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The Robert and Mary Church Terrell House and Le-
Droit Park Museum and Cultural Center (MCT) plans 
to host a day-long forensic challenge and seminar dur-
ing Black History Month to continue its programming 
of activities designed to preserve the Terrell legacy.  
The event will be held on Saturday, February 20, 
2010, from 11am – 3pm at Howard University’s 
Blackburn Center and the theme will center on the de-
bate prominent in the late 19th, early 20th century be-
tween proponents of vocational education, as espoused 
by Booker T. Washington, and the proponents of col-
lege preparatory education, as supported by W.E.B. 
Dubois.   This was a debate that was widespread 
among educators of African Americans following the 
Civil War and the emancipation of previously en-
slaved blacks.  It took center stage within educational 
policy circles of jurisdictions that were developing 
instructional programs for black children for many of 
whom formal education had been previously out-
lawed. 
 
Mary Church Terrell and her husband, Judge Robert 

Heberton Terrell debated these issues among them-
selves, and found themselves supporting proponents 
on different sides of the debate. Had she been alive, 
Mary Church Terrell would have been fully engaged 
in this debate, and as the first black female school 
board member in the U.S., she had the opportunity to 
weigh in on these issues.  This project is designed to 
give high school and college students an opportunity 
to explore these issues as they were raised in the his-
torical debates, apply them to their 21st century setting, 
and reflect upon them as these issues relate to their 
own lives. 
 
The Terrell House Board has chosen to sponsor this 
challenge because it sees this debate’s two approaches 
to education as having contemporary relevance in 
Washington, D.C. as well as nationally.   Education is 
a key priority in Washington, and Chancellor Rhee has 
an ambitious agenda to improve performance at all 
school levels.    The expansion of school choice 

(Terrell continued on page 2) 

by Courtney Stewart and Del McFadden  
The mental health of teenagers has sharply declined in the 
last 20 years and the chances that 12-18 year olds will have 
behavioral problems such as lying, stealing and being dis-
obedient, have more than tripled.  Looking at the District’s 
current array of youth related services, there is a lot to be 
desired on the drug addiction and Mental Health side. Of 
course there are a lot of programs that provide these ser-
vices for youth but what are the outcomes? How many 
youth do they serve? And what vehicles do they use to 
bring youth to the table? As a person who engages youth 
on a daily basis, I have become familiar with the culture 
and know that the phrase “Mental Health” is like garlic to 
vampires. Mental Health is taboo to this population, par-
ents and grandparents included. The need for a more tai-
lored Mental Health initiative is greatly needed but I rarely hear the decision makers address the issue from 

(Youth continued on page 5) 

WHO WE ARE 
 
We, the members of the Pleasant Plains Civic 
Association, along with our partners at the 
Emergence Community Arts Collective and Men-
toring Works 2, are forming the Pleasant Plains 
Neighborhood Network to work together with 
you, our neighbors, to build an active, vibrant, 
compassionate and prosperous neighborhood 
that we will all be proud of. If you would like to 
continue receiving this newsletter, call (202) 462-
2285 or email sylvia@ecacollective.org. 
 
Darren Jones, President of the Pleasant Plains 
Civic Association 
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through D.C.’s voucher pro-
gram and the proliferation of 
charter schools underscore the 
lengths to which the city is 
willing to go to provide alter-
native instructional program-
ming for its students.   In addi-
tion, two schools, one voca-
tional and one technical, have 
recently been renovated for 
students who may or may not 
want to pursue a college pre-
paratory path. 

 
This event is also designed to provide scholars and edu-
cators with an opportunity to reflect upon the various 
approaches to instructional programming, while high 
school and college students debate these approaches, 
learn more about the Terrells and their legacy, and hone 
their writing and oratorical skills as well.  The program 
will include students from McKinley Tech and Duke 
Ellington High Schools, Howard University and the 
University of the District of Columbia.  It will also in-
clude Dr. Gregory Carr, Dr. Charlene Drew Jarvis,  Dr. 
Debra Newman-Ham, and Ms. Anita Berger as panel-
ists to set the tone for the event.  To further engage the 
students and adult audiences, the day will include a 
short theatrical performance by Dior Brown, and end 
with a poetry slam that invites participants to craft spur
-of-the-moment poetry based on outcomes of the day-
long activities.  The goal is to encourage scholars and 
students to consider a broad range of ways our youth 
can stay competitive in the U.S. and global communi-
ties.  Visit http://marychurchterrellhouse.org for more 
information and registration. 
 
The event is free and 
open to the community 
thanks to the sponsorship 
of the Humanities Coun-
cil of Washington DC, 
PNC Bank, Howard Uni-
versity, the Robert and 
Mary Church Terrell 
House and LeDroit Park 
Museum and Cultural 
Center (MCT), ANC 1B, 
and Councilmember Jim 
Graham.  

(Terrell continued from page 1) 
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Over the next few years Georgia Avenue will see a 
new CVS, a senior wellness center, new apartment 
units, a grocery store, a new theater, a trolley car line 
and many more projects that are being considered.  
The Georgia Avenue Community Development Task 
Force was formed to ensure that the needs of the cur-
rent residents and businesses don’t get lost in the 
process.  Task Force membership is open and consists 
of all stakeholders in the development of Georgia 
Avenue. We will meet twice a month, on the 2nd 
Monday and the 4th Wednesday of each month.  Our 
February 8th meeting was postponed due to the 
weather and a new date will be announced soon.    
At this meeting the Research committee will sum-
marize the many existing plans for Georgia.  At 
the following meeting, February 24th, city officials 
will be invited to update the community on the 
status of the plans and the priorities that are set 
for Georgia Avenue development.  The goal of the 
Task Force is to research the current needs of the 
community on Georgia Avenue and prepare a devel-
opment plan that will: 
 
 Meet the needs of current residents, ensuring that 

adequate affordable housing and services will be 
provided 

 Meet the needs of current businesses, ensuring that 

they continue to thrive as development progresses 
 Preserve the social and cultural fabric of the com-

munity 
 Encourage all populations to engage in the com-

munity, including HU students, seniors and youth 
 Capitalize on the current assets in the community 
 Draw new residents and businesses to the area 
 
At our January 4th meeting, the group created the fol-
lowing committees: 
 
 The Research Committee is looking into previous 

planning that was done on Georgia Ave and the 
status of those plans,  

 The Strategy Committee will evaluate the best way 
to influence the decision making processes as we 
solidify our vision, 

 The Administration Committee will manage the 
documentation, meeting arrangements, website, 
mailing lists and funds for the Task Force, 

 The Outreach Committee will devise strategies to 
ensure all stakeholders are included in the process 
using surveys, Twitter, Facebook, door-to-door 
canvassing and other methods, 

 The Funding Committee will research ways to fund 
this effort. 

 
Volunteers for these commit-
tees are welcome.  Even if 
you don’t have time to serve 
on a committee, you can still 
be of assistance by helping 
with outreach, meeting space, 
technical support, translation 
and copies.   To find out 
more about the Task Force or 
to volunteer to help, you can 
call Sylvia Robinson at (202) 
462-2285.  All meeting min-
utes and material that has 
been produced to date can be 
reviewed at the ECAC—733 
Euclid St. NW or found 
online at http://
sites.google.com/site/
pleasantplainsdc/task-force . 
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Student Spotlight 
Andre Lee 

 
by Randell Bradford-El  
Andre Lee is a sixteen year old junior at Booker T. 
Washington Public Charter School. He has received 
various awards throughout his time at Booker T., in-
cluding Honor Roll, Perfect Attendance, and Most 
Improved. Andre is very confident and personable. 
He also is very mature, able to communicate, and 
make friends with different kinds of people, young, 
and old. Andre is a conscientious student, always 
looking for opportunities to challenge him and grow. 
This year, Andre has joined the Mayor’s Youth Pro-
gram and is balancing school and extra-curricular ac-
tivities. He is a responsible member of his community 
and family, making time to contribute to making the 
world a better place starting with right here, right 
now. He is this type of person due to the many influ-
ences in his life. One of these many influences is 
Mentoring Works2, Inc. This program helps him pass 
most of his obstacles in and out of school. Mentoring 
Works2 plays a big role in Andre’s life. Due to the 
program Andre is no longer at-risk youth. 

 
Fashion: What to Wear on these Wonderful  

Winter Days?  
By Simone Ellison 
Wondering what to wear on these wonderful winter 
days? Well, the winter is not quite over yet and the 
students at Mentoring Works 2, Inc. continue dress-
ing accordingly. For the ladies, layering is in style. It 
starts with a simple cami t-shirt, or a long sleeved 
shirt, overlapped by a cardigan with jeans or leggings. 
Since it is still cold out, the ladies cover up with 
Northface and Columbia coats or large button Pea-
Coat. The young ladies’ footwear is Polo boots, shoe 
boots of a variety of different styles, Northface boots, 
Ugg boots, New Balance tennis shoes, and more. To 
top it all off, the ladies are accessorizing their outfits 
with bangle bracelets, knit hats & scarves, long neck-
laces and hoop earrings. 
 
The young men are keeping themselves warm as well, 
with Northface and Columbia coats. In addition, they 
are sporting Pea-Coats and bubble vests as well as Ed 
Hardy, Ralph Lauren, Express, Black Label, Coogi, 
and other brands of shirts and sweaters. On their feet, 

they keep it stylish 
with Nike boots, New 
Balance tennis shoes, 
Timberland boots, 
Northface boots, Crea-
tive Recreation sneak-
ers, and Jordans. We 
continue to have drop-
ping temperatures and 
students want to stay 
warm; therefore, the 
layering, boots, and 
down jackets have 
managed to stay in sea-
son. 
 
Stay tuned in for the 
styles of Spring 2010 
at Mentoring Works2, 
Inc. and all of Wash-
ington, DC. 
 

The Mentoring Works 2 Youth 
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The Mentoring Works2 Community Center is a 
501 (c)(3) nonprofit corporation which provides 
the kids of our community a safe and nurturing 
environment. Started in June 2006, MW2 is dedi-
cated to transforming the lives of at-risk youth 
through mentorship, tutoring and training. The 
center targets youth through group and one-on-
one interactions with dedicated mentors and role-
models. 
 
Located at Georgia Avenue and Harvard Street 
NW, Mentoring Works2 works with kids from our 
community each day from 3:30 PM to 8:00 PM. 
Its tutors and volunteers help kids with their 
homework, listen to their concerns, and take them 
on field trips. The kids who use the center attend 
several different schools including Bell, Cardozo 
and Dunbar high schools, Garnett Patterson and 
Lincoln Middle schools, as well as various public 
charter schools. 
 
Since Mentoring Works2 began working with 
kids in our community youth violence has gone 

way down. We no longer see the daily muggings 
and shootings that used to plague our neighbor-
hood. That is because MW2 has identified the 
kids who need services most, and has worked 
with DC social services agencies to get assistance 
for them and their families. 
 
Mentoring Works2 needs financial support 
from organizations and individuals to continue 
its work. Money is needed to fund the center’s 
computer lab, for field trips, and for meals and 
snacks for the kids. We ask you to support MW2 
by giving generously. Because MW2 is a 501 (c)
(3) nonprofit organization, your contributions are 
tax deductible. 
 
Please help us to continue to provide needed ser-
vices to the kids of our community. We invite you 
to visit the center at 2828 Georgia Avenue to 
speak with the kids and with our staff, and to see 
the programs we offer to the community.  You 
can also visit www.mentoringworks2.org or call 
202-232-4669  

Support the Work of Mentoring Works 2 

this view.  Youth who join gangs or who exhibit sub-
culture behaviors do not surprise me because it is a 
direct response to the years of neglect and depriva-
tion. My question to the reader is will we continue to 
neglect our youth to the point of no return? Rap mu-
sic, violence, sexually explicit content lays just a 
click away. We have engineered a society where 
youth don’t fear consequences and the jails serve as 
training grounds for the novice criminal. Parenting is 
a thing of the past; we have been launched into the 
future where latch key kids are raised by 400 chan-
nels of cable and Grand Theft Auto. 
The rate of emotional problems among youth such as 
PTSD, depression and anxiety has been on the rise, 
leading to truancy, drop-out, robbery, drug use and 
gang activity. Recently in the Pleasant Plains 
neighborhood there has been a rash of home inva-
sions in which students (HU) living in the rental 
properties in the community are being held at gun-

point  while would be robbers ransack their living 
space taking everything from laptops to televisions. 
MPD has made an arrest in the case but we have to be 
more conscientious of what is happening - good, bad 
or indifferent - with our youth. Although it appears 
these criminals were just a little older, what does this 
tells us about what is brewing right under our nose?  
There is a living breed of the “blind leading the 
blind” among our young people. Peer pressure is at an 
all time high, so much so that youth walk in packs, 
usually 5-6 at a time, they wear their clothing a cer-
tain way, sagging jeans or skinny jeans and Northface 
outerwear, they talk a certain way, using their own 
coded language which pushes them further from 
mainstream society. They pretty much become de-
pendent on one another building a false sense of trust, 
temporary shelter and food. Many of these youth are 
left to plot and plod their way through our neighbor-
hoods with limited survival skills and no real sense of 
belonging to anything or any place.  This is where the 

(Youth continued from page 1) 
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The Community Criminal Justice Accountability Initiative and Court Watch are working to close the DC 
criminal justice system's "revolving door." Crimes, particularly violent crimes, committed by repeat offenders, 
are very prevalent--we can all do more to prevent repeat offenses. In response to a shooting where violent re-
peat offenders were responsible, CCJAI began in April 2009 with the support of MPD Chief Cathy Lanier, 
Ward One Councilmember Jim Graham, and many others. Since then, our partners, stakeholders and volun-
teers have participated in tracking over 250 criminal cases in Columbia Heights, and over 30 Community Im-
pact Statements have been submitted to the Courts at sentencing. Court Watch, in MPD's 5th District, has been 
successful in intervening in serious criminal cases through focused activism, particularly a 2008 murder case. 
5D's Court Watch and CCJAI are joining forces, to help spread community involvement in criminal case track-
ing throughout the District. 
 
Community Members: Please Volunteer! 
 
1. Attend trials and court proceedings 
2. Make phone calls regarding specific cases 
3. Write community impact statements 
 
Our next CCJAI/Court Watch planning meeting will be Wednesday, February 17, 2010 at 6:30 PM at the 
MPD 5th District Police Station, 1805 Bladensburg Road NE, Washington, DC 20002. Please join us if you 
are interested in getting involved. 
 
New Community Impact Statement Legislation and Upcoming Meetings 
 
Through submitting Community Impact Statements, community members who are not the direct victim of the 
crime can request consideration at sentencing in criminal cases. Many crimes, such as drug dealing, affect the 
safety, quality-of-life, and prosperity (property values, losses from thefts, etc.) of our families and neighbors. 
Violent crimes such as home invasions or armed robberies can make us fearful in our own neighborhoods and 

even in our own homes. To formalize the 
process for community input to the courts, 
there is new proposed legislation. On 
Monday, February 8, 2010, at 10:30AM, 
the DC Council Committee on Public 
Safety and the Judiciary is scheduled to 
hold a public hearing on B18 - 
"Community Impact Statement Amend-
ment Act of 2009." For more details, 
please see the DC Council's Calendar. 
 
To volunteer for CCJAI/Court Watch, 
please contact Cecilia Jones, President of 
the Northwest Columbia Heights Commu-
nity Association (NWCHCA): 
nwchca@gmail.com. For more informa-
tion about NWCHCA and CCJAI, please 

visit: www.nwchca.org.  

Closing The Revolving Door 
Information about CCJAI, Court Watch, and Ways to Get Involved 

The Criminal Justice Public Forum drew over 130 people on January 25th 
Photo by Steven Conn 
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The current economic 
recession precipitated by 
the housing crisis and 
compounded by the bail-
outs to the banks has 
alerted people to the fact 
that the formal economy 
is no longer reliable.  Difficult times call for intro-
spection and often drive change.  One of the options 
in dealing with a struggling formal economy is to 
strengthen the local economy.  It is ideal to have a 
healthy local economy in the best of times but the 
momentum to strengthen one increases during times 
such as the one we find ourselves in right now.  To-
wards this end a local grassroots organization, 
Ecolocity, has taken the initiative in issuing a new 
currency, the Potomac.    
  
Research by the UK based New Economy Foundation 
has shown that local money stays in the community 
and benefits it up to three times more than money 
spent at a mega-chain supermarket.  Transactions 
with local currency bring local trade into public 
awareness, as a result of which residents can make 
more informed choices when they shop.  There is the 
added incentive of binding the community to-
gether.  Local residents identify with the currency 
with pride building/raising community spirit.   
  
The primary focus of Ecolocity is to convert Wash-
ington, DC into a Transition town based on the Tran-
sition Initiative.  The goal of the Initiative is to build 
community resilience in response to the challenges of 
peak oil, climate change and economic crisis.  Local 
currencies are amongst the most visible tools to pro-
mote the localization and de-carbonization objectives 
of Transition.  Businesses transacting in local curren-
cies are more likely to buy from local suppliers thus 
reducing the distance that goods have to travel.  This 
results in further strengthening of the local economy 
and reduces the overall carbon footprint of the com-
munity.   
  
Potomacs are modeled on the Berkshares presently in 
circulation in Berkshire, MA.  They are pegged to the 

US Dollar.  The exchange 
rate for one Potomac is 95 
cents when being issued 
and redeemed.  It is 
traded at par, one for 
one.  Five local busi-
nesses currently trade in 

Potomacs.  Discussions with other businesses are un-
derway.   
  
The Potomac is envisioned as being part of the 
Greater Washington Exchange.  This would comprise 
all of the currencies in the DC Metro area including 
the Anacostia Hour and any other local currencies 
that come into existence.  The Exchange is currently 
not incorporated but will ultimately be a 501(c)
3.  The board will include alternative economists, non
-profits and community banks.   
  
The attempts to fix the formal economy at the na-
tional level continue to be mired in politics dominated 
by mega banks deemed to big to fail.  Communities 
threatened by this destabilization can reinvigorate 
themselves by having their own currency.  Issuing the 
Potomac is an attempt to insulate the DC metro area 
from the shock of the recession while building a sense 
of community.  More information on Ecolocity and 
the Potomac can be found at ecolocity.ning.com.  

Potomacs To The Rescue 
Introducing A New Local Currency For Washington, DC 

 

YOUR AD HERE 
  

Generate business with door-to-
door and on-line exposure while 
supporting the Pleasant Plains 
Neighborhood Network.  Ads 
start at $20 for a business card.  
For more information email syl-
via@ecacollective.org or call 
(202) 462-2285. 
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Meetings 
  
Wednesday February 3rd at 7:00pm: Parkview United 
Neighborhood Coalition meeting at the Parkview Recreation 
Center (693 Otis Street NW, corner of Otis and Warder).  
  
Thursday February 4th at 7pm: Advisory Neighborhood Com-
mission 1B monthly meeting at the Reeves Center – 2000 14th 
St. NW 2nd Floor. 
 
Monday February 8th from 6:30-8:30pm: Meeting of the 
Georgia Ave. Community Development Task Force at the Cesar 
Chavez PCS – 770 Kenyon St. NW.  All are welcome. 
 
 Wednesday February 10th from 7-9: Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 1A monthly meeting at Harriet Tubman ES—3101 
13th St. NW. 
 
Saturday February 13th from 12-2: The Pleasant Plains Civic 
Association meeting at Banneker Recreation Center – 2500 
Georgia Ave. NW. 
  
Wednesday February 17th at 7pm: Police Service Area 304 
meeting at the Josephine Butler Parks Center - 2437 15th Street 
NW. 
 
Wednesday February 24th: Meeting of the Georgia Ave. Com-
munity Development Task Force  
  

Activities 
  
Saturday February 13th at 3:00pm: Mother—Daughter Book 
Club for girls 12-14 and their moms at Sankofa Video and 
Books—2714 Georgia Ave. NW. 
   
Sunday February 14th and 28th at 3:00pm: Yes, I Can Read 

2—Children’s storytelling series at Sankofa Video and Books—
2714 Georgia Ave. NW.   
 
Thursday February 18th: Opening of Sankofa Gallery with 
local visual artists and sculptors 
 
Saturday February 20th from 9-12: Community Beautifica-
tion with Mentoring Works 2.  Meet at 2828 Georgia Avenue 
NW. 
 
Saturday February 20th from 11-3: Terrell Forensic Chal-
lenge (see story page 1) at Howard University’s Blackburn Cen-
ter 
  
Tuesday February 23rd at 6:30pm: Mentoring Works 2 Com-
munity Focus Group Meeting—2828 Georgia Avenue. 
  
Every Tuesday from 7-9pm: Ecolocity DC meets at the ECAC 
– 733 Euclid St. NW to discuss environmental issues. 
   
Every Saturday from 5-6pm: Al-Anon Meeting at the 
ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW 
  
Every Saturday from 8:00-9:00am: Fitness Class at the 
ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW 
  
Every Thursday at 5:00pm: Community Outreach at Mentor-
ing Works 2—2828 Georgia Ave. NW 
  
Every Thursday from 7-8pm: Codependents Anonymous 
Meetings at the ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW. 
 
Every Friday at 6pm: Spelling Bee contest at Mentoring-
Works2 open to all—2828 Georgia Ave. NW 
  
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7:00am: Beginning Tai Chi—
Morning classes at the ECAC—733 Euclid St. NW.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The U.S. Census Bureau is recruiting temporary, part-time census takers for the 2010 Census. These short-

term jobs offer $20/hour, flexible hours, paid training, and reimbursement for authorized work-related ex-
penses, such as mileage incurred while conducting census work. Best of all, census takers work right in 
their own communities.  A Census Bureau representative will be at the Emergence Community Arts Col-
lective  at 733 Euclid St. NW on Saturday February 6th from 5-7pm and February 13th from 11-1pm ready 
to do job testing.  Applications and sample tests can be picked up at the ECAC beginning Wednesday Feb-
ruary 3rd.  Two forms of ID are needed to apply.  

 
 Chavez Prep (grades 6 – 8), a tuition-free College-Preparatory & Public Policy Middle School at 770 Ken-

yon St. NW, Washington, DC, is now accepting applications.  For more information or to learn about our 
Open House dates, visit www.chavezschools.org or call (202) 723-3975. 

 
 The United Negro College Fund Inc., a 65-year-old nonprofit currently headquartered in Fairfax County, is 

looking to join Radio One Inc. in moving its headquarters into a planned development in the District's 
Shaw neighborhood. But the group is looking for some financial help from the city to make the deal hap-
pen. Mayor Adrian Fenty and his economic development team, headed by Deputy Mayor Valerie Santos, 
proposed a 10-year tax property tax abatement for UNCF worth around $3.8 million. 


