
• The author of John clearly possesses a radically different vision from that of the 
synoptic gospels 
• Geographical setting 

 Matthew, Mark, and Luke situate much of Jesus’ ministry within the 
region of Galilee; the Johannine Jesus, however, moves throughout 
the country, including several journeys to Jerusalem  

• Chronology  
 The synoptic gospels indicate that Jesus’ ministry lasted for 

approximately one year (only one Passover celebration is mentioned); 
John mentions three, and possibly four, such celebrations  

 The Last Supper, which is a Passover seder in the synoptic gospels, is 
not a seder in John  

• Content  
 Most of the events which occur in John are unattested in the synoptic 

gospels, and vice versa  
• Major omissions 

o Baptism of Jesus 
o Temptations of Jesus 
o Parables  

 Very few individual statements from Jesus; 
mostly long discourses (i.e., soliloquies)   

o Controversies over the Torah 
o Institution of the Eucharist 
o Anxiety from Jesus concerning his death 

• Major additions 
o Miracles (e.g., the “wine miracle” at Cana) 
o The “farewell discourse” 

• Contextualization of shared material 
o The cleansing of the Temple, which in the synoptic 

gospels leads to his arrest and execution, occurs in 
John 2 and is utterly unrelated to the passion  

 Unlike the other canonical gospels, which emphasize the kingdom of 
the God as the focal point of Jesus’ teachings, the Johannine Jesus is 
primarily concerned with self-revelation 

• The very phrase “kingdom of God,” which occurs frequently 
in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, occurs exactly twice in John  

o Synoptic catchphrase: “The kingdom of God is 
like…” 

o Johannine catchphrase: “I am…” 
• The differences between John and the other canonical gospels were noted in antiquity 
• The gospel may be roughly divided into two major sections 

• Chs. 2-12 
 Revelation of Jesus’ identity to the larger populace (i.e., the Jews)  

• Chs. 13-20 
 Revelation of Jesus’ identity to his own immediate followers  

• The gospel also contains a prologue (ch.1) and an epilogue (ch. 21) 
 Prologue 



• The gospel begins not in the Galilee or even in Judea, but at 
the very creation of the universe 

• Jesus is designated as the Logos 
o The term had a rich history in Greco-Roman 

philosophical and religious thought 
o It may be translated in a variety of ways: 

 Thought 
 Idea  
 Reason  
 Plan 

o Stoicism and Platonism associate the term with the 
divine mind  

o The Hebrew Bible speaks of the creation of the word 
via God’s dabar (spoken word) 

 Later Jewish writings associate the wisdom of 
God with the divine word (e.g., Proverbs)  

 The word is the mode of creation and 
revelation  

• Various themes which are developed throughout the narrative 
are introduced in the prologue  

o “The light shines in the darkness” 
 This theme is developed in the first major 

section of the gospel (also known as the 
“Book of Signs,” as it is centered upon seven 
miracles as explications of Jesus’ identity) 

 The more Jesus reveals himself, the less it 
comprehends him (the ironic element of the 
gospel)  

o “He was in the world, but the world did not know 
him” 

 The gospel indicates that the gospel prefers 
ignorance to understanding 

 The reader is placed in a privileged position, 
fully aware of the ironic character of the 
narrative 

o “He came to his own people, but they did not receive 
him” 

o “To all who received him… he gave the power to 
become children of God” 

o “He came in flesh and dwelt among us”   
 Epilogue  

• The epilogue was added to the gospel at a later point, as it 
speaks of the author in the third person      


