
The Ad-Hoc Leaders of Harlem &
The Residents of Greater Harlem
c/o Community Pride
157 W. 122nd St.
NY NY 10027

Jay Walder
CEO & Chairman, MTA Board
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
347 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10017-3739

Feb. 3, 2010

re: MTA cuts to service announced Dec. 2009

Dear Chairman Walder,

We, the residents of Harlem, stand together with the students who protested 
Dec. 28, 2009; we stand together with New Yorkers who protested at rallies of Jan. 5, 2010; and we
stand with all New Yorkers who will be most deeply affected by the proposed cuts, namely the
disabled, the elderly, late-night workers, weekend workers, and students.

We call on the MTA, the City of New York, and New York State to work together on a solution to the
funding deficit and avert these service cuts. City Council, along with transportation advocates, has
already proposed an alternate budget plan. The prerogative must be to find a solution. To do otherwise
would be unconscionable, leaving the most vulnerable among us stranded.

As a city, New York cannot afford these cuts. Public transportation is the lifeblood of this great city.
Cuts to service will directly impact the economic, social and cultural life of New York City. The city only
functions through its people, their access to it and to each other.  

As residents of the greater Harlem neighborhood, we would be directly affected as follows:
-Elimination of student fare cards would cause grave financial hardship to our families and send a

negative message to our children.
-Elimination of the M18 would leave Malcom X Blvd, from 110th to 116th Streets, as well as Convent

Ave, without any bus service,.
-Elimination of overnight service on the M1 bus would leave central Harlem's 5th and Madison

Avenues without any bus service. 
-In general, elimination of overnight service will provide no alternative to late-night subway travel,

discouraging general ridership, and would create hardship on late-night workers. 
-Increasing wait times on weekend subway service would create hardship on weekend workers.

 In our call to maintain current MTA services and avert the proposed cuts to service , we have gathered
the attached lists of resident supporters.  Please do not leave us stranded.

Sincerely,

The Ad-Hoc Leaders of Harlem & The Residents of Greater Harlem

cc: Governor David A. Paterson, Mayor Michael Bloomberg,  NYC City Council Speaker Christine Quinn, MTA NYC Transit
President Thomas F. Prendergast, MTA Bus Company President Joseph Smith, Congressman Charles B. Rangel, State
Senator Bill Perkins, State Senator Malcolm Smith, Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer, NY City Council Member
Inez Dickens,  Community Board 10 Chair: Franc Perry, NYC Transit Riders Council Chair Andrew Albert, Straphangers
Campaign Coordinator Cate Contino


