
• The Corinthian spiritualists (the “strong”) were exercising their freedom without 
considering the consequences for their weaker brethren; thus while Paul can 
acknowledge their slogan that all things are lawful, he adds that not all things are 
helpful 

o Love takes precedence over freedom; the needs of the community take 
precedence over the needs of the individual  

• Paul seems to rule out Christian participation in pagan banquets (one cannot drink 
the cup of the Lord and that of demons), but states that Christians must refrain from 
eating meat in another’s home only if they are explicitly informed that it has been 
sacrificed to an idol  

• Beginning with the eleventh chapter, Paul takes up a series of issues relating to 
Corinthian worship  

o Behavior of Christian women in worship 
 An important text in the history of the tradition, as it has been used 

to mandate the covering of women’s heads in the modern church and 
also to appeal to the superiority of men over women in an 
ecclesiastical setting  

 Paul is clearly opposed to the practice of women uncovering their 
heads during worship 

• It was common for women to cover their heads in this public 
during this period, particularly in the Mediterranean; women’s 
hair was thought to be sexually provocative  

• It is likely that the actions of these women were religious in 
nature, intended to transcend gender  

o Gal. 3:28 
 Paul quotes this egalitarian formula in 1 Cor. 

but omits the portion regarding lack of male 
or female in Christ  

• Paul’s comment that the husband is the “head” of the wife is 
actually an appeal to the creation narratives of Genesis; the 
word which the NRSV renders “head” (kephale) could be 
more accurately rendered “source”; thus the elimination of 
these distinctions should be left up to the source (God) 

o The admonition to women to cover their heads 
“because of the angels” likely refers to a common 
Jewish apocalyptic view that God had appointed 
angels to safeguard certain aspects of the world  

 For Paul, differences between men and women can be attributed to 
God’s own design; the genders are equal  

• The comment that women should be silent in the churches 
contradicts Paul’s previous assumption that women are 
speaking and prophesying in worship, and his equality 
between the sexes; thus it appears to be a textual 
interpolation   

o Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
o Exercise of spiritual gifts  



 The Corinthian spiritualists were particularly attached to the ecstatic 
experience of speaking in tongues, and dominated worship services 
with it 

 Paul responds that there are many spiritual gifts, and none is superior 
to another  

• Glossolalia is important to nonbelievers as a symbol of the 
power of the spirit, but within the community it is relevant 
only when interpreted for the benefit for all present  

• The subject of 1 Cor. 15 is resurrection, both of Jesus and other believers; 
apparently, some members of the community had been denying the prospect of a 
future resurrection of the dead 

o “Over-realized eschatology”: the transformation brought by membership in 
the Christian community was the resurrected life  

o Paul points out, however, that people continue to die, which would not be 
the case in a resurrected state  

o “Eschatological schedule”: Christ as the “first fruits” of a resurrection which 
will be realized in full at a later time      


