
• It is not surprising that the account of Jesus found in Luke is similar to that of Mark and 
Matthew, as it uses Mark as a source and likely shares another common source with 
Matthew (Q) 

• Luke provides a birth narrative for both Jesus and John the Baptizer (who is described as 
Jesus’ cousin); he also supplies resurrection stories which are different from those of 
Matthew, and are also singularly distinctive  

• Luke should not be considered as a gospel in the same sense as the other canonical 
gospels, as it was originally the first portion of a two-volume work (together with the 
Acts of the Apostles) 

o Luke himself characterizes his work as a “narrative”  
• The preface to the gospel is implicitly critical of the gospels which have come before, 

and feels that it is a better, more thorough presentation 
o The author considers himself to be a historian 

• Heavy use of speeches and recitations throughout both volumes of 
the work 

o Style and content of these speeches are compositions of the 
author, and are crafted to assist the reader in the 
comprehension of the  

• The only gospel in which the events of Jesus’ life and ministry are 
placed within a larger historical context 

o The gospel begins “in the days of Herod,” with a Roman 
census 

o John the Baptizer’s career is linked to the reign of Tiberius 
and the governorship of Pontius Pilate 

• Nevertheless, it is important to note that Luke is not a purely 
objective historian; he exercises some significant editorial control 
over his content  

• The geographical scheme of Luke is an important key to its intrinsic meaning  
o The gospel moves inexorably towards Jerusalem; the Acts of the Apostles, 

towards Rome 
• This geographical move is paralleled by the proclamation of Jesus’ 

message to the Jews, their essential rejection of it, and the subsequent 
deliverance of the message to the Gentiles 

o The travel narrative which occupies only one chapter in Mark (ch. 10) 
reaches ten chapters in Luke (chs. 9-19); much of the material from Q is 
inserted at this point  

• The very fact that Luke anticipates a continuation of the narrative beyond the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus suggests a dampening of the eschatological fervor displayed in 
other works such as Mark  

o Only in Luke does Jesus remain with the disciples from forty days, and only 
here does Jesus ascend at the conclusion of this period (twice; at the end of 
Luke and the beginning of Acts)  

• Possibly a literary move to get Jesus “off the stage” so that the story 
of the nascent church may be taken up  

• Other key themes 
o Luke undoubtedly appreciated Jesus’ Jewish roots, but presents him as a 

universal savior  



• The Lukan Jesus explicitly cites historical examples of prophets who 
are dispatched to the Gentiles (Elijah and Elisha; Luke 4) 

• Jesus’ descent is traced to Adam, the first human being, not to 
Abraham, the first Jew (as in Matthew) 

• Jesus dispatches seventy (or seventy-two) disciples, a reflection of the 
number of nations thought to exist in the world, rather than twelve, a 
reflection of the tribes of Israel (again as in Matthew) 

o The spirit takes a particularly direct role in this gospel and larger narrative  
• Present at the conception of Jesus 
• Given up by Jesus at the time of his death (one of the “last words” of 

Jesus) 
• Bestowed upon the followers of Jesus in the familiar Pentecost 

pericope  
o Women are much more prominent in Luke than in the other gospels 

• Luke 8: those with Jesus include the Twelve and many women “who 
provided for them out of their own resources,” a statement which 
suggests that these women were supporting the ministry financially  

• Also: the protagonist of the birth narrative is Jesus’ mother; the story 
of Mary and Martha (ch. 10); Jesus’ lament over the “daughters of 
Jerusalem” (ch. 23); the presence of women at the tomb is retained; 
etc.  

o Luke contains a very strong concern for outcasts and other marginalized 
individuals  

• Divergence from Matthew’s interpretations of the Beatitudes 
o “Poor” rather than “poor in spirit” 
o “Hungry” rather than “hunger and thirst after righteousness” 

o Prayer is another particularly key element  
• The spirit descends upon Jesus not during his baptism itself, but as 

he is praying following the event 
• The disciples are selected only after prayer 

• While there are good reasons to speak of Matthew as the most Jewish of the gospels, 
there are equally good reasons to speak of Luke as the most Gentile of the gospels         


