
• Mark may be roughly divided into two major sections: a collection of miraculous and 
powerful deeds and a narrative of Jesus’ suffering and death  

• Mark presents Jesus as the Jewish messiah, albeit in three separate messianic rubrics; 
an emphasis is placed upon the second of these (the suffering messiah) 

o The secret messiah 
 The reader is informed of Jesus’ identity in the opening verses; the 

other characters of the narrative, however, do not possess this 
information, and are constantly attempting to understand him  

 Repeatedly, when a character receives a glimmer of insight, Jesus 
orders him to be silent—as if he is attempting to operate incognito 

 The gospel also includes Jesus’ surprising declaration that parables 
are used not to instruct the people, but to confuse them; historically 
this cannot be accurate, or else Jesus would not have gained any 
significant following as a teacher  

 The disciples consistently misunderstand Jesus’ teachings and 
intentions—so much so that it seems absurd 

 Scholars have recognized that the theme of secrecy is an editorial 
device employed by the author  

• Because of Jesus’ status as an unexpected kind of messiah, he 
could only be understood as such after his death; thus it is to 
be expected that he went largely unrecognized during his life 

o The only fully legitimate confession of his person is 
given by the centurion after his death: “truly this man 
was the Son of God”  

o The suffering messiah 
 Although Mark identifies Jesus as the messiah, he did not perform 

any of the functions normally associated with this office  
• Triumph over Israel’s political enemies and reestablish the 

temporal kingdom  
o Indeed, most Jews apparently interpreted Jesus’ death 

by crucifixion as an indication that he was not the 
true messiah  

• Exercise judgment at the end times 
 Mark depicts Jesus as undergoing suffering and death by his own 

choice  
• Jesus is aware of his coming betrayal, and those who will be 

associated with it 
 The resurrection is understood to be a definitive proof of his 

messianic status  
• Although these events are not include within the Markan 

narrative itself, statements to this effect are placed on Jesus’ 
lips   

 This paradigm may have resonated with its readers, particularly if 
they were themselves suffering some form of persecution and/or 
ostracism   

o The coming messiah 



 Throughout the gospel, Jesus makes statements which indicate some 
of those present during his ministry will not die before the final, 
conclusive coming of the kingdom of God; the fact that this did not 
prove to be the case may have caused the addition of passages which 
state that no one knows the time of the arrival of the kingdom other 
than the Father  


