
• According to the synoptic timeline of Jesus’ ministry, he is arrested and executed 
after spending approximately one week in Jerusalem  

o Roughly one-third of Mark is devoted to a single week of Jesus’ life; the 
statistics are comparable for Matthew and Luke  

o Unlike the sketchy, episodic flavor of other pericopes, the passion narratives 
are richly detailed 

 A reflection of the interest of the early Christian community in the 
suffering and death and Jesus    

 A strong theological tendency  
• Allusions to Jewish scriptures, particularly surrounding the 

crucifixion scene  
o Few direct quotations 

• The preoccupation with the events of Jesus’ final days may also be attributed to the 
need for the early Christian community to explain his death, particularly with regards 
to his messiahship  

o No conception of a suffering or dying messiah in Judaism of the period  
• The gospels indicate that Jesus travels to Jerusalem to meet his end  

o Example: the Lukan Jesus states explicitly that no prophet may perish away 
from Jerusalem  

o This is certainly a retrospective view, however, and there are alternative 
explanations for Jesus’ visit  

 The festival of Passover 
• A logical time and place for the continuing proclamation of 

the imminent kingdom, as all adult males were expected to 
travel to Jerusalem for the festival  

• A possibility that the kingdom would initially itself here?   
• According to the synoptics, Jesus enters the Jerusalem as a king, and is hailed as such 

by the surrounding crowd 
o If this event is historical, it seems strange that the Roman forces within the 

city would not have immediately intervened  
 Additional garrisons installed during Passover, as it was a traditionally 

inflammatory event  
o Therefore it seems likely that the entry was not as grand and as politically 

inflammatory as the gospels would have us believe  
• While the image of Jesus “purifying” the Temple may appeal to modern impressions 

of Jewish/Christian relations, it does not comport with our picture of ancient 
Judaism  

o Temple cult was ordained by God  
o Worship could not be conducted without the proper coinage (without 

images) and animals 
o With these facts in mind, it seems more appropriate to serve as a symbolic 

act representing the destruction of the Temple in the new age  
 Deeply offensive to many Jews , particularly the members of the 

priestly party  
• Again according to the synoptics, the traditional “Last Supper” was a seder meal, 

celebrated by Jesus with his disciples  



• Surprisingly, the gospels are not reluctant to reveal Jesus’ uncertainty and anxiety in 
the hours immediately before his arrest 

• The gospels give divergent accounts of the array of hearings which occurred before 
his execution; there was likely a hearing before the Sanhedrin (not a trial) which 
resulted in an official complaint presented to the Romans  

o Nighttime trials and immediate verdicts do not seem to have been allowed 
under Jewish law  

o No other messianic pretenders are known to have been tried by the 
Sanhedrin 

• The gospels depict the Jews as the primary culprits in Jesus’ death 
o The Barabbas narrative  

 No significant indication of historicity; Pilate does not otherwise 
show any regard for Jews  

• Crucifixion was originally an Asiatic (Persian) punishment; victims could last for days 
upon the cross before succumbing to hunger and thirst, or asphyxiation (the body 
could no longer support itself, leading to the collapse of the diaphragm)  

o Victims could be affixed to the cross by nails or by ropes 
• The fact that Jesus was executed on political grounds is reasonable, given his 

message of the coming kingdom and its implicit threat to Roman rule      


