
The Nicene Creed 

 
 

An icon depicting the Emperor Constantine I and the Church Fathers with a copy of a later version of the Nicene Creed 
 

Who wrote it? The Nicene Creed was written by a group of bishops and other church leaders who met in Nicaea, 
a city in the Roman province of Bithynia not far from Constantinople, to resolve disputes concerning 
the nature of Jesus, the correct date of the celebration of Easter, and other matters.  As many as 1,500 
people may have attended.     

 
When was it written? The Council of Nicaea, as this meeting has become known, was officially convened by the Emperor 

Constantine I in 325 CE.  It is considered to be the first ecumenical (from the Greek word meaning 
worldwide) council in church history.        

 
Why was it written?   The Council of Nicaea, and the creed that it produced, were primarily concerned with the teachings of 

Arius (d. 336 CE?), a leader of the church in Alexandria, and his supporters regarding the 
relationship between the Father (God) and the Son (Jesus).  The Arians believed:  

 
• Because of the doctrine of monotheism (belief in only one God), the Father and the Son 

could not be completely identical to one another 
o While “Christ is special, and even sole agent by which creation and salvation are 

accomplished,” he is not technically God  
o The Son may be homoiousi os (of similar substance) to the Father, but not 

homoou sio s (of the same substance) to the Father   
• In order for the Son to successfully redeem humanity, he became completely human; therefore 

he was distinct from, and had limited knowledge of, the Father     
 
What does it say? The text of the Nicene Creed reflects the victory of the Homoousians (those who believed in the 

complete union of Father and Son) over the Arians: 
 

• The opening lines of the creed describe the Son as “from [or “out of”] the substance of the 
Father” and “of one substance [homoou sion] with the Father”  

• The concluding lines condemn anyone who believes that the Son is not eternal or has a 
different nature than the Father   

 
What happened next? Ultimately, only two bishops who attended the Council of Nicaea refused to agree to the creed.  As 

punishment, they were banished to  the province of Illyricum, north of Greece, along with Arius 
himself.   However, many bishops, emperors, and ordinary Christians continued to embrace Arian 
views, and the movement was not completely eliminated until the very end of the fourth 
century, or perhaps even later.           


