
• Common themes of “post-biblical Judaism”:  
o Monotheistic conviction 
o Selection of children of Israel as chosen people and formation of contractual 

relationship with them 
o Creation and use of Torah as practical manifestation of above contractual 

relationship 
• Among the many attributes of post-biblical Judaism, two are particularly important for 

the study of early Christianity: 
o Eschatology 

 Expectations of the future and the ultimate ends of human history and the 
divine will 

 Jewish eschatology was deeply rooted in ancient Israelite prophecy  
• Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah, etc.   
• The prophets themselves, however, were not in the business of 

prophesying events centuries in the future; they were primarily critics 
of their own cultural contexts  

o Right action leads to the bestowal of divine blessings; wrong 
action leads to judgment  

o No prophetic awareness of the end of history or the world  
 Apocalyptic eschatology developed to resolve the apparent contradiction 

between the biblical attestation of Israel’s chosenness and her historical 
subjugation by a long line of imperial powers “cognitive dissonance”), 
beginning with Jerusalem’s destruction at the hands of the Babylonians  in 
587 BCE 

• Usurpation of the world by demonic powers, before the eventual 
reestablishment of divine control  

o History is understood as a continual “downward slide” away 
from God 

 Present age is evil and corrupt; future age will result in 
purification and perfection of the world (often by 
cosmic battle, final judgment, etc.)  

• Apocalyptic literature normally is highly symbolic and communicates 
much if not all of its message in code   

• Apocalypticism was adopted in a limited form by the Pharisees and 
others, but was not the only eschatological viewpoint within post-
biblical Judaism   

o Messianism 
 Based upon a belief in the messiah (“anointed one”) as a divine agent who 

would be responsible for the restoration of Israel to her former glory 
 Before its exclusive application to a future figure, several individuals are 

described as  anointed ones  of God in the Hebrew Bible,  and even a non-
Israelite Cyrus the Great) 

 Some post-biblical Jews did not possess messianic expectations; those who 
did held a wide variety of understandings as to what the messiah would be 
like  

• Davidic ruler (in the mold of the 10th c. military leader and monarch 
who led Israel at the height of her glory) 



• Multiple messiahs working in tandem  
o Qumran: Messiah of Israel  (political)and “Messiah of Aaron”  

(priestly); somewhat surprisingly, the latter of these figures 
takes precedence 

• Prophetic messiahs  
o A “prophet like Moses” 
o Elijah  

 Particularly faithful to God 
 According to the Hebrew Bible, did not suffer death 

but was taken up directly to God 
• “Son of Man” 

o In the apocalyptic literature, not a human figure but a 
supernatural being      

 All of these types are eventually applied to the person of Jesus of Nazareth 
by early Christian writers and thinkers  

 None of these messianic figures were characterized by humiliation, rejection, 
etc.     


