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 Standing apart

The מדרש writes, that the Yidden were redeemed from מצרים 
in the זכות of being separate from the goyim. This was done in 
keeping their Yiddishe names, speaking a Yiddishe language and 
wearing Yiddishe clothing.

(מדרש לקח טוב פ' כי תבא)

The תורה tells us clearly, "תלכו לא   and in their ,"ובחוקותיהם 
statutes you should not go. The רמב"ם explains this איסור: Just as 
a Yid is different from a goy in אמונה and תורה ומצוות, so too, 
Hashem wants that we be separate in our dress, hair styles and 
the Shuls that we build. The ספר החינוך explains, that the purpose 
of this מצוה is that we distance ourselves and should despise the 
behavior of the goyim, even their clothing!

In ערוך  that one is not allowed to ,להלכה this is brought שלחן 
dress like the goyim or imitate their actions in other areas.

(רמב"ם הל' עבודה זרה פי"א ה"א, ס' החינוך מצוה רס"ב, שו"ע יו"ד סי' קע"ח ס"א)

The מדרש writes that Hashem says to the Yidden, "If you are 
separate from the goyim, that you are mine, (living in גאולה in ארץ 
 and his type נבוכדנצר but if not, you are in the hands of ,(ישראל
and you will go into גלות."

(ספרא, רש"י סוף פ' קדושים)

In the year תר"ד the Russian government passed a גזירה, forbidding 
the customary Yiddishe לבוש (way of dress), forcing the Yidden 
to change to a more modern way of dress and to remove their 
extended פאות. This was brought about by the משכילים, who 
wanted Yidden to mix amongst the goyim ליצלן  The .רחמנא 
Yidden responded with unwavering resistance, making every 
effort to annul the terrible גזירה.

At first, the government offered the option of paying a tax for the 
 .knowing that the Yidden would not change so quickly ,לבושים
Many Yidden chose to pay the tax rather than dress like the 
goyim, but some could not afford this.

The שאלה came before all ישראל  of the time, "What is גדולי 
one obligated to do in order to avoid this issue?" Some רבנים 
held that all must go on מסירת נפש, for this was a גזירת השמד, a 
direct effort to take away the Yidden from Yiddishkeit. Others, 
including the צמח צדק, held that one need not give his life, as the 
government was just interested in having all its citizens dress alike. 
A third group made a פשרה (compromise), saying that although 
 was not necessary, one was obligated to do all that he מסירת נפש
can, including paying the tax or escaping to another country.

The local police in each town went straight to work, mercilessly 
beating all those caught transgressing the גזירה. Men and women 
were publicly shamed and beaten, when inspected for Yiddishe 
 In some cities, being unsuccessful, the police left the .לבושים
Yidden alone, while in other places this continued for many 
years.

(ע"פ היכל הבעש"ט גליון י"ב ועוד)

diStinctive dreSS

In a שיחה said to women (כ"ה אייר תש"ל), the Rebbe spoke of 
the importance of being separate from the goyim by wearing 
distinctive clothing: "The זכות of the Yidden in leaving מצרים was 
that they held onto the Yiddishe way of dress for men and women. 
They were not influenced by the garb of the מצרים around them 
or by their behavior. Knowing that they are an 'עם אחד', it was self 
understood that they should not lower themselves; does it make 
sense that just because a מצרי decided to wear such clothing, a 
Yid should copy him?! The הוראה is that we must not change our 
dress, and specifically through this we will gain the respect of the 
nations amongst which we live, for they will see that we stand by 
our principles. This is the way that leads us out of גלות."

(לקו"ש ח"ח ע' 223)

In response to a question regarding the importance of Yiddishe 
clothing, the Rebbe expressed surprise at the possibility for any 
doubt in this matter, for it is clear from many words of חז"ל and 
 where it is written ,'צפני The Rebbe mentions the possuk in .הלכות
that Hashem will judge those who go with goyishe clothing and 
notes the תשובות of the צמח צדק against such dress.

(אגרות קודש ח"כ ע' שי"ב, צפני' א,ח)

In the זוהר הקדוש it is written, that the יצר הרע begins to influence 
a person through his clothing, just like יוסף who was grabbed by 
his garment. One must strengthen himself to escape, exactly as 
.did יוסף הצדיק

(זהר ח"א ע' ק"צ ע"ב)

A משכיל, trying to ridicule Reb Simcha Bunim of Pshischa, asked, 
"Did אבינו  and silk kapota?"  Reb שטריימל also wear a אברהם 
Simcha Bunim answered, "Exactly which kind of garments he wore 
– I do not know, but I do know that he looked to see how the 
goyim were dressed, and made sure to dress differently."

(שיח שרפי קודש)

One of the children standing, waiting to receive a coin from the 

לימוד הדבר תורה לזכות ר' שלום מרדכי הלוי שי' בן רבקה לגאולה קרובה מן המיצר אל המרחב

The Yiddishe Image
A Dvar Torah to encourage matters of Yiras Shomayim 

prepared to be shared and discussed with your family at the Shabbos table 

A project of Agudas Avreichei Lubavitch - אגודת אברכי ליובאוויטש



 לע"נ שרה רבקה בת ר׳ יוסף ע"ה • לע"נ ציפא אסתר בת ר׳ שלום דובער ע"ה

Rebbe was dressed in a 'צבאות ה cap and a shirt that had a childish 
goyishe character on it. The Rebbe asked him if he is in צבאות 
 and when the boy nodded yes, the Rebbe asked why he was ,ה'
wearing such a shirt…

(קובץ פניני העשור ע' 42)

When the Rebbe was shown pictures of the day camp in Morocco 
 the Rebbe noted on one photo where a child was dressed ,(תשמ"ג)
as an Arab, "It is not appropriate to dress like this."

(תשורה חורף תשנ"ט)

Once, the chossid Reb Peretz Chein arrived at the צדק  צמח 
together with another chossid that was זוכה to be by the Alter 
Rebbe, but was now dressed in a more modern fashion. When 
they came before the צמח צדק, he did not recognize the other 
chossid and asked Reb Peretz who he was. After being told, the 
 said in wonder, "Is that so? Had I known that clothing צמח צדק
have such an effect on a person, I would have been מוסר נפש for 
it!"

(למען ידעו ע' 273)

Under no circUmStanceS

When the גזירה was placed upon the Yidden in Poland, the Gerrer 
Rebbe, the הרי"ם  מוסר said that it was necessary to be חידושי 
 As time passed, the police realized that most Yidden would .נפש
not follow the decree, and getting tired of using violence, they 
became lax in their enforcement. The משכילים could not tolerate 
this. They went to the Russian commissioner, and told him that 
there were some officers who were not doing their duties, and this 
surely was the result of bribes that they must have received from 
wealthy Chassidim. They added that the best course of action 
would be to force the Gerrer Rebbe to instruct the Yidden to 
follow the decree, and if he refused, he should be imprisoned.

At midnight, the chief police arrested the חידושי הרי"ם, brought 
him to the town hall area, where high officials proposed that he 
issue the instructions. When he refused, they threatened to shave 
off his beard. "Even if you do whatever it is in your power to 
do, I will not cause others to transgress." Realizing that words 
alone would achieve nothing, the officials imprisoned him in a cell 
of tough criminals. The Rebbe's imprisonment spread like wild 
fire. The holy tzaddik Reb Menachem Mendel of Kotzk reassured 
the Chassidim that there is nothing to worry about, for not only 
would the police not touch the tzaddik's beard and פאות, but in 
his זכות the גזירה would be annulled.

Meanwhile, outside the town hall, tens of thousands of Yidden 
protested, and were joined by a number of Polish citizens. When 

this reached the Russian commissioner, he was warned that this 
might begin a revolt. Soon a Yiddishe delegation came to protest 
about the treatment being given to a man of such greatness. He 
promised to free the Gerrer Rebbe at once. Over a week later, 
the גזירה was repealed.

(סיפורי חסידים זוין תורה פ' אמור)

At the time of the גזירת המלבושים, two officers barged into the 
home of Reb Hillel Paritcher to cut off his פאות. Reb Hillel held 
his long פאות tightly, not allowing them to do so. Forcefully, they 
withdrew their swords and began hitting his hands and head, 
causing him to scream. His neighbor, a tailor who had a good 
relationship with the officers, heard him and came running, and 
after promising them gifts, he convinced them to leave. Very 
thankful, Reb Hillel promised the tailor that after 120 years, he 
would be buried near him.

Many years later, Reb Hillel was brought to burial in the distant 
city of Cherson. The tailor, getting older, traveled to live with one 
of his children. On his way, he stopped in Cherson and stayed 
at the בית הקדש (community hostel), where he fell ill and passed 
away. The Chevra Kadisha prepared his body and took him to be 
buried, intending to place him in the section for unknown people, 
but due to the fierce winter snow, they unknowingly buried him 
near Reb Hillel. When spring arrived, people visiting the בית החיים 
noticed an unknown קבר near Reb Hillel. After some inquiry about 
this person who had this great זכות, they revealed the promise 
made to the tailor, and recognized the השגחה עליונה that brought 
his promise to fruition.

Reb Hillel explained that his מסירת נפש came from a כתב יד of the 
tzaddik Reb Pinchas Koritzer in which he writes that the goyishe 
clothing was the 50th gate of טומאה, which had the Yidden fallen 
in it they would not have been able to be redeemed (מקיף דבינה 
 there will be a endeavor משיח Similarly in the times of .(דקליפה
to make the Yidden change their clothing, and unfortunately they 
will succeed. It will only be in the זכות of individuals that will go 
on מסירת נפש not to change their dress, that all the Yidden will 
go to the גאולה. Reb Hillel concluded, "Anyone that would have 
this כתב would be מוסר נפש for Yiddishe dress."

(רשימות דברים ח"א ע' רנ, מגדל עז ע' רל"ו)

Yidden were always particular that the right side of their garments 
should be over the left. The Rebbe was מעורר about this a number 
of times, and explained that this is done so that קדושה and חסד, 
which are associated with the right side, should be strong and 
prevailing.

(י"ב תמוז תשכ"ג, ש"פ אמור תשד"מ ועוד)
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