE SECRET OF 
THE VERSE: "for he said, because Hashem has sworn (lit. 'put a 
hand') by His throne" (Shemot 17:16), when He swore to remove the 
seed of Esau, the Amalek, from the world. At that time: "Draw out 
and take lambs according to your families, and kill the 
passover" (Shemot 12:21), WHERE THE MEANING OF "draw 
out" (Heb. mishchu) is as in the verse: "he stretched out (Heb. 
mashach) his hand with scorners" (Hoshea 7:5).
 

 

704. At that time, thus said Hashem: 'to the rulers who transgressed 
against Me: "neither shall they enter into the land of 
Yisrael"' (Yechezkel 13:9), and this refers to the shepherds of the 
flock, the supporters of the generation. Wherefore it is said about 
them: "Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the 
wilderness" (Hoshea 2:16). "and there will remonstrate with you... As 
I remonstrated with your fathers" (Yechezkel 20:35-36), NAMELY, 
whom He killed in the plague of darkness. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
Rabbi Shimon explains to Rabbi Elazar how the upper days, the 
Sfirot of Zeir Anpin, will be drawn to the lower days, to the Sfirot of 
Malchut. On the fourteenth day the animal, Malchut, will give birth to 
the lights of the Redemption and the serpent will depart. Then 
Malchut will be sanctified on high and will be called 'Glory'.
 

 

705. "And on...the first month" (Bemidbar 28:16). HE ASKS: What is 
meant by the first month? AND ANSWERS: This is the month in 
which that animal, NAMELY, MALCHUT, is revealed in and 
strengthened by and goes forth into the world, NAMELY, EMERGES 
FROM ITS CLOSURE, IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSE: "AND STRIP 
THE FORESTS BARE" (TEHILIM 29:9) on the fourteenth day. The 
fourteen days refer to the remaining animals, NAMELY, CHESED 
AND GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT OF ZEIR ANPIN, THAT 
ILLUMINATE WITHIN MALCHUT, for they are ten in each direction, 
SINCE CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT, ARE THE FOUR 
DIRECTIONS at the four corners of the world, NORTH, SOUTH, EAST 
AND WEST, EACH ONE OF WHICH IS COMPOSED OF TEN SFIROT. 
And in the early writing IT IS STATED that it, MALCHUT, is Yud (ten), 
and that one SFIRAH OF CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT, is in each of the four directions OF THE WORLD, making 
fourteen. And since these four, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT, join in and are corrected with the ten THAT ARE IN 
MALCHUT from the right-hand side, this makes the fourteenth day 
OF THE MONTH for the correction of this animal, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, with all its corrections, with rejoicing.
 

 

706. Rabbi Elazar said: "Of course, that is how it is, but come and 
see, It is written: "Draw out and take lambs..." What is the meaning 
of "Draw out"? AND REPLIES: IT IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD as one 
who draws something from another place to this place, namely, draw 
out the upper days, WHICH ARE THE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN, to the 
lower days, TO THE SFIROT of MALCHUT. The upper days OF ZEIR 
ANPIN number 366, as in the numerical value of "Draw out" (Heb. 
mishchu), NAMELY, THE NUMBER OF DAYS IN A SOLAR YEAR, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. The lower days OF MALCHUT are usually 355 
days in a year, (Heb. shanah = 355). But when the moon, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, shines at its fullest, the number of its days rises to be 
365 days, AS THE SOLAR YEAR, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, namely, as 
the numerical value of "mishchu," less one.
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707. Draw the upper days OF ZEIR ANPIN to the lower days OF 
MALCHUT, so that they will be one, all joined together. And who 
draws them? That is, these ten OF MALCHUT when it is on the right 
side, THAT IS CHESED. For it is written: "on the tenth day (Heb. 
be'asor)" (Shemot 12:3), NAMELY, MALCHUT WHEN IT IS ON THE 
RIGHT SIDE. HE ASKS, IT IS WRITTEN AS "be'asor," when Scripture 
should have used the more common be'asarah (lit. 'the tenth day'); 
what is Be'asor? HE ANSWERS, there are nine in each direction with 
one point that goes in the middle, thus: , and this point completes 
the ten SFIROT. This is why it is written "Be'asor," just as it is 
written: "Remember (Heb. zachor)" (Shemot 20:8) and "Keep (Heb. 
Shamor)" (Devarim 5:12), NAMELY, THE FORM OF THE INFINITIVE 
ABSOLUTE OF THE VERB, THE MEANING OF BE'ASOR THUS 
BEING to use the ten IN SUCH A WAY that these nine days WILL 
SERVE in its point. "of this month" (Shemot 12:3), WHICH IS 
NISSAN, ALLUDES TO CHESED, TO SHOW THAT THESE days THAT 
ARE DRAWN DOWN will be on the right side, WHICH IS CHESED in 
order to combine zot (lit. 'this', feminine), WHICH IS MALCHUT, with 
zeh (lit. 'this', masculine), WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, for it all to be one.
 

 

708. And when these four DAYS THAT FOLLOW THE TENTH OF THE 
MONTH join up with the four directions, SOUTH, NORTH, EAST AND 
WEST, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF CHESED AND GVURAH, 
TIFERET AND MALCHUT, and combine with them, WITH THE TEN 
DAYS, then that animal, WHICH IS MALCHUT, gives birth to THE 
LIGHTS OF THE REDEMPTION, and the Serpent departs. And at that 
time that animal is sanctified on high, and is called "Glory," and then 
the festival is sanctified. This had not been the case previously, but 
now, IN THE FESTIVAL, it is called "glory," as it is written: "and in 
His temple everyone speaks of His glory." 
The Faithful Shepherd says that the explanation given is 
insufficiently clear and requires more illumination. He tells the rabbis 
that "on the tenth day" means the nine Sfirot are in all directions, 
and that they parallel the nine months of a pregnant woman's period 
of gestation. He talks about "remember" and "keep" and "glory," and 
enumerates the numerology associated with this lesson. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

709. The Faithful Shepherd said: These matters THAT ARE STATED 
ABOVE, IN THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH, are insufficiently clear 
and they have to be explained for the companions, for whoever 
hides the secrets of the Torah from them, saddens them, for the 
lights of the secrets are darkness for the wicked. And it is like silver 
that is hidden away. If one digs until he discovers it, but it is not his, 
it becomes like darkness and gloom in his mind, while for one to 
whom it belongs, it illuminates for him. This is the reason why a 
person should reveal the hidden secrets of the Torah TO THE 
COMPANIONS.
 

 

710. "on the tenth day" (Shemot 12:3) this means that the nine Sfirot 
are in all directions, paralleling the nine months of a pregnant 
woman's period of gestation, which is the same as the numerical 
value of Aleph Chet of one (Heb. Echad -Aleph Chet Dalet). Who is 
the woman with child? She is the Dalet of Echad. Aleph Chet (= nine) 
are the nine Sfirot in the four directions of the letter Dalet (= four), 
and they are forty. Aleph Chet CORRESPOND TO "Remember," 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, while Dalet CORRESPONDS TO "Keep," 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, AND TOGETHER WITH THEM, they are 42.
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711. This leaves us with "glory," as it is said: "Blessed be the name 
of the glory of His kingdom forever and ever." And this is glory (Heb. 
kavod = 32) and heart (Heb. lev = 32), THE SUM OF WHICH IS 64. And 
there are four directions to this letter Dalet, 64 to the four sides, 
which comes to 256. And it has been taught: Glory above and heart 
below, and for this reason, the recital of the unity is said twice daily, 
so that we thereby say 'glory' twice, which amounts to 64. Add to 
this the two Dalets of echad, and we have 72. And so the Dalet of 
echad completes the 42-letter Names and also completes the 72-
letter Names. And this is why it is said in A Psalm of David: "Who is 
this King of glory? Hashem strong and mighty" (Tehilim 24:8), and 
again: "Who is this King of glory? Hashem of hosts, He is the King 
of glory" (Ibid.10). 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
We are told how the Temple is sanctified.
 

 

712. IT IS WRITTEN: "AND IN HIS TEMPLE EVERYONE SPEAK OF 
HIS GLORY" (TEHILIM 29:9). HE ASKS: What is meant by "His 
temple?" AND HE ANSWERS: This refers to the inner upper temple, 
where everything, NAMELY, BINAH, is sanctified. There whoever is 
fitting for sanctification is sanctified. How is that temple sanctified? 
HE ANSWERS THAT initially the gates are opened BY DA'AT, WHICH 
IS ZEIR ANPIN, WHO ASCENDS TO BINAH WHEN THE LEFT SIDE IS 
IN CONTROL OF BINAH, AND BECOMES THERE THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF DA'AT THAT UNITES THE 
RIGHT AND THE LEFT, NAMELY, CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, WITH 
EACH OTHER, AND OPENS THE GATES OF BINAH, NAMELY, 
OPENS UP BINAH FROM THE BLOCKAGE OF THE LEFT. THEREBY 
ZEIR ANPIN ALSO RECEIVES FROM IT THREE COLUMNS SINCE 
THREE ISSUE FROM ONE AND ONE EXISTS IN THREE. HE 
EXPLAINS HIS WORDS: One concealed key, NAMELY, DA'AT, 
ordained and opened one gate on the south side, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF THE RIGHT COLUMN. Then the High Priest, WHICH IS 
CHESED, enters into that opening and hurries with his girdle, WHICH 
IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, and his corrections, NAMELY, THE 
FOUR GARMENTS OF AN ORDINARY PRIEST, NAMELY, MITRE, 
TUNIC, GIRDLE, AND BREECHES, WHICH CORRESPOND TO THE 
FOUR LETTERS OF ADONAI, WHICH IS MALCHUT. 
SUBSEQUENTLY, he is adorned with a diadem of holiness, and puts 
on a breastplate and efod and a robe of seventy bells and 
pomegranates, which are "a golden bell and pomegranate" (Shemot 
28:34) THESE BEING THE SECRET OF THE MOCHIN OF THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH THAT ARE DRAWN DOWN FROM 
THE FIRST HEI OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, AS ABOVE. And the plate 
of the holy crown on his forehead is called 'the plate of the holy 
crown', NAMELY, THE YUD OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI. And he was 
embellished with the four garments of gold and with the four 
garments of white, WHICH CORRESPOND TO THE EIGHT LETTERS 
IN THE NAMES OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI AND ADONAI, and on that 
plate 42 letters sparkle, NAMELY, THE 42-LETTER NAME, and the 
whole of that palace shines with upper lights.
 

 

713. And that key, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF DA'AT, AS ABOVE, 
turned and opened another side OF BINAH, to the north. Then Levi, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF GVURAH AND THE LEFT COLUMN, 
entered, and he is the tithe of Jacob, whom he set aside OUT OF HIS 
SONS for the Holy One, blessed be He, and with him the ten-stringed 
lyre, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE TEN SFIROT OF THE LEFT 
COLUMN. And he is crowned with diadems, NAMELY, THE MOCHIN 
OF THE UPPER THREE SFIROT WHO ARE CALLED 'DIADEMS'. And 
then the key turned yet again and opened a gate of that temple, that 
gate that stands in the center, namely, the Column that is on eastern 
side, WHICH IS TIFERET, THE CENTRAL COLUMN. It, NAMELY, 
TIFERET enters, and is adorned IN THAT GATE with seventy 
diadems, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF THE 72 NAMES. And it is 
adorned with four letters, which are twelve, NAMELY, WITH THE 
TWELVE PERMUTATIONS OF THE FOUR LETTERS OF THE YUD HEI 
VAV HEI. AND THESE ARE THE SECRET OF CHESED AND GVURAH, 
TIFERET AND MALCHUT, IN EACH OF THE THREE COLUMNS. And it 
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was adorned with engravings of the two hundred and seventy 
thousand worlds, NAMELY, THE PLACE WHERE THE ILLUMINATION 
OF CHOCHMAH IS REVEALED, WHICH IS FROM THE CHEST AND 
DOWNWARD, WHERE THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH IS 
TERMED A THOUSAND, AND THERE ARE TWO THIRDS OF TIFERET 
WHICH ARE SEVENTY, AND NETZACH AND HOD, IN EACH ONE OF 
WHICH THERE ARE TEN SFIROT, MAKING TWO HUNDRED AND 
SEVENTY SFIROT. And it is crowned with diadems THAT SHINE 
from one end of the world to the other, NAMELY, IN MALCHUT THAT 
IS CALLED 'WORLD', and in a number of valuable garments and a 
number of holy diadems.
 

 

714. That key, WHICH is DA'AT, AS ABOVE, turned once again and 
opened all the concealed gates and all the hidden holy gates, and 
ZEIR ANPIN is sanctified in them, and stands there as King. THAT IS, 
IN THE ASPECT OF MALCHUT, WHICH IS IN THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN OF BINAH, He is there blessed with a number of blessings 
and crowned with a number of diadems. Then all of them issue forth 
FROM BINAH TO THEIR PLACE IN ZEIR ANPIN, NAMELY, 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH OF ZEIR ANPIN FROM THE TWO GATES 
TO THE SOUTH AND NORTH OF BINAH; AND THE RIGHT HALF OF 
DA'AT, FROM THE CENTRAL GATE OF BINAH, AND LEFT HALF OF 
DA'AT, AND ALL OF THEM ISSUE FORTH, joined together, and are 
crowned with their diadems as is fitting. Once they have left BINAH 
FOR THE PLACE OF ZEIR ANPIN, they awaken ZEIR ANPIN SO THAT 
HE WILL PUT on His adornments, NAMELY, THE FOUR MOCHIN AS 
ABOVE.
 

 

715. And this animal, NAMELY, MALCHUT, WHICH IS IN THE FIRST 
STATE AND STILL CLEAVES TO THE LEFT, awakens and contracts 
itself out of love of the song, NAMELY, BECAUSE OF THE LONGING 
FOR CHASSADIM, FOR SINCE IT IS ON THE LEFT WITHOUT THE 
RIGHT, IT HAS CHOCHMAH WITHOUT CHASSADIM, SOMETHING 
THAT CAUSES IT GREAT DISTRESS, AND IT LONGS DEEPLY FOR 
CHASSADIM, WHICH IS WHY IT CONTRACTED ITSELF INTO THE 
ASPECT OF BELOW THE CHEST, SO THAT IT SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
RECEIVE CHASSADIM FROM HIM. And how does it diminish itself? 
Out of love of the song it contracts itself bit by bit until it becomes 
just a point, UNDER YESOD FROM THE ASPECT OF THE LIGHTS, 
WHILE FROM THE ASPECT OF THE VESSELS IT IS A POINT UNDER 
THE CHEST. And since she has contracted herself, it is then written: 
"And there went a man of the house of Levi" (Shemot 2:1), WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE: "and took to 
wife a daughter of Levi" (Ibid.), WHICH IS MALCHUT. It is certainly 
CALLED "a daughter of Levi," because it is from the left side. How 
does he hold her? He puts his left hand under her head, out of love, 
NAMELY, THE LEFT SIDE OF ZEIR ANPIN BECOMES THE UPPER 
THREE SFIROT OF MALCHUT, AND ARE REFERRED TO AS HEAD, 
THIS BEING IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSE: "HIS LEFT HAND IS 
UNDER MY HEAD" (SHIR HASHIRIM 8:3).
 

 

716. And you might well ask that, since she is NOW a small point, 
how could ZEIR ANPIN unite with a small point? AND HE ANSWERS 
THAT vis-a-vis above, the smaller a thing is the more praiseworthy it 
is, and this is a virtue, and it is really supremely large, FOR, WHEN IT 
IS SMALL, the High Priest immediately awakens for her, THE 
REFERENCE BEING TO CHESED OF ZEIR ANPIN who holds and 
embraces her. Had she been large, Zeir ANPIN AND MALCHUT would 
not have been able to unite at all, but, since she contracted herself 
and is a small point, THE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN can hold her, and 
raise her up on high, BETWEEN THE TWO ARMS OF ZEIR ANPIN, 
NAMELY, CHESED AND GVURAH. And after they have raised her up, 
she sits between these two sides, NAMELY CHESED AND GVURAH, 
and then the pillar that stands in the center, NAMELY TIFERET, 
WHICH IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, joins with her in a love of kisses, 
a love of perfect union. And then: "And Jacob," THAT IS, ZEIR 
ANPIN, "kissed Rachel," WHO IS MALCHUT (Beresheet 29:11), for 
with the love of kisses, they cleave to each other without separation, 
until she receives a Nefesh of delights as is fitting.
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717. When she receives a Nefesh of delights, as is fitting, and she 
wants to visit her hosts, they all gather together and call her: Glory, 
glory, glory from the Temple OF ABA AND IMA. And in the Temple 
itself, Aba and Ima, NAMELY, CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, open by 
saying: Sanctified, sanctified! IN OTHER WORDS THEY EMANATE 
TO MALCHUT FROM THEIR LIGHTS WHICH ARE CALLED 
'HOLINESS'. Then the month, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is sanctified 
properly. And it is then written: "And on... the first month" (Bemidbar 
28:16), for it is certainly the first. AND THIS IS BECAUSE 
PREVIOUSLY, WHEN MALCHUT WAS ATTACHED TO THE LEFT 
WITHOUT THE RIGHT, SHE WAS NOT CONSIDERED TO BE IN 
EXISTENCE BECAUSE HER LIGHTS WERE FROZEN AND SHE WAS 
UNABLE TO EMANATE. BUT NOW, HAVING CONTRACTED TO A 
POINT AND BEEN REBUILT BY ABA AND IMA IN THE LIGHTS OF 
HOLINESS, AND BEING UNDER THE LEVEL OF ZEIR ANPIN, SHE IS 
CONSIDERED TO BE IN HER FIRST EXISTENCE. And it is therefore 
THEN WRITTEN ABOUT HER: "AND ON...THE FIRST MONTH." And 
therefore, SCRIPTURE SAYS: "Draw out and take you 
lambs..." (Shemot 12:21), THE MEANING OF WHICH IS: DRAW 
DOWN THE UPPER DAYS OF ZEIR ANPIN TO MALCHUT, and it is 
therefore WRITTEN: "On the tenth day of this month" (Shemot 12:3), 
THE MEANING OF WHICH IS THAT the Moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
has become joined to the Sun, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, NAMELY, 
THAT THE NINE SFIROT OF ZEIR ANPIN WILL SERVE TO 
ILLUMINATE IN MALCHUT. And whereas she was a single point 
AFTER THE CONTRACTION, when she descended FROM THE 
TEMPLE OF ABA AND IMA, she now expands bit by bit and fills out 
and becomes the FINAL Hei OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, which is full 
OF EMANATION from all FOUR directions and is properly sanctified. 
The Faithful Shepherd adds information about how the moon, 
Malchut, becomes full and is joined to the sun. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

718. (THE BEGINNING OF THIS SECTION IS MISSING). That temple 
turned and opened another gate on the south side, NAMELY, IN THE 
RIGHT COLUMN, with 72 diadems, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
NAME OF 72 THAT ILLUMINATES IN THE RIGHT COLUMN. Later it 
opens a third gate on the eastern side, WHICH IS THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN, with fifty lights of the fifty gates of Binah. Next it opens 
another gate on the western side, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
MALCHUT in the 72 diadems OF THE NAME OF 72, and all the 248 
CHASSADIM, being the number of words in the sections of the 
recital of the Sh'ma. And whereas this animal, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
was initially small, at that time, HAVING RECEIVED 72 DIADEMS 
AND 248 CHASSADIM, she grows, which is as is written: "the whole 
earth is full of His glory" (Yeshayah 6:3), which is the upper glory 
and the lower glory, ALL OF WHICH MALCHUT RECEIVES WITH THE 
DECLARATION OF THE UNITY IN THE RECITAL OF THE SH'MA.
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719. When one reaches the eighteen (Heb. Chai = living) Worlds, in 
which are the eighteen blessings of the prayer, NAMELY, IN THE 
AMIDAH PRAYER, which one starts with "Adonai, open my lips; and 
my mouth shall rehearse Your praise" (Tehilim 51:17), then the 
Central Column, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, joins with her with 
affectionate kisses of the lips, WHICH ARE NETZACH AND HOD; and 
tongue, which is the Righteous One, THAT IS YESOD, is between 
them IN THE SECRET OF the tongue of the learned. At that time 
"And Jacob kissed Rachel" (Beresheet 29:11), WHERE JACOB IS 
ZEIR ANPIN AND RACHEL IS MALCHUT, and then that animal, 
MALCHUT, is called 'Glory, glory'; and Aba and Ima say 'Sanctified, 
sanctified'. THAT IS, ABA AND IMA EMANATE TO HER THEIR 
LIGHTS THAT ARE CALLED 'HOLINESS', and then the month, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, is correctly sanctified. And she is then 
CALLED "And on...the first month" (Bemidbar 28:16), first without a 
doubt.
 

 

720. And then: "Draw out" THE UPPER DAYS OF ZEIR ANPIN TO 
MALCHUT, which is why IT IS WRITTEN: "On the tenth day of this 
month" (Shemot 12:3), THE MEANING OF WHICH IS THAT THE NINE 
DAYS OF ZEIR ANPIN SHINE TOWARDS MALCHUT, NAMELY, that 
the holy moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is joined to the sun, WHICH IS 
ZEIR ANPIN, about which it is said: "For Hashem Elohim is a sun 
and a shield" (Tehilim 84:12). And whereas MALCHUT was a small 
point, she filled out as the FULL moon, and then the month is full, 
NAMELY, the moon, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is full, and she is: "the 
whole earth is full of His glory." Initially she was lacking, but now 
she is complete, FULL. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
Rabbi Chiya learns that the Paschal sacrifice is a lamb because a 
lamb was the idol and deity of the Egyptians, and it was hard for the 
Egyptians to see their idol tied and held prisoner and sacrificed in 
the fire. In this way the Egyptians saw the power of the God of 
Yisrael. Rabbi Elazar turns the conversation to the prohibition 
against eating leavened bread, and we learn that anyone who eats 
leavened bread on the Pesach is met with death, and he dies in this 
world and in the World to Come.
 

 

721. Rabbi Chiya began by quoting: "And on the fourteenth day of 
the first month is the Pesach" (Bemidbar 28:16). HE ASKS: Why is 
the paschal sacrifice a lamb? HE ANSWERS, the Egyptians 
worshipped the lamb, which was one of their deities, for they 
worshipped the constellation Aries. Come and see: It is written: "for 
we shall sacrifice the abomination of Egypt" (Shemot 8:22). What is 
meant by "the abomination of Egypt?" Could it be that because it is 
hateful to them it is called "the abomination of Egypt?" On the 
contrary, it is called "the abomination of Egypt" because it is the 
Egyptians' idol and their deity. It is similarly written: "the 
abominations of those nations" (Devarim 18:9), THE MEANING OF 
WHICH IS THE IDOL of these nations.
 

 

722. Come and see the wisdom of Joseph, as is written: "And he 
took some of his brothers, five men" (Beresheet 47:2), and he taught 
them to say "Your servants are shepherds" (Ibid. 3). And would a 
king who was ruler over the country and who was like a father to the 
king have done such a thing to his brothers to make THE 
EGYPTIANS hate them and not show them consideration? - IF YOU 
HOLD THE VIEW THAT THE ABOMINATION OF THE EGYPTIANS IS 
EVERY SHEPHERD, WHICH MEANS HATED BY THE EGYPTIANS. 
But in reality the abomination of the Egyptians is what their idol and 
their deity was called. Therefore is it written: "For we shall sacrifice 
the abomination of Egypt" (Shemot 8:22) MEANING THEIR DEITY.
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723. Joseph said; All the best of Egypt is the land of Raamses, and 
this part of the country they set aside for their idol, NAMELY, THE 
FLOCKS, for them to be pastured and go THERE to their hearts' 
delight. And all the Egyptians considered those who tended their 
idols as themselves idols. HE SAID: I shall arrange it so that my 
brothers inherit that country, and the Egyptians shall bow down to 
them, and will accord them proper treatment, and this is what is 
written: "for every shepherd is an abomination to the 
Egyptians" (Beresheet 47:34). Which is FOR THIS REASON, they 
should treat them as their deity.
 

 

724. Rabbi Yosi said: Haven't we learned, just as the Holy One, 
blessed be He, punishes idolaters, so will He punish idolatry itself? If 
this is so, why did Joseph make his brothers into idols, THAT THE 
EGYPTIANS SHOULD BOW DOWN TO THEM AS THOUGH THEY 
WERE DEITIES? He replied to him: Joseph did not make his brothers 
into idols but into rulers over the idolatry of the Egyptians, and thus 
subdued their idolatry under the hand OF HIS BROTHERS, so that 
they would smite it with the rod. Joseph said: If my brothers control 
their idolatry, then how much better that they will have rule over 
them themselves, which is why he settled them in the best of the 
country and made them rulers over all the land.
 

 

725. And so, why is the paschal sacrifice a lamb? The answer is 
because a lamb was the idol and deity of the Egyptians. Said the 
Holy One, blessed be He: From the tenth of the month, take the fear 
of the Egyptians, capture and bind it and let it be imprisoned and 
hold it in your keeping one day, and two, and three days, and on the 
fourth day carry out its sentence, and assemble over it.
 

 

726. And when Egypt heard the voice of their idol which was being 
held by Yisrael, and they were unable to rescue it, they cried and it 
was as difficult for them as though they themselves had been tied up 
for the kill. Said the Holy One, blessed be He: 'Let it be in your 
possession day after day for four days, so that THE EGYPTIANS may 
see it when it is bound and imprisoned, and on the fourth day, bring 
it out to be killed and let the Egyptians see how you enact judgment 
on it.' And this, NAMELY, THESE JUDGMENTS THAT THEY 
PERFORMED ON THEIR IDOL, was harder for them to bear than all 
the plagues that the Holy One, blessed be He, brought on them.
 

 

727. Subsequently, they cast it into the fire, as it is written: "and 
burn their carved idols with fire" of their deities (Devarim 7:5). Said 
the Holy One, blessed be He: "Eat not of it raw" (Shemot 12:9) so 
that THE EGYPTIANS will not say: They were so desirous of, and had 
such a longing for our idol that they ate it INSUFFICIENTLY 
ROASTED. But it was decreed that it should be eaten roasted and 
not boiled, for had it been boiled it would have been covered UNDER 
THE WATER IN THE PAN, and they would not have seen it, but its 
correction is that they should see it like this when it is being burnt in 
the fire, since its odor then spreads FAR AND WIDE.
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728. Moreover, its head bent to its legs so that they should not say 
that it was some animal or other thing, but that they should 
recognize it as their idol. Moreover, it was not to be eaten out of lust, 
but on a full stomach by way of disgrace and contempt. Moreover, 
"neither shall you break a bone of it" (Shemot 12:46), but they 
should see its bones cast into the marketplace and be unable to 
rescue it. For this reason it is written: "Upon their Elohim also 
Hashem executed judgments" (Bemidbar 33:4), that is, many 
judgments. Moreover, "and your staff in your hand" (Shemot 12:11), 
but not a sword, spear, nor any other instrument of war, IN ORDER 
TO DEMONSTRATE THAT YOU ARE NOT AFRAID OF THEM.
 

 

729. Rabbi Yehuda said: We have already learned that the Egyptians 
worshipped the constellation of Aries, which is why they worshipped 
the lamb. Rabbi Yosi said: If that is so, they should have worshipped 
a ram, A BABY RAM, rather than a lamb. He answered him: They 
worshipped them all. But the constellation of Aries ascends and 
descends, SOMETIMES APPEARING as a ram and AT OTHERS like a 
LARGE lamb, for which reason they worshipped them all. He said to 
him: What I have heard is that every large animal was an idol for 
them, which is why the Holy One, blessed be He, killed all the first-
born of the cattle. And we have already learned that these were the 
grades on high: NAMELY, UPPER SPIRITUAL FORCES OF 
IMPURITY, which are so called 'FIRST-BORN OF CATTLE', AND 
THAT WAS WHY THEY WORSHIPPED THEM.
  

730. Rabbi Elazar said: It is written: "You shall eat nothing 
leavened" (Heb. Machmetzet) (Shemot 12:20), and it is written: "no 
leavened bread shall be eaten" (Heb. Chametz) (Shemot 13:3). WHAT 
IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 'MACHMETZET' AND 'CHAMETZ'? 
The latter is masculine, while the former is feminine. Rabbi Shimon 
said: Elazar, my son, in the former case it is written, "You shall eat 
nothing" while in the latter case it is written, "no... shall be eaten." 
Why in the latter case, does it not say: "You shall eat no LEAVENED 
BREAD"? HE ANSWERS THAT, with the female, who MUCH MORE 
corrupts her ways, THE STATEMENT is by way of warning: "YOU 
SHALL EAT NOTHING." BUT IN THE CASE OF the male OF THE 
KLIPOT, who is more inclined to grasp a thread of purity THAN THE 
FEMALE, THE STATEMENT IS by way of request: "NO...SHALL BE 
EATEN," WHICH IS NOT THE LANGUAGE OF WARNING OR 
COMMAND. This is why it is written IN THE ONE CASE "no...shall be 
eaten," AND IN THE OTHER CASE "You shall eat nothing."
 

 

731. He said to him: But father, it is also written: "You shall eat no 
leavened bread with it" (Devarim 16:3), NAMELY, THE LANGUAGE 
OF WARNING IS ALSO USED FOR CHAMETZ, WHICH IS THE MALE 
OF THE KLIPAH. He replied: In honor of the sacrifice, Scripture uses 
many extra words, AND THEREFORE SAYS: "YOU SHALL EAT NO 
LEAVENED BREAD WITH IT." But initially IT WAS SAID ABOUT 
CHAMETZ, "no leavened bread shall be eaten," WHICH is THE 
LANGUAGE of request. But subsequently, ABOUT MACHMETZET, a 
warning IS USED: "You shall eat nothing," for THE FEMALE OF THE 
KLIPOT is the most hardened of the two of them, OF THE MALE AND 
FEMALE OF THE KLIPAH. What is the reason for machmetzet BEING 
SO CALLED? It is because there is a smell of death there. Chametz 
ALLUDES TO the male AND HAS THEREFORE NO ALLUSION TO 
DEATH, but machmetzet is female. AND IT IS WRITTEN: "Her feet go 
down to death" (Mishlei 5:5). THUS, the first and last letters of the 
word MACHMETZET ARE MEM AND TAV that spell dead (Heb. met - 
Mem Tav). Thus she, THE FEMALE, greets anyone who eats 
leavened bread on Passover with death, and it should be known that 
he dies in this world and in the World to Come, as it is written: "even 
that soul shall be cut off" (Shemot 12:19).
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732. Why is it called 'matzoh'? It is as we have learned, Shadai, 
WHICH IS INTERPRETED as MEANING, May He who (she) said to His 
world Enough (Heb. dai), say to our troubles Enough, NAMELY, MAY 
HE CHASE AWAY FROM US THE JUDGMENTS AND TROUBLES. 
Matzoh is likewise, for it subdues and subjugates; namely, it chases 
away the evil ones of all sides and makes a quarrel with them, just as 
the name Shadai of the mezuzah chases away the evil spirits and 
demons that are at the gate. So, too, MATZOH chases them away 
from all the dwellings of holiness, and makes a quarrel and a fight 
with them, as it is written: "Masah and Merivah" (Shemot 17:7), and 
therefore the name is written as matzah. HE ASKS, but masah is 
spelled with a Samech, AND NOT WITH A TZADIK? HE ANSWERS 
THAT the Aramaic translation of Masah is matzuta. HENCE MATZOH 
IS SPELLED WITH TZADIK. 
The Faithful Shepherd talks about the ten plagues and about God's 
intention to punish all the rulers of Egypt because they misled 
mankind and made themselves divine. He examines the reason why 
unleavened bread was to be eaten for seven days, and he brings in 
the factors of the seven Sfirot and the seven planets and the seven 
blessings. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (The Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

733. The Faithful Shepherd said: Just as the tongue is a rod over all 
members of the household, FOR HE CHASTISES THEM WITH HIS 
TONGUE, WHICH IS THE SAME FOR THEM AS THOUGH HE HAS 
CHASTISED THEM WITH A ROD; and as the tongue is the secret of 
the letter Vav, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN THAT IS CALLED THE YUD HEI 
VAV HEI, and is a rod in which are ten letters; FOR THE YUD HEI 
VAV HEI, WHEN SPELLED OUT FULLY WITH ALEPHS, HAS TEN 
LETTERS YUD VAV DALET; HEI ALEPH; VAV ALEPH VAV; HEI 
ALEPH and with it the Holy One, blessed be He, smote them with ten 
plagues through him; and since all the plagues were from the side of 
the two Heis OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, THEREFORE Rabbi Akiva 
says: How do we know that each plague that the Holy One, blessed 
be He, brought down on the Egyptians in Egypt consisted of five 
plagues? We should deduce from this that... And the letter Hei 
(whose numerical value is five) times the letter Yud (whose 
numerical value is ten) gives fifty plagues, and Hei times fifty is 250, 
which is why at the sea they were smitten with 250 plagues.
 

 

734. Joseph said, the best of the land of Egypt, which is Raamses - 
and this is the land that they set aside for their idol to pasture in to 
its heart's content. And all the Egyptians considered those who tend 
their idols as themselves idols. And this is why Joseph requested 
from Pharaoh THE LAND OF RAAMSES TO TEND THEIR FLOCKS, in 
order to place his brothers in control over the gods of Egypt, so that 
they should be subjugated under them as slaves under their king, 
and that all of them should be subjugated under the name of Yud Hei 
Vav Hei on their part, and that none should rule in the world 
excepting the name of Yud Hei Vav Hei, and that all the appointed 
chieftains should also be subjugated to Him.
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735. And to show them that He will in the future punish them, as it is 
written: "and against all the Elohim of Egypt I will execute 
judgments: I am Hashem" (Shemot 12:12), because they mislead 
mankind and make themselves divine; and since the appointee of 
the ram is greater than the appointees of the other Elohim, the Holy 
One, blessed be He, commanded Yisrael: "They shall take to them 
every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for 
a house" (Shemot 12:3); and He gave them control over it, and they 
took hold of it as they did for one day, and for two and three days, 
and subsequently they brought it out for judgments before the eyes 
of all Egypt, to demonstrate that their deity is at Yisrael's disposal to 
enact judgment on it.
 

 

736. Therefore is it written: "Eat not of it raw, nor boiled at all in 
water, but roast with fire; its head with its legs, and with its 
entrails" (Shemot 12:9), so that it should be judged in the roasting 
fire. And He commanded that its bones be cast with contempt into 
the market-place, wherefore is it written: "Neither shall you break a 
bone of it" (Ibid. 46). And He commanded that on the fourth day, 
after it had been bound for three days, judgment be enacted upon it. 
And this was harder for them than all the plagues with which the 
Holy One, blessed be He, smote them through the Faithful Shepherd. 
Furthermore, He commanded that it not be eaten with appetite, BUT 
WITH A FULL STOMACH. And immediately on their seeing its bones 
in the market-place and being unable to rescue it, this was the most 
difficult thing for them. Furthermore, it is said about them: "and your 
staff in your hand" (Ibid. 11), to subdue all the idols of Egypt under 
their hands. And since their Elohim are the first-born of the 
chieftains, it is written: "Hashem smote all the firstborn" (Ibid. 29).
 

 

737. And after all this, it is written: "no leavened bread (Heb. 
Chametz) shall be eaten" (Shemot 13:3), "seven days you shall you 
eat unleavened bread (Heb. matzot) with it, the bread of 
affliction" (Devarim 16:3). And it is written: "You shall eat nothing 
leavened (Heb. machmetzet)" (Shemot 12:20). Said the Faithful 
Shepherd: Why did He command not to eat leavened bread for seven 
days, but to eat on them unleavened bread (Heb. matzah)? And why 
IN ONE CASE is it written: "no...shall be eaten," while in THE OTHER 
CASE it is written: "You shall eat nothing"? AND HE ANSWERS, 
there are seven planets, namely Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Sun, Venus, 
Mercury, and Moon, AND THESE ARE THE SECRET OF CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT, THAT 
ARE IN THE VESSELS OF THE REAR OF MALCHUT. And they are 
from the side of good and evil, for the light that is within is matzoh, 
while the Klipah that is on the outside is chametz. And the chametz 
is masculine, while machmetzet is feminine, AND THEY ARE MALE 
AND FEMALE OF THAT SAME KLIPAH THAT IS ON THE OUTSIDE. 
AND ABOUT THE MALE OF THE KLIPAH, WHICH IS NOT THAT 
GRAVE, IT IS SAID: "NO...SHALL BE EATEN," BUT ABOUT THE 
FEMALE OF THE KLIPAH, WHICH IS A SERIOUS MATTER, IT IS 
SAID: "YOU SHALL EAT NOTHING."
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738. The Matzah that is within THE SEVEN ABOVE-MENTIONED 
PLANETS is guarded FROM THE KLIPOT, which are "and the seven 
maidens who were chosen to be given her, out of the king's 
house" (Ester 2:9), NAMELY, THE VESSELS OF THE REAR OF 
MALCHUT OF ATZILUT, IN WHICH CHOCHMAH IS COATED AT THE 
TIME OF GREATNESS OF MALCHUT. And about them it is said: 
"And you shall observe (guard) the (commandment of) unleavened 
bread" (Shemot 12:17) Matzah is guarded FROM THE KLIPOT, for her 
husband, who is Vav, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH IS THE SECRET 
OF THE VAV OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI. And MATZAH (MEM TZADIK 
HEI), with it, THE VAV, becomes mitzvah (lit. 'a precept' - Mem Tzadik 
Vav Hei).
 

 

739. And he who guards it for the Yud Hei, that are hidden in the 
Mem Tzadik of Matzah, FOR, IN THE ATBASH ALPHABET, WHERE 
THE FINAL LETTER, TAV, IS SUBSTITUTED FOR THE FIRST 
LETTER, ALEPH, AND THE PENULTIMATE LETTER, SHIN, FOR THE 
SECOND LETTER, BET, Yud is Mem, Hei is Tzadik, AS THE MEM OF 
MATZOH IS REPLACED BY YUD, AND THE TZADIK OF MATZOH IS 
REPLACED BY HEI, THIS THEREFORE BEING THE SECRET OF THE 
YUD HEI, HIDDEN IN THE MEM TZADIK OF MATZOH. And the Holy 
One, blessed be He, commanded that MALCHUT be blessed with 
seven blessings on the Eve of Passover, namely, its seven maidens, 
NAMELY, THE SEVEN VESSELS CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT OF ATZILUT, FROM THE 
ASPECT OF THE REAR, AS ABOVE, WHICH ARE CALLED 'Saturn', 
'Jupiter', 'Mars', 'Sun', 'Venus', 'Mercury', and 'Moon'. And He 
commanded that THE KLIPOT, WHICH ARE chametz (lit. 'leavened 
bread') and machmetzet (lit. 'anything leavened') be removed from 
them, for they are dark clouds that cover the lights of the seven 
planets, as it is said about them: "and when they had eaten them up, 
it could not be known that they had eaten them; but they were still ill-
favored," namely, darkness, "as at the beginning." (Beresheet 41:21). 
For the darkness of their clouds is so STRONG that the lights THAT 
ARE IN THE SEVEN PLANETS are unable to illuminate to them, and 
for this reason: "it could not be known that they had eaten them." 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
106. "Rebuke the wild beast of the reed grass" 
Rabbi Shimon explains the meaning of the wild beast and the reed grass. He says that the reed is the head over all the kingdoms and in the future 
God will break it like a reed.

740. Rabbi Shimon opened with: "Rebuke the wild beast of the reed 
grass, the company of the bulls with the calves of the 
peoples" (Tehilim 68:31). "Rebuke the wild beast" refers to that beast 
on to which Esau held. "Reed grass" is as we have learned, for on 
the day that Solomon took the daughter of Pharaoh, Gabriel came 
and stuck a reed in the sea, and the city of Rome was built on it. 
What is "reed?" It is the male of that wicked animal ONTO WHICH 
ESAU HELD, which has a small part in the unity of holiness, namely 
the reed that GABRIEL stuck into the great sea. And for this reason it 
rules the world, and about this rule it is written: "the reeds and 
rushes shall wither" (Yeshayah 19:6). "Reed" is the regime and head 
over all kingdoms, and furthermore IT IS FOR THIS REASON 
CALLED "reed," since in the future the Holy One, blessed be He, is 
going to break it as a reed.
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741. Come and see: In Egypt THAT "WILD BEAST OF THE REED 
GRASS" rules, and a number of different types of regime issue from 
it. And they all are in the secret of chametz (lit. 'leavened bread'). 
Since the Holy One, blessed be He, broke it, He removed the 
chametz (lit. 'leavened bread') and introduced Matzah (lit. 
'unleavened bread'). What did He use TO BREAK IT? With the 
smallest and thinnest thread, He broke the letter Chet of chametz 
(Chet Mem Tzadik). Thus it is called "the wild beasts of the reed 
grass" because it is as easy to break as is this reed. With what was it 
broken? It was with a thread small as a hair that He broke the Chet 
and removed it from its former state and it became Matzah. 
Therefore it is written: "Rebuke the wild beast of the reed grass," for 
the Holy One, blessed be He, rebuked it, and the Chet of chametz 
was broken and became a Hei.
 

 

742. And in the future the Holy One, blessed be He, will break that 
reed as follows: He will break off the foot of the Kof of kaneh (lit. 
'reed'), so hineh (lit. 'behold' - Hei Nun Hei) will remain, AS IS 
WRITTEN: "Behold, Adonai Elohim will come with might, and His 
arm shall rule for Him: behold, His reward is with Him, and His hire 
before Him" (Yeshayah 40:10). What is the meaning of "and His 
hire"? This is the operation on that letter Kof, "and His hire before 
Him," for He will remove the foot of the Kof OF KANEH (KOF NUN 
HEI), making it into hineh. "A harbinger to Zion will I give: Behold 
(Heb. hineh), behold them" (Yeshayah 41:27). 
Rabbi Shimon says that Esau is Rome that is attached to the reed 
that Gabriel stuck in the great sea; the reed is also called leavened 
bread. When the Redemption comes God will break that reed and the 
Temple will be revealed in the world. The Faithful Shepherd 
compares the two Temples to the pupils of the eye that are clouded. 
He talks about the two Messiahs and looks forward to the day when 
the rule of Rome will be broken. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (The Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

743. Rabbi Shimon opened with the verse: "Rebuke the wild beast of 
the reed grass, the company of the bulls with the calves of the 
peoples." "Rebuke the wild beast of the reeds" refers to a reed, to 
which is attached Esau, which is the large city, Rome, that Gabriel 
stuck as a reed in the great sea - WHICH IS A SECRET, FOR THE 
REED IS ATTACHED TO MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'THE GREAT 
SEA', and on it a large city, Rome was built, WHICH IS THE SECRET 
OF THE KINGDOM OF ESAU. And this is a reed that is CALLED 
'chametz' (lit. 'leavened bread'). When the Redemption comes to 
Yisrael, He will break THAT REED, as it is written: "Rebuke the wild 
beast of the reeds, the company," and the chametz THAT IS DRAWN 
DOWN FROM THE REED is immediately removed from the world, 
WITH its machmetzet, NAMELY, ITS FEMALE, which is THE CITY 
Rome, and Matzah (lit. 'unleavened bread') will be revealed in the 
world, for this is the Temple, the First Temple and the Second 
Temple, WHICH ARE BINAH AND MALCHUT.
 

 

744. The Faithful Shepherd said: They, THE FIRST TEMPLE AND THE 
SECOND TEMPLE, correspond to the pupil of the right eye and the 
pupil of the left eye, and they correspond to the large and small 
Rome, paralleling the two clouds that cover the pupils of the right 
EYE and of the left EYE. They, in turn, correspond to leaven and 
leavened bread. And so long as these are not removed from the 
world, with not one of them being seen or found, the First Temple 
and the Second Temple are unable to be revealed in the world.
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745. And what healing will there be for the clouds that darken the 
pupils of the right and left eyes? What will be their remedy? This is 
the gall of a calf, as it is written: "there shall the calf feed, and there 
shall he lie down" (Yeshayah 27:10). "There shall the calf feed" 
refers to Messiah son of Joseph, about whom it is said: "His firstling 
of his herd, grandeur is his" (Devarim 33:17), WHICH IS THE SECRET 
OF THE FACE OF OX FROM THE LEFT SIDE. "and there shall he lie 
down" refers to Messiah son of David. One, NAMELY, MESSIAH SON 
OF DAVID, removes the large Rome, and the other, NAMELY 
MESSIAH SON OF JOSEPH, removes the small Rome; and 
corresponding to them are Michael and Gabriel, WHERE THE 
MICHAEL CORRESPONDS TO MESSIAH SON OF DAVID AND THE 
GABRIEL, TO MESSIAH SON OF JOSEPH.
 

 

746. And hence the Chet, which a thin thread breaks, and is replaced 
with a Hei, TURNING THE CHAMETZ (CHET MEM TZADIK) INTO 
MATZOH (MEM TZADIK HEI). For initially, "The reeds and rushes 
(Heb. suf) shall wither." 'Reed' refers to the rule of Rome, which is an 
end (Heb. sof) for all the kings, and which in the future the Holy One, 
blessed be He, will break. "Rebuke the wild beast of the reed grass" 
means rebuking the wicked beast, which is the Chet of chametz, and 
the foot of the Chet of machmetzet is broken, of which it is said: "Her 
feet go down to death" (Mishlei 5:5). Moreover: "Rebuke the wild 
beast of the reed grass" means that He will break the foot of the Kof 
of kaneh (Kof Nun Hei), and hineh (lit. 'behold' - Hei Nun Hei) 
remains. Immediately: "Behold, Adonai Elohim will come with might, 
and His arm shall rule for Him: behold, His reward is with Him, and 
His hire before Him" and: "A harbinger to Zion will I give: Behold, 
behold them (Heb. hineh, hinam); and to Jerusalem a messenger of 
good tidings." THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 'hineh' is 60; NAMELY, 
SIXTY YEARS after the year 1200, THE VERSES QUOTED ABOVE 
WILL BE FULFILLED, AS IS CLARIFIED BELOW.
 

 

 
 
107. Four redemptions 
Rabbi Shimon talks about the number of years until the redemption and the gathering in of the exiles, and we learn that there will be four 
redemptions. Explanation is made of the associated gematria and of the role of the four beasts of the chariot.

747. And the holy luminary said: "All the souls that came with 
Jacob...were sixty six" (Beresheet 46:26). Sixty is for the awakening 
of the first Messiah, and six is for the awakening of the second 
Messiah, and this leaves six years to go until the number 72, WHICH 
IS WHEN THE REDEMPTION WILL TAKE PLACE, NAMELY, ONE 
THOUSAND YEARS, WHICH IS THE WHOLE OF THE FIFTH 
MILLENIUM THAT IS DESTRUCTION THROUGHOUT, AND 272 
YEARS INTO THE SIXTH MILLENIUM, to establish therein the verse: 
"Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune 
your vineyard, and gather in its fruit" (Vayikra 25:3); NAMELY, 
TWICE SIX AFTER ONE MILLENIUM AND SIXTY YEARS IS THE TIME 
TO "GATHER IN ITS FRUIT" NAMELY, THE IN GATHERING OF THE 
EXILES, FOR YISRAEL IS CALLED 'FRUIT', as it is said: "Yisrael is 
holy to Hashem, the firstfruits of His increase" (Yirmeyah 2:3).
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748. HE ASKS: If it is so, THAT THE REDEMPTION IS TO BE IN THE 
1272ND YEAR, what is the intent of the verse: "Sing (Heb. Ronu = 
256) with gladness for Jacob" (Yirmeyah 31:6), WHICH WOULD 
SEEM TO IMPLY THAT THE REDEMPTION WILL BE IN THE 1256TH 
YEAR? HE ANSWERS THAT there are to be four redemptions 
corresponding to the four cups of wine at Passover, AND THEY ARE 
THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, TIFERET AND MALCHUT, 
since Yisrael is scattered into the four directions of the world, 
WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, TIFERET 
and MALCHUT, and those who are among the nations that are far 
away, will be REDEEMED early, in the 1256th YEAR. The next group 
WILL BE REDEEMED IN THE TWELVE HUNDRED AND 60th YEAR; 
the third GROUP IN THE TWELVE HUNDRED 66th YEAR; and the 
fourth GROUP IN THE YEAR TWELVE HUNDRED 72nd YEAR.
 

 

749. And these redemptions will be with the four living creatures OF 
THE CHARIOT: LION, OX, EAGLE AND MAN, in the name of the Yud 
Hei Vav Hei, that rides on them, as it is written: "that you ride upon 
your horses, your chariots of salvation" (Chavakuk 3:8). Opposite 
them will awaken below four standards and twelve tribes, in the 
secret OF THE THREE YUD HEI VAV HEI'S: 'Hashem reigns; Hashem 
reigned; Hashem will reign forever and ever'. There are here twelve 
letters, corresponding to the twelve tribes, and the twelve faces of 
the three patriarchs, NAMELY, THE THREE COLUMNS OF CHESED, 
GVURAH AND TIFERET, about whom it has been said: The 
patriarchs are the Chariot, FOR THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES ARE 
IN THE CHARIOT, THE FACE OF LION, OX, EAGLE, AND MAN. AND 
EACH HAS THE THREE COLUMNS CHESED, GVURAH AND 
TIFERET, MAKING TWELVE FACES. And these ten tribes ALLUDE to 
a thousand years, while the other two tribes ALLUDE to two hundred 
years, and from the twelve letters OF THE THREE YUD HEI VAV 
HEI'S are suspended the 72 Names. FOR THESE TWELVE LETTERS 
ARE TO BE FOUND IN EACH SFIRAH OF CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, OF ZEIR ANPIN, AND 
TWELVE MULTIPLIED BY SIX ARE 72. And these 72 are the years 
after one thousand and two hundred years. AND FROM THIS IS THE 
ALLUSION THAT THE REDEMPTION WILL COME AFTER 1272 
YEARS, AS ABOVE. AND IT SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD THAT ALL 
THE APOCALYPTIC DATES MENTIONED IN THE ZOHAR IMPLY 
THAT THAT IS A FAVORABLE TIME FOR YISRAEL TO REPENT, AND 
THAT THEIR REDEMPTION IS DEPENDENT ON THEIR REPENTANCE.
 

 

750. And they, THE 72 NAMES, allot 24 to each of the three holy 
living creatures CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, WHICH IS TO SAY AS 
FOLLOWS: IF ONE DIVIDES THE 72 NAMES BETWEEN THE SIX 
SFIROT CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, 
THERE WILL BE TWELVE IN EACH SFIRAH, AS ABOVE; BUT IF ONE 
DIVIDES THE 72 BETWEEN THE THREE SFIROT CHESED, GVURAH 
AND TIFERET ONLY, THERE WILL BE 24 IN EACH SFIRAH, FOR 3 X 
24 = 72. And the secret of 24 is: "And one called to the other and 
said" (Yeshayah 6:3), they being three groups OF ANGELS, EACH 
CONSISTING of 24 forms, where the first group says "Holy," and the 
second group says "holy," and the third group says "holy." AND ALL 
OF THIS IS IN THE ILLUMINATION OF THE 72 NAMES, FOR THE 
THREE GROUPS TOGETHER COME TO 72. The left immediately 
awakens with 42 letters, NAMELY, THE 42-LETTER NAME, that 
executes judgment on Amalek.
 

 

 
 
108. "A bird's nest" 
This section talks about the sages of the Torah, the sages of the Mishnah, the people of Yisrael, priests and Kabbalists. We hear that during the exile 
prayer was decreed instead of sacrifices.
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751. "If a bird's nest chance to be before you in the way" (Devarim 
22:6). "In the way" refers to the sages of the Bible, "in any tree" to 
the sages of the Mishnah, who are as young birds nestling in the 
branches of the tree. And there are those who say that "in any tree" 
refers to Yisrael about whom it is said: "for as the days of a tree 
shall the days of My people be" (Yeshayah 65:22); or that "on the 
ground" refers to the sages of the Torah, about whom it is said: 
'Sleep on the ground and live a life of suffering while you toil in the 
Torah'. "Young ones" (Ibid.) refers to young priests, and 
"eggs" (Ibid.) are those whom the Holy One, blessed be He, 
nourishes from buffalo's horns to louse's eggs THAT IS TO SAY, 
INCLUDING EVERYTHING, FROM THE SMALLEST TO THE 
LARGEST. "And the mother sitting upon the young" (Ibid.) is the 
time when sacrifices used to be offered. What is written THEN? "You 
shall not take the mother bird together with the young" (Ibid.). THAT 
IS TO SAY: DO NOT BREAK UP THE UNION OF THE MOTHER, WHO 
IS THE SHECHINAH, WITH THE YOUNG, WHO ARE YISRAEL.
  

752. After the destruction of the Temple and the annulment of the 
sacrifices, what is written? "but you shall surely let the mother 
go" (Devarim 22:7), WHERE THE MOTHER IS THE SHECHINAH, and 
the young have been exiled, namely, "and take the young to 
you" (Ibid.). FOR THE KABBALISTS ARE CALLED 'YOUNG',' for they 
are from the side of the letter Aleph that is inserted in the spelling of 
the letter Vav FILLED OUT, NAMELY, VAV ALEPH VAV OF THE YUD 
HEI VAV HEI, which is a long world, FOR THIS LETTER ALEPH THAT 
IS INSERTED IN THE FILLED OUT VAV ALEPH VAV, IS DRAWN 
DOWN FROM BINAH, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE WORLD TO 
COME, WHICH IS A WORLD THAT IS THROUGHOUT LONG, about 
which it is said: "that it may be well with you, and that you may 
prolong your days" in the world that is altogether long.
 

 

753. AND IN THE EXILE, prayer was decreed instead of sacrifices, 
AND YISRAEL raised their voices with the sound of the songs, the 
recital of the Sh'ma, WHICH ASCENDS to the Central Column that is 
on high, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, for the mother and the daughter, 
WHICH ARE BINAH AND MALCHUT, are in exile, FOR INASMUCH AS 
MALCHUT IS COMPOSED OF BINAH, TO THAT EXTENT BINAH IS 
ALSO IN EXILE, and immediately on ZEIR ANPIN's descent, He is 
joined with the daughter, WHICH IS MALCHUT, that is called 'dim 
hand', in order to connect the Vav, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, with the 
Hei, WHICH IS MALCHUT IN SIX SFIROT, FOR THE RECITAL OF THE 
SH'MA IS THE DRAWING DOWN OF the six intermediate Sfirot OF 
GREATNESS TO ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT. Immediately, 'Blessed 
be the name of the glory of His kingdom forever and ever' is 
whispered to Chochmah, FOR IT IS THE SECRET OF THE UNITY OF 
MALCHUT, TO WHICH THE EMANATION IS THEN DRAWN DOWN 
FROM CHOCHMAH.
 

 

 
 
109. The four passages in the Tefilin and the recital of Sh'ma 
After a description of the four sections of the Tefilin we hear that the prayer, the Sh'ma, is the crown on the head of Zeir Anpin, because Sandalfon 
ties all the prayers together and makes them into a crown. The assertion is made that the Shechinah is God's tabernacle, His table, His candelabra, 
His ark and His altar.
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754. The NUMERICAL VALUE OF 'one' (Heb. echad), THE FINAL 
WORD OF THE FIRST LINE OF THE SH'MA YISRAEL, together with 
the NUMERICAL VALUE OF 'glory' (Heb. kavod), FROM 'BLESSED 
BE THE GLORY OF THE NAME OF HIS KINGDOM FOR EVER AND 
EVER', add up to Mem Hei of Chochmah (Chet Caf Mem Hei). For 
CHOCHMAH is brought down to Ima, and immediately on the 
descent OF CHOCHMAH TO IMA, the people bind it with the knot of 
the head Tefilin, FOR THE KNOT OF THE HEAD TEFILIN IS THE 
SECRET OF LEAH, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF DRY LAND, WHO IS 
THE ONE TO RECEIVE FROM DESCENDING CHOCHMAH, IN THE 
SECRET OF THE VERSE: "AND YOU SHALL SEE MY 
BACK" (SHEMOT 33:23), THAT ALLUDES TO THE KNOT OF THE 
HEAD TEFILIN. And for this reason, the four sections of the Tefilin 
are: "Sanctify to me" (Shemot 13:1-10), which is Chochmah; "And it 
shall be when Hashem shall bring you into the land" (Shemot 13:11-
16), which is Binah; "Hear, O Yisrael" (Devarim 6:4-9), which is 
Tiferet, consisting of six Sfirot in the six words OF THE SH'MA: Hear, 
O-Yisrael, Hashem, our-Elohim, Hashem is-one; "And it shall come 
to pass, if you hearken" (Devarim 11:13-21), which is Malchut that is 
CALLED 'faint hand'. The prayer is Keter (lit. 'crown'), namely, a 
crown on the head OF ZEIR ANPIN, IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSE: 
"There is none holy as Hashem" (I Shmuel 2:2), WHERE THE 
LETTER CAF (MEANING 'AS') ALLUDES TO KETER, because 
Sandalfon ties all the prayers together and makes them into a crown.
 

 

755. At that time the table has to be prepared for the King's banquet, 
and the tabernacle and candelabra and the ark and the altar and all 
sorts of utensils of the King's house have to be arranged. And we do 
not refer to just any table that is not made by the Holy One, blessed 
be He, for we are referring to none other than the table which is 
made by the Holy One, blessed be He, which is His Shechinah. And 
THE SHECHINAH is ZEIR ANPIN's tabernacle, His table, His 
candelabra, His ark, His altar, for she, THE SHECHINAH, consists of 
all the utensils of the upper King, WHO IS ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

 
 
110. The shew-bread which is the twelve faces 
We learn about the sacrifices that are made by fire, and about the correspondence between the show-bread and the twelve countenances of the 
three Holy Beasts. The Faithful Shepherd uses the analogy of the oven in which the bread is baked to show the role of the Shechinah, and says that 
there is clean fine flour in the bread of the Torah. In reference to the wood that is burned in the offering he tells us that the name given to the sages 
of Torah is "trees of holiness."

756. Those WHO ARE CALLED 'SONS', WHO ARE MENTIONED 
ABOVE, are the ones who arrange the wine and bread of the upper 
King, ZEIR ANPIN, and about them it is said: "My offering, the 
provision of My sacrifices made by fire" (Bemidbar 28:2). For only 
those that are called 'the fire offerings of Hashem' may be offered to 
Him, and it is therefore WRITTEN: "My offering, the provision of My 
sacrifices made by fire." For it is said about it: "Come, eat of my 
bread" (Mishlei 9:5), and they are called 'the shew-bread' (lit. 'the 
bread of the countenances'), there being twelve countenances THAT 
ARE ALLUDED TO IN THE THREE YUD HEI VAV HEI'S: "Hashem 
bless you... Hashem make His face to shine... Hashem lift up His 
countenance..." (Bemidbar 6:24-26), AND THERE ARE THUS 
TWELVE THAT CORRESPOND TO THE twelve countenances of three 
holy living creatures.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/43%20-%20Pinchas.htm (212 of 252)2004/07/07 23:16:21



1

757. What is the bread of these twelve countenances? It is the bread 
of man, which is THE SECRET OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, FULLY 
SPELLED WITH ALEPHs, THUS YUD VAV DALET; HEI ALEPH; VAV 
ALEPH VAV; HEI ALEPH, WHICH IS THE NUMERICAL EQUIVALENT 
OF MAN (HEB. ADAM = 45). AND THEY ARE TWELVE IN THE 
SECRET OF THE THREE YUD HEI VAV HEI'S, WHICH MEAN THE 
THREE COLUMNS, IN EACH OF WHICH IS ONE YUD HEI VAV HEI, 
MAKING A TOTAL OF TWELVE LETTERS, AS ABOVE. And He has 
bread in four faces, which are the four letters of the Yud Hei Vav Hei, 
THAT INCLUDE TWELVE FACES, AS ABOVE. This bread of the 
King's table is clean fine flour, THAT CONTAINS NO CHAFF OR 
STRAW, WHICH ARE JUDGMENTS.
 

 

758. His oven, in which he bakes the bread, is the Shechinah, for 
THE BREAD cooks and is completed there. And this is why one 
should not start cutting the bread other than at the point where its 
cooking was completed, namely, it is similar to the perfection of a 
fruit that has reached full ripeness. And this is Adonai, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, which is completion and perfection of the Yud Hei Vav 
Hei, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, which is the shew-bread (lit. 'bread of the 
faces'), NAMELY, THE TWELVE COUNTENANCES MENTIONED 
ABOVE WHICH ARE IN ZEIR ANPIN. Adonai is ZEIR ANPIN's oven 
AND COMPLETES HIM. AND IT IS CALLED 'A FURNACE' (HEB. 
KIVSHAN) because it is subdued (Heb. KEVUSHAH) under its 
husband, and for her it is it said: "And Mount Sinai smoked in every 
part, because Hashem descended upon it in fire: and the smoke 
thereof ascended like the smoke of a furnace" (Shemot 19:18). 
"Furnace" here does not MEAN as an ordinary furnace, but rather 
that in which He applies (Heb. kovesh) His mercies to His people 
when they pray and present their supplications. AND SO IS IT SAID: 
May Your mercy suppress (Heb. YICHBESHU) your anger. And IT 
WAS SAID of it: What do you have to do with the secrets of the 
Merciful One? FOR THE SECRETS OF THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE 
HE, ARE CALLED 'KIVSHE' (LIT. 'SECRETS') OF THE MERCIFUL 
ONE.
 

 

759. And in the bread of the Torah there is CLEAN fine flour, which 
the King gives to those about whom it is said: 'All Yisrael are the 
children of kings', NAMELY, HE GIVES IT TO THOSE WHO ARE 
CALLED 'CHILDREN', for it is the food of the righteous. And there is 
also bread of the Torah that is waste matter and which is given to the 
servants and handmaids of the king's house, WHO ATTEND TO THE 
HORSES AND RIDERS OF THE KING'S HOUSE. And for this reason it 
is said about the queen: "She rises also while it is yet night, and 
gives food to her household, and a portion to her maidens" (Mishlei 
31:15), who are the sages of the Mishnah. And this is why it is said 
about the food of the king: "and a tenth part of an efah of 
flour" (Bemidbar 28:5). FINE FLOUR, certainly; while THE TENTH 
PART OF AN EFAH is the Yud (whose numerical value is ten) of 
Adonai, which is certainly tenth, and it follows that this fine flour is 
the food of the King, AS ABOVE.
  

760. THE FAITHFUL SHEPHERD SAID: Rise up, holy luminary, you 
and Rabbi Elazar, your son, together with Rabbi Aba, Rabbi Yehuda, 
Rabbi Yosi, Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Yudai, to prepare a gift for the 
King, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, to make a sacrifice of all the 
limbs, which are Yisrael, so that they should be sacrificial offerings 
to the Holy One, blessed be He. And those who are called 'the 
Neshamah' of YISRAEL ARE OFFERED to the limbs of the holy 
Shechinah, NAMELY, TO THE SFIROT OF MALCHUT, WHICH IS 
CALLED 'fire OF the Most High'. AND THIS FIRE is attached to the 
pieces of wood that are called "the wood (Heb. etz) of the burnt 
offering" (Beresheet 22:6), namely, the Tree (Heb. etz) of Life, WHICH 
IS ZEIR ANPIN, and the Tree (Heb. etz) of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil, WHICH IS MALCHUT. Trees of holiness are the name given to 
the sages of Torah, for the Torah is attached to them, as it is said: 
"Is not My word like a fire? says Hashem" (Yirmeyah 23:29).
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111. "My offering, the provision of My sacrifices made by fire" 
We are told that Yisrael offers the Torah to God, and the Torah is His bread and His wine and His meat; the Torah is holy flesh that descends from 
heaven. This explains the meaning of "My offering, the provision of My sacrifices made by fire."

761. It is said ABOUT MALCHUT: "a burnt offering to 
Hashem" (Bemidbar 28:11), "an offering to Hashem" (Vayikra 27:9), 
"a sacrifice made by fire to Hashem" (Bemidbar 28:6), and it is said: 
"My offering, the provision of My sacrifices made by fire" (Ibid. 2). 
And has it not already been written: Sacrifices must be offered to 
none other than Hashem? What, therefore, is the meaning of "My 
offering, the provision of My sacrifices made by (also: 'to') fire"? HE 
ANSWERS, one who offers a gift does so by custom for the king, and 
the king distributes it to whomever he pleases. Yisrael, likewise, 
offers the Torah, WHICH IS MALCHUT, to the Holy One, blessed be 
He, that is His bread and His wine and His meat. And it is said about 
it, ABOUT THE TORAH, WHICH IS MALCHUT, "bone of my bones, 
and flesh of my flesh" (Beresheet 2:23). And this is holy flesh, about 
which the teachers of the academy taught: We are talking about 
flesh that descends from heaven.
 

 

 
 
112. Fine flour, average flour and waste matter 
Moses says that God gives His finest food to those He loves who are on the side of the Tree of Life; He gives His average food to the angels, or 
sages of Mishnah; and he gives the waste food to the evil spirits and demons.

762. What does the Holy One, blessed be He, do with this gift, 
NAMELY, WITH THE ILLUMINATION OF THE MATING MADE BY THE 
SACRIFICE, AS ABOVE? HE IS like a king who eats at his own table, 
and every type is served at the table: fine flour, medium flour, and 
waste matter, and he distributes from his table to all those sitting at 
the banquet, through his appointees, to each one as befits him. He 
commands that bread made out of fine flour that the king eats be 
given to those he loves who are near to him as it is written: "My 
offering, the provision of My sacrifices made by fire, for a sweet 
savor to Me" (Bemidbar 28:2), namely: "the offerings of Hashem 
made by fire, and His dues shall they eat" (Devarim 18:1). And THIS 
FOOD is from the side of the Tree of Life AND IS, THEREFORE, 
CLEAN FINE FLOUR, WITHOUT ANY WASTE MATTER AT ALL. But 
from the side of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, IN WHICH 
THERE IS WASTE MATTER, which is the average flour, He 
commanded to be given to the angels, while the waste matter HE 
GIVES to the evil spirits and demons who serve the horses and 
riders of the king.
 

 

763. And here, too, THE MEDIUM FLOUR IS GIVEN to the king's 
horsemen, namely the sages of Mishnah, who are as the angels, and 
their servants are the Jewish spirits (Heb. shed - Shin Dalet) marked 
by the sign of Shadai, FOR THEY ARE WRITTEN WITH THE LETTERS 
SHIN DALET OF SHADAI (SHIN DALET YUD). And there are also evil 
spirits and demons from the side of impurity that are called 'idol-
worshipping spirit', for "The Elohim has made the one as well as the 
other" (Kohelet 7:14).
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764. And for this reason the sages of the Mishnah said: There are 
three kinds of them, OF THE SPIRITS OF THE JEWS. One kind are 
like ministering angels, the second kind are like human beings and 
the third kind are like animals, and some of them are scholars in the 
Written Law and the Oral Law. And he who is called 'Joseph the 
spirit' is so called because he was sired by a spirit. And it was not 
for nothing that the sages of the Mishnah said: If the rabbi is similar 
to an angel of Hosts, let them seek Torah from his mouth. FOR THE 
SAGES OF THE MISHNAH ARE LIKENED TO THE ANGELS. And 
Asmodeus, the king OF THE SPIRITS, and all his family are, it has 
been taught, Jewish spirits, for they have submitted to the Torah and 
the names of the Torah.
 

 

765. And because the sons of Aaron arranged their sacrifices, this is 
why they were punished, for even though all the sacrifices are 
offered to the king, THE KING distributes them to each one, as befits 
him, and takes for himself what befits him. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
113. Shavuot 
We learn that the Torah depends on the river issuing forth from Eden.

766. "Also on the day of the firstfruits, when you bring a new meal 
offering to Hashem" (Bemidbar 28:26). Rabbi Aba said: It is written 
"the day of the firstfruits," but what does "day" refer to? HE 
ANSWERS THAT this is a river issuing forth from Eden, NAMELY, 
ZEIR ANPIN, who is a day of those upper first-fruits, NAMELY YUD 
HEI, ABA AND IMA, WHO ARE CALLED 'FIRST-FRUITS'. And upon it 
the Torah depends, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, and He brings forth all 
the secrets of the Torah, and because He is the Tree of Life, the fruit 
of the tree has to be brought. 
Moses says that Yisrael is the firstfruits for God of all the nations in 
the world. He tells us that Vav is the river that comes out of Eden, 
and that when the river comes out then all the secrets of the Torah 
also come out. Moses talks about the six Sfirot that are called the 
primordial years of the creation of the world; because the six Sfirot 
preceded the world and all the creatures, they are called firstfruits. 
Man is called the firstborn son after the name of the sign of the 
covenant that is Yud. Lastly the Faithful Shepherd tells us that the 
Torah is called 'glory' and anyone who studies Torah is called a king. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

767. "Also on the day of the firstfruits, when you bring a new meal 
offering to Hashem." Rabbi Aba said: "the day of the firstfruits" 
refers to the upper firstfruits of the Torah, NAMELY, ABA AND IMA, 
as it is written: "The choicest first-fruits of your land you shall 
bring" (Shemot 23:19). The Faithful Shepherd said, Just as the 
firstborn to their mother, so are the first-fruits of the tree called, "the 
first ripe fruit in the fig" (Hoshea 9:10). So, too, is Yisrael the first-
ripe and the first-fruits for the Holy One, blessed be He, of all the 
nations of the world, as it is written: "Yisrael is holy to 
Hashem..." (Yirmeyah 2:3). For this reason it is said about them, 
ABOUT THE FIRST FRUITS THAT ALLUDE TO YISRAEL: "you shall 
bring to the house of Hashem your Elohim" (Shemot 23:19), 
NAMELY, THAT THEY SHOULD MERIT COMPLETE REDEMPTION. 
AND BECAUSE OF WHAT it is said about the idolatrous nations: 
"and they devour Yisrael with open mouth" (Yeshayah 9:11); IT IS 
ALSO SAID ABOUT THEM: "ALL THAT DEVOUR HIM shall be held 
guilty; evil shall come upon them" (Yirmeyah 2:3).
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768. And so, too, VAV, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, that includes six 
Sfirot, and which is the son of Yud Hei, WHICH ARE ABA AND IMA 
THAT ARE CALLED 'FIRST-FRUITS', is called 'a firstfruit'. And all the 
branches that come out from it and in which there are heads, THE 
LEVELS WHICH CONTAIN THE UPPER THREE SFIROT THAT ARE 
TERMED HEAD, are called 'first-fruits'. Vav is a river of those upper 
firstfruits, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and this is the river that comes out 
of Eden, WHICH IS YUD HEI, and it is on this that the Torah is 
dependent. And when it comes out AND IS REVEALED then all 
secrets of the Torah come out because it is both the Tree of Life and 
the Torah, as it is written: "She is a Tree of Life to those who lay hold 
on her" (Mishlei 3:18). And the precepts OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS 
THE TORAH, are like the buds of the fruit of the tree that have to be 
brought TO THE HOUSE OF HASHEM.
 

 

769. The Faithful Shepherd said, You might ask: Why are the first-
fruits, that are called "a new meal offering" (Bemidbar 28:26), TO BE 
FOUND ON THE TREE from six months to six months? THAT IS, 
DURING THE SIX MONTHS OF THE WINTER AND AUTUMN THEY 
ARE ON THE TREE AS A FETUS IN ITS MOTHER'S WOMB, AND 
FROM WHEN THEY START GROWING UNTIL THEY ARE FULLY RIPE 
ANOTHER SIX MONTHS PASS. WHAT IS THE REASON FOR THIS 
TAKING SIX MONTHS? And again, about man it is said: "for is the 
tree of the field a man" (Devarim 20:19). WHAT IS THE REASON FOR 
HIS HAVING a nine or seven-month GESTATION PERIOD? And it is 
also SAID about cattle: "then it shall be seven days under its dam; 
and from the eighth day and thenceforth it shall be accepted for an 
offering made by fire to Hashem" (Vayikra 22:27), namely, to be 
offered as a sacrifice before Hashem. AND WHAT IS THE REASON 
FOR THE SEVEN DAYS BEING REQUIRED? Furthermore, why are 
the Sfirot, in which are the name of the Yud Hei Vav Hei and all His 
appellations, called by the names of the living creatures, NAMELY, 
LION, OX, EAGLE, AND MAN?
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770. HE ANSWERS, however, "a new meal offering" is to be 
understood by way of mystery, AND ITS MEANING is the Shechinah. 
From six months to six months THAT THE FRUITS ARE GESTATING 
ON THE TREE refers to the six Sfirot CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD which are called 'the primordial years 
of the creation of the world', which are the secret of the six thousand 
years that the world has been in existence, AND THEY ARE CALLED 
'YEARS' from the aspect of upper Ima, WHICH IS BINAH, while from 
the aspect of lower Ima, WHICH IS MALCHUT, they are called 
'months'. And because these six SFIROT preceded the world and all 
the creatures, they are called 'firstfruits', AND THIS IS THE SECRET 
WHY THE FRUIT OF THE TREE ARE THE FIRST-FRUITS OF THE SIX 
MONTHS, FROM THE TIME THEY START GROWING UNTIL THEY 
ARE FULLY RIPE, NAMELY, CORRESPONDING TO CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD FROM THE 
ASPECT OF MALCHUT.
 

 

771. And the Shechinah, which is "a new meal offering" is from the 
aspect of the living creature, about whom it is said "As for the 
likeness of their faces, they had the face of a man" (Yechezkel 1:10), 
THAT IS THE NINE MONTHS OF GESTATION. FOR THE NUMERICAL 
VALUE OF 'MAN' (HEB. ADAM) is nine in the small calculation of 
Enoch, FOR IN THE SECRET OF THE SMALL NUMBER, WHICH IS 
METATRON, WHO IS CALLED 'ENOCH', THE VALUE OF THE 
LETTERS IS CONSIDERED ONLY AS A NUMBER OF UNITS, SUCH 
THAT THE LETTER MEM WILL BE ONLY FOUR, AND SO, TOO, TAV 
WILL BE ONLY FOUR, AND SO ON, SO THAT THE NUMERICAL 
VALUE OF ADAM IS NINE. And this is the secret of man, who is born 
after nine months of gestation. AND MAN WHO IS BORN is the tenth 
TO THEM and is thereby included in all TEN SFIROT. AND MAN is 
called 'the firstborn son', after the name of the sign of the covenant, 
WHICH IS YESOD, which is Yud, NAMED AFTER the first drop drawn 
out of him, seed shot as an arrow, FROM WHICH MAN IS BORN. AND 
EVERY DROP IS CALLED 'YUD', BECAUSE IT INCLUDES YUD 
SFIROT. And YESOD is Vav (numerical value of six) and IS THE 
DROP, being Yud that rises over Vav, WHICH IS YESOD, just as the 
fruit rises over the branch of the tree. AND BECAUSE THERE ARE 
THREE UPPER SFIROT, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF FIRSTFRUITS, IN 
THE TEN SFIROT, MAN IS THEREFORE CALLED 'A FIRSTBORN 
SON'.
 

 

772. And although there are many branches on the tree, on which are 
a number of figs, those THAT RIPEN first at the beginning are called 
'first-fruits'. And these are the 'heads' of all of them, and on a parallel 
with them it is said: "Lift up your heads, O you gates" (Tehilim 24:7), 
THE MEANING OF WHICH IS AS: "Lift up your eyes on high, and 
behold who has created these?" (Yeshayah 40:26); and also: "Take 
the sum (lit. 'Lift the head') of all the Congregation of the children of 
Yisrael" (Bemidbar 1:2).
 

 

773. "Lift up your heads, O you gates." Gates here are the fifty gates 
of Binah, which are the Heavenly Academy. "and be lifted up, you 
everlasting doors" refers to the doors of the Earthly Academy, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, for everyone who engages in the Torah is, at 
the end, lifted, as it is written: "If you have done foolishly in lifting 
yourself up" (Mishlei 30:32). And the sages of the Mishnah taught: 
Whoever abases himself (acts foolishly) for words of the Torah will, 
in the end, be exalted. And this is the meaning of "and the King of 
glory shall come in" (Tehilim 24:7), for there is no glory apart from 
the Torah.
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774. It follows that whoever learns Torah, which is called 'glory', is 
himself called 'a king', FOR IT IS WRITTEN "AND THE KING OF 
GLORY SHALL COME IN" (TEHILIM 24:7). And it should not be said 
that he is a king in the next world and no more than that, for he is a 
king in both the worlds, in the image of his Master. And this is why 
the verse comes twice: "Who is this king of glory?" (Ibid. 8) and 
"Who is this king of glory?" (Ibid. 10), WHICH TEACHES THAT THE 
REFERENCE IS TO BOTH THE WORLDS, THIS WORLD AND THE 
WORLD TO COME. The verse "Lift up your heads, O you gates" 
appears twice. What is the meaning of "your heads"? THE ANSWER 
TO THIS IS THAT on the one occasion they refer to the living 
creatures of the heavenly chariot, WHICH IS ABOVE THE CHEST OF 
ZEIR ANPIN; and on the other occasion they refer to the living 
creatures of the lower chariot THAT ARE IN MALCHUT. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna 
Rabbi Shimon explains the meaning of "lift up your heads, O you 
gates." We learn that God sanctifies all the festivals and makes sure 
that all the hosts of heaven become sanctified along with the 
children of Yisrael, in one unity.
 

 

775. Rabbi Shimon unraveled a verse, saying: "Lift up your heads, O 
you gates..." This verse has been taught and we have learned it. "Lift 
up your heads, O you gates," these are the upper gates, the gates of 
upper understanding, and they are fifty in number. "your heads." 
What heads does this refer to? THE ANSWER IS THAT each one, 
NAMELY, EACH GATE, has a head to be unclothed and enter into 
one another and to be incorporated within each other.
 

 

776. I found in the Book of Enoch: "Lift up your heads, O you gates." 
These are the gates that are below the Patriarchs, NAMELY, BELOW 
CHESED, GVURAH, AND TIFERET, WHICH ARE CALLED 
'PATRIARCHS', and they are the three last SFIROT, NAMELY 
NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD. "your heads" are the heads of the 
thousand of Yisrael, and they are the upper patriarchs, NAMELY 
CHESED, GVURAH, AND TIFERET, WHICH, AT THE TIME OF 
GREATNESS, BECOME CHOCHMAH, BINAH AND DA'AT, and they 
are the heads of those gates. And for the sake of these, NETZACH, 
HOD, AND YESOD, which are the Ofanim that encompass and bear 
them on their shoulders, it is said: "Lift up your heads, O gates." Lift 
up whom? Your heads, for they, CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET, 
are heads over you and have control over you. "and be lifted up, you 
everlasting doors" (Tehilim 24:7): These are the Matriarchs, and they 
are four who are below, NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT, THAT ARE IN MALCHUT, WHERE SARAH IS CHESED, 
RIVKAH IS GVURAH, LEAH IS TIFERET AND RACHEL IS MALCHUT.
 

 

777. "and the king of glory shall come in": This is the supreme King 
over all, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH INCLUDES CHESED, 
GVURAH, AND TIFERET AND ALSO NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, 
for he is King of that same glory because he gives light to the moon, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, THAT IS CALLED 'GLORY'. And who is this? It 
is "Hashem Tzevaot" (Ibid. 10), NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS SO 
CALLED. "shall come" (Ibid. 7). HE ASKS, To what place HE "SHALL 
COME"? AND HE ANSWERS, to bring the Torah, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, in the Ark, WHICH IS MALCHUT, in one union as is fitting. 
For after the former has entered his place, NAMELY, AFTER ZEIR 
ANPIN HAS MATED WITH MALCHUT, WHICH IS HIS PLACE, IT IS 
THEN CONSIDERED THAT the Torah, WHICH IS AN ASPECT OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, has entered the Ark, WHICH IS AN ASPECT OF 
MALCHUT. And they have become joined together in one union, the 
upper Torah WHICH IS AN ASPECT OF ZEIR ANPIN with the Oral 
Torah, WHICH IS AN ASPECT OF MALCHUT, for they join together in 
order to interpret hidden matters, NAMELY, TO REVEAL THE 
SECRETS OF THE TORAH TO THE RIGHTEOUS.
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778. HE ASKS: When IS THIS UNITY MADE? AND HE ANSWERS: 
ABOUT THIS IT IS WRITTEN: "ALSO ON THE DAY OF THE 
FIRSTFRUITS, WHEN YOU BRING A NEW MEAL OFFERING TO 
HASHEM in your feast of weeks" (Bemidbar 28:26). AND THE 
MEANING OF IT is according to your reckoning. For whenever 
Yisrael makes calculations regarding the new moons and festivals, 
the Holy One, blessed be He, sets an Ark within the heavens, 
NAMELY, ONE THAT IS LIKE THE LECTERN ARK OF THE READER, 
and passes a proclamation: 'My sons on earth have sanctified the 
month (or) have sanctified the festival. Sanctify yourselves, all of 
you in heaven.' And He sees to it that all the hosts of the heavens 
become sanctified as one with the holy people and they all keep one 
observance AT THE SAME TIME, ON THE SAME DAY THAT YISRAEL 
DETERMINED ON EARTH. Therefore IT IS WRITTEN: "in your...
weeks," namely, according to your reckoning of these seven weeks.
  

 
 
114. "But you shall surely let the Mother go" 
Rabbi Shimon uses the analogy of the mother bird brooding over her chicks to show how Yisrael must count seven weeks and thereby draw down 
seven Sfirot.

779. And then the Holy One, blessed be He, draws down seven 
grades at that grade, NAMELY, MALCHUT, which unites with them, 
with those seven weeks, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF CHESED, 
GVURAH, AND TIFERET AND NETZACH, HOD, YESOD, AND 
MALCHUT. And should you suggest that there are six grades, and no 
more, NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD, FOR MALCHUT IS THE ONE THAT RECEIVES FROM THEM 
AND IS NOT PART OF THE RECKONING, THE ANSWER WOULD BE: 
Then Mother, NAMELY, BINAH, is sitting upon the young, WHICH 
ARE CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND 
MALCHUT, and is to be found brooding over them, BINAH being sent 
to fly away FROM THEM, and taking those six young ones, NAMELY 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, with the 
grade that is below them, NAMELY, MALCHUT, to fulfill the scriptural 
verse: "but you shall surely let the mother go, and take the young to 
you" (Devarim 22:7), WHERE THE MOTHER IS BINAH AND THE 
YOUNG ARE CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD 
AND MALCHUT. AND WE THEREFORE COUNT SEVEN WEEKS, 
DRAWING DOWN SEVEN SFIROT, NAMELY, MALCHUT ALSO, AND 
HAVING DRAWN DOWN MALCHUT ALSO, WE DRAW DOWN 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD TO 
INCLUDE THEM IN MALCHUT.
 

 

 
 
115. Yisrael know how to hunt good game 
Rabbi Hamnuna Saba continues the analogy and tells how Malchut, as though a chick, is coaxed out from under the Mother, Binah, with soft little 
prayers. Then Malchut stays with Yisrael, and the other Sfirot, like more small birds, fly out to Yisrael as well. We learn that one cannot pursue the 
Mother, Binah, for she is inconceivable.

780. Rav Hamnuna Saba said: On that day Yisrael takes only five 
sons, which are the five books of the Torah, NAMELY, CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH AND HOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH 
ARE THE FIVE PARTS OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS CALLED 'TORAH'. 
And should you object, saying that the Sfirot are six in number, FOR 
THERE IS ALSO YESOD, HE ANSWERS, the truth really is that there 
are seven, together with a certain bird, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and 
they are thus to be found between the wings of Mother, WHICH IS 
BINAH. AND THE REASON WHY HE THOUGHT INITIALLY THAT 
THERE WERE ONLY FIVE GRADES, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH AND HOD, IS THAT THERE ARE MAINLY ONLY FIVE MAIN 
GRADES WITH YESOD AND MALCHUT BEING TWO COMPONENTS 
OF THOSE FIVE GRADES, AND CONTAINING NOTHING NEW. And 
Yisrael knows how to hunt well for good and valuable game. What do 
they do? They draw out that bird, WHICH IS MALCHUT, from under 
the wings of Mother with soft little sounds from the mouth that they 
whisper to her, one after the other, NAMELY, WITH MANY PRAYERS.
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781. And that bird, sensing those whispers and the sounds that they 
voice to her under their breath, and even though she is under the 
wings of Mother, she raises her head and looks out at the whispering 
voices and flies out to them, emerging from under the wings of 
Mother. So Yisrael takes her and holds her, whispering to her and 
tying her with a knot so that she will not fly off and leave. Yisrael 
immediately catches her in this knot, and the bird wants to fly off 
and leave them but is unable to do so.
 

 

782. And while she is still bound in the hands OF YISRAEL, they 
whisper their sounds, and she chirps with them, and flies up and 
down. And all those sons who are under the wings of their Mother, 
NAMELY, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, when they hear that chirping of their sister, 
MALCHUT, and the whisper of that sound FROM YISRAEL, they 
immediately emerge from under the wings of their Mother and fly 
towards that bird, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and Yisrael takes them and 
unites with them. And had it not been for that bird, with which they 
were attached initially, they, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, would never have flown to them, and 
they would not have been able to unite with them.
 

 

783. How does one catch this holy bird? This is done by preparing 
before her valuable food with rejoicing, and all sorts of delights, and 
attending the synagogue and the school-house, and chirping at her 
in a voice of whispers, as is fitting. And she, THE BIRD, who is 
hiding under the wings of Mother, raises her head and looks at the 
prepared tables, with the chirping which is for her, NAMELY, THE 
PRAYERS, as is fitting, and she emerges FROM UNDER THE WINGS 
OF MOTHER, and flies to them, as we have learned, and all those 
sons, NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, hold on to her.
 

 

784. And they send the one who is sitting over them, NAMELY, 
MOTHER, WHICH IS BINAH, WHICH IS SITTING OVER CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT, and 
she goes off. Because from the seventh heaven, WHICH IS CHESED, 
and above, NAMELY, THE UPPER THREE SFIROT, do not expound 
what is hidden from you. THEREFORE, send her away, THAT IS, THE 
MOTHER, WHICH IS BINAH, WHICH IS ONE OF THE UPPER THREE 
SFIROT, for you will not be able to catch her. About this, Scripture 
says: "You shall surely let the mother go, and take the young to 
you" (Devarim 22:7), THE MEANING OF WHICH IS THAT YOU 
SHOULD NOT TRY TO PURSUE BINAH, FOR SHE IS NOT 
CONCEIVABLE. BUT THE YOUNG, NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT, WHICH ARE 
CONCEIVABLE, YOU MAY TAKE TO YOU.
 

 

785. "you shall have a holy gathering (lit. 'calling')" (Bemidbar 28:26). 
This is the calling and chirping, NAMELY, THE PRAYERS, that we 
make for that holy bird, WHICH IS MALCHUT, at the beginning. 
SUBSEQUENTLY, since the remaining days CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, hold on to her, they are 
called 'holy callings' IN THE PLURAL. FOR this bird is called 'holy', 
as it is written: "for it (she) is holy to you" (Shemot 31:14), WHICH IS 
SAID ABOUT MALCHUT. And because she is holy, she calls to all of 
them, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, 
and they come to her, which is why they are called 'holy callings'.
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786. And she calls TO CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD 
AND YESOD, and Yisrael chirps along with her, and they, too, call, 
and they therefore come to them and unite with them. This is why IT 
IS WRITTEN: "These are the feasts of Hashem, holy gatherings 
(callings), which you shall proclaim (call)" (Vayikra 23:4). AND THEY 
ARE CALLED 'holy callings' AFTER their chirping, AND AFTER that 
holy bird, WHICH IS holy, that calls them.
 

 

 
 
116. "A bird's nest" 
The Faithful Shepherd says that the bird is the Shechinah, the nest is the Temple and the chicks are Yisrael. When Yisrael sinned and the Temple 
was destroyed the Shechinah went away. We are told about the six orders of the Mishnah, the six words of the Sh'ma Yisrael, the sages of the Bible, 
and the Kabbalists - and in all these Moses emphasizes the role and importance of prayer and intention. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (the Faithful Shepherd)

787. The Faithful Shepherd said: How obscure these matters are for 
one who does not know them, and how transparent for one who 
does! Certainly that bird is the Shechinah and its nest is the Temple, 
WHERE THE SHECHINAH RESTED. And Yisrael are the young ones, 
upon whom the mother, WHICH IS THE SHECHINAH, sits. Scripture 
says: "and the mother bird sitting upon the young, OR UPON THE 
EGGS" (Devarim 22:6). This refers to the sages of the Mishnah, who 
fly in her precepts. "or upon the eggs" refers to the sages of the 
Bible.
 

 

788. But when Yisrael sinned, and the Temple was destroyed, what is 
written? "but you shall surely let the mother go" (Ibid. 7), BEING THE 
SHECHINAH. This is as it is written: "And for your transgressions 
was your mother sent away" (Yeshayah 50:1). And about the sages 
of the six orders of the Mishnah, it is written: "and take the young to 
you" (Devarim 22:7), These are the six ORDERS, from the side of the 
six sons CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, 
which are under upper Mother, WHICH IS BINAH, and which are 
alluded to in the six words of the Sh'ma Yisrael, or in the six orders 
of the Mishnah. It is all the same, whether (a man offers) much or 
little, if only he directs his mind towards Heaven, NAMELY, TO 
UNITE MALCHUT WITH ZEIR ANPIN WHO IS CALLED 'HEAVEN', and 
binds it with the knot of the Tefilin on the head and on the arm.
  

789. With what do the sons take THE ABOVE-MENTIONED SIX 
EXTREMITIES OF GREATNESS? That is, with many whistles of the 
sounds of the Sh'ma Yisrael? FOR THE SIX EXTREMITIES OF 
GREATNESS ARE DRAWN DOWN IN THE UNITY OF THE RECITAL 
OF THE SH'MA YISRAEL, AS ABOVE. And afterwards they secretly 
whisper the silent prayer, NAMELY, THE AMIDAH PRAYER to the 
Mother, WHICH IS BINAH, IN ORDER TO DRAW DOWN THE UPPER 
THREE GRADES OF GREATNESS and to the daughter, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT. And these are Hei Hei, FOR MOTHER IS THE FIRST HEI 
OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI AND THE DAUGHTER IS THE LAST HEI. 
And they descend to the Vav, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, with his knot, 
which is the Yud OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, NAMELY, CHOCHMAH. 
And upper Hei, WHICH IS BINAH, rests upon the Vav, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, THIS BEING THE SECRET OF the Tefilin over his head, 
NAMELY, THE MOCHIN OF THE UPPER THREE SFIROT. And the 
small Hei, WHICH IS MALCHUT, descends to the Yud OF THE YUD 
HEI VAV HEI, which is the knot of the upper Hei that is on the head of 
the Vav. FOR THIS IS THE SECRET OF FATHER, WHICH IS THE YUD 
OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHO ESTABLISHED THE DAUGHTER, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT. And this, the Vav, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, is 
connected with her in the Hei of a faint hand, NAMELY, THE KNOT 
OF THE HAND TEFILIN. AND THIS IS IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE 
YUD OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
KNOT OF THE HEAD TEFILIN, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MOTHER 
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ON THE HEAD OF THE VAV AND IS THE KNOT OF THE HAND 
TEFILIN, WHICH IS MALCHUT, IS WITH THE FAINT HAND OF ZEIR 
ANPIN.
 

790. And for this reason, 'the young ones' are from the side of the 
letter Vav, NAMELY, THE LIGHT OF RUACH, which includes the six 
orders of the Mishnah, NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD. "or upon the eggs" refers to the sages 
of the Bible, WHICH ARE IN THE ASPECT OF THE LIGHT OF THE 
NEFESH, WHICH IS MALCHUT, THE FINAL HEI OF THE YUD HEI VAV 
HEI. And it is said about them: At Hei (= five) years old, one is fit for 
the study of Scripture, and this is MALCHUT, WHICH IS Hei. 'Sons' 
refers to the side of the son of Yud Hei, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, 
WHICH HAS THE UPPER THREE SFIROT FROM YUD HEI, and these 
are the Kabbalists, about whom it is said: "you shall not take the 
mother bird together with the young" (Devarim 22:6).
 

 

 
 
117. Moses' bride 
We learn that the sages of Kabbalah are also called the sages of the Talmud, and that study is divided into three parts: one-third study of the Torah, 
one-third study of the Mishnah and one-third study of the Talmud. The Faithful Shepherd explains how it is permitted to interpret the secrets of the 
Torah by expanding and restricting the meanings of certain words. In this way the sages can piece together the inner meanings, just as a tailor 
pieces together the cloth for a suit. Moses concludes by speaking about the seven lights of the candelabrum and the seven blessings of the Sh'ma.

791. And the sages of Kabbalah are also called 'the sages of the 
Talmud', and it is said about them: "and you shall teach them 
diligently (Heb. Veshinantam)" (Devarim 6:7). And the sages of the 
Mishnah taught: Do not read Veshinantam (lit. repeat them twice) but 
Veshilashtam (lit. repeat them thrice) namely, a third Torah, a third 
Mishnah, and a third in the Talmud. And the secret of the matter is: 
"If a bird's nest chance to be before you in the way" (Devarim 22:6): 
"in the way" refers to the sages of the Torah, "IN ANY TREE" TO THE 
SAGES OF THE MISHNAH, AND "OR ON THE GROUND" TO THE 
SAGES OF THE TALMUD, NAMELY, A THIRD IN TORAH, A THIRD IN 
MISHNAH, AND A THIRD IN TALMUD. AND ONE NEED NOT BE 
SURPRISED THAT THE SAGES CHANGED THE WORD 
VESHINANTAM INTO VESHILASHTAM, FOR ON THE SCRIPTURAL 
VERSE "And you shall make a candlestick of pure gold" (Shemot 
25:31), they taught: "And you shall make a candlestick " is a general 
proposition, "of gold" is a particular proposition, and "of beaten 
work" is a general proposition. And there are likewise a number of 
verses where the sages of the Mishnah expand or restrict THE 
MEANING, according to THE PRINCIPLES OF inclusion or 
amplification and exclusion or diminution, and there are also cases 
WHERE A LETTER is added, AS WHEN IT IS SAID: Do not read 
'mah': (lit. 'what' - Mem Hei) but 'me'ah' (lit. 'one hundred' - Mem 
Aleph Hei). And so it is WHEN WE SAY: Do not read Veshinantam 
but Veshilashtam, and we deduce from this: a third in the Torah, a 
third in the Mishnah, and a third in the Talmud.
 

 

792. So, too: "And it came to pass on the day that Moses had 
finished (Heb. kalot)" (Bemidbar 7:1), which we interpret as though it 
were written the bride of (Heb. kalat) MOSES. And lest you think that 
we have this exegesis from them, namely, from THE LETTERS OF 
the Alphabet IN THE WORD, WHERE 'KALOT' IS THE SAME AS 
'KALAH', without themselves ADDING anything for it is not permitted 
to add or take away a letter from it, nor to substitute one letter for 
another. If this be so, then in the Torah it is written with the full 
spelling kalot: (Caf Lamed Vav Tav) with a Vav. Who, then, gave 
permission to take away from it, namely the Vav AND TO INTERPRET 
IT as KALAT (CAF LAMED Tav)? There is here no case OF 
SUBSTITUTION of alphabets, E.G. WHERE ALEPH=TAV, BET=SHIN. 
BUT RATHER THE VAV HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM THE WORD, 
AND IT HAS BEEN EXPOUNDED AS CAF LAMED TAV, WRITTEN 
WITHOUT THE VAV. But certain words that are written in the 
abbreviated spelling ARE EXPOUNDED as though written out in full, 
and other WORDS that are written out in full are (expounded) as 
though written out in the abbreviated form. About these and about 
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all sorts of explanations that can be made to embellish the bride, 
WHICH IS THE TORAH, in her ornaments, the Holy One, blessed be 
He, commanded us to do as they say, and to trust them, as it is 
written: "according to the sentence of the Torah which they shall 
teach you" (Devarim 17:11).
 

 

793. THE MATTER MAY BE LIKENED to a tailor who has cut cloth in 
order to make royal garments, and has made many pieces from 
them. Those who know the places where those pieces are missing 
AND ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE pieces which remain will be able to 
make the garments, for the pieces that have been collected together 
are placed where they are missing, and pieces that are too small are 
added to. And this is the true meaning of the verse: "according to 
the sentence of the Torah which they shall teach you."
 

 

794. And you might well ask that, if this is so, what about the case 
where one of them occasionally makes a mistake and says: I recant. 
HE ANSWERS, before issuing instructions concerning that matter 
about which there is a difference of opinion, the one who poses the 
difficulty can say: I withdraw. For not all those who make the parts of 
a bride's ornaments know where each piece goes, until the ruling is 
made, and prior to when resolutions to the arguments of the 
halachot (lit. 'legal rulings') have been given.
 

 

795. The candelabrum has seven lights, WHICH ARE THE SECRET 
OF THE VERSE "and the seven maidens who were chosen to be 
given her, out of the king's house" (Ester 2:9), and they correspond 
to the three-headed Shin and the four-headed Shin, , of the Tefilin, 
namely, TO THE SEVEN HEADS OF THE TWO SHINS TOGETHER. 
And these correspond to the seven blessings of the Sh'ma, namely: 
In the morning two blessings are said before it and one after, and in 
the evening, two blessings are said before and two after. And 
subsequently is WRITTEN THE PRECEPT that the High Priest at the 
Temple Service has to serve with the wings of the precept, namely 
bells and pomegranates, which are as the knots and links of the 
fringes and the plate WHICH IS AS the Tefilin. From that point on it is 
written: "And you shall make an altar for the burning of 
incense" (Shemot 30:1).
 

 

 
 
118. "And you shall offer a sacrifice made by fire for a burnt offering" 
The Faithful Shepherd says that all sacrifices for burnt offerings must correspond to the sins committed, and he tells us what these are. We learn 
that all sacrifices are not equal, and that a distinction must be made between one holiness and another that is lower.

796. The Faithful Shepherd began by saying: It is written "And you 
shall offer a sacrifice made by fire for a burnt offering to 
Hashem" (Bemidbar 28:19), and it has already been taught that a 
burnt offering is committed to the flames, ALL OF IT BEING BURNT 
BY FIRE, and this is why the two expressions "an offering made by 
fire" and "a burnt offering" are placed next to each other. And it has 
also been taught: A burnt offering is due only as an expiation for 
sinful meditation of the heart.
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797. Without doubt the purpose of all the sacrifices is only for the 
making of atonement, with each sacrifice making atonement for 
man's limbs according to the sin he committed with that limb. For 
drops of marrow, NAMELY, THE SIN OF WASTING SEED, HE 
BRINGS "unleavened cakes... for it was not leavened" (Shemot 
12:39); namely, if he discharged initial drops before they acidify in a 
place that does not belong to him, NAMELY, WITHOUT A 
FORBIDDEN WOMAN IN WHOM THE DROPS ACIDIFY. And regarding 
those that acidified, which is discharged in a place where he should 
not have, NAMELY, IN A FEMALE FORBIDDEN TO HIM WHERE THE 
DROPS BECOME ACID (HEB. CHAMETZ), he has to bring leavened 
bread, and thus were the thanksgiving offerings: some were 
leavened and others were unleavened.
  

798. Bullocks are from the side of Judgment. LIKEWISE, sheep and 
rams and he-goats and goats ARE ALL FROM THE SIDE OF 
JUDGMENT, because they are 'the face of ox,' AS IT IS SAID: "THE 
FACE OF AN OX ON THE LEFT SIDE" (YECHEZKEL 1:10), WHICH IS 
THAT OF JUDGMENT. All of them were slaughtered on the north side 
and their blood was received in a vessel of ministry on the north 
side. The slaughtering, the receipt, and tossing (of the blood) were 
all on the north side, WHICH IS THE LEFT SIDE, in order to sweeten 
AND MITIGATE the attribute of Judgment, which comes to the Court 
from the side of Gvurah. The Great Law-court is from the side of 
Gvurah, where Binah is, while the Small Law-court is from the side of 
Malchut. And all those who shed blood in fulfillment of a precept are 
from the side of Gvurah.
  

799. And the teaching that "the burnt offering of every 
Shabbat" (Bemidbar 28:10) must be offered on that Shabbat, and not 
on any other is because if the day has passed, the offering lapses. 
AND IT CANNOT BE MADE UP ON ANOTHER SHABBAT. The 
offering of the sacrifice takes precedence over Shabbat, and fire may 
be kindled on the Shabbat because it is holy fire, for the fire that is 
used for offering all the sacrifices is holy, and this holy fire and the 
holy Shabbat take hold of each other.
  

800. But profane fire may not be combined with the holy, namely 
WITH THE SHABBAT, which is why He commanded Yisrael: "You 
shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations on the Shabbat 
day" (Shemot 35:3), for this would be tantamount to mixing good 
and bad, FOR on the Shabbat the Tree of Life is in control, and there 
is no mixture OF GOOD AND BAD in it. And secular objects that 
pertain to purity may not be mixed with the fire of holiness, and how 
much more so may the profane matters of impurity not be mixed 
with holiness. So, too, all the sacrifices are called "holy 
flesh" (Yirmeyah 11:15), and all the sacrifices of every type contain 
secular things of purity, and they contain holiness, and the holy of 
holies.
 

 

801. And the secret of the matter is that a distinction is to be made 
between one holiness and another, as it is written: "and the veil shall 
be for you as a division between the holy place and the holy of 
holies" (Shemot 26:33). Here, too, the fires of the offering are not 
equal, for the fire that is higher is more holy than the holy fire below, 
which are called 'the fire of the holy wood' or 'the fire of the holy 
flesh'. And in the holy fire there is a distinction as against ordinary 
fire THAT IS BROUGHT TO THE ALTAR, even though it has been 
taught that it is a positive precept to bring of the ordinary FIRE even 
when there is holy fire ON THE ALTAR, for each has to have its own 
place.
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802. Yisrael is likened to this, for Yisrael as a rule is called 'kings', as 
it has been taught: All Yisrael are the sons of kings. But when they 
entered the Temple, each one went to his own place, THE PRIESTS 
BY THEMSELVES, THE LEVITES BY THEMSELVES, AND YISRAEL 
BY THEMSELVES. Similarly, with regard to the sacrifices, although 
about each one it is written "a sacrifice to Hashem," they are not 
equal, for He, THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, distributes 
everything, each as is fitting to him. And the secret of the matter can 
be learned from the fruits of the festival that Yisrael used to offer 
before Hashem, AND HE DISTRIBUTED THEM FOR THE 
SUSTENANCE OF THE SEVENTY NATIONS.
 

 

 
 
119. "Also on the day of the firstfruits" 
Rabbi Shimon tells Moses that it is through Moses' deeds that the Shechinah is renewed in the prayers of the patriarchs. He goes on to speak about 
the renewal that takes place during the prayers of the Festival of Weeks. His exposition includes a discussion of the numerical value of "all" (Heb. 
kol), the sea of the Torah, and Malchut that is the end of all the seas. The numbers seven and fifty are emphasized.

803. Said the holy luminary, NAMELY RABBI SHIMON: Arise, O 
Faithful Shepherd, from your sleep, for you and the patriarchs are 
called 'those that sleep in the dust', for until now you have engaged 
in the Torah with those who sleep at the Mishnah, about whom it is 
said: 'and on the ground shall you sleep'. And it is said: "Also on the 
day of the firstfruits, when you bring a new meal offering to 
Hashem" (Bemidbar 28:26). You are the first-fruits of the Shechinah, 
and through your deeds THE SHECHINAH is renewed in the prayers 
of the patriarchs each day, for the sages of the Mishnah taught: The 
prayers were ordained corresponding to the patriarchs, and to the 
recital of the Sh'ma. For the Faithful Shepherd, NAMELY, MOSES, 
said: "Hear O Yisrael" (Devarim 6:4); and it has been taught: 
everyone who recites the Sh'ma every day, it is as if he established; 
"but you shall meditate therein day and night" (Yehoshua 1:8).
 

 

804. Certainly, in your prayer and in your recital of the Sh'ma, the 
Shechinah is renewed before the Holy One, blessed be He, and this 
is why it is said: "And you shall present a new meal offering to 
Hashem" (Vayikra 23:16), namely, by the prayers which are instead 
of the sacrifices. But in which sacrifices, NAMELY prayers, is she 
renewed? "In your (feast of) weeks" (Bemidbar 28:26), namely, 
Shavuot, which is when the Torah was given, and which is called 
'fifty days' of the counting of the Omer, and which comprises seven 
weeks, from the side of the one about whom it is said: "Seven times 
a day I praise you" (Tehilim 119:164), which is Malchut, which is 
CALLED 'a bride', and is composed of the seven Sfirot CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT, and is 
composed of Binah; and it spreads out in five Sfirot CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH AND HOD into fifty.
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805. Yesod, WHICH IS CALLED 'All' (Heb. kol), WHOSE NUMERICAL 
VALUE IS FIFTY, is ALSO composed of these fifty, NAMELY, 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH AND HOD, EACH OF WHICH 
IS COMPOSED OF TEN, AND MALCHUT IS CALLED 'BRIDE' (HEB. 
KALAH - CAF LAMED HEI), THE LETTERS OF WHICH CAN BE READ 
AS: kol (Caf Lamed) Hei (having the numerical value of five), 
NAMELY, five SFIROT composed of fifty. Each of them is enclosed 
within the fifty. Chochmah, which is upper Yud is enclosed within 
the fifty, for Hei times Yud EQUAL FIFTY, WHERE Hei is Binah and 
Yud is Chochmah, AND THERE ARE YUD HEI IN CHOCHMAH, 
WHICH, WHEN MULTIPLIED BY EACH OTHER, MAKE FIFTY, AND 
THERE ARE YUD HEI IN BINAH; AND WHEN Yud is MULTIPLIED by 
Hei, the result is fifty, and this is the numerical value of the word 
"All" (Heb. kol), AS ABOVE, and the numerical value of the word Sea 
(Heb. yam), FOR BINAH IS CALLED 'SEA', WHOSE NUMERICAL 
VALUE AMOUNTS TO FIFTY. And the reference is to the Sea of the 
Torah, WHERE FROM BINAH, WHICH IS CALLED 'SEA', EMERGES 
THE TORAH, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. Its origin is Keter, which is 
infinite. The remaining Sfirot, NAMELY, CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT, are named after 
it: seven seas, AND THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF THE WORD SEA IS 
FIFTY, IT FOLLOWS THAT IN EACH OF THEM THERE IS FIFTY. And 
Malchut IS CALLED 'the reed' (Heb. suf) sea BECAUSE IT IS the end 
(Heb. sof) of all the seas.
 

 

806. And because EACH ONE OF the seven weeks is fifty, AS 
ABOVE: "and their meal offering... three tenth measures for one 
bullock, two tenth measures for one ram" (Bemidbar 28:28), making 
altogether five TENTH MEASURES, which are five times ten, FOR 
EACH TENTH MEASURE IS TEN, AND FIVE TENTH MEASURES ARE 
FIFTY. And on the verse: "and their meal offering of flour mingled 
with oil, three tenth measures for one bullock, two tenth measures 
for one ram, a tenth measure for one lamb, for the seven lambs." The 
seven lambs correspond to "seven complete Shabbatot there 
be" (Vayikra 23:15), AND THESE ARE SEVEN MALCHUTS, FOR 
MALCHUT IS CALLED 'SHABBAT', and each one has six days with it, 
NAMELY: CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND 
YESOD AND THEY, WITH THE DAY OF SHAVUOT, COME TO FIFTY.
 

 

 
 
120. Yom Kippur 
The Zohar tells us that Yom Kippur is from the Tree of Life, where no evil has any part. On that day even those people who are under a sentence of 
judgment are forgiven. We hear about the difference between vows and oaths, and about the iniquities of Yisrael that are purified or whitened 
through repentance. We learn that on Yom Kippur a Shofar raises up a voice for freedom. There are three grades of worship on that day: thought, 
speech and deed.

807. "And you shall have on the tenth day of this seventh month" 
which is the month of Tishrei, "a holy gathering" (Bemidbar 29:7), 
which is the Day of Atonement, which is the tenth, which is Yud, and 
these are the Ten Days of Repentance, and five prayer services were 
ordained for it in order to join the Yud with the Hei, NAMELY, 
CHOCHMAH WITH BINAH. What is the meaning of "holy gathering"? 
It is to differentiate it from other days when secular work is permitted 
which is why scripture says: "you shall not do any work" (Ibid.).
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808. And those days on which secular work may be done are from 
the side of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, that turned from 
a rod into a serpent and from a serpent back into a rod, for each 
person according to his deeds, and this Metatron is rod, while 
Samael IS serpent. But on this day, which is the Day of Atonement 
that is called 'holy', the Tree of Life is in control, and no devil nor evil 
spirit joins with it, and from its side "nor shall evil dwell with 
you" (Tehilim 5:5), BUT IT IS THROUGHOUT GOOD. And this is why 
in it, in the Tree of Life, the slaves find rest and go out to freedom, 
and emerge from their chains.
 

 

809. Those over whom there is a verdict, A VERDICT NOT TO BE 
CHANGED under vow or oath, it was decreed for this reason that the 
following shall be recited: "All vows, bonds...they shall all of them be 
released and annulled. They shall not be binding, nor shall they have 
any power." BUT THE VERDICT SHALL BE VOIDED FROM THEM. 
And this is why the vow is in the name of the Yud Hei Vav Hei, which 
is Tiferet, while the oath is in the name of Adonai, which is Malchut, 
for they caused their own exile BY THEIR SINS. AND NOW, by means 
of Chochmah and Binah, 'they will be released and annulled; they 
shall not be binding, nor shall they have any power'. "And all the 
congregation of the children of Yisrael shall be forgiven" (Bemidbar 
15:26). Chesed is water, Gvurah is fire, and Tiferet is air, AND SINCE 
THE VOWS ARE IN TIFERET, WHICH IS AIR, the sages of the 
Mishnah therefore taught: release from vows hovers in the air, FOR 
THE RELEASE FROM CHOCHMAH AND BINAH HOVERS IN THE AIR, 
WHICH IS TIFERET, AND FROM THERE ANNULS THE VOW.
 

 

810. And since the oath is from Malchut, which is below the vow 
WHICH IS TIFERET, they taught that the vows are above the oaths, 
and they also taught: Everyone who swears an oath is as though he 
swears on the king himself, and everyone who vows a vow is as 
though he does so on the life of the king himself. The king himself 
REFERS TO Adonai, WHICH IS MALCHUT. The life of the king 
REFERS TO the Yud Hei Vav Hei, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, FROM 
WHOM THE LIFE FLOWS TO THE KING, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And 
for this reason, IT IS WRITTEN: "If a man vow a vow to 
Hashem" (Bemidbar 30:3), WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

811. And even thus, there is another secret: The life of the king 
refers to Chochmah, as it is written: "wisdom gives life to those who 
have it" (Kohelet 7:12). THEREFORE everyone who vows on the Yud 
Hei Vav Hei, which is Tiferet, it is as if he vowed upon Chochmah OF 
ZEIR ANPIN, which is THE YUD HEI VAV HEI IN THE FILLING OF 
ALEPHS, THUS: Yud Vav Dalet; Hei Aleph; Vav Aleph Vav; Hei Aleph, 
which is the life of the king, WHICH IS THE LIFE OF ZEIR ANPIN. And 
everyone who swears an oath on Adonai is as though he swore on 
the king himself. This is because he himself (Heb. atzmo) is upper 
Mother, NAMELY, BINAH, AND IT IS as though he had sworn on her, 
namely, on "as it were the very (Heb. etzem) heaven for 
clearness" (Shemot 24:10), NAMELY, THE MOCHIN OF MALCHUT. 
For from the aspect of Chesed, MALCHUT IS CALLED "bone (Heb. 
etzem) of my bones" (Beresheet 2:23). But from the aspect of 
Gvurah, Malchut is called "and flesh of my flesh" (Ibid.), and in 
Chochmah, which is the life of Tiferet, NAMELY, ITS MOCHIN, it, 
TIFERET, rises up to be called 'man', as it is written: "the beauty 
(Tiferet) of a man" (Yeshayah: 44:13). FOR TIFERET IS CALLED 
'MAN' WHEN IT HAS THE MOCHIN OF CHOCHMAH, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF WHY HE IS CALLED BY YUD HEI VAV HEI FULLY 
SPELLED WITH ALEPHS, THAT HAS THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 45.
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812. And it is said about the Day of Atonement: "and you shall afflict 
your souls" (Bemidbar 29:7) AND ALSO: "in the seventh month, on 
the tenth day of the month, you shall afflict your souls" (Vayikra 
16:29). And five afflictions were decreed for it, so that small Hei, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, should be purified in upper Hei, WHICH IS 
BINAH, OF WHOSE LEFT COLUMN, THE AFFLICTIONS ARE DRAWN, 
which are five prayers, to establish in Yisrael: "though your sins be 
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow" (Yeshayah 1:18). And 
this is the secret of the crimson colored strip, WHICH THEY TIED TO 
THE DOOR OF THE SANCTUARY FROM INSIDE, WHICH, WHEN THE 
HE-GOAT REACHED THE WILDERNESS, TURNED WHITE. All the 
iniquities of the House of Yisrael reach to Malchut; and Repentance, 
which is Binah, purifies (whitens) them, for it is written about it, 
ABOUT MALCHUT: I AM HASHEM "that remains among them in the 
midst of their uncleanness" (Vayikra 16:16). And the four garments 
of white and the four garments of gold for apparel are THE SECRET 
OF Yud Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun Hei Yud, WHICH IS THE 
COMBINATION OF THE LETTERS OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI AND 
THOSE OF ADONAI. FOR THE FOUR GARMENTS OF WHITE ARE 
THE SECRET OF THE FOUR LETTERS OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI 
WHILE THE FOUR GARMENTS OF GOLD ARE THE SECRET OF THE 
FOUR LETTERS OF ADONAI.
 

 

813. And it was decreed that a Shofar be sounded on the Day of 
Atonement, to raise up a voice, which is Vav OF THE YUD HEI VAV 
HEI, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, for freedom, WHICH IS BINAH. For it is 
said about it: "In all their affliction he was afflicted (lit. 'there was 
affliction for (Heb. lo) him')" (Yeshayah 63:9). 'LO' IS with Aleph and 
Vav, that is, in how it is pronounced and written, FOR IT IS SPELLED 
WITH ALEPH (NO), ALTHOUGH PRONOUNCED WITH VAV (FOR 
HIM). FOR "IN ALL THEIR AFFLICTION" ALLUDES TO FIVE 
AFFLICTIONS AND THE JUDGMENTS WHOSE SOURCE IS IN BINAH, 
IN ITS LEFT COLUMN. AND IN THE SECRET OF THE SHOFAR 
BLOWING, ZEIR ANPIN IS ALSO RAISED UP THERE TO BINAH, AND 
THIS IS WHY THERE ARE TWO VERSIONS OF THE TEXT, AS 
WRITTEN AND AS READ, WITH AN ALEPH AND WITH A VAV, 
WHERE THE ALEPH ALLUDES TO BINAH, IN THE SECRET OF 
TEACH (HEB. ALEPH) BINAH, AND THE VAV ALLUDES TO ZEIR 
ANPIN THAT ASCENDED TO BINAH. And worship on the day of 
Atonement is conducted at length and comprises three grades: 
thought, speech, and deed.
 

 

 
 
121. The holiday of Sukkot 
We are reminded of the origin of this Festival dating from the time when Yisrael were led out of Egypt. The size and construction of the Tabernacle is 
described, and the point is made that the shadow cast by the roof is not an ordinary shadow but is really the protection cast over the soul. There are 
seven letters that incorporate the shape of a shelter or tabernacle: Bet, Gimel, Dalet, Caf, Pe, Resh and Tav. The seven planets are said to 
correspond to these letters, and many other analogies are drawn by means of the number seven. We hear about the meaning, composition and 
purpose of the lulav, and why the lulav is taken in the right hand and the Etrog in the left. Next we hear that the Patriarchs, together with Moses, 
Aaron, David and Solomon, all come to Rabbi Shimon and bless him and praise his light. Rabbi Shimon begins talking about the seventy bullocks 
that Yisrael used to sacrifice during the seven days of Sukkot - one less bullock every day. He says that the clue to this decrease is found in the fact 
that the ark came to rest in the seventh month, when the waters were continually receding. In the same way the sins of Yisrael decrease and so too 
do the number of accusers. The purpose of Noah's ark and the purpose of the Sukkah are the same - to give protection. The Shechinah protects all 
those who keep the sign of the Covenant.
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814. "And on the fifteenth day of the seventh month," which is 
Tishrei, "you shall have a holy gathering; you shall do no servile 
work, and you shall keep a feast to Hashem seven days" (Bemidbar 
29:12). On the fifteenth day means from the side of Yud Hei, 
NAMELY, CHOCHMAH AND BINAH. "and you shall keep a feast;" 
THIS IS THE LETTERS OF the letter Vav, which is the Central 
Column, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN. Seven days is from the side of 
Bathsheba (the daughter of seven), which is Malchut WHICH IS THE 
LAST HEI. The patriarchs WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH AND 
TIFERET, and the Faithful Shepherd WHO IS NETZACH, and Aaron 
WHO IS HOD, and David WHO IS MALCHUT, and Solomon WHO IS 
YESOD THAT IS CALLED 'SHALOM' (LIT. 'PEACE') are seven, 
corresponding to seven Sfirot. I want to construct for you a Sukkah, 
which is upper Ima, who will provide a shelter over them, OVER THE 
SEVEN SFIROT, as the mother over the young.
  

815. And on account of the seven Sfirot, Scripture said: "I made the 
children of Yisrael to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the 
land of Egypt" (Vayikra 23:43), namely, with seven clouds of glory, 
WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF SEVEN SFIROT. Sukkah (lit. 'booth' or 
'tabernacle') WHEN SPELLED with a letter Vav, is in the secret of the 
two sons, OVER WHOM BINAH PROVIDES A SHELTER, NAMELY, 
Yud Hei Vav Hei and Adonai, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, 
for the numerical value of Sukkah amounts to Yud Aleph Hei Dalet 
Vav Nun Hei Yud, FOR SUKKAH (SAMECH VAV CAF HEI) CONSISTS 
OF THE LETTERS CAF VAV, WHICH HAVE THE SAME NUMERICAL 
VALUE AS THE LETTERS OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, AND THE 
LETTERS SAMECH HEI, WHICH HAVE THE SAME NUMERICAL 
VALUE AS ADONAI. AND THEY ARE THE SECRET OF the two 
Cherubs who are "overspreading the covering with their wings, and 
their faces shall look one to another" (Shemot 25:20), WHO ARE THE 
SECRET OF ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT.
 

 

816. And the Cherubs, WHO ARE MALE AND FEMALE, are ten 
handbreadths from bottom to top, NAMELY, TEN SFIROT OF 
RETURNING LIGHT, from their feet to their heads, AND TEN SFIROT 
OF DIRECT LIGHT from their heads to their feet, and they rest on a 
handbreadth, which is THE SECRET OF Yud. THEY THEREFORE 
CONTAIN ten from top to bottom and ten from bottom to top, 
NAMELY, THE TEN SFIROT OF DIRECT LIGHT AND THE TEN 
SFIROT OF REFLECTED LIGHT, and this is Yud Vav Dalet, WHOSE 
NUMERICAL SUM IS TWENTY. And this is why the rabbis ruled that 
the size of a Sukkah should be not less than ten and not more than 
twenty. A Sukkah that is built in the shape of a furnace is from the 
side of Mother, WHICH IS JUDGMENT, about which it is said: "And 
Mount Sinai smoked in every part, because Hashem descended on it 
in fire: and the smoke of it ascended like the smoke of a 
furnace" (Shemot 19:18), and it is all one.
 

 

817. "And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the 
daytime" (Yeshayah 4:6). This is because a roof is required, and this 
casts a shadow, about which it is said: "shall abide under the 
shadow of Shadai" (Tehilim 91:1). And the meaning is not to the 
shadow cast by an ordinary Sukkah that protects the body from the 
sun, but to the shadow that casts a protection over the Neshamah. 
THIS IS IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSE "I sat down under its 
shadow with great delight" (Shir Hashirim 2:3) and "Of Whom we 
said: 'Under His shadow we shall live among the nations'" (Eichah 
4:20). The word tzel (lit. 'shadow') with a final letter Mem added to it 
forms the word tzelem (lit. 'image'), WHERE TZEL IS THE SECRET 
OF THE ROOFING MATERIAL AND THE FINAL MEM IS THE SECRET 
OF THE FOUR SIDE-WALLS OF THE SUKKAH, and it is said: "Surely 
every man walks in a vain show (Heb. tzelem)" (Tehilim 39:7). Closed 
Mem has four sides to it, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF THE FOUR 
SIDE-WALLS OF THE SUKKAH.
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818. And with regard to the teaching: Two according to the 
regulations, and a third of even a handbreadth; and of him who says 
three according to the regulations, and a fourth of even a 
handbreadth: that is because OF THE THREE MEASUREMENTS, two, 
three, four, which together make nine, WHERE TWO ARE 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, THREE ARE CHESED, GVURAH, AND 
TIFERET, AND FOUR ARE NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT. 
And the handbreadth THAT THEY MENTIONED WITH THE TWO OR 
WITH THE THREE is the tenth, NAMELY, MALCHUT, that makes up 
every shortage. And this is why the size of a Sukkah is not less than 
ten, referring to Malchut, which is the tenth of all the Sfirot, and not 
more than twenty, which is Caf (the numerical value of which is 
twenty), THAT ALLUDES TO upper Keter, which is further than the 
eye can see AND IS UNFATHOMABLE. This is that upper glory, 
about which Moses said: "I pray you, show Me your glory" (Shemot 
33:18), to which the Holy One, blessed be He, responded: "You can 
not see My face" (Ibid. 20), and there is no glory (Heb. kavod) without 
Caf.
 

 

819. And for this reason the sages of the Mishnah viewed as 
corresponding to them: a Sukkah made like an alleyway, which is 
from the side of the letter Bet, and in the shape of a right angle, 
which is from the side of the letter Gimel, and like a hut which is 
from the side of the letter Dalet. And these seven letters Bet, Gimel, 
Dalet, Caf, Pe, Resh, and Tav WHICH ARE DOUBLED BY THE 
ADDITION OF A DAGESH (A DOT) IN THEM, ALLUDE TO THE SEVEN 
SFIROT CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND 
MALCHUT, NAMELY, DUE TO THE ASPECT OF JUDGMENT THAT IS 
IN THEM. AND THEY ARE THE INITIAL LETTERS THAT ALLUDE TO 
THE SEVEN INVALID SUKKAHS, BECAUSE OF THE JUDGMENT 
THAT IS IN THEM. Caf ALLUDES TO A SUKKAH MADE like a furnace 
(Heb. KIVSHAN), AND Bet TO A SUKKAH that is a wayside station 
(Heb. burganin), and THE OTHER LETTERS to the remaining 
INVALID Sukahs, all of which are referred to by the sages of the 
Mishnah, SUCH AS THE SUKKAH OF FRUIT (HEB. PEROT) 
WATCHMEN, THE SUKKAH OF SHEPHERDS (HEB. RO'IM), OR THE 
SUKKAH OF SAMARITANS (HEB. KUTIM), and there is no need to 
prolong the discussion on them.
 

 

820. And corresponding to them, TO THE SEVEN LETTERS BET, 
GIMEL, DALET, CAF, PE, RESH, AND TAV are the seven planets, and 
they are male and female, FOR WHEN THESE SEVEN LETTERS ARE 
WEAK THEY ARE OF THE MALE AND WHEN THEY ARE STRONG 
(WITH A DAGESH) THEY ARE OF THE FEMALE. And they are 
therefore called 'the seven doubles' and are like the seven candles of 
the candelabrum, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF THE SEVEN SFIROT 
CHESED, GVURAH, AND TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND 
MALCHUT, and it is said about it: "Seven times a day I praise 
You" (Tehilim 119:164). And so IT IS SAID: "and seven pipes to the 
seven lamps, which were upon the top of it" (Zecharyah 4:2), WHICH 
ARE THE SECRET OF THE SEVEN DOUBLES, NAMELY, THE SEVEN 
LETTERS IN THEIR WEAK FORM AND THE SEVEN LETTERS IN 
THEIR STRONG FORM, and likewise, the seven Sfirot are double, 
CONTAINING SEVEN OF JUDGMENT AND SEVEN OF MERCY. And 
so, too, are the seven days of creation below, NAMELY, THE SEVEN 
SFIROT OF MALCHUT, WHICH ARE PUNCTUATED WITH 
JUDGMENTS, and the seven above, NAMELY, THE SEVEN SFIROT 
OF ZEIR ANPIN, WHICH ARE WEAK FOR JUDGMENTS. FOR ABOUT 
THE SEVEN SFIROT THAT ARE BELOW, IT IS SAID: "and there is 
nothing new under the sun" (Kohelet 1:9), FOR ALL INNOVATIONS 
COME FROM THE SUN, NAMELY THE SEVEN SFIROT OF ZEIR 
ANPIN AND NOT FROM UNDER THE SUN, BY WHICH IS MEANT THE 
SEVEN SFIROT OF MALCHUT.
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821. Lulav is Righteous One, NAMELY, YESOD, for the Lulav is like 
the spinal chord that contains eighteen vertebrae, corresponding to 
the eighteen shaking movements with the Lulav. And they 
correspond to the eighteen blessings of the Amidah prayer, and they 
correspond to the eighteen mentions, NAMELY, THE NAMES OF 
YUD HEI VAV HEI, in "Ascribe to Hashem, O you mighty" (Tehilim 
29:1), and the eighteen times that the Divine Name is mentioned in 
the recital of the Sh'ma. And the Lulav is shaken in six directions: 
SOUTH, NORTH, EAST, UP, DOWN AND WEST, which makes six, 
and it is shaken three times in each direction, MAKING a total of 
eighteen.
 

 

822. The lulav IS TAKEN in the right HAND, and is comprised of six, 
namely three myrtle branches, CORRESPONDING TO Greatness, 
Gvurah, and Tiferet, and they are like the three colors to be found in 
the eye, WHICH ARE WHITE, RED, AND GREEN. And the two willow 
twigs are Netzach and Hod, and they are similar to the two lips. The 
Lulav IS Yesod and is like the spinal column that supports all the 
bones and about which David said: "All my bones shall say, 
Hashem, who is like You" (Tehilim 35:10). And the Etrog is Malchut 
and is like the heart, in which are thoughts.
 

 

823. And the shakings of the Halel are common to the shakings of 
the taking up of the Lulav, and there are eighteen SHAKINGS at 
"Save us, Hashem, we pray You" (Tehilim 118:25), eighteen each at 
the first and last "O, give thanks" (Ibid. 1 and 29), and eighteen at the 
taking up of the Lulav, making a total of 72 SHAKINGS. And this is 
why the numerical value of lulav, which is 68, together with the four 
kinds of the lulav, COMES TO 72, and this is the same as the 
numerical value of Chesed, which is the right arm. And this is why it 
was decreed that the lulav be taken in the right hand, which is the 
side of Chesed, and the Etrog to the side of Gvurah, to the left, 
CORRESPONDING TO the heart. And this is why it was decreed that 
the Etrog, which is like the heart, be held in the left hand, as it has 
been taught: Lulav in the right hand and Etrog in the left, 
corresponding to 'Remember' and 'Keep'. And who is the one taking 
both LUVAV AND ETROG is the Central Column, MEANING ZEIR 
ANPIN. The Lulav is his right, the Etrog is his left.
 

 

824. The patriarchs came with the Faithful Shepherd and Aaron, 
David, and Solomon and blessed him, RABBI SHIMON, saying to 
him: You, holy luminary, and your companions, who are six in 
number, correspond to these seven SFIROT, and you, the holy 
luminary, are a western light in the middle of the six lights that 
illuminate from you. And about each one it is said: "The soul of man 
is the candle of Hashem" (Mishlei 20:27). And the Faithful Shepherd 
illuminates in you, and you in your companions and all of you are 
one, without any separation whatsoever. And from there and 
onwards, the branches, NAMELY, THE ILLUMINATIONS, spread out, 
to all masters of wisdom. Complete what you are saying in the 
compilation of the first part, to crown them.
 

 

825. The holy luminary began by quoting: "Many waters cannot 
quench love...IT WOULD BE UTTERLY SCORNED" (Shir Hashirim 
8:7) What is the meaning of "IT WOULD BE UTTERLY scorned"? This 
refers to the second day, the sixth day, and the seventh day of the 
festival of Sukkot on which libations of water and wine were poured 
out.
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826. During the seven days of Sukkot, Yisrael used to sacrifice 
seventy bullocks to make atonement for the seventy ministers OF 
THE SEVENTY NATIONS, so that the world would not remain 
destroyed because of them. And this is what the Scripture says: 
"And on the fifteenth day... you shall offer a burnt offering, a 
sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savor to Hashem: thirteen young 
bullocks... without blemish" (Bemidbar 29:12-13). And on the second 
day twelve, and on the third day eleven bullocks, and on the fourth 
day ten, and on the fifth day nine bullocks, and on the sixth day eight 
bullocks, and on the seventh day seven. And all TOLD, THERE are 
seventy bullocks, each day one less being presented. HE ASKS, Why 
was there a reduction?
 

 

827. AND HE ANSWERS THAT THE SCRIPTURE here gives us a hint. 
"And the ark rested in the seventh month" (Beresheet 8:4), WHICH IS 
TISHREI. And just as then in the days of the Flood, when the waters 
decreased continually, so also here, in Tishrei, which is the seven 
month, in which there are a number of precepts, Rosh Hashanah (the 
New Year) and Yom Kippur, Sukkah, lulav and etrog, the kinds of 
lulav and Shofar. FOR THEN the upper Shechinah rests on Yisrael, 
and this is Repentance, NAMELY, BINAH THAT IS CALLED 
'REPENTANCE', AND IS THE SECRET OF Sukkah. And etrog, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT, and lulav, that is the Holy One, blessed be He, 
NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, immediately "And the waters decreased 
continually" (Beresheet 8:5), for the sins of Yisrael become less. So, 
too, the angels of destruction who are appointed over them, OVER 
THE INIQUITIES, become less, FOR THE INIQUITIES are similar to 
the waters of the Flood. As has been taught: He that commits one 
transgression, gets for himself one accuser. And at the time that the 
iniquities become less, their bullocks are reduced in number, the 
appointees over the seventy nations are reduced, the seventy 
nations diminish, and their goodness becomes less.
 

 

828. And the Holy One, blessed be He, commanded Noah to take into 
the ark two and two, seven and seven, male and female, to be a 
sacrifice to protect Noah and all those who went into the ark with 
him. So, too, those who observe festivals and seasons, which are 
feast days, are two and two, seven and seven. Two and two refers to 
the two days of Rosh Hashanah and the two days of Shavuot, and 
because there are two OF SHAVOUT because of doubt, therefore, 
there are two days of Purim in their stead. Seven and seven refer to 
the seven days of Pesach, and the seven days of Sukkot. Noah 
corresponds to the Shabbat day, and this is the meaning of what is 
written: "of every living (Heb. chai = eighteen) thing" (Beresheet 
6:19), BECAUSE TWO + TWO + SEVEN + SEVEN = EIGHTEEN, 
WHICH IS CHAI.
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829. The Sukkah protects Yisrael, as it is written: "And there shall be 
a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat" (Yeshayah 
4:6). Just as the purpose of Noah's ark was to give protection, so is 
the Sukkah to give protection. Again: "of every living (Heb. chai = 
eighteen) thing," where Chai is the eighteen blessings of the prayer, 
which SUB-DIVIDE INTO two groups of nine each. AND WITH the 
blessing concerning the heretics, the ten Sfirot are completed, FOR 
THIS MAKES TEN TOGETHER WITH THE FIRST NINE, AND AGAIN 
TOGETHER WITH THE LAST NINE. And they correspond to the ten 
Sfirot OF DIRECT LIGHT that is from above downwards, and the ten 
Sfirot OF RETURNING LIGHT that is from below upwards. And this 
corresponds to Noah, WHICH IS TO SAY THAT THE EIGHTEEN 
BLESSINGS OF THE PRAYER CORRESPOND TO THE EIGHTEEN OF 
NOAH, NAMELY, TWO AND TWO, SEVEN AND SEVEN, WHICH ADD 
UP TO EIGHTEEN.
 

 

830. Again: "of every living thing." This means that the Shechinah 
protects all those who keep the Yud, which is the sign of the 
Shabbat, in its limits, namely, eight thousand CUBITS, NAMELY, two 
thousand in each direction. AND THE YUD OF THE SIGN OF THE 
SHABBAT AND THE CHET (= eight) OF THE LIMITS ARE CHET YUD: 
CHAI, LIVING. Again: "of every living thing." This means those who 
keep the sign of the covenant, which is Yud, which is at the eighth 
day, about which it is said: "And in the eighth day the flesh of his 
foreskin shall be circumcised" (Vayikra 12:3). AND THE YUD OF THE 
SIGN OF THE COVENANT AND THE CHET OF THE EIGHT DAYS 
FORM CHAI. Again: "of every living thing" refers to those who 
observe the sign of the Tefilin, which is Yud, AND IN WHICH ARE 
eight passage sections, THUS: CHET YUD: CHAI.
 

 

831. The Shechinah, which is the Sukkah, protects them and spreads 
her wings over them, as does the mother bird over the young. And 
this is why the text of the prayer was worded: 'who spreads the 
tabernacle of peace over us'. And for this reason, in the seventh 
month, which contains all these precepts, "Many waters cannot 
quench love" (Shir Hashirim 8:7) of Yisrael for their Father who is in 
Heaven. And there is no meaning to "many waters" except all the 
nations and their ministers. And if a man, this being Samael, give all 
that he possesses in this world in order to join in partnership with 
Yisrael in these precepts, "it would be utterly scorned."
 

 

 
 
122. Shmini Atzeret 
Rabbi Shimon explains about the small banquet on the eighth day that he says is from the aspect of Malchut. He answers his son's query as to why 
the banquet for Yisrael was from the lower Shechinah but the banquet for all seventy nations was from the upper Mother, Binah.

832. "On the eighth day you shall have a solemn assembly... one 
bullock, one ram" (Bemidbar 29:35-36). The sages of the Mishnah 
have already taught that the matter is to be likened to the case of a 
king who invites guests to his house, and after he has sent them on 
their way, says to the members of his household: Let us, you and I, 
make a small banquet. And what is the meaning of "solemn 
assembly" (Heb. atzeret)? It is as is written: "this one shall reign 
(Heb. ya'atzor) over My people" (I Shmuel 9:17). And there is no reign 
apart from Malchut. FOR from the aspect of upper Shechinah, 
WHICH IS BINAH, he made the large banquet, but he made the small 
banquet from the aspect of Malchut. And Yisrael makes joy with her, 
and she is called 'Simchat Torah', (lit. 'the Rejoicing of the Torah') 
(holiday on which we dance with the Torah). And the scrolls of the 
Torah have their crowns placed on them, alluding to the fact that the 
scroll of the Torah is Tiferet, while the Shechinah is ITS CROWN, 
NAMELY, the crown of Tiferet.
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833. Rabbi Elazar asked, Father, why is it that from the side of upper 
Mother, WHICH IS BINAH, He invited all the appointees of all the 
nations, NAMELY, WITH THE SEVENTY BULLOCKS, REFERRED TO 
ABOVE, and from the side of the lower Shechinah, He invited only a 
solitary nation, corresponding to the one bullock? SHOULD IT NOT 
HAVE BEEN THE OTHER WAY AROUND, WITH YISRAEL RECEIVING 
FROM UPPER MOTHER, AND THE MINISTERS OF THE NATIONS 
FROM MALCHUT?
 

 

834. He replied: My son, that is a good question that you have asked, 
and the answer is: Because Malchut alludes to a daughter who is 
modest in the house of her father and mother, and she is engaged 
but not married, THEREFORE, it is not customarily considered 
proper that she should eat with the guests. But as for the mother, 
who is married, HERE it is the customary way of the world that when 
her husband invites guests, she should eat WITH THE GUESTS, at 
the table with her husband. And if they are foreign guests, then no 
one eats with them, neither father nor mother, and certainly not the 
daughter, WHO IS MALCHUT. And this is the reason why at the 
banquet for the seventy ministers not one of the members of the 
king's household joins in to eat with them, because they are 
foreigners. He said: Surely the matter has now been settled in my 
thoughts correctly.
 

 

 
 
123. Explanations about Malchut 
Rabbi Shimon tells us that the Shechinah ascends to the place she came from, Infinity, as a result of the burnt offerings. She takes the Sfirot up with 
her to provide a sweet aroma for God and then descends bringing atonement for Yisrael's sins with her. Rabbi Shimon says that all the grades 
ascend and descend in her. We learn why Malchut is called 'peace offerings' and why everything is included in Malchut. She is Chochmah and Binah 
and Tiferet. We also hear of the twelve commandments that are included in her.

835. The daily burnt offering (Heb. olat tamid) is the Shechinah which 
always (Heb. tamid) ascends (Heb. olah) on that grade about which it 
is said: 'Evening and morning, every day, twice each and every day, 
saying Sh'ma Yisrael'. And she ascends in the Central Column, 
WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, who is with her always, without any 
separation at all.
 

 

836. But whence does she ascend? To the place from which she was 
derived, which is Infinity, and she is then higher than all the Sfirot, 
which is why it was taught: The whole of the burnt offering ascends 
to the Most High. And as she ascends, all the other Sfirot take hold 
of her, and ascend with her. What is the meaning of this ascent of 
hers TO INFINITY? It is to provide a sweet savor, to give a good 
savor before Hashem. And afterwards it is said about her: "and came 
down from offering the sin offering, and the burnt offering" (Vayikra 
9:22), namely, she descends FROM INFINITY, full of atonement over 
all of Yisrael's sins.
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837. And her ascent is with the Central Column, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, and so also is her descent, and that of all her hosts, in it. And 
for this reason she is called 'a ladder' for all the appellatives; 
NAMELY, ALL THE GRADES ascend and descend in her, suspended 
from the name Yud Hei Vav Hei, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and thus all 
the sacrifices and all the burnt offerings are to Yud Hei Vav Hei. And 
she is called 'a sacrifice' because all the appellatives draw near, 
through her, to the Yud Hei Vav Hei, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

838. And for this reason it was said about her: "and his offering was 
one silver dish" (Bemidbar 7:13), NAMELY MALCHUT. For there is no 
grade that can draw near to Yud Hei Vav Hei without MALCHUT, and 
there is no prayer, nor precept of any of the precepts that are in the 
Torah or any of the sacrifices and burnt offerings that are outside OF 
MALCHUT. And in all the grades that are in the Sfirot, none is 
received before Yud Hei Vav Hei without her, which is why it was 
said about her: "Thus (lit. 'with this' (Heb. zot, feminine)) shall Aaron 
come into the holy place" (Vayikra 16:3), WHERE MALCHUT IS 
CALLED 'ZOT'. And for this reason the prophet said: "But let him 
that glories glory in this (zot)" (Yirmeyah 9:23).
 

 

839. And she, MALCHUT, is CALLED 'peace offerings' (Heb. 
shelamim) because she is the completion (Heb. shlemut) of the name 
Yud Hei Vav Hei in each and every grade. She is Hei OF THE YUD 
HEI VAV HEI; she is Adonai; she is the Yud of the Yud Hei Vav Hei; 
she is the Hei of Elohim; she is the Hei of Eheyeh. She is the Yud of 
Shadai: (Shin Dalet Yud); she is the end of every Yud Hei Vav Hei 
and appellative, wherefore it is said about her: "The end of the 
matter, when all is said and done: Fear Elohim and keep His 
commandments" (Kohelet 12:13). She is the end (Heb. sof) of the ten 
Sfirot and is called 'Yam Suf' (lit. 'the reed sea'). She is the 
completion of the upper beings and of the lower beings; she is the 
gate by which one has to enter for all wisdom and for every 
appellative and Yud Hei Vav Hei and for entering into each and every 
Sfirah. She is the knowledge of everything, and without her NAMELY 
MALCHUT no creature has permission to look into any knowledge 
that is in the world. About her it is said: "this is the gate of Hashem, 
into which the righteous shall enter" (Tehilim 118:20).
 

 

840. She, MALCHUT, is the 42-letter Name, NAMELY, THE FOUR 
LETTERS OF THE YUD HEI VAV HEI, THE TEN LETTERS OF IT 
BEING FULLY SPELLED, AND THE 28 LETTERS OF THE FILLING OF 
THE FILLING. THIS AMOUNTS TO FORTY-TWO LETTERS, AND 
MALCHUT IS THE SECRET OF THE FINAL HEI'S THAT ARE IN THE 
42-LETTER NAME, through which the upper and lower beings were 
created. She is called 'eye' from the right side, WHICH IS THE 
CHOCHMAH IN HER, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "Behold, the eye of Hashem 
is upon those who fear Him" (Tehilim 33:18); and she is called 'ear' 
from the left side, WHICH IS THE BINAH IN HER, AS IT IS WRITTEN: 
"O my Elohim, incline Your ear, and hear" (Daniel 9:18). And from the 
aspect of the Central Column, WHICH IS THE TIFERET IN HER, she is 
called 'smell,' while from the aspect of herself, WHICH IS MALCHUT, 
she is called 'mouth,' as it is written: "With him I speak mouth to 
mouth" (Bemidbar 12:8).
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841. And she is called 'the first commandment', "I am (Heb. 
anochi)" (Shemot 20:2), NAMELY, THE BEGINNING OF THE DIVINE 
REVELATION, from the aspect of Keter, that is in her, which is Ayin 
(lit. 'nought'), NAMELY, THE LETTERS ALEPH YUD NUN from our 
Elohim: (Aleph Lamed Hei Yud Nun Vav), FOR KETER IS CALLED 
'NOUGHT' IN THE SENSE OF ABSENCE OF CONCEPTION. 
'anochi' (Aleph Nun Caf Yud) contains the letter Caf that stands for 
Keter and Aleph Yud Nun (Heb. ayin). And Keter is so called from the 
aspect of upper Ima, for whom the Exodus from Egypt is mentioned 
fifty times in the Torah, CORRESPONDING TO THE FIFTY GATES OF 
BINAH, AND KETER OF MALCHUT IS IN BINAH. And she is a 
daughter (Heb. BAT - BET TAV) from ("In the beginning") Beresheet 
(Bet Resh Aleph Shit Yud Tav), which includes all of the ten sayings 
BY WHICH THE WORLD WAS CREATED. And from the aspect of 
Chochmah, she is the daughter of Yud, AS IT IS SAID: "by wisdom 
founded the earth" (Mishlei 3:19), NAMELY, MALCHUT, WHICH IS 
CALLED 'EARTH', for Father, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH, founded the 
daughter, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And she is "a path which no bird of 
prey knows" (Iyov 28:7), which is comprised of 32 paths, namely the 
32 Names of Elohim from the aspect of upper Mother that is called 
'glory' (Heb. kavod = 32). And when they are included in the 
daughter, WHICH IS MALCHUT, MALCHUT is called heart (Heb. lev = 
32), and this is why there is glory above and a heart below.
 

 

842. And the Ten Commandments were given on two tablets, five on 
each, and MALCHUT includes them, for they are the five SFIROT 
from Keter to Gvurah, and the five SFIROT from the Central Column, 
WHICH IS TIFERET to the daughter, WHICH IS MALCHUT. And they 
are twice Hei. HE ASKS: IF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ARE FROM 
THE TEN SFIROT, is it then possible to speak with ten mouths, WITH 
EACH SFIRAH SPEAKING WITH ITS OWN SPECIAL MOUTH? HE 
ANSWERS, He included all TEN COMMANDMENTS in the only 
daughter, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and all of them became one, WITH 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS BEING INCORPORATED WITHIN 
MALCHUT. And so it is that Vav, WHICH IS TIFERET, that is called 
'voice', cannot be perceived until it joins with speech, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT. And this is why IT IS WRITTEN: "you heard the voice of 
the words" (Devarim 4:12), WHERE VOICE ALLUDES TO ZEIR ANPIN 
AND WORDS TO MALCHUT.
 

 

843. She, MALCHUT, is the second commandment from the side of 
Gvurah, which is the same numerical sum as for the word Yir'ah, (lit. 
'fear') FOR THEY BOTH HAVE THE NUMERICAL VALUE OF 216. And 
this is intimated in the word "Beresheet" (lit. 'In the beginning'), 
WHOSE LETTERS, REARRANGED, SPELL: Yere boshet (lit. 'fearful 
of shame'), and it has been taught: Whoever has no modesty, 
certainly his forefathers were not present on Mount Sinai.
  

844. She is the third commandment, which is called 'love of Chesed', 
as it is written: "I have loved you with an everlasting love: therefore I 
have remained true to you (with Chesed)" (Yirmeyah 31:2). Love, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, is composed of the patriarchs, and in their 
contexts is called: 'bakol' (lit. 'in all'), 'mikol' (lit. 'of all'), 'kol' (lit. 'all'), 
WHICH IS MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED KOL (LIT. 'ALL'). ABOUT 
ABRAHAM IT IS SAID: "AND HASHEM HAD BLESSED ABRAHAM IN 
ALL THINGS" (BERESHEET 24:1); AND ABOUT ISAAC IT IS 
WRITTEN: "AND I HAVE EATEN OF ALL" (IBID. 27:33); AND ABOUT 
JACOB: "BECAUSE I HAVE ALL" (IBID. 33:11). And the secret of the 
matter is the verse: "I remember in your favor, the devotion (Chesed) 
of your youth, your love as a bride" (Yirmeyah 2:2), WHICH IS SAID 
ABOUT MALCHUT.
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845. And she is the fourth commandment, which is the unity from the 
aspect of the Central Column, NAMELY, THE UNITY OF Sh'ma 
Yisrael. That is 25 (Caf Hei) plus 25 letters with Him, WITH ZEIR 
ANPIN, NAMELY, 25 LETTERS OF SH'MA YISRAEL, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, PLUS 25 LETTERS OF 'BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE 
GLORY OF HIS KINGDOM FOREVER AND EVER', WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, that are in the six words of Sh'ma Yisrael, WHICH ARE 
SIX SFIROT of ZEIR ANPIN. And for her sake, Abraham said: "...will 
go yonder (Heb. coh) and prostrate ourselves" (Beresheet 22:5). 
AND IT IS ALSO SAID: "Thus (Heb. coh, Caf Hei) shall you say to the 
house of Jacob" (Shemot 19:3).
 

 

846. And He, ZEIR ANPIN, is Aleph Chet OF ECHAD: (LIT. 'ONE' - 
ALEPH CHET DALET), which is the Central Column, while she, 
MALCHUT, is the Dalet OF ECHAD. She is the completion of His 
unity, perfecting in him THE SECRET OF one. Aleph Chet (= nine) OF 
ECHAD include nine Sfirot, namely: Aleph is Infinity, NAMELY, 
KETER, the Chet (= eight) Sfirot from Chochmah to Yesod. The Dalet 
OF ECHAD is Malchut, with the tip OF THE DALET ALLUDING TO 
YESOD. With it, IN MALCHUT, are completed the ten Sfirot, which are 
THE TEN LETTERS Yud Vav Dalet, Hei Aleph, Vav Aleph Vav, Hei 
Aleph. The Dalet (= four) OF ECHAD is comprised of the four letters 
of the Yud Hei Vav Hei.
 

 

847. The fifth commandment is: "but you shall meditate therein day 
and night" (Yehoshua 1:8). She, MALCHUT, is the Written Torah from 
the side of Chesed and the Oral Torah from the side of Gvurah, 
where Chochmah and Binah are in them, FOR AT THE TIME OF 
GREATNESS, CHESED ASCENDS AND BECOMES CHOCHMAH, 
WHILE GVURAH ASCENDS AND BECOMES BINAH. This is as the 
sages of the Mishnah taught: He who wants to be wise will face 
south and he who wants to be rich will face north, WHERE THE 
MEANING OF RICH IS IN KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING. And 
the Central Column, WHICH IS TIFERET, incorporates both of them, 
THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT, and for this reason is called 
'heavens' (Heb. shamayim) for it includes fire (Heb. esh) and water 
(Heb. mayim). Fire is Gvurah and water is Chesed.
 

 

848. And for this reason, Keter, which is Caf, is the secret of the 
verse: "weighing ten shekels apiece (Heb. kaf), after the shekel of 
the sanctuary" (Bemidbar 7:86), NAMELY, TEN SFIROT FROM 
ABOVE DOWNWARDS AND TEN SFIROT FROM BELOW UPWARDS, 
which is Yud Hei Hei, three letters that become Caf, namely, KETER, 
over Vav WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, and is to correspond to Keter Torah, 
(lit. 'the crown of the Torah'). For the Vav is the scroll of the Torah, 
and the Caf, WHICH IS YUD HEI HEI, is the diadem of its head. And 
all of it together, NAMELY, YUD HEI HEI WITH VAV, is the Yud Hei 
Vav Hei whose numerical value is Caf Vav (= 26), WHERE THE CAF 
IS THE SECRET OF KETER OVER THE VAV.
 

 

849. The sixth commandment OF MALCHUT is the hand Tefilin, 
WHICH IS TO BE PLACED on the left arm, WHICH IS GVURAH, and 
from the side of Gvurah it is the Hei of the dim hand, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT. AND THEREFORE THE HAND TEFILIN, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, MUST BE PLACED ON THE LEFT ARM, WHICH IS 
GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN. And from Keter to Gvurah there are five 
Sfirot, and they are THE ASPECT OF the head Tefilin of the Central 
Column, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. FOR FROM KETER TO GVURAH IS 
THE ASPECT OF THE HEAD TEFILIN, FOR THEY ARE ZEIR ANPIN, 
AND BELOW GVURAH THEY ARE THE HAND TEFILIN, FOR THEY 
ARE MALCHUT. And she, MALCHUT, is the knot of the three straps, 
namely Netzach, Hod, and Yesod; NAMELY, SHE IS THE KNOT OF 
THE TWO STRAPS OF THE HEAD, WHICH ARE NETZACH AND HOD, 
AND THE KNOT OF THE ONE STRAP OF THE HAND TEFILIN, WHICH 
IS YESOD. AND IT FOLLOWS THAT SHE IS THE KNOT OF THE 
THREE STRAPS.
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850. And she is the seventh commandment, which is the precept of 
fringes, comprised of blue and white, which are Judgment and 
Mercy. In the flame OF THE CANDLE, the white fire does not devour 
WHAT IS UNDER IT, FOR IT IS ATTACHED ONLY TO THE BLUE FIRE 
THAT IS UNDER IT, BUT the blue fire OF THE CANDLE IS ATTACHED 
TO THE WICK AND THE OIL, AND IT devours and destroys WHAT IS 
UNDER IT, FOR THE WHITE FIRE IS CHESED AND THE BLUE FIRE 
IS JUDGMENT. AND ABOUT THE BLUE FIRE, WHICH IS JUDGMENT, 
IT IS SAID: "and consumed the burnt offering" (I Melachim 18:38). 
For the white is from the right and the blue from the left, while the 
Central Column, which is the unity of the two of them, OF THE 
RIGHT SIDE AND THE LEFT SIDE, is green. For this reason the 
sages taught: From what time in the morning may the Sh'ma be 
recited? As soon as one can distinguish between blue and white, 
NAMELY, AS SOON as ONE CAN DISTINGUISH BETWEEN CHESED 
AND JUDGMENT, FOR ONE HAS TO UNITE THEM IN THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN, THIS BEING THE SECRET OF THE RECITATION OF THE 
SH'MA YISRAEL. And this is why it was decreed that the section 
about the fringes be included in the unity OF THE RECITAL OF THE 
SH'MA YISRAEL, BECAUSE ITS PRECEPT IS TO BE FULFILLED 
WITH WHITE AND BLUE, WHICH HAVE TO BE BROUGHT 
TOGETHER IN THE RECITAL OF THE SH'MA YISRAEL.
 

 

851. And she is the eighth commandment, which is mezuzah. The 
Shechinah is called 'mezuzah' from the aspect of the Central 
Column, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, which is the letters Yud Hei Vav Hei, 
and from the aspect of the Righteous One, WHICH IS YESOD, which 
is the secret of the covenant that is called 'Shadai'. Shadai is the seal 
of the King, who is the Yud Hei Vav Hei. THEREFORE THERE IS A 
YUD HEI VAV HEI INSIDE THE MEZUZAH, CORRESPONDING TO THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN, AND THE WORD SHADAI ON THE OUTSIDE OF 
THE MEZUZAH, CORRESPONDING TO YESOD.
 

 

852. The ninth commandment is the Shechinah, which is called 'the 
sign of the covenant' from the aspect of the Righteous One, the 
Foundation of the World, WHICH IS YESOD, as it is written: "This 
(Heb. Zot) is the token of the covenant" (Beresheet 9:17). ZOT 
REFERS TO THE SHECHINAH AND SHE IS "THE TOKEN OF THE 
COVENANT." AND IT IS WRITTEN: "IT IS A SIGN BETWEEN ME AND 
THE CHILDREN OF YISRAEL FOR EVER: FOR IN SIX DAYS HASHEM 
MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND ON THE SEVENTH DAY 
HE RESTED, AND WAS REFRESHED" (SHEMOT 31:17). "between 
Me," the Central Column, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, "and the children of 
Yisrael," Netzach and Hod, TERMED THE CHILDREN OF YISRAEL. 
"Sign" refers to the Righteous One, NAMELY, YESOD. "is (fem.)" 
refers to the Shechinah. "for in six days Hashem made the heaven" 
NAMELY, from Keter to the Central Column, WHICH IS TIFERET, 
THIS BEING THE SIX SFIROT, KETER, CHOCHMAH, BINAH, 
CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET, for whenever six is mentioned it is 
only from the aspect of the letter Vav, WHICH IS TIFERET. HERE, 
TOO, THE SIX DAYS REFER TO TIFERET, TOGETHER WITH THE 
FIVE SFIROT THAT PRECEDE IT, AND WHICH IT INCLUDES. BUT 
FROM TIFERET AND DOWNWARDS IT IS NO LONGER THE ASPECT 
OF ZEIR ANPIN, BUT RATHER THE ASPECT OF MALCHUT. And 
there is no seventh, other than from the aspect of the letter Yud, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, WHICH IS a diadem on the head OF ZEIR 
ANPIN IN THE SECRET OF THE VERSE "A VIRTUOUS WOMAN IS A 
CROWN TO HER HUSBAND" (MISHLEI 12:4). AND SHE IS THEN IN 
THE ASPECT OF upper Chochmah AND IS CALLED "It is a sign," in 
the masculine form. AND WHEN MALCHUT IS lower Chochmah it is 
called "It is a sign," IN THE FEMININE FORM. AND THIS IS WHY THE 
WRITTEN TEXT (SHEMOT 31:17) is "It is A SIGN," WITH A VAV, 
NAMELY, IN THE MASCULINE FORM, ALTHOUGH IT IS POINTED 
WITH THE VOWEL 'I' SHOWING HOW IT IS TO BE READ IN THE 
FEMININE FORM.
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853. And circumcision was decreed for the eighth, namely the eight 
SFIROT from Chochmah to Yesod, to receive in them the small Yud, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, and to elevate her to Keter, for her to be a 
diadem over the head OF THE EIGHT SFIROT. And it was decreed 
that the foreskin be placed in a vessel with dust, in order to fulfill the 
verse "and dust shall be serpent's food" (Yeshayah 65:25).
 

 

854. The tenth commandment OF MALCHUT is: "Wherefore the 
children of Yisrael shall keep the Shabbat" (Shemot 31:16). The 
Shechinah is called 'Shabbat', from the aspect of the three upper 
grades, namely Shin, WHICH ALLUDES to the three Sfirot: Keter, 
Chochmah, and Binah. And MALCHUT is daughter and is fourth to 
these. "Six days" (Shemot 31:15) REFERS TO THE SIX SFIROT 
FROM Chesed to Yesod, NAMELY, CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD, on which work may be done, because 
the building OF THE WORLD commences with Chesed, as it is 
written: "A world is built by love (lit. 'Chesed')" (Tehilim 89:3). But 
from Binah and upwards, NAMELY, IN THE UPPER THREE SFIROT, 
is rest and pleasure and cessation from all work.
  

855. The eleventh commandment THAT IS IN MALCHUT is called 'the 
morning', afternoon, and evening prayers, from the aspect of the 
three patriarchs, NAMELY CHESED, GVURAH, AND TIFERET. It is 
the prayer of every (Heb. kol) mouth (Heb. Peh), NAMELY, MALCHUT 
CLEAVING TO YESOD, FOR PRAYER IS MALCHUT AND EVERY 
MOUTH IS YESOD. For the word kol (lit. 'all or every') only means the 
Righteous One, WHICH IS YESOD, as it is written: "for all that is in 
heaven and on earth" (I Divrei Hayamin 29:11), which Yonatan Ben 
Uziel translated (into Aramaic) as "that takes hold of heaven and 
earth," NAMELY, YESOD THAT IS ATTACHED TO HEAVEN AND 
EARTH THAT ARE ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT. Mouth (Heb. Peh = 
85) has the same numerical value as milah (lit. 'circumcision') and 
just as Male and Female below unite by the covenant, so, too the 
bride and bridegroom above come together in Yesod, THEY BEING 
ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT. YESOD is the living (Heb. CHAI = 
eighteen) of the Worlds, because it includes the eighteen blessings 
OF THE AMIDAH PRAYER, as it is written: "Blessings are upon the 
head of the just" (Mishlei 10:6).
 

 

856. And for this reason when one bows one should bow at 
'Blessed,' WHICH IS THE SECRET OF YESOD, and when returning to 
the upright position, one should do so (at the mention of) the Divine 
Name. This is the Shechinah in the name of the Yud Hei Vav Hei, with 
which the Shechinah has to be stood upright, the same about whom 
it is said: "The virgin of Yisrael is fallen; she shall no more 
rise" (Amos 5:2) BY HERSELF, but she shall by another grade, 
NAMELY, YUD HEI VAV HEI, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, and for this 
reason: "On that day I will raise up the tabernacle of David that is 
fallen" (Ibid. 9:11); and the reference is to Him, about whom it is 
said: "Hashem raises those who are bowed down" (Tehilim 146:8), 
AND, THEREFORE, WHEN RETURNING TO THE UPRIGHT POSITION, 
ONE SHOULD DO SO AT THE DIVINE NAME.
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857. The twelfth commandment THAT IS WITH MALCHUT is called 
'the Festival of Unleavened Bread' (Pesach) and 'the Festival of 
Weeks' (Shavuot) and 'the Festival of Sukkot', from the aspect of the 
three patriarchs, WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH, AND TIFERET; and 
the New Year is the aspect of MALCHUT herself, WHICH IS THE 
SECRET OF, 'The law of the government (MALCHUT) is the law'. 
There is also the opinion that THE HOLIDAY of Pesach is the right 
arm, NAMELY, CHESED; Shavuot, which is the time when the Torah 
was given in the wilderness, where the appointee OVER THE 
WILDERNESS is ox from the side of Gvurah SHAVUOT, THUS IS 
GVURAH. Sukkot is TIFERET AS IT IS SAID: "And Jacob journeyed 
to Sukkot" (Beresheet 33:17), JACOB BEING TIFERET. AND IN ALL 
OTHER PLACES, THE AUTHOR SAYS THAT PESACH IS CHESED, 
SUKKOT IS GVURAH, AND SHAVUOT IS TIFERET. The thirteenth 
commandment THAT IS WITH MALCHUT is the recital of the Sh'ma.
 

 

 
 
124. Explanations of the Holy Names and appelations 
Rabbi Shimon tells us the names that are applied to the Endless Light, and says that these names are a result of the creation of those creatures who 
can apply those names to Him. His name changes depending on the actions of those in the world; for the righteous He has the attribute of Mercy 
and for the wicked He has the attribute of Judgment - thus His name can be Yud Hei Vav Hei or Adonai. He is therefore called after the quality of 
each generation and each person, but He Himself has no specific quality or name. Rabbi Shimon says that the soul is not found in any one part of 
the body but is in the whole body; in just this way God is found everywhere in the world. Every single one of His names testifies that He is Master of 
all the worlds. We hear that every person in Yisrael inherits a world according to his level on high, as each and every righteous person has a world 
for himself. Lastly Rabbi Shimon concludes that the soul is like God only insofar as it rules over all parts of the body, but not in any other respect.

858. And it should be known that THE ENDLESS LIGHT is called 
'Wise One in all sorts of wisdom', and 'Understanding One in all 
sorts of understanding', and 'Pious One in all sorts of piety', and 
'Mighty One in all sorts of might', and 'Counselor in all sorts of 
counsel', and 'Righteous One in all sorts of righteousness', and 
'King in all sorts of kingship', to infinity and immeasurably. And in all 
these grades, in one He is called 'Merciful One' and in another He is 
called 'Judge', and so on in a number of grades until infinity. HE 
ASKS, if so, it implies that there is a difference between Merciful One 
and Judge. AND HE ANSWERS, yet before He created the world, He 
was called by all these grades after the names of the creatures of the 
world, that were destined to be created. And if not AFTER the 
creatures of the world, why should He have been called 'Merciful 
One', 'Judge', FOR THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NONE FOR HIM TO 
SHOW MERCY TO. Thus HE WAS INDEED SO CALLED only after the 
creatures that were in the future to be created, BUT THERE IS NOT, 
HEAVEN FORBID, ANY CHANGE IN HIM HIMSELF.
 

 

859. And for this reason, all the Names are appellatives of Him, after 
His deeds. In such a way He created the soul in His likeness, which 
is so named following its actions in each of the parts of the body, 
which is itself called 'a small world'. Just as the Master of the 
Universe behaves with each creature in each generation according 
to its deeds, so also is the soul according to the deeds of each part. 
That same part of the body with which he observes a precept is 
called 'soul' because of compassion, loving-kindness, grace and 
mercy THAT ARE ACTIVATED IN HIS BODY. And that part of his 
body with which he commits a transgression is called 'soul' for 
judgment and wrath and anger THAT ARE ACTIVE IN HIS BODY. But 
away from body, for whom can there be compassion or cruelty 
BECAUSE OF THE DEEDS OF THE BODY?
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860. So, too, for whom could the Master of the Universe have been 
called 'Merciful One', 'Gracious One' or 'Judge' prior to His creating 
the world and His creating His creatures? Thus all His names are but 
appellations, and He is so called only after the creatures of the 
world. Thus, when the members of the generation are good, namely, 
He is for them called the Yud Hei Vav Hei in the attribute of Mercy. 
But when the members of the generation are wicked, He is for them 
called 'Adonai' in the attribute of Judgment. For He is CALLED after 
the quality of each generation and of each person, but He Himself 
has no SPECIFIC quality and no specific name.
 

 

861. Consider the Sfirot, where each Sfirah has a specific name, 
quality, border, and limit. The Master of the Universe spreads 
throughout these names and rules by them and is called after them 
and is clothed in them and lives amongst them as a soul within the 
parts of the body. And just as the Master of the Worlds has no 
specific name and no specific place, but His rule is in all directions 
IN THE WORLD, so also the soul has neither name nor place 
anywhere in the body, but its rule is in every direction, and there is 
no part of the body that is vacated of her.
 

 

862. And for this reason, no one place IN THE BODY should be noted 
as that OF THE SOUL, for, otherwise, IF ONE PLACE IS SO NOTED it 
would follow that her rule is lacking in the remaining parts of the 
body. Nor is she to be called by one, two, or even three names, 
saying that she is Chochmah and from Binah, that she has Da'at, 
and no more, for if one does this, IT WOULD FOLLOW THAT she 
lacks the other grades.
 

 

863. And this is even truer with respect to the Master of the Universe, 
to whom no place should be ascribed nor specific name attributed, 
nor should He be doubled or tripled IN THEM, namely, the grade of 
the Chariot, in which it is said, 'They thrice ascribe holiness to You', 
since all the grades of all His Chariots are tripled, as in "The 
Patriarchs, they are the Heavenly Chariot," namely the likeness of 
lion, ox, eagle. For they are a chariot for man, and it is said of them: 
"As for the likeness of their faces, they had the face of a 
man" (Yechezkel 1:10). And from the point of the Female, they, LION, 
OX, EAGLE, rule over man, WHICH IS THE NAME OF THE FEMALE, 
and the Female is a chariot for LION, OX, EAGLE. And this is why it 
is said about her "They thrice ascribe holiness to You."
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864. Similarly, the letters YUD HEI VAV, that ALLUDE TO the faces of 
the living creatures, LION, OX, AND EAGLE, are tripled, thus: Yud 
Hei Vav; Hei Vav Yud; and Vav Hei Yud. Hei is a fourth FOR THEM 
AND IS THE SECRET OF "They thrice ascribe holiness to You," AS 
ABOVE. She is the peace offerings (Heb. shlamim) of all of them, for 
in all of them she completes (Heb. mashlemet) the Name of Yud Hei 
Vav Hei. But neither names nor letters must be tripled for the Master 
of All, for He is called by all the names and has no one specific 
Name, and every single name testifies about Him that He is Master of 
All the Worlds, AND THE NAME Adonai testifies about Him.
 

 

865. And there is a person who inherits three hundred and ten 
worlds, as it is written: "That I may cause those that love Me to 
inherit substance (Heb. yesh = 310)" (Mishlei 8:21). THIS IS 
according to the level OF CHOCHMAH that is called 'something out 
of nothing', FOR KETER IS CALLED 'NAUGHT' AND CHOCHMAH, 
'SUBSTANCE THAT IS DRAWN OUT OF NAUGHT', and this is upper 
Chochmah. And there is also the person who only inherits one 
world, according to his level as has been taught: Each and every 
righteous man has a world for himself. Likewise every person in 
Yisrael inherits a world according to his level on high, but there is no 
recording of a world for the Master of the Universe, for He is the 
Master (Heb. adon) of All the Worlds, as the name Adonai testifies 
about Him.
 

 

866. Likewise with the Name Yud Hei Vav Hei, on which all 
existences depend, and He and all His existences testify about the 
Master of the Universe that He pre-existed all existences, that He is 
within all existence, and that He will be after all existences. And this 
is the secret that the beings testify about Him, that He was, is, and 
will be.
 

 

867. Dina (lit. 'judgment') is composed of the letters of Adonai, re-
arranged. And for this reason, our teachers of blessed memory said: 
The law of the government is the law (Heb. dina). The name El 
testifies about the Master of All, that no name, Yud Hei Vav Hei, 
grade, and certainly none of the other creatures has any ability apart 
from Him. And this is as is written: "and all the inhabitants of the 
earth are reputed as nothing: and He does according to His will in 
the host of heaven..." (Daniel 4:32). Elohim testifies to His Divinity, 
that He is the Elohim, and the Elohim of Elohim, and He is Eloha over 
All, and there in no Eloha above Him. Tzevaot (lit. 'Hosts') testifies 
about Him, as it is written: "He does according to His will in the host 
of heaven." Shadai (Shin Dalet Yud) testifies about Him that (Heb. 
Shin), when He said to the world "Enough" (Heb. dai), THE WORLD 
stopped within its limits and did not expand any more. Likewise, to 
the water, wind, and fire HE SAID: "ENOUGH" (Heb. DAI).
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868. Likewise, every Yud Hei Vav Hei and every name testify about 
Him, for when He was alone, before He created the world, why did He 
need to be called by these names or by the other appellatives, such 
as Merciful One, Gracious one, Long-suffering, Judge, Mighty, 
Strong? There are many such names that are so coined after all the 
worlds and the creatures in them in order to show that His rule is 
over them.
 

 

869. And it is likewise with the soul, WHICH, IN THE ASPECT OF its 
rule over all the parts of the body, is likened to Him. JUST AS HE IS 
RULER OVER ALL THE WORDS, SO IS THE SOUL RULER OVER ALL 
PARTS OF THE BODY, but it is not meant to say that the soul is like 
Him in its essence, for it was He who created it, while HE has no 
Elohim above Him who created Him. Furthermore there are a number 
of changes and incidents and causes that happen to the soul, which 
is not the case for the Master of All. For this reason, the soul is like 
Him only respecting its rule over all parts of the body, but not in any 
other respect.
 

 

 
 
125. The recital of the Sh'ma Yisrael and the Tefilin 
Rabbi Shimon rearranges the letters in Sh'ma, Shem and Echad to teach us about God as witness and about the reason for the four compartments 
of the Tefilin.

870. Furthermore, Sh'ma (Shin Mem Ayin) (lit. 'Hear') Yisrael: 
CONSISTS OF THE LETTERS OF shem (lit. 'name' - Shin Mem) and 
great Ayin. Similarly, Dalet of echad: (lit. 'one' - Aleph Chet Dalet) is 
written large, AND THESE TWO LARGE LETTERS spell 'ed' (lit. 
'witness' - Ayin Dalet). Thus, between the Shin Mem of Sh'ma, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'NAME', and the Aleph Chet 
of echad, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, ARE TO BE FOUND THE LARGE 
LETTERS AYIN DALET, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF THE VERSE: 
"Hashem is witness (Heb. Ed) against you" (I Shmuel 12:5). AND SO 
HE IS INDEED A WITNESS over each and everyone who proclaims 
His unity in the world. And therefore David said: "I will rejoice (Heb. 
esmach - Aleph Sin Mem Chet) in Hashem" (Tehilim 104:34) and the 
Shin Mem of Sh'ma, WHICH IS MALCHUT, together with the Aleph 
Chet of Echad, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, spell 'esmach'. AND THIS IS 
THE SECRET OF THE UNITY OF ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, FROM 
THE ASPECT OF GREATNESS, FOR MALCHUT, FROM THE ASPECT 
OF GREATNESS IS CALLED 'NAME' (HEB. SHEM - SHIN MEM).
 

 

871. Furthermore, the large letter Dalet (whose numerical value is 
four) OF ECHAD ALLUDES TO THE four compartments of the Tefilin 
that Aleph Chet OF ECHAD, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, puts on, and with 
which he is adorned, and they are an ornament on his head. And 
they are THE SECRET OF THE COMBINATION Yud Hei Hei Vav. The 
Yud, WHICH IS CHOCHMAH, is a diadem on Hei, which is the 
daughter, NAMELY, MALCHUT. Thus, "Hashem by wisdom founded 
the earth" (Mishlei 3:19), for Father, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF 
CHOCHMAH, founded the daughter, WHICH IS MALCHUT, THAT IS 
CALLED 'EARTH'. THE SECOND HEI OF THE COMBINATION YUD 
HEI HEI VAV is upper Mother, which is a diadem on the Vav, which is 
the son, NAMELY, ZEIR ANPIN, as we read: "by understanding He 
established the heaven" (Ibid.), FOR ZEIR ANPIN, WHO IS CALLED 
'HEAVENS', RECEIVES THE MOCHIN FROM UNDERSTANDING, 
NAMELY, UPPER MOTHER, for Mother established the son. Thus, in 
the world-to-come, WHICH IS BINAH, there is no eating and no 
drinking, but the righteous sit with their diadems on their heads. THE 
RIGHTEOUS HERE ARE ZEIR ANPIN, WHO HAS A DIADEM ON HIS 
HEAD, FROM BINAH THAT IS CALLED 'THE WORLD TO COME'.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/43%20-%20Pinchas.htm (243 of 252)2004/07/07 23:16:21



1

 
 
126. Two arrangements of the four passages of the Tefilin 
The Tefilin are said to be the Mochin, and Rabbi Shimon describes all the parts of the phylacteries and their meaning in terms of the Sfirot and the 
Holy Names of God and the letters of the alphabet. Lastly Rabbi Shimon tells us what Rabbi Akiva had to say about the flowing light that is never 
interrupted and that comes from Infinity.

872. And the daughter, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is the Tefilin of the dim 
hand. Yud is His knot. Upper Hei, namely, Mother, is the head Tefilin 
on the head of Tiferet. His Tefilin, NAMELY, HIS MOCHIN, are 
according to the order Yud Hei Vav Hei, which is "Sanctify to 
Me" (Shemot 13:1-10), YUD. "And it shall be when Hashem shall 
bring you into the land" (Shemot 13:11-16) IS HEI; "Hear, O 
Yisrael" (Devarim 6:4-9) IS VAV; and "And it shall come to pass, if 
you will hearken diligently" (Devarim 11:13-21) IS THE FINAL HEI. 
THIS ORDER IS FOR THE TEFILIN OF THE HEAD OF ZEIR ANPIN. 
But in the World to Come, WHICH IS BINAH, THE TEFILIN, NAMELY, 
THE MOCHIN THAT SHE RECEIVES, the order of Yud Hei Vav Hei's, 
which are Hei Hei, are in the center. THAT IS, YUD FIRST, WHICH IS 
"SANCTIFY TO ME;" AND THE VAV OF "HEAR" IN THE END; "AND 
IT SHALL BE WHEN HASHEM SHALL BRING YOU INTO THE LAND"; 
"AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, IF YOU WILL HEARKEN 
DILIGENTLY," THAT IS HEI-HEI, ARE IN THE MIDDLE. And on this 
the prophet said: "but let him that glories glory in this, that he 
understands and knows Me, that I am Hashem" (Yirmeyah 9:23), 
WHERE THE INITIAL LETTERS SPELL YUD HEI HEI VAV. And this is 
why the sages of the Mishnah taught: There is room on the head to 
lay two pairs of Tefilin. And such a one is privileged to observe two 
precepts, about which they taught: Not everyone has the privilege to 
enjoy two tables.
 

 

873. IN THE FOUR SECTIONS OF THE HEAD TEFILIN, the Yud, 
WHICH IS THE SECTION "SANCTIFY TO ME," is Chochmah. The Hei, 
WHICH IS THE SECTION "AND IT SHALL BE WHEN HASHEM SHALL 
BRING YOU INTO THE LAND," is Binah. Vav, WHICH IS THE 
SECTION "HEAR, O YISRAEL," is the central pillar. And the Hhei, 
WHICH IS THE SECTION "AND IT WILL COME TO PASS, IF YOU 
WILL HEARKEN DILIGENTLY," is holy Malchut. The head that is 
crowned with these four letters is Keter, which is the circumference 
of the head that comprises THE TEFILIN THAT ARE THE MOCHIN 
and covers them. The recital of the Sh'ma YISRAEL is love, Chesed, 
and is equivalent to the Torah that was given on the right. The 
Tefilin, CALLED 'strength', are on the left side, which is Gvurah. The 
Central Column, WHICH IS TIFERET, includes everything, FOR IT 
COMPRISES CHESED AND GVURAH. The wings of the precept, 
WHICH ARE THE FRINGES, in which are blue and white, are Netzach 
and Hod. The Mezuzah, ON WHICH IS recorded the Name Shadai, is 
Righteous One, NAMELY, YESOD, and the Shechinah is the gate 
onto which the Mezuzah is affixed, ABOUT WHICH IT IS WRITTEN: 
"this is the gate of Hashem" (Tehilim 118:20).
 

 

874. Furthermore, the THREE-HEADED LETTER Shin is the three 
straps, THE TWO OF THE HEAD TEFILIN AND THE ONE OF THE 
HAND TEFILIN. Dalet is the knot of the HEAD Tefilin at the back OF 
THE HEAD, while Yud is the knot of the hand Tefilin. TOGETHER 
THEY SPELL SHADAI. This is why Shadai is written on the outside 
OF THE TEFILIN, while the Yud Hei Vav Hei is inside THE TEFILIN, 
for it is the four sections THEREIN. The four-headed letter Shin 
alludes to the four compartments of the Tefilin. Shadai is His, ZEIR 
ANPIN's, sign, and amounts to the same NUMERICAL VALUE as 
Metatron.
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875. Again: Yud, Chochmah, is the section "Sanctify to me." Hei, 
Binah, is the section "And it shall be when Hashem bring you into 
the land." Vav is the Sh'ma, IN WHICH THERE ARE six words: 
"HEAR, O YISRAEL, HASHEM OUR ELOHIM, HASHEM IS 
ONE" (DEVARIM 6:4), alluding to the six Sfirot which are six 
branches of the tree which Tiferet includes. The LAST Hei is THE 
SECTION "And it will come to pass, if you will hearken diligently" 
which is Malchut. These are THE MOCHIN of the head, FOR THE 
HEAD, which is Keter, IS THE SECRET OF THE LETTER CAF, IN THE 
SECRET OF THE VERSE: "There is none holy as (Heb. Caf) 
Hashem..." (I Shmuel 2:2), WHERE THE LETTER CAF (LIT. 'AS') IN 
THE EXPRESSION "AS HASHEM" IS KETER OF ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

876. Shadai alludes to the straps, compartments, and knots of the 
Tefilin from the outside, FOR THE SHIN OF SHADAI ALLUDES TO 
THE THREE STRAPS, TWO OF THE HEAD AND ONE OF THE HAND. 
THE DALET OF SHADAI ALLUDES TO THE FOUR COMPARTMENTS 
OF THE HEAD TEFILIN, AND ALSO TO THE KNOT OF DALET THAT 
IS BEHIND THE HEAD. THE YUD OF SHADAI ALLUDES TO THE 
KNOT OF THE HAND TEFILIN. The same holds for the mezuzah, 
there being Yud Hei Vav Hei on the inside and the name Shadai on 
the outside. The four-headed letter Shin , with the Dalet OF SHADAI 
alludes to the four compartments and to the knot of THE HEAD 
Tefilin behind THE HEAD, WHICH HAS THE SHAPE OF a double 
Dalet. Likewise, there is a double Shin, ONE ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF 
THE COMPARTMENT AND ONE ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE 
COMPARTMENT. The Yud OF SHADAI is the knot OF THE TEFILIN of 
the dim hand, which is the fifth compartment: THAT IS TO SAY THAT 
WITH THE FOUR COMPARTMENTS OF THE HEAD TEFILIN THE 
FIFTH COMPARTMENT IS THAT OF THE HAND TEFILIN. The Dalet of 
Shadai is the brain, about which it has been taught; the place on the 
head where a baby's brain is seen to pulsate, and this is a baby 
suckling from the breasts (Shin Dalet Yud) OF ITS MOTHER, 
NAMELY, FROM Shadai, FOR THE DALET ALLUDES TO THE 
MOCHIN OF THE UPPER THREE SFIROT OF SUCKLING.
 

 

877. The Tefilin of the Master of the Universe are Keter. And what is 
the crown of the Master of the Universe? It is the Yud Hei Vav Hei; 
namely, the Yud of the Yud Hei Vav Hei is Chochmah, HEI is Binah, 
and Vav is Tiferet, which includes the six Sfirot CHESED, GVURAH, 
TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD AND YESOD. The FINAL Hei is Malchut, 
NAMELY, TEN SFIROT. And this is the reason BEHIND THE VERSES 
"And what one nation in the earth is like Your people" (II Shmuel 
7:23); "For (Heb. ki - Caf Yud) what great nation is there so great, 
that has Elohim so near to them, as (Heb. Caf) Hashem our Elohim is 
in all things that we call upon Him for?" (Devarim 4:7); AND ALSO 
THE VERSE, MENTIONED ABOVE: "THERE IS NONE HOLY AS (HEB. 
CAF) HASHEM" (I SHMUEL 2:2). All THESE four verses have marked 
in them the letter Caf, and the secret of the letter Caf (whose 
numerical value is twenty) is Yud Yud (the numerical value of each 
being ten), NAMELY THE YUD AT THE BEGINNING AND THE YUD AT 
THE END OF THE COMBINATION Yud Aleph Hei Dalet Vav Nun Hei 
Yud. AND THIS IS THE INNER MEANING OF THE VERSE "weighing 
ten shekels apiece (lit. ten ten), after the shekel of the 
sanctuary" (Bemidbar 7:86), NAMELY, the Caf of Keter, that is 
composed of ten Sfirot, AS ABOVE, and they comprise TEN SFIROT 
OF DIRECT LIGHT, from above downwards, and ten Sfirot of 
RETURNING LIGHT, which are upwards from below.
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878. And these TWENTY SFIROT, OF DIRECT LIGHT AND OF 
REFLECTED LIGHT, are THE SECRET OF THE VERSE "waters that 
are above the heavens" (Tehilim 148:4), which are the male upper 
waters, NAMELY, THE TEN SFIROT OF DIRECT LIGHT, WHILE "THE 
WATERS WHICH WERE UNDER THE FIRMAMENT" (BERESHEET 
1:7) ARE the female lower waters, NAMELY THE TEN SFIROT OF 
REFLECTED LIGHT. And Rabbi Akiva said to his pupils about them: 
When you reach the stones of pure marble, do not say: Water, water, 
lest you endanger your souls. For it is not water as is usually 
understood, NAMELY, CHASSADIM, but 'flowing light'; NAMELY, IT 
IS ALSO COMPOSED OF CHOCHMAH THAT IS CALLED 'LIGHT', 
AND FROM THE ASPECT OF CHASSADIM, IT IS 'FLOWING'. This is 
why it was likened to flowing water. And this light is never 
interrupted, nor is it cut off, nor separated. And because it is from 
Keter, it is called 'infinite' WATER, for Keter is called the Endless 
Light. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
127. Shavuot 
Rabbi Shimon says that burnt offerings are not required during Shavuot because Yisrael have already observed the days of purity and the Other 
Side now has no hold over them. The Festival of Weeks belongs to the Tree of Life and not to the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

879. "And you shall offer the burnt offering for a sweet savor to 
Hashem" (Bemidbar 28:27). Come and see, About Pesach it is 
written: "You shall offer a sacrifice made by fire for a burnt offering 
to Hashem" (Ibid. 19). Yet here it is not written 'a sacrifice made by 
fire' but "And you shall offer the burnt offering." What is the reason 
for this? AND HE ANSWERS, the reason is that this day OF 
SHAVUOT, is a day on which the bride enters the wedding canopy; 
NAMELY, MALCHUT ENTERS THE WEDDING CANOPY WITH ZEIR 
ANPIN, and Yisrael COMES from THE COUNTING OF the days and 
weeks of purity, and is taken in and enters into THESE days of 
purity, NAMELY, THE SECRET OF THE SEVEN DAYS CHESED, 
GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT, IN 
EACH ONE OF WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, 
HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT, MAKING A TOTAL OF 49 DAYS. And 
she, MALCHUT, has emerged from the aspect of everything bad, 
NAMELY, THEY NO LONGER HAVE ANY HOLD OVER HER, and has 
observed the days of purity as fitting, NAMELY, THE 49 DAYS OF 
THE COUNTING. And this is the secret of the king who tasted the 
taste of a virgin. IN OTHER WORDS, THE SECRET OF THE VERSE "A 
VIRGIN, NEITHER HAD ANY MAN KNOWN HER" (BERESHEET 
24:16), IF THE MATTER BE DISCLOSED, IS THAT NO ONE OF THE 
OTHER SIDE HAD ANY HOLD OVER HER. And this is why it is not 
written about it 'a sacrifice made by fire', for no other came close to 
the Sanctuary, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and THE OTHER PARTY has 
already been removed from there. Thus there are not, nor is there 
any need for, offerings made by fire in this case, for Yisrael has 
removed themselves from the Evil Side. Said Rabbi Aba: We still 
have to open this matter up.
 

 

880. Rabbi Shimon said: I lifted up my hands in prayer to Him who 
created the world and found this secret in the works of the early 
masters: Offerings made by fire are in between THE GOOD AND THE 
BAD, and they come on this side and on that side, for they are 
attached to the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, AND ARE, 
THEREFORE, attached to both the good and to the bad. For this 
reason, on the other days, it is written: "a sacrifice made by fire for a 
burnt offering" FOR THEY CONTAIN JUDGMENTS AND HAVE A 
HOLD ON THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. But on 
these days when the Tree of Life and no other is to be found, 
NAMELY, ON SHAVUOT, we do not need an offering made by fire, 
and it does not have to be there, for this day OF SHAVUOT belongs 
to the Tree of Life and not the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. 
This is why SCRIPTURE SAYS: "And you shall offer the burnt 
offering for a sweet savor to Hashem" (Bemidbar 28:27), and not 'a 
sacrifice made by fire to Hashem for a burnt offering'. And THE 
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MEANING OF 'burnt offering' (Heb. olah) is derived from ascent, FOR 
IT ASCENDS (HEB. OLAH) TO THE MOST HIGH ONE, as we have 
learned. And we have already clarified these matters IN THE 
COMMENTARY about one-year old bullocks and the whole of that 
offering.
 

 

 
 
128. Rosh Hashanah 
Rabbi Shimon uses the story of Isaac and Jacob and Esau to illustrate the meaning of the two days of Judgment and the need for the burnt offering.

881. "And in the seventh month, ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE 
MONTH" (Bemidbar 29:1). This is as we have learned, that the day of 
the New Year is the Day of Judgment for the whole world: stringent 
judgment ON THE FIRST DAY and lenient judgment ON THE 
SECOND DAY. HE ASKS: IT IS WRITTEN, "And you shall make a 
burnt offering" (Ibid. 2), whereas it should have been written: 'And 
you shall offer a burnt offering', as on all the other days. What is the 
meaning of "And you shall make?" AND HE ANSWERS, on this day 
OF THE NEW YEAR it is written: "and make me savory 
food" (Beresheet 27:4), WHICH IS WHAT ISAAC SAID TO ESAU, 
WHO IS THE ACCUSER. And during these days Yisrael makes many 
savory foods and dishes, NAMELY, PRECEPTS AND PRAYERS, 
while the accuser goes to search for the sins of the world, TO MAKE 
THEM INTO SAVORY FOODS FOR THE PROSECUTION. It is 
therefore not written: 'And you shall offer a burnt offering', but: "And 
you shall make a burnt offering," NAMELY, MAKE AND CORRECT 
SAVORY FOODS. And it is not WRITTEN: 'a sacrifice made by fire to 
Hashem for a burnt offering', as it is similar for all the other festival 
days, in which days there is no part FOR THE OTHER SIDE. Nor is 'a 
sacrifice made by fire' written AS IN SHAVUOT AND YOM KIPPUR, 
and certainly not for this day, on which we make savory foods and 
dishes without the knowledge of the Other Side, for he had been 
sent by Isaac to hunt game that is the iniquities of men, and to bring 
them to him.
 

 

882. And while he is yet on the way, Yisrael takes advice from 
Rivkah: do all these rituals and all the prayers, and prepare a Shofar 
and sound it in order to awaken Mercy, AS HAS BEEN EXPLAINED 
IN THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH. And we have already learnt: "and 
he brought him wine, and he drank" (Beresheet 27:25), for he came 
from afar, FROM BINAH, from that place where the wine is old, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH OF 
THE SIX INTERMEDIATE SFIROT OF THE LEFT SIDE, AFTER THE 
ANNULMENT OF THE UPPER THREE SFIROT OF THE LEFT SIDE, 
THIS BEING TERMED OLD WINE. And he drank, found it delicious, 
and rejoiced. And after that ISAAC, WHO IS THE LEFT COLUMN, 
blessed him with a number of blessings and removed his iniquities, 
FOR THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH MAKES ATONEMENT FOR 
INIQUITIES. As it is written: "and Jacob was yet scarce gone out 
from the presence of Isaac his father, and Esau his brother came in 
from his hunting" (Beresheet 27:30), namely, he was carrying with 
him a number of burdens OF INIQUITIES, as has been stated, and we 
have already learned these matters.
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883. And this is why it is a day of the T'ruah SOUND OF THE 
SHOFAR, and the sacrifice is a burnt offering. One ram is, as we 
have learned, because of the ram of Isaac. The one kid of the goats 
for a sin offering is a bribe to Samael, FOR FROM JUST THIS 
OFFERING HE RECEIVES SOME NOURISHMENT FROM THE 
ASPECT OF THE SIX INTERMEDIATE SFIROT of CHOCHMAH, to 
make atonement before him for having wept on that day when he 
realized that his will had not been done and he had gone hunting for 
nothing. FOR THE UPPER THREE SFIROT OF HIS LEFT SIDE HAD 
BEEN ANNULLED, AND THEY ARE HIS TOTAL STRENGTH, AS 
ABOVE, AND THE CONTRACTION OF THE UPPER THREE SFIROT IS 
CALLED 'WEEPING', as we have learned. This is similar on Yom 
Kippur, as written in the portion of Emor.
 

 

 
 
129. Sukkot 
Rabbi Aba and Rabbi Elazar talk about the third day of Sukkot, employing the analogy of the ark landing on Mount Ararat and the waters receding.

884. "And on the fifteenth day of the seventh month" (Bemidbar 
29:12). Rabbi Aba began by quoting: "And the ark rested in the 
seventh month" (Beresheet 8:4). Come and see: Throughout these 
days, FROM YOM KIPPUR TO THE HOLIDAY OF SUKKOT, the 
Mother, WHICH IS THE SHECHINAH, hovers over the sons, WHO 
ARE YISRAEL, in order that the Other Side should not have control 
OVER YISRAEL, and in order to save them. After the children have 
been saved and are sitting in their booths (Heb. Sukkot), they are 
guarded with the protection OF MOTHER, WHICH IS THE 
SHECHINAH. On the first and second days OF THE HOLIDAY OF 
SUKKOT, she commanded Yisrael to make a feast for the ministering 
angels of the other nations, NAMELY THE SEVENTY BULLOCKS 
FOR THE SEVENTY MINISTERS, and she does not dwell there WITH 
THEM. On the third day, which is the seventeenth day of the month, 
THE SHECHINAH begins to rest on them. And this is the meaning of 
the verse: "And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat," 
WHERE THE ARK IS THE SECRET OF THE SHECHINAH, AND THE 
MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT ARE the mountains in the midst of which 
rest all the curses and all the punishments, WHICH ARE THE 
APPOINTEES OF THE NATIONS.
 

 

885. Rabbi Elazar said: On the first day of the holiday, MALCHUT 
does not rest on them, ON THE MINISTERS OF THE SEVENTY 
NATIONS, nor on the second day; but only on the third day, which 
decreases by the addition, does she rest on them, adding letters and 
decreasing in sacrifices, as it is written: "Eleven (Heb. ashtei asar) 
bullocks" (Bemidbar 29:20), which is appropriate for the evil eye. For 
on the first day and the second day there is rejoicing of the children, 
and Yisrael distributes to them, TO THE APPOINTEES OF THE 
NATIONS, booty. From the third day and onwards, when MALCHUT 
rests upon them, what is written? "And the waters decreased 
continually until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day 
of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen" (Beresheet 8:5). 
"And the waters decreased continually"; these are the sacrifices that 
are continually reduced, and as they become fewer in number so 
does their goodness become less.
 

 

 
 
130. The water libation 
Rabbi Shimon explains about the contraction as the waters receded and the relevance to the water libation during the second, sixth and seventh 
days of Sukkot. He compares the mountains of Ararat to the mountains of darkness and the curses of the Other Side, that gradually become visible 
as the waters recede. We hear about the sacrifices of the rams and lambs and bullocks and their effect on the seventy heathen nations for whom 
they are offered. Lastly we are reminded how Yisrael break through all the Klipot to find joy on the eighth day of assembly, Shmini Atzeret. In this 
the Other Side has no part.
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886. Rabbi Shimon said, Elazar, come and see: From the second day, 
the waters began to appear, NAMELY, THAT THE LIBATION OF 
WATER ON THE ALTAR BEGAN. FOR ITS PURPOSE WAS ALSO TO 
DRAW DOWN LIVELIHOOD AND SUBSISTENCE FOR THE OTHER 
SIDE. "AND IF HE BE THIRSTY, GIVE HIM WATER TO 
DRINK" (MISHLEI 25:21): THIS WATER IS THE WATER THAT IS 
MENTIONED HERE FOR LIBATION ON THE DAYS OF THE HOLIDAY. 
And after the water had begun, AND THE OTHER SIDE AND THE 
SEVENTY NATIONS HAD RECEIVED THE EMANATION, THEY THEN 
GREW IN STRENGTH, AS NOTED IN THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH, 
and from the third day MALCHUT rested on them, FOR THEY DREW 
HER DOWN SEPARATED FROM ZEIR ANPIN, AS ABOVE. And the 
Babylonians did not know why these waters are mentioned here IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE FESTIVAL, THAT IS TO SAY THAT THEY 
DID NOT KNOW THAT THEIR PURPOSE WAS TO PROVIDE 
SUBSISTENCE TO THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD, for the goodness 
of Yisrael is not in the place of contraction, NAMELY, IN THE 
BULLOCKS OF THE FESTIVAL THAT ARE REDUCED IN NUMBER, 
but in the place of expansion. And since these waters that are 
mentioned here are contracting, TOGETHER WITH THE BULLOCKS 
OF THE FESTIVAL, Scripture comes to inform us that it is written: 
"And the waters decreased continually" (Beresheet 8:5). That is, the 
waters that are known from the days of the festival are the ones that 
are mentioned among the sacrifices. FOR ON THE SECOND DAY IT 
IS SAID THAT AMONG THE SACRIFICES IS "AND THEIR DRINK 
OFFERINGS" (HEB. VENISKEIHEM) (BEMIDBAR 29:18), THE LAST 
LETTER OF WHICH IS MEM. AND ON THE SIXTH DAY, IT IS SAID, 
"AND ITS DRINK OFFERINGS" (HEB. UNSACHEIHAH) (IBID. 31), 
WITH YUD. AND ON THE SEVENTH DAY "AFTER THE 
ORDINANCE" (Heb. KEMISHPATAM) (Ibid. 33), THE LAST LETTER 
OF WHICH IS MEM. AND THESE THREE LETTERS TOGETHER 
SPELL MAYIM (LIT. 'WATERS' - MEM YUD MEM), FROM WHICH IT 
FOLLOWS THAT THERE IS AN ALLUSION TO THE WATER LIBATION 
IN THE TORAH. For they, THE SACRIFICES, are mountains of curses 
that continually decrease, and their goodness, and the emanation 
that is drawn down on them "decreased continually" (Beresheet 8:5). 
And because these waters belong to them, TO THE NATIONS AND 
TO THE OTHER SIDE, the letters MEM YUD MEM were not joined 
together AND THE WORD DID NOT APPEAR EXPLICITLY WRITTEN 
IN THE TORAH. BUT THE LETTERS ARE SCATTERED, WITH MEM 
BEING IN "AND THEIR DRINK-OFFERINGS" (Heb. VENISKEIHEM), 
THE YUD IN "AND ITS DRINK OFFERINGS" (Heb. UNSACHEIHA), 
AND THE FINAL MEM IN "AFTER THE ORDINANCE" (Heb. 
KEMISHPATAM), AS ABOVE. And the purpose of this is so that their 
goodness should not be joined, but BE little by little.
 

 

887. But regarding Yisrael, who are from the Holy One, blessed be 
He, WHO IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, what is written? "but they who 
seek Hashem shall not want any good thing" (Tehilim 34:11). The 
first half of this verse is: "The young lions lack, and suffer 
hunger" (Ibid.). The young lions are the appointees of the other 
nations. They that seek Hashem are Yisrael, who will not lack all 
good things because they continually ascend higher and higher, 
FOR A PERSON MAY BE PROMOTED TO A HIGHER DEGREE OF 
SANCTITY BUT NOT DEMOTED. For this reason, their good, THAT 
OF THE NATIONS AND OF THE OTHER SIDE, which are waters, 
"decreased continually until the tenth month" (Beresheet 8:5), which 
is the month of Tevet, for then are the days of badness, FOR THE 
MONTHS OF TEVET AND SHEVAT ARE THE PERIOD OF JUDGMENT 
AND ARE CALLED 'THE DAYS OF BADNESS'. And this badness 
awakens and grows stronger, and the holy bride, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, does not illuminate from the midst of the sun, NAMELY, 
IS SEPARATED FROM THE SUN, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. And then 
the tops of these mountains became visible, THAT IS THE 
JUDGMENTS OF THE LEFT SIDE THAT ARE DRAWN DOWN WITH 
THE BULLOCKS OF THE FESTIVAL, namely, those mountains of 
darkness and mountains of curses that appear and grow stronger 
and do evil things in the world.
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888. About these days OF THE HOLIDAY OF SUKKOT IT IS 
WRITTEN: "a sacrifice made by fire" (Bemidbar 29:13) regarding 
THEIR burnt offering, NAMELY THE WORDS, "AND YOU SHALL 
OFFER A BURNT OFFERING FOR A SACRIFICE MADE BY 
FIRE" (IBID.). For then these offerings made by fire, which are the 
judgments, devour their portions, namely, those seventy bullocks 
corresponding to the seventy appointees who rule over the seventy 
nations. AND THEIR NUMBER is greatest on the first day and 
decreases with each passing day. And they are called 'goring 
bullocks' on their days. Fourteen rams. (THE TEXT HERE IS 
MISSING, BUT SHOULD READ AS FOLLOWS: "TWO RAMS, AND 
FOURTEEN LAMBS OF THE FIRST YEAR" (BEMIDBAR 29:13).) The 
two RAMS on each day are fourteen Yud Hei Vav Hei, AS SEVEN 
TIMES TWO IS FOURTEEN. And this refers to the hand that controls 
them continually, every day. And the total number of the lambs of 
the first year is 98, FOR SEVEN TIMES FOURTEEN EQUALS 98.
 

 

889. And you might wish to ask: If so, IF WE OFFER FOURTEEN 
RAMS SO THAT THE HAND (HEB. YAD = FOURTEEN) OF YUD HEI 
VAV HEI WILL RULE; AND IF WE OFFER 98 LAMBS, WHICH IS A 
BAD OMEN, FOR IT CORRESPONDS TO THE 98 CURSES IN THE 
ADMONITION AND ALSO IT IS SAID THAT 'TILL A DART (Heb. 
CHETZ = 98) STRIKE THROUGH HIS LIVER' then are we not being 
evil-eyed towards them, FOR HE SAYS TO HIM: 'EAT AND DRINK, 
SAYS HE TO HIM; BUT HIS HEART IS NOT WITH HIM'? HE 
ANSWERS: Yes, for it is written: "IF YOUR ENEMY BE HUNGRY, 
GIVE HIM BREAD TO EAT, AND IF HE BE THIRSTY, GIVE HIM 
WATER TO DRINK: for you shall heap coals of fire upon his 
head" (Mishlei 25:21-22). But we give only out of rejoicing, for 
throughout the whole year, there is no rejoicing like that on these 
days OF SUKKOT. And since we give out of the goodness of our 
hearts, in rejoicing and willingly, OUR GIFTS TO THEM turn into 
coals of fire on their head, burning coals, for our rejoicing affects 
them badly, namely, the fourteen RAMS, seventy BULLOCKS, and 98 
LAMBS, which is their sum total OF SACRIFICES, WHERE THE 
FOURTEEN RAMS INDICATES THE HAND OF YUD HEI VAV HEI 
THAT CONTROLS THEM, AND THE SEVENTY BULLOCKS IN THEIR 
DECREASING PROGRESSION TEACH THAT THEIR GOODNESS 
WILL CONTINUALLY DECREASE, WHILE THE 98 LAMBS TEACH 
ABOUT THE 98 CURSES THAT REST ON THEM; OR IN OTHER 
WORDS: 'A DART STRIKE THROUGH THEIR LIVER'.
 

 

890. And all this is very well, but you might ask: Who asked us to 
sacrifice for them, FOR THE APPOINTEES OF THE SEVENTY 
NATIONS? Perhaps they are not interested in our doing so? But all 
of these appointees have no such rejoicing as at that time which 
they have with all these bullocks and rams and lambs that Yisrael 
offers to them at these banquets. Nevertheless, nothing is offered 
except to the Holy One, blessed be He alone, while they, THE 
APPOINTEES, come close and the Holy One, blessed be He, 
distributes to them. And about this it is written: "If your enemy be 
hungry, give him bread to eat," where bread refers to the festival 
offerings; and in "and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink," water 
refers to that water that is marked TO BE POURED OUT IN A 
LIBATION on the days of the festival, on the second, sixth, and 
seventh days. And this is derived from, "it would be utterly scorned 
(Heb. boz - Bet Vav Zayin)" (Shir Hashirim, 8:7), WHERE THE 
NUMERICAL VALUES OF THE LETTERS BET, VAV, AND ZAYIN ARE 
TWO, SIX AND SEVEN, RESPECTIVELY.
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891. "Many waters cannot quench love" (Shir Hashirim 8:7) this 
refers to the waters that Yisrael pours out in libation out of rejoicing 
and love for the Holy One, blessed be He, as it is written: "Therefore 
with joy shall you draw water" (Yeshayah 12:3). "nor can the floods 
drown it" (Shir Hashirim 8:7). These are the floods of the pure 
balsam, NAMELY, THE EIGHTEEN RIVERS OF PLENTY THAT ARE 
DRAWN DOWN FROM YESOD OF BINAH. For all of them cleave to, 
and form a bond with, this love. "if a man would give all the 
substance of his house, it would be utterly scorned " (Ibid.). This 
refers to Samael; and he gives "for love" (Ibid.) of Yisrael, namely, so 
that he should have a portion with them in these waters about which 
it is written in this section: "if a man would give all the substance of 
his house for love, it would be utterly scorned (Heb. boz)," which is a 
mnemonic for these waters THAT ARE POURED OUT ON THE 
SECOND (BET), SIXTH (VAV), AND SEVENTH (ZAYIN) DAYS. It would 
certainly be scorned, for all the substance OF SAMAEL is 
considered for us as a broken potsherd that can never be repaired.
 

 

892. HE EXPLAINS HIS WORDS: The water OF SAMAEL, THE OTHER 
SIDE AND THE NATIONS, is distributed on the days of boz (Bet Vav 
Zayin). This leaves the other days, namely, the fifth, fourth, and third 
days of the festival, ON WHICH THERE IS NO WATER LIBATION. The 
mnemonic for this: He ploughed (Heb. charash - Chet Resh Shin) the 
furrows of the land, WHERE THE LETTERS OF CHARASH STAND 
FOR CHAMISHI (LIT. 'FIFTH'), REVI'I (LIT. 'FOURTH') AND SHLISHI 
(LIT. 'THIRD'), ON WHICH DAYS THERE IS NO LIBATION OF WATER, 
and they have no correction through us, nor indeed forever. FOR 
JUST AS THEY HAVE NO CORRECTION ON THE FIFTH, FOURTH, 
AND THIRD DAYS, SO THEY NEVER WILL HAVE ANY CORRECTION. 
And should you wish to point that it is written "it would be utterly 
scorned," WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO THE ABOVE, IT SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN WRITTEN 'IT WOULD NOT BE UTTERLY SCORNED', 
NAMELY, THAT THEY DO NOT WANT THE SCORN (SECOND, SIXTH, 
AND SEVENTH), WHICH IS THE SUBSTANCE OF SAMAEL, I 
SHOULD THEN RESPOND: ELSEWHERE IT IS WRITTEN: "For he has 
not despised (scorned) nor abhorred the affliction of the 
afflicted" (Tehilim 22:25).
 

 

893. HE ASKS: What about the first day OF THE FESTIVAL, 
THINKING THAT THE SECOND, SIXTH, AND SEVENTH (HEB. BOZ) 
DAYS ARE CONSIDERED THOSE OF THE WATER LIBATION, AND 
THE FIFTH, FOURTH AND THIRD (HEB. CHARASH) DAYS ARE FREE 
OF THE LIBATION OF WATER, BUT HE DOES NOT MENTION THE 
FIRST DAY OF THE FESTIVAL AT ALL. HE ANSWERS, THE FIRST 
DAY is not called either 'first' nor 'one', but IS CALLED simply "the 
fifteenth day" (Bemidbar 29:12). No special mention is made of it 
BECAUSE THERE IS NOTHING SPECIAL ABOUT IT TO MENTION, 
but the water libation is first mentioned on the second day, and this 
is how it should be. BECAUSE ON THIS DAY A PORTION IS GIVEN 
TO THE OTHER SIDE, IT IS FITTING THAT THIS SHOULD BE ON THE 
SECOND DAY, for about the second day IT WAS not SAID: 'THAT IT 
WAS good'. This is why he does not mention the first or one day at 
all, but just simply IS THE FIFTEENTH DAY, and the first mention of 
the days of the festival, and the renewal of the days, begins on the 
second day. And the water is distributed on the second, sixth and 
seventh days, and there is no libation of water on the fifth, fourth or 
third days, as we have learned - and it all falls into place.
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894. Happy is the portion of Yisrael, who know how to enter the 
kernel of the nut; NAMELY, HOLINESS IS LIKE THE KERNEL OF A 
NUT THAT IS SURROUNDED BY SHELLS, and in order to get into the 
kernel, they break off these shells THAT SURROUND IT, and enter. 
What is written subsequently? "On the eighth day you shall have a 
solemn assembly" (Bemidbar 29:35). For after they break through all 
these Klipot and break down a number of forces and kill a number of 
serpents and a number of scorpions, which were there in wait for 
them in those mountains of darkness, until they managed to find the 
place of settlement and a holy city WHICH IS THE HOLY MALCHUT, 
surrounded by walls on all sides, they then entered it ON THE 
EIGHTH DAY OF ASSEMBLY (HEB. SHMINI ATZERET) to give it 
satisfaction there, and rejoice in it. And we already explained the 
matter.
 

 

895. And this is "a solemn assembly," THE MEANING OF WHICH IS a 
gathering, NAMELY MALCHUT, for she is a place where everything 
gathers, FOR SHE IS A RECEPTACLE FOR ALL THE HIGHER 
LUMINARIES. "you shall have," namely you and nobody else shall 
have, FOR THE OTHER SIDE HAVE NO PART OF IT, but it is you who 
rejoice with your Master, and He with you. And on this it is written: 
"Be glad in Hashem and rejoice, O you righteous: and shout for joy, 
all you who are upright in heart" (Tehilim 32:11).
 

 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/43%20-%20Pinchas.htm (252 of 252)2004/07/07 23:16:22


	Local Disk
	1


