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The NegaTiviTy of JokiNess

The חכמים say, that ליצנות (mockery) is a negative trait and is 
forbidden. יונה  is one who is always לץ explains that a  רבינו 
involved in idle talk, mocks others, and ridicules  what they do 
and say. This מדה comes from a lack of יראת שמים and from 
.פריקת עול

(פירוש רבינו יונה על משלי)

The חכמים say that one ליצנות can undo the effect of a hundred 
reproofs.

(ראה דרך חיים ט,ג)

 דוד During the time of .ליצנים say that every generation has חז"ל
 ,scoffers would stand by his windows and taunt him, "Dovid ,המלך
when will the Beis Hamikdosh be built? When are we going to 
the house of Hashem?" דוד המלך would say that although these 
people have come to anger him, he rejoices that they talk of the 
.בית המקדש

(ירושלמי ברכות, פ"ב ה"א)

 attempted to gain the Yidden's support קרח describe how חז"ל
against משה רבינו using ליצנות. Gathering a crowd, he told them 
a 'story': "In my neighborhood, there was a widow who lived 
with her two daughters and owned a field. When she wanted to 
plow, משה רבנו warned her not to plow with an ox and donkey 
together, and when the earth was ready to be planted, he came 
to tell her not to plant כלאים. When the harvesting season 
arrived, the widow was instructed to put aside לקט, שכחה and 
 משה רבנו ,and after the produce was processed into flour ,פאה
reminded her to give תרומה and מעשר, which she did. To ease 
her burden, the widow decided to sell the field and buy two 
lambs, hoping to be able to enjoy the profits of their wool. When 
the lambs gave birth, אהרן came to ask for the firstborn, saying 
that this is what Hashem has instructed. The time came to shear 
the animals, and אהרן came again, asking for the wool that was 
shorn first. Completely frustrated, the widow cried out, "I have 
no more energy for this man! I will just shecht the lambs and eat 
them." Once they were shechted, אהרן asked for certain parts 
of the animals, and hearing this, the widow complained, "Even 
now that I've shechted the lambs, I have no peace. I give them 
up to Hashem (חרם)." אהרן said, "Now it is all mine, for Hashem 
said that all חרם belongs to me." He took the animals and left 
the widow crying with her two daughters." And this is how קרח 
ridiculed everything holy…

(ילקוט שמעוני פ' קרח)

Once, the Alter Rebbe was told that some chassidim were 

ridiculing those not of אנ"ש. The Alter Rebbe sharply rebuked 
them and wrote: "ושלום  should you consider yourselves חס 
better than others, claiming that 'only our group is holy', for 
all Yidden are holy." The Alter Rebbe went on to describe the 
negative effects of ליצנות which can bring suffering and death 
…and whenever in doubt, one should be machmir ,ר"ל

(אג"ק אדה"ז ע' קפג)

The Mitteler Rebbe writes that although ליצנות is not an actual 
 because עבירה it is worse than that. When one does an ,עבירה
his יצר הרע wins him over or even due to a lack of belief that 
Hashem is watching, it is likely that he will do Teshuva. However, 
a person who takes everything lightly will not easily do Teshuva. 
Although he may not have evil intentions, it is the complete 
opposite of יראת אלוקים, and he therefore is unable to see the 
.or accept reproof שכינה

(דרך חיים ט', ג')

The ouTcome of ליצנות
The Gemara says that scoffers are amongst those that do not 
merit to see the Shechina.

Rebbi Elozor said: Whoever mocks, suffering will come upon him. 
The Gemara relates how Rava would plead with some of the חכמים 
not to scorn so they be spared יסורים. Regarding one who speaks 
this way, Rav Katina said: that His sustenance is lessened. And Rebbi 
Shimon Ben Lakish said: that He will fall in גהינום.

(עבודה זרה י"ח ע"א)

One מוצאי שבת in the year תרנ"ו, a wealthy businessman from 
Bagdad decided to celebrate his great success. To enliven the 
party, he invited Nissim the לץ, a comedian who used humor 
to mock others. Standing on the table and holding a cupful of 
 Nissim made all sorts of gestures and told jokes, filling the ,משקה
hall with noisy laughter. He was offered a piece of fish, and ate 
from it while continuing to amuse the crowd, when suddenly, 
a large bone got stuck in his throat. Not knowing how to assist 
him, the onlookers helplessly watched as Nissim turned blue and 
then fell to the floor, lifeless. Horrified, the גביר screamed in 
panic, for he would now be blamed for the comedian's death! 
One of the participants suggested they place Nissim upstairs, in 
front of Saadia the Doctor's door, and so the guests schlepped 
the dead comedian to the second floor, knocked on the doctor's 
door and hurried away.

Saadia, hearing the knock, came to the door, but because it was 
dark, did not notice the man lying on the floor and tripped over 
Nissim's feet, causing them both to roll down the steps, one over 
the other. Recovering from the fall, he looked at the other fellow 
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and gasped; by tripping over this man and making him fall, he 
had killed him! Not wanting to be punished for murder, he stood 
the body against a nearby wall and left.

The tailor, still busy working at this late hour, suddenly noticed 
someone looking into his window and was overcome with fear; 
perhaps a thief was trying to break in? He ordered him to leave 
immediately, but when there was no response, he took a hot iron 
and threw it, hitting the dead Nissim on the head and knocking 
him down. Seeing the body collapse, he was mortified, thinking 
that he had killed a man! Not wanting to be caught, he dragged 
the body into the street and stood him up against a tree.

Soon after, a drunkard passed by and thought this man was 
laughing at him, so he took his bottle of whiskey and hit Nissim 
on the head, causing the dead body to fall to the ground. At that 
moment, a police officer was walking by, and seeing what the 
drunkard had done, arrested him. The news spread around town 
that in two days the drunkard would be hung for having killed 
Nissim the comedian. Feeling guilty, the rich businessman, the 
doctor and tailor, each on their own, went to the police to admit 
that in truth, it was they who had killed Nissim. The judge was 
unsure how to pass judgement. Never had he encountered such 
a strange situation, that four people should admit to killing one 
man! He went to seek the advice of the Rov, the בן איש חי.

The day of the courtcase arrived and many gathered to see how 
this episode would be resolved, when the judge proclaimed his 
verdict, "Nissim the comedian has caused his own death through 
his mockery, and has received all four punishments that Yidden 
could have gotten during the time of the Beis Hamikdosh. All 
four men are free from punishment." The judge concluded, "This 
was the wisdom of the Rabbi, Rav Yosef Chaim."

(ספר אהבת חיים)

Reb Yakov, the grandson of the tzaddik Reb Aharon of Strashela, 
a great talmid of the Alter Rebbe, once came to a city and 
davened with great התלהבות and many motions, as he usually 
did. Seeing this, an observer chuckled to himself, and from that 
moment on, he was stricken with laughing attacks, laughing for 
hours without let-up, until he felt that he was going to pass out. 
He went to doctors, but they were unable to find a cure and 
could not fathom from where such a sickness came. Once, this 
man commented to his father that it had all begun after he had 
laughed at Reb Yakov. The father rushed to the tzaddik, and with 
tears in his eyes, begged forgiveness for his son and asked that 
this sickness be taken away. Reb Yakov responded, "I also find it 
amusing…" and the man was healed from his laughing attacks.

(שמועות וסיפורים ח"ג ע' 235)

When the מהרי"ן (Reb Yisroel Noach), the Tzemach Tzeddek's 
son, would travel through cities in Russia, the local Yidden would 
come to receive his brochos. Once, a Yid who was adverse to 
chassidim wanted to make a mockery of the מהרי"ן, so although 

he already had a number of children, he presented himself as a 
childless man and requested a brocho. The מהרי"ן responded, 
"Oy! It's truly not good to leave this world without children…!" 
Unfortunately, all this man's children died during his lifetime.

(ימי חב"ד)

The Gemara says that there is one type of ליצנות which is good, 
the mockery of עבודה זרה and all other negative things.

Eliyahu Hanovi and the השקר  of the ba'al gathered on נביאי 
 would light on fire, thus proving מזבח to see which הר הכרמל
that their way of life is the correct one. The נביאי השקר called 
out to their עבודה זרה asking that their מזבח be lit, but nothing 
happened. Eliyohu Hanovi poked fun at them, saying, "Cry 
out loudly! Maybe he is conversing or sitting in the bathroom; 
perhaps he is sleeping and you will wake him up…"

(ע"ז מ"ו ע"א, ]צדקת הצדיק אות רס[, מלכים א יח,כו ופרש"י)

DealiNg wiTh mockers

Rabbi Akiva would say: Don’t spend time among לצים, so that 
you not learn from their ways.

הקדוש  instructed his children: Don't live in the city of רבינו 
Shechantziv, for its is inhabited with לצים, and you might learn 
from their ways.

(אבות דרבי נתן פרק כ"ו, פסחים קי"ב)

The Rambam writes: One who is interested in cultivating proper 
behavior, should keep away and not speak to לצים. For the 
scoffers and רשעים start with foolish talk, eventually coming to 
speak derogatively about Tzaddikim. This leads them to speak 
of the נביאים and find fault in their words, and in the end they 
come to speak against Hashem himself.

(הל' טומאת צרעת בסופו)

At one of the government gatherings together with the השכלה, 
the Maskil Mr. Stern began speaking negatively regarding the 
learning of קבלה, so the Tzemach Tzeddek stood up and left the 
room. Following him out, Stern asked, "What is wrong with what 
I've said? I had no bad intentions; I was just saying it jokingly." 
The Rebbe answered, "It says in the possuk that one should not 
sit among לצים." This required מסירת נפש, for Stern was highly 
respected by the officers.

(לקוטי רשימות מעשיות אות קצ"ז)

The Rebbe mentioned many times the need to ignore scoffers. 
The Rebbe pointed out that the first סעיף of the first סימן of the 
first sefer of Shulchan Aruch says, "אל יבוש מפני המלעיגים", do 
not be embarrassed of scoffers, for this is the base of keeping the 
entire Shulchan Aruch.

 (אג"ק ח"ו ע' שמ)
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