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1. "Which is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber" 
Rabbi Yehuda begins by saying that the children of Yisrael are blessed because God granted them the Torah of Truth, a Tree of Life, for all her 
words are life. He describes how the light of the sun, Zeir Anpin, illuminates and spreads from the top through the trunk, strengthening the right and 
then the left.

1. "And Hashem spoke to Moses, saying, 'Speak to Aaron, and say to 
him: When you kindle the lamps...'" (Bemidbar 8:1-2). Rabbi Yehuda 
opened the discussion saying, "which is like a bridegroom coming 
out of his chamber..." (Tehilim 19:6). Praised is the lot of Yisrael that 
the Holy One, blessed be He, favored them and granted them the 
Torah of Truth, a Tree of Life by which a person inherits life for this 
world and life for the World to Come. Whoever tries to learn Torah 
and holds to her has life. Whoever leaves the words of the Torah and 
separates from the Torah is as if he took leave of life, since she is 
life and all her words are life, as it is written: "for they are 
life..." (Mishlei 4:22), and: "I shall be health to your navel..." (Ibid. 3:8).
 

 

2. Come and behold: the Tree of Life, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, is 
attached from above downwards. The light of this sun, WHICH IS 
ZEIR ANPIN, that shines upon all, begins from the top, THAT IS, 
CHOCHMAH, BINAH AND DA'AT, and spreads to the trunk of the 
tree, WHICH IS TIFERET, in a straight path. Two sides are attached to 
it, one to the north and one to the south, one right, WHICH IS 
CHESED, and one left, WHICH IS GVURAH. When the sun illuminates 
from the trunk of the tree, as we have learned, it FIRST strengthens 
the right arm, WHICH IS CHESED, and shines with force. From that 
force OF THE RIGHT, the left illuminates, WHICH IS GVURAH, and is 
included in its light.
 

 

3. "which is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber." HE 
ASKS: What is his chamber? HE RESPONDS: That is "the crown 
with which his mother crowned him on the day of his wedding" (Shir 
Hashirim 3:11). THESE ARE THE MOCHIN - CHOCHMAH, BINAH AND 
DA'AT - THAT HE RECEIVED FROM HIS MOTHER, WHO IS BINAH. "...
coming out of his chamber..." that is the top of all the light, 
MEANING CHOCHMAH, BINAH AND DA'AT, as you say in the 
following scripture: "His going forth is from the end of the 
heaven" (Tehilim 19:7). This is the beginning of everything that is 
referred to as 'the end of the heaven', MEANING BINAH, FROM 
WHICH EMERGES AND BEGINS ZEIR ANPIN, REFERRED TO AS 
'HEAVENS'. Then he emerges. Like a real bridegroom when he goes 
out to meet his soul beloved bride, he stretches out his arms, WHICH 
ARE CHESED AND GVURAH, and receives her.
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4. Similar is the verse, "which is like a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber." The sun, ZEIR ANPIN, continues to spread to the west, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT. As soon as the west gets nearer, the north side 
is the first to be aroused toward it, THAT IS GVURAH, and 
approaches to the west. It joins it at that place. As we have learned, 
THE BEGINNING OF ZEIR ANPIN COUPLING IS ON THE LEFT, 
WHICH IS GVURAH. THAT IS THE SECRET OF RECONCILIATION 
AND GETTING PERMISSION, as is written: "His left hand is under my 
head" (Shir Hashirim 2:6). Following that is the south side, which is 
right, MEANING CHESED, as is written: "And His right hand 
embraces me" (Ibid.). Then it "rejoices like a strong man to run a 
race" (Tehilim 19:6), to illuminate the moon FROM THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN, THAT IS YESOD. And this has been explained. Come and 
behold: "when you kindle the lamps"; these are the loftiest candles, 
WHICH ARE THE SFIROT OF MALCHUT, which all shine brightly in 
unison from the sun, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN.
 

 

 
 
2. "Happy is the people that know the joyful note" 
Rabbi Aba tells how God drew the children of Yisrael near to Him when they left Egypt and how He raised them to unite through His name; only then 
were they called 'free men'. He killed all the firstborn of those who kept Yisrael in chains, and thus freed them completely, not through an 
intermediary, but directly. Rabbi Aba gives the reason for marking the blood over the lintel and on both side posts during the killing of the firstborn. 
He says that on certain occasions offerings are not sufficient; prayers and petitions are also required, and it is necessary to demonstrate deeds with 
the Shofar as the blowing of the Shofar arouses mercy.

5. Rabbi Aba opened the discussion saying, "happy is the people 
that know the joyful note: they shall walk, O Hashem, in the light of 
Your countenance" (Tehilim 89:16). This verse has been explained. 
However, come and behold: praised are Yisrael, to whom the Holy 
One, blessed be He, gave the holy Torah and taught His ways, to 
adhere to Him and keep the commandments of the Torah in order to 
achieve merit through them in the World to Come. And He drew them 
near when they came out from Egypt, since He withdrew them from 
another dominion and raised them to unite with His name. Only then 
Yisrael were called 'free men' in every respect, in that they no longer 
sojourned under someone else's authority. He raised them to unite 
with His Name, which is loftier above all and has dominion over the 
highest and the lowest.
 

 

6. In His love for them, He called them: "Yisrael is My son, My 
firstborn" (Shemot 4:22), similar to the above, LIKE ZEIR ANPIN 
THAT IS CALLED 'FIRSTBORN'. He killed all the firstborn above and 
below, FROM THE OTHER SIDE, and He loosened and untied the 
knots and shackles, WHICH THE EGYPTIANS TIED SO THAT 
YISRAEL WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO LEAVE EGYPT, in order to take 
them out. He made them free of everything. Thus, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, did not wish TO TAKE THEM OUT THROUGH an 
angel through a seraph, but only through He Himself. Moreover, only 
He could distinguish BETWEEN A FIRSTBORN AND A NON-
FIRSTBORN, and know everything and release the bond. It is not 
within the authority of any other emissary, but rather in His hand.
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7. Come and behold: on the night that the Holy One, blessed be He, 
wanted to slaughter all these firstborn, as we have learned, the 
singers came to sing for Him when night fell. THE HOLY ONE, 
BLESSED BE HE, told them that the time was not opportune TO 
SING ANY SONG, since the inhabitants of the earth were singing 
another song. At midnight, the north wind was stirring and the Holy 
One, blessed be He, was wreaking vengeance FOR YISRAEL. Yisrael 
were singing their song with loud voices and, at that moment, He 
made them free from everyone. The supernal angels and all the 
HIGHEST camps together were listening to the voices of Yisrael after 
they were circumcised, and marked their houses with that blood and 
the blood of the Paschal lamb with three marks, "upon the lintel, and 
on the two side posts" (Shemot 12:23).
 

 

8. What is the reason THAT THEY MARKED THE BLOOD OVER THE 
DOOR LINTEL AND THE TWO SIDE POSTS? It has already been 
explained. It is because it is a holy mark, and the Angel of 
Destruction had mercy upon Yisrael when he saw this blood that 
was marked on the opening. This is what is written: "Hashem will 
pass over the door..." (Ibid.). We must look closely here. If the Holy 
One, blessed be He, and no other messenger came and slew in the 
land of Egypt, what is the purpose of this mark over the door 
opening, since all is revealed to Him? In addition, what is the 
meaning of: "and will not allow the Destroyer" (Ibid.), WHICH MEANS 
IT WAS A MESSENGER? It should have said, 'and will not destroy'.
 

 

9. It most certainly is so, as it is written: "And Hashem smote all the 
firstborn" (Ibid. 29). "And Hashem" INDICATES Him, ZEIR ANPIN, 
and His courthouse, MALCHUT. That courthouse is present here. 
THEREFORE, IT SAYS, "THE DESTROYER." It is always imperative 
to show a deed BELOW in order TO AWAKEN A CORRESPONDING 
ONE ABOVE to be saved. BECAUSE OF THAT, IT WAS NECESSARY 
TO PLACE THE BLOOD OVER THE DOOR LINTEL AND THE TWO 
SIDE POSTS, TO AROUSE MERCY FOR THEM ABOVE. Similar to 
that are THE OFFERINGS on the altar; this is in order that there the 
Destroyer shall not come there.
 

 

10. This is by means of a deed, MEANING OFFERINGS. When it is 
not needed, for example, on Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year), 
which is the Day of Judgment, which those of wicked tongues stand 
ready to DENOUNCE YISRAEL, IT IS NOT SUFFICIENT TO GIVE 
MERE OFFERINGS. Speech is required; that is, prayers and 
petitions. It is necessary to demonstrate deeds, as we have 
explained. And we learned with what these must be demonstrated. It 
is with the Shofar, in order to invoke another Shofar, WHICH IS 
BINAH. We produce through the sound OF THIS SHOFAR Mercy and 
Judgment together, all as is required. This is just like that highest 
Shofar, WHICH IS BINAH, that emitted a sound, WHICH IS ZEIR 
ANPIN, which is the inclusion OF CHESED, JUDGMENT AND MERCY 
together - SINCE TIFERET, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, IS INCLUSIVE OF 
CHESED, JUDGMENT AND MERCY. To awaken Mercy, we awaken 
WITH THE BLOWING OF THE SHOFAR and break down the 
Prosecutors so that they shall have no dominion on that day. When 
Mercy is awakened, all the upper luminaries, THE SFIROT, illuminate 
from this side and from that side, MEANING FROM THE RIGHT AND 
LEFT. Then, "in the light of the King's countenance is life" (Mishlei 
16:15).
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11. Come and behold: the priest intended to light the lamps below 
and brought the offering of spiced incense. During that moment, the 
upper candles are shining, THAT IS, THE SFIROT, and everything 
connects together. Happiness and gladness prevail in all the worlds, 
and it is written: "ointment and perfume rejoice the heart" (Mishlei 
27:9). Therefore, IT IS WRITTEN: "when you kindle the 
lamps" (Bemidbar 8:2).
 

 

 
 
3. "And the ark rested in the seventh month" 
Rabbi Elazar tells Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Yitzchak that every word of the Torah has secrets; even though it may be telling a simple story, the Torah 
demonstrates the highest matters and the utmost secrets. He uses the story of the landing of the Ark on Mount Ararat as an example, saying that it 
is to teach us about a universal truth, (the time of judgment). Rabbi Elazar says that God would not have limited Himself to just writing down what 
various people like Esau and Hagar and Laban and Bilaam said; if He had it would not be called the Torah of Truth, as it is. Every individual word 
comes to designate the highest things. We learn that "and the Ark rested" refers to the time when judgment hangs upon the world and judgments 
prevail, the time when God sits on the Throne of Justice to put the world on trial. That throne is only ready during the seventh month, during which 
is the Day of Judgment. Rabbi Elazar says that Ararat is derived from the Hebrew word for 'cursed', alluding to the Adversaries of Judgment. On that 
day the children of Yisrael send up their prayers and blow the shopper so that God reverses justice to mercy; it is therefore required that whoever 
blows the Shofar should be familiar with the deeper secrets of the matters.

12. Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Yosi and Rabbi Yitzchak were going 
along their way. They reached those mountains of darkness while 
traveling. Rabbi Elazar raised his eyes and saw those lofty 
mountains, and they were dark and awesome and frightful. Rabbi 
Elazar said to his friends: If my father was here, I would not be 
frightened. Yet since we are three and are speaking of Torah among 
us, no Judgment will prevail here.
 

 

13. Rabbi Elazar opened the discussion with the verse: "and the ark 
rested in the seventh month...upon the mountains of 
Ararat ..." (Beresheet 8:4). How beloved are the words of Torah that 
each and every word has lofty secrets and the entire Torah is 
considered supernal. We learned IN THE BARAITA of the thirteen 
qualities of the Torah. Whatever is part of the whole, yet it is an 
exception, it is so in order to teach a general rule, not teach merely 
about itself. Since the Torah is the highest generality, even though a 
simple story is an exception to the rule, its function most certainly is 
not merely to tell us just that story but rather to demonstrate the 
highest matters and the utmost secrets. It is not considered as an 
exception so as to teach about itself, but rather to demonstrate a 
general rule, since that story of the Torah or that occurrence, 
although it stands to itself outside the Torah, did not come to show 
this alone but rather came to demonstrate the general law of the 
entire Torah.
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14. For example, it is written: "and the ark rested in the seventh 
month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of 
Ararat." Most likely, this scriptural verse is an exception to the 
generality of the Torah and came to relate a simple story. HE ASKS: 
What do we care if it landed on this mountain or on that mountain? It 
had to rest somewhere. HE RESPONDS: It is only to instruct us on 
the general as a whole that it was specified, SINCE IT ALLUDES TO 
A TIME OF JUDGMENT, AS WE MENTIONED BEFORE. Praised are 
Yisrael that the loftiest Torah was granted to them, a Torah of truth. 
Whoever says that this Torah story is mentioned simply to relate 
only that story alone, may he breathe his last, because then it is not 
supernal Torah, the Torah of truth. But most certainly, the holy 
Torah, the loftiest, is a Torah of truth.
 

 

15. Come and behold: there is a king of flesh and blood. It is no 
honor for him to have simple talk and, most certainly, to write these 
simple things down. Could you imagine if the exalted King, the Holy 
One, blessed be He, had no holy things to write about with which to 
produce the Torah, but He merely gathered all the simplest matters, 
such as: the utterings of Esau; the utterings of Hagar; the utterings 
of Laban to Jacob; the utterings of the mule; the utterings of Bilaam; 
the utterings of Balak and the utterings of Zimri. And then He 
gathered them and all the stories that were written and made a Torah 
out of them.
 

 

16. If so, why is it referred to as "the Torah of Truth" (Malachi 2:6)? 
"The Torah of Hashem is perfect...the testimony of Hashem is sure... 
The statutes of Hashem are right...the commandment of Hashem is 
pure... The fear of Hashem is clean...the Judgments of Hashem are 
True... More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine 
gold" (Tehilim 19:8-11); these words refer to Torah matters. Most 
certainly, the holy loftiest Torah is a Torah of Truth, since "the Torah 
of Hashem is perfect." Every individual word comes to designate the 
highest things, since that specific matter which is in a story is not 
here to teach about itself alone, but rather to imply the overall 
aspect, as we have explained.
 

 

17. Come and behold: "and the ark rested." This verse is true, AS 
WILL BE EXPLAINED, as are others, most certainly. At the moment 
that Judgment hangs upon the world and Judgments prevail, the 
Holy One, blessed be He, sits on the Throne of Judgment to put the 
world on trial. Through that Throne, how many notes are recorded 
on it, how many verdicts are stored in it, in the bag of the King? All 
the open books were stored there and, therefore, nothing was 
forgotten by the King. That Throne is not ready and is not available 
save during the seventh month. Then is the Day of Judgment, a day 
in which all the people in the world are counted and everyone 
passes before that Throne. Hence, "the ark rested." MALCHUT, THAT 
IS REFERRED TO AS 'ARK', "rested in the seventh month"; most 
certainly the seventh month, which is when the Judgment of the 
world comes.
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18. "...upon the mountains of Ararat..." ARARAT IS DERIVED FROM 
ARUR (ENG. 'CURSED'), INDICATING those Prosecutors, who whine 
and wail, and all those emissaries THAT ARE PRESENT on that day 
before the Holy One, blessed be He. How many shielding ones are 
wakened on that day. And they all stand under that Throne when the 
world is on trial.
 

 

19. And Yisrael put forth their prayers on that day and beg and 
beseech before Him, and blow the Shofar. The Holy One, blessed be 
He, has mercy for them and reverses Judjment to Mercy. All the 
upper and lower beings say, "happy is the people that know the 
joyful note" (Tehilim 89:16). It is therefore required on that day that 
whoever blows should be familiar with the main SECRETS OF THE 
matters; he should concentrate on the blowing and expedite the 
matters with the HIGHEST wisdom. Therefore, it is written: "Happy is 
the people that know the joyful note," and not: 'that blow the joyful 
note'. We have already explained this.
 

 

 
 
4. "When you light the lamps" 
Rabbi Yosi enters a cave where he hears a voice saying what will happen when the seven lamps are lit. When he brings Rabbi Elazar into the cave 
they encounter two people studying the Torah. The rabbis discuss the kindling of the lamps and the offering of incense. The lighting of the candles 
is the secret of drawing out the abundance of Chassadim from Chochmah.

20. They went along all that day and, when nightfall came, they went 
up to a place and found a cave. Rabbi Elazar said: Let one enter into 
the cave, for perhaps he will find there a place that is better suited. 
Rabbi Yosi entered and saw another cave within it and the light of a 
candle shining in it. He heard a voice that said: "When you light the 
lamps, the seven lamps shall give light towards the body of the 
candlestick" (Bemidbar 8:2). Here, the Congregation of Yisrael, THAT 
IS MALCHUT, received light, as supernal Ima, THAT IS BINAH, is 
adorned, and all the candles, THAT ARE THE SFIROT OF MALCHUT, 
illuminate within and from her. THEY SAID ABOUT THEMSELVES: 
Two refined souls soar from her; THAT IS, THEY UPLIFT MAYIN 
NUKVIN (ENG. 'FEMALE WATERS') WITH THEIR TORAH STUDY. All 
the best men - MEANING ALL WHO UPLIFT FEMALE WATERS 
THROUGH THEIR TORAH THAT ARE REFERRED TO AS 
'GROOMSMEN' - connect MALCHUT to the upper one, WHICH IS 
BINAH. From there, THEY DRAW HER LIGHT downwards.
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21. Rabbi Yosi heard this and was glad. He came to Rabbi Elazar. 
Rabbi Elazar said to him: Let us enter, since the Holy One, blessed 
be He, hastened before us on this day to produce miracles for us. 
They entered. As soon as they entered, they noticed two people who 
were involved in Torah study. Rabbi Elazar said: "how excellent is 
Your love, Elohim! Therefore the children of men shelter under the 
shadow of Your wings" (Tehilim 36:8). They stood up. Then they all 
sat down and were merry. Rabbi Elazar said: "how excellent is Your 
love, Elohim!" How excellent that I have found You. The Holy One, 
blessed be He, has done us grace in this place. Now light the 
candles - MEANING THAT THEY SHOULD CONVERSE IN MATTERS 
OF TORAH TO RAISE FEMALE WATERS TO KINDLE THE SFIROT OF 
MALCHUT FROM IMA, AS WAS SAID ABOVE.
 

 

22. Rabbi Yosi opened the discussion saying, "when you kindle the 
lamps," MEANING when you actually light, that is, while kindling, 
because two services were done by the priest which are the same 
connection, and they are oil and incense, THAT IS THE SECRET OF 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, as is written: "ointment and perfume (lit. 
'incense') rejoice the heart" (Mishlei 27:9), and: "And Aaron shall 
burn upon it sweet incense... And when Aaron lights the lamps at 
evenings, he shall burn incense upon it" (Shemot 7-8). HE ASKS: 
What is the difference, that here it says, "when he dresses," and 
there it says, "lights"? Rabbi Yehuda says: DRESSING AND 
LIGHTING amount to the same thing, SINCE DRESSING IS LIKE 
LIGHTING.
 

 

23. Rabbi Yosi said: "when he readies (lit. 'betters')," is as it is 
written, "for your love is better than wine" (Shir Hashirim 1:2), since 
those that are saturated with wine are better, or good, as it is written, 
"for then we had plenty of bread, and were well (also: 'better') 
off" (Yirmeyah 44:17). THIS MEANS TO SAY THAT WHOEVER IS 
SATISFIED WITH WINE OR BREAD, THE SECRET OF THE LIGHTS IN 
THE FIRST THREE SFIROT, THAT ARE CONSIDERED 'GOOD'. 
CONSEQUENTLY, "WHEN HE READIES THE LAMPS", MEANS THAT 
HE WILL DRAW ABUNDANTLY THE LIGHTS THAT ARE REFERRED 
TO AS 'WINE' AND 'BREAD', WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH AND CHASSADIM. Rabbi Yehuda 
says: it is a real improvement. HE DISPUTES WHAT RABBI YOSI 
SAID, THAT THE BETTERING IS A RESULT OF THE ABUNDANT 
LIGHTS. RATHER, THE LIGHTS OF THE FEAST, WHICH ARE THE 
SECRET OF ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH, ARE THEMSELVES 
CONSIDERED BETTERING, as it is written: "but he that is of a merry 
(lit. 'good') heart has a continual feast" (Mishlei 15:15). "When...
lights", MEANS during the time THAT THE SFIROT ARE filled and 
saturated from the water of the stream, SINCE THE STREAM IS 
BINAH AND ITS WATER IS FROM CHOCHMAH. The upper grades are 
then uplifted and blessings prevail in all, and all are glad. 
CONSEQUENTLY, MAKING GOOD THE LAMPS IS THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH THAT FLOWS FROM BINAH, WHICH 
IS THE SECRET OF WINE, AND THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES IS 
THE SECRET OF DRAWING OUT THE ABUNDANCE OF CHASSADIM 
THAT NEVER CEASES FROM THAT CHOCHMAH. Therefore, it is 
written: "when he kindles."
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24. Rabbi Acha said: During the time when the most profound of all - 
THAT IS, SUPERNAL ABA - shines, it shines upon the stream, THE 
SUPERNAL IMA ABOVE. The stream flows in a straight way, 
MEANING THROUGH THE CENTRAL COLUMN, THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN, 
to irrigate all, MEANING ALL THE GRADES OF MALCHUT. Then it is 
written: "when lights (lit. 'raises')," since everything exudes from the 
deepest. "When...raises," MEANS that it comes from the deepest 
side that is referred to as 'thought', WHICH IS ABA. And all means 
the same, MEANING THAT IT IS THE SAME AS WHAT RABBI YOSI 
AND RABBI YEHUDA SAID. Then the Congregation of Yisrael is 
blessed, and blessings prevail throughout the worlds.
 

 

 
 
5. Issachar and Zebulun 
Rabbi Yitzchak uses the story of Issachar and Zebulun to illustrate the partnership between those to study the Torah and those who help to support 
and protect them and learn from them. He and Rabbi Aba talk about the color blue that is judgment.

25. Rabbi Yitzchak opened the discussion with the verse: "I have 
surely built You a house to dwell in (Heb. zvul), a settled place for 
You to abide in for ever" (I Melachim 8:13). "...a house to dwell in..." 
most definitely. When all the stored treasures of the King, THAT IS 
ZEIR ANPIN, were assigned in the hands OF MALCHUT, and she has 
authority over them, she is called "a house to dwell in." There is one 
firmament that is called 'Zvul (Eng. 'temple')', since its function is to 
receive blessings and put everything in order. That one - MALCHUT, 
WHEN SHE RULES OVER EVERYTHING - is ALSO called "a house to 
dwell in."
  

26. Come and behold: it is written, "and of Zebulun he said, 'Rejoice, 
Zebulun, in your going out; and Issachar, in your tents'" (Devarim 
33:18), to teach us that they participated in a mutual partnership. The 
one went out and made war and the other sits and is involved in 
learning Torah. This one gives a part FROM HIS BOUNTY to that one, 
and that one gives a part OF HIS TORAH STUDY to this one, SINCE 
ISSACHAR IS THE SECRET OF TIFERET AND ZEBULUN IS THE 
SECRET OF MALCHUT. In Zebulun's lot was the sea. The 
Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is called the 'Sea of 
Galilee (Heb. Kineret)'. It was worthy TO BE CALLED thus because 
blue comes from there, SINCE BLUE IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT, 
AND THE SEA OF GALILEE IS MALCHUT. They have explained that 
the lower is similar to the higher. There is a Sea of Galilee above, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, and a Sea of Galilee below; blue above, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT, and blue below. Everything pertains to one area, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT.
 

 

27. Because of this, Zebulun's portion was to go out and wage war, 
SINCE HE WAS AN ASPECT OF MALCHUT. How do we know that it 
is so? Because it is written: "they shall call the peoples to the 
mountain; there they shall offer sacrifices of righteousness" (Ibid. 
19). "...sacrifices of righteousness..." most certainly, MEANING OF 
MALCHUT THAT IS CALLED 'RIGHTEOUSNESS'. What is the 
reason? "...for they shall suck the abundance of the seas..." (Ibid.) 
MEANING THE ABUNDANCE THAT COMES THROUGH BATTLES. 
Issachar's lot is in the Torah, and he surely gives to Zebulun his 
share in the Torah. Therefore, they were together in a partnership, so 
that Zebulun should receive blessings from Issachar, since the 
blessing of the Torah is everyone's blessing.
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28. Rabbi Aba said: The heritage of the Torah is indeed in this way, 
and this level is the sixth, WHICH IS YESOD, which gives the reward 
of the Torah and bequeaths it to the Congregation of Yisrael. It 
bequeaths the white, WHICH IS CHESED, to the blue, WHICH IS 
JUDGMENT. Thus, we have learned that when one distinguishes 
between blue and white FOR THE READING OF THE SH'MA, 
meaning that the hues shall be distinguishable, then it is considered 
morning. Then the white comes to the world, and the blue, WHICH IS 
JUDGMENT, disappears FROM THE WORLD. Therefore, all the wars 
of the King and all the battle gear of the King were assigned to the 
hands OF MALCHUT WHEN SHE WAS CONSIDERED, "A HOUSE TO 
DWELL IN (HEB. ZVUL)," AND ALSO ZEBULUN, AS MENTIONED 
ABOVE. We have already explained it.
 

 

 
 
6. "The well that the princes dug out" 
Rabbi Aba says that the title verse refers to the Congregation of Yisrael, to Aba and Ima and to the Patriarchs. Malchut is called both a 'well' when 
Isaac goes out with weapons from the side of Ima, and a 'sea' when it illuminates from the uppermost river of Aba. From the day that the 
Congregation of Yisrael entered exile the waters failed, but the righteous, Yesod, fills Malchut with the supernal flow so that the universe inherits all 
the blessings.

29. "The well that the princes dug out, that the nobles of the people 
delved..." (Bemidbar 21:18). The well is the Congregation of Yisrael, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT; "that the princes dug out," is Aba and Ima, that 
gave birth TO MALCHUT; "that the nobles of the people delved," are 
the Patriarchs, WHICH ARE CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET OF 
ZEIR ANPIN. It is written: "the nobles of the peoples are gathered 
together, the people of the Elohim of Abraham" (Tehilim 47:10). THE 
ELOHIM OF ABRAHAM IS CHESED OF ZEIR ANPIN, FROM WHICH 
GVURAH AND TIFERET ARE DRAWN. "...THAT THE NOBLES OF 
THE PEOPLE DELVED..." MEANS THAT THEY CONSTRUCTED it in 
order that it would be blessed from them through one level that is 
the Righteous, WHICH IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, that stands over it 
AND POURS UPON IT ALL THAT THERE IS IN CHESED, GVURAH 
AND TIFERET. Therefore, we have this saying: 'When this well 
travels, it is with the help of the patriarchs that it travels.'
 

 

30. AT TIMES MALCHUT is called a 'well' AND AT TIMES it is called a 
'sea'. It is called a 'well' when Isaac, WHO IS GVURAH OF ZEIR 
ANPIN, goes out with weapons FROM THE LEFT COLUMN from the 
side of Ima, and comes to draw THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH 
FROM IMA TO MALCHUT and fill her up, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE SECRET OF THE VERSE: "HIS LEFT HAND IS UNDER MY 
HEAD" (SHIR HASHIRIM 2:6). Then She is called 'the well of Isaac' 
OR 'the well of Miriam', as has already been explained. IT IS CALLED 
'sea' when it illuminates from the uppermost river of Aba, SINCE 
SHE THEN RECEIVES CHOCHMAH AND CHASSADIM, since streams 
run to her, as it is written: "all the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea 
is not full" (Kohelet 1:7).
 

 

31. From the day that the Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, went into exile, it is written: "the waters fail from the 
sea" (Iyov 14:11). That refers to the Congregation of Yisrael THAT IS 
CALLED 'SEA', while, "the river is parched, and dries up" (Ibid.), is 
the Righteous, WHO IS YESOD. Hence, it is written: "The righteous 
perishes" (Yeshayah 57:1), since he was the uppermost and 
precious river that entered her. He gathered all these rivers and 
streams that are drawn from the flow of that holy river whose waters 
never cease, THAT IS BINAH, AND that comes out and emerges from 
the uppermost Eden. It enters within her and fills up her ponds, 
MEANING THE SFIROT OF MALCHUT, and from there, the universe 
inherits all the blessings in all PERFECTION.
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32. Come and behold: when the Congregation of Yisrael is blessed, 
all the worlds are blessed, and Yisrael below suckle and are blessed 
on her account. We explained that MALCHUT protects Yisrael, as we 
have learned.
 

 

 
 
7. The Name of Ayin-Bet (72) letters 
Rabbi Aba uses three verses beginning with "and the angel of Elohim, who went before the camp of Yisrael, removed..." to show how the 72 letters 
in each verse allude to the Name of Ayin-Bet, 72. When the letters are in direct order they point to mercy and when they are in reverse order they 
point to judgment. The Holy Name of 72 is passed on in these verses in which the Patriarchs are included, and we read about the joining of the left, 
right and Central Columns in the secret of Faith. The task of the construction of the Holy Name is made known through the uniting of the Patriarchs. 
The ways to judgment, to mercy, to help, to kindness, to awe, to Torah, to life, to death, to good and to bad are found with this Name of 72.

33. It is written: "and the angel of Elohim, who went before the camp 
of Yisrael, removed..." (Shemot 14:19). The angel of Elohim is the 
Congregation of Yisrael, who, as we have explained moved with the 
help of the Patriarchs at that time AS IT SAYS, "AND THE ANGEL...
REMOVED," MEANING TO SAY THAT SHE THEN RECEIVED FROM 
THE THREE COLUMNS - CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET - THAT 
ARE REFERRED TO AS THE 'PATRIARCHS'. When they are by her, 
everything is, BOTH CHOCHMAH AND CHASSADIM. Due to this, the 
Holy Name OF 72 is passed on in these verses in which the 
Patriarchs are incorporated, as we have explained. One verse in 
forward direction POINTING TO THE RIGHT COLUMN, one verse 
backward POINTING TO THE LEFT COLUMN, and one verse forward, 
POINTING TO THE CENTRAL COLUMN.
 

 

34. "And the angel of Elohim, who went before the camp of Yisrael, 
removed..." This verse is in the regular direction, because Abraham 
is present here, WHO IS CHESED, THE RIGHT COLUMN, and all 
those who come from his side. Therefore, THE LETTERS are in this 
order.
  

35. Abraham, WHO IS CHESED, was adorned with his crowns here, 
and he crowned the Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS MALCHUT, in 
the right way to go by day, MEANING CHESED, as written: "yet 
Hashem will command His steadfast love (Chesed) in the daytime, 
and in the night His song shall be with me" (Tehilim 42:9). Therefore, 
it is written, "removed." When did they move? By day when the sun 
shines, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, FOR THEN CHESED RULES. This 
verse (Shemot 14:19) contains 72 letters.
 

 

36. The second verse is of Isaac, WHO IS GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN. 
We find that there are also 72 letters, in which there is Judgment for 
the Egyptians and Mercy for Yisrael. Therefore, it is written HERE: 
"and it came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of 
Yisrael" (Shemot 14:20), that is, toward the ones and toward the 
others. ISAAC IS THE SECRET OF THE ILLUMINATION OF 
CHOCHMAH, AND THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH FLOWS 
FORTH ONLY WITH HARSH JUDGMENTS FOR THE WICKED AND 
GOOD RECOMPENSE FOR THE RIGHTEOUS. THIS IS THE SECRET 
OF, "AND IT CAME BETWEEN THE CAMP OF EGYPT AND THE 
CAMP OF YISRAEL." "And it was a cloud and darkness" (Ibid.), since 
that is the day of Isaac, A DAY THAT IS cloudy, for the cloud and the 
darkness originate in it. Therefore, the order of the letters is 
backward and not straightforward, like this one.
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37. Therefore, the letters are all backward, as is written: "and it was a 
cloud and darkness," WHICH IS JUDGMENT, AND BACKWARD 
DIRECTION ALLUDES TO JUDGMENT. As soon as Isaac got 
involved in its Judgments, "the one came not near the other" (Ibid.). 
It is written: "the one came not near the other," because those that 
come from the side of Abraham, MEANING FROM THE LIGHT OF 
CHESED, do not come near the other - MEANING THAT THE RIGHT 
COLUMN, WHICH IS CHESED, DID NOT GET NEAR TO BESTOW 
ABUNDANCE ON THE LEFT COLUMN, WHICH IS GVURAH. 
CONSEQUENTLY, THE LEFT WAS WITH CHOCHMAH WITHOUT 
CHASSADIM, WHICH IS A HARSH JUDGMENT AND DARK. AND ZEIR 
ANPIN, THAT IS CHESED, DID NOT APPROACH THE NUKVA TO 
PRESENT HER WITH CHASSADIM. THE NUKVA WAS RECEIVING 
FROM THE LEFT COLUMN CHOCHMAH WITHOUT CHASSADIM, 
WHICH IS DARKNESS. They were unable TO GET NEAR ONE 
ANOTHER, since this well, WHICH IS MALCHUT, was attached to 
Isaac, WHO IS THE LEFT COLUMN. It is written: "but it gave light by 
night" (Ibid.), MEANING THAT THE LEFT COLUMN ILLUMINATED 
THE NIGHT, WHICH IS MALCHUT. When it was filled up to join with 
Isaac, "the one came not near the other," and was unable to get near, 
SINCE THERE WAS NO UNION BETWEEN ZEIR ANPIN AND 
MALCHUT FROM THE SIDE OF CHESED. They were separated until 
Jacob, WHO IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, came and joined to 
Abraham, WHO IS CHESED, and took Isaac and placed him in the 
middle - BETWEEN MERCY, WHICH IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN AND 
CHESED, WHICH IS THE RIGHT COLUMN. Then the Faith was 
connected, one with the other, MEANING THAT THE TWO 
COLUMNS, RIGHT AND LEFT, WERE TIED TOGETHER AND ALSO 
ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT WERE COUPLED TOGETHER FROM 
THE SIDE OF CHESED. And Yisrael were saved.
 

 

38. We have learned that in the place where the Patriarchs are, other 
righteous people are with them, MEANING THAT IN A PLACE 
WHERE THERE ARE CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET - WHICH ARE 
THE PATRIARCHS - THERE ARE ALSO NETZACH, HOD, YESOD 
AND MALCHUT - WHO ARE CALLED 'MOSES', 'AARON' AND 
'JOSEPH'. Therefore, this name OF AYIN-BET (72) is understood and 
explained in other ways, MEANING THAT THE NAME OF 72 IS 
EXPLAINED IN THIS MANNER. THE TWELVE BOUNDARIES - WHICH 
ARE THE SECRET CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT, IN EACH OF THE THREE COLUMNS, EQUALING TWELVE 
- ILLUMINATE IN ALL ENDS OF THE SIX ENDS OF ZEIR ANPIN, AND 
SIX TIMES TWELVE EQUALS 72. AND SIMILARLY, THERE ARE 
OTHER MANNERS IN THIS LINE, although all EXPLANATIONS result 
in one direction.
 

 

39. When this well, WHICH IS MALCHUT from the side of Isaac, WHO 
IS THE LEFT COLUMN, lights up and is tied to him, the Great Sea is 
formed, strong AND RAGING. Strong waves go up and go down 
powerfully, with anger and rage, as they travel up, ascend, and come 
down. THIS IS THE SECRET OF WHAT IS WRITTEN: "THEY MOUNT 
UP TO THE SKY, THEY GO DOWN AGAIN TO THE 
DEPTHS" (TEHILIM 107:26). Abraham comes towards it, WHO IS THE 
RIGHT COLUMN, MEANING THAT THE RIGHT COLUMN IS 
OPPOSITE IT. THEREFORE, THIS QUARREL AND NOISE IS 
PRODUCED. FOR WHEN THE LEFT GAINS STRENGTH, THEN THE 
WAVES OF THE OCEAN RISE WITH THEIR PEAK TO THE SKY, AND 
WHEN THE RIGHT GAINS STRENGTH, WHICH IS ABRAHAM, THEN 
THE WAVES DESCEND TO THE DEPTHS. Because of this anger and 
rage and wrath, they did not get near to one another, THE TWO 
COLUMNS, BUT KEPT BATTLING until Jacob came, WHO IS THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN, and silenced and subdued the anger, MEANING 
THAT HE REDUCED THE FIRST THREE SFIROT OF THE LEFT. He 
broke the waves of the sea. This is what is written: "and Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea; and Hashem caused the sea to 
go back by a strong east wind..." (Shemot 14:21). What is "a strong 
east wind (also: 'spirit')"? That is Jacob's spirit, WHO IS THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN, WHICH IS strong and powerful against THE 
LEFT COLUMN, breaking the anger of this sea. THEN, "He made the 
sea dry land, and the waters were divided" (Ibid.), by emptying the  
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sea of the waters of anger. The waters split to the side of Abraham, 
WHO IS RIGHT, WHICH IS CHESED, and to the side of Jacob, WHO 
IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, WHICH IS MERCY. This is what is 
written: "and the waters were divided," to this side and to that side. 
Therefore, all the letters IN THIS VERSE OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN 
are in the right direction.
 

40. These letters are in forward direction on the side of Jacob, WHO 
IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, and so are all those who come from his 
side. When Jacob arrived, he connected to Abraham, WHO IS THE 
RIGHT COLUMN, and took Isaac, WHO IS THE LEFT COLUMN, and 
placed him in the middle, BETWEEN HIM AND THE RIGHT COLUMN. 
Then the Faith was tied between the one and the other, MEANING 
THAT THE TWO COLUMNS CONNECTED - THE RIGHT COLUMN 
AND THE LEFT COLUMN, ONE TO THE OTHER - AND ALL THREE 
TO MALCHUT, THAT IS CALLED 'FAITH'. Therefore, the task of the 
construction of the Holy Name is made known through the uniting of 
the Patriarchs, MEANING THE RIGHT WITH THE LEFT, AND THE 
LEFT WITH THE RIGHT, AND BOTH WITH THE CENTRAL, which is 
one knot. ALL THREE COLUMNS BECOME ONE, the knot of Faith, 
AND ALL THREE COLUMNS ARE CONNECTED IN MALCHUT, THAT 
IS CALLED 'FAITH', to become a whole Chariot - WHICH ARE THREE 
COLUMNS AND MALCHUT, THE FOUR LEGS OF THE THRONE, 
WHICH ARE THE THRONE AND THE CHARIOT TO BINAH. 
Everything is accomplished with the uniting of the Patriarchs 
together, AS MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY.
 

 

41. The friends know how to proceed in the right way, MEANING IN 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN, to establish the deeds properly. And with 
this name OF AYIN-BET (72), that is the knot of the Patriarchs, are 
found ways to Judgment, to Mercy, to help, to kindness, to awe, to 
Torah, to life, to death, to good and bad. Praised are those virtuous 
ones who know the manners of the Torah and know to go in the 
ways of the Holy King. They are praised in this world and the World 
to Come.
 

 

 
 
8. The Name of Ayin-Bet (72) names 
We hear about the Patriarchs in their travels, their deeds and their knots or unifications. Wherever the Patriarchs are found, the rest of the Righteous 
are also found. We are given a detailed description of the seven knots in the 72 names, and are told that during the moment that all the steps of the 
Name 72 are present, the total Faith is present. The Shechinah always travels with the Patriarchs, and when they travel all other levels travel within 
them. Finally we hear that while Zebulun inherited the Sea of Kineret that is Malchut, Judah took all Malchut and united it in all its own levels.

42. Behold the Patriarchs in their travels, in deeds TO RAISE 
FEMALE WATERS, AND in knots, THAT IS, WITH UNIFICATIONS with 
which they connect that bind one to the other. IN EACH NAME OF 
THESE 72 NAMES ALL PATRIARCHS ARE BOUND TOGETHER, 
SINCE THEY ARE THE THREE COLUMNS. When they join together, 
there is nobody who can stand up to them. We have learned that 
wherever the Patriarchs are, we also find with them the rest of the 
righteous, SUCH AS MOSES, AARON AND JOSEPH. Therefore, THIS 
NAME OF 72 goes in differently explained ways, although all 
EXPLANATIONS have a similar outcome.
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43. There are seven knots IN THE 72 NAMES AND TO EVERY 
INDIVIDUAL KNOT, the three Patriarchs - THAT ARE CHESED, 
GVURAH AND TIFERET - are connected along with four others - 
THAT ARE NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT. HE GOES ON 
TO EXPLAIN THAT the head OF THE 72 NAMES, THE THREE 
SFIROT, CHOCHMAH, BINAH AND DA'AT, THAT ARE REFERRED TO 
AS 'HEAD'. The center AMONG THEM, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is in one 
connection, BECAUSE CHOCHMAH AND BINAH are the ones that 
dug the water well, WHICH IS MALCHUT, AS IT IS WRITTEN: "THE 
WELL THAT THE PRINCES DUG OUT" (Bemidbar 21:18), WHO ARE 
CHOCHMAH AND BINAH. THEREFORE, CHOCHMAH, BINAH, DA'AT 
AND MALCHUT ARE IN ONE KNOT. The second CONNECTION is, 
"the one...the other" (Shemot 14:20), MEANING THE TWO COLUMNS 
OF CHESED AND GVURAH, ABOUT WHICH IS SAID, "THE ONE 
CAME NOT NEAR THE OTHER." They are one knot THAT STARTS 
with three Yud's.
 

 

44. The third KNOT IS TIFERET, WHICH IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, 
and that is the total perfection of all Faith, FOR IT BESTOWS UPON 
MALCHUT, THAT IS REFERRED TO AS 'FAITH', AND 
COMPLEMENTS IT. The fourth KNOT is two pillars upon which the 
body stands, WHICH ARE NETZACH AND HOD, AND ARE 
CONSIDERED AS NETZACH. The fifth KNOT IS HOD, within which 
there is good and bad, and a river that flows to the Tree of Life and 
Death, WHICH IS MALCHUT, SINCE HOD BESTOWS UPON 
MALCHUT. It is the most profound of all, MEANING THAT IT 
CONTAINS MORE JUDGMENTS THAN ANY OTHER SFIRAH. The 
sixth KNOT IS YESOD, within whom there is Judgment with Mercy. 
The seventh KNOT, WHICH IS MALCHUT, was ALREADY mentioned 
in the beginning, THAT IT IS INCLUDED in that head which we spoke 
of, since it is the center of everything, AS MENTIONED. Since it is 
the center of everything, it is called 'Aleph-Nun-Yud', MEANING 
THAT IN ITS DIVISION, THE NAME OF ALEPH-NUN-YUD EXISTS. 
That is the support of all the branches that are united around it.
 

 

45. These seven steps, THE SEVEN KNOTS MENTIONED ABOVE, are 
from one level to another level, FROM THE FIRST STEP TO THE 
LAST STEP. One Chariot is known for all the names that unite in it, 
and also from one level to another - MEANING THAT SIMILAR TO 
EACH INDIVIDUAL STEP IS A COMPLETE CHARIOT ON ITS OWN, 
ALTHOUGH IN EACH STEP THERE ARE THE SAME SEVEN SFIROT - 
CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND 
MALCHUT. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM IS THAT IN EACH 
STEP, all follow that step that is assigned to them. We have already 
explained these matters. FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE STEP OF CHESED, 
THERE ARE SEVEN SFIROT - CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, 
NETZACH, HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT - BUT ALL FOLLOW THE 
DOMINANT SFIRAH OF CHESED. SIMILARLY, GVURAH HAS ALL 
THE SEVEN SFIROT - CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, HOD, 
YESOD AND MALCHUT - ALL CARRY ON ACCORDING TO THE 
DOMINANT SFIRAH OF GVURAH. AND IT IS THE SAME WITH EVERY 
LEVEL.
 

 

46. Come and behold: during the moment that all these steps OF 
THE NAME 72 are present, the total Faith is present, MEANING THE 
WHOLENESS OF MALCHUT. These SEVEN KNOTS are seven clouds 
that surrounded Yisrael AND THEY TOTALED TEN, SINCE CHESED 
IS INCLUDED IN THE FIRST THREE SFIROT, AS KNOWN. Therefore, 
when the Shechinah travels, it travels with the Patriarchs, THAT ARE 
CHESED, GVURAH AND TIFERET, WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF THE 
NAME 72. FOR when they travel, all other levels travel within them, 
AS MENTIONED, and then the Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, is adorned properly. AND ALL THEIR ILLUMINATION IS 
PRIMARILY DURING THEIR TRAVELS.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/38%20-%20Bahalotcha.htm (13 of 39)2004/07/07 23:11:49



1

47. Come and behold: Zebulun, as we spoke, inherited the Sea of 
Kineret, the unspecified Sea of Kineret, WHICH IS MALCHUT, and so 
it deserves to be. HE ASKS: If so, Judah, OF WHOM IT WAS SAID 
THAT HE IS ALWAYS MALCHUT, what part has he got in it, IN 
MALCHUT THAT ZEBULUN HAS ALREADY TAKEN? HE REPLIES: It 
is just that Judah took all Malchut and united in it all its own levels, 
BOTH SMALLNESS AND GREATNESS, IN THE SECRET OF DALET-
HEI OF JUDAH. DALET INDICATES THE SMALLNESS BEFORE 
RECEIVING OVER IT THE MALE, AND THE HEI INDICATES THE 
GREATNESS, WHICH IS NOT THE CASE WITH ZEBULUN. HE 
SIMPLY TOOK THE ASPECT OF MALCHUT WHEN IT WAS CALLED 
'THE SEA OF KINERET', IN THE SECRET OF THE BATTLES IN IT.
 

 

 
 
9. The inner altar and the candlestick 
Rabbi Shimon says that the candlestick above, Malchut, and all its lamps, the Sfirot, all shine through Aaron, since he readied the candlestick. He 
compares the twelve princes of the twelve tribes to the twelve permutations of Yud Hei Vav Hei in Zeir Anpin. The candlestick was assigned with the 
seven lamps corresponding to the seven Sfirot. It stands through a sign and was produced through a miracle. We learn what the inner altar and the 
outer altar are, and how abundance flows from the inner to the outer. Incense is the connection of everything.

48. Rabbi Elazar says in relation to this portion: All the tasks of the 
candlestick and all the required preparations of it were already 
mentioned. Why is it REPEATED here a second time? HE 
RESPONDS: It is just that once the princes have offered their 
sacrifices on the altar and the necessary services required for each 
one, the Scripture comes to relate the story of the candlestick that 
was readied through Aaron, since the candlestick above, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, and all its lamps, THAT ARE THE SFIROT, all shine 
through Aaron.
 

 

49. Come and behold: contemplate the altar. Twelve princes were 
there to arrange and prepare it, and it was explained that the twelve 
represent the tribes of the four directions with four standards, SINCE 
THREE TRIBES WERE ASSIGNED TO EACH STANDARD and all 
TOGETHER there were twelve. Everything was similar to above. THE 
ALTAR ABOVE, WHICH IS MALCHUT, RECEIVES FROM THE 
TWELVE PERMUTATIONS OF YUD HEI VAV HEI IN ZEIR ANPIN, 
WHICH IS THE SECRET OF CHOCHMAH AND BINAH, TIFERET AND 
MALCHUT, THAT IS IN EACH OF THE THREE COLUMNS, TOTALING 
TWELVE. The candlestick was assigned with the seven lamps to be 
lit by a priest, all similar to above, CORRESPONDING TO ZEIR ANPIN 
THAT ILLUMINATES TO CHESED, GVURAH, TIFERET, NETZACH, 
HOD, YESOD AND MALCHUT OF MALCHUT. The candlestick stands 
through a sign and was produced through a miracle, FOR IT WAS 
MADE ON ITS OWN. This has been explained in relation to the 
making of the candlestick.
 

 

50. The inner altar and the candlestick are together for everyone's 
happiness, as is written: "ointment and perfume rejoice the 
heart" (Mishlei 27:9). OIL IS THE CANDLESTICK THAT IS MALCHUT 
THAT RECEIVES FROM CHOCHMAH, AND INCENSE IS THE INNER 
ALTAR. We have explained that there were two altars. One is 
innermost, AND THAT IS THE ALTAR FOR INCENSE and it is for 
happiness, AND CORRESPONDS TO BINAH. The outer one, THAT IS 
THE EXTERIOR ALTAR, is for sacrificial offerings, WHICH 
CORRESPONDS TO MALCHUT. Abundance flows from the inner 
altar, WHICH CORRESPONDS TO BINAH, to the one outside, WHICH 
IS MALCHUT. Whoever gazes and observes, understands and knows 
the uppermost Wisdom, that the secret of the matter is Adonai Yud 
Hei Vav Hei, SINCE THE INNER ALTAR IS YUD HEI VAV HEI, BINAH, 
AND THE OUTER IS ADONAI, MALCHUT. Therefore, incense is 
offered only when there was oil. THAT IS THE SECRET OF 
UNIFICATION OF ONE OF CHOCHMAH AND BINAH.
 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/bibi/Mes%20documents/zohar/htm/38%20-%20Bahalotcha.htm (14 of 39)2004/07/07 23:11:49



1

51. I discovered in the book of King Solomon that the incense is for 
happiness and to eradicate death. What is the reason? It is because 
Judgment is prevalent from the outer ALTAR, WHICH IS MALCHUT. 
The happiness and gladness and the connection of light come from 
the inner ALTAR where all rejoicing exists, WHICH IS BINAH. When 
this is roused, THAT IS THE INNER, all Judgment disappears from 
here, FROM THE OUTER, and no Judgment can be executed. 
Therefore, the business of incense, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF THE 
INNER ONE, is to void death - SINCE WHEN THE INNER, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF BINAH, IS AWAKENED BY THE INCENSE, THE 
OUTER, WHICH IS MALCHUT, IS NOT CAPABLE OF CARRYING OUT 
JUDGMENT. Therefore, incense is the connection of everything and 
it is offered in the inner ALTAR, WHERE ALL HAPPINESS EXISTS. 
Praised are the children of Yisrael in this world and the World to 
Come. About them, it is written: "and said to me, 'You are My 
servant, Yisrael, in whom I will be glorified'" (Yeshayah 49:3).
 

 

 
 
10. One who comes from the side of Judgment must not grow hair 
We hear that whoever comes from the side of Judgment, like the Levites, must not grow hair since that increases Judgment in the world. All powers 
and corrections come from the priests, who are from the right side. And the body that is the Central Column is the essence of everything, 
connecting left and right.

52. "Take the Levites..." (Bemidbar 8:6). It has already been 
explained that there is a requirement to cleanse them and draw them 
to connect at their place, IN THE LEFT COLUMN, since they are from 
the left arm OF GVURAH OF ZEIR ANPIN and the side of Judgment. 
Whoever comes from the side of Judgment must not grow hair, 
since it increases Judgment in the world. Consequently, a woman 
similarly is required to attend to it so that her hair should not be 
visible outside, and she must cover her head and veil her hair. This 
has been explained and we have already learned it. All those that 
come from the side of Judgment are then blessed. Therefore, it is 
written of the Levites: "and thus shall you do to them, to cleanse 
them...and let them shave..." (Ibid. 7). We have learned that the 
Levites cannot ascend to their assigned place until the Priest uplifts 
them, because the right always leads the left.
 

 

53. Rabbi Shimon said: The day that the Levites ascended to their 
place, THEY OFFERED FOR SACRIFICE two oxen. Why oxen? HE 
RESPONDS: They are like oxen, MEANING IN THE LEFT COLUMN, IN 
THE SECRET OF, "THE FACE OF AN OX ON THE LEFT 
SIDE" (YECHEZKEL 1:10). They receive with the left this cow that is 
called a 'red heifer', MEANING MALCHUT OF THE LEFT SIDE. Every 
power and every correction depends on the priest, WHO IS THE 
RIGHT COLUMN, since the total power of the body is in the right 
arm. Therefore, the priest was the right arm of all Yisrael, by which 
he was ready to arrange everything and sustain the world. In spite of 
all this, THE RIGHT COLUMN is not alone, but CONNECTED to the 
body and to the left, THAT IS, WITH THE TWO COLUMNS - CENTRAL 
AND LEFT. And the body, THAT IS THE CENTRAL COLUMN, is the 
essence of everything, SINCE IT UNITES THE TWO COLUMNS AND 
COMPLETES THEM, AND ALSO INCLUDES THEM.
 

 

 
 
11. "This is that which belongs to the Levites" 
Rabbi Shimon says that the Levite must serve from age 25 to age fifty, after which his strength is declining and his voice is not as strong. The place 
to which the Levite is assigned is from strong judgment and must not be flawed by any weakness.
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54. "This is that which belongs to the Levites" (Bemidbar 8:24). 
Come and behold: the Levi, who is 25 years old, ascends to his place 
and is adorned. He will do service work for 25 years until he reaches 
the grade of fifty. When he reaches the grade of the fiftieth year and 
higher, he declines from the strength of fire within him. Since the fire 
and heat get cooler, he causes damage to the place to which he is 
connected, WHICH IS THE LEFT.
 

 

55. In addition, AFTER FIFTY YEARS, the singing voice is no longer 
that well connected with him, SINCE IT BECOMES A LITTLE 
WEAKER. It is necessary that this voice should not be flawed, but 
rather get stronger, since it stands in a place of strong Judgment 
and not in a weak one. Therefore, it is important not to degrade that 
place, THAT IS THE LEFT, to which he is assigned, since it is 
powerful Judgment and not feeble. It is necessary not to show any 
feebleness in any direction. Praised is the man that toils in the 
Torah, knows the ways of the Holy One, blessed be He, and does not 
deviate to the right or the left. It is written: "for the ways of Hashem 
are right" (Hoshea 14:10), MEANING ONE WHO FOLLOWS STEADILY 
IN THE CENTRAL COLUMN.
 

 

 
 
12. The Pesach at its appointed season and second Pesach 
Rabbi Shimon explains why God spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai about Pesach since He had already told them about it in Egypt. He says 
that if the Torah had come simply to relate simple tales we could produce a better Torah today; it is obvious that everything in the Torah contains 
higher secrets. The stories told therein are merely its garment or dress, the same as the body is the garment for the person who comes to earth. He 
says that the soul that is the splendor of Yisrael that is Zeir Anpin is the actual soul of the Torah at which the sages look.

56. "And Hashem spoke to Moses in the wilderness of 
Sinai..." (Bemidbar 9:1). Rabbi Aba said: What is the reason that he 
exhorted them here about the Pesach? It was already told to them in 
Egypt. HE RESPONDS: This is because it was the second year and 
Yisrael thought that it only applied in Egypt. Since they had already 
performed it in Egypt once, they assumed that it was no longer 
necessary. The Holy One, blessed be He, came and cautioned them 
about this, so that they should not think that its time had passed in 
Egypt and that it was not necessary ANY LONGER. Therefore, HE 
EXHORTED THEM about it "in the wilderness of Sinai...in...the 
second year," to institute PESACH (PASSOVER) for the generations 
to come.
 

 

57. ANOTHER EXPLANATION. Although He exhorted them about that 
in Egypt, He commanded them a second time in the place where all 
the commandments and laws of the Torah were given. Therefore, 
"in...the second year..." HE ASKS: What is the meaning of: "in the 
first month of the second year"? NAMELY, WHAT DOES THIS 
ALLUDE TO? HE REPLIES: This is a lofty secret. THERE IS that 
which is referred to as a year, AND THERE IS that which is referred 
to as a month. What is the difference between this and that? Month 
is the moon, MEANING MALCHUT, while a year is the sun, ZEIR 
ANPIN, which illuminates the moon. "IN THE FIRST MONTH OF THE 
SECOND YEAR," POINTS TO THE COUPLING OF ZEIR ANPIN AND 
MALCHUT, WHICH ARE CALLED 'YEAR' AND 'MONTH', IN THE 
PLACE OF THE SINAI DESERT. THAT IS THE SECOND UNION 
AFTER THE EXODUS OF EGYPT. This was during the time that all 
the commandments of the Torah were passed on to them, SINCE 
THROUGH THE COUPLING OF MALE AND FEMALE IN THE DESERT 
OF SINAI, ALL THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE TORAH WERE GIVEN.
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58. Rabbi Shimon says: Woe to the man who says that the Torah 
came to relate stories, simply and plainly, and simpleton tales 
ABOUT ESAU AND LABAN AND THE LIKE. If it was so, even at the 
present day we could produce a Torah from simplistic matters, and 
perhaps even nicer ones than those. If THE TORAH CAME to 
exemplify worldly matters, even the rulers of the world have among 
them things that are superior. If so, let us follow them and produce 
from them a Torah in the same manner. It must be that all items in 
the Torah are of a superior nature and are uppermost secrets.
 

 

59. Come and behold: the world above and the world below are 
measured with one scale. The children of Yisrael below 
CORRESPOND to the lofty angels above. It is written about the lofty 
angels: "Who makes the winds His messengers" (Tehilim 104:4). 
When they descend downwards, they are donned with the vestments 
of this world. If they had not acquired the dress for this world, they 
would not be able to exist in this world, and the world would not be 
able to stand them. And if this is so for the angels, how much more 
so is it for the Torah that created these MESSENGERS and all the 
worlds, that exist due to her. Once it was brought down to this world, 
if it had not donned all these covering garments of this world, 
WHICH ARE THE STORIES AND SIMPLISTIC TALES, the world would 
not have been able to tolerate it.
 

 

60. Therefore, this story of the Torah is the mantle of the Torah. He 
who thinks that this mantle is the actual essence of the Torah and 
that nothing else is in there, let his spirit deflate and let him have no 
part in the World to Come. Therefore, David said, "open my eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out of Your Torah" (Tehilim 
119:18); THAT IS, LOOK what lies under that garment of the Torah.
 

 

61. Come and behold: There is a dress that is visible to everyone. 
The simple people, when they see a person dressed beautifully, 
WHO APPEARS TO THEM DISTINGUISHED BY HIS CLOTHING, do 
not observe any further. THEY MAKE THEIR JUDGMENTS ABOUT 
HIM ACCORDING TO HIS DISTINGUISHED APPAREL and they 
consider the dress as the body OF MAN, and the body OF THE 
PERSON LIKE his soul.
  

62. Similar to this is the Torah. It has a body, which is composed of 
the commandments of the Torah that are called the 'body of the 
Torah'. This body is clothed with garments, which are stories of this 
world. The ignorant of the world look only at that dress, which is the 
story in the Torah, and are not aware of anything more. They do not 
look at what lies beneath that dress. Those who know more do not 
look at the dress, but rather at the body beneath that dress. The 
wise, the sages, the servants of the Loftiest King, those that stood at 
Mount Sinai, look only at the soul OF THE TORAH, which is the 
essence of everything, the real Torah. In the destiny to come, they 
are destined to look at the soul, the soul of the Torah.
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63. Come and behold: it is also like that above. There exists an 
apparel, a body, a soul, and a soul for the soul. The heavens and its 
legions are the apparel, and the Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, is the body that receives the soul, which is the splendor 
of Yisrael, MEANING ZEIR ANPIN. Therefore, MALCHUT is the body 
of the soul, SINCE ZEIR ANPIN IS DONNED WITH HER, LIKE THE 
SOUL IN THE BODY. The soul that we mentioned, which is the 
splendor of Yisrael, is the actual Torah, MEANING THE SOUL OF 
THE TORAH AT WHICH THE SAGES LOOK. It is the soul of the soul 
that is the Ancient Holy One, ON WHOM THEY WILL LOOK IN THE 
DESTINY TO COME, AS MENTIONED. Everything is held one by the 
other. THE HOLY ATIKA IS DRESSED IN ZEIR ANPIN, AND ZEIR 
ANPIN IS DRESSED IN MALCHUT, AND MALCHUT IS DRESSED IN 
THE WORLDS BRIYAH, YETZIRAH, ASIYAH AND ALL THEIR 
LEGIONS.
 

 

64. Woe to those wicked who say that the Torah is merely a story 
and nothing more, for they look at the dress and no further. Praised 
are the righteous, who look properly at the Torah. Wine lasts only if 
it is in a jug. Similarly, the Torah does not endure, except in this 
mantle. Therefore, there is no need to look except at what is beneath 
the mantle. That is why all these matters and all these stories are 
garments.
 

 

 
 
13. The second Pesach 
We hear about the ordinance to keep Pesach at the correct time and about the inner meaning of what happens if it is kept a month later due to 
uncleanness or traveling.

65. "Let the children of Yisrael also keep the Pesach at its appointed 
season" (Bemidbar 9:2). HE ASKS: What is "keep"? IT SHOULD 
HAVE SAID, 'EAT'. Rabbi Yosi said: Have we not learned that 
whoever shows a proper worthy action below is as if he made that 
above. Due to him, this matter is roused ABOVE, and it is as if he 
actually made it, as we have already learned.
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66. "If any man (lit. 'man man') of you or your posterity shall be 
unclean..." (Ibid. 10). HE ASKS: Why does it say "man" twice? HE 
ANSWERS: THE EXPLANATION IS that it is a man who is a man and 
is worthy to receive the lofty soul, yet he flawed himself so the 
supernal Shechinah does not reside with him. What is the reason? 
He brought it about by defiling himself. Therefore, IT IS WRITTEN 
'man man', WHICH MEANS that he is worthy to be a man, but he 
caused himself to be defiled so the Holiness from above should not 
be with him.
 

 

67. "...or be on a journey afar off" (Ibid.). This is one of the ten 
PLACES that have dots in the Torah. All come to demonstrate 
something. What is "afar off"? THERE IS A POINT ABOVE THE HEI 
OF 'AFAR' (HEB. RECHOKAH). It is because a person that defiles 
himself is made unclean above. As soon as they make him unclean 
above, he is afar off, far from the place and the road on which the 
children of Yisrael are attached. He is attached to a journey afar off; 
he removed himself from getting close to you, Yisrael, and to 
connect with you as you connect. THAT IS WHY IT SAYS, "ON A 
JOURNEY AFAR OFF," WITH A DOT ON THE HEI OF RECHOKAH, TO 
INDICATE THAT THE INTENTION IS ON THE OTHER SIDE THAT IS 
FAR FROM HOLINESS.
 

 

68. Rabbi Yitzchak said: Why is it written, "shall be unclean by 
reason of a dead body, or be on a journey afar off"? That seems to 
indicate that there are two things here, which is understood from the 
word "or." AND HOW CAN YOU SAY THAT THEY ARE ONE THING, 
THAT THE UNCLEANNESS CAUSED HIM TO BE AFAR OFF? Rabbi 
Yosi said: Here, WHEN IT SAYS "UNCLEAN BY REASON OF A DEAD 
BODY," IT MEANS prior to having been made unclean FROM 
ABOVE. Here, WHEN IT SAYS, "ON A JOURNEY AFAR OFF," THE 
MEANING IS after they made him unclean FROM ABOVE AND HE 
STUMBLED TO THAT JOURNEY AFAR OFF, WHICH IS THE OTHER 
SIDE. It seems that neither this one nor that one will have Holiness 
from above reside with them, and they will not observe the Pesach at 
the same time that Yisrael observe it.
 

 

69. If you wonder whether he observes THE PESACH on the 
following month, even if he does not amend himself, it is not so. It is 
only after he has purified and restored himself. He has another 
month to perform the Paschal lamb. From here, we take it that every 
person that purifies himself is also purified FROM ABOVE.
 

 

70. If you will venture to say that he will find himself on a higher level 
that second month, it is not so. This is because the children of 
Yisrael, the holy offspring that prepare the Paschal lamb at its 
designated time, take the moon and the sun, THAT ARE MALCHUT 
AND ZEIR ANPIN, together as one. Whoever receives first the 
foundation receives the building upon it. What is the foundation? Do 
not say that it is the loftiest foundation of the everlasting Righteous, 
THAT IS YESOD OF ZEIR ANPIN, but rather the foundation of a 
precious stone, MALCHUT, as is written: "the stone which the 
builders have rejected has become the head stone of the 
corner" (Tehilim 118:22). For this is a stone upon which something 
lies, THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN.
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71. Rabbi Yehuda said: Certainly he acquires all, even on the second 
month. THAT IS, ONE CAN ACQUIRE EVEN IN THE SECOND MONTH 
MALCHUT AND ZEIR ANPIN TOGETHER, AT ONCE, JUST LIKE IN 
THE FIRST PASCHAL PREPARATIONS OF THE LAMB. HOWEVER, it 
is not quite the same as if someone acquires the Paschal lamb on 
the designated period. What is the reason? It is because the one who 
acquires the Paschal lamb service on its designated period receives 
from the bottom upward and does not regress, since we may 
promote to a higher grade of sanctity but not degrade. The one who 
acquires the Paschal lamb past the designated time descends from 
higher to lower. Therefore, even if it is the same in everything, it is 
not equal, since this one ascends and that one descends, and that 
one descends and does not ascend. Therefore, whoever brings the 
Paschal lamb on its designated state is more worthy. Praised are the 
children of Yisrael who are meritorious in all. They are worthy of the 
Torah, and whoever is worthy of the Torah merits the Holy Name. 
Praised are they in this world and the World to Come. 
We are told that once the Congregation of Yisrael is adorned with 
her crowns in the month of Nissan she does not remove the crowns 
from herself for thirty days, so it is still possible to have a second 
Passover in the second month. The commandments for the 
slaughter of the Paschal lamb and the delay of the celebration for 
those who are unclean or far away to the second date are laid out for 
us. The first Passover is from the right and the second is in the left. 
Ra'aya Meheimna (The Faithful Shepherd)
 

 

72. It is a commandment to make a second Pesach for those that 
were unable TO DO THE PASCHAL OFFERING ON ITS DESIGNATED 
DATE, BECAUSE THEY WERE TOO FAR AWAY or were defiled by 
any other uncleanness. HE ASKS: If the secret of Pesach, which is 
the secret of the Faith in which Yisrael entered, dominates in the 
month of Nissan and then it is the time for rejoicing, how could 
those who were unable to prepare it on time, or were defiled, make 
up for it in the second month, seeing that its time had already 
passed?
 

 

73. HE REPLIES: Once the Congregation of Yisrael, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, is adorned with its crowns, MEANING THE MOCHIN OF 
THE FIRST THREE SFIROT, in the month of Nissan, she does not 
remove these crowns and adornments from herself for thirty days. 
The Matron sits in her adornments all these thirty days, beginning 
with the day of the exodus of Yisrael, since the Paschal lamb and all 
her legions are in a state of happiness. Whoever wishes to see the 
Matron may look. And the proclamation calls: Whoever did not get a 
chance to see the Matron should come and look before the gates are 
locked. When is this proclamation proclaimed? It is on the 
fourteenth day of the second month, since the gates remain open 
from then on for seven days following. Following that, they lock the 
gates. Therefore, THEY BRING the second Pesach.
 

 

74. This commandment entails the slaughter of the Paschal lamb at 
its appointed time. It reveals the first Paschal lamb date and the 
second Paschal lamb, and cautions us to consume them in 
accordance with their laws. The unclean should be delayed to the 
second Paschal lamb date. That is a third commandment. Tanaim 
and Amoraim: they are persons who are like pure, mundane objects 
from the side of Michael. And they are those like mundane objects 
from the sacred, for example holy meat, from the side of Gabriel, 
SINCE MICHAEL AND GABRIEL ARE the priest and the Levi, WHICH 
IS CHESED AND GVURAH. They are persons who are like Holy days 
and they are like the Holy of Holies.
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75. The Shechinah is the first Pesach from the right side, SINCE THE 
FIRST MONTH IS FROM THE RIGHT COLUMN, and the second 
Pesach from the left, SINCE THE SECOND MONTH IS THE LEFT 
COLUMN. SINCE NISSAN AND IYAR ARE CHESED AND GVURAH, 
the first Pesach is from the right where Chochmah prevails, SINCE 
CHOCHMAH IS IN THE RIGHT COLUMN. The second Pesach is in the 
left where Binah prevails, SINCE BINAH IS IN THE LEFT COLUMN. In 
Gvurah, WHICH IS IN THE LEFT COLUMN, all foreign fires are 
removed, which are like straw and chaff in relation to the fire of 
Gvurah. THEREFORE, the unclean are delayed until the second 
Pesach.
 

 

 
 
14. "Everything that comes into the fire... you shall pass through the fire" 
We learn that the soul is the vessel of God, and that God will not dwell in it until it is purged in the fire of Gvurah. Also, people are cleansed by the 
Written Torah from the right, that is referred to as 'water'. The completely wicked are purified in Gehenom but those who study the Oral Torah and 
the Written Torah are purified through the Torah.

76. Every uncleanness - such as that of a woman in her menstrual 
flow, a leper, or a man or a woman who has a discharge and a 
woman who gives birth - the fire of Gvurah consumes THEM. The 
soul is the vessel of the Holy One, blessed be He, AND THE HOLY 
ONE, BLESSED BE HE, does not dwell in it until it is purged in the 
fire of Gvurah, as is written: "'is not My word like a fire?' says 
Hashem" (Yirmeyah 23:29). In this fire, if THE EVIL INCLINATION is 
like iron, it explodes; if it is like stone, it melts.
 

 

77. And of the right, the place of the Written Torah, that is 
REFERRED TO AS 'water', IT SAYS: "and she shall be cleansed from 
the flow of her blood" (Vayikra 12:7). Through her are cleansed a 
leper, one who is unclean through contact with a dead body, one 
who has a discharge and one who is defiled through contact with 
any kind of insect. It is written: "then will I sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and you shall be clean" (Yechezkel 36:25).
  

78. In the Central Column, the vessel is united with her husband, 
THE VESSEL being a woman, MALCHUT. After becoming sanctified 
in the Left Column and becoming cleansed in the ritual waters in the 
Right Column, SHE IS UNITED IN THE CENTRAL COLUMN. It is said 
about Pesach utensils: such utensils that are used for cold things, 
one dips them ritually in cold and they are cleansed. Since they are 
the souls that came from the side of Mercy and they are merciful, 
graceful and kind, they do not require cleansing in lukewarm water 
like those of average people. Most certainly they are not cleansed in 
the very hot waters, through which the completely wicked purify 
themselves, those who heat themselves in the fire of the Evil 
Inclination. About them, it is written: "everything that comes into the 
fire...you shall pass through the fire" (Bemidbar 31:23), since the filth 
on them is great. However, the completely Righteous are cleansed 
with cold waters, since it was said about them: whoever puts space 
between the ones that get stuck together - MEANING THAT HE DOES 
NOT STICK TOGETHER WHILE PRONOUNCING THE LETTERS IN 
THE RECITAL OF Sh'ma - one to the other, they cool Gehenom for 
him.
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79. If the souls are materialistic, in that they are like clay utensils, 
their breakage is their purification. As it is said, if they are broken, 
they were cleansed. The secret of this is: "the sacrifices of Elohim 
are a broken spirit" (Tehilim 51:19). However, about those involved 
in studying Written Torah and Oral Torah, which are fire and water, 
and those who are striving after the secrets of the Torah, which is 
light, it is written: "and Torah is light" (Mishlei 6:23). They are 
purified through the Torah AND DO NOT NEED GEHENOM.
 

 

80. Furthermore, we find in the chapter about seeing, 'One who sees 
dates (Heb. temarim) in his dream, it means his iniquities have ended 
(Heb. tamu)'. This is what is written: "the punishment of your iniquity 
is accomplished, O daughter of Zion" (Eichah 4:22), because 
temarim consists of THE LETTERS of tam (Eng. 'whole'), which is 
Jacob's level, about whom it is written: "and Jacob was a plain (Heb. 
tam) man" (Beresheet 25:27). The sins are bitter (Heb. marim) and, 
therefore, the dates (Heb. temarim) contain THE LETTERS tam and 
mar. THEREFORE, THAT INDICATES THAT HIS SINS ARE OVER.
 

 

 
 
15. "The waters were made sweet" 
This section talks about the days to come, emphasizing the stress and poverty that will come to the teachers of the Mishnah during the time of 
testing. The text addresses the Faithful Shepherd, Moses, telling him that through his revelation of the secrets will come the sweetening of the 
waters. Sufferings are like salt that sweetens the meat.

81. Here, it is hinted that "the waters were made sweet." This is what 
is written: "and Hashem showed him a tree...the waters were made 
sweet" (Shemot 15:25). It is apparent from here that for whoever 
strives in the Torah, which is the Tree of Life, it is said about his 
sins: "and they made their lives bitter with hard bondage" (Shemot 1-
14). The Holy One, blessed be He, forgives them and they BECOME 
sweet again, MEANING THAT THE INIQUITIES TURN TO BECOME 
LIKE MERITS.
  

82. Days will come of which will be fulfilled, like the days that were 
during their exodus from Egypt, what is written there: "and Joseph 
died, and all his brethren, and all that generation" (Ibid. 6). In the last 
exile, death is nothing but poverty, since a poor person is regarded 
as dead. The verse will be fulfilled of them: "and I will leave in the 
midst of you a poor and lowly people, and they shall trust in the 
Name of Hashem" (Tzefanyah 3:12). It will also be fulfilled in relation 
to them: "and the afflicted people You will save" (II Shmuel 22:28). 
Those rich that will survive among them, this will be fulfilled about 
them: "you are idle, you are idle" (Shemot 5:17). They are slack in 
learning Torah, slow to do kindness toward Torah people, and 
people of virtue that wander from city to city are not received 
graciously.
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83. They are idle under the heavy burden. You may say that it is 
because THEY ARE heavily burdened that they do not do kindness. 
Therefore, "let more work be laid upon the men, that they may labor 
in it" (Ibid. 9), and cause that the burden will actually be REAL. "And 
let them not regard vain words" (Ibid.), that they lie and say that the 
burden is heavy on them, and therefore they refrain from kindness. 
They TOO are lying by saying that due to the burden that is heavily 
upon them, "there is no straw given." That is the lie of money, by 
which they have erred before the Holy One, blessed be He, by paying 
no attention to Him nor trusting in the Name of Hashem. STRAW, 
WHICH IS MONEY, is not "given to your servants," AND NOT 
BECAUSE OF THE HEAVY BURDEN.
 

 

84. Those that have straw, hide and store their money in it, which is 
inside (Heb. tochen), like inside the storage or inside the safety-box. 
It is applicable to them, "yet shall you deliver the quantity (Heb. 
tochen) of bricks" (Ibid. 18) which refers to sums of money that are 
bricks that will exist during that generation.
 

 

85. During that period, "there He made for them a statute and an 
ordinance, and there He tested him" (Shemot 15:25), referring to the 
teachers of the Mishnah. They too, "came to Mara (Eng. 
'bitter')" (Ibid. 23). The Oral Law will again be bitter to them with 
great stress and poverty, and it will be fulfilled for them: "and they 
made their lives bitter with hard bondage," which refers to hard 
questions. "...in mortar (Heb. chomer)..." from minor to major (Heb. 
chomer), "and in brick (Heb. levenah)." That refers to explaining 
(Heb. libun) law. "...and in all manner of bondage in the 
field..." (Shemot 1:14). That refers to the Baraita, SINCE BARAITA 
MEANS FIELD. "All their bondage, wherein they made them serve, 
was with rigor" (Ibid.); that is, the unanswered problems and 
questions.
 

 

86. And you, Faithful Shepherd, it will come true there for you: "there 
He made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there He tested 
him." With this Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil - that is, 
prohibition and permission - and through these secrets that will be 
revealed through you, "the waters were made sweet." Like salt that 
sweetens the meat, so will they be sweetened through you by the 
secrets that will be revealed through you. All these difficulties and 
disagreements of the bitter waters in the Oral Torah will return to be 
sweet waters of the Torah. These sufferings that you have will again 
be sweet to you through the secrets that will be revealed through 
you, and all your pains will seem to you like passing dreams THAT 
ARE NO MORE. Dream (Heb. chalam, Chet-Lamed-Mem) is like salt 
(Heb. melach, Mem Lamed Chet), AND LIKE SALT that sweetens the 
meat, so too are sufferings, as we have explained.
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87. The suffering will again be like salt of Sodom that blinds the eyes 
to the wicked, to have the verse come true upon them: "but the eyes 
of the wicked shall fail" (Iyov 11:20). These are the wicked mixed 
multitudes, upon whom will come true: "many shall purify 
themselves, and refine themselves, and be tried; but the wicked shall 
do wickedly" (Daniel 12:10). "...refine themselves..." refers to the 
students of the Mishnah; "and be refined" (Ibid.), refers to the holy 
offspring of the rest of the nation, as it says: "and will refine them as 
the silver is refined" (Zecharyah 13:9). "But the wicked shall do 
wickedly," refers to the mixed multitudes.
 

 

 
 
16. The raven and the dove 
We hear that those who toil in the splendor called 'The Zohar' will be wise and shine like the brightness of the firmaments. They must teach every 
secret and teach others how to be receptive to the light of the Torah and to the light of the Zohar. At that time they will be like the dove that was sent 
from Noah's ark, not like the raven that betrayed his mission. The prophet saw them become connected in three levels - Keter, Tiferet, Yesod - in the 
center and thus said that they shall prosper, be exalted, be very high, and be connected to two Messiahs.

88. "But the wise shall understand" (Daniel 12:10). These are the 
scholars of Kabbalah. It says about them: "and they who are wise 
shall shine like the brightness of the firmaments" (Ibid. 3). This 
refers to those that place their effort in the splendor called 'The 
Zohar', that is like Noah's ark, to which are gathered two from a city, 
seven from the kingdom and, occasionally, one from a city and two 
from a family, by whom this comes true. "Every son that is born you 
shall cast into the river" (Shemot 1:22). THE SECRET OF THE 
TORAH IS CALLED "SON"; "THAT IS BORN," MEANS CONCEIVED; 
"INTO THE RIVER," IS THE LIGHT OF THE TORAH. "THROW HIM 
(HEB. TASHLICHUHU)," IS LIKE 'TEACH HIM (HEB. TASKILUHU)' - 
EVERY INDIVIDUAL SECRET THAT IS BORN TO YOU, TEACH IT. 
Teach how to be RECEPTIVE TO THE LIGHT OF THE TORAH AND 
TO ITS SOUL. This is the light of this book OF ZOHAR, and all is due 
to you.
 

 

89. Who caused all this? The raven, since at that time you will be like 
a dove. THIS ALLUDES TO THE RAVEN AND THE DOVE THAT NOAH 
SENT FROM THE ARK AFTER COMPARING THE ZOHAR TO NOAH'S 
ARK. Another messenger was called in your Name, just like the 
raven that was originally sent FROM THE ARK and did not return 
from his mission and made his effort with forbidden abominations, 
about which it is said that the ignorant are abominable. AND HE 
SPENT HIS EFFORTS ON THEM, because of their money, and he 
strove in his mission to return the righteous to repentance. It is as if 
he has not fulfilled the mission of his Master. RABBI MOSES 
KORDOVERO OF BLESSED MEMORY WROTE THAT IT REFERS TO 
JEROBOAM, THE SON OF NEBAT, WHO WAS WORTHY TO BE THE 
REDEEMER OF YISRAEL. HE FALTERED WITH THE GOLDEN 
CALVES, SINNED, AND CAUSED MANY OTHERS TO SIN. HE IS 
COMPARED TO THE RAVEN THAT BETRAYED HIS MISSION.
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90. The secret of the dove that entered the depths of the sea shall 
come true with you, and likewise you will enter the deep chasms of 
the Torah. This is what is written by the prophet Jonah: "for You did 
cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas" (Yonah 2:4), 
MEANING IN THE SEA OF THE TORAH. THEN there will be 
Chochmah, Chesed, and Netzach to the right. Of those, David said: 
"the right hand of Hashem does valiantly. The right hand of Hashem 
is exalted. The right hand of Hashem does valiantly" (Tehilim 118:15-
16). The three LEVELS of the left become connected together - which 
are Binah, Gvurah, Hod - and the three levels in the center - which 
are Keter, Tiferet, Yesod - are attached to right and left, SINCE THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN IS ATTACHED TO RIGHT AND LEFT. IN THIS 
WAY, THE TEN SFIROT ARE PERFECTED, INCLUDING THE FIRST 
THREE SFIROT.
 

 

91. Since the prophet saw you become connected in these three 
levels - KETER, TIFERET, YESOD - in the center, he pronounced 
upon you this verse: "behold, My servant shall prosper," THE 
SECRET OF YESOD; "he shall be exalted and extolled," THE 
SECRET OF TIFERET; "and be very high" (Yeshayah 52:13), THE 
SECRET OF KETER. You will be connected and attached to two 
Messiahs. David spoke of the three right ones - CHOCHMAH, 
CHESED, NETZACH - of Messiah, the son of David, and, "the right of 
Hashem," three times, AS MENTIONED NEARBY. Corresponding to 
the three left ones - GVURAH, BINAH, HOD - to which is attached 
Messiah, son of Ephraim, he said from the first left side, Gvurah, "I 
shall not die," AND FURTHER SAID, "but live" (Tehilim 118:17), from 
the SECOND side of the left, which is your Hod. About this, it is said 
that He gave Hod to Moses, MEANING AS IT SAYS: "AND YOU 
SHALL PUT SOME OF YOUR HONOR (HEB. HOD) UPON 
HIM" (BEMIDBAR 27:20), MEANING THAT THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED 
BE HE, GAVE HIM HOD TO BE HIS OWN. It is given to you from the 
side of Binah, SINCE THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH FROM 
THE LEFT OF BINAH IS REVEALED IN HOD.
 

 

92. Thus, IN GVURAH, you would have been arid and dry in 
everything, due to Messiah, the son of Ephraim; DRY in your Torah 
and your prophecy and in your body, in which you have suffered too 
many agonies. So that he should not die, MESSIAH, THE SON OF 
EPHRAIM, you pleaded for mercy on his behalf. THEREFORE, it says 
about him, "but live," from the side of Binah, and therefore, "I shall 
not die," from the side of Gvurah, WHICH CARRIED FROM IT HARSH 
JUDGMENT, AS MENTIONED ABOVE. "...but live..." is from the side 
of Binah, MEANING AFTER MOCHIN WERE REVEALED FROM IT, 
WHICH ARE THE SECRET OF the Tree of Life, WHICH IS THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN that overpowers THE LEFT COLUMN, GVURAH, 
THROUGH the reading of Sh'ma of the morning prayer, WHICH IS 
THE SECRET OF CHESED. It is connected to it through the knot of 
the Tefilin to the right of Abraham, which is the morning prayers, 
NAMELY CHESED.
  

93. "...and declare the works of Yah..." (Tehilim 118:17) from the side 
of Hod, SINCE THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH THAT IS 
REVEALED FROM BINAH IS NOT REVEALED, ONLY FROM THE 
CHEST DOWNWARD THAT IS IN HOD. "Yah has chastised me 
severely" (Ibid. 18), MEANING WITH Chochmah and Binah, WHICH 
ARE from right and left, SINCE CHOCHMAH COMPRISES three right 
ones - CHOCHMAH, CHESED AND NETZACH - AND BINAH 
COMPRISES three left ones - BINAH, GVURAH AND HOD. PRIOR TO 
THE INTERVENTION OF THE CENTRAL COLUMN, THE RIGHT AND 
THE LEFT ARE IN CONFLICT WITH EACH OTHER AND JUDGMENTS 
ARE DRAWN FROM THEM. THEREFORE, IT SAYS: "YAH HAS 
CHASTISED ME SEVERELY." "But He has not given me up to 
death" (Ibid.). This is the Central Column that comprises the three 
CENTRAL ONES: Keter, the Righteous, NAMELY YESOD, and 
ITSELF, NAMELY TIFERET, that is the son of Yud-Hei. Immediately, 
the Vav will then raise Hei to Yud-Hei, AND THE NAME OF YUD HEI 
VAV HEI WILL BE PERFECTED in the right and the left with Mercy 
and beseeching with many entreaties TO MALCHUT and her 
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descendants. This is what is written: "on that day I will raise up the 
Tabernacle of David that is fallen" (Amos 9:11); THAT IS, MALCHUT. 
Therefore, the prophet said, "they shall come with weeping, and with 
supplications will I lead them" (Yirmeyah 31:8).
 

94. The Faithful Shepherd rose, kissed him, and blessed him. He 
said: You are most likely the messenger of your Master to us. The 
Tannaim and Amoraim opened the discussion saying: Faithful 
Shepherd, you knew all this and through you it was revealed. But in 
your humility, as was said about you, "now the man Moses was very 
meek" (Bemidbar 12:3); in these areas that you are shy to take credit 
for yourself, the Holy One, blessed be He, has nominated us to the 
holy illumination, MEANING RABBI SHIMON BAR YOCHAI, to act as 
your hand and your mouthpiece in these areas. 
End of Ra'aya Meheimna
 

 

 
 
17. "And on the day that the Tabernacle was erected" 
Rabbi Shimon tells Rabbi Chiya that anyone who gives freely to the poor becomes worthy to be blessed; he increases in both wealth and life. He 
elaborates by saying that his charity causes him an increase in life above so that it increases his life below. We hear that in this way the Tree of Life 
is awakened to add life to the Tree of Death. Through a person's charity he causes Zeir Anpin and Malchut to join together and blessings to pour 
above and below. He is saved in this world and he shall have life in the World to Come.

95. "And on the day that the Tabernacle was erected..." (Bemidbar 
9:15). Rabbi Chiya opened the discussion saying, "He has 
distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness 
endures for ever; his horn shall be exalted with honor" (Tehilim 
112:9). "He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor." HE 
INQUIRES: What is the meaning of, "distributed freely"? HE 
RESPONDS: It is as you say, "there is one who gives freely, and yet 
increases" (Mishlei 11:24). We can also say that it is true for 
everyone who distributed freely. Therefore, he lets us know and 
hear, "he has distributed freely, he has given to the poor." As soon 
as he gives freely to the poor, he becomes worthy TO BE BLESSED. 
What is the meaning of: "and yet increases"? It means in everything. 
He increases in wealth and increases in life.
 

 

96. HE INQUIRES: This verse should have been read this way, 'There 
is one who gives freely, and yet it will increase'. What is meant by 
"increases"? HE RESPONDS: It is this place where death resides, 
MEANING MALCHUT. It causes him an increase in life above AND 
DRAWS FROM THERE, and increases his LIFE. Rabbi Yehuda said in 
the name of Rabbi Chiya: The verse gives evidence that for whoever 
gives CHARITY to the paupers, the Tree of Life is awakened, THAT IS 
ZEIR ANPIN, to add life to the Tree of Death, WHICH IS MALCHUT. 
Then life and happiness exist above, IN MALCHUT, and that Tree of 
Life stands over the person who caused this, BY HIS GIVING OF 
CHARITY, in a time of need. That Tree of Death shields him and, 
therefore, it is proper to say, "yet increases."
 

 

97. HE ASKS: What is the meaning of, "his righteousness endures 
for ever"? HE RESPONDS: THAT CHARITY stands for a person to 
give him his existence and life, in the same manner that this person 
gives subsistence TO THE POOR. And the SUPERNAL life awakens 
toward him, NAMELY BECAUSE OF HIM, AS MENTIONED NEARBY. 
It gives him life. These two trees, ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, stand 
by him to save him and increase his life.
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98. "His horn shall be exalted with honor." Come and behold: 
observe the world we talked about, THAT IS ZEIR ANPIN. IT SAID TO 
HIM that the horn, WHICH IS MALCHUT, will be exalted. And how? 
With the honor of the above, WHICH IS BINAH, SINCE MALCHUT IS 
EXALTED THROUGH THE ILLUMINATION OF BINAH. That person, 
THROUGH THE CHARITY THAT HE GAVE, caused them to join 
together, MEANING ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT, and blessings to 
pour above and below.
 

 

99. Rabbi Aba said: During the whole time that the Tabernacle was 
erected, MEANING WHEN MALCHUT COUPLES WITH ZEIR ANPIN, 
through the activities of people, then that was a time of rejoicing for 
all. Holy anointing oil is poured into these candles, THE SFIROT OF 
MALCHUT, and all give off light. Whoever brings this about, brings 
himself to be saved in this world, and he shall have life in the World 
to Come. This is what is written: "but righteousness delivers from 
death" (Mishlei 11:4), and it also says, "but the path of just men is 
like the gleam of sunlight, that shines ever more brightly until the 
height of noonday" (Mishlei 4:18).
 

 

 
 
18. The standards 
Rabbi Shimon elucidates the vision of Ezekiel as found beginning in Yechezkel 1:19. He describes the standard and the army of the lion, with its 
dominating angel Michael.

100. "Make for yourself two silver trumpets..." (Bemidbar 10:1). 
Rabbi Shimon opened the discussion saying: "and when the living 
creatures moved, the wheels went by them. And when the living 
creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted 
up" (Yechezkel 1:19). "And when the living creatures moved"; they 
moved due to influence of the above. One may think that it is higher 
above. HE RESPONDS: No, down below. Just like this, the one is 
before the FOUR faces and the other after the FOUR faces.
 

 

101. A wind of the four winds IS ROBED in four compartments and 
four sides in the brilliance that was created that supports the 
illuminated countenances. Therefore, they are like the appearance of 
the living creatures, which are the four corners UPON WHICH the 
standards were unfurled, THAT ARE REFERRED TO AS lion, eagle, 
ox, man. These comprise the four dominating angels - WHICH ARE 
MICHAEL, GABRIEL, URIEL, RAPHAEL - and include everything, 
SINCE THESE FOUR ANGELS COMPRISE ALL THE LEGIONS IN THE 
HEAVENS.
 

 

102. The first standard is an armed camp THAT IS THE SECRET OF 
THOSE ABLE TO GO TO WAR FROM THE AGE OF TWENTY AND 
HIGHER. ITS LIVING CREATURE IS a lion. THE ANGEL IS Michael, 
recorded in the unfurled standard that is spread to the right side, 
AND ITS WIND IS the east - that is, the sunrise that follows its travels 
with its own light. Yofiel and Tzadkiel are appointed under him, THAT 
IS, UNDER MICHAEL, one for Torah and one to go to the marketplace.
 

 

103. When they travel, several armed camps move from the right 
side, and all are one; THAT IS, THEY ARE UNDER THE LEADERSHIP 
OF THE THREE ANGELS MENTIONED ABOVE. To the left side, the 
sun advances to shine and crowns them, THE CAMPS. Thousands 
and ten thousands are appointed under him and all are in awe and 
fear, trembling and shaking.
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104. The lion extends his right hand, gathers all the legions to him, 
and 370 lions surround that lion. He is in the center among them.
 

 

105. When that lion roars, the firmaments shake and all the legions 
and camps tremble from the fear of him. From that sound, the river 
Dinur goes up and descends in the 1,500 steps to Gehenom below. 
Consequently, all the wicked in Gehenom shake and burn in the fire. 
About this, it is written: "the lion has roared, who will not 
fear?" (Amos 3:8).
 

 

106. He roars a second time and 370,000 lions all roar. THE LION 
extends his left hand. All the Prosecutors below become fearful and 
are subdued under that hand. He spreads that hand over them and 
all are under him, as it says: "your hand shall be on the neck of your 
enemies" (Beresheet 49:8).
 

 

107. Four wings of each one of them all glow from white fire. All the 
countenances of a pomegranate and a blossom are impressed in the 
whiteness of that fire.
 

 

108. Four countenances to each individual one, on four sides. All 
shine in the whiteness of the sun. One to the east side shines with 
happiness. The one to the west side gathers its light. The one to the 
north side is dark, without any light, like the shadow of the sun in 
relation to the sun. The shadow is dark and the sun is bright, since 
the sun and the shadow are right and left, and go together. All the 
darkness goes along with it; all carry weapons of war.
 

 

109. All from right and left are in three heads, each head containing 
74,600. Those legions depart by the right hand that He raised over 
them, in addition to all those that are appointed below, which are 
under those rulers - the ones over the others, lower levels with 
higher ones, which are innumerable.
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110. The count of the second head that goes along with the first 
head contains 54,400, in addition to all those appointed below to the 
four sides which have no account. The third head that follows them 
has 57,400. The left travels in a way similar to how the right travels, 
and likewise from the front and from the back.
 

 

111. As soon as this first one moves and the Tabernacle is lowered, 
all the Levites sing their song and all those who praise are at its 
side. Then, it is written: "for the spirit of the living creatures was in 
the wheels" (Yechezkel 1:20).
 

 

 
 
19. The second standard 
Here we read of the standard and the army of the eagle, under the dominating angel Uriel.

112. The second standard, WHICH IS THE STANDARD OF THE CAMP 
OF REUVEN, is an armed camp. That is, MEANING IN THE SECRET 
OF THOSE ABLE TO GO TO WAR, OF TWENTY YEARS AND 
UPWARDS, IN THE ASPECT OF an eagle UNDER THE DOMINATION 
OF THE ANGEL Uriel, WHO RULES FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN. THE DIRECTION OF THE STANDARD'S 
TRAVEL IS TO the south side, WHICH IS THE RIGHT COLUMN AND 
CHESED. Two appointed are WITH URIEL, WHICH ARE Shamshiel 
and Chasdiel. This eagle ascends, with all the winged creatures 
before it. Many camps ascend from all directions, each individual in 
the strength of the sun.
 

 

113. The spirit of the inner spirit emerges. That spirit reaches the 
eagle and he raises his wings and covers his body, as it says, "does 
the hawk fly by your wisdom, and stretch her wings toward the 
south?" (Iyov 39:26). This eagle quarrels with the dove and the hawk, 
and all the winged birds are chirping and joyful. One from the front 
goes from the bottom upwards. Several birds go down and enter, 
chirping and joyful. They go and wander.
 

 

114. When he, THE EAGLE, travels, he extends his right wing and 
gathers all his legions, those 350,000 winged ones, in two bodies 
composed of the eagle and the lion together. When he raises a voice, 
all the others ascend and descend, whistling from their end from 
several grades.
 

 

115. Three heads are together in these camps, SINCE THREE 
TRIBES ARE IN THE CAMP OF REUVEN. All are in a special count, 
and the count of these heads IS AS FOLLOWS. One head is 46,500, 
THE CENSUS COUNT OF THE TRIBE OF REUVEN. The second head 
is 59,300, THE CENSUS COUNT OF THE TRIBE OF SHIMON. The 
third head is 45,650. THAT IS THE CENSUS COUNT OF THE TRIBE 
OF GAD.
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116. From the two sides, WHICH ARE EAGLE AND LION, 
MENTIONED ABOVE, two proclamations go forth to all the camps. 
When these two, THE SECRET OF THE TWO TRUMPETS, AS 
EXPLAINED, make their proclamation, the legions and camps, living 
creatures, and large and small animals all gather. Who has beheld 
the traveling of all the firmaments along with the camps before the 
Tabernacle, WHICH IS MALCHUT!
 

 

117. One of them, MEANING the one that comes from the lion's side, 
spreads his voice, MEANING THAT HE BLOWS WITH THE 
TRUMPETS A TEKIA, WHICH IS A MONOTONE SOUND - in order not 
to cause tremors in the sounds, HE BLOWS, BUT RATHER SIMPLE 
SOUNDS WITHOUT TREMOR. Then all these camps assemble, 
MEANING IN THE SECRET OF: "AND WHEN THEY SHALL BLOW 
WITH THEM, ALL THE ASSEMBLY SHALL ASSEMBLE THEMSELVES 
TO YOU" (BEMIDBAR 10:3). During the time the other calls, 
MEANING THAT HE BLOWS THE TRUMPETS UNDER THE RULE OF 
THE ONE COMING FROM THE EAGLE'S SIDE, the sound is broken 
and not simply elongated, MEANING IT IS THE SOUND OF A TRUAH. 
AND THEN all these camps of this eagle congregate to travel on their 
journeys, MEANING WHAT IS WRITTEN: "WHEN YOU BLOW AN 
ALARM, THEN THE CAMPS...SHALL GO FORWARD" (BEMIDBAR 
10:5). Corresponding to these TWO, WHICH ARE LION AND EAGLE, 
are two trumpets of silver, since as it APPLIES ABOVE, so it is all 
down below. Come and behold: when these travel, it is written, "and 
when the living creatures moved, the wheels went by 
them" (Yechezkel 1:19). This means those LEGIONS that congregate 
TO THE APPOINTED ARE REFERRED TO AS THE 'WHEELS', and as 
the head observes, MEANING THE CHIEFTAIN, so do all OBSERVE, 
NAMELY THE LEGIONS UNDER THEM.
 

 

 
 
20. The third standard 
This section describes the standard of the ox, under the dominating angel Gabriel. From here comes judgment of all the sins of the world. We learn 
that the supernal Torah is written in black fire on white fire, and are told of the four divisions of fire, water and wind.

118. The third standard, WHICH IS THE STANDARD OF DAN'S 
CAMP, IS THE FACE OF an ox, OF THE LIVING CREATURES, THAT 
IS, LEFT. OF THE FOUR ANGELS, THIS IS Gabriel FROM THE LEFT 
COLUMN, AND IT TRAVELS ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE 
TABERNACLE, WHICH IS LEFT. With GABRIEL, there are two 
appointed chieftains, Kaftziel and Chezkiel, SINCE GABRIEL 
CORRESPONDS TO DAN AND THE TWO APPOINTED CORRESPOND 
TO ASHER AND NAFTALI, WHICH ARE CONNECTED TO THE 
STANDARD OF DAN'S CAMP. This ox is from the left side. His horns 
ascend from between his two eyes. He observes angrily, and the 
eyes glow like a burning fire. He rams and tramples with his feet and 
has no mercy.
 

 

119. When this ox bellows, many battalions of damaging demons 
emerge from the hole of that great deep. All bellow and wander in 
front of him, and wrath and the bag that contains all the sins hang in 
front of him, since all the sins of the world are written in the book.
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120. Seven fiery rivers are drawn in front of him. When he is thirsty, 
he goes to the River Dinur (lit. 'of fire') and sucks it up in one draw. 
The river is refilled AGAIN as originally, and it is not false, MEANING 
IT IS NOT LIKE A FALSE SPRING WHOSE WATERS STOP. All these 
legions OF THIS OX, THE SECRET OF GABRIEL, draw up fire that 
consumes fire. If not for the fact that from the lion's side another 
river of water emerges, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF LIGHT OF 
CHASSADIM, which extinguishes their coals, the world would not 
have been able to endure THEIR JUDGMENTS.
 

 

121. The darkness of the sun, MEANING THE SHADOW, exists there 
IN THE LEFT COLUMN. The light is available and not available. Many 
Prosecutors wander and loiter in the dark, and that river that is 
burning ON THE LEFT SIDE is a dark black fire. You may think that 
here there is not a white fire, a black fire, a red fire, fire COMPOSED 
from two colors, MEANING GREEN. Do not think SO, since it 
certainly is like that. THE BURNING RIVER IS BLACK, and high 
above, IN BINAH, it is also so - THAT THE FIRE IS COMPOSED FROM 
FOUR FIRES. From there, it flows to these lower grades, BEFORE 
THE OX IN ZEIR ANPIN AND TO THE ANGEL GABRIEL IN MALCHUT, 
SINCE IN THEM, THE FIRE OF GVURAH IS COMPOSED OF FOUR 
FIRES.
  

122. We learned in what manner the SUPERNAL Torah exists. It is 
white fire, AND IS WRITTEN in black fire on white fire. The Torah 
exists in the two fires. Come and behold: there is one fire, MEANING 
THE LEFT COLUMN THAT IS REFERRED TO AS 'FIRE', and this 
divides into four FIRES, BEING COMPRISED OF FOUR ASPECTS, AS 
MENTIONED. ALSO, there is one water, WHICH IS THE RIGHT 
COLUMN REFERRED TO AS 'WATER', and it divides into four, 
INCLUDING FOUR ASPECTS. AND ALSO, the wind is one, WHICH IS 
THE CENTRAL COLUMN, and divides into four, MEANING IT IS 
COMPOSED OF FOUR ASPECTS, WHICH ARE THE THREE 
COLUMNS AND MALCHUT THAT CONTAINS THEM.
 

 

123. Three heads exist in these camps, CORRESPONDING TO THE 
THREE TRIBES OF DAN'S CAMP. Their count is one head of 62,700, 
WHICH IS THE CENSUS OF DAN'S TRIBE, AS MENTIONED IN THE 
SCRIPTURES. The second head is 41,500, AND THAT IS THE 
CENSUS OF ASHER'S TRIBE. The third head is 53,400, AND THAT IS 
THE CENSUS OF NAFTALI'S TRIBE and all the other levels that are 
spread out on their sides that have no count - MEANING THE 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN OF THESE THREE TRIBES THAT ARE NOT 
INCLUDED IN THE MENTIONED CENSUS. All are grades upon 
grades, except for some Prosecutors THAT ARE DRAWN FROM THE 
LEFT COLUMN, and which are below IN THE KLIPOT and are 
impudent like dogs and bite like donkeys - THOSE THAT ARE NOT 
INCLUDED IN THESE CAMPS OF THE LEFT SIDE. Woe unto those 
who are with them and whose Judgment is on the fourth side, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT, MEANING THAT THEY GET THEIR 
SUSTENANCE FROM MALCHUT.
 

 

 
 
21. The fourth standard 
The fourth standard is the face of man under the domination of the angel Raphael, and it brings healing. We read of two silver trumpets that break 
the judgments and subdue them.
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124. The fourth standard, WHICH IS THE STANDARD OF EPHRAIM'S 
CAMP FROM THE ASPECT OF THE LIVING CREATURES, IS THE 
FACE OF man. FROM THE FOUR ANGELS, IT IS Raphael, AND HE 
TRAVELS ON the west, SINCE ALL THESE ARE ASPECTS OF 
MALCHUT. With it is healing, SINCE on the side of man, the 
uppermost Judgment is contained in it and it is healed. He grasps 
the horns of the ox when that one wishes to bring him to the great 
depth, and he binds them so they will consume the world by fire. 
Following this, a thin small voice abides. Here the matter is very 
quiet, so that no syllable is heard.
  

125. On that side, IN MALCHUT, rests whoever rests, MEANING 
CHASSADIM OF THE RIGHT COLUMN. And whoever ascends 
elevates, MEANING THE ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH THAT IS IN 
THE LEFT COLUMN THAT SHINES IN AN ASCENDING MANNER 
FROM BELOW UPWARD. The sun, ZEIR ANPIN, is gathered to 
illuminate this area, WHICH IS MALCHUT. Therefore, IT IS WRITTEN: 
"When you blow an alarm (Heb. truah)" (Bemidbar 10:5) on the south 
side, WHICH IS THE RIGHT COLUMN IN THE ILLUMINATION OF THE 
CENTRAL COLUMN, AS MENTIONED. However, here IN MALCHUT, 
there is neither this nor that, THERE IS NEITHER TKIAH NOR 
TRUAH. HE ASKS: Why THE BLOWING OF THE truah? HE 
RESPONDS: THAT IS THE SECRET OF THE FORCE OF THE 
CURTAIN IN THE CENTRAL COLUMN that subdues to the north side, 
WHICH IS THE LEFT COLUMN, IN ORDER TO UNITE WITH THE 
RIGHT. IT WILL NOT SHINE ANY LONGER, EXCEPT FROM BOTTOM 
UP, AS MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY. Therefore, the north side is the 
rear OF ALL THE CAMPS, AS IS WRITTEN: "THE REARWARD OF 
ALL THE CAMPS" (IBID. 25). THAT IS BECAUSE IT IS ESTABLISHED 
THROUGH MALCHUT, AS MENTIONED NEARBY. THEREFORE, THE 
STANDARD OF EPHRAIM, WHICH IS MALCHUT, TRAVELS BEFORE 
THE LEFT COLUMN, WHICH IS THE CAMP OF DAN. AND THE CAMP 
OF DAN TRAVELS LAST.
 

 

126. Come and behold: there are two trumpets, since they are on the 
two sides we mentioned, from the east, WHICH IS THE CENTRAL 
COLUMN, and from the south, WHICH IS THE RIGHT COLUMN. They 
are prepared to break the Judgments and subdue them IN THE 
SECRET OF THE TRUAH, AS MENTIONED NEARBY. They are from 
silver, WHICH IS CHESED, and therefore, "also in the day of your 
gladness, and in your solemn days...you shall blow with the 
trumpets" (Bemidbar 10:10). This is not specific, which means both 
above and below IN THIS WORLD. Praised are the children of 
Yisrael, whom the Holy One, blessed be He, wishes to have honor, 
and He gave them the highest part above all other nations. The Holy 
One, blessed be He, praises Himself for them with the praises WITH 
WHICH THEY PRAISE HIM. This is what is written: "and said to me, 
'You are My servant, Yisrael'" (Yeshayah 49:3).
 

 

 
 
22. The Nuns 
Rabbi Elazar talks about the letter Nun that faces backwards in two places in the quoted verses. He says that when the Ark traveled the Shechinah 
traveled along and did not leave Yisrael; and just as She kept Her face turned back to the children of Yisrael the Nun that traveled with them turned 
back to them. Rabbi Shimon says that after the Ark came to rest and the people complained they caused Malchut to turn her back on them.
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127. "And it came to pass, when the Ark set forward, that Moses 
said..." (Bemidbar 10:35). Rabbi Elazar said: Here we must observe 
the letter Nun ? that is inverted, FACING backward here in two 
places, MEANING THE LETTER NUN THAT STANDS AT THE 
BEGINNING OF THE VERSE, "AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE 
ARK SET FORWARD..." AND AFTER IT. Why? One may think THAT 
IT ALLUDES to a bent Nun, as it is known that a bent Nun is the 
female, MEANING MALCHUT, and the straight Nun includes both 
male and female, WHICH ARE ZEIR ANPIN AND MALCHUT. We 
explained here THE BENT NUN, ABOUT WHICH IS SAID: "and it 
came to pass, when the Ark set forward, that Moses said, 'Rise up, 
Hashem;' " (Bemidbar 10:35); THAT ON THE BENT NUN HE SAID, 
"RISE." YOU MAY SAY, THEREFORE, THAT BOTH NUN'S WERE 
WRITTEN INVERTED, but IF SO, WHY WERE THEY turned again, 
FACING BACKWARD in this manner?
 

 

128. Come and behold: no Nun is mentioned in THE ALPHABETICAL 
PRAISE, "happy are they who dwell in Your house" (Tehilim 84:5) 
because THE NUN, WHICH IS MALCHUT, is in exile. The friends have 
explained it, since it is written about her: "the virgin of Yisrael is 
fallen; she shall no more rise..." (Amos 5:2). However, it is written 
above: "and the Ark of the Covenant of Hashem went before them in 
the three days' journey, to search out a resting place for 
them" (Bemidbar 10:33). As soon as the Ark traveled, the Nun was 
traveling above it, THAT IS MALCHUT, since the Shechinah was 
residing on the Ark. Come and behold: observe the love of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, for the children of Yisrael. Even though they 
diverged from the straight path, the Holy One, blessed be He, did not 
wish to forsake them. He always turns His face back to them, for had 
it not been so, they would never have been able to survive in the 
world.
 

 

129. Come and behold: the Ark was moving in front of them on a 
three day journey. The Nun, INDICATING THE SHECHINAH, traveled 
along and did not leave. Due to their love for Yisrael, He turned His 
face back TO YISRAEL, and She turned HERSELF around from the 
Ark - similar to a young deer that keeps turning her face back to the 
place she left when she goes forth. Therefore, when the Ark set 
forth, the Nun turned her face back towards the children of Yisrael 
and the shoulders of her body towards the Ark.
 

 

130. Therefore, when the Ark traveled, Moses said, "Rise up, 
Hashem," MEANING: 'Do not forsake us, and turn Your face toward 
us.' Then the Nun turned its front backward to us like this" , like one 
who turns his face to someone that loves him. When the Ark began 
to rest, she turned back her face from Yisrael and turned HER FACE 
toward the Ark. And she returned them completely.
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131. Rabbi Shimon said: Elazar, certainly it is like that, THAT THERE 
NEED TO BE TWO NUN'S, INVERTED, PRECEDING AND 
FOLLOWING, AS YOU SAID. However, FOLLOWING THE VERSE: 
"AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE ARK SET FORWARD," 
MALCHUT did not turn her face away from the children of Yisrael, 
MEANING THAT IT DID NOT CEASE ITS INFLUENCE FROM 
YISRAEL, AS RABBI ELAZAR SAID. If it had been so, then the Nun 
THAT IS WRITTEN would have been inverted like another NUN 
above, WHICH IS THE SECRET OF MALCHUT. This Nun is kept 
backwards, TOWARD YISRAEL, and that SUPERNAL one, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, is in a straight line with the Ark, MEANING THAT IT IS IN 
UNION WITH ZEIR ANPIN. SINCE IT IS PAIRED WITH ZEIR ANPIN, 
THEN MOST CERTAINLY HER FACE IS TOWARD YISRAEL AND NOT 
LIKE RABBI ELAZAR SAID.
 

 

132. It is definitely so THAT MALCHUT did not turn her face back 
FROM YISRAEL. What did it do when the Ark began to rest? Moses 
then said: "Return, Hashem," MEANING CEASE FROM THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHOCHMAH AND RETURN TO THE 
ILLUMINATION OF CHASSADIM OF ZEIR ANPIN. Then the Ark 
stayed, MEANING IT RESTED, and the Shechinah stood on the other 
side, MEANING ON THE RIGHT SIDE, WHICH IS CHASSADIM, 
RECEIVING THE FIRST THREE SFIROT OF CHASSADIM THAT IS 
THE SECRET MEANING OF 'FACE' FROM ZEIR ANPIN. She turns 
THAT face toward Yisrael and to the Ark, MEANING THAT IT FACES 
THE ARK TO RECEIVE CHASSADIM FROM IT, AND FACES YISRAEL 
TO BESTOW THEM WITH CHASSADIM THAT IT RECEIVES FROM 
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT. Everything is contained in Her, both 
the Ark and Yisrael. Only later, Yisrael caused MALCHUT TO TURN 
HER BACK ON THEM, as is written: "and when the people 
complained" (Bemidbar 11:1). THEREFORE, THE NUN IS INVERTED 
BETWEEN THE VERSES: "AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE ARK 
SET FORWARD," AND, "AND WHEN THE PEOPLE COMPLAINED."
 

 

133. Rabbi Elazar said: Whatever I said is derived from the book of 
Rabbi Yeba Saba the elder, who said that THE NUN IS FACING 
backwards on both sides of the verse. PRECEDING, "AND IT CAME 
TO PASS, WHEN THE ARK SET FORWARD," THE FACE IS TURNED 
TO YISRAEL, AND FOLLOWING, "WHEN THE ARK..." IT REVERSES, 
TURNING ITS FACE TOWARDS THE ARK AND ITS BACK TOWARDS 
YISRAEL. He said to him that he said it properly, THAT THE WRITING 
OF THE NUN'S SHOULD BE SO. However, what I said, THAT IT 
TURNED ITS BACK TO YISRAEL, IS NOT DUE TO THE REASON OF 
REST BUT RATHER DUE TO THE REASON OF THE FOLLOWING 
VERSE: "AND WHEN THE PEOPLE COMPLAINED." You will find this 
in the book of Rabbi Hamnuna Saba the elder, and it is most 
definitely so.
 

 

 
 
23. "Now the manna was like coriander seed" 
Rabbi Yosi gives two explanations of why the manna was like coriander seed.

134. "Now the manna was like coriander (Heb. gad) seed" (Bemidbar 
11:7). Rabbi Yosi said: "GAD SEED" HAS THE SAME MEANING AS, 
"RAIDERS (HEB. GEDUD)," NAMELY to establish seed and armies in 
the land, as it is written: "Gad, shall gather a regiment" (Beresheet 
49:19). As the seed of Gad took their portion in another land, 
MEANING ACROSS THE JORDAN RIVER, the manna similarly 
descended to rest on the children of Yisrael outside the Holy Land, 
NAMELY IN THE DESERT.
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135. Another explanation: "like coriander seed," means LIKE A TYPE 
OF coriander seed that is white and freezes when it comes down 
through the air, and is absorbed in the body. The friends have 
already explained this. "And its color was like the color of 
bdellium" (Bemidbar 11:7), which is like that crystal that is white, 
similar to the right above, WHICH IS CHESED AND IS REFERRED TO 
AS 'WHITE'.
  

 
 
24. "Kill me, I pray You, out of hand" 
Rabbi Shimon tells Rabbi Yitzchak that Moses was addressing the place where death prevails; he was speaking to the Tree of Death, thus he used 
the feminine form of "You". God granted him his wish to die by not letting him enter the Holy Land. It is therefore ill advised for a person to curse 
himself when he is angry because his curse will come true. Rabbi Shimon points to Moses' total humility, and that he ascended over all the elevated 
prophets.

136. Rabbi Yitzchak said: What is the difference here, why did Moses 
speak in the preceding verse, as if talking to a female, as written: 
"and if You (fem. form) deal thus with me" (Bemidbar 11:15), USING 
THE FEMININE GENDER? He should have used the masculine term. 
HE RESPONDS: He was referring to the place where death prevails, 
and that area is of the female, MEANING MALCHUT. Therefore, he 
said: "kill me, I pray You, out of hand" (Ibid.) since this is the Tree of 
Death, and we have already explained that death is not present in the 
Tree of Life, ZEIR ANPIN. THEREFORE, HE COULD NOT POSSIBLY 
SAY TO IT, "KILL ME, I PRAY YOU, OUT OF HAND." He consequently 
turned HIMSELF AWAY FROM THE TREE OF LIFE and spoke to the 
Tree of Death, MALCHUT, saying, "You (fem.)," and did not use a 
masculine gender. That was how he was supposed to say it, SINCE 
MALCHUT IS A FEMALE.
 

 

137. Immediately, "Hashem said to Moses, 'Gather to Me seventy 
men...'" (Ibid. 16). The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him: 'You ask 
for death all the time, so here, have it.' "And I will take of the 
spirit..." (Ibid. 17). Come and behold: here, Moses became aware that 
he would die and would not be able to enter the Holy Land, since 
Eldad and Meidad prophesied this.
 

 

138. Therefore, it is ill advised for a person to curse himself when he 
is angry, since many ADVERSARIES are standing by to accept such 
speeches, MEANING THAT HIS CURSE WILL COME TRUE. At 
another time, WHEN MOSES requested death AT THE EPISODE OF 
THE GOLDEN CALF, SAYING, "BLOT ME, I PRAY YOU, OUT OF 
YOUR BOOK WHICH YOU HAVE WRITTEN" (SHEMOT 32:32), they 
did not accept it from him because it was all for the benefit of the 
children of Yisrael. This time, he said it out of pressure and anger, 
and therefore they accepted. Therefore, Eldad and Meidad remained 
IN THE CAMP and said that Moses would be gathered to his people 
and Joshua would usher the children of Yisrael into the land.
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139. Therefore, Joshua came to Moses and was jealous of Moses, 
but Moses was not concerned about his own honor. Consequently, 
JOSHUA said: "my Master, Moses, restrain them" (Bemidbar 11:28). 
What is meant by, "restrain them"? It means to hold them from such 
speeches, SO THAT THEY WILL NOT COME TRUE, as it says, "so 
the people were restrained from bringing" (Shemot 36:6), and, "the 
rain from heaven was restrained" (Beresheet 8:2). THE MEANING OF, 
"WAS RESTRAINED," is actual restraining, but Moses did not wish 
to. Come and behold: contemplate the humility Moses had. It is 
written: "envy you for my sake..." (Bemidbar 11:29). Praised is 
Moses's lot, in that he ascended above all the elevated prophets. 
Rabbi Yehuda said: All the other prophets in relation to Moses are 
like the moon in relation to the sun.
 

 

 
 
25. "Yet the Elohim does not give him power to eat of it" 
The rabbis discuss how hard-hearted people are in that they pay no attention to the matters of the higher world. Rabbi Shimon says that one eats in 
this world the fruits that he merits, and the capital, his soul, is kept for him in the higher world so that he can gain with it the higher life above. But 
for whoever contaminates himself and does not deprive his soul or body of anything, the Tree of Life is not available for him to eat from. Rabbi Aba 
says that when Moses saw that the people complained about the manna he saw that this blemished his own perfection and he could not bear to see 
his own wretchedness. It was considered that descending from a higher to a lower level was like death.

140. Rabbi Aba was sitting one night studying Torah. Rabbi Yosi and 
Rabbi Chizkiyah were present with him. Rabbi Yosi said: How hard-
hearted are the people that they do not pay attention to that world's 
matters at all. Rabbi Aba said: It is the evil in the heart which infects 
all the organs of the body that does this to them. He opened the 
discussion saying, "there is an evil which I have seen under the sun, 
and it is heavy upon men" (Kohelet 6:1). "There is an evil which I 
have seen"; that is the evil force in the heart that wishes to rule this 
world's matters and does not pay attention at all to the matters of 
that world.
 

 

141. HE INQUIRES: Why is the heart evil? HE RESPONDS: The verse 
following proves this: "a man to whom the Elohim has given riches, 
wealth..." (Ibid. 2). This verse is difficult, since it says, "so that he 
lacks nothing for his soul of all that he desires" (Ibid.). Why then 
does it say, "yet Elohim does not give him power to eat of it" (Ibid.), 
seeing that he is not lacking for anything himself? HE RESPONDS: It 
is because it is a secret and all of King Solomon's sayings also have 
other meanings hidden under their dress. They are like sayings of 
the Torah that don stories pertaining to THIS world.
 

 

142. Come and behold: It is necessary to look at the garment, WHICH 
ARE WORLDLY STORIES, MEANING THAT ALTHOUGH YOU 
CANNOT UNDERSTAND THE VERSE OUT OF ITS SIMPLE CONTEXT, 
this verse says this. When a person goes about in this world, the 
Holy One, blessed be He, gives him riches in order to merit the 
World to Come, and he will have the capital OF HIS MONEY left over 
for himself. What is that capital? That MONEY that endures 
FOREVER. That is a place in which to store the soul. He therefore is 
required to leave behind him that capital, and this capital will be 
received by him after departing from this world.
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143. This principal capital is the Tree of Life of that world, WHICH IS 
ZEIR ANPIN, but is not present in this world, except for the fruits that 
come out of it. Therefore, one eats in this world the fruits that he 
merits, and the capital is kept for him in that world to gain with it the 
higher life above.
 

 

144. For he who contaminates himself and is carried away after his 
own GOOD, and does not deprive his soul and body of anything, that 
tree stays, WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN. But he does not place it in front of 
him with awe, so as to receive it above. Then, "yet Elohim does not 
give him power to eat of it" and will not allow him to gain this wealth. 
Certainly, "a stranger eats it" (Ibid.), as is written: "he may prepare it, 
but the just shall put it on" (Iyov 27:16). Therefore, a person needs to 
merit and gain in that world through that which the Holy One, 
blessed be He, gives him. Then he eats from it in this world, and the 
capital remains by him for the other world, so that he will be tied up 
in the bundle of life. Rabbi Yosi said: Most certainly, IT IS SO.
 

 

145. Rabbi Yosi also said that it is written: "and if you deal thus with 
me, kill me, I pray You, out of hand" (Bemidbar 11:15). HE INQUIRES: 
Did Moses, who was the most modest in the world, allow himself to 
get killed just because the children of Yisrael were demanding from 
him food to eat? Why? Rabbi Aba said: I have learned this matter 
and it is a great secret. Moses did not get angry for himself and did 
not ask to be killed on account of Yisrael's demand TO EAT MEAT.
 

 

146. Come and behold: Moses was united above and he exceeded in 
matters while no other prophet was united. When the Holy One, 
blessed be He, told Moses: "Behold, I will rain bread from the heaven 
for you" (Shemot 16:4), Moses rejoiced and thought, 'I will now 
certainly acquire this perfection, since in my merit the manna will be 
available to the children of Yisrael.' As soon as Moses noticed that 
they again descended to another level and demanded meat, saying, 
"and our soul loathes this miserable bread" (Bemidbar 21:5), he 
thought, 'My level is deteriorated, since for my sake Yisrael ate 
manna in the desert. Here I am blemished, Aaron is blemished, and 
Nahshon the son of Amminadab is blemished,' SINCE AARON AND 
NAHSHON WERE ATTACHED TO THE RIGHT AND LEFT OF MOSES.
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147. Therefore, he said: '"And if you deal thus with me, kill me, I pray 
You, out of hand," since I have become as a female, WHICH IS 
MALCHUT, regarding her food, MEANING WITH THE MEAT THAT 
THEY WERE DEMANDING. I came down from the heaven that is the 
highest degree, MEANING ZEIR ANPIN, DUE TO THE FACT THAT 
THEY LOATHED THE BREAD OF HEAVEN, to go down to the level of 
the female, TO THE CONSUMPTION OF MEAT. YET I am superior to 
all prophets of the world' - SINCE ALL PROPHETS USED 'COH' IN 
THEIR PROPHECY, WHICH IS FEMININE, AND MOSES USED THE 
TERM 'ZEH', WHICH IS ZEIR ANPIN, REFERRED TO AS 'HEAVENS'. 
Therefore, he said, "and let me not see my own 
wretchedness" (Bemidbar 11:15). IT WAS surely CONSIDERED like 
death to descend to the lowest level, SINCE DESCENDING FROM 
ONE LEVEL TO THE OTHER LEVEL IS CONSIDERED FOR ONE LIKE 
DYING.
 

 

 
 
26. "Gather to Me seventy men" 
Moses was given the seventy men to assist him so that he should not become blemished and so that they would shine from his illumination. We are 
told that God loved Moses more than any other prophet in the world since his prophecy came without any intervention.

148. "And Hashem said to Moses, 'Gather to Me seventy men of the 
elders of Yisrael'" (Bemidbar 11:16). 'They are present here to be 
given other food,' THAT DOES NOT COME FROM HEAVEN, WHICH 
WAS THE LEVEL OF MOSES, 'and you will not be blemished in your 
level.' Therefore, "I will take of the spirit which is upon you, and will 
put it upon them" (Ibid. 17). What is the reason? Because they 
became united with the moon, WHICH IS FEMALE, and there was a 
need for the sun, WHICH IS THE DEGREE OF ZEIR ANPIN AND THE 
LEVEL OF MOSES, to illuminate upon her. Therefore, I "will put it 
upon them," so they will shine from the sun, BEING THE LEVEL OF 
MOSES, like the illumination of the moon THAT COMES FROM THE 
SUN. Hence, this food, MEAT, did not come through Moses, BUT 
RATHER THROUGH THE SEVENTY ELDERS, in order that he should 
not become blemished AND BE REQUIRED TO DECLINE FROM HIS 
LEVEL, AS MENTIONED.
 

 

149. Praised is the lot of Moses that the Holy One, blessed be He, 
wished his honor. About him, it is written: "let your father and your 
mother be glad..." (Mishlei 23:25). "...your father..." is the Holy One, 
blessed be He, and, "your mother," is the Congregation of Yisrael, 
WHICH IS MALCHUT. "And let her who bore you rejoice," refers to 
Moses' mother below. The Holy One, blessed be He, loved him more 
than any other prophet in the world, SINCE HIS PROPHECY came 
without any intervention, as it is written: "with him I speak mouth to 
mouth" (Bemidbar 12:8). We have explained it in several places.
 

 

 
 
27. The Holy Name of eleven letters 
Rabbi Shimon tells us about the eleven letters in the Hebrew sentence, "Heal her now, El, I pray You," and says that Moses prayed such a short 
prayer so as not to burden God too much with his own family concerns. God wished for the glory of Moses because He always prefers the honor of 
the Just to His own honor. We are reminded that in the World to Come God will avenge the humiliation that was inflicted on the children of Yisrael, 
and he will make Yisrael happy with the gladness of Zion.
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150. "And Moses cried to Hashem, saying, 'Heal her now, El, I pray 
You'" (Bemidbar 12:13). This has already been explained. This is the 
secret meaning of the Holy Name of eleven letters, MEANING THE 
ELEVEN LETTERS THAT ARE IN THE WORDS: "HEAL HER NOW, 
EL, I PRAY YOU." Moses did not wish to pray further because he did 
not wish to encumber the King too much with his own family. That is 
why the Holy One, blessed be He, wished for the glory of Moses. The 
Holy One, blessed be He, always prefers the honor of the just to His 
own. In the World to Come, the Holy One, blessed be He, will avenge 
the humiliation that the idolatrous nations inflicted on the children of 
Yisrael, and He will make Yisrael happy with the gladness of Zion, as 
is written: "therefore they shall come and sing in the height of 
Zion..." (Yirmeyah 31:11). Then, "to Zion a Redeemer shall 
come..." (Yeshayah 59:20).
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